
Dogs owners are letting their dogs run loose at Summit Park –
and the park may be suffering. See story, p. 12.

By Laureen Sweeney

What kind of community do you want to live in tomorrow?
This question is the first step in an ambitious city plan to iden-

tify the social, environmental and economic needs of the future
and create an all-encompassing Strategy for Sustainable Devel-
opment.

The strategy would become a touchstone for decision making
in a rapidly changing world and a community of changing de-
mographics.

“We need a comprehensive plan if we are going to work into
a sustainable community where citizens can continue to enjoy
quality of life,” says Councillor Tom Thompson, who chairs the
Westmount Healthy City Project.

An initial report from the first public focus group, April 13, is
expected later this month, he told theWestmount Independent.

This brain-storming session involved 25 selected citizens rep-
resenting a cross section of the community.

“When looking at sustainable development,
most people think of five to 10 years ahead,” continued on page 2

Is Westmount sustainable?

City embarks on comprehensive social
and environment development plan

by Stuart Woods

The closure of Brickpoint Studios on
Victoria Ave. was averted when a new
owner stepped forward at the last minute
to take over the business, which has been
a Westmount institution since the 1960s.

The knitting and needlepoint supplies
store was scheduled to close last weekend
when longtime owner Penelope Papineau
retired. On the second-to-last day of the
business’s closing sale, Papineau’s daugh-
ter, Belinda Fox, decided that she wouldn’t
preside over the closure.

“It just wasn’t resting well with me,”
said Fox, adding that she has worked
closely with her mother in recent years to
manage the store and that customers can
expect business as usual.

Papineau bought the business in 1983
after moving to Westmount from Ottawa,
where she worked as an accountant for the
federal government.

She says she will spend her retirement
working in the garden of her country
home in North Hatley. She will continue
to help out at the store on a part-time
basis.

Brickpoint will remain open
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Please Call Me

Lifelong Westmount Resident

CATHY
MOORE
Affiliated Real Estate Agent

CATHY
MOORE

514
969-5900

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Stunning! Unique! European sophistication!
Townhouse, completely renovated. “State of
the Art”, three bedrooms, two bathroomss,
powder room, gym, parking. $2,695,000.

Westmount-owned; Westmount-written.

Summit Park unleashed
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Moving quickly on sustainability

Brian O’N. Gallery, mayor, 1983-87 Peter F. Trent, mayor, 1991-2001

Sally Aitken, former city councillor, and Allan Aitken, St. Catherine St.
Peter Duffield, former city councillor, Clandeboye Ave.
John Shingler, former city councillor, Burton Ave.

Rhoda Vineberg, former city councillor, and Robert Vineberg, Forden Crescent

Jane Allen, Victoria Ave.
Marty Algire and Lindsay Holmgren,

Burton Ave.
Stewart Arbuckle, Metcalfe Ave.
Phil Aspler, Victoria Ave.
Joe andMarilyn Blankfort,

Lansdowne Ave.
Herb Bercovitz, Sherbrooke St.
Julie Bourne, Victoria Ave.
John Bridgman, Bruce Ave.
Thane Calder, Argyle Ave.
Thea and Bill Calder, Clarke Ave.
Dr. Charles Casey, Sherbrooke St.
Nellie Cedergren, York St.
Chloé Chapoulie, Pom’Canelle,

Sherbrooke St.
Jake Chadwick andMary Brierley,

Roslyn Ave.
Pat Donnelly, York St.
Paul and Judy Echenberg,

Sydenham Ave.
Mila Felcarek and Katherine Hope,

Grosvenor Ave.
Barry Friedberg, 310 Victoria Inc.,

Victoria Ave.
Peter Govan, Victoria Ave.
John and Karma Hallward, Carleton Ave.
Michael St. B. Harrison, Mountain Ave.
Richard and Susan Hart, Belmont Ave.
Julie Hébert, Westmount Ave.
Keith Henderson
Anne Holloway, Lansdowne Ave.
Suni Hope-Johnston, York Ave.
Gerhard Jacob, Olivier Ave.
Bob and Celeste Johnston, de

Maisonneuve Blvd.
John Johnston, de Maisonneuve Blvd.
Shelley Kerman, Church Hill
Sarine and Ray Lawson, Clarke Ave.
Mollie and Ray Lawson, Church Hill
Richard Lord, Clarke Ave.
Jack Martin, de Maisonneuve Blvd.
Margaret Martin, de Maisonneuve Blvd.
Ngaire Metcalf, Kensington Ave.

Susan McGuire, Montrose Ave.
Neil and Catharine McKenty,

Somerville Ave.
Michael McKenzie, Lansdowne Ave.
Brian Mitchell, Lansdowne Ave.
Francie Montgomery, Douglas Ave.
Victoria Naday, Miss Vicky’s School,

Church Hill
D. O. Newnham, Metcalfe Ave.
Allen Nutik, Redfern Ave.
My-Trang Nguyen andMichael

Ballantyne, Somerville Ave.
Tom Nicoll, Bruce Ave.
Peter Norris, Roslyn Ave.
Colin Paterson, Melville Ave.
Stephanie Pascal, Le Pays d’Oz, Victoria
Nicholas and Tracey Powell, Sherbrooke

St.
Sara Provencher, Clarke Ave.
Derek Price, Montrose Ave.
Merne Price, Lansdowne Ave.
Michael and Jennifer Price, de

Maisonneuve Blvd.
Tim and Denise Price, Murray Hill
Geoff Proppe, de Maisonneuve Blvd.
Mary Sancton, Sherbrooke St.
Peter Schwarz, Grosvenor Ave.
Sharyn Scott on Consignment,

Sherbrooke St.
Ruth Shine, Bead Emporium
Dusty Vineberg Solomon, Kensington

Ave.
Tiga Sontag
Nicholas Synnott, Grosvenor Ave.
Andre and Lilian Trudel, de Maisonneuve

Blvd.
Justin Vineberg, de Casson Rd.
Trina Vineberg-Berenson, Landsdowne

Ave.
Mackenzie and Rena Watson,

Metcalfe Ave.
Joan Winser, de Maisonneuve Blvd.
Christina Vroom, Stanton St.
Anthony J. Zitzmann, Anwoth Rd.
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Best wishes to the
Councillor Thompson said. “We want to
see action now.”

If new facilities, such as an arena com-
plex, are built, it is important they are de-
signed in such a way that they fit into a
sustainable community, he said as an ex-
ample.

As well, “We will no longer have a
choice of where to dump our garbage.
Soon each community will be responsible
for its own waste.”

The philosophy of a sustainable com-
munity has been introduced elsewhere, he
pointed out.

And city council has been using some
of the resources from the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities as a model.

In an effort to move quickly, city coun-
cil at a retreat February 16 identified cer-
tain community values as a springboard
for the first public consultation.

Mayor Karin Marks, who is spearhead-
ing the overall initiative, has already begun
promoting the idea, which she has de-
scribed as involving the entire social, eco-
nomic and environmental aspect of the
community.

This also involves housing and trans-
portation.

Some of the tough issues to be ad-

dressed will be how to provide quality serv-
ices for an aging population while encour-
aging the growth of young families at the
same time.

As a result, Councillor Thompson ex-
plained, “we have to look at basic princi-
ples and have citizens tell us how they see
Westmount in the future.”

The values identified so far include re-
spect for others, good schools, preserva-
tion of streetscapes, citizen participation,
increasing the number of volunteer
groups, quality services, and quality of life
for all ages.

“We want to promote respect and
safety,” he said.

“We also want to be responsible and
participate in regional needs as well as is-
land-wide services such as police and fire.

“We want to work toward zero waste.
How can we introduce recycling for com-
mercial establishments without having the
stuff blow all over the place?

“We want to look at increasing public
transportation north-south. How do we
stem the 10 percent increase in the num-
ber of cars owned in Westmount?”

This is only the beginning, but an im-
portant first step, he said, in movingWest-
mount into a sustainable community.

continued from page 1

Your tax $ at work
The June 1 installment of the tax bill

came just in time. City council approved
a host of tenders and quotations at its
meeting May 28. Among them (contrac-
tors, and costs with taxes included) were:
� the restoration of sidewalk and street
cuts at a variety of locations by TGA
Montréal Inc., in the amount of
$275,531;

� six exterior windows at the
Westmount arena by Cartier
Aluminium & Renovations, $16,808;

� the supply and installation of 10
dressing room doors at the arena by
R. Cortecans & Fils, $12,995;

� the supply of five Kawlwall fiberglass
curtain wall panels for the arena at
the side of the dog run, Colico Inc.,
$14,045;

� labour and material to replace the
HVAC thermal insulation at
Westmount Public Library by Les
Enterprises de Réfrigération LS,
$31,587;

� repair of the slate roof at the library by
Couverture Montréal-Nord, $6,780;

� labour and material to create a story

garden in the courtyard off the
children’s section of the library by
Paysagiste Robert Caucci, $6,256;

� to repair the gutter at the rear of the
library by Norman & Collie Inc.,
$10,928;

� the supply and installation of new
winter carpets at various municipal
buildings by Les Spécialistes A.F.,
$16,983;

� replacement of the fire escape at
Centre Greene by Ornements St-
Michel Inc., $21,138;

� supply of a hot water holding tank at
Victoria Hall by Les Soudures Devil
Inc., $19,857;

� sod repair to some 1,500 square
metres at various locations by
Cajoli Inc., $17,482;

� labour and material for refurbishing
the upper retaining wall of the Roslyn
steps by Les Constructions D’Alesio,
$85,235; and

� to replace a garage door at the
municipal garage by Les Portes de
Garage Olympique, $8,384.
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David Price, editor, grew
up on Thornhill Ave. and
Church Hill in West-
mount. He went to St. An-
drew’s, Roslyn, Selwyn
House, Dawson and Mc-
Gill. He has a BA from
McGill, law and MBA de-
grees from the University

of Toronto, and was awarded the CFA des-
ignation. He worked as an investment and
merchant banker for five years. In 2004,
he joined the book publishing company
(Price-Patterson) founded by his father,
Michael Price. David continues to publish
books through Price-Patterson, but found-
ed Sherbrooke-Valois in 2006 to publish
calendars and newspapers. He launched
his first newspaper, Vivva Montreal, in
2006. He lives on Lansdowne Ave.

Marilynn Vanderstaay has
been published in national
and urban papers, but her
commitment to the com-
munity has led her to write
mainly for local publica-
tions in both London, ON
where she lived for 25
years and Montreal since

she returned home ten years ago. Mari-
lynn graduated from Westmount High in
the early 1970s. She has organized three
reunions and was the first female member
of the Westmount High Old Boys’ Associ-
ation. She is a current board member.
Marilynn lives on St. Catherine St. across
from Westmount High, which she says is
penance for having cut so many classes.

Sandy Cobrin, advertising sales, has work-
ed in Westmount for twelve years selling
ads for two newspapers.

Ted Sancton, owner of Studio Melrose, has
worked in prepress graphic production for
over 35 years, 25 of those with The West-
mount Examiner and Adcomp when
owned by the Sancton family.

For chief reporter Laureen
Sweeney, covering West-
mount comes naturally. A
McGill graduate, Laureen
was raised in Westmount,
has worked at The Gazette
and The Montreal Star and
spent many years as chief
reporter and photographer

for The Westmount Examiner and West-
mount Experience. An award-winning jour-
nalist, photographer and longtime volun-
teer in Westmount, she has served as Girl
Guide leader and District Commissioner,
and held various Scouting postions. She is
also the author of Polishing the Jewel: A His-
tory of the Renewal Project of Westmount
Public Library.
Among career highlights are her national
award for investigative journalism, a num-
ber of provincial awards and coverage of
the visits here of Pope John Paul II and the
Queen Mother. She continues as a free-
lance writer and maintains her own com-
munications business.

Annika Melanson grew up on Lansdowne
Ave., attended St. Andrew’s, Roslyn, St.
Léon, Villa Ste. Marcelline and Marianop-

olis. She then moved to
Toronto to become a flight
attendant for Air Canada.
Now most of her adven-
tures involve exploring
Montreal with her four
year-old daughter, Amel.
She launched her first
book, The Montreal Pocket

Parent: A Directory for Pregnant Women,
Parents, Babies and Children in 2005. She
is also the author of the French version, Le
bottin des bambins, and co-author of
Yummy in my Tummy.

Annika writes the parenting column,
“Maternally Yours”, for Vivva Montreal,
covering fun things to do with children
and for young families in Montreal.

Carola Price is David
Price’s third cousin and an
accomplished food and
wine expert. She and her
brother Phil Price shared a
childhood full of adventure
and culinary delights while
traveling the globe en
famille. Finding their way

back to Montreal (including some time on
Hallowell), she studied Hospitality Man-
agement at Concordia University and
Leisure Studies at University of Ottawa.
She moved up in the kitchens of several
establishments only to decide that Nova
Scotia was a great place to begin a new ad-
venture. Carola owned a bistro and man-
aged the posh Upper Deck Restaurant, all
the while becoming a sommelier, which
brought about a definite longing for the
food and wine culture of home. Now set-
tled in NDG, Carola operates a catering
and sommelier consulting service, In Vino
Veritas Montreal, writes the wine columns
for Vivva Montreal and theWestmount In-
dependent, and can be heard regularly gab-
bing about wine on 940 Montreal’s Table
Talk with Orla Johannes.

Phil Price is a filmmaker
and owner of Philms Pic-
tures. His next feature
film, PromWars, is about a
war started by the girls of
ACS, who force two boys’
schools, Selby and Lan-
caster, into battle, the win-
ner of which gets exclusive

rights to the girls as prom dates. This pri-
vate school-inspired film is Phil’s princi-
pal Westmount pedigree, although he did
spend some of his time growing up on
Hallowell. When not writing and directing
TV and film, he and his sister, Carola,
write about all things food for third cousin
and editor-in-chief David Price – for very
little money or positive reinforcement,
simply because he is prone to the trap-
pings of familial guilt.

Aurélien Guillory is from
Louisiana and opened At-
elier Aurélien in Montreal
over 25 years ago, after
completing his university
studies in fine arts and
clinical psychology. His
specialty is colour compo-
sition and the custom de-

sign of residential spaces, boutiques,
restaurants and executive suites, many of
which have won international awards. His
designs in lighting and décor have been
admired at charity gala balls such as
Château Ramezay’s centennial, for which
he served as the consultant during themu-
seum’s renovation in 18th century colours.

Anthea Dawson, grew up
in Westmount on Kitch-
ener Ave. She started at
Westmount Pre-School,
then The Priory, ECS,
Dawson College, and fi-
nally the University of
Toronto to study film and
history. She moved to

Boston in 2002 to study food at the Cam-
bridge School of Culinary Arts, and went
on to work at a popular high-end Boston
restaurant, Sel de la Terre. Since 2005, she
has been executive chef at Simply Won-
derful, Westmount’s local catering estab-
lishment on Abbott St.

Heather Black is a com-
munications designer who
lives and works in West-
mount. A member of the
Junior League since 1989,
she has initiated projects
in the area, most recently a
career mentoring program
for girls at Westmount

High School. She has a BA and a BEd
from of Dalhousie University and a BDe-
sign from the Nova Scotia Scotia College
of Art and Design.

Introducing the Westmount Independent team

Our focus is to manage
your wealth effectively.

John H. Bridgman
Director & Portfolio Manager

Robert A. McKenzie, C.A., CFA
Director & Portfolio Manager

514-394-3000
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IF YOU DON’TWANT TO GET OUR PUBLICATIONS, Canada Post advises that you place a sticker on your mailbox that
says, ‘No ad mail.’ SI VOUS NE VOULEZ PAS REÇEVOIR NOS PUBLICATIONS:Malheureusement, nous ne sommes
pas capable de bloquer une adresse individuelle. Il faut mettre une étiquette près de votre fente à lettres qui lit «Pas de
média-poste». IF YOU DO WANT TO RECEIVE OUR PUBLICATIONS AND YOU HAVE A STICKER ON YOUR
MAILBOX (or are outside our distribution area), please send a cheque for $1.50 x the number of issues left in the year. We
will mail them to you for the rest of the current calendar year.

We are Westmount.

WESTMOUNT
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Twice monthly
(1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month),
next issue: June 20
Westmount (H3Y and H3Z):
10,000 copies by Canada Post
200 copies distributed to over
30 waiting-room drops

Monthly (last Wednesday of the month), next issue: June 27
Westmount & eastern NDG
(H3Y, H3Z & H4A): 22,000 copies
by Canada Post
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Quebec Community
Newspapers Association.
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Published by Sherbrooke-Valois Inc.
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At Second Glance

Westmount’s democratic deficit
Heather Black

Recently, Justin Trudeau became the
Liberal candidate for Papineau. And, by
being nominated and elected by party
members, he won his candidacy fair and
square. So why are the citizens of West-
mount-Ville Marie denied this grass-roots
process? Are our votes being taken for
granted?

Reserved ridings
Although reserving ridings for “star

candidates” are counter to democratic
ideals, they are not new. In 1994, follow-
ing the PQ win, MP David Berger was
asked – in the name of Canadian unity –
to resign in favour of parachute candidate
Lucienne Robillard.

However this practice – once the ex-
ception – appears to be increasing. The
neighbouring ridings of LaSalle-Émard
and Outremount are also reserved.

That means that 225,000 prospective
voters in centre-west Montreal will not
have the opportunity to choose their own
Liberal candidate, at a time when local
party membership is below the two per
cent average. But just how “Liberal-safe”
is Westmount-Ville Marie?

Liberalism or the Liberals

Although the Liberal record of only
one loss since 1940 is impressive, it de-
serves a second glance. In the 1988 free
trade election, the Conservative candidate

lost by only 900 votes.
So would constituents who care about

liberalism make community consent an
election issue? And would members of
the community with liberal inclinations
extend candidate choice by running as in-
dependent liberals?

Increasing influence

Although sitting as an independent is
not prevalent in this country, on May 19,
2005, Canadians saw the effect of three
independents – Chuck Cadman, Carolyn
Parrish and David Kilgour – on the
budget vote and the future of Paul Mar-
tin’s Liberal government. But in some
countries, sitting as an independent is be-
coming a new norm.

In the Republic of Ireland’s Dàil, there
are fifteen independent members, or 9
percent of all seats. At Westminster, run-
ning as an independent is a long-stand-
ing tradition and has been practised by
politicians of all stripes including the
revered Winston Churchill (Independent
Anti-Socialist), David Lloyd George (In-
dependent Liberal) and Keir Hardie (In-
dependent Labour).

Would this be an option for West-
mount residents? Would you vote for an
independent candidate?

Heather Black is a Westmount
communications designer. If you have new
topics for this column, please contact her

at: atcitizen@gmail.

The Contrarian

Recycling Redux
I was going to complain about something completely different this issue, but I re-

cently left my house at 8 am to put out my recycling – and the collectors had already
come and gone! My neighbour’s empty bins provided silent but decisive testimony to
their early arrival.

I don’t care when they come, but it would be so much better if they came at the same
time of day for each side of a street. On the morning in question, I was beaten to the
punch by the collectors (a little less work for them to do?), but sometimes the opposite
happens. I arrive home late in the day and the recycling has been out all day: being
snowed on, rained on and subject to the harsh winds of Westmount. It would have been
better for everyone if I had brought it out at the end of the day. Blowing garbage may
only disturb residents, but it is in the interest of the City’s contractor to have dry recy-
clables. They are lighter and easier to sort.

Dream the dream

Imagine for a moment a city where everyone knew when the collectors came. Some
people are home during the day or get back in time for a late pick-up. They could put
out their recycling at the best time, thereby minimizing precipitation on the recyclables
and the amount of time that they have to blow around. Early birds would know they
have to be on their toes to avoid double loads the next week.

In my particular case, the collectors added injury to their randomness by pulling one
of their other tricks: throwing the emptied recycling bins into the driveway. They love
doing this. Is it a game? Or a hidden message? Or another instance of randomness:
sometimes they do it; sometimes they don’t?

They didn’t get one over onme totally, though. A pleasant across-the-street neighbour
allowed me to place my bin on his lawn. They still had to haul that recycling!
FOLLOW-UP: On the subject of last issue’s column (blowing garbage and recyclables),
kudos to the Ville Marie borough. It has instituted fines for dirty yards and sidewalks,
and increased surveillance.

Letters to the Editor
I was very pleased to see the first issue

of the Westmount Independent. Congratu-
lations to all involved on a great effort to
provide another voice for what will always
be a vibrant and active community with
lots of news and activities to share. If you
keep up the standards of the inaugural
issue I’m sure the new paper will be well
received and a great success. Best of luck.
Don Sancton,
Beaconsfield, Quebec

Bike patrols to provide
more break-in protection

Two police bicycle patrollers are taking
to the streets in Westmount along with of-
ficers walking the beat in commercial
areas.

The greater police presence should help
enforce bicycle regulations as well as serve
as a crime deterrent, said Cst. Caroline
Gauthier, community relation officer at
local Station 12 on Stanton Street.

Three commercial establishments were
reported broken into two weeks ago at
4421, 4435 and 4441 St. Catherine Street.

Police said entry was gained in all cases
by prying locks off doors. The three are be-
lieved related.

As well, an office in the building at 310
Victoria was broken into at night May 19.
Computer equipment was reported stolen.
The building was entered by breaking a
window in the back door. The same place
has been hit before on recent occasions.

Smoking causes
small balcony fire

A small fire at 19 Stayner Street caused
only minor damage May 11, fire officials
said, but aroused the neighbourhood at
3:15 am.

The fire broke out in a flower pot on a

balcony caused by smoker’s material. It
was quickly doused by firefighters using a
portable extinguisher. Damage was re-
ported at $200.

Proofing Contest
Proofing winner Sheila Usher was too

modest to be photographed with her
cheque, but she is our first winner. We
hereby offer a prize of $25 to the reader
who finds the most typos in this issue by
June 13. A typo is an obvious error or mis-
spelling rather than a deviation in usage.
To collect the prize, the winner must be
photographed for the next issue. In the
event of a tie, all winners will be credited,
but only one prize will be awarded (by coin
toss). Please send your entry as to stu-
art.woods@pricepatterson.com.
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If you don’t like what we’re doing, please tell us –
and we’ll try to fix it.
David Price, Editor

514.935.4537 davidprice@pricepatterson.com

If you do like what we’re doing,
please tell Westmount’s major advertisers:

• The City of Westmount
• Real estate agents

• Local shops & businesses

Everyone’s got an opinion on turf these days. Clockwise from top left: Bronwyn Farkas, Tessa Kemerer,
Paul Setrakian, Marguerite Setrakian, Ella Csürös and Katalina Toth.

At the Westmount Independent, we feel
that a lot of specific questions were not
asked or answered at the May 16 public
meeting, so we spoke with the city’s direc-
tor general, Bruce St. Louis, and tried to
ask precise questions about the artificial
turf issue.

Preliminaries

WI: In the event that artificial turf is in-
stalled, has a supplier been chosen? If so,
who? What would the proposed artificial turf
be made from? Does the city’s targeted sup-
plier (or any potential supplier) have a turf
product made entirely out of virgin fibre?

BSL: Not only has a supplier not been
chosen, but we do not yet have a project
with specifications (such as virgin fibre or
not) that a supplier could bid on. For a
project of this size, we would decide on
specifications and then put the project out
to tender.

What is on the table at the moment are
three proposals (new natural turf, artificial
turf and a combination of the two) for the
Westmount Park fields south of the bike
path. Nothing has been decided yet on
which, if any, will proceed. Nor are any of
the proposals provided for in the existing
budget, so a new loan funding resolution
would also be needed before proceeding.

WI: What is the target length of playing
field grass? Is it being overcut? Has the City
looked at letting it grow longer?

BSL: The target length would be about
3 inches, but at their current state of repair,
the grass is so abused that it barely grows
at all.

Health

WI: Inevitably, intrudants (e.g. animal
feces, human blood) find their way onto field
surfaces. What is the City’s current process for
removing them and how would it differ for ar-
tificial turf? Are any cleansers used? Would
they be used on artificial turf?

BSL: Coaches and city personnel check
fields before use. If a problem is found, it
is removed. No cleansers are currently
used.

For artificial turf, the same process
would be used. We do not anticipate using
cleansers on artificial turf. Many commu-
nities don’t. If we did, however, we would
not use any product that leaves a residue,
or would be harmful to human or animal
health.

WI: It seems likely that artificial turf
would sometimes become hot and unsafe.
Would the City cancel games at these times?
How often would the field be tested for tem-
perature?

BSL: The two municipalities that were
consulted in the Golder report (Kirkland
and Dollard) have not cancelled games be-
cause of the heat. There are a number of
ways to ensure that future Westmount
fields would also be useable in hot
weather. Firstly, fields can be equipped
with sensors so that they are monitored
continuously. At a given heat threshold,
sprinklers go on automatically. Also, not
all fields have tire crumbs as the infill.
Some have lighter colour substances or
sand. These absorb less heat.

WI: Is the air next to recycled rubber tires
dangerous to breathe?

BSL: We don’t have an official answer,
but the Golder toxicologist has verbally
told us ‘no.’ On the broader issue of envi-
ronmental safety, an extract from the
Golder report’s conclusion reads as fol-
lows: “… the information currently avail-
able indicates that the risks for the human
health and the environment are negligible
associated with the planned installation of
an artificial outdoor soccer surface in
Westmount.”

WI:What is the story on physical injuries?
Some people seem to say that artificial turf is
safer than natural turf. Others say the reverse.
What is the City’s view? On what basis was
this view formed?

BSL: As you say, it depends on whom
you talk to. What is needed is a peer re-
viewed study comparing new natural to
new artificial turf, which we have not
found. What is clear is that either a new
natural turf field or an artificial turf field
would be safer than what is there now.

Urban planning

WI: Residents are worried about future
councils adding lighting or further fencing off
the artificial fields. A current city council can-
not bind future councils with a resolution, but
can the City grant a legally binding right of
“non lighting” to residents of Melville Ave.
and Academy Rd.? Can the City grant a
legally binding right of “non fencing”? Would
the City do so?

BSL: Councils work in four-year man-
dates. From a legal point of view, what you
propose is possible, but this could become
a very involved, complicated and expensive
legal process.

WI:What does the City foresee regarding
traffic patterns around the artificial fields?
Has a study been done?

BSL: Under all three proposals, there is
no plan for any increase in the volume of
Westmount’s sports programming, so
there is no foreseen change in the area’s
traffic patterns.

Beneath the turf

Interview with Westmount Director General Bruce St. Louis
Practicalities

WI: If an artificial field were being dis-
posed of today, is there a site that would ac-
cept it?

BSL: Given that we haven’t set a field’s
specifications, I don’t know, but there are
landfills in Quebec that accept residue that
normal landfills can’t, so I think any syn-
thetic field would most probably be dis-
posable, but hopefully it could be recycled
in some fashion.

WI: There are many artificial turf fields in
Montreal right now that have been subject to
the same weather that Westmount fields

would be. Has the city or its agents inspected
actual fields to see how much wear they have
experienced? If so, is a 20-year lifespan real-
istic in light of these inspections?

BSL: None of the existing Montreal
fields are older than four to five years. The
warranties currently offered by manufac-
turers range from eight to ten years, with
some looking to increase this to fifteen
years. In the United States, some fields are
still in use after ten to fifteen years – and
that is under harsher conditions, because
our fields would be protected from the sun
by snow for several months of the year.

Westmount Park kids

We are Westmount.

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT



By Laureen Sweeney

A wide range of business characterized
the May 28 meeting of Westmount City
council from a parks curfew to traffic re-
strictions.

But the feistiest issue in some time, the
controversial resurfacing of playing fields
in Westmount Park, consumed a shorter
than usual share of attention.

Among other items raised by citizens
during the two question periods were the
length of time taken to make public the
minutes of committee meetings, dog ex-
crement in parks, the absence of the can-
non from Westmount Park, loose soccer
goal posts, and the lack of bus service at
certain times.

Back to turf

A report opposing the use of artificial
turf was presented to the council by Gillian
O’Driscoll, a parent from the CPE Narnia,
on behalf of the daycare, Westmount Park
School Council and SaveWestmount Park!

Patrick Barnard, president of the latter
organization, also submitted a separate pe-
tition of 1,050 names rejecting “any pro-
posals which will damage the natural
greenspace within the present area” and
rejecting the installation of artificial turf.

Councillor Cynthia Lulham, who chair-
ed the session as pro-mayor, told those as-
sembled that the council would not be
making a decision until later in June.

Melville resident Mavis Young asked
that “in the interests of transparency” any
vote concerning artificial turf be taken in
public.

Who was, and will be, where

Mayor Karin Marks was absent from
the chair prior to leaving for the annual
conference of the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) in Calgary.

Councillors Guy Charette and John de
Castell also missed the meeting, though
Councillor de Castell had returned to the
table for a special council session May 8
following a lengthy illness.

Nomember of council would represent
Mayor Marks at the May 31 meeting of the
island-wide Agglomeration Council,
Councillor Lulham said in answer to a
question by Henry Olders, president of the
Westmount Municipal Association.

Instead, the council would submit a re-
port opposing a number of items on the
agenda.

None of the other 14 demerged cities
would be represented either because of the
FCM meeting, she said.

Westmount’s participation in this year’s
national Communities in Bloom competi-
tion was officially launched (see separate
story).

Reports of key items adopted by council
are contained in separate stories in this
edition of theWestmount Independent.
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QUALITY OFFICE
FURNITURE

SAMPLE SALE

The finest executive office
furniture, leather chairs
and conference tables

Montreal’s Largest
Showroom!

www.kainsofficefurniture.com
3155 Deville
514 725-5295

UP
TO70% SAVINGS!

Council deals quickly
with turf issue

Katalina Toth, left, and Ella Csürös present Councillor Cynthia Lulham
with a painting of how they see life in a park.

By Laureen Sweeney

Westmount residents and merchants
are urged to beautify their properties and
back lanes, and pull out ragweed to help
the city achieve its goals for this year’s
Communities in Bloom competition.

The challenge was launched at the May
28 city council meeting by Councillors
George Bowser and Cynthia Lulham.

This is the first year since demerger
that Westmount has entered the national

Councillors Cynthia Lulham and George Bowser launch Communities in Bloom by displaying a bag
promoting the competition.

Beautify lanes and pull ragweed
for Communities in Bloom

event, in which the city previously reached
the highest level of recognition.

The city last participated in 2003, hav-
ing advanced into the international section
of the competition.

A number of residents whose homes
back onto lanes have already beautified
them, explains city horticulturist Claudette
Savaria.

She singles out the lane by Barat Road
and Holton as an example as well as one
near Centre Greene where a rock garden
was created.

“We’re trying to raise awareness in the
community that our lanes need attention,”
she says. “Planting is one way to stop the
growth of ragweed, which thrives in poor
soil and can’t compete with other plants.”

The city is specially targeting ragweed
this year, and is putting out a pamphlet
available at city hall.

Westmount’s business sector is also
being encouraged to join the beautifica-
tion bandwagon by planting flowers and
keeping their front and back properties
clean and tidy.

This year, judges will visit Westmount
August 13.



A one-hour parking limit has been
placed on eight streets near the site to
which Marianopolis College has relocated
on Westmount Avenue near Victoria.

The weekday parking restrictions, from
8 am to 6 pm, form part of a series of traf-
fic changes being put in place before the
start of the fall school season.

They will not apply to Westmount resi-
dents with parking stickers.

“We’re making these adjustments to
discourage parking in the area by students
and staff,” said Councillor Tom Thompson
in moving the adoption of the changes.

The aim is to encourage the 1,900 stu-
dent/staff population to use public trans-
portation, he explained.

The council also agreed to make an of-
ficial request to the Montreal transit com-
mission to double the number of buses on
the 124 and 138 lines between 7:30 am and
9 am.

As well, 30-km/h speed limits were es-
tablished on Claremont north of Sher-

brooke, on Westmount Avenue (Clare-
mont to Victoria) and Victoria (Westmount
to Côte St. Antoine).

These and other traffic calming meas-
ures regarding access to and from the site
were outlined to residents in a compre-
hensive booklet dated May 18.

Among them are the reconfiguration of
the entry to the college, the installation of
traffic lights, and parental drop-off and
pick-up points.

A permanent joint Marianopolis/Villa
Maria/City safety committee will also be
established to study and implement other
measures.

Streets affected by the one-hour park-
ing are:
Westmount Avenue north side to the

chute;
Victoria, west side from The Boulevard to

Côte St. Antoine;
Claremont, east and west north of Ches-

terfield;
Chesterfield, north side throughout;
Windsor, north side, Victoria to Prince

Albert, and south side from Prince Al-
bert to city limits;

Parkman Place, north side;
Willow, both sides throughout; and
Côte St. Antoine, north side, Victoria to

west city limits.
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Councillor Tom Thompson

One-hour parking adopted for streets
near new Marianopolis site

By Laureen Sweeney

Escalating problems in local parks are
causingWestmount city council to impose
a midnight curfew. The council, at its
meeting May 28, served notice of its in-
tention to modify the parks bylaw at a sub-
sequent session to close all parks between
midnight and 5 am.

“We are experiencing unprecedented
levels of vandalism, graffiti, substance
abuse, and unruly behaviour especially in
our larger parks,” Councillor George
Bowser explained.

The idea of enshrining a curfew in the
bylaw comes two decades after a similar
curfew regulation in parks was adopted by
council in general committee to much
public opposition.

It would also clarify a sometimes con-
fusing situation stemming from the cur-
few regulation announced at the council
meeting May 5, 1986.

Initially enacted on a one-year trial
basis, the curfew has remained in force in
Summit Park. Over the years, however, it
has been interpreted in different ways.

Interestingly in 1986, as now, the cur-
few was explained as a tool requested by
police for clearing parks of noisy or unruly
groups of youths. It could be applied at the
discretion of enforcement officers.

Curfew opposed

The original regulation was, however,
strongly opposed by the Westmount Mu-
nicipal Association and editorialists on

Parks curfew coming
again – 20 years later

The absence of the two bronze cannon
fromWestmount Park raised a question at
the May 28 council meeting.

When the 1811 cannon are removed for
winter hibernation and repair, they are
normally returned by this time.

“Where are the cannon?”
local resident Gerald Glass
asked, noting that the gun
carriages remained in place.

Councillor George Bow-
ser, the parks commis-
sioner, confirmed that the
cannon had indeed been re-
moved for repair.

Empty carriages

He suggested, however,
that “they could be a target”
while the park is experienc-
ing so much graffiti and
vandalism, and suggested it
might be better to leave the
carriages empty.

Crafted in England, the
cannon have delighted chil-
dren since being placed in
Westmount Park in 1897.

Weighing two tons each,

one can scarcely imagine how students
managed to remove one from the park to
a Université de Montréal building one
evening in 1989 as a carnival prank.

The cannon was safely brought back by
the city soon after.

Keeping the cannon
out of the line of fire

The cannon in Westmount Park, 1967

grounds it deprived all citizens of the right
to walk through the park on a summer
night.

At the time, then Councillor Joan Roth-
man stated she had voted against the cur-
few. She was against “passing a regulation
that is very difficult to enforce.”

The mayor, Brian Gallery, and the parks
commissioner, Councillor John Shingler,
expressed their distaste for a curfew and re-
iterated comments by police that common
sense would be used in applying it.

Back to the present

Fast forward 21 years, and this is the
same rationale expressed by Councillor
Bowser in his statement as follows:

“Our current legislation requires that
an individual must be ‘caught in the act’
before action can be taken… .

“Council is being asked by our law en-
forcement personnel, both police and Pub-
lic Security, to give them the tools to help
do a better job in keeping our parks safe.”

He stated that council felt very few citi-
zens would use the parks during the pro-
posed hours of curfew; and that, “in the in-
terests of safety, felt committed to
adopting a curfew regulation.”

Over the Victoria Day weekend, 13 per-
sons were fined for drinking in West-
mount parks, public safety official report.
Four were adults. In the seven separate in-
cidents, three took place in Westmount
Park, another three in King George Park
and one in Summit Park. Four extra patrol
cars were added for the May 24 holiday.

With the start of the summer, eight
public safety cadets will patrol the parks –
four during the day and four in the
evening, explains Public Security Director
Richard Blondin.

As well, two auxiliary officers will be as-
signed to parks patrol, “so we’ll have the
parks covered seven days a week.”

Westmount is experiencing a rash of
unruly behaviour in the parks this year,
leading Dir. Blondin, in conjunction with
police, to request a parks curfew.

13 fined for drinking
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Meet fire inspectors Philippe Therrien and Jean-François Fontaine
who may be calling at your door this summer.

Westmount’s summer blitz of home
fire inspections began in earnest two
weeks ago with a number of changes
aimed at raising safety levels.

This year, the two fire prevention stu-
dents hired by the city for the task will
work from 1 to 9 pm in the hopes of find-
ing more residents at home than the ear-
lier period of 9 am to 5 pm.

At those homes where there is still no
answer, they will leave a check list for res-
idents to conduct their own inspection.

As well, says Fire Prevention Chief
Daniel de Vries, inspectors will replace the
batteries in smoke detectors where
needed.

This is the first time they are “armed”
with batteries.

“Our aim is to make more homes con-
form to the bylaw,” Chief de Vries ex-
plained.

This year, the inspectors will be calling
on homes in the sector north of Sher-
brooke Street that has not yet been covered

in the two-year inspection cycle.
Some homes in the western pocket be-

tween Grosvenor and Claremont south of
Côte St. Antoine have already been visited
by firefighters between calls.

Student inspectors have been hired by
the city since the municipal demerger to
supplement the in-service inspections by
Montreal firefighters.

Last year, 1,800 doors were knocked on
in the south sector between 9 am and 5
pm when, typically, entry was gained to
only 40 percent of addresses.

At those 646 homes, 169 were found
to have missing smoke detector batteries,
which rendered the warning devices non-
functional, Chief de Vries said.

The inspectors will also check the elec-
trical panel, ensure that chimneys have
been inspected and look for the presence
of combustibles close to ignition sources.

They will also be checking construction
permits if renovations are under way as
well as dog licences.

Summer fire inspections
bring new buzz

What’s Going On?
The following work permits for new con-
struction, alterations and plumbing were
approved by Westmount city council at
its last meeting May 28.
632 Clarke: to create two new openings
at the attic level at the front and side and
add new dormers on the back;
52 St. Sulpice: alterations to building in-
cluding restoration of original window
openings and modification of some; re-
placement of some windows; to recon-
figure sunroom;
478 Grosvenor: to build a deck and erect
a fence in rear yard;
655 Roslyn: landscaping in the rear yard
including a ground level patio, new

planting areas and a new fence;
12 Rosemount: landscaping in front and
side yards including a new planting area,
sidewalk and fence;
671 Roslyn: to replace windows;
1 Grenville: to replace solariumwindows;
638 Victoria: to replace front door;
4 Parkman Place: to replace some win-
dows and doors;
586 Lansdowne: to rebuild front balcony,
and replace garage and basements doors;
35 Côte St. Antoine: to replace some win-
dows;
584 Lansdowne: to build new deck in
back yard.

Kensington Ave. between Sherbrooke
and St. Catherine will remain closed to
through traffic until the end of June as
roadwork on the street continues.

Crews are planning to excavate the
street below de Maisonneuve this week
and to begin reconstructing the road’s
stone and reinforced concrete base. They
are on schedule to lay down a new asphalt

surface by June 23.
The City has issued parking passes to

residents denied access to their driveways.
Road reconstruction scheduled this

summer and fall includes work on Ab-
erdeen Ave. (north of The Boulevard),
Chesterfield Ave., Carleton Ave., Olivier
Ave. (between de Maisonneuve and Sher-
brooke) and Belvedere Pl.

Kensington Ave. impassable

Make Your Move to Westmount’s Finest

Call for an Appointment or for a Consultation On Your Home
Groupe-Sutton-centre-ouest

668 Belmont: It is all here – 5 bedrooms,
4 bathrooms, space, light-filled, lovely de-
tail, location, new kitchen, 2 car garage.
Asking $1,298,000. mls 1296229

457 Elm: Luxury, style, and proximity to all!
5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms NY townhouse in
move-in condition. Asking $1,095,000

667 Belmont: Just listed! Bright, space
galore and grandeur – this 3 storey, 6 bed-
rooms is a Westmount classic in best
location. Asking $1,399,000. mls 1328195

Christopher Gardiner
Affiliated Real Estate Agent

514.704.1270
chris@chrisgardiner.ca

SO
LD
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By Laureen Sweeney

Few people, perhaps, have been in such
a pivotal position as retiring Public Safety
Officer James Novak to observe the demo-
graphic and social changes that have taken
place in Westmount.

As Community Relations Officer for
the past 10 years of his 26-year career
here, he has experienced firsthand the
aging of the community, a change of atti-
tudes and the evolution of a more tran-
sient population.

He attributes the stress under which so
many now live and work, and the general
lack of respect for people and property to a
reflection of society in general.

“I think it’s very important that citizens
at large try to be more sensitive to their
neighbours,” he said in a parting inter-
view.

“Be a little more compassionate. Put
yourself in the position of your neigh-
bour.”

Best place to live in Canada

Nevertheless, he adds, “There’s no
doubt, Westmount is probably still the best
place to live in Canada. People are very
nice here, which has made it easier to stay
so long.”

Councillor Tom Thompson thanked
PSO Novak during the May 28 council
meeting for his contribution to the com-
munity. “We’re very appreciative of his ef-
forts.”

Among the many highlights of PSO
Novak’s work have been addressing neigh-
bourhood groups on safety and visiting
schools.

He also coordinated and planned such
programs as the Halloween decorating
competition, the holiday food collection,
and the Junior PSO program (cancelled
this year).

It was probably fitting that his last day
on the job happened to be May 26, Family
Day in Westmount Park.

It has been part of PSO Novak’s work
to deal on the front line with people upset
over receiving statements of office for vio-
lating municipal by-laws, for helping them
with a variety of needs and for trying to ini-
tiate more community programs with
fewer and fewer resources at his disposal.

Life since the merger

Since the merger with Montreal five
years ago, and the subsequent demerger,
Westmount has been runmore like a busi-
ness, he says. Out of necessity, “there’s
been a tremendous change since 2002

Well-known officer retires,
asks citizens to show
compassion and respect

James Novak at Family Day, 2007, his last day on the job.

when so much now has to be dictated by
the bottom line.”

His role has evolved from the original
job description of promoting community
safety to a more administrative one and “a
bit of an ombudsman.”

Latterly, since Westmount lost its own
municipal court in the island-widemerger,
PSO Novak has acted in a liaison role be-
tween the city and municipal court in
Montreal.

He has also assumed responsibility for
maintaining the Public Security Unit’s sta-
tistics and managing the city’s lost and
found department, formerly handled by
police.

PSO Novak, a longtime Montreal West
resident, spent 10 years in the hotel busi-
ness before joining the PSU in 1981.

He spent 15 years on patrol in West-
mount and has always enjoyed being “out
on the street” with citizens. He welcomed
the opportunity to become Community
Relations Officer, able to do more PR and
deal more directly with people than work-
ing the various shifts.

His wife, Annette, is coordinator in on-
cology at the Jewish General Hospital.
Their son, Jason, a law student, is cur-
rently working at Victoria Hall for the
summer. Cory attended Dawson College.

“I’ve enjoyed my years tremendously,”
he says. “It’s been particularly interesting
and challenging given the changes in de-
mographics and focus of the city.”

Now, he’s refocusing his own life. And
while retired, he doesn’t plan to stop work-
ing at age 53, he says.

A chimney fire at 46 Summit Circle is
a reminder to all Westmount residents of
the need to have chimneys inspected at
least once a year, fire officials said re-
cently.

The fire was caused by a build up of
creosote in the chimney that almost com-
pletely blocked the flue, causing oil to
leak on the furnace room floor and soot
to back up in the home.

Damage was estimated at some
$15,000.

Firefighters found black smoke bil-
lowing from the chimney when respond-
ing to the call May 5 shortly after 7:15 pm,
said Fire Prevention Chief Daniel de
Vries. They were able to unblock the
chimney from the roof using a ball and
chain.

Under the National Fire Code of
Canada adopted byWestmount as its part
of its fire prevention bylaw, chimneys
must be cleaned when needed but in-
spected at least every 12 months, he said.
This applies to all furnaces, wood, oil or
gas.

Now is a good time to check the chim-
ney before the start of the heating season
in the fall, he said.

“Even if the chimney is clean, it could
be blocked by a bird or squirrel nest that
could cause carbon monoxide to back up
into the home.”

Names of certified chimney cleaners
and inspectors may be obtained from the
Association des professionnels de
chauffage à combustible solide at
514.270.4944.

Summit chimney fire
raises inspection alert

Models from the Sisterhood Shaar Hashomayim and guests have a good time at the 2nd annual
Pirouette fashion show that raised funds for youth and education programs on May 29.

Fashion for funds



UN where she guided hundreds of people
through the headquarters.

She resigned in 1994 when her hus-
band, also with the UN, was transferred to
Niger in the Development Program.

For the next three years, she freelanced
for Etruscan, a Canadian mining com-
pany, doing translation and data entry, and
later worked as a librarian for the Ameri-
can School of Niamey, capital of Niger.

Back to the UN

Returning to NYC in 1997, Marie re-
joined the UN, “starting again at the bot-
tom!”

This time she worked in the Water Di-
vision of the Sustainable Energy & Envi-
ronmental Division, progressing through

several positions to become
the program assistant to
countries in development.

Increasingly, Marie be-
came involved in different
areas of the program’s
work, latterly as Knowledge
Facilitator for Knowledge
Management & Informa-
tion Outreach for the Small
Grants Program of the
Global Environment Facil-
ity.

She arrived in Canada last October on
her current posting, moving to West-
mount at the suggestion of a relocation
consultant.

“For me, the most important thing was
finding schools for the boys within walk-
ing distance – and, living close to public
transit.”

Marie lives the role she works. Car-free,
she enjoys being close to the YMCAwhere
she swims and jazz dances.

Also, she adds, she’s not far from New
York where she visits her brother, a per-
sonal fitness trainer to VIPs, and to Wash-
ington, where her sister works with US
government’s Millennium Program.

Work and home

Marie tries not to bring work home
from office, she says.

Among her responsibilities as Infor-
mation Officer are preparing press re-
leases as well as statements for the
agency’s Executive Secretary.

Recently, she has been involved in the
UN’s International Day for Biological Di-
versity, May 22, celebrated in Montreal at
the Botanical Garden.

While members of her team partici-
pated locally, Marie was at UN headquar-
ters in New York for the occasion.

“Now, with all the scientific studies,”
she says, “the evidence is that the changes
in climate are affecting life on Earth –
tough on plants and humans.”

And for Marie, her work is perhaps a re-
flection of her own upbringing that in-
cluded an instinctive desire to care for the
world environment and biodiversity.

“I think if you just live in one society,
you tend to take things for granted,” she
says.

“But when you see firsthand the condi-
tions many people live in, you have to
thank God every day and say, ‘I really don’t
have anything to complain about’.”
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By Laureen Sweeney

When a broken water main on
Grosvenor left Marie Aminata
Khan without water service one

winter day this year, she was completely
unfazed.

“My neighbours were so amazed that I
was going outside to collect snow and boil-
ing it to wash in,” she recalls with a smile.

“But this is reality in Africa, where you
try to keep a couple of buckets of water in
reserve.”

And for this resourceful mother of two,
who has lived and worked in many lands,
it was Marie’s turn to be surprised when
Westmount began distributing bottled
drinking water to the anxious residents.

After 15 years in various UN positions,
Marie is now settling into life in West-
mount and her newest posting with the
United Nations as Information Officer for
the Secretariat of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity, located in Montreal.

“For me, Montreal is just an ideal
choice,” she says. “Its lifestyle is midway
between European and North American.

“I love my home here and feel very safe.
The people are extremely nice and my
family is adapting well.”

Citizen of the world

And Marie can truly be called a citizen
of world – a lifestyle she has inherited.

As the daughter of parents working for
the UN, she spent her first 20 years trav-
elling between New York and England,
Sierra Leone, Cameroon and Niger.

So where does she call home?
“That’s a problem,” she says. “But

everywhere I go, I make it home because I
have no clue where I’m going next or
where I will end up.”

Marie is proud of her second name
Aminata. “It comes from the name of Mo-
hammed’s mother, which is Amna,” she
explains. “Aminata is also my grand-
mother’s name.”

Born in Manchester, England, Marie
lived there for seven months until she
moved to Sierra Leone, where she was
raised by her grandparents until age 7
when her parents settled in New York City.

Her father was working with the UN.
Her mother was then an information offi-
cer with the African Union.

Marie attended boarding school on the
Isle of Wight in England.

“It taught me responsibility and inde-
pendence,” she recalls. “I learned to count

on me, myself and I. When I reached uni-
versity, I was well able to handle my own
finances.

“In my turn, I’m trying to instill this
part of my growing up in my own sons.”
They are Frederick and Charles, both at-
tending St. George’s School.

Marie also swam and played on school
field hockey and netball teams, “always
just for fun.” She also excelled at tennis,
which she still plays. “Nowadays,” she
muses, “the fun seems to have gone out of
competitive sport.”

After age 12, Marie spent a year in
school in Sierra Leone, before completing
high school at the International School in
New York City.

A people person and humanitarian,
Marie always wanted to be a doctor. “But
that changed when I got to university,” she
says.

And a year at Plattsburgh University
turned out to be a cultural shock. “For the
first time, I was coming out a multi-cul-
tural environment into a totally American
one.”

So, whenMarie’s father was transferred
to Cameroon, she accompanied him,
studying linguistics, and obtaining a BA
in translation in 1985.

Immediately after, she went to Senegal
to do her masters studies in English liter-
ature at the University of Dakar. “The stu-
dent strikes were so disruptive that I re-
turned to New York.”

The Nouvelle Frontière and the UN

There, she began working for a French
charter tour organization called Nouvelle
Frontière.

Interestingly, it was that
experience as a tour guide
that led her to apply at the
UN in 1989.

“I had always said I
wouldn’t join the UN be-
cause my father was there,”
she says. “So I applied
using a different family
name. Actually, it was very
funny. The recruiter – who
happened to know my
mother from the African Union before she
joined the UN – recognized the resem-
blance.”

(Marie’s mother joined the UN to work
as a civilian peacekeeper in Somalia. In the
midst of the 1990s conflict, she was the di-
rector of one of the zones under fire.)

Marie was subsequently hired at the

Westmount Profile: Marie Aminata Khan

Furthering global biodiversity

“I love my home
here and feel very
safe. The people
are extremely nice
and my family is
adapting well.”

Marie Aminata Khan at home
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By Robert J. Galbraith

Certain species of ground-dwelling
birds are being seen less frequently grac-
ing the forest floors of Summit Park, ac-
cording to local bird watchers and biolo-
gists. Some people are pointing a finger at

unconcerned dog
owners who con-
tinue to break mu-
nicipal law by let-
ting their dogs off
the leash at the 57-
acre park during
the migration pe-
riod.

According to
Westmount law,
dogs are to be
leashed at all times
from April 15 to
June 15. This is the
peak period of mi-
gration, when

dozens of unique species of birds visit the
park during their flight to their breeding
grounds in central and northern Quebec.
The ground-dwellers include reclusive
species such as Fox and White-Throated
Sparrows, Hermit and Wood Thrush, the

Summit Park birds threatened by dogs

Kyra Emo

FormerWestmounter and current New
Yorker, Stephen Lunny recently created a
group on the popular networking website
Facebook (www.facebook.com) called
“YOU KNOW YOU’RE FROM WEST-
MOUNT WHEN”.

It already has 90 members. (To check
out what Stephen’s been up to, go to
www.dreamwick.ca.) Attached to the Face-
book group is the following list.

You know you’re from
Westmount when...
(Part 1 of 2)

...you got your first skateboard
from Footloose.

... “sticking it to the man” meant going
to Dawson instead of Marianopolis.

...you rented your videos from
Westmount Video.

...your first piece of ID was your
laminated Westmount pass.

...you’ve never seen the Westmount
flower clock working.

...you still have trouble finding the
Westmount lookout.

...you used to get your haircut at
Jean John....

...you’ve been startled on Greene Ave.
by 60-year-old women with 30-year-
old faces.

...you remember the Westmount Park
climbing tree when it was vertical.

...you used to live at Calories.

... you have fond memories of sledding
at Murray Hill Park.

...you remember getting candy at
Heaven’s on Greene Ave., then going
upstairs for tea with your mom at
Heaven’s Above, and having ice
cream with Selwyn House boys at
Macdoherty’s on Sherbrooke St.
All that and you still love Oink Oink
on Greene.

... you have lunch at Chez Nick’s after
having your hair done at Salon Olivier
and buying a pair of shoes at Tony’s.

...you went to daycamp at the Westmount
Y at some point in your life.

...you’ve jumped off the high-dive board
at the Westmount pool.

...as a child you were perturbed by
the seemingly random filled/empty
status of the ponds and lakes in
Westmount Park.

Westmount makes it to Facebook

Bought & Sold: Real estate since May 1
Amount Evaluation Address Buyer(s) Seller(s) Date of sale

$6,650,000 $4,900,000 370-382 Victoria 6758762 Canada Inc. Canpro Investments Ltd. May 15
$1,555,000 $935,000 669 Belmont Gerry Stefanatos & Shelly Kohut Margarita Xistris &

Christopher Gardiner May 15
$1,165,000 $1,076,000 68 Belmont Crescent Saroli Palumbo Family Trust Alberto Mare-Scotti May 9
$1,100,000 $895,300 419 Landsdowne Bradford Ryan Margot Wayman & J.-M. Ravon May 18
$825,000 $900,000 725 Upper Belmont Barry Nashen Caroline Gauthier May 7
$815,000 $725,400 507 Claremont Nadia Nabavi Maison Majestueuse Inc. May 15
$789,500 $714,700 448 Landsdowne Richard Bond & Ramesh Mirchandani &

Catherine McDougall Catherine Graber May 9
$745,000 $550,400 1 St. George’s Place Eric Siblin Mark Elkin & Erin Hurley May 15
$687,000 $612,000 55 Windsor Christopher Devito & Josy Forget Sian Rowley May 29
$419,000 $350,200 331 Grosvenor Milan Jelaca & Rebecca Grant Roland Jonasch & Ivana Gavrilovic May 25
$331,000 $347,900 414 Grosvenor Raymonde Chalhoub & Mathilde Flament &

Charles Ghoche Samuel Duprieu May 15

Oven Bird and the Junco.
The leash law is primarily aimed at pro-

tecting ground-dwelling birds. And
though very few ground-dwelling birds ac-
tually nest in the sanctuary, this green
‘truck stop’ for birds is a vital link in their
voyage to reproduce.

“The sanctuary is of major importance
to migratory birds,” says bird watcher
Christine Murphy, who for the past 18
years has been the director of the conser-
vation group Bird Protection Quebec
(BPQ).

“Dogs will definitely have a negative ef-
fect on ground-dwelling birds if they are
off the leash and wander away from the
pathways. The birds will be harassed and
won’t be able to feed and rest from their
migration. People can be a disturbance as

well, but you have to strike a compromise
as so many people use the park, some to
bird watch, some to walk their dogs and
some for both. But dog walkers should
stick to keeping their dogs on the leash,
definitely.”

Habits vary

Murphy, who has been bird watching at
Summit Park for twenty years, takes part
in the BPQ bird walks on the sanctuary
every Tuesday morning during the migra-
tion. She says that in the morning, when
there are a lot of birdwatchers, people tend
to keep their dogs on the leash. “But later
in the afternoon, when there are less bird-
watchers present, some people flout the
regulations. They let the dogs off the
leash.”

In fact, in a recent survey of the late af-
ternoon, over a two week period, upwards
of 50 percent of dogs roamed the park un-
leashed.

James Novak, Westmount Public Secu-
rity community relations officer, says, “We
are doing the best we can under the cir-
cumstances, but we can’t stay up there all
the time.”

He said that the only real way to stop
continued abuses at the park would be by
“installing an attendee during the migra-
tion period... . Maybe we could have
volunteers from the public alerting us. We
really need public help.

“Perhaps installing a phone at the park
so the public could alert us would be a par-
tial solution. And if we are near the park
we could react quicker.”



By Marilynn Vanderstaay

The fifth annual Westmount Spring
Soirée, formerly the Spring Ball, was held
May 24 with the sold-out participation of
180 guests.

While the who’s who of Westmount
were there, many dressed in black tie and
long gowns, the event was not about who
was there but about the event itself. In her
brief welcome, Mayor Karin Marks called
the soirée a celebration of living in West-
mount. That celebration comprised both
residents and former residents, and in-
cluded the twenty-somethings and great-
grandparents.

This year the featured artist was ac-
complished Westmount painter Roxanne
Dyer whose red and blue theme of her flo-
ral paintings inspired the colour theme for
the soiree and the invitation.

The Spring Soirée committee of seven
chaired by Rosalind Davis and a team of
volunteers created a unique dining experi-
ence. The fun was enhanced by serenad-
ing at the tables by members of the Joseph
Segreti Band – until 10 pmwhen the band

stopped playing, the lights were dimmed,
the recorded music was cranked up and
Victoria Hall started to rock as young and
old took to the dance floor.

“The soirée was an excuse to have a

party and have a good time in a beautiful
hall in our own city,” said Davis. “The
evening was a great success.When the
music stopped the guests were loathe to
leave and the party continued on.”
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McEntyre
winners

for Supporting our
Auction & Garage Sale

You made this year’s event a great success...
with your generous donations,
volunteering, advertising
support and attendance.

You have helped Rotary
help others. Thank you.

The Rotary Club
of Westmount

ThankYou!

This year the annual writing competi-
tion that is open to all students from
grades one to eleven who live or go to
school in Westmount, received a record
breaking 1,286 entries. Students wrote up
to a maximum of 2,000 words on the
topic of dreams, but had to weave the con-
cept of community into their story or
poem. Each winner received a certificate
and a grade appropriate book was donated
on their behalf to the Westmount Public
Library.

Grade 1
1 Julia Johnson The Study
2 Grace Hogg Roslyn

Grade 2
1 Ryan Khanna Selwyn House
2 Matthew Behr Selwyn House
3 William Bouchard Selwyn House

Grade 3
1 Francesca Scardera The Study
2 Harriet Cowell Saint-Léon
3 Ann O’Brien Roslyn
HM Charlotte Scott Roslyn

Grade 4
1 Caitlin Heiligmann Roslyn
2 Alex Zaccour Saint-Léon
3 Emilie Hess ECS
HM Melissa Anber ECS

Grade 5
1 Alissar Karam The Study
2 Tannya Cai ECS
3 Ulysses Pamel Selwyn House
HM George Loutochin Selwyn House

Grade 6
1 Qing Yin Wang Roslyn
2 Sterling Mitchell Selwyn House
3 Samantha Backman The Study
HM Rebecca Dadouche Akiva School

Grade 7
1 Alexandr Magder Selwyn House
2 Brandon DiPerno Selwyn House
3 Jake Levy Selwyn House

Grade 8
1 Malcolm Pinnell Selwyn House
2 Kirsten Crandall The Study
3 Asli Buyukkurt The Study
HM Susanna Beaudin ECS
HM Marcos Ardila-Archambault

Selwyn House
Grade 9

1 Anna Cybulsky The Study
2 Kelly Donivan The Study
3 Helene Bauer Westmount High
HM Amanda Ip The Study

Grade 10
1 Kelly Sheehan-Heath Westmount High
2 Danielle Hum The Study
3 Julia Deutsch The Study
HM Jerome Ramcharitar Westmount High

Grade 11
1 Patricia Bright The Study
2 Patricia Dempsey Westmount High
3 Ashley Stanford-Toohen The Study
HM Melissa Angèlica Berman Ross

Westmount High

Westmounters Stan Grossman, Kathryn Stephenson, former mayor Peter Trent and Anne Dixon-
Grossman enjoying the preamble cocktail hour of the Spring Soiree in The Gallery at Victoria Hall.

Westmount Spring Soirée Celebrates Westmount

Tickets for Secret
Garden Tour

Ever wonder what lies behind that back
gate?

Well, June 14 is the time to find out.
That’s when Westmount’s daylong Secret
Garden Tour takes place.

“It’s an opportunity to visit gardens that
are otherwise inaccessible,” said city hor-
ticulturist Claudette Savaria.

Eleven gardens have been selected on
this year’s tour for which 125 tickets have
been made available on a first come, first
served basis at Victoria Hall.

These are spaced throughout West-
mount and chosen for particular charac-
teristics such as: a rock garden, a vertical
garden, a mix of sun and shade, an eclec-
tic mix of colour, plants and sculpture, a
narrow garden, a romantic retreat and a
terraced garden. There is also an example
of one divided into separate garden rooms
as an extension of the house.

A cost of $35 per ticket includes the list
of gardens, a boxed lunch from Simply
Wonderful and access throughout the day
to refreshments at La Galerie in Victoria
Hall.

Coffee will be provided by Café Gour-
met, bottled water by the Metro Fletcher
store and juice by Les 5 Saisons.

The event is a fundraiser for restoring
the greenhouse totem pole, whose fund
now stands at $2,000, about half the esti-
mated budget.
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The Westmounters
By Marilynn Vanderstaay

Celebrate 150 at
Manoir Westmount

Residents at The Man-
oir participated in Cele-
brate 150, a national con-
sultation project to prepare
for Canada’s 150th an-
niversary in 2017. MP

Mauril Bélanger, visited the residence to
hear their memories, vision, ideas and
suggestions. Canadians can participate in
the project by going to www.cele-
brate150.ca All submissions will be sum-
marized and collated in a report that will
be made public on July 1.

Art at Home

Local artists, including Westmounters,
hosted an Art at Homeweekend exhibition
recently. Guests viewed the art andmet the
artists: water colourist Jennifer Blachford,
photographer Kate Fellerath, art glass spe-
cialist Cathy Strokowsky, quilter Ilyse
Segal and oil painter Flora-Lee Wagner.

Climate Project messenger at the
Atwater Library

Former Westmounter Désirée Mc-
Graw, is one of twenty of Al Gore’s Climate
Project messengers. She gave her first
presentation of an adaptation of Gore’s
Academy award-winning documentary An
Inconvenient Truth at the Atwater Library
in conjunction with the Peter McGill Com-
munity Council recently.

Richard Lord presented with Community
Services Award in Toronto

Westmount’s own Richard Lord and
former Citizen of Westmount awardee
was the recipient of the Community Serv-
ices Award at the 25th annual Black Busi-

ness and Professional Association’s Harry
Jerome Awards held at Centennial College
in Toronto last month. Lord, who is part of
the landscape in Westmount, is well
known for both his professional and vol-
unteer work. At 76, he is presently on the
boards of the Westmount Lawn Bowling
Club, the Royal Commonwealth Society,
The Atwater Library, the St. Leonard Soci-
ety and is president emeritus of the West-
mount High Old Boys’ Association. He
was most recently made the vice president
of the Montreal Press Club.

Lily Lam’s quilt takes grand prize at
Grand National Quilt Show

Westmount Quilters Guild president
Lily Lam’s storyteller cape Cloak of Imag-
ining she stitched for theWestmount Pub-
lic Library took grand prize at the Grand
National Quilt Show Fantasy at the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo Art Gallery last month. The
quilt will be exhibited until July 1. For
more information go to www.kwag.on.ca.

Westmount Quilters Guild aligns with
Sports and Recreation

The Westmount Quilters Guild tight-
ened its relationship with the Westmount
Sports and Recreation Department re-
cently. The guild will meet every Thursday
evening throughout the year except July
and August at Victoria Hall. While contin-
uing to be autonomous, the program that
includes show and tell, ongoing group
projects, and special workshops will now
be included in the sports and recreation
guide book.

Other news from the Guild

The guild displayed its balloon quiltUp,
Up and Away, at Family Day. Created as a
group project, it will be donated to the
Lighthouse, a non-profit organization
whose mission is to provide support to
parents with children suffering from de-
generative terminal illnesses and whose
condition requires complex medical care.

Science is Everywhere launch

Hosted by Montreal Children’s Library
in collaboration with the Natural Sciences
and Engineering Research Council and
the Pepsi Forum, the Science is Everywhere
program for 5- to 12-year-olds will be
launched Saturday, June 9 from 10 am to
4 pm at the Pepsi Forum. The day will con-
sist of displays and hands-on activities. For
more information call 514.931.2304.

Solo show at Avenue Art gallery

Avenue Art gallery owner Marina Cut-

ler and artist Anthony Hobbs celebrated
the opening of Studio 10 King, located at
10 King Street, last month with a
vernissage of Horizons, Hobbs’ most re-
cent landscape series. The gallery’s fist
solo exhibition at its new location contin-
ues until June 16. For more information
phone 514.867.3745.

Water colour classes’
art vernissages

Participants of watercolour classes at
sister senior residences Westmount One
and Place Kensington hosted vernissages
of paintings they created under the tute-
lage of Westmount artist Marcia Roszier.
Over 30 paintings were exhibited at West-
mount One with proceeds of sales donated
to the Montreal Children’s Hospital Foun-
dation. Once again this year the proceeds
from the annual exhibition and sale at
Place Kensington went to theMontreal As-
sociation for the Blind.

The Westmount Public Library staff
singled out these books this week:

Magazines
“My chosen landscape” by Canadian

poet P.K. Page in Poetry magazine, May
2007, p. 100 . Poetry magazine has been
publishing poems since 1912.

“Surviving your new CEO” in Harvard
Business Review, May 2007, p. 62.

Fiction:
Up from Orchard Street by Eleanor Wid-

mer. An immigrant family story in New
York’s legendary Lower East Side.
Essence (Les extravagantes enquêtes

d’Otto et Watson) by Grzegorz Janusz, a
humourous detective story, winner at the
first Concours européen de la bande dessinée
2003.

Non-fiction
Exhibit catalogue for the Bodyworld 2

show now at the Montreal Science Centre.
Le guide complet du véhicule récréatif

Children’s

Thelonius Monster’s Sky-High Fly Pie: a
Revolting Rhyme by Judy Sierra with deli-
cious drawings by Edward Koren.
Cendrillon d’après Charles Perrault re-

told by Anique Poitras and illustrated by
Gabrielle Grimard.

Books on CD

Rabbit Ears – Treasury of World Tales A
collection of mystical stories read by pop-
ular actors and featuring original music by
some of today’s greatest artists.
Clémence presqu’intégrale by Clémence

Derochers A compilation of monologues
by this popular Quebec actress and Félix
award winner.

Reference

Consumer Reports: Best Baby Products,
9th edition.
Annuaire des subventions au Québec :

Subventions, Prêts, Bourses, Financement.

On the shelves

Longing for a new home

This friendly 8-year-old ginger cat is
a longtimeWestmounter whose owner,
sadly, is no longer able to look after
him. He was taken to the Westmount
Animal Hospital, 349 Victoria Ave.,
where he is up for adoption. “He’s just
longing to get out of a cage,” says at-
tendant Krystyna Bruce, also a lifelong
Westmounter.

The Montreal police show off their
park vehicle at Family Day, 2007.

So you want to self-publish a book?
Most self-publishers end up unhappy.

• Flawed end-product • Inadequate editing • Too much inventory
• Unrealistic expectations

At Price-Patterson, we’ll tell you what you’ll get and
you’ll get what you pay for.

Price-Patterson Ltd.
www.pricepatterson.com

514.935.4537



By Matthew Brett

Like Vincent Gallo’s controversial
Cannes winner The Brown Bunny, Sun-
dance World Cinema Award winner Once
is a fairly static film carried more by the
emotive weight of its music than the film
itself. But unlike Gallo’s film, which uses
John Frusciante’s longing guitar to com-
plement the scenes,Oncemakes music its
subject matter and has been described as
a musical for the modern age.

17-year-old pianist Markéta Irglová
plays an unnamed Czech immigrant who
sells flowers on the streets of Dublin and
lives with her mother and daughter in a
drab apartment. She introduces, some
would say imposes, herself upon an un-
named street-busker strumming wistful
tunes on a withered guitar (played by The
Frames’ guitarist, Glen Hansard) who
helps his father at a vacuum cleaner repair
shop. The two quickly end up producing
songs together, and the film traces their
recording process and their brief flirta-
tious relationship.

A love of music is found within this
film. For example, when Hansard and Ir-

glová play their first duo, the whole audi-
ence is part of the session. The handheld,
granular quality ofOncemake it a surpris-
ingly honest film. And by making it feel
like a home video, viewers are invited into
life’s most private moments with a sincer-
ity that verges on voyeurism.

The same can be said for the music. It’s
not the dialogue or the acting that reveals
the characters’ emotive states so much as
their songs. The songs themselves are
slightly too wistful and full of regret, and
there is little variation in tone. In fact, it
was so weepy and irritating that my girl-
friend left the film with a headache.

Most of the film’s dry spells are brought
on by this wistful stupor, but there are
enough comedic moments and clever
quips to lift the viewers through the dull
parts.

The characters’ naïveté, the stunning
coastlines and Dublin’s Irish charm will
please adults, while the film’s quirky bo-
hemianism will have young adults in in-
nocent rapture. There is a bit of swearing,
but buy your teenager a pair of tickets –
this is one for the lovers, even if one of
them does get a headache.
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Trend Watch

Salads and dresses
Annika Melanson

Have you ever been to a dinner party wearing a $600 dress only to
be greeted by that very same dress worn by another guest? This is the
inspiration behindM2, the new boutique that opened at the beginning
of May on Victoria Ave. Formerly Candlewax Studio, which has since
moved, the new dress shop features only two or three frocks in each
style. Marcus Mosgrove is the owner of the new boutique and does all
of his buying in Italy and China, where the dresses are designed.

Marcus chooses silk and cotton (or a blend) and an array of styles
from sundresses to cocktail dresses. I have my eye on a gorgeous peach silk tunic… .
Prices range from $225 to $375. Dress registries will be offered to M2’s clients, keep-
ing a record of which dress they have selected for a specific event. This way, other
clients can be warned a possible “dress dupe”. M2, 346A Victoria Ave., 514.510.9778.

Going Green

I recently discovered a hidden treasure nestled at the back of Mimi & Coco Bou-
tique: Greens & Co salad bar. My reaction after tasting my first bite: “Why don’t I know
about this place?” Judging by the long line of women, it’s obvious that many neigh-
borhood regulars have heard about this hot lunch spot.

Greens & Co. is a New York-inspired lifestyle salad bar that opened in June 2004.
The concept is to create your own salad with the freshest ingredients and homemade
dressings. Mandy, who runs the show, prepares all of the salad dressings and cooks any
ingredients that are needed the night before at her home. Nightly, she cooks up to 40
chicken breasts. When the demand is higher, she uses her barbeque.

From sandwiches to salads
Originally opened as Coco Café where sandwiches and prepared salads were served,

Mandy quickly realized that her clientele is a very health and body-conscious group.
All of the salads come in 32 oz. containers, which you can take with you for a bite-on-
the-go or enjoy on the spot. For those in a rush, you have the option of calling Mandy,
pre-ordering your salad and having it delivered right to your car. Mandy also keeps a
Rolodex with all of her regular customers’ names and their favourite salad.

Ingredients include organic greens, nuts, hearts of palm, avocado, mango, crunchy
noodles, brown rice crisps, goat cheese, feta, mozzarella, tofu, tuna and chicken. The
dressings include Asian sesame, cilantro (my favourite), zesty Caesar, Japanese, honey
mustard and balsamic.

Salads range from $7 to $13. Pricey, but well worth it in my view. By the way, Greens
& Co. gives a 10% discount to anyone holding the Mummy card (www.mummies-
list.com). Coming soon: a garden terrasse with free wi-fi. Stay tuned. Greens & Co.,
4927 Sherbrooke St. West (at the back of Mimi & Coco boutique), 514.227.1640.

By Anthea Dawson

Westmount’s Healthy City Project is
working hard to promote dandelions.
They were once regarded as pesky weeds,
but dandelion flowers and greens are now
popping up on gourmet menus all over
the place. This new trend may sound odd,
but there are a lot of interesting dishes that
can be made with dandelions, and early
summer is the best time to do it.

The dandelion is the most persistent of
weeds, can grow under the most adverse
conditions and is very hard to exterminate.
There are no poisonous look-alikes so they
are a good plant to experiment with it in
cooking. (With all the fertilizers and pesti-
cides out there, pay attention to which
lawn you pick them from.) The long,
deeply toothed green leaves, which gave
the dandelion its name (“dent-de-lion”
means “lion’s tooth” in French), has long
been regarded as a versatile bitter green
that can turn up in salads or sautéed like
spinach.

They are at their very best when they
have just emerged from the ground, be-
fore their flowers have appeared. When
you are picking your leaves, choose the

youngest looking plants that you can find
as they are the least bitter. As the summer
goes on, the bitterness becomes stronger.
Some people really enjoy the complex
flavour, but if it is not your thing, you can
always boil away the bitterness in two
changes of water. Unfortunately, that also
boils away the vitamins. In fact, the leaves
are more nutritious than any green you
can buy in the grocery store – they are rich
with beta-carotene, iron and calcium and
packed with vitamins.

Not only are the greens packed with
flavour but the flower as well – and like the
leaves, mid-spring is the best time to try
them out. You only want to use the yellow
part of the flower as the green sepals at its
base are very strong and bitter. They will
add the most beautiful colours to your sal-
ads and also a very different bittersweet
flavour. They can also be steamed or stir-
fried with other veggies, and some people
even go so far as to pickle their dandelion
flowers.

This is the best time of year to experi-
ment with them, so give dandelions a
shot. We might as well put them to good
use!

What’s Cooking in Westmount?

Dandelions

M2 dresses – ready for clients.

Adventures next door:

Movie Review Once �����
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BRIAN, TIMOTHY, JOAN McGUIGAN
AGENTS IMMOBILIER AGRÉES / CHARTERED REAL ESTATE AGENTS

TRUST. REACH. RESULTS.

514-937-8383 www.McGuiganPepin.com

The team at McGuigan Pepin Inc.
is eager to serve you, from
the initial inquiry to the final
closing details.

We are happy to share our
36+ years of market knowledge
and invite you to experience
the difference.


