
By Laureen Sweeney

A “chaotic” street fight involving about
20 people outside the old Forum January
12 spilled into Westmount about 3:20 am
where the escape of three suspects was
foiled by public safety officers until arrival
of police, Public Security officials said.

Following the trio west along St. Cath er-
ine, officers observed one of them remove
a machete from under a carpet in front of

4014 St. Catherine just west of Atwater
and then put it in the trunk of a parked
Volkswagen near Wood, which the pa-
trollers boxed in until the arrival of police.

Weapon seized

The three were reported released at the
scene by police though the weapon was
confiscated. Other members of the group
were arrested.

The Public Security pa-
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Greg McBain, right, is congratulated by Mayor Peter Trent, left, and Councillor Philip Cutler, com mis -
sion er of Public Security, on his appointment January 13 to head the municipal force as of March 31.
See story, p. 7. Photo: Laureen Sweeney.

McBain to head Public Security,
succeeds current chief Sedgwick

continued on p. 14
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financial services, visit our website

www.3Macs.com Place du Canada, Suite 2000, 1010 de la Gauchetiere West
Montreal, Quebec H3B 4J1
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514.772.3322
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Machete confiscated as ‘chaotic’
street fight spills into Westmount

Westmounter Gil Michel-Garcia, right, who co-founded his company with business partner Mari
Toyoda, centre, and wife Arabella Decker (not pictured), will be pitching his Japanese salad dressing
company on a venture capital TV show Wednesday, January 22 at 8 pm. The appearance was taped in
April but he could not divulge the results beforehand. See paper archive for more information.

Photo courtesy of A. Decker / CBC.

Vic village zoning registry process under way. At issue: medical clinics. See p.17

Michel-Garcia pitches on TV,
second Westmount company this year
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Westmount, 357 Melville Ave.
One of THE most spacious, elegant apartments
I have EVER seen. AMAZING location + fabulous
views of Westmount Park. $3,200/mo. (heated)

Westmount, 4006 Montrose Ave.
A rare combination of some of the most desirable

features + location! Huge master suite, ground floor
family room, central A/C, + VIEWS! $1,498,000

Westmount, 3238 The Boulevard
Spectacular! 1913 “Percy Nobbs” renov. 5 bdr
+ den home. A/C, Marvin windows. Stunning
architectural details. Great value! $1,565,000

Westmount, 4893 de Maisonneuve O.
4 bedroom, 3½ bath 1983 built TH. A/C, fireplace,

rooftop terrace. Garage + parking for 2 cars.
Immediate occupancy. $899,000

Westmount, 451 Strathcona Ave.
#1 on everyone’s wish list! THE most desirable

family oriented street. 5 bdr, 3 baths, A/C, garage,
+ parking for 2. $1,390,000

Plateau, 333 Sherbrooke E., 607 M1
Super sleek + elegant 900 sf, 1 bdr executive condo.
Peaceful courtyard/mountain views. Garage. A/C.

$449,000

Westmount Adj., 4736 Victoria Ave.
Unbeatable value! Detached, fully renovated 3+1 bdr
home with central A/C, hardwood floors, a 6,000 sf

lot, and wait for it... a 2 CAR GARAGE! $798,000

Westmount, 663 Murray Hill Ave.
The PERFECT executive rental! Fully renovated

4+1 bedroom DETACHED cottage. A/C,
garage + parking for 2. $5,750mo.

Westmount, 200 Lansdowne Ave., #407
1,900 sq.ft. impeccable 3 bedroom, 2½ bathroom

corner unit condo in a well managed,
tranquil building. 2 garages! $849,000

Westmount, 757 Upper Lansdowne Ave.
This 1919 English countryside style cottage just

oozes charm! Beautifully renovated + dramatically
enlarged. Prime Upper Wsmt location! $1,550,000

Another Just SOLD in 6 DAYS!Another Just SOLD in 50 DAYS!Another Just SOLD in 27 DAYS!

Another Just RENTED!

#4 in Quebec
for Re/Max 2012*

#7 in Quebec
for Re/Max 2013**

Westmount, 671 Grosvenor Ave.
EXCEPTIONAL value + beauty! 3 storey “John Hand”

home. Gorgeous mahogany woodwork + floors.
5 bdr, 2 dens, 3½ baths, 2 garage, A/C. $1,385,000

Westmount, 636 Belmont Ave.
Impeccably renovated Arts + Crafts period home
on desirable Belmont Ave. Superbly decorated by

renown designer Julie Charbonneau. A/C. $1,595,000

Westmount, 9-11 Parkman Place
Great revenue property! Rarely available, this 7-8
room duplex offers a highly desirable location,

garage, many recent major improvements $1,065,000

Another Just SOLD! Another Just SOLD! Another Just RENTED by Brian!

WWW.BRIANDUTCH.COM
514 386 2902

Real Estate Broker RE/MAX du Cartier Westmount Inc.
Real Estate Agency/Independently owned & operated

*“Individual” broker for Re/Max **“Individual” broker for Re/Max Quebec cummulative Jan-Nov. 2013.
Source: Re/Max Quebec

Westmount, 11 Grove Park
Exquisite 4 bdr home recently renovated in the BEST

of taste. STUNNING open kitchen, magnificent
bathrooms. Fabulous location! $1,649,000

Another Just LISTED!



by Stephanie O’Hanley

On January 25 Leo Wiltshire, a grade 11
student at Westmount High School, will
not only play “Come Back to Sorrento” on
a piano at the Black Theatre Workshop’s
Annual Vision Celebration Gala, he’ll re-
ceive the Victor Phillips Award.

The $1,000 award, sponsored by TD, is
presented to a black youth under the age
of 20 who is enrolled in an academic pro-
gram and who has achieved excellence in
the performing arts. Candidates must be
residents of Montreal.

“Black Theatre Workshop is proud to
present Mr. Leo Wiltshire with the Victor
Phillips Award as he is an excellent stu-
dent and dedicated musician,” said Laura
Hilderley, marketing director for the Black
Theatre Workshop. “It is so important to
recognize the incredible accomplishments
of young people in our community and
encourage them in their artistic and aca-
demic pursuits.”

“We give this award to someone inter-
ested in pursuing a career in the arts,” said
Hilderley, noting that the grant helps black
youth further their pursuit of an artistic
 career.

The award is in honour of
Victor Phillips, considered the fa-
ther of black theatre in Montreal.
During three dec ades promoting
black theatre in Mont real,
Phillips placed “para mount em-
phasis on the youth in our com-
munity,” Hilderley said, and
spent much of his time working
with young artists.

“I’m glad I won the award,”
said Wiltshire, 17. “People say
to me ‘Good job, you won
$1,000, I’m sure you can find
something to do with that.’”
When he found out, Wiltshire said he felt
“very happy” he won the award but “it was
not an overwhelming sensation at the
time.”

Encourages others

He urges other black youth to apply for
the grant. “People should apply for this
grant. I kept telling myself whoever wins
this, they’ll be someone who deserves
this.”

Wiltshire plays both trumpet and piano,
and has been involved with the McGill
Conservatory of Music. He’s performed

both classical and jazz solos
with the Lachine Concert Band.

“My drama teacher, Mr.
(Sean) Garrety, told me about
it,” Wiltshire said. He asked
Garrety, an English-language
arts and theatre teacher at
West mount High, and his pri-
vate music instructor, Edward
“Ted” West, to write letters on
his behalf.

West has introduced Wilt-
shire to “various genres of mu-
sical styles” – everything from
waltz, blues, jazz and Dixieland

to classical and baroque pieces, to big band
and military band music, and even tradi-
tional Québécois music, Wiltshire said.

In his letter, Garrety described Wilt-
shire as “a very dedicated student who
goes above and beyond what is expected of
him and forces his peers to do the same
when acting with him.”

Garrety wrote that in grade 9 Wiltshire
was both an actor and director for a school
performance of Anton Chekhov’s A Mar-
riage Proposal, playing the father “with
ease and confidence.” Wiltshire will play
Walter in a school performance of A Raisin

in the Sun this year, Garrety wrote. “If he is
anything like he was last year in the school
play The Crucible, where he would ad lib
from time to time in character in order to
make up for the other actors who were
skipping their lines of dialogue, it’s going
to be epic,” Garrety said.

Humble

“Even though Leo is a talented writer,
musician and actor, he is incredibly hum-
ble,” Garrety wrote, pointing out that in
grade 7, when the improv coach made a
mistake of taking on too many students
for the Canadian Improv Games and real-
ized this 10 minutes before the show, Wilt-
shire stepped forward to be cut. “I asked
him later why he had volunteered and he
just said that no one was willing to do it, so
he did, even though he really wanted to
participate,” Garrety wrote in the letter.

Wiltshire said he plans to study liberal
arts at John Abbott College. He’s partici-
pating in a national Poetry in Voice com-
petition for high school students across
Canada and CEGEP students in Quebec.
“My experience in poetry recital is close to
nil,” Wiltshire said. “Despite this, I’m very
excited for this new challenge.”
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Teacher: ‘Talented’ and ‘incredibly humble’

Westmount High’s Wiltshire wins Victor Phillips award

Photo courtesy of
the Black Theatre Workshop



By Laureen Sweeney

The use of salt is deemed to be the best
method for de-icing Westmount streets
given the number of hills that must be
kept open, Mayor Peter Trent told the city
council meeting January 13.

Over the years the city has experi-
mented with other means that proved less
effective, he told Westmount resident Jack
Locke, who questioned the ecological im-

pact of salt. These included a
beet juice product to use with
salt and abrasives such as grit,
which clogged sewers.

“The problem is safety,”
Trent explain ed. He said the city
had been trying for years to re-
duce its consumption of salt. He
wasn’t sure, however, that the
amount used by Westmount
made much impact on the St.
Lawrence River, where it likely
ends up.

Westmount topography
notwithstanding, Trent said he
could not understand why so
much salt had been used to de-
ice the Champlain Bridge over
the years, which has led to its
deterioration and need for re-
placement estimated in the $5-
billion range. In this case, surely
another means could have been
found.

City director general Duncan Campbell
said that new “more intelligent” technolo-
gies now allow for more effective distribu-
tion of salt than in the past. These include

GPS systems that would enable amounts
of salt to be programmed according to the
type of incline of a street, for example.

Depending on the temperature, the salt

is now mixed with calcium
chloride. The salt trucks are
also equip ped with special
spreaders.

In fact, not since Decem-
ber 1983 and 1984 had the
city used as much salt (3,300
tonnes) as last month, Public
Works director Marianne Za-
lzal had told the Independent
before the council meeting
(see story January 14, p. 4).
This was due to the freezing
rain and mixed precipitation
that fell in the latter half of
the month.

Public Works cleaned the
streets well and relatively
quickly during the December
storms, said Councillor
Patrick Martin, Public Works
commissioner. “I want to
congratulate the city workers
doing a remarkable job dur-

ing the holidays.”
Martin also emphasized the need to salt

hills for emergency vehicles and school
buses.
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449 MOUNT STEPHEN,
WESTMOUNT
$4400 Monthly

A beautiful and spacious lower apartment
of semi-detached duplex. Large sun-filled
kitchen overlooking a terrace and garden

2 Exterior parking
Close to parks and all amenities
3 Bedrooms, 2+1 Bathrooms

See details at: www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 22098310

603 LANSDOWNE,
WESTMOUNT
$8900 Monthly

Elegant, semi-detached home with private
back deck & garden. Large eat-in kitchen,
renovated rooms, spacious finished
basement. Driveway & double garage
Located in the heart of Westmount
4+1 Bedrooms, 3+1 Bathrooms

See details at: www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 9960446

1 SEVERN,
WESTMOUNT
$7800 Monthly

Stylish ambiance in semi-detached
contemporary cottage. Modern design,
Great lighting. Two outdoor terraces

and two garages.
Great location.

3 + 1 Bedrooms, 2 + 1 Bathrooms

See details at: www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 26702765

The largest inventory of prestigious
residences in Westmount

Visit our website:
LEASING LUXURY HOMES SINCE 1998 www.groupecopley.com

HEAD OFFICE: 1190 Bishop Street, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3G 2E3
For more information, please contact Liana at 514-656-6437 ext. 102

Email: info@groupecopley.com

Groupe

AVAILABLE FOR RENT

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Superior to grit, beet juice

Salt deemed best option so far for de-icing city’s hills: Trent

Prince Albert Ave. on January 17, one of Westmount’s many hills. Photo: Independent.
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514 935.4205
EdytheBerman

Chartered Real Estate Broker
Independently Owned & Operated Franchise of Royal LePage

Sophisticated furnished rental.

Impressive det. 5 bedroom residence on tree
lined street near Greene Ave. Gracious

entertaining areas, ground floor den plus
office. French doors leading onto terrace
and gorgeous landscaped secret garden.
Housekeeping and gardening services

included. References required.
Asking $10,000 per month. MLS 18686321

WESTMOUNT

 

The Sal Grasso Friendship Tournament
took place at the Westmount arena Janu-
ary 17 to 19. It was the first major hockey
event at the new facility and welcomed
guests from Cape Ann, located just north
of Boston. The match-up has taken place
most years since 1987. Twenty-two teams,
including four girls’ teams, took to the ice.

“This is such an exciting weekend for
everyone. We all had so much fun,” said
Kristin Michel, the Cape Ann tournament
coordinator.

The tournament ended with a real cliff
hanger at the Bantam level. With the score
Cape Ann 4, Westmount 3, time ran out
just as a Westmount player swept down

the ice and sent a shot at goal. It hit the
cross bar, accompanied by huge screams
from the crowd.

The final tally for the tournament was
Westmount 34, Cape Ann 28.

The two communities are already plan-
ning the rematch for next November.

The Westmount Wings are introduced at the start of the tournament.

Above photo, the puck strikes the ice at the cere -
monial start of the tournament at 5:30 pm,
January 17. From left: Dave Lapointe, assistant
director of Westmount Sports and Recreation;
Nicholas Pothier, Westmount Wings Peewee A;
Duncan Campbell, Westmount’s director general;
Mayor Peter Trent; Josh Vorias, Cape Ann Peewee
1; city councillor Victor Drury and Mike Deegan,
Westmount’s director of Sports and Recreation.

Above right photo,
Mayor Peter Trent
presents the tourna -
ment trophy to a
group of en thus -
iastic hockey
players.

Photos: Ralph Thompson.

5-year-old Ian Kirstein, a member of the West -
mount Termites, was the first to hit the ice for the
opening ceremony.

Westmount victorious in Cape Ann / Sal Grasso Tournament



By Laureen Sweeney

Preliminary steps are under way by the
city on a long journey to adopt an online
process for building and renovation proj-
ects.

The Urban Planning priority was out-
lined by Councillor Theodora Samiotis at
the city council meeting January 13 when
Maureen Kiely, vice-president of the West-
mount Municipal Association, asked what
was being done to make the process “eas-
ier and more transparent.”

The need to simplify the issuance of
permits became a topic during the munic-
ipal election campaign last fall and is a pri-
ority for 2014, Samiotis acknowledged. As
a result, she planned to meet January 15
with Urban Planning personnel and a
service provider, one of several being in-

terviewed.
Currently, the paper-based Westmount

process is subject to longer delays than in
many municipalities that already provide
online services to residents applying for
permits, submitting plans and tracking
their progress online.

“Even though our houses may date
from the 19th century, it doesn’t mean our
technology has to stay
there,” Samiotis told the
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We are Westmount.

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT

16,337 copies

Audited by

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am

Publisher: David Price

editor: Kristin McNeill (on maternity leave)

Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney

Letters & Comments:
We welcome your letters but reserve the right
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be
considered for publication the following week.
Please check your letter carefully as we may
be unable to make subsequently submitted
changes. E-mail any letter or comments to
indie@westmountindependent.com.

Owned and published by:
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Fax: 514.935.9241

How Can We Help You?

Stories and letters
David Price: 514.935.4537

indie@westmountindependent.com

Advertising Sales
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567

advertising@westmountindependent.com

Accounting & Classified ads
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138

office@westmountindependent.com

We also publish the Free Press
newspaper in Hampstead,

Côte St. Luc and NDG.

Letters to the Editor
No smoke, no steam

We are writing to correct the allegation
in Mr. Chin’s letter (“Unhealthy centre,”
January 14, p. 6) that the cloud emanating
from the Westmount recreation centre
(WRC) is smoke.

It is, in fact, water vapour (not steam)
and is a by-product of the cooling system
of the WRC. This system is one of the im-
portant aspects of the LEED management
of the WRC where the heating and cooling

of the entire facility, including the pool, are
achieved through recycling of the energy
exhausted from the ice-making equip-
ment.

Duncan E. Campbell, Director
General – city of Westmount

Dog run history
The question is where exactly the

phoenix of the former dog run will arise.
As many residents in the southwest

sector have dogs, the former site along the
embankment of the old rink wall, on what
is referred to as the “peninsula,” was con-
venient and accessible. Yes, there were
complaints about barking, but noise re-
duction measures such as a border of ever-
greens or a lattice framework were never
implemented.

In 2012, when Pomerleau began exca-
vating, the administration considered an
interim dog run in Westmount Park, in
the meadow facing the comfort station or
the area where summertime theatre is
held. Many park users viewed this as inva-
sive, and the administration responded by
leaving the dog run in its old location. In
the winter of 2013, snow removal from the
construction site swamped the border, fol-
lowed by huge mounds of earth that oblit-
erated the dog run.

Heedless of the outcry against incur-
sion into the park, and without consulta-
tion or a survey of area residents, the

administration hired Fauteux et associés
to reconfigure and relocate the dog run to
the old shuffle-board site beside the huge
oaks that border the lagoon, a site treas-
ured as a quiet refuge.

This ill-begotten idea was hastily aban-
doned in the run-up to the election, but
after completion of the Westmount recre-
ation centre (WRC), a mini Maginot Line
of dirt mounds appeared on the west side
of the path bisecting the peninsula. The
message from the administration is that a

dog run should be located as far as possi-
ble away from the WRC’s swimming pool,
because of noise and smell and the un-
sightliness of dogs running around doing
their “business.”

During the shuffleboard debacle, the
Westmount Independent published letters
against the shuffleboard site and many
favoured returning to the peninsula. The
time has come for a well-conceived plan
for a dog run.

John Fretz, Sherbrooke St.

Correction
In 2014, the city expects to pay 1.1 per-

cent more than last year’s $50.3 million to
the agglomeration council for island-wide
expenses. A story last week referred to
$50.3 million as the new 2014 figure. The
Independent regrets the error.

Water vapour rises from the arena January 17.
The view is looking north toward Westmount
Park United Church. Photo: Independent.

By Laureen Sweeney

Users of the new arena will soon have
the services of a pro shop following the city
council’s approval January 13 of a proposal
from Michel Legault to rent the space for
$442 per month. A second offer of $500
from another person was withdrawn be-
fore the city’s decision.

The shop is expected to open February
1 on a five-year lease, according to city di-
rector general Duncan Campbell. The area
is 26 square meters.

Notices for proposals to operate a food
concession will follow shortly, he said.
These specifications are more complex.

The council resolution calls for the

shop to be open during the week and
weekend. It is to provide services that in-
clude skate sharpening, minor repairs and
equipment maintenance, rental of skates
and other equipment. The operator may
also sell basic diverse sporting equipment
as well as city of Westmount and NHL
products.

In the summer, he’ll also supply aquatic
gear, added Councillor Rosalind Davis,
Sports and Recreation commissioner.

Legault, who is from LaSalle, is known
to Sports and Recreation personnel as
someone who is very involved in the
hockey scene, including Westmount,
whose inter-city teams play in the same
league as LaSalle.

Pro shop lease approved,
food concession on the way

Phase 1: providing electronic tools

City paves the way for
online permits system

continued on p. 18
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Invest in your future,
invest in your property

Bunny
Berke
Real Estate Broker

514.347.1928
bunnyberke@yahoo.ca

1314 Greene Avenue
514.933.6781

RE/MAX ACTION (WESTMOUNT) INC.
REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Belize: Villa Opal – La Perla de la Caribe. Escape the throes of winter to your own
private paradise! Spectacular beachfront home in exclusive Belize resort. 4 acres

of sandy beach, access to pool, private pier and ocean. $795,000 USD

Kimry
Gravenor

Sales Coordinator

514.933.6781
bunnyberke@yahoo.ca

Nothing is too big or too small for us to sell; a condo, a home, a revenue property. We can help you with it all!

Old Montreal: 650 Notre Dame O. #1501. Exquisite and unique 5,119 sq. ft. condo
on an entire 1oor. 4 balconies and 4 0replaces. Breathtaking views of the city!

$3,475,000

JUST LISTED NEW PRICE

By Laureen Sweeney

Assistant Public Security director Greg
McBain was appointed by city council Jan-
uary 13 to take over command of the mu-
nicipal force March 31 with the title of
director of Public Safety.

The nomination of McBain, 41, was un-
dertaken to “ensure a seamless succes-
sion” on the retirement of director David
Sedgwick on that date, stated Councillor
Philip Cutler, commissioner of Public Se-
curity, in moving the council resolution.

McBain, who started with the force as
a parks ranger in 1992 and was its first
bike path patroller, became second-in-

command in February 2011 just after the
appointment of Sedgwick. Together, they
have steered the department since then.

“Sedgwick has been a tremendous lead -
er,” Cutler said in recognizing both offi-
cers at the council meeting in the brief
presence of several members of the on-
duty shift. “He has developed great rela-
tions with the police department,” he
added. The meeting was also attended by
local Station 12 police commander Daniel
Gervais.

The naming of McBain at this time will
allow for a transition period, Cutler said.
It is also consistent with the city’s career
planning strategy “which allows it to fill
job vacancies by way of internal promo-
tion.”

“The aim is to continue the service to
citizens while moving forward to update
our programs to meet the future needs of
community,” McBain told the Independent.
“We’re in very good shape with strong core
of officers.”

McBain will not only lead the Public Se-
curity Unit officers (permanent and auxil-
iary part-timers) and parking inspectors,
but also other components of the depart-
ment of Public Safety, which include park-
ing permits and dispatching.

McBain, who grew up on a farm in St.
Gabriel de Valcartier north of Quebec City,
is the father of two boys and a resident of
Pointe Claire, where he coaches at two lev-
els of hockey and also volunteers as a con-
vener/director in the Hockey West Island
organization.

He began his career working summers
with the city while completing police tech-
nology at John Abbott College. He also
played professional hockey in northern
Italy. He was cited by city council in 2000
for outstanding response to a number of
challenging Westmount incidents.

McBain to succeed Sedgwick as head of Public Security Driver injures shoulder
in car accident

Urgences Santé was called to an acci-
dent January 8 at 38 Belvedere Rd. where
one of two drivers complained of pain to
the shoulder, Public Security officials said.
He refused transport to hospital, however.
The street was blocked as other emergency
vehicles responded from police and fire
departments.

The injured man, who was driving a
Mercedes, was a Westmount resident. The
driver of a Ford pick-up lived in Pierre-
fonds. The accident was initially reported
by Public Works at 3:35 pm.

Man taken to hospital
after slipping on ice

A patroller came across a man who slip -
ped on an icy sidewalk at the northwest
corner of Dorchester and Atwater January
11 at 5:48 am, Public Security officials
said. Urgences Santé was summoned and
took the victim to the Montreal General
Hospital suffering a possible fracture to
the foot or ankle. He was identified as a 44-
year-old resident of St. Leonard.

Church door found
ajar at 1:58 am

The basement door to St. Matthias’
Church was found “completely” ajar Janu-
ary 12, Public Security officials report. It
was noticed at 1:58 am by a patroller, who
called for police. The interior was checked
out and no one found inside. A message
was left for church personnel but when
the door could not be locked, patrollers
were reported to have made frequent pass-
ing checks to ensure it had not been blown
open again.
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STE. CATHERINE ST.
(Corner of Mansfi eld) : 

DR. CARINE BOU KARAM, 

DR. CATHERINE HAMELIN, 

DR. CLAUDE ROSATO, 

DR. PATRICIA SORYA 

& DR. JEAN R. TITTLIT, 

OPTOMETRISTS

514 875-1015

EYE
E X A M I N A T I O N S 
O N  T H E 
P R E M I S E SS E S

. CATHERINE ST
rner of M

 RINE BO   

RINE HAMELIN, 

NE ST.
  sfi eld) : 

   ARAM, 

R   

I O N S

O N  T H E 

Eye examinations on the premises by optometrists 
Outside prescriptions accepted

930 Ste. Catherine St. W. (Corner of Mansfield) 

514 875 -1001

29 LOCATIONS ACROSS GREATER MONTREAL INCLUDING :

newlook.ca

THE RIGHT TIME to give yourself 
a fantastic new look is NOW!

You have been 
WAITING for so long...

50% to 70%
off

HALF our frames in store, 
even on select DESIGNER FRAMES!*

 to give yourself 
NOW!

 for so long...

*This offer is valid for a limited time on a selection of frames. Offer applies to the purchase of 
prescription lenses with scratch-resistant treatment. Cannot be combined with any other rebate 
or promotion. Frame for reference only. Details in stores. Michel Laurendeau, optician.

By Laureen Sweeney

Burst pipes at a house at 55 Belvedere
Rd. were found January 10 to have flooded
the main floor and basement of the home
whose back overlooks Côte de Neiges Rd.,
Public Security officials said. Water from
the house was noticed flowing down the
side of the mountain by Public Works per-
sonnel at the city worksite below.

The owner, who was reported to have
been absent from the house for some
time, was contacted through neighbours
and arrived at the scene. Officers entered
with firefighters who shut off the water
and electricity.

The water was believed to have been
running for “quite some time,” officers
said. Icicles hung from the kitchen count -
er and other interior areas were frozen. A
plumber was reported to be en route when
officers departed an hour later.

“It’s very important when leaving a
house unattended in the winter to have
someone check it out every day and to reg-
ister with our SPA (special passing atten-
tion) program,” said assistant Public
Security director Greg McBain.

Under this program, patrollers check
out the exterior of unattended houses a
couple of times a day, he said. They look
for newspapers or parcels left visible and
signs of break-in or other issue such as a
water leak. Homeowners can register by
calling Public Security at 514.989.5222.

Burst pipes flood house, send
water flowing down mountain

City pays out $9,000
to departing councillors

Westmount’s three departing coun-
cillors received a combined total of
$8,930 in December. The allocation
was paid December 12, according to
city director general Duncan Campbell.

As a result, Kathleen Duncan, who
was defeated after two terms (8 years)
in office, received $4,427. Gary Ikeman
and Tim Price, who decided not to seek
re-election after one term, received
$2,256 each.

The amounts do not appear on the
city’s cheque list for December since
they are treated as other payroll items
subject to withholding taxes.

See paper archive.
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PRESTIGIOUS PROPERTIES

AV. ABERDEEN, 
WESTMOUNT   $2,295,000

RECENT SALES / ASKING PRICE

CH. DU BORD DU LAC, L’ÎLE-BIZARD
$3,495,000

ROC FLEURI, VILLE-MARIE  
$2,700,000 TX INCLUDED

  SOLD

AV.REDPATH-CRESCENT, MTL.
$4,900,000

AV. KENSINGTON, 
WESTMOUNT $1,495,000

SOLD

SOLD

  SOLD

CH. DU GOLF, 
NUN’S ISLAND $735,000+TX

CH. DU GOLF, 
NUN’S ISLAND $775,000+TX

SOLD

SOLD

AV.MONTROSE,
WESTMOUNT $10,800,000

CROIS.FORDEN,
WESTMOUNT $7,950,000

CROIS.GORDON,
WESTMOUNT $9,995,000

RUE STANLEY., “GOLDEN 
SQUARE MILE” $3,295,000

AV. SUNNYSIDE,
WESTMOUNT $6,900,000

AV. JEAN GIRARD, 
WSTMT ADJ.  $3,495,000

AV. SUNNYSIDE,
WESTMOUNT $7,500,000

AV. FORDEN,
WESTMOUNT $3,950,000

MARIE–
YVONNE
PAINT
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

514 933 5888
WWW.MYPAINT.CA

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE AGENCY

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.)

NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001
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$ 1,298,000

   
 

 

$ 1,850,000

   
 

 

$ 1,395,000
 

  
 

 

$ 2,795,000

 
   

 
 

$ 359,000
 

 
 

$ 3,900/month

 
 

 
 

price upon request

 

 
TWO OUTSTANDING BROKERS

 
 
 

  

 

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4 PM 
1001 PL. MOUNT-ROYAL #507
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The following article relates to offers to pur-
chase Westmount residential dwellings that
were reported by local real estate agents as
having been accepted in December 2013. Be-
cause they are not final registered sales, the
addresses and prices cannot be made public,
but give a good idea of current trends in local
real estate activity. The graph at right offers a
picture of these trends over time.

The second “non-month” in 2013 –
after August – has brought Westmount
real estate to a screeching halt, marking
the slowest year since 1994 in Westmount
real estate history.

Only three sales were posted by agents
as having taken place in December,
slightly better than two in August, but it
certainly speaks to the worried atmos-
phere as the Quebec and Canadian econ -
omies sputter leading into 2014. Prices
ranged from $1,000,000 to $2,800,000 and
mark-ups (over the 2011 valuation) from
13 to 90 percent, but of course the statis-
tics don’t mean much with such a small
sample. Still, the high price of the three
says there is hope for those whose houses
are worth $2 million and more; two of the
three sales had been on the market five
months or more, while the third was snap -
ped up in seven days. So there are buyers
out there, though they are being very care-
ful with their money.

For the year 2013, the total of 135 sales
(yet to be confirmed) is the second-lowest
annual volume of one- and two-family
transactions since we began keeping re -
cords in 1986 (though much better than
the 97 sales reported in 1994, leading up
to the second referendum on separation).
The average price of last year’s sales was
way down from 2012, dropping to
$1,382,420 from $1,489,423 a year earlier,
but in fact the average mark-up over valu-
ation was 0.3 percent higher, at 125.7 per-
cent last year, so it could be said that the
“typical” Westmount house price stayed
just about even. The point, of course, is
that only 15 sales over $2 million were re-
ported last year compared with 24 in 2012,
and that brought the average price down
significantly.

Condominium sales suffered badly in
December, too, and only one co-op flat on
St. Antoine St. sold in the month. Volume
for the year dropped to 32 condos com-
pared to 40 in 2012; mark-ups were up
very slightly but the average price dipped
to $697,728 from $711,439 the year previ-
ous. Co-ops held their own with 25 sales
compared to 23 in 2012.

For adjacent-Westmount areas, mark-
ups were down in every district, most no-

tably in the Square Mile where the average
mark-up over valuation in nine single-
family sales dropped to 18 percent com-
pared with 72 percent in six sales in 2012.

That last statistic was heavily influ-
enced by one sale at almost triple the tax
value, but in fact there were no mark-ups

less than 30 percent above valuation, so
obviously the interest in downtown single-
family homes dropped drastically in the
past year.

There are hopes the spring market will
revive interest in Westmount properties,
but keep your fingers crossed.
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One Contract at a Time
The Shea Painting approach is simple: one contract at a
time. This ensures that it delivers the highest-quality results.
Its focus is on your project alone, with the greatest
attention to detail, cleanliness and completing the work
on time and on budget. Shea Painting is proud to have
a history of repeat customers and referrals from very
pleased clients.

kevinshea@sheapainting.com 514.267.2378

Shea Painting www.sheapainting.com

   

E & L Landscaping
Division of 3189171 Canada Inc.

25 years
experience

SNOW REMOVAL
• residential and commercial

Reasonable and reliable

Ernest:
514-941-2116

 

    

Mount Royal
Roofing

Snow
Removal
(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.
Serving NDG for 50 years

    

Source: Andy Dodge & Assoc. Inc.

Average adjusted price of a ‘typical’ Westmount home
by month from January 2000 to December 2013

based on accepted offer datesMood of
the Market

Andy Dodge, CRA

December sales: another non-month

Fire extinguished
in portable loo

A small fire was put out January 12 in a
“port-a-potty” toilet at the comfort station
in King George Park, Public Security offi-
cials said. It was extinguished by a caller
who reported the incident at 4:01 pm, stat-
ing he had seen three possible suspects.

Officers questioned a group of four at
Belmont Crescent but all denied responsi-
bility.

Strathcona couple
locked out

Residents locked out of their house on
Strathcona January 13 were brought to the
Public Security headquarters on Stanton
St. until a locksmith was finally able to
open the door, officials said.

Patrollers had initially tried to no avail
to find a way to help the couple gain access
at 6:08 pm. They eventually returned
home at 7:05 pm.
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RENTALS
315 Olivier
3 bedrooms 1+1 bathrooms
all appliances, 2 parking included $3,500/month

214 Cote St-Antoine
2 bedrooms 2 bathrooms
all appliances, 1 parking included $2,300/month

4000 Ch. McDougall
3 bedrooms 3+1 bathrooms
2 garage and appliances included $5,750/month

Forest Hill Condos (4500 Cote des Neiges)
Studios starting at $1,150/month
1 bedrooms starting at $1,395/month
2 bedrooms starting at $1,725/month

Garage, locker, stove, dishwasher included

4335 Coronation
4 bedrooms 2+1 bathrooms, fully renovated house
garage, appliances included $4,500/month

1199 Bishop #201
Fully furnished 1 bedroom $1,975/month

1225 University #507
2 bedrooms 1 bathroom, Available furnished or unfurnished
garage, appliances included, Pool, gym, doorman, golf simulator

$2,990/month

2700 Rufus-Rockhead #231
Fully furnished 2 bedrooms
pool, gym, doorman, garage $2,950/month

4321 St-Jacques #102
3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms
garage, appliances included $2,100/month

1 McGill #303
2 bedrooms 1 bathroom
gym, doorman, garage, appliances $2,700/month

Riva Uno (1160 Ch. Du Golf)
Studios starting at $1,055/month
1 bedrooms starting at $1,500/month
2 bedrooms starting at $2,055/month

Rent includes heating, hot water, electricity, appliances
pool, gym, garage, lockers

Many more properties for sale or for rent – check website

www.tristanpungartnik.com
tristan@twofourseven.ca

C. 514 862 8709

Tristan Pungartnik
Real Estate Broker

Royal LePage Heritage

Angélique 
YMCA member

Rodney 
YMCA member

Your nearest YMCA:
Westmount YMCA

4585 Sherbrooke Street W. (corner Arlington)
514 931-8046

ymcaquebec.org                                                                                                    Certain conditions apply. 

 13TH MONTH FREE
NO JOINING FEES

COME AS  
YOU ARE
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The second RE/MAX Toys for Tots campaign took place starting December 20 when a newspaper article
publicized the appeal of Sun Youth (whole staff are pictured above) for toys aimed at children aged 10
to 14. According to organizer Tania Kalecheff, “with the wholesale price discount from the son-in-law of
one of the [RE/MAX] brokers, we were able to purchase a bunch of toys in addition to the ones collected
from the three offices and deliver them just in time for Xmas.” Kalecheff hopes to have the event again
next year so it can eventually be called the “Annual Toys for Tots” campaign. Photo courtesy of T. Kalecheff

Toys for tots



Thursday, January 23
Author Elaine Kalman Naves gives an

illustrated talk about her book Portrait of a
Scandal: The Abortion Trial of Robert Not-
man. Free. Atwater Library, 1200 Atwater
Ave. 12:30 pm.

Monday, January 27
City budget meeting, city hall. 8 pm.

Wednesday, January 29
Lion in the Streets by Judith Thompson

featuring the third-year Dawson profes-
sional theatre students. Tickets: $12. Daw-
son’s Theatre, 2000 Atwater Ave. 8 pm.
Also at 8 pm January 30 to February 1, and
February 6 to 8. Matinées at 12:30 pm on
Wednesday, January 29, Friday, January 31,
and Thursday, February 6.

Tuesday, February 4
“Understanding Eating Disorders:

Anorexia, Bulimia and Binge Eating,” by
Dr. Jodie Richardson. Free. Westmount
YMCA, 4585 Sherbrooke St. 7 pm.

Ongoing:

Tumbling Tots. Centre Greene. Tues-
days and Thursdays, 9:30 am to 11 am. In-
door/park playground for parents and
children under 5 years. $3.50/morning
drop-in. Coffee and cookies provided.
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Comin’ Up

Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden
treasures into ready cash. Interna-
tional buyer wants to purchase your
antiques, paintings, china, crystal,
gold, silverware, jewellery, rare
books, sports, movies, postcards,
coins, stamps, records. 514-501-
9072.

Career Training

LEARN FROM HOME. EARN FROM
HOME. Huge is a demand for Med-
ical Transcriptionists. Start your on-
line learning today with CanScribe
Career College. www.canscribe.com
1-800-466-1535 info@ canscribe.
com.

Coming Events

Quality Assurance Course for Health
Canada’s COMMERCIAL MARIJUANA
PROGRAM. February 22 & 23 Best
Western Hotel, Kelowna, BC. Tickets:
www.greenlineacademy.com or 1-
855-860-8611 or 250-870-1882.

Employment
Opportunities

There is a CRITICAL need for Medical
Transcriptionists across Canada.
Work from Home. CanScribe grad-
uates welcome and encouraged to
apply. Apply through MTR at
www.hds-mt.com/jobs.

Financial Services

TheLoanProvider.com. 500$+ in-
stant loan. Approved in 1h or less.
No credit check. Apply online or by
phone. Same day deposit. 1-888-
672-7577.

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in
debt! Stop the harassment. Bank-
ruptcy might not be the answer.
Together let’s find a solution – Free
Consultation. Bill Hafner – Trustee in
Bankruptcy. 514-983-8700.

$$$ LOOKING FOR CASH ?? $$$ CALL
NOW!!! 1.866.751.3405.

For Sale

HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price,
Best Quality. All Shapes & Colours
Available. Call 1-866-652-6837.
www.thecoverguy.ca.

QCNA (Quebec Community News-
papers Association) can place your
classified ad into 24 weekly papers
throughout Quebec – papers just
like the one you are reading right
now! One phone call does it all! Call
Marnie at QCNA 514-697-6330. Visit:
www.qcna.org.

#1 high speed internet $32.95/
month. Absolutely no ports are
block ed. Unlimited downloading.
Up to 11Mbps download and
800Kbps upload. Order today at
www. acanac.ca or call toll free 1-
866-281-3538.

SAWMILLS from only $4,897. – MAKE
MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your
own bandmill – cut lumber any di-
mension. In stock ready to ship.
Free info & DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com/400OT. 1-800-566-
6899 ext:400OT.

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL BUILDINGS
60% OFF! 20x28, 30x40, 40x62,
45x90, 50x120, 60x150, 80x100 sell
for balance owed! Call 1-800-457-
2206. www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS

Quality, Convenience
& Customization

Unique lamps and chandeliers,
custom shades & repairs
5903 Sherbrooke W. (at Royal)

(514) 488-4322
Lacontessa.lampes@gmail.com

 

Trained PAB with 24 years
of experience available for

private homecare.
I am cheerful, warm, compassionate
and professional. Willing to provide
other services, such as light cooking
and housekeeping, running errands
and accompanying to appointments.

Flexible scheduling. English
speaking with limited French.

Email kumyol.yu@gmail.com
or call 514-802-1038

   

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
• Corporate & Personal tax returns
• Representation on your behalf

at government tax o�ces
Leonard Klein, CPA, CA

514.499.1949

 

RONDA BLY B.COM.,M.ED.,CPPA
ESTATE & MOVING SALES

514 236-4159
info@rondably.com www.rondably.com

   

WOOD RESTORATION

Henry Cornblit
Professional Craftsman

514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

FREE
ESTIMATE

Touch-ups/repair
service on site!

Stripping/
Staining/Polishing

Fine furniture
& Cabinetry

 

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

�� �

Winter Courses at Contactivity for 60+
last week to sign up for courses at low cost
Most courses start late Jan. or early Feb.

• Monday and/or Thursday Strength & Stretch to Music
• 3 levels of Bridge instruction on Wednesdays (for your little
grey cells), or Fridays • Tango for Seniors (great for cultivating
balance and grace) • Line Dancing • Tai Chi (a terrific slow speed

workout that improves balance and soothes the soul).

Call Pat or Rekha: 514-932-2326
4695 de Maisonneuve West, corner Lansdowne
ask about our home-made community meals & interest groups.

trollers had come upon the large group al-
ready engaged in the fight on Atwater be-
tween de Maisonneuve and St. Catherine,
said assistant director Greg McBain. He
described the incident as “chaotic,” with
disturbances spreading west along St.
Catherine St.

When police arrived, Public Security
confined their efforts to Westmount, fol-
lowing three of the suspects west.

Two machetes?

It was later discovered that the fight had
originated at a club in the old Forum when
a man brandished a machete. It was not
known whether or not this weapon may
have been hidden under the carpet outside
number 4014 in the initial confusion and
subsequently retrieved.

Machete, cont’d. from p. 1

Mount Royal
Roofing

Snow
Removal
(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.
Serving NDG for 50 years

    



Helen Keller said that “the best and
most beautiful things in the world cannot
be seen or even touched – they must be
felt with the heart.”

Poochy, a blind but loving little eight-
year-old Yorkie, takes exactly the same ap-
proach to life, and is hoping to find a
family that feels the same way, and that
will be able to “see” him for the very spe-
cial dog that he is. Poochy is just another
unfortunate dog who did nothing wrong
but found himself homeless and at the
shelter. He was given up by an owner who
couldn’t afford to take him to the veteri-
narian to look after his health issues.

However, even with advanced cataracts,
and much like the famous Helen Keller,
Poochy doesn’t let his disabilities get him
down! He prefers to think of himself as
“handi-capable” and manages quite well
both inside and outside of the house de-
spite only being able to see shadows and
light.

He does occasionally lose his balance
but he doesn’t worry about it too much
and just keeps on going about his life,
doing his regular doggy activities. Some of
his favorite pastimes include playing with
people and other dogs and going for
walks, which he loves to do! A real love
bug, Poochy is affectionate and obedient,
waiting politely by the door to let you know
he needs to do his business and happily
curling up to sleep after, preferably with
another animal!

Poochy is a super sweet and easy dog,
and would do well in pretty much any
home. He’s good with both cats and dogs
– but a home with older or dog-savvy kids
is probably best considering his limited vi-
sion.

If you are interested in adopting
Poochy, please contact Marilyn at adop-
tions.spca@gmail.com.
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The
Underdog
Club
Kristin McNeill

Poochy – blind, but beautiful

Galina is on the right of our photo-
graph. She is living at the shelter Au Répit
de la Montagne now and she is a year and
a half old. She was abandoned at the
pound with her three two-week-old kit-
tens.

The kittens were adopted within hours
and Galina fell into a deep depression
without them. Since there was no one at
the pound to claim her, she was scheduled
to be euthanized in their gas chamber and
was saved just in time by the shelter. Once
she was taken in, she recuperated rapidly
with good food and kindness. She is now
very healthy, extremely affectionate and
loves to cuddle.

Jackie is on the left of our photograph.
She was born at the shelter last year. Her
mother Aline was taken in when she was
pregnant and the kittens were born there.
Now it’s Jackie’s turn to go to a new fam-
ily. She is seven months old now and has
the honour of being one of the most play-
ful kittens they have ever had. She is a
hugger and a cuddler as well.

If you would like more information on
Galina and Jackie, please contact Anouk

Lecompte at the shelter Au Répit de la
Montagne on her email at anoukle-
compteremax@sympatico.ca or on her
cellular at 514.234.2668. You can also find
out more about the rescue on their web-
site www.aurepitdelamontagne.com.

Needed: pet stuff

If you have any items you would like to
donate to the shelter (not forgetting cat lit-
ter, pet food or old blankets), please con-
tact the rescue at the contact information
above and they will come by at your con-
venience. I recently gave a number of un-
used items to the shelter and they are now
being used by the pets. It seems the most
wanted of all was a large brown rubber
ball, the size of a soccer ball, which the
dogs are now playing with merrily in the
snow.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Affectionate Galina and Jackie

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Water work gums up
morning traffic

A water works project in the middle of
The Boulevard January 9 caused traffic
congestion at 7:40 am making it difficult
for students arriving at The Study, Public
Security officials said.

Officers assisted the school crossing
guard in helping the children cross
safely.

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency
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6631 St. Lawrence Blvd. (corner
Beaubien) – December 7, 2013

Greg Dunning, The Connoisseur; beer
drinker/brewer/hunter

Ideal beer: One that is made by people
who care more about the beer than the
money

Favourite beer: Too many to mention

David Price, The Philistine; beer drink -
er (Greg says “thinker,” but he is being too
generous)

Ideal beer: Stronger-than-average lager,
even it’s commercial Canadian beer

Favourite beer:Harp

For this review, we were accompanied
by our incorruptible “Euro-sidekicks,”
Mila of Prague and Willem of Amsterdam,
and their three bierfriends. Serving exclu-
sively Quebec microbrew on tap since
2004, this two-room bar (and superb
 terrace in the summer), as of our arrival at
7 pm, was at full capacity with an ani-
mated, young professional crowd. Vices
& Versa serves 35 different drafts (a re-
markable number for a Montreal pub),
 rotating its selection substantially every
two weeks.

THE PHILISTINE:My first choice was
Kellerbier (5.5%) and according to brewer
Les Trois Mousquetaires (Brossard), an
unfiltered Pilsner. I chose this beer mo-
ments before my beer guide, Greg, came
over and told me he had elected to open
with it as well; an auspicious start. And I
liked it. It was a bit fruity, but not over-
powering, as many American pale ales
(APAs) are. I would describe this one as
halfway to that level of flavour.

THE CONNOISEUR: “Keller,” in Ger-

man means cellar or from the
basement, where the beer has
been slowly maturing in a barrel.
A lager is fermented longer, more
slowly and at a lower temperature
than an ale, with a bottom-fer-
menting yeast. The effect is that
the bubbles in the beer are small -
er, making it taste smoother. Les
Trois Mousquetaires’ Kellerbier is
a superb lager with noticeable
hop assertiveness, giving it that
fruit iness that my colleague
refers to, which is a good exam-
ple of a German-style lager, but
not a Pilsner (Thank you, Mila.)

THE PHILISTINE: My next
was Claire (5%) a blonde lager by
L’Alchimiste (Joliette). It had a bit
of a metallic taste, which I am
finding more and more wide-
spread. Like the Kellerbier,
though, this beer was at half the
flavour strength that most “metal-
lic” beers have. I liked it despite
the metallic-ness (metal-icity?).

THE CONNOISEUR: I also
stayed in the lager family of L’Al-
chemiste with Bock de Joliette
(6.1%). It had a fuller body feel
(like an ale) than the classic clean,
light, and malty flavour a bock should have
and I think that this came from the fact
that L’Alchemiste is a practitioner of “big
beer” India pale ales (IPAs). This bock had
too much alcohol and too much American
hop taste, and simply tasted like half an
ale, instead of a nice bock. Not recom-
mended.

THE PHILISTINE: My next beer was
Wescot IPA (7%) by Micro-Brasserie

Broadway (Shawinigan), a cask ale. I did
not like this beer. It was too skunky, which
I know ale lovers love, but I don’t.

THE CONNOISEUR: The whole beer-
crew actually sampled the only cask beer
on the menu at this moment in our quest.
After being bombarded by commercially
bottled beer for decades, “going back” to
unfiltered, room-temperature, practically
non-carbonated English draught is a big
ask for most, especially for David, my
“lagerhead” colleague.

But for the beer geek, a cask is an op-
portunity to imagine for a moment that he
is sharing a pint with Ned Stark in Game of
Thrones.

The lone Englishman in our group
loved it because he had acquired a taste for
it before being dispatched to the colonies.
One of its main advantages is that you can
consume a lot of them because they do not

fill you up, but at a ridiculous 7%,
our representative of the Queen
wisely had just one.

THE PHILISTINE:My last beer
of the evening was my favourite,
Rousse, again by Les Trois Mous-
quetaires. This beer did not try to
impress with a strong taste. It is –
Greg tells me – a classic, true to its
roots, Vienna-style lager, which is
copper-ruby red in the glass and
sweet and smooth. It was just good
and that was the best part about it.

THE CONNOISEUR: My final
beverage was Big Ben Porter (5.5%)
from Brasseurs de Monde (St. Hy-
acinthe). I was expecting a sweeter
version of Guinness, since I
wanted to end the evening with a
dessert-type beer, and porter usu-
ally pairs nicely with cheese, pie or
chocolate. Since I was already in
training for the upcoming Christ-
mas feast, I skipped the dessert,
but was blasted with too much bit-
terness, too much dark chocolate,
and not enough sweetness. It’s
much better from the bottle.

Recommendation?

THE PHILISTINE: I would rec-
ommend Vices & Versa. The food was
above average. Most of us enjoyed our
bison burgers with nice, thick crispy
French fries and some other standard pub
fare. The service was fast and informed, if
a bit unfriendly. Get there early if you’re a
big group.

THE CONNOISEUR: There has never
been a better time to explore Quebec mi-
crobrews, with about 20 new ones coming
out each month. But it’s a little wild out
there with unseasoned, nouveaux brewers
challenging classic beer styles with un-
usual spices, enormous hop additions,
and oddly timed releases, making almost
every beer taste like an IPA. There was no
harvest ale, Oktoberfest or Christmas/win-
ter ale. Bummer. Maybe I was just in be-
tween seasons and should have gone back
two weeks later. Things that make you go
hmmmm...

Beer Review: Vices & Versa – Bistro du Terroir

Photo courtesy of Willem Westenberg.

FUNERAL HOMES

COLLINS CLARKE
MACGILLIVRAY WHITE

ALL THE SERVICES OF A FUNERAL COMPLEX — THE AMBIENCE AND COMFORT OF YOUR HOME

INTIMACY — COMFORT — PROFESSIONALISM 
200 SEAT CHAPEL • RECEPTION HALLS

FUNERAL PREARRANGMENTS
CREMATION AND COLUMBARIUM

— S INCE  1840  —

Martin Allaire, Director - West Island/Montréal/South Shore

514 483-1870 - 1 888 342-6565 - WWW.DIGNITEQUEBEC.COM

27 Salisbury Ave
(exit 49, highway 20)
Pointe-Claire, QC  H9S 3Z2

5610 Sherbrooke West St.
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
Montréal, QC  H4A 1W5

307, promenade Riverside
Saint-Lambert 
QC  J4P 1A7

Small garbage fire
extinguished

A Public Security patroller spotted
smoke coming from a garbage can Janu-
ary 2 at 4:55 pm at the northeast corner of
Greene and St. Catherine. It was initially
extinguished using water from a 1.5-liter
water bottle, but subsequently “doused” by
firefighters. Public Works was called to salt
the area.

Contractor ticketted
$1,250 on Lansdowne

A contractor was ticketted $1,250 for
occupying the city street without  per -
mission January 4 while working at 250
Lansdowne, Public Security officials re-
port.

The next day, officers returned to the
same building just north of St. Catherine
for a water leak and shut off the water.



By Laureen Sweeney

Results of the first phase of the city’s re-
zoning efforts to limit the size and num-
ber of medical offices in the Victoria village
area will be known soon with the close of
petitions January 22 requesting that refer-
endum registers be held on the issue.

The purpose of the zoning change is to
prevent an influx of medical offices and
the increased traffic and parking con-
straints they would be expected to generate
(see story December 3, 2013, p. 1).

By press time January 20, only three in-
dividual residents had gone to city hall to
request a register and no organized peti-
tions had been received, said city clerk Vi-
viana Iturriaga Espinoza. The two options
are being made possible so that individu-
als who may not know whether or not a
petition is circulating in their zone may
sign up at city hall.

They have until 4:30 pm Wednesday to
do so, at which time the city clerk’s office
will start validating names.

While it is not known how long this el-
igibility check of signatories will take, she
said, “at least we have an up-to-date elec-
toral list to refer to.”

The rezoning applies to six “concerned”
zones – all commercial ones stretching
along Sherbrooke from the west city limits
to Grosvenor and south on Victoria.

But 10 “contiguous” residential zones
that touch the concerned zones, are also
involved in the complex referendum
process. Two of these, in particular, are
very large. One stretches north almost to
Côte St. Antoine from Sherbrooke from
west of Claremont to Grosvenor and con-
tains 475 dwelling units. Another, along
both sides of Sherbrooke (Grosvenor to
Kitchener), has 460.

Already, a number of owners and/or

the representatives of commercial build-
ings are known to be opposing the by-law
by way of the register process.

On the other hand, residents of con-
tiguous zones who are in favour of the by-
law may choose for strategic reasons to
apply to open a register in their zone in the
hope that they will have the opportunity to
vote in the process at a later stage.

As a result, letters dated January 9 ex-
plaining the process were sent out by dis-
trict councillors Rosalind Davis and
Christina Smith. Some 1,200 were printed
and delivered.

“The feedback has been hugely sup-
portive,” Smith said last week. “It’s a park-
ing issue. I’m pleased the city is being
proactive. Down the road, we hope to find
a solution to parking.”

Davis said she believed that independ-
ent merchants, their customers and resi-
dents should have a right to park on the
street near the shops or their homes rather
than having these spaces overtaken by an
influx of medical offices in the Victoria vil-
lage.
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The Lake of Two Mountains Hunt
marked its 70th anniversary with a dinner
dance on January 11 at the Atwater Club.

About 50 members and friends at-
tended.

Westmounters present were Eric and
Linda Lenczner, Peter and Paula Gillett,

Alwyn Gillett and Willie Tretiak, Christo-
pher and Eve Gillett, Michael and Barbara
Galletti, Barbara Baudinet, and Martha
and Nicolas Matossian.

The hunt is based at Forever Green Sta-
bles in Glen Robertson, Ontario, just over
the border with Quebec.

From left, Westmounters Nicolas Matossian and Peter Gillett, Richard Glaude, huntsman François
Seguin, Claude Robert and Westmounter Eric Lenczner, who is the master of the hunt.

Photo courtesy of Linda Lenczner.

Two Mountains hunt celebrates 70 years

Westmount: 514-369-1056
Ville St-Laurent: 514-331-1055

QUALITY.
PERFORMANCE.
VALUE.

$10,000 Tax Credit
PLUS

Holiday Specials

Up
to

Victoria village parking at stake: councillors

Referendum registry process moves
into high gear on medical offices

Quality, Convenience
& Customization

Unique lamps and chandeliers,
custom shades & repairs
5903 Sherbrooke W. (at Royal)

(514) 488-4322
Lacontessa.lampes@gmail.com
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Marie-Laure Guillard
Real estate broker

514-918-6491
www.mlguillard.ca

Carmen Berlie
Real estate broker

514-484-7656
www.carmenberlie.com

experience – efficiency – personalized attention.

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE, LINTON
APARTMENTS: Elegant & spacious
3 bdrs, 2 baths. Gar age. Totally
renovated w/quality & good taste.
Top floor. mls 769946 $815,000

WESTMOUNT, CLARKE AVE:
Very exclusive building.Top location.
Impeccable 2 bedrooms, 2 baths,
2 garages. Pool.
mls 9365164 $1,100,000

OLD MONTREAL, 1 McGILL:
9th floor, fabulous views, superb 3
bdrms, 2 baths, garage. Prestigious
building, impeccable move in unit!
mls 18161874 $1,150,000

WESTMOUNT ADJ., LE BARAT:
Location, location!! Choice of 3
bedroom units on 1 or 2 floors.
Lovely mountain views. Easy
occupancy. $549,000-$839,000

NEW
——————————————— Exclusive Buildings ———————————————

Many Westmounters lined up for the
drippingly delicious Dunn’s smoked meat
sandwiches at the Atwater Library’s fun
evening last November.

The event featured a silent auction of
donated items including work from West-
mount artists Jennifer Hornyak (a paint-
ing) and Susan Pepler (a floral print);
beautiful pashmina scarves from Reuben
Abramowsky; gift certificates from Toqué
and Ferreira Café; and a toy train set from
the library’s past president, Marshall
Wansbrough, which choo-chooed around
a tiny track much to the amusement of
guests. It sold for $450.

Westmounters spotted included guests
of honour Constance and Laurence Pathy;
library president Mary Rivard-David (at-
tending with her husband Claude); West-
mount mayor Peter Trent; library board
members Lionel Blanshay (there with his
wife Pat); Andrew Clark, former mayor

Karin Marks and Ellen Wallace (there with
her husband former councillor David Lai-
dley); as well as library supporters, local
res Julie and Richard Pound (chair of the
library’s capital campaign), Guy Lachance,
Judith Kashul and James Coulton, Michael
Harrison, Brian Webb, Lorraine Briscoe,
Patricia Quill, Mary Anne Ferguson, Re-
ford MacDougall, Barbara and Trevor
Bishop, Colin Adair, Robert Johnson, Joan
and Alex Paterson, Gael Eakin and
Desmond Morton, Linda and Peter Leus,
John Aylen, Dora Koop, Anne and Derek
Drummond, library historian Susan
McGuire, Westmount city councillors
Theodora Samiotis and Rosalind Davis,
with her husband Tom; Chris Pickwoad,
event committee member Nikola Reford;
James Brodeur, Diana andGeorge Hendy,
and John Archer, whose digital photo was
donated along with 16 Aislin cartoons to
raise funds for the library, which has no
endowment fund and receives only
$47,000 a year in core funding from gov-
ernments.

Also seen were library vice-president
Bob Bechard; event chair Michael Belmer
(there with his wife Lynn); David Angus;
John Rae; Paul K. and Patricia Marchand;
Janet and John Blachford; Susan Briscoe;
Camilla Leigh; Stephanie Blanshay; Steve
Shanahan, Montreal councillor for Peter-
McGill district; Anne Sutherland from The
Gazette; and Dennis Trudeau, the event’s
emcee.

The evening raised over $81,000.

Social Notes 

from Westmount
and Beyond
Veronica Redgrave

Dunn’s, Aislin and silent auction at Atwater Library

Terry Mosher, aka Aislin (left), Constance and Laurence Pathy. Mary Rivard David, Michael Belmer, Lynn Verge and Lionel Blanshay. Photos: Matthew Groot

514 933-4141

www.wecare.ca

The Best
Home Care

at home,
hospital and

residence

    

Pathy recognized
with Order of Canada

For “her contributions to the vitality
of classical dance and music in
 Quebec, through her leadership and
generosity,” Westmounter Constance
Pathy was awarded the Order of
Canada by Governor General David
Johnston on December 30.

Independent on her way into the meeting
January 15 with a service provider that
supplies some 400 municipalities across
Quebec with online urban planning serv-
ices.

She later said the first phase of such a
project would be to provide the Urban
Planning department with the electronic
tools “that would enable them to respond
to residents more quickly.”

This starting phase and the training of

personnel in the new tools will be the em-
phasis for this year, she said.

Although Westmount is “late in the
game” to implement online services,
“today’s newer technology should provide
a better product.”

The city has been working toward
stream lining the issuing of permits in other
ways, she pointed out. This includes the im-
plementation of a fast-tracking process for
small, so-called routine, renovation or re -
storation projects (see June 14, 2011, p. 1).

Permits, cont’d. from p. 6
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GROUPE SUTTON
CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
Real Estate Agency
www.suttonquebec.com

WELCOME TO THE RIGHT ADDRESS

MARIE SICOTTE
REAL ESTATE BROKER 

514.953.9808
mariesicotte@videotron.ca

mariesicotte.com

M
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WESTMOUNT 627 Clarke $3,395,000
Modern 4 bedroom residence by Max Roth, astonishing views,
open concept. MLS 26285951

WESTMOUNT 5 Grove Park $1,349,000
Semi designed by P. Nobbs, 3+1 bedrooms, renovated, garage,
superb location! MLS 13012284

T.M.R. 1960 Kildare $1,395,000
Beautiful 4 bedroom home on 6000 sq.ft lot, reno vat ed, heated
floors, solarium, garden. MLS 13890850

DOWNTOWN 1227SherbrookeW, #44 $795,000
Prestigious 3 bedroom condo in the ACADIA, 24-hour security,
wood floors, indoor parking. MLS16250732

SUD-OUEST 1713 St-Patrick, #310 $3,200/mth
Superb open concept in Redpath Lofts, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath,
fireplace, 2 interior parkings. MLS 9066662

LE PLATEAU 4235 de la Roche $450,000
Fabulous 2 bedroom ground floor condo. Renovated, furnished,
wood floors, garden. MLS 22731061

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

RENTAL

IVRY-SUR-LE-LAC Lac Manitou $475,000
Rare occasion! 3 acre lot on a pristine lake, 200’ waterfront, 1
hour from Mtl. MLS 14203761

HARRINGTON Ch. du Lac $4,995,000
A piece of paradise on 850+ acres of prime land on the shores
of Rivière Rouge. MLS 10665881

TREMBLANT 123 Dicaire $719,000
Panoramic views, access to Lake Moore, spa, sauna, gym,
fire place, 4 bdr, 3+1 bth, cycling path & more! MLS 25054664

TREMBLANT AREA $549,000
Charming 3 bedroom farmhouse on 22 acres of land. Ideal for
country skiing, snowshoeing. MLS 10839069

TREMBLANT AREA La Conception $1,200,000
Amazing 387 acres development opportunity! 1,200 ft frontage
on Lake Xavier and 3,900 ft on Rivière Rouge. MLS 9129506

WESTMOUNT ADJ. 3022 Trafalgar Ave. $1,850,000
Elegant 1923 residence, 5 bedroom, pool, garage, steps from
Beaver Lake and schools, great opportunity! MLS 10691975

ACCEPTED OFFER

OPEN HOUSE, SUN 2-4 pm
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FLOULIS
SISTERS

Real Estate Brokers

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest Inc. – Real Estate Agency, 245 Victoria Ave., Suite 20, Westmount

Magdalini Androniki
B.A., B.C.L., LL.B. B.A.

514-808-0426 514-574-0426

The Smart Choice
in

Real Estate

www.thefloulissisters.com


