
By Laureen Sweeney

The city unveiled a final plan February
6, worked out with contractor Pomerleau
Inc. to launch work by March on the new
arena/pool project. The Westmount Recre-
ation Centre (WRC), its official name, is to
be completed in 2013 on a design-build
contract of $33.5 million.

Announced at a morning press confer-
ence, the total cost is projected at $38.3
million, an increase of $1 million over the
initial $37-million estimate two years ago,
but inflation-equivalent even after an ad-
ditional energy-saving investment of $1.5
million, Mayor Peter Trent said.

Highlights include shifting the contro-
versial parking lot and vehicle access from
Lansdowne to Arena Drive, leaving the
tennis courts in place and scaling back the
length of one of the two underground ice
rinks.

Plans show that after demolition of the

existing acre-sized arena, the entire south-
west area will be covered with park land
except for the outdoor pools and a small
one-storey entry pavilion off Arena Drive.
There will also be an emergency exit build-
ing onto de Maisonnneuve.

“The projected cost of the WRC is now
$36.8 million, which is slightly below the
original budget of $37 million set in April
2010,” Trent said.

However, he explained, the city decided
to invest $1.5 million in addition to the
$36.8 million to build to the gold level of
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design), an investment in energy

reduction to save the city at least $100,000
a year.

The Pomerleau contract includes the
new $1.5 million cost.

Since $1 million has already been spent
on the project, he said, all costs moving
forward are to be covered by the $37-mil-
lion loan by-law approved in August 2010.

This is to be offset by a $20-million gov-
ernment infrastructure grant, $5 million
in fundraising and $12 million in financ-
ing. 

Rink reduced 15 feet

Scaling back the size of one rink to 185
feet from the proposed 200 feet – the
length of the other one – enables the rinks
to be repositioned away from various un-
derground city services, he said. This is to
generate a saving of $2 million.

Company president Pierre Pomerleau,
a Westmount resident, confirmed at the
press conference that he would deliver
construction of the outdoor pool in time
for summer 2013 and the rinks a few
months later for the fall-winter season.

“We will mobilize on the site a week
after the contract is signed, the end of this
week, I believe,” he told the Independent.

Demolition of the ex-
isting pool is scheduled to

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
We are WestmountWeekly. Vol. 6 No. 2b February 7-8, 2012

continued on p. 8

You’re more Scottish than you think.
Celebrate Robbie Burns’ day
with St-Ambroise Scotch Ale.

Available locally, as of January 19th, at:
METRO FLETCHER (4840 Sherbrooke West)

DISTRIBUTION ALIMENTAIRE AUBUT (3975 St. Ambroise)
FROMAGERIE ATWATER (134 Atwater)
IGA TOPETTA (3964 Notre Dame West)
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DIAMOND AWARD WINNER 2009,2010,2011
(awarded to the top 3% of Royal Lepage Realtors in Canada)

    

No Lansdowne car entrance, smaller second rink and LEED gold

City, contractor agree on new arena/pool plan

lkaufman@sothebysrealty.ca

Partner | Certified real estate agent

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK | Real Estate Agency

�A rendering of what the new arena will look like when viewed from St. Catherine St. shows a new pool
area, changing rooms (under a green roof) and an entry pavilion at the end of Arena Drive.

Image montage: Marosi + Troy

Arena expenses to date
released, see p. 8.



2 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February 7-8, 2012

NEW YORK | LONDON | PARIS | MONTREAL | TORONTO | LOS ANGELES | VANCOUVER
1 Westmount Square, Suite 446 Each oYce independently owned & operated | Real Estate Agency sothebysrealty.com

* Asking price | ** With conditions

“Artfully uniting Extraordinary Properties
with Extraordinary Lives”

josephmontanaro.com

JOSEPHMONTANARO
B . A R C H  |  R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

514.660.3050

PRESTIGIOUS
RESIDENCES
AND
DISTINGUISHED
CONDOS

Westmount | Gorgeous 3 Storey 7 Bedroom Detached Residence with Garage $2,695,000
Exclusive | Grove Park

Downtown | 64 St Paul $1,195,000
MLS 8497214

Westmount $1,279,000*

RECENTLY PURCHASED

Le Plateau | Duplex $719,000
MLS 8685238

Westmount | 2 Westmount Square $2,499,000
MLS 8599167

Île-des-Soeurs $3,375,000
MLS 8666490

Westmount $8,000 Monthly
MLS 8679818

Downtown | Acadia $1,079,000
MLS 8674230

Downtown | Le Chateau $869,000
MLS 8555884

Downtown $3,500,000
Exclusive | Summerhill

Outremont $1,249,000
Exclusive | Côte-Ste-Catherine

Westmount Adj $1,699,000
MLS 8617868

Westmount | 2 Westmount Square $1,349,000
MLS 8631775

Downtown $999,000*

Montreal $2,495,000
Exclusive | Lavoisier

Westmount Adjacent $1,798,000
MLS 8650109

Westmount Adjacent $2,995,000
MLS 8582605

Westmount | Chateau Westmount $1,649,000
MLS 8642063

Outremont $1,175,000
MLS 8689151

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

REVISED PRICE

INTRODUCING

REVISED PRICE REVISED PRICE

INTRODUCING

Westmount | Stunningly Renovated 5 Bedroom Detached Residence $2,450,000
MLS 8667566

Westmount | Renovated Victorian in Excellent Location Near Park $2,499,000
Exclusive | Metcalfe

RECENTLY PURCHASED
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BUNNY BERKE
Real Estate Broker

514 933 8037
Invest in yourself, Invest in your property

Real Estate Agency

BUNNYBERKE.COM The address to find your next address
476 Roslyn, Westmount

$2,495,000

SOLD

By Laureen Sweeney

December crime statistics for West-
mount released last week by police bring
the year to a close with totals that are rela-
tively similar to those reported in 2010.

Despite percentage ups-and-downs in
various categories of crime samplings,
most reflect a continuing trend in crimi-
nality here as being “very quiet,” said sta-
tion 12 commander Stéphane Plourde.
“This is good news.”

One anomaly for the year not shown in
the crime samplings, however, was a mur-
der – a rare occurrence in Westmount.
While it occurred more than a year ago, on
January 13 on Clarke Ave., the fatal shoot-
ing of Jason Peagram remains unsolved,
Plourde confirmed, “but we’re still work-
ing on it.” While it’s believed to be drug-re-
lated, he said, “as far as I know there are
no suspects.”

On the other hand, there were arrests
for break-and-enter and bank hold-ups
during the year, he said. As well, impor-
tant information from a citizen enabled

police to tail – and force “out of town” a
person suspected of breaking into cars.

Despite a reported island-wide rash of
laptops, smart phones and other electronic
devices being snatched from the hands of
users on the street, he said, most are tak-
ing place downtown.

One is ‘too much’

Because this type of theft usually in-
volves pushing or other forms of violence,
these crimes are typically reported statisti-
cally as “robbery.” While all incidents of
robbery in Westmount rose almost 11 per-
cent last year, their total number of 82 av-
eraged out to only 1.4 per month for all
types, including bank hold-ups.

Nevertheless, Plourde said, “one is too
much.”

As large numbers of graffiti sightings
made headlines during the year, a decline
shown in police statistics is not compara-
ble to the previous year since the report-
ing system changed mid-year in 2011.
Many reports previously came from Public
Security, which now refers to police only

those causing major damage or recog-
nized as having known tags. The change
was made to expedite graffiti removal.

Wayward motorists spotted

Station 12’s infra-red licence-plate
reader mounted on the traffic cruiser last
year has been responsible for the recovery
of stolen cars, as well as many expired li-
cence plates and driver’s licences, Plourde
said.

This is very important because “it’s
usually the same people who run red
lights who don’t renew their permits. Peo-
ple who care about road safety pay up.”

With the station’s new efforts at “rap-
prochement” – reaching out to citizens in
2012 as previously reported, Plourde said
he hoped people will indeed feel comfort-
able about sharing their information on
suspicious happenings by calling 911.

December criminality in Westmount shows little change

‘Quiet’ trend continues in 2011 despite ups and downs

SOLD

Rochelle
Cantor

Real Estate Broker

514.605.6755

1788 SF
WESTMOUNT | 2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE
Beautiful unit with spectacular North views offering
2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, beautiful kitchen,
large walk-in closet, direct access to shops,
indoor pool, gym and sauna.

RENTED

$995,000
WESTMOUNT | CHATEAU WESTMOUNT
Enjoy luxurious comfort in this beautiful “Pied
à Terre” with quality finishings, 2 bedrooms,
2+1 bath, granite kitchen counters. A true gem
in this highly sought after building.

$1,085,000 / $5,500 month
WESTMOUNT | 2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE
INCREDIBLE VIEWS WITH ENCHANTING SUNSETS!
This beautifully renovated 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom
corner unit offers  Breathtaking North & West views.

OFFERED AT PURCHASE or RENT

2011 2010 Total Total %
Type of crime reported Dec. Dec. 2011 2010 change

Break and enter 6 7 82 74 +10.8

Robbery 3 0 17 20 -15.0

Theft from vehicles 11 14 213 209 +1.9

Theft of vehicles 3 2 30 29 +3.4

Graffiti 0 21 172 239 *

Hit-and-run 15 21 211 235 -10.2

* Not comparable due to change in reporting system.

Year-end 2011

Westmount crime samplings
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À votre écoute
depuis plus de 25 ans

Sylvie Lafrenière

Cell :  514 895-7001

www.sylvielafreniere.com

RE/MAX Westmount Inc.

sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

WESTMOUNT – 1st ad! Immaculate
4+1 bedroom home, renovated with great
talent from top to bottom. This home has
it all: chef’s kitchen, southern city views,
woodwork, fireplaces, finished basement
with separate ground-level entrance, indoor
garage plus 2 parkings, air conditioned.
Drenched in sunlight! A must see! $1,439,000

 

By Marlene Eisner

With only a handful of tenants remain-
ing, Cromwell Management is hoping the
building at 345 Victoria Ave. will be empty
by summer so it can begin major renova-
tions in the fall.

The company wants to completely gut
the structure’s interior and re-lease the
newly designed spaces. The new rents will
be at market value for the area.

“When we bought the building three
years ago, it was in very bad physical con-
dition,” said Michael Doroshenko, a
Cromwell leasing agent.

“It has the original furnace, the roof is
leaking and it’s not efficient in terms of
the air conditioning. Rather than do patch
work to fix it, we are trying to get it empty,
re-build it completely and re-lease it. We
would like to make it a LEED classification
building, and we would like to attract a
good quality of tenant.”

Doroshenko said vacating the premises
is more efficient than working around the
occupants. As of mid-January, there was
still tenants on the third, fourth and fifth floors. 

“I would say two major tenants are left
and one is leaving in June. We’re trying to
help them relocate. For the most part, we
aren’t having too many issues with people
leaving.”

The Café Restaurant Victoria, located at
street level, will not have to move, he said,
although an employee of the restaurant
said they have been affected by the num-
ber of tenants that have moved out.

“We used to get a lot of business from
the building, and now it’s down,” she said.

The Independent tried to contact a
number of current and former tenants,
but calls were not returned. However, an
employee of one company still in the

building said they have been asked to
move by summer.

“They [Cromwell] said, ‘If you move
out, we’ll facilitate your move.’”

As to who will end up in the new of-
fices?

“It’s open to anyone who wants to
rent,” said Doroshenko.

In reference to rumours that the reno-
vations are being done to make way for
McGill University Hospital Centre
(MUHC) medical offices, he had this to
say: “It’s a good thought, but we haven’t re-
ally gone that route at all. We haven’t for-
mulated an idea for a medical plan; maybe
that’s who we will attract, but it’s not our
goal.”

Tenants at 345 Victoria Ave. are being moved out so that the building owners can renovate.

Cromwell to begin major reno in fall 

345 Victoria tenants asked to go

AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

.com

514-937-8383

Upper Westmount
Impressive stone residence on Sunnyside Ave, 4 + 1 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms,

2 cars garage, small back garden option. Let’s talk about an offer!
More… info & Photo visit www.mcguiganpepin.com

Baby unhurt in 
3-car collision

A baby was among those reported to
have escaped injury in a three-car accident
January 24 at Sherbrooke and Mount
Stephen, Public Security officials said.

The accident occurred just after 11 am,
they said, when a Range Rover turned east
off Mount Stephen colliding with the rear
of a westbound Hyundai, which subse-
quently hit a Nissan parked in front of
4545 Sherbrooke at the northwest corner
of the intersection. Firefighters asked pub-
lic safety officers to block traffic while
awaiting arrival of Urgences Santé to
check out the baby’s condition.

Wind blows door open,
dog sounds alert

A loose and barking dog alerted au-
thorities to a front door that had been
blown open at its home early January 18.
The dog, which lived on Victoria Ave. near
The Boulevard, had initially been spotted
down the street by residents, who called
Public Security. 

When public safety officers responded
at 12:50 am, they located the dog barking
on the porch where the door was wide
open. Residents were home and were in-
formed.
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Laurie Tenenbaum
Real Estate Broker

514•248•7272

1st OPEN HOUSE

The Trafalgar
3980 Ch. de la Cote-des-Neiges

Excellent opportunity to acquire an
elegant and spacious 3-bdrm, 3-bath

condo. Indoor parking. $785,000
www.LaurieTenenbaum.com

   

Selwyn House helps out at
seniors’ Carnival luncheon

Around 90 members of the Contactivity Centre turned out on February 3 for one of the opening events
of last weekend’s Westmount Winter Carnival – the Seniors’ Carnival Luncheon. On hand to help serve
BBQ’d chicken meals ordered in were students from Selwyn House, as well as Councillors Cynthia
Lulham and Nicole Forbes and staff from Westmount Sports and Recreation. From left, top row:
students Jules Gagnon, Jeremy Chow, Matthew Millot, Antoine Henrichon-Goulet and Greg Segal.
Bottom row: centre members Josephine Fedele, Diane Desjardins and Eleanor Armstrong.

Photo: Martin C. Barry

The lending of eBooks started Jan-
uary 31 at the Atwater Library and
Computer Centre. Members are now
able to download digital books from
the library’s website to their eReader
for the loan period “usually 14 days
but up to 21 days.”

Besides offering free workshops on
how to use the service, the library’s
reading room has a dedicated eBooks
download computer and staff are on
hand for coaching. 

Anyone with an Atwater Library
membership number and a compati-
ble eReader (not including a Kindle)
will be able to use any computer with
internet access to borrow the library’s
eBooks.

Atwater Library membership is
open to residents of any municipal ad-
dress for $10 for three months, $20
for six months or a maximum of $35
for a full year.

The library is located at 1200 Atwa-
ter, its phone number is 514.935.7344
and its website is www.atwaterli-
brary.ca.

Atwater Library
eBooks now available 



6 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February 7-8, 2012

Time for snow routes 
to change

In reference to “Low snowfall spared
city...,” January 17, p. 1), snow clearing can
take up to four days? Who are we kidding?

We have been living on Sherbrooke St.
across from Westmount Park for two years
now. 

The article suggests Sherbrooke St. is
considered a “main east-west arterial.” 

Last winter, I phoned Public Works
and Public Security on several occasions.
Ambulances and fire trucks with sirens
blaring were stuck in bumper-to-bumper
traffic because Sherbrooke was reduced to
one lane for at least eight days when we
had snow. 

Although Public Works does clear the
south side of Sherbrooke St., the north
side east of Roslyn is usually cleared
within seven days, not four. This will be in-
teresting with a reserved bus lane coming.

The article mentions the city snow re-
moval routes have remained unchanged
over the last 20 years. Don’t you think it’s
time they should be changed? 

By the way, there is some improvement.
Last year on average it took eight days to
clear the south side of Sherbrooke St. This
year after our first snow storm, it only took
seven.

Mary Calabrese, Sherbrooke St.

Nonsensical to have
winter bike path

The Independent reported that West-
mount parking meter rates will jump from
$2 to $3 per hour “…in the district imme-
diately west of the border with downtown
Montreal” (January 24, p. 7).

So add $50,000 to the $100,000 meter
revenue lost last year (November 14, p. 6)
to keep the bike path open during winter.

Commander Stéphane Plourde can-
celled his winter bike patrol this year be-
cause “it proved to be too cold and
snowy…it was not worth the amount of
money it cost, considering the number of
days it could operate and the decreased
use of the bike path” (October 25, p. 1).

There are even fewer winter bikers this
year on de Maisonneuve, given the ob-
struction caused by the condo project site
at Greene and de Maisonneuve, and of
course the weather!  

On top of that, according to the city, the
path is closed during snow removal and
when weather conditions are deemed un-
safe. 

Keeping the bike path open during win-
ter makes no sense, practically and finan-
cially.

Irwin Edelstein, 
de Maisonneuve Blvd.

We are Westmount.
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Letters  to  the  Editor

Study evacuated

A two-tier community?
I was pleased to read about Parks

Canada’s designation of our city as a na-
tional historic site until I looked at the
map on p. 3 of the January 24 issue. 

Although I live in a [category] 2 build-
ing on St. Catherine St., it seems that I
don’t live within the official “historic site.”
Yikes! 

Will this affect my taxes (perhaps a re-
duction)? What about the resale value?
Will I have to disclose that I live outside
the site? Will this create a two-tier level of
citizenship, those who live in the district
and those who don’t (snobbery alert)? 

All kidding aside, is there an explana-
tion for the carving up of Westmount in
such an arbitrary way?

Laura Robertson, St. Catherine St.
Editor’s note: As far as we know, taxes

will not be impacted. As to your final
point, Joanne Poirier, director of Urban
Planning, was quoted in our January 24
edition as saying: �“We wanted all of West-
mount to be designated, but they chose
this historic arrondissement as character-
istic of the period between the city’s rural
and modern times.”�(January 24, p. 2). A
further call was made to Parks Canada to
enquire into the finer points of why the ex-
empted areas were not included. Accord-
ing to it, a historic designation need not
capture an entire community but an “ap-
propriate representative sample of build-
ings and resources that have integrity.” 

Happy Humane client
Last November in the middle of the

night, I heard heavy stomping and scratch-
ing in the ceiling above my bed. Then
nothing. Last week, it happened again. 

It was so loud, I knew it had to be rac-
coons. So I called a company from the Yel-
low Pages. (Westmount Public Security
suggested that I “find an exterminator.”)

The first company I called came over
and put out a large trap with a can of sar-
dines. Sardines? Yes, because squirrels
avoid them and raccoons, yup, love ’em.
This firm said to call them, and they would
pick up and release the caught raccoon. I
paid $250. Nothing happened. 

Then, loud noises again. So, I called
Humane Wildlife Control from the Yellow
Pages. Boy, do they know what they are
doing. Within a day, a very polite young
man arrived, and went up on my roof. The
roof? In this weather! He found the vent
through which the raccoon(s) had
squeezed and fixed it – then and there. 

He installed a one-way door, so that if
there are any still sleeping in my ceiling,
they will come out to feed, but not be able
to get back in. They will be encouraged to
leave said ceiling warmth chez moi with a
touch of peanut butter he placed on this
door. He also reinforced all other vents
with strong mesh. 

I thought our readers might appreciate
knowing this, in case they have a similar
challenge. (Disclaimer. This is not an ad.
Just a very relieved Westmounter!)

Veronica Redgrave, Hallowell Ave.

Staff and students at the The Study were forced to evacuate school premises on February 2 at around
1:30 pm after a cotton candy machine being used during the annual Spirit Week festivities started to
smoke, setting off the school fire alarm system. Some of the kindergarten-aged students spent the 20
minutes it took to go back into the school in a neighbour’s home. According to Sweer, there was no real
threat to the students. There were no injuries reported from smoke or the evacuation.

Photo by Robert J. Galbraith
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Levine Barrette Portfolio Management consists of Michael I. Levine and Louis-Philippe Barrette, Vice-Presidents and Portfolio Managers, 
TD Waterhouse Private Investment Advice is a division of TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. (Member Canadian Investor Protection Fund), 

a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. TD Waterhouse is a trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank, used under license

Wealth of Experience

Disciplined
Investing

(514) 289-0079levine.barrette@td.com

Louis-Philippe Barrette
Vice President and Portfolio Manager

Michael I. Levine
Vice President and Portfolio Manager

Levine Barrette Portfolio Management

Carnival Classic

Goalie Clara Letourneau blocks the puck during the Winter Classic. The Bantam house league hockey
games took place in Prince Albert Park the evening of February 2. Participants enjoyed the log fire and
hot chocolate. St. John Ambulance volunteers were on hand. Some 100 people came and went over
several hours. Photo: Ralph Thompson



By Laureen Sweeney

Replying to citizen requests for ex-
penses already incurred over the
arena/project covering several different
proposals and studies, city director general
Duncan Campbell released a breakdown
for presentation at the February 6 city
council meeting after press time.

Total amounts (including applicable
Quebec sales tax) reached almost $1 mil-
lion for payments in 2008-2009 for the
above-ground project and $1.07 million in
2010-2011 for the below-ground project.

All are expenses paid from operating or
reserve funds. No money has yet been
spent from the $37-million loan by-law. 

“Some of the work done under the
above-ground project is still relevant to the
below-ground option, such as soil re-
ports,” Campbell explained, “but for sim-
plicity’s sake, we have kept it in
chronological order.”

Of the combined $2 million for both
projects, the lion’s share of $1.46 million
was paid to Lemay architects.

This was followed by $108,203 to Geni-
var for project management, $101,293 to
Inspec-sol for geotechnical studies plus
various amounts for other feasibility, en-
gineering, traffic and environmental stud-
ies, as well as $92,771 for construction
cost estimates related to both projects.

Miscellaneous payments ranged from a

low of $50 for supervision during a public
forum to much higher amounts.

On the other hand, printing, mailing
and tabulation of the survey to all resi-
dents in April 2010 for the below-ground
project totalled $26,288, half of which
went to Canada Post.

The expenses are summaries of “all the
invoices that have been previously ap-
proved by councils since 2008,” Campbell
added. “This information has been pub-
licly available but never presented in a sin-
gle summary.”

For the below-ground project, amounts
spent to date and forecasted professional
fees for the entire project fall within the 5-
to 7-percent acceptable range for a project
of this size, he stated.

The information was to be posted on
the city’s website following the council
meeting.
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Hockey season
outside?

Arena

Looking north across the arena/pool site from St. Catherine. At the end of Arena Drive is the proposed
one-storey main entry pavilion to the new underground recreation complex. Image: Marosi+Troy

Lansdowne

St. Catherine

N 

Underground
project costs

The following breakdown of known
or estimated costs related to the under-
ground arena/pool project was released
as follows, covering April 2010 when
the projected cost was $37 million* to
February 2, 2012. They exclude costs re-
lated to the above-ground project. (See
story at left.)
Pomerleau contract

$33.5 million**
Tennis courts, rebuilding

$0.3 million
Project management, other future fees

$0.8 million
Treatment of contaminated soil

$1.0 million
Quebec sales tax (after 50 percent re-

bate)
$1.7 million

Sub-total moving forward
$37.3 million

Expenses already paid outside of $37M
loan by-law

$1.0 million***

Total $38.3 million
* Inflation of 3.4 percent from April

2010 to February 2012 = $1 million.
** Includes added cost of LEED gold =

$1.5 million.
*** Mostly fees to Lemay architects and

Genivar project management.
Source: Mayor Peter Trent

Summary released of project
expenses from 2008

take place from March to June.
It was expected that Trent would be au-

thorized to sign the contract with Pomer-
leau when the item was discussed at
February 6’s nighttime council meeting,
after press time.

Trent said the agreement was reached
with Pomerleau February 2 after 45 days
of work and modifications to the bid. It
was the only one submitted by the con-
tractor-led consortium.

By adopting the design-build approach
in September 2011, he said, “We’ve man-
aged to recover a lot of lost time and
achieve an inventive design.” The design
comes from Pomerleau’s architectural
partners, Marosi + Troy, located in West-
mount.

The cost of its work and preparation of
working drawings is included in the con-
tract price.

A number of architectural renderings
are slated to be posted on the city website
at www.westmount.org.

According to Pomerleau, the four ice
rinks at the Canadiens’ hockey facility are
all 185 feet long.

continued from p. 1

From left Mayor Peter Trent and Pierre Pomerleau at the February 6 press conference.

During construction of the new ice
rink, the 2012-2013 hockey season may
take place outside on artificial ice, Sports
and Recreation  director Mike Deegan told
the February 6 press conference. The city
was exploring the possible installation at
at a cost of $50,000 to $75,000. – LS
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EVERYTHING ON SALE ‘SALE’ 
Up to  50% Off Quality Footwear 
   3 Days Only !       Come Early! 

  Feb. 9, 10 & 11     10am – 6pm 368 Victoria Ave.
(Westmount)   

514-564-3668  

We buy ALL
gold – locally

Incl.
broken

jewellery
anddiamonds

Free estimates
Gold Buyers International

5897 Sherbrooke St. W. (at Royal)
514-419-0656

Mon to Thurs: noon to 5 pm; Friday: noon to 2 pm;
Sat: closed and Sun: noon to 4 pm.

   

Campbell Cohen Worsoff
Avocats

Barristers and Solicitors

ESTATE LITIGATION

WILLS AND ESTATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS

Michael Worsoff
215 Redfern, suite 118
Westmount, QC H3Z 3L5
Tel: 514 937-9445 Fax 514 937-2580
mworsoff@canadavisa.com

By Laureen Sweeney

A few small changes in the following
features shown in the new arena/pool
plans could still take place as the work
evolves, as long as they remain within the
building envelope, improve efficiency or
don’t add costs, according to Councillor
Patrick Martin, chair of the project steer-
ing committee.

Parking lot and car access 
moved off Lansdowne

Lansdowne residents need no longer
worry about the parking lot and driveway
formerly proposed off Lansdowne just
south of de Maisonneuve. The access from
this side will be a pedestrian entry only.

Instead, new parking spaces are to be
opened up on city-owned land adjacent to
the RMR armoury on Arena Drive, for a
total of 67, an increase of 21.

With the north arm of Academy Rd.
eliminated, traffic will no longer be able to
drive north to de Maisonneuve. This is ex-
pected to reduce current arena traffic on
Lansdowne.

By keeping the tennis courts in place
and moving the pools, the southeast cor-
ner will be converted to green space.

As the terrain drops off down Lans-
downe, a row of windows covered by the
arena’s green roof will be exposed allow-
ing natural light into the facility.

Status quo for tennis courts

The existing tennis courts will be re-
built on a budget of $300,000.

Clubhouse-type pavilion, main entry

This one-storey above-ground pavilion
at the end of Arena Drive will be posi-
tioned north-south. It’s designed with a
sloping roof and large overhangs. It will
serve as the main entrance with a foyer,
café and terrace, as well as stairs and an el-
evator.

These lead down a level to the pedes-
trian entrance off Lansdowne, administra-
tion offices, the agora, food concession,
multi-purpose room, two exercise rooms
for fitness and other “sweat” activities now
held at Victoria Hall, showers and pool
changing rooms. The teen centre is also
on this level, as well as a view down to the
ice rinks.

Stairs and the elevator continue down
to ice level with changing rooms, showers,
a pro shop and other rink-related facilities.

Secondary emergency exit

A small second emergency exit struc-
ture will open onto de Maisonneuve near
the bike path’s entry into Westmount Park.
It will also provide covered bike racks.

Reduced size of “second” ice rink, seating

In order to fit two large north-south
rinks side by side and save $2 million,
both rinks will be shifted further south of
de Maisonenuve than depicted on previ-
ous designs to reduce their impact on un-
derground city services. This will reduce
the length of the east rink from 200 feet to
185 because of city services on Academy:
water, sewer, gas and electrical lines.

At ice level, these two rinks will be sep-
arated by changing rooms. Above the
rooms will be fixed seating for 200, half
sloping toward each rink. This is a reduc-
tion from 300 originally proposed.

Dog run

The dog run is slated to stay more or
less in the current location though it may
have to move during construction, al-
though this yet to be determined.

Pool and changing rooms

Taking advantage of the slope in ter-
rain, plans show the pool area opening off
the changing rooms at the south end of
the underground structure, which is ex-
posed at this level. The pool concept re-

mains in flux, though the current design
shows an L-shaped pool 25 metres long,
with 8 lanes and a separate diving portion.
There is also a toddler pool.

LEED gold certification

By spending an extra $1.5 million, the
city announced it will build to the gold
level of LEED rating (see story p. 1). This
decision is described as generating annual
energy reduction costs of at least $100,000
a year for the life of the building.

Features of design outlined in presentation

Initial reaction
Reaction to the new arena/pool de-

sign came quickly from Westmounters
at the press conference February 6.

Howard Hoppenheim, hockey player,
on the plan to reduce one ice rink to 185
feet:

“Council is acting very responsibly
after telling taxpayers they would bring
in the project on budget  – which they
are – and when complications arose, this
was the responsible thing to do.” He
added that “other avenues” might be ex-
plored for raising the additional amount
but they would have to be done quickly.

Patrick Barnard of the Save the Park
group: “My guess is that the council is
digging itself a hole physically and fi-
nancially.” 

‘Daring to be different’ 
Westmount has a long history as a trail-

blazer, Mayor Peter Trent told the Febru-
ary 6 press conference.

“We have always dared to be different,
yet respect out traditions,” he said, noting
that “we are probably the first in North
America, if not the world, to build an
arena underground.”
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FUNERAL HOMES

COLLINS CLARKE
MACGILLIVRAY WHITE

ALL THE SERVICES OF A FUNERAL COMPLEX — THE AMBIENCE AND COMFORT OF YOUR HOME

INTIMACY — COMFORT — PROFESSIONALISM 
200 SEAT CHAPEL • RECEPTION HALLS

FUNERAL PREARRANGMENTS
CREMATION AND COLUMBARIUM

— S INCE  1840  —

Martin Allaire, Director - West Island/Montréal/South Shore

514 483-1870 - 1 888 342-6565 - WWW.DIGNITEQUEBEC.COM

27 Salisbury Ave
(exit 49, highway 20)
Pointe-Claire, QC  H9S 3Z2

5610 Sherbrooke West St.
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
Montréal, QC  H4A 1W5

307, promenade Riverside
Saint-Lambert 
QC  J4P 1A7BLUE CROSS • ETFS • INTACT • MISSISQUOI • TRAVEL UNDERWRITERS •  

ENCON • TRANSAMERICA • UNION CANADIENNE • XN • ZURICH • MANULIFE 
• SUNLIFE • LLOYDS • AVIVA • CHUBB • GUARANTEE OF NORTH AMERICA

Independent Insurance Brokers
ogilvy.ca

514.932.8660

HELPFUL TIPS FROM                          INSURANCE
We aren’t the insurance company, We are your broker. We work for you.

For over 85 years

You are a Canadian citizen or permanent resident with parents or  
grand parents abroad who would like to visit you?
Good news!
The Department of Citizenship and Immigration Canada have created 
the “Super Visa” to facilitate and accelerate family reunification!

For more information do not hesitate to contact me! 
Suzanne 514-787-8769

Visiting Canada?
Now it’s easier for parents and  
grandparents of Canadian citizens!

By Laureen Sweeney

If you think you are seeing more police
on the road in the evening hours, you
probably are.

That’s because a new one-year pilot
project in Westmount – and across the is-
land – calls for shifts to overlap during the

later evening hours, local station 12 com-
mander Stéphane Plourde announced last
week.

The new scheduling went into force
January 29, almost doubling the number
of personnel on patrol. 

“This is a good thing for us to have
more presence on the street when we get
most of our calls,” he told the Independ-
ent.

While Plourde declined to provide
numbers and times, citing security rea-
sons, he said the experiment was made
possible by a recent change in the collec-
tive labour agreement signed last fall. This
extends working times by more than an
hour to 9 hours and 45 minutes, allowing
for the evening and overnight shifts to
overlap.

As well, all officers working the
overnight shift will stay on the so-called
“graveyard” shift rather than some work-
ing on a rotating basis. The 24-hour day is
divided into three shifts: day, evening and
overnight.

Shifts to overlap in the evening

More police on road in
Westmount as of Jan. 29

Hey, Henry
If you are running short on time, or have no time,

or need assistance, I can help in the
following ways:

◊Driving to the airport or to your appointments
◊Running your errands
◊Checking your house while you are away
◊Taking your animals to the Vet or Dog Parlor

And many other services too numerous to list!
Discount for Seniors

For more information and details contact:
Henry Price at 514-937-0649

or henryfprice@yahoo.ca
Just ask and I will do my best to accommodate your request.

   

By David Goldberg

While they’re not sure if a crime would
have been committed, Station 12 police
are still seeking the public’s help after a
young teen fled from an inquisitive man
at the Westmount Public Library.

The incident took place at 3 pm on Feb-
ruary 1 at the library, located at 4574 Sher-
brooke St. Police say the man approached
a girl, aged between 12 and 14, and asked
her for her name, phone number, address
and if she was alone.

“The girl didn’t speak to the suspect,
and went directly to the librarian,” said
Constable Guylaine Julien. “Unfortu-
nately, the librarian, feeling the danger
was over, didn’t call Public Security until
later that afternoon. Had he called right
away, we might have been able to find the
man.”

The man is described as a white male,
60, with white hair tied into a ponytail. He
wore a long black coat, jeans and brown
boots.

“We are concerned because this man
approached a young girl, which isn’t nor-
mal,” said Julien. “Now, we want the pub-
lic’s help. If you have been approached by
anyone matching this description, we’d
like you to call station 12 and report it. We
would like to know if this is a pattern and
if he’s doing it to other youngsters in the
area.”

Julien pointed out that the girl in this
case did the exact right thing.

“She didn’t speak to him and went to
get help,” she said. “If you find yourself in

this type of situation, get away, get help if
you can and call 911 immediately.”

School bus campaign soon to wrap up

Station 12 officers are about to wrap up
their school bus safety campaign, called
“Did You See Me?”

The campaign ends on February 10. Of-
ficers have been visiting local elementary
schools to talk with students, and were pa-
trolling around six area schools to ensure
motorists are respecting school bus lights.

“We have been paying special attention
to schools where bus drivers have com-
plained about motorists,” said Julien, who
added those who pass by school buses
when their stop lights are flashing face a
$200 fine and a loss of nine points.

“We’ve also explained to the students to
behave themselves on the buses and not
to run for buses if they’re late,” said Julien.
“Also, when getting off the bus, students
should make sure the drivers see them if
they’re passing in the front of the bus. If
they’re passing behind the bus, students
should wait until the bus has driven off.”

Police concerned over
curious library visitor

Four tickets 
for circulars

A distributor of circulars was issued
four $75 tickets January 20 when the un-
solicited material was left at street level or
hanging on railings at four houses on
Holton, according to Public Security offi-
cials. City by-laws prohibit circulars being
left in plain view.
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Profusion Realty inc. - Real Estate Agency

love where you live!

CHRISTINAMILLER.CA

team christina miller 514.934.2480

Stéphanie Murray
514.934.2480

real estate broker

Elizabeth Stewart
514.934.2480

real estate broker

 NEEDED

BE PART 
OF 2012

HOMES
WESTMOUNT
Great family home on quiet street. 4 
bdrms, fi n. bsmt., garden & double garage.

$1,397,000

WESTMOUNT  |  FLATS
Detached Victorian, 3+1 bedrooms, high ceilings, 
new kitchen & baths, garage & prkg. mls 8632785

$1,489,000

WESTMOUNT  |  NEAR SCHOOLS
Charming 4+1 bdrm stonefront home 
with extension and garage. mls 8628833

$1,135,000

christina
miller

certifi ed real estate broker

514.934.2480

WESTMOUNT  |  MID-LEVEL
Charming 4+1 bdrm semi close to schools, 
new kitchen, double garage. mls 8601001

$1,120,000

WESTMOUNT  |  VICTORIA VILLAGE
Bright 3 bdrm semi detached home 
with parking on the fl ats. mls 8622547

$878,000

WESTMOUNT  |  IDEAL LOCATION
3-level home w/breathtaking spaces 
inside & out. 2-car garage. mls 8559761

$3,690,000

WESTMOUNT  |  CLOSE TO GREENE
Bright, spacious detached 4 bdrm, with 
master suite, fi n. bsmt., garage. mls 8676153

$2,300,000

WESTMOUNT  |  ON THE FLATS
Elegant 4 bdrm semi with garage & garden 
steps from park, bike path and Victoria Village.

$1,326,000

WESTMOUNT  I  CLOSE TO FLATS
Superb 4 bdrm detached, great area. Bright 
family room, fi n. bsmt, garage. mls 8677153

$3,150,000

WESTMOUNT
Entirely renovated 4 bdrm coach house on quiet 
street. Open concept, AC, dble park. mls 8657417

$1,895,000

WESTMOUNT  |  MONTROSE

ASKING $849,000

WESTMOUNT  |  STEPS TO SCHOOLS
Sunny semi w/3+1 bdrms, high fi nished 
basement, double parking. mls 8603111

$1,100,000

OPEN HOUSE SUN. 2-4 PM
745 UPPER ROSLYN AVE.

WESTMOUNT  |  NEAR SCHOOLS
Very bright 4+1 bdrm semi, large solarium, 
vast eat-in kitchen, parking. mls 8686363

$1,275,000

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

 NEEDED

DETACHED 
4+ BEDROOM 

HOME WITH 
GARAGE

 NEEDED

HOME

GARDEN

OPEN HOUSE SUN. 2-4 PM
485 ROSLYN AVE.

 NEEDED

“RENOVATOR’S” 
DREAM 

ONEMILLION

 NEEDED

SEMI ON 
THE FLATS

SOLD
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AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

.com

514-937-8383

Westmount Condo
$1,411,000 + taxes

Pre-construction price! 65% sold, mountain view, 10 ft ceilings, terrace.
Boutique luxury condo in prime location. Come see us now to view and plan ahead 2013 occupancy.

More… info & Photo visit www.mcguiganpepin.com.

At Château Maplewood, quality of life will be enhanced by a full 
range of five star services and amenities: Sea water pool & spa, indoor 
parking, large terraces, green roofs, 4-season loggias, large gym, 

historic chapel and more. 

1-6 bedroom units starting from $727,000 tax included.

THE ADDRESS IN OUTREMONT

WWW.CHATEAUMAPLEWOOD.COM

SALES OFFICE 1075 LAURIER AVE WEST  T. 514.279.0440

OPENING HOURS WEEK 11-7 WEEKEND 12-5

Real estate by Dodge

Andy Dodge spoke at the Rotary Club of Westmount meeting February 1, held at Victoria Hall. The
former Westmounter and former Rotarian talked about Westmount real estate, which he knows from
his work as an evaluator and newspaper columnist. He began his talk with a reproduction of an early
1960s real estate listing sold by in-the-audience Rotarian Gene Zinay for $23,500. The Prince Albert
house would likely go for just under $1 million today – and that was the theme of Dodge’s talk: buyers
appreciate Westmount and bid up prices. He does not see a slowdown anytime soon, barring change in
interest rates. Photo: Westmount Independent

ECS successful at Bishop’s

ECS’s grade 10 and 11 Juvenile basketball team won the January 28-29 Bishop’s College School
Invitational Senior Girls’ Tournament. They beat Séminaire Salésien in the final. The weekend before,
the grade 8 and 9 ECS team won in the Midget tournament. Photo courtesy of ECS
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By Martin C. Barry

Two properties in Westmount that for
many years were owned by religious au-
thorities have come under new ownership
in 2011.

In a property transfer last November, a
one-storey meeting hall at 386 Lansdowne
Ave., known for decades as the West End
Bible Chapel, was sold to Margaret Mc-
Grath.

Owned by Côte St. Luc Bible Chapel, it
had a municipal valuation of $862,200 and
the purchase price was $955,000. A sign
on the door January 15 said the organiza-
tion had relocated to 6277 St. Jacques St.
in NDG at the corner of Madison Ave.

A condominium at 18 Weredale Park,
previously owned by Christ Church Cathe-
dral, was sold in March 2011 to Mohamed
Jamali and Tatiana Demtchenko. With a
municipal valuation of $550,100, the sell-
ing price for the unit was $487,069.

A spokesperson for Christ Church
Cathedral told the Independent that the
property had been the official deanery –
the official residence of a clerical dean –
for the downtown cathedral.

She said the corporation, which man-
ages the cathedral, decided to sell the
condo when it had been vacant for a year
following the dean’s retirement and a new
dean hadn’t been appointed.

Church properties have new secular owners

The former West End Bible Chapel at 386 Lansdowne Ave. was sold for $955,000 

RE/MAX
RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC., 1314 Greene Avenue

Real Estate Agency • Independently owned and operated

514.933.6781

Ready, set, go-kart!

Someone was driving a go-kart around Dawson College’s parking lot at around 5 pm on February 2.
Getting ready for summer riding season? Photo: Westmount Independent
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HOMES

AV. DE RAMEZAY,
WESMOUNT ADJ.  2,588,000$

EDGEHILL ROAD, WESTMOUNT  $7,495,000 CH. DAULAC, 
WSMT ADJ.  $3,350,000

AV. OAKLAND, 
WESTMOUNT  $3,295,000

LAND 16,000 SF

AV. UPPER-BELMONT, 
WESTMOUNT  $1,399,000

DORCHESTER O., WSMT  
$4,450,000  OR  $20,000/MO

AV. PRINCE-ALBERT,
WESTMOUNT  $1,299,000

CH. DE LAVIGNE, 
WESTMOUNT  $2,695,000

BOUL. DORCHESTER O.
WESTMOUNT  $1,150,000

CONDOS

AV. CEDAR
WESTMOUNT ADJ.  $985,000

AV.  MAPLEWOOD,
OUTREMONT  $2,495,000

AV.  MAPLEWOOD,
OUTREMONT  $2,275,000

AV. BELMONT, WESTMOUNT 
$8,500/MONTH

OLIVIER AV., WESTMOUNT 
$6,800/MONTH

CH. DE BRESLAY, WSMT ADJ. 
$6,700/MONTH

RUE STANLEY, 
DOWNTOWN   $3,200,000

“BEAUX-ARTS”, 
DOWNTOWN   $2,195,000

“NO 1 WOOD AVENUE”,  WESTMOUNT   $1,495,000

SEVERAL APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR SALE, RANGING FROM 
$2,675,000 TO $11,000,000

RUE SHERBROOKE O., DOWNTOWN   $3,450,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW

CH. DE LA CÔTE-DES-NEIGES,  APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
RANGING FROM $459,000 TO $1,100,000

RIVER VIEW

“PORT ROYAL” 3,000 SF

MOUNTAIN VIEW

GLENEAGLES
WESTMOUNT ADJ.

“ROC FLEURI”

RIVER VIEWMOUNTAIN VIEW

MOUNTAIN VIEW

POOL

AV.  BLOOMFIELD,
OUTREMONT  $2,395,000

AV. STRATHCONA, 
WESTMOUNT  $2,175,000

BOUL. THE BOULEVARD
WESTMOUNT  $1,795,000

AV. FIELDING, 
NDG  $965,000

HALLOWELL STREET,
WESTMOUNT  $888,000

COMMERCIAL

60% SOLD

“HABITAT 67”, 
OLD PORT  $1,995,000

PH  WATERFRONT

MARIE–
YVONNE
PAINT
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

514 933 5888
WWW.MYPAINT.CA

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE AGENCY

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.)

NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001

AV. ARGYLE, 
DOWNTOWN   $2,350,000
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WESTMOUNT I  Picture-perfect detached home on prime, tree-lined Mid-Westmount street. 
Timeless finishes, inviting rooms and spectacular backyard. Arguably the most exquisite home 
of its kind in the area.

PROFUSIONREALTY.CA TINA BAER 514.932.8443

Your key to success!
$ 3,690,000 
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Bought & Sold: Real estate transferred January 13, 2012

For real estate transfers, please consult the paper archives.
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By Heather Black

If novelty is the spice of life, the new
year is the time to discover new artists. At
Galerie D’Este, the works of two young
Quebec artists, Mirana Zuger and
Michelle Furlong, strike a chord. Works by
two established artists, Dutch painter
Frans Schuursma and Quebec painter
René Derouin, enliven Galerie V Trimont.

Schuursma and Derouin at 
Galerie V. Trimont

In Schuursma’s “Les Amoureux 2,” a
young couple seated at a café dominate the
yellow composition. Painted on linen, dif-
fused forms and loose brush strokes cre-
ate a visual joie de vivre. And romance is
in the air in “La Terrasse,” a whimsical

blue street scene.
The landmarks of Paris are frequent

subjects for Schuursma. From his house-
boat studio moored facing the Eiffel
Tower, the artist captures a front-row view
of Parisian life. His style – a mix of Dufy
and Chagall – is colourful, joyful and pas-
sionate. Born in Amsterdam in 1938, his
first major exhibit was held in Paris in

1969.
A respected and well-known Quebec

artist, Derouin uses a woodcut technique
for the Val David scene “Mon Jardin #3.”
Here, singing birds are outlined in pale
yellow and painted in a mosaic of inviting
greens and orange. For “June 2011/64,”
the artist reworked an earlier black and
white composition. Created from cut
paper, the paper relief resembles elaborate
lacework.

In these selections, the influence of
Mexico is apparent. Born in Montreal in
1936, Derouin’s travels there at the age of
18 had a profound influence on his work.
Inspired by other cultures, his work proj-
ects a unique freshness at Galerie V. Tri-
mont, located at 4259 St. Catherine St.

Zuger and Furlong at Galerie D’Este

In Zuger’s work, colour and movement
dominate. In “I Do FNA!,” a hot pink bal-
lon-like shape dances across a lime canvas,
creating a vibrant and vibrating work. The
word to describe “Breskva” is movement.
Here, colour shapes and loose lines sug-
gest a whirling dancer.

The work of this young Concordia grad-
uate is playful and lively. Sophisticated
colour harmony creates enjoyable art. An
exhibit of her work will be held at the
gallery, located at 1329 Greene Ave. on

Wednesday, March 7.
Furlong’s work, on the other hand, is

contemplative. and sophisticated. Draw-
ings painted in acrylic allow imaginative
subjects and unusual poses. In “Dual,”
two entwined figures engage in sword
play. A beautiful composition, the mix of
textured graphite line and flat colour is
tantalizing. 

In another “Sequence Series; Recur-
rence 6,” the subject is less defined but

more mysterious.
Creating evocative compositions, Fur-

long’s art is recalled long after leaving the
gallery. A graduate of both Concordia and
the Nova Scotia College of Art & Design,
an exhibit of her work takes place on
Thursday, March 29.

These artists offer a mix of originality
and experience. Their work provides en-
joyment and insight and a unique per-
spectives on culture – ours and others.

Westmount Art Scene

New artists present at Galerie V. Trimont and Galerie D’Este

“Les Amoureaux 2” by Frans Schuursma.

“Breska” by Mirana Zuger.

AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

.com

514-937-8383

Westmount
$930,000

Wonderful New York Townhouse in Victoria village, 3 bedrooms, 2½ bathrooms, move in
condition, bright, deck garden. More… info & Photo visit www.mcguiganpepin.com

OPEN HOUSE FEB 12 from 2-4
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Give your kids a creative, fun 
Summer Camp experience! 
With our professional artist/
teachers, they’ll discover 

watercolour, gouche, pastel, 
wood, clay, paper mache, 
soapstone, printmaking, 
puppetry and more, in a 

full day bilingual program. 
We offer creativity and play in 

a stimulating environment. A 
weekly swim and activities 

in the park 
included, 
in small 
groups.

Visual Arts Centre
350 Victoria Ave.  514.488.9558 www.visualartscentre.ca

Weekly sessions June 26 to Aug. 24
Mon. to Fri. 9 am - 4 pm
Extended hours available

With our professional artist/
Summer Camp experience! 

Give your kids a creative, fun 

in small 
included, 

in the park 
weekly swim and activities 

a stimulating environment. A 
We offer creativity and play in 

full day bilingual program. 
puppetry and more, in a 
soapstone, printmaking, 
wood, clay, paper mache, 

watercolour, gouche, pastel, 
teachers, they’ll discover 

Extended hours available

350 Victoria Ave.  514.488.9558 www.visualartscentre.ca

ausiV
350 Victoria Ave.  514.488.9558 www.visualartscentre.ca

es Ctrl Aa
350 Victoria Ave.  514.488.9558 www.visualartscentre.ca

ertne

groups.
in small 

Gymnastic Day Camps
Club de gymnastique
artistique Gadbois

Boys & Girls:
All levels
welcome!

SPRING BREAK March 5-9 (ages 5-16) – one week
SUMMER June 25 to August 17 (ages 5-13) – by the week

Gymnastics
Swimming (summer only)

Art & Crafts
Games & Outings

Atwater Market, 2nd floor
(155 Greene) – Metro Lionel Groulx

info@gymgadbois.com fax:(514) 932-9180
www.gymgadbois.com
Tel: (514) 872-3043

GILDAN PRESENTS:

TREVOR
WILLIAMS
BASKETBALL

ACADEMY

FOR BOYS +GIRLS
6-18 YEARS OLD

Instructor:
TREVOR WILLIAMS

(Former Canadian National Team Player)
competed against U.S. Dream Team 1

Also Starring
DEAN SMITH, Head Coach ECS

WAYNE YEARWOOD, Former Pro
BURKY REID, McGill’s All Time Leading Scorer
LIZANNE MURPHY, Cdn Basketball Olympian

WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST
at Dawson College

TREVOR WILLIAMS
514-484-7696
514-932-4340

SoldOut in2011

Limited
space

available

   

By Marlene Eisner

When school lets out in June, what will
your children be doing all day? Summer is
the perfect time to step back, slow down,
and enjoy the outdoors – even in the city.

Day camp is a good place for kids to
find that perfect mix of a laid-back atmos-
phere with daily activities to keep them
physically and intellectually stimulated.
And since no two children are alike, there
are a number of different camp options in
Westmount, which means you won’t have

to travel too far find the right one for your
child.

Centre Greene summer camp

Centre Greene, located on Greene Ave.
south of Dorchester Blvd., is a cozy camp
that offers eight, one-week sessions in
three age groups for children five to 14
years old. Parents can choose to place their
child for one, two or all eight weeks.

“What’s really fun about our camp is
that we really mix up the activities,” said
Wesley McCoy, executive director of the

centre. While some camps specialize in art
or sports, Wesley said the Centre Greene
serves up variety.

“In every given week, a child will expe-
rience sports, crafts, special events, arts,
dress-up and theme-based days,” he ex-
plained. There are also weekly outings and
activities in Stayner Park across the street.

Centre Greene is located at 1090
Greene and can be reached at
514.931.6202. Its website is www.centre-
greene.org.

The Visual Arts Centre

For kids aged six to 12, the school of art
at the Visual Arts Centre, located at 350
Victoria Ave., has a summer day camp de-
voted to mixed media.

“They have art workshops in the morn-
ing and in the afternoon, they have a more
specific art workshop that deals with one
technique,” said youth department pro-
gram director, Jennifer Wicks. 

Some of the media include mosaics
with stone and ceramic, sculpture work-
shops, kite-making and fibre-based work-
shops like batik. The campers also spend
part of the day outdoors.

“In the afternoon they
go to Westmount Park,

SANS SOUCI RIDING CENTRE INC.SANS SOUCI RIDING CENTRE INC.

•Beautiful site and facilities
•Classified 4 stars by C.T.I.Q. •350 acres

• 30 km south of Montreal •over 40
School horses •65 campers per session

•In-ground swimming pool
•QCA, OCA, FEQ. certified •a tradition.

Tel. (450) 826-3772  www.sans-souci.qc.ca
info@sans-souci.qc.ca

•Residential Summer Riding Camp
•Residential Spring and Fall Week-end Camp
Bus service from Montreal available for spring/fall camps

“An exceptional equestrian experience”
Co-Ed, 8-17 yrs of age
BILINGUAL CAMP

Nominatedin 2011 for ‘Coupde Cœur’award

Kids can experience camp right in the ’hood

continued on p. 19
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR
25 Years experience

KITCHENS – BATHROOMS –
BASEMENTS – ADDITIONS

Emergency Repairs
Reliable; meticulous attention

to detail; Quality work
DKS Services

S. Diouri
514.993.0101

Liability Insurance Westmount references
RBQ licence 8354-3231-30 on request

RÔLE DE PERCEPTION 2012

AVIS PUBLIC est par les présentes donné par la soussignée, trésorière par intérim
de la Ville de Westmount :

QUE le rôle général de perception des taxes pour l’exercice financier 2012 a été
déposé à mon bureau situé au 4333, rue Sherbrooke Ouest à Westmount le
23 janvier 2012; et

QU’il sera procédé à l’envoi des comptes de taxes dans le délai imparti.

DONNÉ à Westmount, le 7 février 2012.

2012 COLLECTION ROLL

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given by the undersigned, Interim Treasurer of the City
of Westmount:

THAT the general collection roll of taxes for fiscal year 2012 was filed at my office
located at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount on January 23, 2012; and

THAT the tax accounts will be mailed within the allotted time.

GIVEN at Westmount on February 7, 2012.

Annette Dupré
Trésorière par intérim / Interim Treasurer

Ville de Westmount
City of Westmount

and they have swimming at Westmount
pool once a week.”

Wicks said kids don’t have to have any
special talent or experience in art; they just
have to be interested in it. The camp is
bilingual, and a peanut-free environment.

More information can be found at
www.visualartscentre.ca/school-of-art, or
call 514.488.9558.

Westmount YMCA day camp

The Westmount Y has spots in its sum-
mer day camp for children with special
needs.

“We have shadows that help to inte-
grate the children, who are relatively high
functioning,” said Megan Ropeleski, the
camp co-ordinator.

“It’s an integration camp so they have
to be able to participate in the activities
and interact with the other children to help
promote healthy development.”

Each shadow accompanies a maximum
of two children per age group, helping
them throughout the camp day. Parents
don’t have to pay extra for the shadows;
Ropeleski said funding comes from grants
and monies raised through the Y’s Strong
Kids Campaign.

Activities for all campers include swim-
ming lessons, weekly outings, sports, cul-
tural and environmental workshops and a

weekly BBQ.
The Y is located at 4585 Sherbrooke St.

For more information, call 514.931.8046.

City of Westmount summer camp

This all-around day camp has a host of
activities for children from six to 13 years
old. Sports, arts and crafts, science and na-
ture, music and theatre are among some
of the activities offered, as well as a weekly
outing. Five-year-olds are welcome if they
are entering grade 1 in September. For
teens between 14 and 17 years of age,
there is a counsellor-in-training program,
a good stepping stone to a future job as a
counsellor, or other areas working with
children. Information can be obtained by
phoning 514.989.5353.

f/start photo camp

Dawson College’s Centre for Training
& Development offers a photography
camp for kids between the ages of 12 and
17 to spend their days feeding their cre-
ative muse through the art of digital pho-
tography. The one-week sessions are given
at beginner and advanced levels, where
campers spend their days engaged in
hands-on activities, time in computer labs,
on-site photography opportunities and
outings at museums and parks in Mon-
treal. For more information, visit
http://dc37.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/photo-
camp or call 514. 933.0047.

Local summer camps
continued from p. 18

The February 14 program of the West-
mount Horticultural Society will feature a
return speaking engagement by Albert
Mondor to talk about azaleas, rhododen-
drons and related plants.

“He is a dynamic speaker and drew a
full house last year,” said president Sally
Cooke.

The presenta-
tion takes place
at 7 pm at West-
mount Public
Library, pre-
ceeded by cof-
fee, tea and
h o m e m a d e
cookies at 6:30.
Cost is $5 for
guests or a $20
annual mem-
bership fee.

Mondor, who
teaches at the
Montreal Botan-
ical Garden and
lectures across
the country, has
worked as a hor-

ticulturist and garden designer for 28
years. He co-hosts a TV gardening pro-
gram, writes a Saturday garden column in
the Journal de Montréal and last year pub-

lished his eighth book Le Jardinage pour
les nuls.

Among his many creations are the
pond garden at the Old Port, the interior
yard of the Biological Sciences Wing of
UQAM and the garden of the ecological
house at the Biosphere.

Monday, February 13

Westmount Municipal Association
month ly meeting, 7 pm in Westmount
Room of the Westmount Public Library. 

Wednesday, February 15

• Elizabeth Hay, author of Late Nights on
Air and Alone in the Classroom, speaks at
2 pm at the Westmount Public Library.
Register: 514.989.5299.
• Sebastien Betermier of McGill University
talks about what people should know
about financial advisors, 6 pm at the At-
water Club. Cost: $30.76 for dinner and
lecture. Reserve: University Women’s
Club of Montreal, 514.932.3922.
• Marianopolis College’s Winter Concert in
the auditorium, 7:30 pm. 4873 Westmount
Ave.

Thursday, February 16 

The Westmount Historic Association pres-
ents “CPR and the Glen,” with Michael
Leduc, author of The Glen, who will share

his research on the Glen stone arch and
the yards, which were opened in 1906. 7 to
9 pm at the Westmount Public Library. Ad-
mission free for members; $5 at door for
non-members. Info” 514.989.5510.
• Artist Mika Goodfriend’s exhibit “Frater-
nité Sacerdotale” is on until March 10 at
the Gallery at Victoria Hall (4626 Sher-
brooke St.). Info: 514.989.5521.

Monday, February 20

• Westmount Y is having a women’s cloth-
ing drive until March 4. Donations go to
Fringues & Cie thrift shop for young
women looking for work. Info: 514.
866.9941, ext. 507.
• Women’s Canadian Club of Montreal
presents Westmounter Dominique
Anglade, whose topic is “KANPE – A Dif-
ferent Outlook      on Haiti,” 12:30 pm at
The Unitarian Church (5035 de Maison-
neuve Blvd.). Free for members; visitors’
fee (men and women) $10. Lunch is avail-
able for $5 at 11:30 am. Info: capers@
total.net.

Comin’ Up Mondor returns as Feb. 14
speaker at Hort. Society

Albert Mondor
Photo: Josée Lambert
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Happy New Year. The government of
Quebecduquebecdequebec.qc.quebec has
raised the QST rate to 9.5 percent, effec-
tive January 1. 

Because Quebec loves taxes so much
that it even taxes taxes, it means that Que-
bec takes almost twice as much out of your
pocket as Canada does every time you buy
something taxable. It doesn’t seem like
much when it’s a restaurant meal, a candy
bar or a pair of snow tires, but the com-
bined hit is huge if you’re buying a new
home.

Some relief is offered to those who buy
cheaper homes – up to $200,000. (Please
pardon my use of the word “cheap” here.)
Here is an extract taken from the brochure
QST and GST/HST Rebates. New or Sub-
stantially Renovated Housing. New or
Substantially Renovated Residential Rental
Property, which is available from the Que-
bec government web site at
www.revenu.gouv.qc.ca*:

“Rebate for new or substantially reno-
vated housing – Individuals may be enti-
tled, under certain conditions, to a rebate
of the GST and the QST paid on the pur-
chase of a new or substantially renovated
residential unit, and of the GST and the
QST paid on the construction or substan-
tial renovation of a residential unit.

“The rebate is equal to 36 percent of the
taxes paid, and may not exceed $6,300 in
GST and $5,573 in QST. The amount of
the rebate is progressively reduced where
the purchase price or fair market value
(FMV) of the land and the new or reno-
vated residential unit is more than
$350,000 for GST purposes and $200,000
for QST purposes; no rebate is payable
where the purchase price or FMV exceeds
$450,000 for GST purposes and $225,000
for QST purposes.”

So, if you buy a home for $200,000,
you’ll pay $10,000 GST and $19,950 QST,
for a total of $29,950 (that doesn’t include
the so-called welcome tax, which is a more
complex calculation, and a smaller
amount). 

Now you’re entitled to a rebate of
$10,782, so your total GST and QST tax
bill will be $19,168. A body blow for people
starting out, but perhaps survive-able with
help from Ma and Pa. 

But what about Ma and Pa and their

plans to downsize, now that our govern-
ments have super-sized the tax bite? Even
thinking about this is taxing.

If you find a new condo that sells for
$650,000, you’ll pay $32,500 GST and
$64,837.50 QST for a total of $97,337.50
(not including welcome tax), and friends,
that’s not deductible. That’s after-tax
money. Real money. You may as well take
a hundred grand out of your pocket and
throw it in the fireplace (check local by-
laws first, of course.)

It isn’t hard to figure out how this will
affect people who make a living building
new homes. Their profit margin will be
hammered – or nail-gunned since
builders don’t use hammers anymore.

Meanwhile, previously-owned home
values will look that much more attractive.
After all, if you had a hundred large to
spare, wouldn’t you rather spend it on a
new kitchen or bathroom reno, a granny
flat, or a man-cave, than hand it over to the
government weasels?

For the buyer, it means that whatever
you have to spend, you’d better figure out
how much of it is actually available for the
nominal pre-tax purchase price of a new
home, because your new partners –
Canada and Quebec Inc. – will be expect-
ing their share. Nothing personal, you un-
derstand. A little taste. Just to wet the beak,
so to speak.

*My source: http://www.revenuque-
bec.ca/documents/fr/publications/in/in-
205(2008-07).pdf.

A taxing year

Ruminations
George Bowser

MICHAEL R.CONCISTER
Avocat – Barrister & Solicitor

Specialist in real estate,
commercial lease,

and disciplinary matters
4115 Sherbrooke St.West, suite 420

Westmount, Quebec H3Z 1K9

Tel: 514-875-5311 ext. 5
Fax: 514-875-8381

Wesbsite: michaelconcister.com
E-mail: mrconcister@bellnet.ca

These two adorable little sister kittens

needed a home. The one on the left of the
photograph now has a family.  

Petite Beauty, on the right, is still in
need of a family and I am sure she would
fit in perfectly in our neighborhood.  She
is a gorgeous long-haired grey and white
angora, with a white blouse marking
around her neck and along her chest. Her
large dark blue eyes are striking! 

Beauty is impishly pretty and you just
find yourself staring at her and laughing
as she surprises you with playful antics.  

Beauty was born on October 2, 2011, a
young healthy kitten ready for her forever
home now.  She is used to other cats and
dogs as well, a well socialized and playful
girlie. 

If you would like more information on
Beauty, please contact Nancy-Josée
Lévesque at 514.708.5621.

Your neighbour, Lysanne
Beauty (right)

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Beauty is a beauty

Loose dog retrieved
from SPCA

A lost border collie was noticed wan-
dering around the Westmount Athletic
Grounds January 24 by users of the dog
run who waved down a Public Security pa-
trol car at 3:22 pm. Since the dog appeared
frightened, officials said, residents of Hal-
lowell offered to take it home in hopes the
owner could be tracked down in the ab-
sence of identification.

At 4:15 pm, Public Security informed
the SPCA about the dog, whose owner
subsequently called the animal shelter in
search of it. The two were reunited at 6:15
pm. The woman, a resident of Wilson Ave.
in NDG, was advised to obtain a municipal
dog licence. It was not known how long
the dog had been on the loose.

Renovators ticketted
$267 for late night work

Workers who were told to stop noisy
renovation work at 4918 Sherbrooke at
1:17 am January 25, were at it again the
next night, according to Public Security of-
ficials. When a resident of Winchester
called at 11:37 pm to complain about the
noise resuming, the workers were issued a
ticket for $267. A circular saw and other
tools were found at the scene. The matter
was also referred to Urban Planning in the
event a permit was required.

Injured pigeon
taken to SPCA

Public safety officers report taking an
injured pigeon to the SPCA January 27. It
was found at 515 Roslyn unable to fly.

Montreal meter head
found on Olivier

Meter head number E552 from the city
of Montreal was found January 28 outside
220 Olivier Ave., Public Security officials
said. It was taken to local police station 12
to be returned. It was not known how it
came to be there.
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It wasn’t always this way for Zena.
Though life never was a bed of roses for
this old girl, there was a time when things
were better. 

Named for a warrior princess, this Zena
is more warrior than princess. For starters,
she’s old – almost 13 – and has not been
spayed or vaccinated of late. Her looks
have held up, though. She’s as cute as ever,
a mutt who ressembles a shiba-inu cross.

Zena shared her golden years with her

human companion up until serious illness
(her human, not her) robbed them of each
other. With her human in a hospice that
leaves Zena looking for a place to hang her
hat, and she could use a helping hand. 

But you know how some people get
grumpy with age? Well, this has happened
to Zena. Her brand of grumpy translates
into excessive barking and nipping. Both
are related to grumpiness but can also be
pinned on her anxiety. 

The cure for these aren’t easy. Zena
needs to feel secure
upon first meeting, but
she responds well to the
Cesar Milla method of
“no talk, no touch, no
eye contact” upon intro-
ductions. That’s just the
way it is with Zena now. 

If someone can look
beyond the layers of anx-
iety, skittishness and oc-
casional noisy behaviour,
the princess part of Zena
emerges. 

Once comfy in her
skin, Zena enjoys walks
and interacting with
kind folks like herself.
Do people call you an old
codger? Do you tend to
agree? Why not keep
company with one of
your own? Interested
parties can contact
Jacquie at Reach for the
Stars Rescue at reach-
for thes tars  rescue@
gmail . com.

Visit www.underdogclub.org to see other
dogs who are having a tough time finding

a home – due to age, looks or behaviour.
We don’t mind those a little rough

around the edges? Do you?

Zena: all warrior, no princess
The
Underdog
Club
Cynthia Lee

Zena

GoWestmount.ca
Our on line calendar has it all!

Concerts, exhibitions, launches, events,
public meetings, community links,

sports and hockey schedules
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Westmount classifieds

Décor

Estate sales

Mount Royal
Roofing

All types of roofs
and brickwork

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.
Serving Westmount for 50 years

�� �Construction services

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

�� �Miscellaneous

Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treas-
ures into ready cash. International buyer
wants to purchase your antiques, paint-
ings, china, crystal, gold, silverware,
jewellery, rare books, sports, movies,
postcards, coins, stamps, records. 514-
501-9072.

Companions

Change is good... Finding a life partner
can be hard, but we can make it easy.
Join Quebec’s largest matchmaking
service with thousands of people
matched in 12 years. As featured on CTV,

CBC, A Chanel and Rogers. (514) 879-
0573 or www.mistyriverintros.com.

Financial Services

$$500 loan $$Simple, Fast, Effective. By
phone and direct deposit, answer within
an hour. Requirements: steady job (4
months) and paid by direct deposit.
Credit Yamaska 1-877-534-1999. 

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in
debt! Stop the harassment. Bankruptcy
might not be the answer. Together let’s
find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-983-
8700.

MoneyProvider.com. $500 Loan and +.
No Credit Refused. Fast, Easy, 100% Se-
cure. 1-877-776-1660.

For Sale

QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers
Association) can place your classified
ad into 24 weekly papers throughout
Quebec – papers just like the one you
are reading right now! One phone call
does it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 514-453-
6300. Visit: www.qcna.org.

#1 high speed internet $28.95/month. Ab-
solutely no ports are blocked. Unlimited
downloading. Up to 5Mps download and
800Kbps upload. Order today at

www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866-
281-3538.

STEEL BUILDINGS FOR ALL USES!
Spring deals! Make an offer on sell-off
models at factory and save thousands
now! Call for free brochure – 1-800-668-
5111 ext. 170. NEW WORDING.

HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price, Best
Quality. All Shapes & Colours Available.
Call 1-866-652-6837. www.thecover-
guy.ca.

Personals

Massage as you desire, by East Euro-
peans. Receipt. Hiring. 514-939-2249.

Vacation/Travel

Need: air tickets, vacation packages, ho-
tel reservations, car rentals, cargo serv-
ices, and other services, contact
TURQUOISE TRAVELS at 514-750-3030.
Agents are waiting for you!

HAWAII ON THE MAINLAND, where
healthy low-cost living can be yours.
Modern Arenal Maleku Condominiums,
24/7 secured Community, Costa Rica
“the most friendly country on earth”! 1-
780-952-0709; www.CanTico.ca.

Quebec classifieds

Clothing alterationsHome services

Professional movers

Quality, Convenience
& Customization

Unique lamps and chandeliers,
shades (incl. custom) & repairs.

5903 Sherbrooke W. (at Royal)
(514) 488-4322

Lacontessa.lampes@gmail.com

�

   

KING DAVID MOVING & STORAGE
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
514 796-3131

 

Westmount clothing alterations, lots of experi-
ence: Call Hoda 514.931.5139.WOOD FINISHING

Antiques, Kitchen Cabinets,
Dining Room/Bedroom sets

FREE ESTIMATE

Professional
Craftsman

TOUCH-UP
SERVICE
ON SITE

Henry
Cornblit

514.369.0295

Stripping & Staining

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount

for over 60 years
Specialized in renovations

for older homes
Generator installations

Fast and reliable service
Tel: 514-481-0125
5800 St. Jacques W.

Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

We all need electricity!

(514) 567-1396
Robert Bowden, MBA, BSME

• Multi-discipline team 
• Maintenance jobs
• Small & medium-sized renovations
• Home or business

�

Reliable and honest person for the housekeeping
of your home and office. Free estimation, Carlos
514-805-2040.

Cleaning services

Buying

$ Pay Top Cash for fine, silver, costume jewellery
and antiques. Mrs. Eva. 514.369.5721 or 514.250.5721.

� �� �
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REGULAR AND PLUS
SIZES AVAILABLE

5175B Sherbrooke West corner Marlowe
514-482-4702

   

Bookkeep-it
Bookkeeping, backoffice & consulting services

514-799-9866
info@bookkeepit.ca

Lena
Papadam

Are you having trouble keeping up
with your payroll, DAS, GST and
other paperwork?
Let me take care of the books, so
you can take care of your business.

Bookkeeping – Accounting – Back Office
Creation – Consulting

   

YES (Youth Employment Services)
Montreal held its annual Art Expo at
Marché Bonsecours December 1 and 2.

The free public event celebrated the “art
of business, and the business of art.” Ex-
hibiting emerging artists were thrilled to
have the opportunity to showcase their
work to the almost 700 people who at-
tended.

Art Expo featured live music and dance
performances during the fun-filled two

days. Westmounter Bill Brownstein (The
Gazette) and former Westmount res Andy
Nulman were special guests at the VIP
cocktail reception kicking off the event.
They expressed their belief in the impor-
tance of supporting Montreal’s talented
artistic community. 

The event was generously supported by
the Forum jeunesse de l’île de Montréal
(FJÎM) and Canadian Heritage. 

Attending guests included Iris Unger,
executive director, YES; Simon Restall,

Scotiabank; Jordan
LeBel, John Molson
School of Business;
and Westmounters
John Aylen, YES
president; Kevin and
Terry Tierney; Pino
Di Ioia, BeaverTails;
and Douglas Leahey,
YES business coach.

YES, a non-profit
organization, pro-
vides English-lan-
guage support
services to help Que-
becers find employ-
ment and start
businesses. Its
artists’ program

helps develop entrepreneurial skills,
strategies and tools to build economically
viable careers.

For more information, visit
www.yesmontreal.ca. 

Artists emerge at YES Art Expo
Social Notes 
from Westmount
and Beyond

Veronica Redgrave

Westmounter Bill Brownstein and Andy Nulman. Photos courtesy of YES

Simon Restall, Iris Unger, Jordan LeBel and Westmounter John Aylen.

ONE DAY ONLY

Roof flashing falls
Heavy wind blew large pieces of metal

roof flashing off the apartment building at
235 Metcalfe January 29, according to Pub-
lic Security officials. The flashing landed
in the lane between the building and the
one at 201 Metcalfe on the corner of St.
Catherine. The latter’s superintendent
called officers at 12:29 am.
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A few weeks ago, my 8-year-old daugh-
ter became upset with herself. “Mama, I’m
a bad, stupid girl!” she cried. Wow. For all
my self-admitted parenting struggles, I

don’t speak to her that way, and it was the
first (and last) time I’d heard her do so. For
those of you who don’t have kids, this is
the equivalent of watching someone slap
your grandma. With a newborn kitten. It
bruised my heart.

I always assumed that it’s a rite of pas-
sage for human beings to go through a pe-
riod of spiritual disgust with themselves,
especially girls, who often feel the clash be-
tween themselves and society’s expecta-
tions painfully quickly, and find
themselves lacking. But not at eight years
old.

What can I do? What have I not done?
What should I stop doing?

I suffered through my own self-
loathing as a child and as a teenager, but
those days are gone, partly because I’ve
seen enough suffering to realize my angst
was the equivalent of a pimple on my soul
– gross and entirely avoidable – and partly
because I realized I’m much more good
than bad. Usually. One thing is certain: I
blamed my mother for it all.

Patron goddess of parenting

My patron goddess of Parenting De-
spair must have been listening because a

Teeter-totter parenting
Parenthood
Uncensored
Sophie Tarnowska

AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

.com

514-937-8383

N.D.G.
$589,000

Bright 4+1 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ground floor family room, pool & garage.
More… info & Photo visit www.mcguiganpepin.com

cabcarius@sutton.com
(514) 945-2880

Christopher
Abcarius
B. Comm.
Real Estate Broker

Groupe Sutton
Centre-Ouest Inc.
Real Estate Agency

245 Victoria Ave.
Suite 20,
Westmount QC, H3Z 2M6

few weeks later, ECS offered a free lecture
by Dr. JoAnn Deak, an educator and psy-
chologist. The subject was girls and self-
esteem, which would usually give me
serious eye rolls, given that we live in one
of the wealthiest neighbourhoods in the
country, thus making our daughters the
one percent who have more than most
people on the planet.

But that’s the point. Self-esteem isn’t
achieved by comparing ourselves to oth-
ers. It’s what we nurture in our children
so that they stop comparing themselves to
others, so that their sense of self remains
steady and strong, like a CAA tow truck in
a snowstorm.

She explained that girls’ brains have a
larger anterior cingular cortex compared
to boys, a mistake filter that acts like a
brake on risky behaviour. This makes
sense on an evolutionary level, but limits
risk-taking, and risk-taking is linked to
confidence and competence. Our job is to
counter its effects in a measured and
thoughtful way.

The way to achieve this is counter-intu-
itive. According to Dr. Deak, we parents
are to “teeter when they totter.” To en-
courage our girls to take meaningful risks,
to stretch past their comfort zone rather
than settle into it, to make peace with dis-
comfort. She also calls this “hugging the
monster.” Do the things that bother you;

they’ll make you stronger.
This doesn’t mean you should buy your

10-year-old a set of ginsu knives, but you
should encourage her to stick with ski les-
sons even if she’s afraid. Protect her from
the world by letting her take on the world
(albeit in manageable doses). Teach her
how to stand up to the class bully, rather
than stepping in to save her, for example.

But sometimes you must step in be-
cause, according Dr. Deak, girls not only
tend to internalize emotion (unlike boys
who will get upset, shout or fight it out and
move on), but their brains hold negative
memories longer in their hippocampus
than boys do. So add a good dose of vigi-
lance to the above, and step in before her
discomfort turns to anguish (take note,
bullies). Easy peasy, right?

Despite waves of guilt washing over
me – as Dr. Deak repeated over and over
that studies show that girls who attend
mixed schools rather than expensive all-
girl private schools will likely end up with
shaky self-esteem and a part-time job serv-
ing poutine at Lafleurs – the talk was ex-
cellent. 

She also said that dads have more im-
pact on self-esteem than mothers do, so if
it all goes horribly wrong, we’ll just blame
her dad.

For more info and books by Dr. Deak,
visit www. deakgroup.com.

5 bikes cut off poles
Five bicycles were cut off poles January

27 by Public Works crews, Public Security
officials said. The bikes were protruding
onto the sidewalk, posing an obstruction
to snow removal. Three were on de
Maisonneuve outside Dawson College and
two at 221 Clarke. All were taken to local
police station 12 where they could be
claimed by owners or subsequently sold at
the city’s auction often held during Fam-
ily Day in May.

Snowboarders warned
Three snowboarders were warned Jan-

uary 28 not to use the public stairs or pri-
vate property on Edgehill for jumping,
Public Security officials said. The Summit
stairs lead down to The Boulevard near
Renfrew Ave. Officers had been called to
the scene by a resident at 1:52 pm, but the
trio proved to be uncooperative until offi-
cers called police, who repeated the warn-
ing.
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Among recent reading and audio-visual
material at the Westmount Public Library
singled out by staff are:

Magazines
“Killing the competition: How the new

monopolies are destroying open markets,”
by Barry Lynn in Harper’s Magazine, Feb-
ruary 2012, p. 27.

“The last Kodak moment? Kodak is at
death’s door; Fujifilm, its old rival, is thriv-
ing. Why?” in The Economist, January 14,
2012, p. 63.

“Jusqu’où parler de soi à son patron :
Les entretiens de fin d’année approchent.
L’occasion de faire un bilan de notre tra-
vail et, pourquoi pas, de glisser un mot sur
notre vie personnelle, nos désirs et nos
projets. Risqué ou pas? La relation hiérar-
chique est-elle compatible avec la confi-
dence? Enquête” by Laurence Lemoine in
Psychologies Magazine, December 2011,
p. 150.

Adult Books – Brain power…
Losing It: In which an Aging Professor

Laments his Shrinking Brain ... by
William Ian Miller – A thoughtful and hu-
morous look at the horrors of old age en-

lists the wisdom of the ancients to explore
the myriad ways to be in decline, the fear
of losing mental faculties, and the in-
evitable advent of sags, aches, pains, and
failing joints and organs.

Thinking, Fast and Slow by Daniel Kah-
neman – A psychologist draws on years of
research to introduce his “machinery of
the mind” model on human decision-mak-
ing to reveal the faults and capabilities of
intuitive versus logical thinking.

Adult French – Scandinavian mystery
writers

Betty by Arnaldur Indridason – A foray
into the roman noir genre by the best-
selling Icelandic author of police procedu-
rals. A man accused of murder recounts
how he has been framed by Betty, his
Machiavellian mistress. As he tells his tale
from an interrogation cell, the reader is
plunged into the heart of a police inquiry.

L’honneur d’Edward Finnigan by An-
ders Roslund et Börge Hellström – La
Presse gave this novel a five-star review.
Edward Finnigan is obsessed with the im-
minent execution of his daughter’s mur-
derer. However, the convict dies of a heart

attack before his execution. Is he really
dead though? Troubling facts will emerge
years later as police investigate a savage
beating aboard a ferry linking Sweden and
Norway.

Books on CD
The Litigators by John Grisham –

Law firm partners Oscar Finley and Wally
Figg see a chance for huge financial gain
when they learn of a pending class action
lawsuit against the makers of Krayoxx, a
popular cholesterol-reducing drug sus-
pected of causing heart attacks.

The Tiger’s Wife by Téa Obreht – Re-
membering childhood stories her grand-
father once told her, young physician
Natalia becomes convinced that he spent
his last days searching for “the deathless
man,” a vagabond who claimed to be im-
mortal. As Natalia struggles to understand
why her grandfather, a deeply rational
man would go on such a farfetched jour-
ney, she stumbles across a clue that leads
her to an extraordinary story.

Picture books for children
Homer the Library Cat by Reeve Lind-

bergh – Homer is a very quiet cat, who

lives in a very quiet house with a quiet lady
until one day a loud crash sends him scur-
rying into the busy streets. Homer
searches high and low for a place to curl
up and be quiet, but will he ever find such
a perfect place in such a noisy city?

Danse, Prosper, Danse! by Laure Mon-
loubou – Prosper is born to dance. When
his parents sign him up for dance classes,
he is over the moon with joy until the girls
in the class begin to make fun of every
move he makes.

Reference
Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised
L’État du monde: annuaire économique

et géopolitique mondial, édition 2012.

On the  shelves

‘Suspicious’ person
A man reported to be lurking around

the arena on St. Catherine at 3:40 am Jan-
uary 30 was tracked down at Victoria and
York, Public Security officials said. He
claimed to have taken a taxi to Lansdowne
in search of an address on Walnut St. in
St. Henri. He was directed south down
Glen Rd.
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$2,000 bursaries from Colin No
Tournament fundraisers

Over 25 fellow Selwyn House old boys and current
and former staff competed in the 8th Annual
Colin No Basketball Classic at the school January
26. Participants help raise funds for the Memorial
Fund for student scholarships. Colin No, who
graduated in 1997, died in 2002. According to
James McMillan, director of Advancement, the
fund contained $13,000 in December 2009 and
by December 2011, it had grown to $46,000. After
the tournament last week, it was almost $50,000.
“The Colin No Endowment Fund is one of many
endowed funds we have that will allow us to
provide about $375,000 in needs-based bursaries
for the 2012-13 school year.” Donations to the fund
can be made anytime during the year and will “be
able to provide a needs-based bursary of about
$2,000 to a deserving student.”Photo: Robert J.

Galbraith

Roslyn teacher vindicated

The Gazette writer Brenda Branswell
reported in its January 18 issue that the
Quebec Court of Appeal upheld a defama-
tion judgment that awarded Roslyn School
teacher Mary Kanavaros $234,011. The
parents of a son they claim was “humili-
ated and intimidated” in front of the class
by Kanavaros originally launched a law
suit in 2005 against her. 

A deal was made with the English Mon-
treal School Board to financially compen-
sate the parents, Hagop Artinian and
Kathryn Rosenstein, and keep the case
confidential. The couple spoke to the
media right after and used wording con-
sidered defamatory by Kanavaros, who in
turn sued them for defamation and breach
of the confidentiality decision, which they
were ordered to pay in 2010. The couple
appealed the trial decision, arguing their
statements weren’t defamatory. 

Naturopath accused

Naturopathic doctor Mitra Javanmardi
was in court recently for the start of the
preliminary inquiry following the death of
one of her patients. CTV news and CBC
Radio reported on the story through the
week of January 23. She is accused of
manslaughter and criminal negligence in
the death of Roger Matern. In 2008, Ja-
vanmardi treated the 84-year-old for
breathing problems. He was given an in-
travenous injection containing magne-
sium. He later died. His wife Denise
Matern said they were aware that Javan-
mardi gave intravenous injections and that
she was a not an MD. They assumed it was
okay to receive injections. Javanmadri
practised in an office at 4920 de Maison-
neuve in Westmount.   

Marianopolis student launches law suit

The Gazette reported on January 7 that
a former student at Marianopolis College
has launched a $750,000 lawsuit against
the CEGEP and an English teacher for sex-
ual exploitation starting in 2001. At the
time, the student was 17, and the teacher
57.

The article explained the college issued
a statement in January and that the college
was “first informed of the allegations last
spring, examined the situation carefully,
requesting full details from the student,
and interviewing the teacher and other
members of the college community, and
concluded that the relationship was con-
sensual.”

The Gazette did not name the former
student, who is named in the lawsuit, be-
cause “he was a minor when the alleged
exploitation began,” nor did it name the
teacher “though he was named in the
school’s letter.”

Global news does streeter on potential
new recycling by-law

Global Montreal reporter Anne Leclair
aired a story on January 18 about West-
mount’s proposed new waste manage-
ment by-law. The station reported the new
by-law was “not sitting well with West-
mount small business owners.” (The pro-
posed by-law, which aims to crack down
on the recycling habits of merchants and
residents, has yet to be presented for adop-
tion. It was tabled October 3, 2011. See the
Independent’s coverage in November 1, p.
1 and December 6, p. 5). Leclair conducted
interviews with Councillor Theodora
Samiotis, an employee of Cavallaro and
several passers-by. The story explained the
maximum fine was $2,000 for repeat resi-
dential offenders and $4,000 for repeat
commercial offenders.

In Other Words
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Properties to love ... and live Agence immobilière

WESTMOUNT 64 Sunnyside Avenue $2,495,000
A Westmount classic with timeless elegance, 4+1 bedrooms,
pool size lot.

Deeply Rooted Values
Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker – Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest, inc.

514.953.9808
mariesicotte@videotron.ca

Jeannie Moosz
Real Estate Broker – Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest, inc.

514.299.3307
jeanniemoosz@gmail.com

www.mariesicotte.com

OFFER ACCEPTED

WESTMOUNT 84 Belvedere $1,695,000
Situated in a country setting, contemporary detached home,
beautiful garden.

WESTMOUNT 446 Lansdowne $1,075,000
Victoria Village location, 3 bedrooms, large garden,
parking for two cars.

OFFER ACCEPTED

VILLE-MARIE 2935 Hill Park Circle $895,000
Townhouse style condo with 3 bedrooms, 2½ bath,
walk to Beaver Lake.

TOWN OF MOUNT ROYAL 235 Highfield $1,595,000
Frank Lloyd Wright inspired designed home on a corner lot
with pool, finished basement.

WESTMOUNT 57 Windsor $1,175,000
Perfectly located semi-detached, generous rooms,
alternative to condo.

WESTMOUNT 4549 Sherbrooke $1,275,000
Across from Westmount Park, 4 bedrooms, 2½ bath,
beautiful wood floors.

WESTMOUNT 6 Sunnyside Avenue $7,500.000
Exquisite and stately residence, 5 bedrooms, 7½ bathrooms,

WESTMOUNT 70 Forden Crescent $1,825,000
Classic stone residence on a great street, 4+1 bedrooms,
finished basement.

SOLD
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TANIA KALECHEFF
B.Arch. • Chartered Real Estate Broker

Selling fine homes in Westmount and adjacent areas

WESTMOUNT $849,000
4 storey 2plex w/ top floor available now. Upper is
sunny 3+1 BDRM, 2.5 baths, eat-in kitchen, parking.
Lower rented at $2,300/m unheated. High ceilings
with original plaster moldings and hardwood floors.
Lower rented at $2,300/m unheated. New roof and
windows. Exceptional opportunity instead of a
starter home.

NUN’S ISLAND $648,000
Absolutely spectacular views from this luxurious
waterfront condo: Downtown, Mount Royal,
Westmount and the St. Lawrence. 2 BDRM, 2 bath,
eat-in kitchen, balcony, 2 garages, doorman.
Great amenities. If you are thinking “downsize”
this condo is a “must see”!

UPPER WESTMOUNT $1,475,000
This beautiful home is sure to please the buyer
looking for space, comfort and value. 5 BDRM,
4.5 bathrooms. Eat-in kitchen facing sunny terrace.
Den with fireplace. 2 car garage with direct access
to house. High basement with family room and lots
of storage. Central a/c. Close to best schools, park
and steps from public transport.

Executive Rentals
DOWNTOWN/GOLDEN SQ. MILE $3150/M
1750 sq.ft. condo. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, eat-in
kitchen. 2 garage.

DOWNTOWN/PLATEAU ADJ. $2180/M
Gorgeous state of the art 2 bedroom condo
with fireplace.

JUST LISTED

514-488-1049 • 514-933-6781
As a trained architect and over 30 years of experience as an agent, Tania Kalecheff raises the bar in

real estate. Beyond her exceptional qualifications, she is honest, hard-working and hands-on. She is
without question everything that you could ask for in an agent. Whether you are buying or selling,

I highly recommend calling Tania. K.C., GORDON CRESCENT

You have a fabulous eye for a property. I was so impressed with your ability to walk into room and
immediately see how to clean them up or dress them up for their ideal presentation. L.O., BELFRAGE

My experience with Tania Kalecheff was superb! Tania is
a consummate professional. She knows her business and

the area. She gives generously of her time, knowledge
and herself. E.H., CLAREMONT

WESTMOUNT

Ready for change? Let’s talk!
• Personalized guidance from listing to closing
• Proven track record
• 20+ years of experience
• Thorough analysis to determine the right

asking price
• Honest advice and assistance in preparing

your home for sale
• Regular feedback to keep you informed

• Advertising in local and Montreal newspapers
• REMAX-QUEBEC.COM: the most viewed

real estate site in Quebec
• Peace of mind with Tranquilli-T, exclusive

to REMAX
• International exposure via LuxuryHomes.com
• Greene Ave. showcase exposure for

your property

www.kalecheff.com


