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By Laureen Sweeney

Until last week, half way through Janu-
ary, Westmount had yet to load or dump
any snow this winter. And compared with
the start of last winter, when the city had
already had two storms in December, this
translates into a difference of close to
$400,000 for the month, Public Works of-
ficials said last week.

“But we’re going to get the snow,” said
John Monteiro, roads and parks superin-
tendent. “Over the years it always averages
out to around 2.2 metres a year.”
This winter, while only 20 cm of snow

was recorded in December compared with
the normal 48 cm, the month had a much
higher rainfall than usual – a total of 96
mm compared to 35 mm. This translated
into 115 mm of total precipitation com-
pared with 81 mm.
And over an average winter, from De-

cember through mid-March, the volume
of snow trucked away from Westmount’s
streets, lanes and municipal parking lots
totals some 160,000 cubic meters.
That’s equivalent to filling McGill sta-

dium’s football field with snow 10-storeys
high, he said. “It’s a huge amount.”
One of the reasons

Westmount dumps so

Westmount’s snow can fill football field 10 storeys high

Low snowfall spared city
some $400K – till now

By Laureen Sweeney

It hasn’t been the best of weather so far
for sliding in Murray Park or skating on
outdoor rinks. In fact, they’ve suffered in
different ways but from the same prob-
lem.
Freeze-thaw cycles and rain initially

played havoc with building up good ice
surfaces on the rinks, enabling only four

of the usual six to be opened by the end of
last week, though a fifth was to be opera-
tional for this week. 
Rain followed by plunging tempera-

tures forced the closure of the sliding hill
for four days after New Year’s day.
“It was a sheet of ice,” said parks su-

perintendent Mike Hunter.
“It’s going to be a bad

year for the rinks,” he ex-

Freeze-thaw cycles play
havoc with outside rinks
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Snowboarder Justin Shoubridge freestyles in Murray Park on January 14.
Photo: Ralph Thompson

Ripping it up
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Marci Babineau, right, answers a question about growing wild cherry trees, following her presentation
on how urban spaces can be used to cultivate food sources.

By Joanne Penhale

“Edible Urban Landscape,” the West-
mount Horticultural Society’s January 10
discussion at the Westmount Public Li-
brary, featured Westmount gardener,
teacher, and chicken and beekeeper Marci
Babineau.
Babineau, who writes a column for the

Independent, described some European
urban garden projects, like the 17th cen-
tury Jardin du Luxembourg in Paris, and
the town of Todmorden, England, which
has integrated edible plants into its land-
scape, and has a Google map application
for locals to find the nearest freshly-laid
chicken eggs.
Such projects inspired Babineau, she

said, to make Westmount’s landscape
more edible. She described working with
the city’s Horticultural Advisory Commit-
tee to have the planters along Sherbrooke
and Victoria contain dill, cherry tomatoes,
basil, nasturtiums, and more. At the end
of the last growing season, 12 large shop-
ping bags of produce were harvested from
the planters and delivered to the NDG
Food Depot, she said.
Babineau shared images and stories

from her home garden, where she’s pro-

duced enough hops for home-brewed
beer. She also grows comfrey, strawber-
ries, cabbage, lettuce, nettle, wild cherries,
sour cherries, raspberries, gooseberries,
blueberries, lemon balm, mint, seaberries,
oxalis, rhubarb, ground cherries, echi-
nacea, grapes, red currants, and potatoes.
On her rooftop deck she keeps toma-

toes, eggplants, basil, figs, sunflowers,
broccoli and pak choy, plus a beehive from
which she harvests wax and honey.
Five hens winter in the basement be-

neath Babineau’s kitchen; her family and
neighbours enjoy the eggs, and the scat is
used for fertilizer.
Several trees are maturing in her yard,

including apple, hazelnut, plum, pear and
a kiwi vine.
“A lot of this is an experiment,”

Babineau told more than 40 people at-
tending. “I try and try again.”
She introduced and lauded the efforts

of a small group of Concordia students,
who were looking into planting orchards
in local parks.
Sally Cooke, president of the horticul-

tural society, thanked Babineau and pre-
sented her with two gifts following the
presentation.
The horticultural society is to feature

Much is an experiment, says Babineau of city farming

Albert Mondor on Tuesday, February 14,
with a discussion on growing azaleas, rho-

dodendrons and other cultivars.

At Château Maplewood, quality of life will be enhanced by a full 
range of five star services and amenities: Sea water pool & spa, indoor 
parking, large terraces, green roofs, 4-season loggias, large gym, 

historic chapel and more. 

1-6 bedroom units starting from $727,000 tax included.
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WWW.CHATEAUMAPLEWOOD.COM
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OPENING HOURS WEEK 11-7 WEEKEND 12-5
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KNOWLTON – 299 ACRES
Idyllic country retreat. Charming
century old residence, large beau -
tiful barns, 2 ponds. $1,689,000

WESTMOUNT ADJ
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terrace and garden. $995,000
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4698 WESTMOUNT AVE
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beautiful paneling, 3 fire places,
garage + 3 car parking. $1,295,000

Introducing Introducing

Akiva’s Toy Story plays at Segal

From left, Akiva school parent Eve Rochman Boretsky, student Noah Chazonoff and parent Vicky
Kaspi Langleben play in the January 12 production of Toy Story, this year’s annual theatre production
by Akiva. The show was created and run by parents, and included two full casts featuring both students
and parents. Every year, the school puts on a full-scale theatre production that includes set design,
costumes and scripting. Photo courtesy of Akiva
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much compared to many other places,
such as the Town of Mount Royal and the
West Island, is that the city’s housing, hilly
topography and environmental policies
mean the city can’t simply push the snow
to one side or blow it onto private property,
a process called casting.
The only locations where the city does

cast are around Summit Circle – directly
into Summit Woods – and on Devon, into
wooded land owned by St. Joseph’s Ora-
tory. “It’s clean snow without salt that we
blow the first day of the clean-up,” ex-
plained parks superintendent Mike
Hunter.
While the city’s snow removal routes

have remained little changed over the last
20 years, tailoring them to each storm is
like a jigsaw puzzle, Monteiro and Hunter
explain. It’s fraught with variable factors
that include accumulation, equipment
breakdown, availability of trucks, slow-
downs at the dump and traffic.
“Every storm starts with an empty

map,” Hunter said. “And we colour-code
which streets have been done and what we
plan to do so we can see at a glance if a
street has been missed.”
He said they keep a close eye on Envi-

ronment Canada forecasts.
In general, a storm of 22 cm (8 inches),

or back-to-back storms bringing that
much, can require three days or more after
the storm day to load and haul the snow to
the dump site at a cost of some $70,000 to
$80,000 a day, including labour, equip-

ment, salt and sand, and trucking and
dumping charges.
Since 2004, the city has been dumping

at Montreal’s Butler snow chutes in Ver-
dun, where the snow goes directly into the
sewer collector.
It was many years ago, at the direction

of the Quebec Environment ministry, that
the city stopped dumping snow at its own
two land sites off Summit Circle.
One was on the northwestern slope fac-

ing Ridgewood; the other off Belvedere
Rd. toward Côte des Neiges. This is an
area the city still occasionally uses as a
transfer or holding point for small
amounts of snow later blown into trucks
and carted away.
Statistics of snow-related operations

dating back to 1989 have been recorded by
Monteiro in voluminous binders that also
contain Environment Canada weather sta-
tistics back to 1941.
While procedures may have changed

little since Monteiro started on the job
more than two decades ago, “My feeling is
that there are more cars on the road now,
which takes longer when the plow gets
stuck behind them.” There are also other
challenges such as more parked cars (see
separate story, p. 5).
In a typical snow storm, the city spends

the day of the storm plowing snow to the
side of the street, plowing sidewalks and
pushing snow from corners, bus stops
and, where possible, areas in front of day-
cares, and opening up all streets.
On roadways, the city

normally spreads salt or a

Snow removal: like puzzle
continued from p. 1

Colour-coding city streets helps Public Works officials John Monteiro (left) and Mike Hunter plot the
progress of snow removal operations, they explained last week on the approach of back-to-back storms.

continued on p. 5



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – January 17-18, 2012 – 5

By Laureen Sweeney

Here’s what to expect as a typical guide
to snow clearing during and after a storm,
though Public Works officials note that
amounts, wind and other variables can
hasten or lengthen the time required. In
general, most storms of up to 22 cm (8
inches) require three to four days of load-
ing and dumping operations after the day
of the storm.

During the storm

The city deploys four salt trucks to clear
snow to the side and spread salt or a
salt/calcium mix and seven sidewalk
plows.
Also, one front-end loader plows lanes;

two or three loaders open up corners and
bus stops; two or three more open main
east-west arterials (Sherbrooke, St. Cather-
ine, Dorchester, Côte St. Antoine, West-
mount Ave., de Maisonneuve and The
Boulevard).
Five hired loaders are called in to open

all other streets.
Planning also begins for loading and

dumping operations the next day.

After storm day

Day 1
Three or four blowers, along with hired

trucks, begin loading and dumping ac-
cording to the following priorities:
• Greene and Victoria commercial dis-
tricts are usually the first because the
city can start there at 4 am before being
able to work in residential areas and to
get ahead of traffic;

• Sherbrooke: north side from Roslyn to
west city limits and entire south side;

• St. Catherine: south side from Lans-
downe to Atwater; north side Atwater to
Greene;

• Claremont: one side, either/or;
• School zones, as many as possible in-
cluding St. Marcelline block: Upper Bel-
mont, Lansdowne Ridge and Devon
(casting);

• Usually Montrose and Cedar;
• Summit Circle, casting;
• Fire route: Metcalfe, Forden, Sydenham,
Edgehill and Lexington.

Day 2
• Main north-south streets such as
Grosvenor, Victoria, Lansdowne and
Clarke;

• School zones missed on Day 1;

• de Maisonneuve with bike path, Atwater
to Melville.

Day 3
• de Maisonneuve with bike path, Lans-
downe to west city limits;

• The Boulevard (non-school zone sec-
tions);

• Other streets or section of streets un-
done.

Day 4 (if required)
• Remaining streets.

Snow clearing schedule can take up to 4 days

Campbell Cohen Worsoff
Avocats

Barristers and Solicitors

ESTATE LITIGATION

WILLS AND ESTATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS

Michael Worsoff
215 Redfern, suite 118
Westmount, QC H3Z 3L5
Tel: 514 937-9445 Fax 514 937-2580
mworsoff@canadavisa.com

Snow statistics
Streets cleared: 51.8 km
Sidewalks: 103.9 km
Lanes: 9.8 km of lanes, most under con-
tract

Parking lots, also under contract, 12:
Tupper, Atwater, Greene, two spots on
Summit Circle, Victoria, Westmount
arena, Victoria Hall, library, St.
Catherine and Prince Albert, city hall
and the Glen power house.

Public steps and pathways also cleared.
City equipment used: four salt trucks, 7
sidewalk plows, 8 front-end loaders,
4 blowers plus 5 rented loaders on
call and many dump trucks on order
as required and/or available.

Average snowfall per calendar year: 2.2
metres.

Source: Westmount Public Works

mix of salt and liquid calcium (when tem-
peratures plunge below -10˚C) and uses
mixes of sand, salt and stones on side-
walks (see January 10, p. 6 for the Public
Works director’s explanation of this
process).
On the two or three days following the

storm, loading begins in earnest according
to a basic plan (see “Snow clearing” at
right).
Priorities include school and bus zones,

fire routes and opening up Sherbrooke
and St. Catherine streets to move traffic as
well as snow trucks. The bike route is not
considered a priority and is cleaned as part
of regular operations on de Maisonneuve.
Those are usually on Days 2 and 3 after a
storm.

Snowy roads
continued from p. 4

How to speed up 
snow removal
The following are some suggestions

from Public Works officials for speeding
up snow removal:
• Notwithstanding the need to turn

wheels to the curb while parking on hills,
during a snowstorm, park cars further
away from the curb than usual to allow
sidewalk plows to pass easily without
threat of damage. The 4.5 foot-wide plow
blade is a tight fit for older sidewalks of the
same measurement, though the standard
sidewalk is now five feet.
• Remind private snow removal con-

tractors to place driveway snow onto exist-
ing snow banks rather than on the road to
reduce the need for city plows to keep re-
doing the streets and sidewalks, which
adds time, salt and cost to the process.
• Move cars when no-parking signs go

up for snow removal so crews and trucks
do not have to wait for cars to be dug out,
moved or towed.
• Park cars in driveways whenever pos-

sible. Despite the permit system, city
workers notice some cars with parking ac-
cess that seem to be left on the street by
choice.
• Keep blue boxes and recycling bins

away from sidewalks and the path of
plows.

Woman freed from
bathroom
A woman was trapped inside a bath-

room in a Sherbrooke St. apartment build-
ing on January 5, Public Security officials
said. She was freed and reportedly
emerged “smiling” when public safety of-
ficers kicked in the door.
Officers were called to the building at

12:20 am by a friend, who said the woman
had been locked inside for some 30 min-
utes after the lock had jammed. When the
superintendent could not be reached, offi-
cers kicked in old wooden door, damaging
only the door frame. The woman claimed
to have previously reported the defective
lock.

Levine Barrette Portfolio Management consists of Michael I. Levine and Louis-Philippe Barrette, Vice-Presidents and Portfolio Managers, 
TD Waterhouse Private Investment Advice is a division of TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. (Member Canadian Investor Protection Fund), 

a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. TD Waterhouse is a trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank, used under license
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Michael I. Levine
Vice President and Portfolio Manager
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Letters  to  the  Editor

‘Everything is political’ is
a tired excuse
Since the spring of 2010, Westmount

Citizens for Safe Cycling (WCSC) has
made numerous presentations to West-
mount city council to promote inclusive
safe cycling in our community. 
In September 2011, WCSC presented a

comprehensive brief to the Master Traffic
Plan committee that, among others, pro-
posed additional and alternative cycling
routes to promote and enhance safe cy-
cling in Westmount, while respecting the
character and vocations of our residential
and arterial streets, and Westmount Park.
WCSC’s presentations were grounded on
evidence-based research and best practices
in this domain.
At the December 5 city council meet-

ing, Patricia Dumais (of the Westmount
Walking and Cycling Association) asked
Mayor Trent if there was any possibility of
implementing a bike path on Côte St. An-
toine in spring 2012, one of the many rec-
ommendations in the WCSC brief to the
Master Traffic Planning Committee. 
The Mayor’s response was clear: “I live

on that street…I am for the project…I’m
trying to figure out how to get people who
live on the street behind the project…it will
not be a slam dunk…you can’t force peo-
ple to accept something…you can’t push a

rope…the neighbourhood is not for
it…everything is political.” 
So much for best practices and evi-

dence-based research. 
The “everything is political” approach

explains council’s flip-flop (regardless of
the cost to taxpayers) on keeping the de
Maisonneuve bike path “open” this winter
and its failure to address the many safety
issues WCSC has raised over the last 20
months regarding this bike path.
“Different strokes for different folks,”

depending on your street, and more im-
portantly, who lives on your street.
WCSC would like to remind Mayor

Trent that as we head into the “Year of
Traffic,” the promotion of active trans-
portation, inclusive safety and the contin-
ued shift toward sustainable development
are key issues for our community. Among
the requirements to effect these changes
are education, flexibility and concern for
the common good. Not to mention leader-
ship – capital “P” political leadership.

Don Taddeo, de Maisonneuve Blvd.
and WCSC member

Quebec lacks vision of
active transport
The announcement that software de-

signed by CityRyde has passed the first of
two steps in becoming a “verified carbon

standard” is good news. When certified, it
can be used by the Bixi system to sell car-
bon credits to Montreal’s upcoming
Bourse de Carbon.   
Thus Bixis will not only improve our at-

mosphere, health and urban settings but
can be converted into dollars for West-
mount, a multiple-win situation.
What is surprising is that with all Bixis’

design awards and its contracts won in
major cities, the Quebec government
could not find a way of bringing Bixi under
its aegis, like Hydro Quebec but on a
much smaller scale. Instead it cut it out of
worldwide marketing.   
Incredible when one considers that the

Union of Quebec Municipalities has taken
a vigorous stand in favour of active trans-
port.
Even though Quebec has shown its

support for sustainability by continuing to
endorse the Kyoto Protocol, it is a vision of
urban liveability that it lacks. How else
could it have been blind to the solid pro-
posals brought forward at the Turcot
BAPE hearings? These proposals would
have valourized 21st century mass transit
over increased vehicular carrying capacity
of the Turcot and allowed for a revitaliza-
tion of the southwest borough, as well as a
new linear park, the St. Jacques escarp-
ment. A golden opportunity missed.
This lack also caused Quebec to ap-

prove an MUHC Glen site designed
around vehicular access. Only now at the
last minute are their designers consider-
ing mass transit access from the Vendôme
intermodal station as being of primary
value.
Let us hope that Westmount’s upcom-

ing Master Traffic and Active Transport
Plan will continue the liveability vision
that Westmount had already shown this
spring with Bixis, so that active transport
and mass transit become equal partners to
vehicular traffic in terms of infrastructure
spending.
Roger Jochym, Lewis Ave. and member

of the Westmount Walking and
Cycling Association 

Stay alert, squirrels
2011 brought many successes for West-

mount squirrels! Squirrels found a voice
in the Westmount Squirrel Anti-Defama-
tion Taskforce through its training and ed-
ucational outreach programs. People’s
appreciation of Westmount squirrels went
online – social media websites began pop-
ping up (Facebook and blogger, thanks
Caroline and Danny). 
Westmounters and their squirrels are

really getting along! 
However, it is from 2011’s failures from

which we draw our cues to action in 2012.
Squirrel relations with Westmount dogs
continue to be dismal, and Westmount
Public Security continues to ignore its in-
stitutional bias against squirrels. (It even
ignores letters written by squirrels, like
this one). 
And now even chickens have begun pil-

ing on by impugning our productivity
(Ms. Red). Chickens must not realize that
squirrels are the ones who taught rats how
to run in the rat race! That’s right! The
quintessential metaphor for humans
working hard and productively was taught
to rats by squirrels!
Fret not dogs, Public safety officers, and

chickens. Your apologies will still be gra-
ciously accepted by all Westmount squir-
rels throughout 2012! Happy new year to
all!

Skip Knuttal, chairsquirrel,
Westmount Squirrel Anti-

Defamation Task Force, tall maple by
library in Westmount Park

Working on my Blackberry through lunch...again.

Four suspects drive
away in taxi
A group of four people aroused the

suspicions of public safety officers at
3:11 am January 6 when they were ob-
served trying the door handles of cars
parked on Roslyn, Public Security offi-
cials said. No entry was gained and the
four, dressed in dark clothing, got into
a taxi on Westmount Ave. and headed
north into Montreal.
Cars in the area were checked and

no thefts were believed to have oc-
curred. It was exactly 24 hours after a
trio set off a car alarm on Victoria (see
January 10, p. 3).
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By Laureen Sweeney

In common with its numerical desig-
nation, local police station 12 expects 2012
to be a big year.
“We’re moving from a past era into a

new one with a new computer reporting
system, adopting higher visibility in the
community and changing our uniform,”
said commander Stéphane Plourde.
His action plan for the year calls for a

focus on pedestrian safety, the bike path
and more foot patrol, he explained.
While November’s criminal activity re-

flected little change in that side of the op-
eration, he said, the “big news” was the
coming changes “that will make 2012 a big
year for us, for sure.”
As he spoke, the station’s responsibili-

ties were being covered by others while all
of station 12’s police personnel were at-
tending a four-day training session re-
garding the new paperless reporting
system to be introduced on January 15.
The system is being phased in at individ-
ual stations starting last year in the north
and West Island regions.
The new technology brings to a close

the era of written police reports, with
copies sent to headquarters every evening
for entry in numerous databases from the
provincial government to the court sys-
tem, he explained.
From now on, every cruiser at station

12 will be equipped with a laptop, which
police can take into a home on answering
a call and enter information into it directly.

“Citizens won’t notice any difference,
but it’s a big move for us,” Plourde said.
“We’ll be not quite, but almost, paperless.”
One aspect he hopes residents will no-

tice, however, is heightened police visibil-
ity in Westmount because of the way
personnel will be deployed. “Every station
has certain flexibility and I want visibility
to be one of ours.

“You’re going to see more police pres-
ence on the street and on bikes. We’re ask-
ing police to get out of their cars. Police
like to work under cover but we’re also
going to ask more of them to wear the uni-
form. People want to see more police.”
One area in which Plourde has direct

operational authority as commander, he
said, is the MAP (Module
d’action par projets). This

November criminality in Westmount shows little change

Station 12 in ’12: new look, more visibility, almost paperless

Type of crime reported June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Nov. ’10

Break and enter 8 6 6 10 9 5 10

Robbery 1 0 1 3 2 1 2

Theft from vehicles 11 7 23 14 29 15 13

Theft of vehicles 2 1 1 5 0 4 2

Graffiti 8 13 6 4 8 4 23*

Hit-and-run 23 14 14 8 17 18 16

* Graffiti reporting system from PSU to police changed in June 2011.
NB: Statistics released by local station 12 no longer include sexual assault, a broad category
that may often be mistaken only for rape cases.

June to November 2011

Westmount crime samplings
continued on p. 18
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By Isaac Olson

Westmounter Dr. Vassilios Papadopou-
los, director of the McGill University
Health Centre’s (MUHC) Research Insti-
tute, says a recent $10-million donation by
the Trottier Family Foundation will give
the incoming super hospital’s research fa-
cility, which eventually will be located on
the Glen site, a notable boost.
“For us, it’s fantastic because it gives us

the opportunity to deliver what we want to
deliver, in terms of a state-of-the-art facility
in the heart of a hospital that allows the
physicians and scientists to be at the fore-
front of new technologies and in the de-
velopment of new medicines,” said
Papadopoulos. “It’s with donations like
this that we can move ahead.”
According to a press release, the dona-

tion is the largest of its kind since the
Royal Victoria Hospital Foundation was
launched 38 years ago. It will go towards
the MUHC’s Best Care for Life Campaign
in direct support of the MUHC’s Research
Institute and the new Centre for Innova-
tive Medicine currently
under construction at the

MUHC Glen site research facility to receive
record-breaking $10-million donation

A bird’s eye view of the rising super hospital taken from the top of the former Air Canada building,
January 13.

BLUE CROSS • ETFS • INTACT • MISSISQUOI • TRAVEL UNDERWRITERS •  
ENCON • TRANSAMERICA • UNION CANADIENNE • XN • ZURICH • MANULIFE 
• SUNLIFE • LLOYDS • AVIVA • CHUBB • GUARANTEE OF NORTH AMERICA

Independent Insurance Brokers
ogilvy.ca

514.932.8660

HELPFUL TIPS FROM                          INSURANCE
We aren’t the insurance company, We are your broker. We work for you.

For over 85 years

Critical Illness
Critical Illness is designed to provide a lump sum benefit 
when diagnosed with a covered critical Illness condition, 
such as a heart attack, cancer or stroke.

For an individual or a business owner a critical illness can create havoc:
  Emotional/physical stress
  Financial stress – debts
  Loss of revenue
  Exposure to creditors
  Potential drop of share value for a corporation

Let us give you a quotation and protect your cash flow.
Because protection matters!

AGING AND MEMORY

SENIOR ADULT
PARTICIPANTS

NEEDED
For a study assessing

spatial memory
Ages: 60 to 75 years
old, right-handed

Not currently on medication
for mood, or sleep.

No history of mental illness,
neurological illness, or stroke.

Participation includes 1 to 3 visits to
the laboratory of Dr. Veronique Bohbot

at the Douglas Institute.
Visits will entail spatial memory tasks
in virtual environments on a computer

as well as cognitive tasks.
Financial compensation will be offered.

If interested, please call
Kyoko Konishi at

(514) 761-6131 ext. 3408
continued on p. 10

Office hours: Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
4001 de Maisonneuve Blvd West, Suite 2G.1 Montreal, Qc H3Z 3G4

WINTER 2012
Online Registration Available

www.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/ctd
514 933-0047

Computers & Technology
• Intro to Cloud Computing
• Making Gmail & Google Apps Work For You
• Microsoft Word; Excel; Powerpoint
• Dreamweaver; Illustrator; HTML Web
Design; Photoshop; WordPress

• 3D Art for Graphics & Illustration; Photo -
shop & Illustrator for Fashion Design; …

Photography
• Adobe Lightroom; Photoshop for
Photographers; from Camera to the Web

• Camera Basics; Digital Photography;
Creative Composition; Environmental
Portraiture; Photographing People;
Documentary Photography; …

Professional & Personal Development
• All About Payroll; Setting Personal
Financial Goals

• SEO (Search Engine Optimization) for
Entrepreneurs; SEO for Organizations

• Singing; Drawing; Painting with Acrylics;
Watercolour; Digital Music; Creating
Comic Strips; Creative Writing;
Scriptwriting for Hollywood

• Home Staging; Introduction to
Interior Decorating; ...

•Languages
• English; French; Chinese; Japanese;
German; Italian; Spanish

• English & French Writing Skills
• Tutorial for the OLF Exam
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Chartered Real Estate Agency

BUNNY BERKE
Real Estate Broker

514 933 8037

592 Lansdowne, Westmount, $1,495,000

SOLD

IN
5DAYS

Invest in yourself!
Invest in your property!
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When your good looks are a curse like
Chico, life can be rough. When you’re this
easy on the eyes, let’s face it, you get
treated differently. Doors swing open at
just the right time, lines part to make way
for you at the grocery check-out and cabs
collide in the street to pick you up.
Being beautiful has its upsides, to be

sure, and makes like easier in a plethora
of ways, but like most things, beauty can
have an ugly downside too. 
Take Chico for example, our 5-year-old

shih-tzu. This is one cute little guy – fluffy
and furry, like a Justin Bieber for the dog
crowd. And just like the teenaged pop
stars of today, Chico has the attitude to
match. 
Part nature, part nurture, we don’t

know how it originated, but Chico is an
alpha dog who needs to know up front
who is boss. If not, he has been known to

growl, show teeth
and even deliver the
odd bite. 
He will not toler-

ate being rushed at
first introductions,
preferring to sniff
out any new people
or dogs before they
do it to him first.
His doesn’t like it
when people, or
“admirers,” as some
really are, get right
up into his perfectly
chiseled face. 
Chico, like many

a rescue dog, has a
spotty history, but
we do know this: he
was a petshop
puppy adopted on a whim by parents for
kids who at first adored him and treated
him like His Majesty, then cast him aside
like yesterday’s news. Too often is the case
for these puppies who grow into bad-man-
nered adults. 
But all this baggage aside, Chico has

considerable upsides. He can stay home

Chico: Don't be mesmerized by his good looks
The
Underdog
Club
Cynthia Lee

Dita PILATES STUDIO
www.ditapilates.com

Get your BEST BODY ever! 10% o�  until January 31st!
Book your private session or class now!

5580 Sherbrooke West, Montréal, H4A 1W3 (Facing Girouard Park) 514  656-DITA (3482)
Dita Pilates

Beauty is 
CORE deep 

alone and co-exist with easy-going dogs
and cats. He loves to walk or do the run-

way sashay. Like Suzanne Somers, the
more exercise he gets, the better. 
His favourite thing to do during the

day – besides going for walks – is to look
out the window. He can gaze outside for
hours. It has a soothing effect on him, pos-
sibly because he can see his own hand-
some reflection, and he usually falls asleep
there exhausted by his own beauty.
Mirror mirror on the wall, do you think

you’re the fairest of them all? Chico doubts
it! Arrange a face-off by contacting So-
phie’s Dog Adoptions at info@sophiesdo-
gadoption.com or by calling 514.523.5052.

The Underdog Club is a marketing agency
that says it like it is. If a dog is bad, we say
it. Ugly? We don’t hide it. Getting old and

grey? We’ll tell you about it. We believe these
dogs aren’t fancy, but they will win your

heart. Visit www.underdoclub.org.
Chico

Glen site.
The donation and development of the

new centre come at an exciting time, ex-
plained Papadopoulos, as medical science
continues its path to a future that will
likely include cures or less-invasive treat-
ments that target illnesses like cancer, di-
abetes and Alzheimer’s. The new facility,
he added, will also have a unique paedi-
atric research department that will develop
and test new treatments for children.
“My family and I are very pleased to

support the building of a new medical cen-
tre in Montreal,” Lorne Trottier, the co-
founder of the business group Matrox, is
quoted as saying in the press release. “We
have a particular interest in science and re-
search and therefore the concept of bring-

ing together top-rated research with clini-
cal trials for patient care at the bedside
through the Centre for Innovative Medi-
cine is very appealing to us.”
Currently, researchers are spread out in

65 separate labs located in aging buildings
but, despite those constraints, the team of
scientists has made many notable scien-
tific achievements. Now looking ahead, Pa-
padopoulos predicts an entirely new level
of interdisciplinary collaboration and dis-
coveries that await in a modernized facility
that brings all the teams together.
He and the rest of the MUHC commu-

nity are “very grateful” for the donation
but, Papadopoulos noted, the $300-million
Best Care for Life Campaign still has a
ways to go. So, he concluded, “we hope
more people will follow the Trottier fam-
ily’s lead.”

Donation for research centre
continued from p. 8
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Antoine
Saker
Real Estate Broker

Royal LePage Altitude

514-812-2486
www.antoinesaker.com

Prestigious address in the heart of the city
radiating charm and history! Breathtaking
top floor apartment in The Manoir Belmont
exuding light with it’s high ceilings, great
view, immaculate condition and tastefully
designed.

For more information, kindly visit:
www.antoinesaker.com/belmont512

2333 Sherbrooke West
Apartment 512
$1,059,000 – MLS8497969

 

By Joanne Penhale

Following a 40-year career in radio at
the CBC, Katie Malloch now wants to vol-
unteer with Westmount elementary stu-
dents to help them read aloud and teach
them how to use their voices with confi-
dence.
“Kids have to learn what it means to

stand up and express themselves,” Mal-
loch told the Independent the day following
her announcement January 9 she would
retire in March. “I think that no matter
what they go on to do in life... [they] have
to be able to talk to people.”
Malloch’s curiosity for radio was fuelled

by her mother, who shared stories of fun
times working at Queen’s University’s
closed-circuit radio station. As an anthro-
pology student at McGill University, Mal-
loch began experimenting with sound at
Radio McGill. And meanwhile, alternative
radio was on the rise in Montreal.
“It began to occur to me that there were

all kinds of radio that could be done.”
Malloch built audio pictures where lis-

teners could use their imaginations. She
once collected raw sounds as she rode with
a driver in a sulky behind a horse at the
Blue Bonnets raceway, and wove those am-
bient sounds into her report.
She landed a freelance gig on CBC’s

Our Native Land in 1972 – qualified, in
part, since her maternal grandfather was
Mohawk from Six Nations. Her next stint
at CBC was on the local afternoon show,
sharing news from Montreal’s university
campuses.
To prepare pieces for broadcast, Mal-

loch would slice quarter-inch acetate tape
with a razor blade and piece it back to-
gether with scotch tape. “None of that
physicality exists anymore,” Malloch said,
then describing waveform editing on com-
puters.
In 1975, Malloch was hired as a staff

announcer for the afternoon show, and
later hosted Jazz Beat for 23 years. Since
2007, she’s hosted the jazz program Tonic.
Part of her retirement plan is to get

technologically up-to-date. “I don’t own a
cell phone. I don’t own an iPod. I have a
crappy old computer.”
She says she’d like to hire an agent and

do voice work for extra income. And, she
plans to get another dog, which will be
trained for search and rescue.
Most enthusiastically, Malloch an-

nounced she’s looking forward to having
the time to clean her house. “I mean really
cleaning it in the way you can’t when you

Malloch retires from CBC, dreams of
doing voice work with kids

Real Estate Agency

Joseph Marovitch
Courtier immobilier - Real Estate broker

C: 514-825-8771
B: 514-934-1818
josephmarovitch@royallepage.ca
josephmarovitchrealestate.com

I will proudly and
professionally bring your
goals to light. Check my
website for exciting
listings and services.

    

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

.com

514-937-8383

Westmount Condo
MLS 8661102 $1,411,000 + taxes

NEWLISTING

Westmount’s Katie Malloch began her career at CBC in 1972, freelancing on a national program called
Our Native Land. Here, Malloch is pictured in the control room for Radio Two’s jazz program Tonic,
which she’s hosted since 2007. Farewell concerts will be held in her honour across Canada later this
month.

have a job and you have kids.”
Malloch’s childhood home was on

Lansdowne. She graduated from West-
mount High in 1968 and remembers
Stockwell Day teasing her in Latin class.
She now lives on Clarke with her hus-

band, filmmaker Paul Cowan. There, she
listens to belly dancing music – a dance
she been learning for the past six years.
She imagines listening to jazz again at

home after retirement. “Right now I listen
to it all day. The last thing I want to listen
to when I come home is jazz!”
Malloch has two daughters in their

early 20s, who like her, attended Roslyn
school.
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$ 2,650,000

       
 

$ 839,000

        

$ 1,275,000

            

$ 2,398,000

              

$ 978,000

      

$ 1,998,000

$ 3,998,000 $ 3,750,000  

                           

$ 3,500,000

           

$2,698,000

Marie-Claire RémillardLouise Rémillard
Présidente

$ 898,000

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

DISTINCTIVE 
PROPERTIES

Affiliate of the year 2011

profusionrealty.ca
Best

Website
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Suzanne Lefebvre Christina MillerCarole KennedyMicheline 
C.Després

Julie Lacroix

         

$ 1,120,000

 

$ 878,000

  

 

$ 3,300,000

$ 4,000/month 

    

$ 249,000 or short term rental

  
 

$ 425,000

    

$ 1,100,000

     

$ 875,000

       

$ 650,000

 

$ 885,000

OPEN HOUSE JAN. 22, 2-4PM
300 LANSDOWNE#12

$ 1,598,000

    

$ 2,850,000 $ 1,895,000  

    
 

        
 

$ 1,250,000

DISTINCTIVE 
PROPERTIES

Affiliate of the year 2011

Susanne Chernin Diane
Stelmashuk

Louise Jackson
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REAL ESTATE AGENCY
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

.com

514-937-8383

MLS 8617638 $575,000 MLS 8674816 $245,000

Le Plateau Condos

NEWLISTING

Westmount VilleMarie
Conservative Association
cordially invites you to our
Winter Fireside chat with
The Honourable Tony Clement
President of the Treasury Board
and Minister for the Federal
Economic Development Initiative
for Northern Ontario
Date: Friday February 3, 2012
Time: 5 to 7
Place: Leacock Room of

the University Club
2047 Mansfield, Montreal

Price: $250 (tax receipt)
Cheques payable to:
Westmount VilleMarie
Conservative Association
RSVP: Andrea Bobkowicz

wvmconservative@gmail.com
514 8714339

MUHC: No specific plans 
to build in Westmount
By Martin C. Barry

While the McGill University Health
Centre’s (MUHC) main campus on the
NDG side of the former Glen Yards is
scheduled for completion in 2014, MUHC
officials say they have no immediate plans
to develop an unused portion of their land
that is within Westmount.
“We’re obviously focused on a very im-

portant project that we’re designing and
building right now,” Robert Hamilton,
senior director for the development of the

$2.25-billion super hospital, told the Inde-
pendent following a January 12 presenta-
tion at the Atwater Library.
While he noted that the site was chosen

to meet present as well as future health
needs, Hamilton said the MUHC doesn’t
have “specific plans for development in
this area [Westmount] right at this
minute.”
He said the Westmount portion will be

maintained as a green space, although it
won’t necessarily be accessible by the pub-
lic.
During the same presentation,

Jonathan Goldbloom, executive director of
the MUHC Foundation’s Best Care for
Life Campaign, said the foundation is
nearing a goal of raising $300 million
from private donors, with $260 million
gathered so far.
Regarding the MUHC’s land in West-

mount, Goldbloom, who is a Westmount
resident, said, “I think if there is a need to
move in that area that there will be dis-
cussion with the mayor and discussion
with the city about how best to do that.”
But Goldbloom emphasized that there

won’t be serious discussion of the issue

Robert Hamilton, left, senior director for development of the MUHC’s Glen Campus super hospital,
and Jonathan Goldbloom, executive director of the MUHC’s Best Care for Life Campaign, spoke about
the project at the Atwater Library on January 12.

Sleeping son gets
surprise awakening
The sleeping son of a homeowner on

The Boulevard received a surprise awak-
ening from police just before noon Jan-
uary 7, Public Security officials said. He
had apparently failed to hear the door-
bell at 11:10 am when public safety offi-
cers rang to warn him the garage door
was wide open leading to the home’s in-
terior. Police were called instead and
checked out the inside on arrival.

before 2014. “There are no immediate
plans for the use of that land,” he said.
“We’ve to get built what needs to be built.”

Electronic Independents available
Sign up by writing us:

office@westmountindependent.com.
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SOLD INTRODUCING

Rochelle Cantor
Real Estate Broker

514.605.6755

357 WINDERMERE | BEACONSFIELD 
Spacious 4 bedroom family
residence filled with warmth
and sunshine, fireplace, totally
upgraded. Large backyard.

$535,000
WESTMOUNT | 2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE #1202
Location! Location! Location! This beautifully renovated very spacious
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom, en suite walk-in, granite kitchen counters, corner
unit offers spectacular South & West views. An absolute must see!

$ 995,000 / $ 5,000 month

WESTMOUNT | 499 ELM
Garden level, 1,300 sq. ft. of
spacious living 2 bedrooms, 2 bath.
Very sunny. Totally renovated,
7 appliances included.

$2,250/month
WESTMOUNT | 646 ROSLYN
Magnificent stately home, perfect
location with spacious rooms, new
Marvin windows, new roof, finished
basement and many upgrades.

$1,565,000$995,000
WESTMOUNT | CHATEAU WESTMOUNT
Enjoy this beautiful “Pied a Terre”
with exquisite crown moldings,
2 bedrooms, 2+1 bath. A true gem
in this highly sought after building.

OFFERED ATRENTAL

INTRODUCING

SOLD

INTRODUCING

By David Price

A semi-detached house in mid-level
Westmount costs between $1 and $1.2
million – on that point the data is pretty
clear.
With two exceptions (at the $1.3 million

level, in June and October), this range has
been the case for the last eight months.
As regards to the rest, more data is re-

quired before a trend is clear.
Yes, premiums over valuation have

been declining recently (from 27 percent,
arithmetically, in November to 17 percent
in January), but they’ve declined before
(from 25 percent in June to 17 percent in
August), so let’s wait before writing the
headline.
Other residence types continue to ex-

hibit all-over-the-road data, as you’d expect
from categories like “condos,” which in-
cludes virtual mansions in the sky and
more modest apartment-style units. Ditto
for “detached,” which includes bona fide
mansions and more modest houses that
could just as easily be semi-detached
houses or townhouses (and sell that way).
Only duplex units showed some stabil-

ity, with the low outlier month (at about
$183,000) easily explained by six units
being purchased in a business-heavy block
of St. Antoine St., not to mention their
proximity to possible Turcot reconstruc-
tion shenanigans. The other months saw a
fairly narrow range of $425,000 to
$643,250.
Interestingly, almost no land or com-

mercial buildings have been reported as
changing hands in the last eight months.
What’s up?

Real estate round-up

Some softness, but no trend yet

Number of transactions in parentheses. All dollar amounts are averages.

January 10 December 13 November 8 October 11 September 16 August 9 July 5 June 1

Semidetached on the flat $535,000 (2) none $1,750,000 (1) none $972,000 (5) $1,011,300 (5) none none

Semidetached, Mid-Westmount $1,030,000 (3) $1,163,333 (3) none $1,323,000 (3) $1,203,050 (10) $1,357,143 (7) $1,143,800 (10) $1,338,000 (3)*

By type
Detached $2,375,000 (1) $1,455,000 (3) $1,695,000 (2) $2,783,333 (3) $1,823,000 (7) $2,087,500 (6) $1,610,000 (3) $1,328,333 (3)
Semidetached $832,000 (5) $1,307,660 (5) $1,750,000 (1) $1,502,750 (4) $1,122,088 (17) $1,146,267 (15) $1,238,583 (12) $1,273,800 (5)*
Townhouse $420,000 (1) $989,000 (5) $1,247,500 (2) $827,000 (5) $994,909 (11) $843,750 (4) $872,000 (1) none

Duplex/triplex (1 unit) $576,667 (6) $450,000 (2) $183,571 (7) $425,000 (8) $643,250 (3) $521,500 (2) $561,500 (2) $459,167 (8)
Condo $815,000 (1) $1,197,500 (2) none $738,500 (2) $630,600 (5) $617,500 (6) $930,571 (7) $1,125,000 (3)
Commercial none none $920,000 (1) none none none $1,650,000 (1) none
Land none none none none none $920,000 (2) none none

By area (excl. commercial and land)
Upper Westmount none $1,614,575 (4) $1,700,000 (1) $2,042,000 (1) $1,384,000 (5) $1,787,500 (5) $1,712,500 (2) $1,388,333 (3)
Mid-Westmount $1,243,000 (5) $995,833 (6) $1,087,500 (2) $1,512,636 (11) $1,253,063 (20) $1,165,444 (18) $1,078,867 (15) $1,051,286 (7)*
On the flat $835,833 (6) $958,571 (7) $994,167 (6) $782,000 (6) $882,333 (18) $813,875 (12) $1,074,250 (8) $708,571 (7)
All transactions $1,020,909 (11) $1,126,076 (17) $1,093,333 (9) $1,298,500 (18) $1,113,098 (43) $1,133,771 (35) $1,148,154 (26) $1,151,194 (18)

Percentage paid over valuation 17% 24% 27% 20% 20% 17% 21% 25%
(arithmetic avg.)

Percentage paid over valuation 15% 20% 31% 16% 18% 21% 23% 20%
($-weighted avg.)

Data is by newspaper reporting date, not notarial registration or sale agreement date. The dividing lines between the three geographic areas are the middles of The Boulevard and Sherbrooke St. All
data excludes parking lot, storage space and nominal-value transactions. All evaluation data is from the 2011 roll.

* Excludes $4.2-million transaction.

Real estate, on average

Dog takes itself for a
walk, obeys leash law
A contractor brought a dog to the

Public Security station January 6 after
finding it loose on Westmount Ave. near
Murray Park at about 10:33 am. The li-
censed German shepherd/aquita mix
was attached to its leash. About the same
time, the dog’s anxious owner flagged
down a patrol car in his search for the
dog. The two were soon reunited. It was
not reported how the dog had come to
be alone on the street.



Westmounter Arthur
Holden’s newest com-
edy Ars Poetica is playing
at Bain St. Michel from
Tuesday, January 17 to
Sunday, February 12. 
The play, written by

Holden and directed by
Guy Sprung, features
former Westmounter
Howard Rosenstein.
The story centres
around “a Montreal lit-
erary magazine where
chaos reigns and disas-
ter is never more than
an errant BlackBerry
click away.” It’s “a com-
edy about poetry, wire-
less communications
and the wayward im-
pulses of love.”

Holden and Rosenstein also played to-
gether in the The Daily Miracle, which was
performed in February of 2010. (See
“Westmounters take the stage,” January
26, p. 6).
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Comin’ Up
Wednesday, January 18

• Westmount Municipal Association
(WMA) monthly general meeting, 7 pm
in the Westmount Room of the West-
mount Public Library. Councillor Tim
Price will answer questions about West-
mount’s finances.
• The Rotary Club of Westmount’s speaker
Frederick Lessmann, a Rotary ambassado-
rial scholar, presents at 1 pm at Victoria
Hall. 12 noon preamble, 12:30 pm lunch.
Cost: $20 lunch and presentation. RSVP:

514.935.3344 by the Friday before.
• “Cooking up a Culture of Influence” with
Nathalie Cooke. Lunch at 12 pm at the At-
water Club, 3505 Atwater Ave. Cost
$30.76. Reserve: The University Women’s
Club of Montreal, 514.932.3922.
• “Colour to the Rescue” with Aurélien
Guillory, 2 pm at the Westmount Public
Library. Register at the circulation desk or
call 514.989.5299.

Thursday, January 19

• Centre Greene’s annual general meeting,
7 pm at 1090 Greene Ave. Centre Greene
is a not-for-profit community centre that
provides social, cultural and recreational
services. Info: www.centregreene.org.
• Blù Bambù, a double reed ensemble,
with musicians Cynthia Viel, Caroline Pla-
mondon and Christian Navratil, perform
classical and jazz works, 12:30 pm at the
Atwater Library. Free. 

Tuesday, January 24

Public information session on the MUHC
Glen site, 7 pm to 9 pm at Crowley Arts
Center, 5325 Crowley Ave.

Saturday, January 28

Benefit concert by The Yellow Door Choir
for The Auxiliary of the Montreal General
Hospital, 8 pm at Mountainside Church,
organized by Westmounters Michael
Cooper and Yvonne Mass. Tickets: $20.
Purchas at the Montreal General’s book
nook, the 6th floor hospitality corner or by
phoning 514.934.1934, ext 1934. 

Monday, January 30

The Cummings Centre presents A Matter
of Size, featuring four overweight friends
in Israel fed up with dieting. 7 pm at Tem-
ple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom. Cost: $10
members, $15 non-members. Info:
514.342.1234,  ext. 7201.

DESIGNS
FUTUREfor

the

3-HOUR ENRICHMENT ACTIVITY

For ages 8 - 13 
Sunday at 9 to 12 

For more information call
514-989-9091

Instructor
Heather Black
at Inspira Crea

4455 Sherbrooke

GoWestmount.ca
Our on line calendar has it all!

Concerts, exhibitions, launches, events,
public meetings, community links,

sports and hockey schedules

Arthur Holden

Howard Rosenstein

Holden’s new comedy
showcases the drama
of a literary magazine

Rinks suffer

plained. The boards were all up but the
rinks didn’t open until just before the new
year at Murray, Prince Albert and Devon
parks, as well as at Queen Elizabeth Gar-
dens, known also as Wood Ave. park.
The two unopened rinks were in

Stayner and Westmount parks.
At Stayner, until recently, the city was

unable to build up enough ice to cover the
low cement divider between the clay and
paved tennis courts over which the rink is
flooded.
At Westmount Park, a dearth of snow

has so far made it impossible to bank up
enough snow to contain the board-less
winding rink near the comfort stations.

continued from p. 1

Open garage leads
into house
Public safety officers called police to a

house on Victoria just north of The Boule-
vard at 1:20 am January 6 when unable to
alert residents to an open garage door.
Public Security officials said the garage
gave access to the house, which police
found to be in order. The door was closed
and a card left for residents.
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NO 
 JOINING 
 FEES

 ONE 
MONTH 
 FREE
 MEMBERSHIP

Westmount Y centre
4585 Sherbrooke St. W. (corner Arlington) 

514 931-8046

Details at ymcaquebec.org
Based on a 12-month fixed contract. Certain conditions apply.
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NDG SOCCER ASSOCIATION
2012 REGISTRATION

Sunday January 29, 2012 – 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday February 25, 2012 – 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday March 17, 2012 – 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sunday March 25, 2012 – 2-7 p.m.
WHERE: Le Manoir Gym, 5319 Notre-Dame-de-Grace Ave (corner of NDG Avenue & Decarie Blvd).
PLAYER PHOTOS
– NEW PLAYERS – you must come to registration to have your photo taken.
– RETURNING 2011 PLAYERS – NDG Soccer will send you an email in January 2012
IF YOU NEED a new photo.

– RETURNING PLAYERS FROM OTHER YEARS – If you last played with NDG
Soccer in 2010, 2009 or earlier, you MUST come to registration to have your photo taken.

NDG Soccer Association cannot process the registration of any player who needs a player photo taken
and is not at the registration in-person.
NDG Soccer Association also requires copies of every player’s medicare card and a 2012 proof
of residence (Bell, Videotron or Hydro bill) with the player’s
family name on it.
NDG Soccer Association welcomes players from outside of the
CDN/NDG Borough. Ours is a full summer league from June to
September and we have children from Westmount, Cote St. Luc,
Hampstead, Montreal West, Lasalle and Verdun playing on our
recreational and competitive teams. SOCCER IS FUN IN NDG.
Come and join our expanding leagues!
COME AND PLAY THE BIGGEST GAME IN THE WORLD
WITH THE NDG SOCCER ASSOCIATION!

DATES D’INSCRIPTION DE L’ASSOCIATION DE
SOCCER DE NDG POUR LA SAISON D’ÉTÉ 2012

Dimanche le 29 janvier 2012 – 10h-15h
Samedi le 25 février 2012 – 10h-15h
Samedi le 17 mars 2012 – 10h-15h
Dimanche le 25 mars 2012 – 14h-19h
OÙ : le gymnase du Manoir, 5319, avenue Notre-Dame-de-Grace Ave (intersection du boul. Décarie).
PHOTOS DES JOUEURS
– NOUVEAUX JOUEURS – Vous devez venir à l’inscription d’avoir votre photo prise.
– JOUEURS DE 2011 – L’ASNDG vous enverra un courriel en janvier 2012 pour vous aviser si vous
devez vous présenter à l’inscription pour qu’on prenne une nouvelle photo.

– JOUEURS INSCRITS AVANT 2011 – Si vous avez joué au soccer à NDG avant 2011,
vous DEVEZ vous présenter à l’inscription pour qu’on prenne votre photo.

L’ASNDG ne pourra pas finaliser l’inscription de joueurs qui doivent avoir une photo mais qui ne se
présentent pas lors de l’inscription.
L’ASNSG aura aussi besoin d’une copie de la carte d’assurance maladie du joueur et d’une preuve

de résidence de 2012 (facture de Bell, Vidéotron, Hydro-Québec, etc.)
portant le nom de famille du joueur. 
L’Association de soccer de NDG est ouverte aux joueurs qui ne résident pas dans
l’arrondissement de CDN/NDG. Notre saison d’été a lieu du mois de juin au mois de
septembre et nous avons des joueurs provenant de Westmount, Côte St. Luc,
Hampstead, Montréal Ouest, Lasalle et Verdun qui évoluent au sein de nos équipes
récréatives et compétitives. ON A BEAUCOUP DE PLAISIR AU SOCCER À NDG.
Joignez-vous à nos ligues en pleine expansion!

VENEZ JOUER AU SPORT LE PLUS POPULAIRE AU MODE
AVEC L’ASSOCIATION DE SOCCER DE NDG!514-488-7784 – www.ndgsa.com

Public safety officers now equipped 
with defibrillators

Two defibrillators, a first for the Public Security Unit, went into service December 19 in patrol cars that
will be on the road 24/7. The model, shown here by Sgt. Jennifer Chabot and assistant director Greg
McBain, was chosen for its compatibility with that used by Urgences Santé. Five new first aid kits also
replaced older ones in all patrol vehicles. Officers will also be undergoing recertification in CPR and first
aid training in February, McBain said. Photo: Laureen Sweeney
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Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

�� �

Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your
hidden treasures into ready
cash. International buyer
wants to purchase your an-
tiques, paintings, china, crys-
tal, gold, silverware, jewellery,
rare books, sports, movies,
postcards, coins, stamps,
records. 514-501-9072.

Business
Opportunities

FREE. FREE VENDING MA-
CHINES. Create your own
CASH INCOME. Up to
$100,000.00 + per year. Pro-
tected Territories going fast.
For full details CALL NOW 1-
866-668-6629. WEBSITE:
WWW.TCVEND.COM.

Career
Opportunities

M.I.C.s GROUP of Health
Services, Matheson-Iroquois
Falls-Cochrane. (View job ad
at www.micsgroup.com.) Fax:
705-258-2645. resumes@mic-
sgroup.com. DIETITIAN (Full-
time position). This position

will be based at Bingham Me-
morial Hospital (Matheson,
ON), and will provide Clinical
Nutrition services and Dia-
betes Program and long-term
care services. Must hold a
Bachelor Degree in Dietetics,
have successfully completed
an accredited internship pro-
gram and be eligible for mem-
bership in the College of Di-
etitians of Ontario. Excellent
salary, employee benefits,
travelling compensation
package and a signing bonus
is available.

M.I.C.s GROUP of Health
Services (View job ad at
www.micsgroup.com.) Fax:
705-258-2645. resumes@mic-
sgroup.com. Pharmacist: Per-
manent Full Time ($120,000-
$150,000+Benefits) The
Pharmacist direct clinical
support for three Hospital
sites within MICs. Qualifica-
tions: Degree in Pharmacy
(BScPhm, PharmD). Licensed
with the Ontario College of
Pharmacy. Recent/current

acute care/hospital pharmacy
experience.

Companions

Ready to make changes in
your life? We can help. Misty
River Introductions is Que-
bec’s largest matchmaking
service with clients of every
age and walk of life. (514) 879-
0573 or www.mistyriverin-
tros.com.

Financial Services

$$500 loan $$Simple, Fast, Ef-
fective. By phone and direct
deposit, answer within an
hour. Requirements: steady
job (4 months) and paid by di-
rect deposit. Credit Yamaska
1-877-534-1999.

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS?
Drowning in debt! Stop the
harassment. Bankruptcy
might not be the answer. To-
gether let’s find a solution –
Free Consultation. Bill Hafner
– Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-
983-8700.

MoneyProvider.com. $500
Loan and +. No Credit Re-
fused. Fast, Easy, 100% Se-
cure. 1-877-776-1660.

For Sale

DISCONNECTED PHONE? Na-
tional Teleconnect Home
Phone Service. No one re-
fused! Low monthly rate! Call-
ing features and unlimited
long distance available. Call
National Teleconnect today!
1-866-443-4408. www.nation-
alteleconnect.com.

QCNA (Quebec Community
Newspapers Association)
can place your classified ad
into 24 weekly papers
throughout Quebec – papers
just like the one you are read-
ing right now! One phone call
does it all! Call Marnie at
QCNA 514-453-6300. Visit:
www.qcna.org.

#1 high speed internet
$28.95/month. Absolutely no
ports are blocked. Unlimited
downloading. Up to 5Mps
download and 800Kbps up-

load. Order today at
www.acanac.ca or call toll
free 1-866-281-3538.

SAWMILLS from only $3997 –
MAKE MONEY & SAVE
MONEY with your own band-
mill – cut lumber any dimen-
sion. In stock ready to ship.
Free info & DVD: www.Nor-
woodSawmills.com/400OT. 1-
800-566-6899 ext:400OT.

STEEL BUILDINGS FOR ALL
USES! Beat the 2012 steel in-
crease. Make an offer on sell-
off models at factory and save
thousands now! Call for free
brochure – 1-800-668-5111
ext. 170.

HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best
Price, Best Quality. All Shapes
& Colours Available. Call 1-
866-652-6837. www.thecover-
guy.ca.

Fast Relief the First Night!!
Restless Legg Syndrome and
leg cramps gone. Sleep
soundly, safe with medication,
proven results. www.all-
calm.com 1-800-765-8660.

Quebec classifieds

Need a bag? Like the Indie?
Want to help a charity?
Available at:
Tony’s (1346 Greene Ave.)
for the Queen Elizabeth Health Centre
Sharyn Scott on Consignment
(4925 Sherbrooke St. W.)
for the St. Michael’s Mission.

All of the $3 price goes to the charity in question.

Alan Selby, Ph.D.
Mathematics Tutor for

struggling to gifted
514-949-9447

 

Préposé(e)s aux bénéficiaires
NOVA Montréal

Un organisme sans but lucrative
Besoin immédiate: Des préposé(e)s
aux bénéficiaires formées, bilingues,
pour offrir des soins personnels à

domicile, aux adultes et aux enfants.
Requires ASAP: Trained, bilingual
nursing aides to provide in-home

personal care services to adults and
children in various programs.

Envoyez votre CV au / Send your CV to:
NOVAMontréal, 310 Victoria, suite 403,

Westmount, Qc. H3Z 2M9
Tel: 514-866-6801. Fax: 514-866-4902
Courriel : info@novamontreal.com

Help wanted

Tutoring

Police changes in 2012
is a team that often works under cover and
also provides the bike patrol.

Merchants visited over new $100 bill

In the late fall, he said, officers visited
merchants in the Victoria village and
Greene-St. Catherine district, to introduce
them to the new plasticized $100 bill and
provide crime prevention tips. A prototype
enabled them to feel the bill. Merchants
were left with a government pamphlet ex-
plaining the security factors, which in-
clude a transparent window.
While the traffic accident rate rose last

year throughout Quebec, pedestrian safety
has also become an island-wide priority for
Montreal police with many pedestrian ac-
cidents taking place over the past month,
he said. “And it’s usually the pedestrian at
fault, crossing on red lights and between
blocks.”
“In Westmount, I will be there to help

work with the Traffic Master Plan if they
ask me.” Station traffic officer Steven
Goldberg attends meetings of the city’s
Administrative Traffic Committee, he
pointed out.

New uniform coming

Police will also get a new look in 2012

with the introduction of a dark blue (blue-
black) uniform shirt replacing the current
pale blue one. There will also be a new
cap.

Renovation uncertain

Plourde said he’s also crossing his fin-
gers that long-requested renovations at
station 12 will come through later this year
despite budget cuts. The station needs a
conference room, in particular, he said.
The previous one had to be converted

into office space to accommodate person-
nel transferred back to the station from re-
gional headquarters. These include the
detective, youth officer and traffic officer,
as well as space needed for the MAP team
and community relations officers.
“Until then, we’ll have to keep using

the Public Security’s conference room up-
stairs,” he said.

Buying

$ Pay Top Cash for fine silver, costume jewellery
and antiques. 514.369.5721 or 514.250.5721.

Name change

Please note that Cassi-Anne Brunner in the ca-
pacity of Cassi-Anne Brunner whose home ad-
dress is 5352 Bessborough Ave, Montreal, QC H4V
2S6 will be submitting to the Registrar of Civil Sta-
tus an application to change the name of Xander
Cohen Brunner to Xander David Cohen Covone.

Westmount classified

continued from p. 7

Electronic Independents
available

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!

Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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By Pascale Delhaye, guest columnist

Dreams, we all have them. Mine was to
see the polar bear. 
This past November, I flew out of Mon-

treal to Winnipeg, then on to Churchill,
Manitoba, in a small plane for a six-day ex-
cursion.

Flying north to the tiny community of
Churchill, which borders Hudson Bay,
gave me a profound perspective of the
journey I was about to embark on. The
vast tundra and its palpable frigid temper-
atures offer a deep appreciation of what
polar bears are equipped for. Stepping
onto the tarmac of Churchill airport as the
wind slaps you in the face for the very first
time, I asked myself “did I pack enough
warm clothes?”
Fortunately I had, and had also in-

cluded three cameras. Being an avid ama-
teur photographer, I was ready to capture
it all.
Simply walking in Churchill makes you

aware of the ominous presence of polar
bears, who roam into town on occasion.
You are constantly on the alert and look-
ing over your shoulder, and must only
walk in lit areas. Residents keep their
doors unlocked in case you have to run in.
Our first morning, we travelled in a

Tundra Buggy, which is an all-terrain ve-

hicle with six-foot wheels to protect it from
curious polar bears who frequently stand
up next to it. The anticipation of the prox-
imity of the polar bear was exhilarating.
Within 10 minutes out on the tundra, a

polar bear was spotted. Honestly, none of
us was prepared for what we saw. After
months of research for this great adven-
ture, half of us had not yet finished put-
ting on our tuques or removed our camera
lens caps. Nowhere in the tour brochures
was there mention of the emotions that
would be unleashed at our first polar bear
sighting.
Ursus maritimus, the largest Arctic

predator, and first on the food chain, stood

before us. We were frozen, not from the
cold, but from emotion. This is what I had
come to see.
For the next seven hours, we had the

privilege of polar bear entertainment.
These are not only vicious and dangerous
mammals, but also playful and humorous
characters. Often, the only sound heard
was the cold, piercing wind and the click-
ing of cameras at this red-carpet-like event. 
The crunching of massive paws on the

tundra snow, and low guttural grunts
could also be heard. At one point, stand-
ing on the open-deck of the buggy, I put
my camera down to stare directly into the
eyes of nanuk (Inuktitut for polar bear)
four feet away. I remember thinking that I
had never felt more Canadian.
We were lucky to have seen more than

30 bears that first day, with six of these ma-
jestic 8- to 12-foot, 700- to 1,500-pound

wonders of Mother Nature having come
right up to us, only feet away. There was
much more to come in the days ahead.
My experience in Churchill surpassed

my expectations – in the polar bears I saw,
and in the people I met, now life-long
friends.
Polar bears have recently become a

“species of concern.” Please, let us all be
aware.
Dreams are only the beginning, and

often life-changing. The reality? I will re-
turn to Churchill.
To view some photos, please visit

“Funny Bears of Churchill” at
http://tmrn.us/e1dw and “Polar Bears of
Churchill” at http://tmrn.us/e1bB.

Pascale Delhaye is a Westmount resident,
an avid amateur photographer and 

lover of polar bears. 

Westmounter Pascale Delhaye stands ready to board a Tundra Buggy during her recent polar bear-
viewing adventure in Churchill, Manitoba.

WOOD FINISHING

Antiques, Kitchen Cabinets,
Dining Room/Bedroom sets

FREE ESTIMATE

Professional
Craftsman

TOUCH-UP
SERVICE
ON SITE

Henry
Cornblit

514.369.0295

Stripping & Staining Mount Royal
Roofing

All types of roofs
and brickwork

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.
Serving Westmount for 50 years

�� �

 

One of more than 1,000 photos Pascale Delhaye took during her recent trip to Churchill, Manitoba.

A personal adventure

Polar bear dream becomes reality
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Among recent reading and audio-visual
material at the Westmount Public Library
singled out by staff are:

Magazines
“The Gingrich Gestalt: you take a dubi-

ous record, you take some wacky ideas,
you take a narcissistic personality….” by
Mark Steyn in The National Review, De-
cember 31, 2011, p. 26.
“Romney’s Business: the Republican

contender touts his business experience –
but does it really matter?” by Megan McAr-
dle in The Atlantic, December 2011, p. 38.
“Les Nouveaux habits du PLC : L’une

des formations politiques les plus impor-
tantes d’Occident depuis un siècle est en
panne sèche. Notre journaliste est allé voir
comment le Parti libéral du Canada
cherche à rebondir” by Alec Castonguay in
L’Actualité, Fevrier 2012, p. 40.

Adult English – empires
Empire: What Ruling the World Did to

the British by Jeremy Paxman – The author
brings brilliantly to life the tragedy and
comedy of the influence of the British em-
pire, and reveals its profound and lasting
effect on its people and nation.
The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V,

and the Creation of America by Hugh
Thomas – From a master chronicler of
Spanish history comes a magnificent work
about the pivotal years from 1522 to 1566,
when Spain was the greatest European
power.

Adult French – What does Quebec want?
De quoi le Québec a-t-il besoin? : frag-

ments d’un dialogue essentiel by Marie-
France Bazzo et al – TV and radio
animator Bazzo and her collaborators have
penned this essay, which expands on a
question that she typically asks in her talk
shows: what does Quebec need? They
have interviewed a number of personali-
ties, who present their diagnostic of Que-

bec’s situation and talk about their hopes
for the future.
Pour en finir avec le gouvernemaman by

Joanne Marcotte – This is one of the recent
offerings on Quebec politics from a right-
wing perspective. According to Marcotte,
the political discourse has invited us to
abandon ourselves to a take-charge, kindly
form of government. Citizens should re-
gain their freedom and reclaim their re-
sponsibilities.

DVDs
Cave of Forgotten Dreams –Overcoming

considerable challenges, Herzog captures
the majesty of the Chauvet Cave in south-
ern France, where the world’s oldest cave
paintings have been discovered. With hu-
morous and engaging narration, Herzog
reflects on the primal desire to communi-
cate with the world around us, evolution
and what it means to be human.
Page Eight – Johnny Worricker is a long-

serving MI5 officer. When his boss and
best friend dies suddenly, leaving behind
him an inexplicable file that threatens the
organization, Johnny is forced to walk out
of his job, and then out of his identity to
find the truth.

Non-fiction for children
Queen of the Falls by Chris Van Alls-

burg – At the turn of the 19th century,
Annie Edson Taylor, a 62-year-old retired
charm school instructor, decided that she
would be the first person to go over Niag-
ara Falls in a wooden barrel. Van Allsburg
brings this incredible story to life with his
signature illustrations.
Mes 10 premiers tableaux by Marie Sell-

ier – Children (and parents) are invited to
look through die-cuts to figure out which
famous painting is hidden on the follow-
ing page. A fun and interactive way for
children to learn about art.

Reference
Campbell biology
Salem health: infectious diseases & conditions
Le consommateur averti Montréal by Sandra
Phillips.

On the  shelves

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
25 Years experience

KITCHENS – BATHROOMS –
BASEMENTS – ADDITIONS

Emergency Repairs
Reliable; meticulous attention

to detail; Quality work
DKS Services

S. Diouri
514.993.0101

Liability Insurance Westmount references
RBQ licence 8354-3231-30 on request

Keys left in door
A public safety officer spotted keys in

a back door leading to two addresses on
St. Catherine at Blenheim Place January
7. Public Security officials said a tenant
was contacted and warned about the
need to be vigilant about home security.
No signs of forced entry were found at
either of the residences.
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Westmount’s Shaar Hashomayim syn-
agogue hosted the 26th gala of the Cana-
dian Technion Society (CTS) on November
17.
Event co-chairs were Eric Levy, there

with his wife Heather, and Marvin Ostin,
attending with his wife Lynda. 
The focus of the evening was support

of renewable energy research at Tech-
nion’s Grand Energy Program. Renewable
energy is also an important area at CTS,
so the gala honoured Westmounter
Stephan Ouaknine, CEO of Inerjys Ven-
tures, a clean energy fund focused on
wind, solar, and marine energy. 
Westmount resident Premier Jean

Charest was honorary speaker at the sold-
out event. 
Guests of note included Israeli consul

general Joel Lion and his wife Rivka;
Lawrence Bergman, MNA of D’Arcy-
McGee; and CTS national chair Doreen
Green with her husband Gerald. Also at-
tending were Westmounters Eric Maldoff,
Nancy and Harry Bloomfield, and the

Gameroff family: Pearl Sperber Gameroff,
David Gameroff and his wife Brenda
Rosenzwieg, and Simon Gameroff and his

wife Jordana Wax, as well as Evelyn and
Raphael Schachter, Sara
and Eugene Riesman, Na-

Renewable energy focus of Canadian Technion event
Social Notes 
from Westmount
and Beyond

Veronica Redgrave

Westmounters Morton Brownstein (left) and his wife Bernice (right), with granddaughter Julia
Brownstein and her husband Eric Ouaknine.

continued on p. 23
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Properties to love ... and live

www.mariesicotte.com

Marie
Sicotte

Real Estate Broker.

514.953.9808
mariesicotte@
videotron.ca

Jeannie
Moosz

Real Estate Broker

514.299.3307
jeanniemoosz@

gmail.com

This beautifully renovated semi-detached home is ready for move-in! The large
kitchen/dining room with wood beams and handsome cabinetry is perfect for

family gatherings and it opens to a lovely back garden. Currently configured as two
bedrooms, it can easily be converted back to three. Located in Victoria Village,

this is an unbeatable opportunity.

WESTMOUNT
57Windsor – $1,175,000

Open House on Sunday 2-4

talie and Philippe Telio, Susan Alper and
Charles Jacob, Bernice andMorty Brown-
stein, and Julia Brownstein and Eric Ouak-
nine (partner at Inerjys), one of the
hardworking organizers, as were Edie
Ouaknine and Anne Kalles, eastern re-
gional director, CTS.  

Elegant party-goers of the $225 event
enjoyed cocktails and dinner, and were
later entertained by Liel, a 22-year old Is-
raeli singer and peace activist. 
Kindly let us know about events for the

Indie’s spring social calendar by February 22.
Please send event information, date, place
and ticket to indiesocialnotes@-gmail.com.

Westmounter and honoree Stephan Ouaknine, Doreen Green (CTS national chair), Westmounter
Premier Jean Charest and Lawrence Bergman, MNA of D’Arcy-McGee.

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

.com

514-937-8383

Westmount Adj.
MLS 8529763 $1,275,000

SOLDBY MPI

continued from p. 22
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Stéphanie Dumoulin.com
COURTIER IMMOBILIER

à vendre                                     for sale

2000 Drummond #1703, Downtown
$1,899,900 or rent $8990/mo. – MLS 8618791

439 Grosvenor Avenue, Westmount
$558,000 – MLS 8631027 – SOLD

2903 Guy-Hoffman
$1,258,000 – MLS 8650210

3445 Drummond, Downtown
$630,000 – 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, balcony, gorgeous view

2225 de l’Équateur
$629,000 – MLS 8556424

13163 Cavendish Blvd.t
$588,000 – MLS 8646483

2900 Cote-Vertu Blvd.
$468,000 – MLS 8637293

1644 Alexis-Nihon Blvd.
$329,900 – MLS 8560813

323 rue des Alismas, Ste-Dorothée
$728,000 – MLS 8614578 – SOLD

groupe sutton
centre-ouest inc.
agence immobilière

C. 514.572.8944 | B. 514.933.5800
sdumoulin@sutton.com


