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Citizens make themselves heard on new noise by-law
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Two city council sessions slated for
Tuesday, April 6 will hear controversial re-
quests for building permits.

The evening will start at 7 pm with an
appeal of the demolition committee’s re-
fusal to allow destruction of a house at 20
Aberdeen Ave. to make way for a side gar-
den at the home to the north (see story
January 12, p. 1).

Also expected to be discussed, said
Mayor Peter Trent, is the request for a per-
mit to build a new house at 493 Lans-
downe Ave. attached to
a home to the north (see

Aberdeen, Lansdowne projects
on tap for April 6 city council

By Laureen Sweeney

A public information meeting to reduce
air conditioner noise turned into a sound-

ing board March 23 for complaints rang-
ing from late-night airplanes and barking
dogs to leaf blowers and annoying apart-
ment mechanical systems.

But several suggestions for further
tightening regulations for A/C units re-
ceived immediate support from Mayor
Peter Trent and Councillor Patrick Martin,
who represented the council, accompa-
nied by Urban Planning director Joanne
Poirier.

Citizens reacting to a new draft by-law
pressed for consistent sound measuring
by public safety officers that would accu-
rately reflect noise disruption, even going
as far as to request preventive action be-
fore the installation of a unit.

“It’s interesting to see the level of con-
cern there is regarding noise in general,”
the mayor said following the meeting.

He also said the success of the meeting

underlined the importance of holding sim-
ilar “informal” sessions to gain citizen
input in the future. Interestingly, of the 11
residents who participated, none had been
among a group of eight who had originally
asked for the meeting when the draft by-
law was introduced (see story, March 9, p.
1).

The proposed by-law aims to further
regulate the limitations on and installation
of air conditioning units and heat pumps,
targeting in particular low frequency
sound as well as oversized and defective
units.

It would also eliminate acquired rights
for all units installed before June 2010 and
come into force immediately upon adop-
tion.

Poirier told the Independent that owners
of all types of units found
to be non-conforming continued on p. 2

continued on p. 13

Summit’s Earth Hour brings out the hardy

Warm apple cider was served for free for those who
brought their own reusable mugs on March 27.
From left, volunteers Erin Markusckewsky, Kelsey
Simpson, Jeanne Fraser and Eve Aspinall, a
member of the Healthy City Project. Pierre Dubé,
director of Hydro Westmount, reported that an
energy drop of 1.6 megawatts occurred, an
approximate decrease of 3 percent.
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would be notified to modify or replace
them.

The city was taking a conservative ap-
proach in line with noise recommenda-
tions from Natural Resources Canada.

One citizen who was particularly
pleased with the changes was Roger Jay, a
sound engineer living “in a sandwich of
noise” from vibration of a food outlet ceil-
ing fan below him and the noise of “an im-
properly installed” rooftop compressor
immediately above. 

‘Irritating’ airplanes

The first of the concerns came from
Sheila Mason concerning the “irritating”
noise from small planes at night. She said
she had found out they followed a tourist
circuit around St. Joseph’s Oratory and
over her house at Melville and Sherbrooke. 

A resident of Olivier Ave. was next to
voice his annoyance with a “smoke stack”
operating from 9 am to midnight at a
restaurant on Greene Ave. “The noise is
incredible … it’s driving us nuts.” 

John Fretz of Lansdowne Ave. asked if
the council would proscribe the use of leaf
blowers in the spring, which he described
as a “sociopathic malaise” that created
dust and noise. A lot of people are now
freelancers working at home, he pointed
out.

Trent and Martin claimed leaf blowers
to be their pet peeves. The city, Trent ex-
plained, could “control” leaf blowers but
not outright ban them, though he wasn’t
“sure why we allow them in the spring.”

Muzzle the dogs

The next questioner asked that dogs
likely to bark be muzzled between 8 am
and 8 pm. They bark in the backyard, or
out on the street while being walked –
even on an apartment balcony at 2 am. 

All it takes is one isolated “woof” in the

middle of night to be disruptive, inter-
jected Dorothy Lipovenko, of York St., to a
ripple of agreement from others.

Christopher Mann of Grosvenor Ave.,
whose family has been bothered by a
neighbour’s rooftop A/C, challenged the
way noise readings are taken and asked if
Urban Planning ever got to see the raw
data from Public Security. He suggested
the city require acoustical boxes on units
placed on the ground, especially between
houses and in areas where there was a
good chance they would vibrate.

Councillor Martin asked how residents
could get to see Public Security reports
and was told they could go through access-
to-information channels. “Why should
they have to do that?” countered the
mayor. He later said he would look into it.

A lengthy discussion generated by
Mann and Upper Roslyn resident Louis
Caouette followed concerning where in a
room sound level reading should be taken.

Patrice Choquette, of Decibel Consult-
ants, hired by the city to assist, explained
that readings should be an average of
those taken at three places in the middle
of a room (typically the bedroom).

“Why not at the window?” Martin asked
him. “At a window, of course, you’d hear a
lot of noise,” Choquette replied.

“What’s wrong with that?” followed a
chorus of replies. “It makes a lot of sense,”
Trent stated. 

Tony Mann thanked the city for its ef-
forts to reduce air conditioning noise, say-
ing, “I don’t want other residents to live
through the same two years” as his family
had. “Think seriously about prior ap-
proval,” he stated.

“You mean you want an expert,” to pro-
vide a letter attesting to the noise levels of
a unit? Poirier asked. 

“Effectively, yes,” he said. Indeed, con-
cluded the mayor, “the burden of proof
should be put on the person wanting to in-
stall the unit.”
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Noise: no vested rights
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Processing Issues Can Be Mislabeled as ADD 
 

Does it seem like your child is easily distracted? Before 
you label your child as having ADD, consider that a disor-

many of the same symptoms:

     environment such as the classroom

the hearing of sounds, and the understanding of them. When a child can hear 

can lead to unnecessary medication of the child. 

attention to the sound of the cough or pencil, instead of the teacher. 
 
Oxford Learning can help students with CAPD learn how to monitor their 
environment and actually learn how to focus in noisy surroundings. Like so many 
other school skills, paying attention is a skill that can be learned.  With focus skills 
in place, grades improve!

For more information about programs that can help your child learn to pay 
attention, contact Marie-Eve Senecal at Oxford Learning Montreal NDG. 
514-481-4441; montreal.ndg@oxfordlearning.com
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Happy
Easter

City council gave the green light to
major building projects at two Category I
houses during its mid-month public ses-
sion March 22. At the same time, it was
announced that any similar requests for
additions and significant changes would
be considered in future at main council
sessions, typically the first Monday of the
month.

The two projects approved – both with
little discussion – involved a two-storey ad-
dition at the rear of 729 Upper Lansdowne
Ave. as well as number of items at 38
Belvedere Rd. These include a new roof,
new garage, two new dormers, changes to
a bay window and terrace, and landscap-
ing.

A total of 23 other permits for windows,
doors and other work were also allowed to
proceed as recommended by the city’s
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC).
Among them was a peace garden at Daw-
son College at the corner of Sherbrooke
and Wood.

Council okays two
major building
projects, Dawson
peace garden
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Galerie M, 8160 Devonshire Road
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Luxury CONSIGNMENT Showroom
Antique... Modern... Vintage... Art Deco... Contemporary
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Specializing in NEW & PRE-OWNED home furnishings, tableware, decorative
accessories, giftware & lighting from Montreal’s Finest Homes, High-End samples,

overstock & discontinued products from some of the World’s most exclusive showrooms.

Community volunteers and new residents were honoured March 24 at a reception at Victoria Hall to
open the city’s Spring Flower Show. Among the newcomers who had an opportunity to meet the city’s
director general Duncan Campbell (left) were Maria Ramiriz and Scott Renwick with their son, Owen.

Welcoming new residents

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:

office@westmountindependent.com.

By Laureen Sweeney

Westmount residents will have a choice
this year between two farmers who will
provide baskets of fresh organic produce
weekly to those registered with them in a
program facilitated by the Healthy City
Project.

Both farms – Arlington Gardens and
Ferme Mange-Tout – are located in the
Eastern Townships and are certified or-
ganic. They belong to Équiterre, a non-
profit environmental organization
promoting community supported agricul-
ture (CSA).

Last year’s launch with Ferme Mange-
Tout proved so successful that “we’re hop-
ing to double enrollment this year,” said
Joshua Wolfe, the city’s sustainable devel-
opment coordinator.

“To make it as convenient as possible,
arrangements have been made with the
two farmers to deliver their produce at dif-
ferent drop-off points and on different
days. They have also agreed to have some-
one from each farm to answer questions
on site and enable people to have a con-
nection with the farmer.”

Ferme Mange-Tout (www.ferme-
mangetout.ca) will deliver on Wednesday

afternoons for pick-up between 4 and 6:30
pm at the Westmount Athletic Grounds
(WAG) on Hillside Ave. near Hillside
Lane. Operated by Dave Merson, it is lo-
cated in Cookshire-Eaton.

Arlington Gardens (www.arlingtongar-
dens.ca) is set to deliver to the Westmount
arena on Thursdays for members to col-
lect between 5:30 and 7 pm. Located in
Stanbridge East, it is owned by former
Westmounter Nasser Boumenna.

CSA is a partnership between farmers
and members of the community who reg-
ister and pay to receive food throughout
the growing season – some 16 to 18 weeks.
In return, this enables the farmers to plan
cash flow, purchase equipment and sup-
plies as required, and reduce their risk.

“Being able to eat fresh produce and
knowing where your food comes from is
not only healthy but adds security to the
food chain,” Wolfe explained. It also helps
the regional economy and reduces trans-
portation costs, both sustainability meas-
ures. Residents interested in participating
are encouraged to sign up with the farm
of their choice as soon as possible since
registration is limited to a first-come, first-
served basis. This can be done on their
websites.

Two farms signing up members
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Letters to the Editor
Asking for too much

Peter Naylor should be careful of what
he asks for. In his letter “All potential
users of arena should speak up” (March
16, p. 4), he challenges Westmount citi-
zens to state their desires with respect to
the arena/pool project. Hockey, short
track, figure skating (male or female), fam-
ily skating, are all on his list.

Mr. Naylor, you may end up with a
needs assessment that translates into
three full-size arenas. What then? Will you
become one of the naysayers because you
support the construction of only two full-
size rinks? It is totally unfair for you to crit-
icize as “naysayers” Westmounters who
support a new one and a half rink arena,
available year round, with a new outdoor
pool for only, let’s say, $20 million.

I would suggest that we are the rational
ones and you are part of a group that just
doesn’t know when to say “no”!

Westmount is not obliged to satisfy
every need. It must do its best within the
framework of what is affordable. It must
also consider demographic trends that in-
dicate dramatic changes in age distribu-
tion over the next decades.

Your contention that the arena will pro-
vide “inexpensive winter exercise” is ludi-
crous. It would be difficult to imagine a
more expensive vehicle to provide exercise
on a cost-per-person basis than this
planned arena, even one with a modest

configuration that I would support.
One hopes that council will agree that

Westmount deserves a new, modern
arena/pool facility, but one as envisaged by
the “NaySayErs”… one that only costs be-
tween $20 million and $25 million.

David Schachter, St. Catherine St.

Crack down on cyclists,
not pedestrians

In reference to “Traffic focus doubles
ticket count” (March 16, p. 7) about the
fact that police are undertaking a pedes-
trian safety campaign and in particular are
cracking down on diagonal intersection
walking, I fail to see why this is an issue.
Yes, there may be old legislation that
needs changing, but do the pedestrians
who cross diagonally put their lives or any-
one else’s in danger at an intersection that
is protected in both directions? No. 

So why is this practice such an anath-
ema to the police, particularly when they
do not station a single officer on the bike
path to catch all the cyclists who blithely
sail through the stop signs. This is dan-
gerous, particularly in the area where I
cross near the arena and in the park.
When I suggested last year to our city
councillors that the cyclists should be
fined, I was told that the police were crack-
ing down on motorists and that next year
they would take on the cyclists.

With the limited number of police we

have, I assume two issues at once would
be too much to expect. Well, we are now
in “next year,” and it appears that the po-
lice have decided to take on the pedestri-
ans who are not threatening anyone. 

I suggest that [Station 12 commander]
Stéphane Plourde turn his attention to the
racing cyclists that endanger us all and
leave the diagonal crossers alone.

Marjorie Gawley, St. Catherine St.

Dancing through 
the intersections

I would like to congratulate the city of
Westmount for introducing the “Barnes
Dance” at some of our crossroads. This is
a street-crossing system that stops all traf-
fic and allows pedestrians to cross inter-
sections at the same time. The system was

first used in the 1940s in Kansas City and
Vancouver.

Henry Barnes was an American traffic
engineer who came to New York in 1962
as traffic commissioner and was responsi-
ble for many new ideas, such as allowing
pedestrians to control the traffic lights by
semi-activated buttons at crossings. 

He endorsed the use of seat belts and
brought in parking meters. He didn’t in-
vent the Barnes Dance, but promoted its
use. The name was given by a city hall re-
porter, John Buchanan who wrote “Barnes
is making people so happy that they are
dancing in the streets.”

As a driver and a pedestrian, I continu-
ally notice how efficient and safe the
Barnes crossings are and advocate their
use wherever possible.

Maggie Shaddick, Clarke Ave.

There are good days and bad days in the
local newspaper business. For a glance at
what a portion of a bad day looks like, please
read the email that I received on March 25. It
is minimally edited to preserve its original
tone. Many questions and rebuttal points leap
to mind, including: Is this a real Westmount
anglophone (as he identifies himself) or an
agent provocateur? More prosaically, if our
newspaper is so “crappy,” why does the writer
want it available to more people via transla-
tion? Etc.

– David Price, Publisher
Good morning sir,
I was shocked to see in my morning

newspaper that a newspaper like yours
was making false propaganda about Eng-
lish and French representation in West-
mount. Since I live there myself, I can tell
you that you got it all wrong.

Neither French nor English newspa-
pers should be distributed in SAQ or any
other commercial stores. They all have a
vocation already and it’s not to promote
crappy newspapers like yours.

The fact is, they are doing it because
customers enjoy it. If 24 heures and you
guys are too ignorant to speak both lan-
guages, then neither of you should be dis-
tributed in governmental establishments.

The fact is that Québec is a multicul-
tural province and you should, as a matter
of respect, provide services (including free
newspapers) in both languages. I really
think you got it all wrong and next time I
see a pile of 24 heures or the Westmount In-

dependent, I will gladly throw all of them
in the garbage where they belong, because
all you are doing, guys, is feeding a fire
that destroys relations between francoph-
one and anglophone.

We are all brothers, my friend, from the
same province, from the same country. I
think this debate you started is only serv-
ing your cause. You’re not working to pro-
mote the use of English in Westmount:
you’re just manipulating people to get at-
tention for what you call your newspaper.
Since you’ve already got a lot of racist peo-
ple thinking English newspapers should
be king in Westmount, I will militate for a
bilingual option, the right option and the
only one for a multicultural province.

People like you feed on those kind of
crappy stories that you make. You should
be ashamed to give francophones such a
bad reputation and making us, the anglo-
phones, appear intolerant, when in fact
the only problem is that you’re not mak-
ing enough money with your small news-
paper to give a good translation in French
of your articles.

You will find my group on Facebook in
the store where you distribute your news-
paper and I will make sure that in three or
four years everybody will have forgotten
about that mistake you call a newspaper.

You have made a huge mistake making
enemies and false facts like you did.

I only hope that it’s not going to affect
innocent people working for you.

Christopher Champs

From the Pub 

Reader: ‘You have made a huge mistake
making enemies and false facts’
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Despite Jacques Gagnon’s high-profile
role as deputy speaker of the provincial
legislature and its limitations on his polit-
ical activities, Westmount’s MNA still
deals with constituency needs, as he
showed when negotiating alongside for-
mer Mayor Karin Marks for the $20-mil-
lion arena/pool grant.

Such a sizeable grant is probably a
once-in-a-lifetime event, but life goes on.
“I did the best I could,” he reflected, “and
now it’s up to Mayor Peter Trent and the
new council to make their decision.” (We
are now promised their proposals next
week.)

What is on Chagnon’s constituency
agenda these days? I got an update last
week as he drove the long commute from
his Boucherville home to work in Quebec
City. It’s a routine journey, but this one
was made complicated when heavy rain
suddenly changed to a snow storm.

“They are expecting between six inches
and a foot in Quebec City,” Chagnon re-
ported from the road. But he had to press
on. “I have to chair the assembly this af-
ternoon,” he continued. As we spoke, the
conditions worsened. Two trucks were off
the road at one point, then two cars plus a
police car with lights flashing were stalled
in the autoroute’s centre lane!

This seemed the tougher side to being
an MNA, in contrast to the applause for
speeches or nice lunches in the parlia-
mentary restaurant.

He made it safely and in the afternoon
I watched him on cable TV as he con-
ducted the assembly through its business.

But what of the issues in his West-
mount-St. Louis riding, which embraces
much of downtown, including the hospi-

tals and universities? “Frankly, I’m in a
rush to see both university superhospitals
move forward.” He was referring to the
oft-delayed McGill University Health Cen-
tre (MUHC) and the University of Mon-
treal’s Centre hospitalier universitaire de
Montréal (CHUM).

He has also become involved in the fu-
ture of the Montreal Neurological Hospi-
tal. “Most of the people want to stay where
they are,” he pointed out. “Failing that,
they would rather go to the General. But
the Royal Vic wants the Neuro on the Glen
Yards site. Whichever way is chosen will
cost nearly $400 million, and I think there
are better things to do with the money,”
the MNA added.

“The Neuro people are right. It would
not be very wise to move them. There has
been a lot of modernization of their build-
ing on University St. We should be devel-
oping the hospital’s specialty along the
lines of the Heart Institute. Ontario has
decided to do this, and we are already
doing it. We shouldn’t give it up.”

Rail project’s big bucks

Chagnon had more positive news on
the proposed fast train to the airport. “I ex-
pect there will be a decision before the
summer,” he stated. “It will be for the CP
tracks through Westmount – it’s quicker
and cheaper!”

Big Montreal wanted another route so
“Ville LaSalle could be served. That would
be fine if they were paying, but they want
the Quebec government to pay – so it will
be our decision. In any case, it means big
bucks.”

Then, remembering the history of the
fast airport train, he promised “not to
jump off a bridge” if his forecast turns out
to be wrong!

We were talking before last week’s In-
dependent was on the streets with my col-
umn about the idea of running streetcars
on the CP line. He was not immediately
enthusiastic. The station is already built at
the airport,” he reminded me. “What we

Chagnon supports Neuro, CP airport line, revised Turcot plan
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need now is the fast train from down-
town.”

On the allied subject of the Turcot re-
build, the MNA also holds strong views.
“There won’t be any early decision,” he
said. “After the views expressed at the pub-
lic hearing, the Transport ministry has to
come up with a new design that listens to
the objections and finds space for public
transportation.

“My suggestion to the engineers is to
go and look at what we did with the old in-
tersection of Pine and Park avenues in
Montreal. That’s a huge success. Now it’s
much more user-friendly and you can see
the mountain. The scale is quite different,
of course, but the idea is worth consider-
ing.”

Representing Quebec

Chagnon’s third job is to represent
Quebec on the Parliamentary Confedera-
tion of the Americas (COPA), of which he
is also vice president. However, Premier
Jean Charest stopped Chagnon from at-
tending a January meeting in Caracas after
the Venezuelan currency was suddenly de-
valued.

Nevertheless, he will be part of COPA
meetings in Brazil and Mexico this sum-
mer. He has become functional in Span-
ish since his appointment as the Quebec

delegate a few years ago, and has been
chosen to succeed to the presidency next
fall.

Chagnon will continue his assembly ac-
tivities. “All parties are pleased to have one
of their own in the job and support my
COPA work, “Chagnon added.
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This speed-bump sign on York St. was vandalized
early in the week of March 22 and photographed
around noon March 24. It was removed by 4 pm.

In Plain View

Racial grafitti
on York

Tipline

$1,000 donated for crime-fighting fund
An anonymous resident interested in

“retaining Westmount as an exemplary
and safe community” has established a
fund for being vigilant and deterring or
solving crimes. The donor has committed
a seed amount of $1,000 to be deposited
with the Westmount Independent. He is
“hopeful that other residents and business
owners will follow.”

“Westmount is one of the safest cities,
but we still have unacceptable levels of

crime. The police cannot work in a vac-
uum – they must get more cooperation
from all of us. We must get involved,”
stated the benefactor.

Tipsters have the option of being rec-
ognized or remaining anonymous.

Rewards of $250 will be awarded for
tips regarding crime, mischief or intended
crimes in Westmount that lead to arrests,
until the fund is exhausted. Please contact
the Independent with your information.

In future instalments of Tipline, we will
run any reward-for-information notices being
offered by residents, whether as part of the
fund mentioned above or directly.

If you have a photograph or incident of
NEW graffiti, vandalism or similar crimes for
In Plain View, please write to indie@west-
mountindependent.com or call
514.223.3578. If you provide the photo,
please remember to provide the date of it and
any information that may date the offence. 

Best Wishes
from Marc Garneau
Member of Parliament – Westmount-Ville-Marie

Best Wishes for a
Happy and Healthy
Passover and Easter

Meilleurs Vœux
pour une
Joyeuse Fête
de Pesach et Pâques

4060 Ste-Catherine Ouest
Bureau 340
Montréal, QC, H3Z 2Z3
Garneau.M@parl.gc.ca

Westmounter Phil Cutler won a seat
on the McGill University senate for 2010-
11 on March 11. The 21-year-old, who
came within 42 votes of winning District
2’s seat on Westmount city council in
November, beat one other candidate to
become a senator – with 70 percent of
the vote. Cutler is scheduled to graduate
in 2012 with B. Ed. elementary educa-
tion.

He told the Independent that “My pri-
mary goal is to make sure that the edu-
cation undergrads are represented by
someone who is involved in the faculty. It
has been four years since an Education
undergrad had a vote on senate. I also
want to use my environmental back-
ground to help improve campus sustain-
ability.” The first official meeting for the
new senator is in September.

Senator Cutler
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A greener and pedestrian-friendly
Greene Ave. appeared to be what most
people wanted in the redesign of the
street. This was the message taken home
from a public consultation meeting March
16 by city Urban Planning commissioner
Cynthua Lulham. Residents attended the
evening meeting on March 16 at Centre
Greene.

Merchants had been invited to a simi-
lar breakfast session on February 17.

The goal of both events was to explain
and get input on the upcoming refurbish-
ment of Greene Ave. and concept devel-
opment for St. Catherine between Atwater
and Clarke.

Greene Ave. has not been redone since
1980, and recent road work has worsened
things, explained Councillor Cynthia Lul-
ham after the event.

The city has now allocated a $2-million
budget for the job. The electrical and light-
ing aspects of the renovation will absorb
$400,000, leaving the rest for sidewalks,
roads and street furniture. The work is
slated to take place from June to Septem-
ber.

The meeting showed consensus, ac-
cording to Lulham. “Everybody wants it to
be greener and pedestrian friendly – that
was a big one. And nobody likes the inter-
locking brick. It doesn’t weather well and
causes people to trip.”

“Usual” concerns like support of the 5
Saisons grocery store and its public ter-
rasse also came up.

St. Catherine’s ‘new concept’

The work for the St. Catherine area is a
separate project, explained city Urban
Planning director Joanne Poirier after the

meeting. Its $40,000 budget was allocated
to Westmount by Montreal’s PR@M (Pro-
gramme réussir @ Montréal), which aims
to redevelop select commercial streets. It
will be used to “define an image” for the
street, said Poirier.

The first work group met the following
day, March 17, and started on scenarios for
presentation to the public in early May.
The plan then needs to be approved by
council. It will not begin this year.

Affleck and de la Riva Architects has
been chosen as the architectural consult-
ant for both projects. The firm has been in
the news recently as the architects of a
controversial house on Lansdowne (see
“Permit for new Lansdowne house pulled
from council agenda”, March 9, p. 2.)

Greene area to get a facelift Ways to save energy, 
fight climate change

Tips on saving energy in the home are
among a range of environmental topics
being offered by the Westmount Healthy
City Project in its 2010 Breakfast Series of
events announced recently.

All four events take place on Thursdays
in April at Victoria Hall at 8:15 am, with
doors opening at 8 am.

The series kicks off on April 8 when
Joshua Wolfe, the city’s sustainable devel-
opment coordinator, will discuss “Com-
munity Actions for Sustainability”.

The subject of “Permaculture: What it
is and why it is important to cities” will be
treated April 15 by Marci Babineau, who
teaches a course in sustainable gardening

practices, and Clarisse Thomasset of the
Montreal Permaculture Guild.

What Westmount can do to fight cli-
mate change in the aftermath of the
Copenhagen Cities conference will be ad-
dressed April 22 by Professor Nigel Roulet,
director of the McGill School of Environ-
ment. Roulet is also a contributing author
to the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change report on the world’s cli-
mate.

The series concludes April 29 with “En-
ergy conservation advice for Westmount
homes: do’s and don’ts” with architect
Paul Grenier, a member of Westmount’s
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC).

WMA seeks 
volunteer of the year

The Westmount Municipal Association
(WMA) is seeking nominations for this
year’s Volunteer Citizen of the Year
Award.

Now in its 13th year, the award honours
a Westmount citizen who has dedicated
many years to volunteering in the com-
munity, be it through libraries, schools,
clubs, churches, synagogues, nursing
homes or other areas. This year’s recipient
will be honoured during the WMA’s An-
nual General Meeting on May 17 at Victo-
ria Hall.

Those wishing to nominate someone
should send a name and brief description
of the volunteer work to Rosalind Davis,
Marilynn Gillies or Helen Rainville by
April 16 to volunteer.award@
wma-amw.org, or by phone 514.846.8464. 



By Ralph Thompson

The guest speaker at the Rotary Club of
Westmount lunch, March 17, could have
been mistaken for a St. Patrick’s Day lep-
rechaun.

Ted Wright, coordinator of the West-
mount Legal Clinic that deals with the
rights of tenants and landlords, was
dressed appropriately in green, and with
his white beard, jovial smile and light-
hearted mood, portrayed a little mischief.
But the topic of conversation was anything
but light.

Addressing some 30 Rotarians, Wright
gave several viewpoints of both tenants
and landlords, which he says he defends
equally. He explained that tenants often
wish to avoid rent increases and refuse any
additional costs, even those that are rea-
sonable and legally allowed, such as heat-
ing, maintenance and taxes.

Landlords often think that the law un-
fairly protects tenants.

“Both sides are advised to first under-
stand the law and consider their legal en-
titlement. Landlords are entitled to pass
along legitimate operating cost increases,
including maintenance and even im-
provement. Generally, landlords do not

keep up with real cost increases. Tenants,
on the other hand, are entitled to see the
details of any increased costs and if all
costs decrease, are entitled to a rent re-
duction.”

For those who question a rent increase,
Wright suggested visiting Régie du loge-
ment website (www.rdl.gouv.qc.ca/en/ac-
cueil/accueil.asp), available in English and
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It’s time to add more value to 
your real estate transaction

Royal LePage Heritage, 
I can help you make the best deal for your home. However, 
my services don’t end there.1

 I include:

 Free Full-Service Executive Move2

 Free Home Closing Protection3

 Free Home Warranty Protection3 

1.This is not intended to solicit properties currently for sale by a broker. Of-
fer expires June 1st, 2011. 2.Subject to certain conditions. Moving executed by 
Meldrum The Mover Inc., (member United Van Lines)  3.Administered through 
Ogilvy & Ogilvy and underwritten by Aviva Insurance. 

Paul Filgiano
Affiliated Real Estate Agent with  

Royal LePage Heritage Brokerage,  
an independent franchisee 

paulf@royallepage.ca | phone 514- 934-1818

Direct Line: 514-924-9456

Let’s talk.

Wright at Rotary on renting French. It makes available the online ver-
sion of the “Calculation 2010” form that
can be completed electronically. The user
enters the revenues and expenses of the
building in the appropriate boxes, and the
rent change result is generated.

Wright stressed that it is important to
remember that rent increases proposed by
the Régie are suggestions and not ab-
solute, and that every situation is different.
For example, a landlord who is planning a
major renovation can include the project’s
preparation costs into the year’s rental cal-
culations even if the work hasn’t been
started. 

Tenants can refuse increases. They can

ask their landlord for supporting docu-
ments and can remain in their apartment
during negotiations. They can deal with
the landlord directly or file an application
with the Régie to have their case heard.
However, Wright explained, landlords can
recoup all expenses and legal costs from
such action. If in the end increases are
deemed legitimate, their only recourse
may be to move out. 

For more information, Wright can be
found at the Westmount Y (4585 Sher-
brooke St.) on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. He
can also be reached at westmountlegal-
clinic@hotmail.com or 514.277.8403.

Garden

Do your flowerbeds

need a quick

makeover or just

good seasonal

maintenance?

Working within your budget we can bring
out the best in your garden.

Call Jill Morton for a free estimate
514.876.0178 ext.103
jill@swdla.com
www.garden911.ca

Introducing

Ted Wright explains the finer points of rental
issues, March 17.
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www.royallepage.ca

Helping you is what we doTM

Votre complice immobilierMC

Royal LePage
HERITAGE*

Some brokers brag about having offices all over the world...

We have 2 offices right where it counts!

4 Westmount Square
Suite 110

514.934.1818
Westmount

Did you know that our agents sell more real estate
than any other Westmount **broker!

That’s right...
...more than ReMax

...more than Sutton
...more than Sotheby’s

...more than Christies
More than anyone!

Drop-in Visitor Centre
1245 Greene Avenue

514.933.8223

Why? Here are over 60 reasons...
Dominique Amar  Thierry Armand  Amy Assaad  Danielle Assouline  Mathilde Attias  Beatrice Baudinet  Dale Bayers
Julie Bedard  Edythe Ann Burman  Mathew Bitton  Alain Boisvert  Stacy Burns  Nicole Brunet  Brigitte I. Burdman

Susan Buscemi  Maxwell Castle  Thomas Castle  Alexandre Chaya  Nicolas Chow  Saul Ciechanowiecki  Pam Mclernon Davidson
Ann Isabelle Deleeuw  Johanne Drapeau  Paul Filgiano  Heidi Fischel  Marlene  Fischel Rubin  Carly Fridman  Francois Goudreau

Tania Gilbert Picard  Margaret Guthrie  Paul Harrison  Therese Hilal  Sara Holland  Tracey Holland  Alexander Kay
Haagen Kierulf  Lidija Knezevic  Charles La Haye  Adam Lally  Marilyn Lally  Michael Lally  Catherine Lasry  Michael Martin

Rose Marie Martin  Edna Mendelson  Marie-Yvonne Paint  Charles Pearo  Diane Pelosse  David Perusse  Glenn Peterson
Nathalie Picard  Norman Plotnick  Tristan Pungartnik  Paul Robert  Nada Rouabhia  Maria Santini

Damien Sheaf  Ellie Silver  Oscar Tarakjian  Martha Tsadilas  Miyuki Ubo…



Thursday, April 1
The Bimetallic Question, comprising
Sherlock Homes enthusiasts, meets at the
Westmount Library, 6:30 pm. Voluntary
quiz on “A Case of Identity”. All welcome.
Info: 514.931.8690.

Tuesday, April 6
• Special council meeting: Appeal of a de-
cision of the demolition committee re: 20
Aberdeen Ave., 7 pm, city hall.
• Regular council meeting at city hall, 8
pm.

Friday, April 9
• Mayor’s Blood Donor Clinic at Victoria
Hall from 2 pm to 8 pm.
• Quality used book sale at Centre Greene
(1090 Greene), 10 am to 6:30 pm, and Sat-
urday April 10, 10 am to 3:00pm. Books of
all types and for all ages. Proceeds are con-
tributed to the centre’s summer camp

fund. Info: 514.931.6202, or www.centre-
greene.org.
• Contactivity (4695 de Maisonneuve) of-
fers workshops for seniors on safety, self-
defense and self-confidence, 9:30 am to 12
pm, April 9, 16 and 23. Free. Register:
514.932.2326.

Wednesday, April 7
Julie Keith and Alice Zorn discuss Ruins &
Relics, Alice Zorn’s first collection of short
stories. Westmount Library, 7:30 pm. Free.
Register: 514.989.5386 or dlach@west-
mount.org.
• A Judeo-Christian dialogue: “Quelle place
l’éthique occupe-t-elle dans le rapport à
Dieu?” presented by Rabbi Lerner and
Denise Couture at Temple Emanu-El, 395
Elm Ave. 7 pm. Cost: $7. Info: Thérèse
Klein 514.739.2103 or Louis Charbonneau
514.484.7762.

Thursday, April 8

• Storyteller Oro Anahory-Librowicz trav-
els the Jewish world of stories from east to
west. Westmount Library, 7 pm. Free. Reg-
ister: 514.989.5386 or email dlach@west-
mount.org.
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In Other Words: 
Indie’s SAQ story has legs

La Presse
La Presse took its own look at the Victo-

ria SAQ’s newspaper policy. Handfield’s
research unearthed that Maryse Lavallée,
the new manager of the store, was the Bloc
Québécois candidate for the Mount Royal
riding in 2008 and quotes Westmounter
Marc Felgar as saying,
“Tout s’explique main-
tenant.”

Lavallée denied to
La Presse that there
was a linguistic com-
ponent to the removal
of newspapers deci-
sion.

The Suburban

The Suburban’s P.
A. Sévigny wrote a
story that firmly en-
dorsed the SAQ head-
quarters’ view of the
affair. Executive Is-
abelle Merizzi was
quoted as saying “That
article is totally ridicu-

lous. This is far more a logistical issue
than linguistic issue because we don’t
want all these local papers taking up space
when we’re trying to distribute our own
material.”

According to the story, store manager
Maryse Lavallée emphatically denied

“passing any kind of
judgment about lan-
guage in her store.”

The Gazette

The Gazette’s
Irwin Block’s ap-
proach to questions
of one English paper
being favoured over
another was to inter-
view passers-by, who
came down for
choice. For instance,
Simon Davies was
quoted as saying
“They should have
equal access to the
clientele.”

Timeline
Independent: “Anglo papers banned
from local SAQ”, March 16, p. 1.

Independent: “SAQ: Limit of 1 local
paper, Westmount ‘allowed’ English
one”, March 23, p. 1

The Suburban “Westmount SAQ lan-
guage discrimination story … ‘totally
ridiculous’”, by P. A. Sévigny, March
24, p. 9. 

La Presse “Polémique linguistique à
Westmount”, by Catherine Hand-
field, March 25, p. A13.

The Gazette “Allow both papers at
SAQ outlet: shoppers”, by Irwin
Block, March 26, p. A6.

Comin’ Up



science competitions,” he explained.
“They win significant financial support
and receive bursaries to attend university.
Imagine how inspirational that is to
youngsters in school learning the sci-
ences,” he said.

Prizes for this year’s winning entries
include close to 100 cash prizes, and 10
winners are also be awarded an entrance
scholarship to Concordia University.

Marc Garneau, MP for Westmount-
Ville-Marie, spoke at the opening cere-
mony on March 21.
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Penthouse for Rent
Westmount Square – 3175 sq. ft.

$9700/month, April 1st
Tel. Penny 514-843-4295

�

By Ralph Thompson

Westmount schools took part in the
Bell Science Fair 2010 – Montreal Regional
Science and Technology Fair (MRSTF)
hosted by Concordia University from
March 21 to March 23. The awards cere-
mony took place at Concordia University
March 23.

The science fair, in its 50th year, at-
tracted some 200 student projects from
more than 40 high schools and CEGEPs

in Montreal and outlying areas, including
Westmount High School, ECS, Selwyn
House, Villa Ste. Marcelline, The Study, St.
George’s School and Marianopolis Col-
lege.

Wilson Wong, coordinator of the
MRSTF for 17 years, explained that a se-
lection of the gold medal winners from all
levels will move forward to the provincial
finals and potentially to the national com-
petition. “Winners from these competi-
tions have gone on to win international

Westmount fares well at Montreal science fair

Gold medal winners of the Bell Science Fair 2010 – Montreal Regional Science and Technology Fair,
who will move forward to the Quebec finals. At right, Agostino Porchetta, with the Educational Alliance
for Science and Technology.

Charles Pearo, Ph.D.
Royal Lepage Heritage
Chartered Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com
B. 934-1818 – C. 704-1063

Old Montreal
Historic 9-room auberge – $3,450,000

Possibility of a second
commercial entrance:

bar, boutique, art gallery

Melanie Dubois
Horizon Montréal Ltd

Chartered Real Estate Broker

www.melaniedubois.com
514 990-0020

Over 80% occupancy
owner-occupied 3-floor loft

3 private terraces
9 parking spaces

ECS
What’s in your fruits? Katya Molson
Selwyn House
Acidic Fluids & Metal Jonathan Mirarchi
Electrolytes & Sports Karl Valentini
St. George’s
What’s in Your Diaper Demo Kioussis

and Adrian Vaktor
The Study
Bad Viruses Doing Good Work

Sabrina Nolan
Global UNwarming Chloe Anassis
Green Fluorescent Proteins

Jessica Lu
and Francesca Masella 

iCar Ashley Stendel 
and Margot Hadaya 

Polarization: Ray Ray Go Away
Sarah Battat

Sizing Up Your Pup Sophie Bérubé
and Patricia Johnsson 

The Ultimate Filter Caroline Najjar
and Carley Sambrook 

Marianopolis College
Long Term Growth of Gonocytes

Ke Yang and Wen Zhang Zheng
Riding The Rails To Space

Yiqing Wang

Gold medal winners
from Westmount
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Hogg Hardware is open!
In order to get our new Westmount

location ready, we have moved to the
corner of Vendome Ave. and Sherbrooke St.
(5128 Sherbrooke St. W., near À Votre Santé)

The grand opening of our new location will be in May 2010:
4855 Sherbrooke St. W. (corner Victoria, old SAQ location)

Our phone number has not changed: (514) 934-4644

No change to our Nuns’ Island location: 7 Place du Commerce – (514) 761 4441

Shop Westmount!
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HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West

TAO Restaurant
Fine Asian

Cuisine
Lunch Special from $7.25

514.369.1122
374 Victoria near Sherbrooke

Jewelry
322Victoria Ave.(at de Maisonneuve) 514.830.8354

www.trinkjewelry.com

Bridal

�

Sharyn Scott on Consignment
Women’s and Men’s

Quality, gently used clothing,
shoes, handbags and jewellery

4925 Sherbrooke St. West (at Prince Albert)

(514) 484-6507

Tango Martini
Chinese Antiques & Collectibles

New... handmade butcher bloc,
custom made jewelry,
& furniture repairs
4500 St. Catherine St. W.,Westmount
514.937.6034
tangomartiniantiques.com

Silver Jewellery

Clothing &
accessories

4879 Sherbrooke W. 514 486-8852

514•667•6886
320 Victoria
modica.ca

Permanent hair
removal

Acne treatments
Rosacea treatments
Microdermabrasion
Personalised facials

& much more....

50% OFF first IPL
treatment with this Ad!

Dresses.
322 Victoria Ave.(at de Maisonneuve)

514 369-4799
www.astripruggerdesign.com

 

�

50% Off Sale!

WE’VE MOVED!

5175B Sherbrooke West corner Marlowe
514-482-4702
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Westmount Park
United Church

4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W
corner Lansdowne

(514) 937-1146

Good Friday Service –
Friday, April 2nd, 3 p.m.

Easter Service –
Saturday, April 3rd,

4:30 p.m.
All are welcome

Rev. Frank Giffen, Minister
Children welcome

Come relax and enjoy
worship & warm fellowship

at WPUC.
Check out our website at:

www.westmountparkuc.org

� �� �

St. Matthias’
Church welcomes
you to worship

Maundy Thursday April 1
7:30pm Pedilavium,
Commemoration of the Last
Supper & Choral Eucharist with
Chamber Choir

Good Friday April 2
12pm (Noon) Good Friday Liturgy
with reading of the Passion
& Chamber Choir
7:30pm Tenebrae (Service
of Shadows) with full Choir

Easter Day
8:00am Holy Eucharist, Book
of Common Prayer
10:30am Festive Choral Eucharist
with Chamber Orchestra

St. Matthias’ Anglican Church
131 Cote St. Antoine Rd.
(corner Metcalfe in Westmount)

514-933-4295
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The Parish of the Ascension of Our Lord
(Sherbrooke St. at the corner of Clarke Ave.)

Welcomes all to our
Easter Celebrations!

Holy Thursday, April 1: Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 8 p.m.

Good Friday, April 2: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at 3 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 3: Sacrament of Reconciliation from 3 to 4 p.m.
Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 4: Celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord 10:30 a.m.

We invite all parishioners, former parishioners and visitors to join in celebrating with us this Holy Season.

Msgr. Sean Harty E.V., Parochial Administrator Rev. Patrick Donnelly, Associate Pastor

When the Bell Rings: 
Westmount Students Speak Up
Presented by Philip Cutler 
and Michelle Warner

We asked students who live or go to
school in Westmount to answer the ques-
tion, “What are the Canadiens’ chances of
making the playoffs?” Here is what some
students had to say:

“I think that the Montreal Canadiens
will make the playoffs because of two sim-
ple reasons. First, we have drive. With
drive comes momentum from a bunch of
wins under our belt. Second, we can only
get better with players coming back from
injury. I think it is clear that the Habs are
going to make the playoffs. It seems like
every year (except last), we come back near
the end of the season to make [the play-
offs].” 

Simon A., grade 11, Selwyn House

“I think that the Habs will make a run
for it because they have been playing
strong. They know that there are only five
weeks until the playoffs, and they must
work hard to keep their spot.”

Sarah K., grade 11, ECS

“The Habs have a whole city that eats,

sleeps and drinks Canadiens. They must
work hard to fulfill the fans’ hopes and
dreams.”

Ali B., grade 11, ECS

Send your answers to this week’s ques-
tion, along with your name, grade and
school to whenthebellrings@ymail.com.
The deadline is Saturday, April 3 at noon.

This week’s question: What is your
favourite way to enjoy the spring weather?

4000 The Boulevard, Westmount
(Bus numbers 124 & 66)

Tel: (514) 486-1165

www.mountainsideunited.ca
�

Mountainside United Church

Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday, April 1st

7:30 p.m. Communion Service / Tenebrae
Good Friday, April 2nd

11:00 a.m. Service
Easter Sunday, April 4th

11:00 a.m. Holy Communion

Minister: The Rev. John R. Forster
Director of Music: Margaret de Castro

� �� �

Westmount Park
United Church

4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W
corner Lansdowne

(514) 937-1146

Good Friday Service –
Friday, April 2nd, 3 p.m.

Easter Service –
Saturday, April 3rd,

4:30 p.m.
All are welcome

Rev. Frank Giffen, Minister
Children welcome

Come relax and enjoy
worship & warm fellowship

at WPUC.
Check out our website at:

www.westmountparkuc.org

� �� �

story March 9, p. 2).
Later in the month, the city will mark

the 100th anniversary of the Royal Cana-
dian Navy, including a commemoration of
the minesweeper, HMCS City of West-
mount commissioned for World War II,
for which naval personnel from Halifax
will be present.

“We hope veterans and others associ-
ated with the navy will be on hand to help
mark the anniversary,” Trent said.

The ship’s bell is displayed at city hall.

Navy’s 100th
continued from p.1
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For further details call:

Julie Bourne
Affiliated Real Estate Agent – Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

514-933-5800

ENJOY LIFE ON THE WATER
IN THIS WONDERFUL CONDO
ALTERNATIVE. SPRAWL ABOUT
IN OVER 1900 SF OF BEAUTI -
FULLY DESIGNED SPACE WHERE
EVERY INCH HAS BEEN CARE -
FULLY PLANNED. 2 BEDROOMS,
2 GARAGE SPACES AND A
MAGNIFICENT TERRACE ON THE CANAL
ARE JUST SOME OF THE TREATS IN STORE
FOR YOU. $799,000

ATWATER MARKET

17 story luxury tower
with 4,000 sq. ft. of indoor/outdoor
designer amenities. Atlantic Ocean
or Intracoastal waterway views.
Each residence is finely appointed
with Poggenphol cabinetry, Viking
appliances, granite counter tops
and marble baths.
Bedrooms: 2, 2.5, 3
Bathrooms: 2, 2.5, 3, 3.5
Living areas from 1,441 sq. ft.
to 4,500 sq. ft.
Prices starting at US $453,000
Make your dream of owning a Florida home a reality.

Call me to schedule a private presentation of
South Florida’s hottest new address!

TANIA
KALECHEFF

B.Arch. Chartered Real Estate Agent

Thinking of selling?
Now is the time

to plan your move
Selling a home is more than
planting a sign on the lawn!

TANIA KALECHEFF
A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE
Selling fine homes since 1981

514-488-1049 • 514-933-6781
finehomes@kalecheff.com
www.kalecheff.com

WESTMOUNT

Introducing one of the most unique living experiences available today!

“THE PLAZA AT OCEANSIDE”

514 933-6781
www.remax-quebec.com/westmount

514 482-3347
e-mail: remax-westmount@remax-quebec.com

Outstanding ���	�
 ���
��	��	��Results


RE�MAX WESTMOUNT INC.
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER independently owned and operated

Offices on Greene and Monkland
to better serve you.

514 482-9080 or 514 824-4767

WESTMOUNT ADJ. Magnificent, spacious and
bright home. City views. Has it all! $2,395,000

Chartered Real Estate Broker
Independently Owned & Operated Franchise of Royal LePage

Three Westmounters have been nomi-
nated as candidates by Mayor Peter Trent
to receive the lieutenant governor of Que-
bec’s Seniors Medal (Médaille pour les
aînés) awarded for volunteer service.

They are: civic activist Don Wedge (and
a columnist with the Independent); sculp-
tor and former
city councillor
Herbert Bercovitz;
and the late John
Sancton, former
Examiner pub-
lisher and local
volunteer. The
medal ceremony
for Montreal is

May 1.
This is the first year the city has sub-

mitted nominations for the award and did
so on short notice, Trent explained. The
goal of the medal, which may be awarded
posthumously, is to provide an opportu-
nity for community organizations to rec-

ognize the
volunteer contri-
butions made by
persons aged 65
and over which
have had a posi-
tive influence
on the commu-
nity.

Mayor nominates Bercovitz, Sancton, Wedge
for seniors’ volunteer medal

Don WedgeHerbert BercovitzJohn Sancton
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Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treas-
ures into ready cash. International
buyer wants to purchase your antiques,
paintings, china, crystal, gold, silver-
ware, jewellery, rare books, sports,
movies, postcards, coins, stamps,
records. 514-501-9072.

Announcements

ATTENTION RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL
SURVIVORS AND DAY SCHOOL STU-
DENTS! Confused about the Independ-
ent Assessment Process (IAP)? Gov-
ernment not answering your questions?
Not sure if you qualify? Need help?
We’ve helped over 3000 survivors cross
Canada. Call now! 1-888-918-9336.

Companions

Are you tired of being lonely? Misty
River Introductions can find you some-
one to share your life with. Quebec’s
traditional matchmaker. (514) 879-0573

www.mistyriverintros.com. (no com-
puter required)

Employment
Opportunities

CHEAP TELEPHONE RECONNECT! Pay-
ing too much? Switch & save! Only
$39.95/month! Fast connections, flexi-
ble due dates, low rates – Call now! 1-
877-336-2274 Phone Factory Reconnect;
www.phonefactory.ca.

Financial Services

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in
debt! Stop the harassment. Bankruptcy
might not be the answer. Together let’s
find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-
983-8700.

$500$LOAN SERVICE, by phone, no
credit refused, quick and easy, payable
over 6 or 12 installments. Toll Free: 1-
877-776-1660. www.moneyprovider.com.

For Sale

The Quebec Community Newspapers
Association can place your ad into 25
weekly papers throughout Quebec –
just $160. Book 10 weeks within a 6
month period and receive the 11th week
free! One phone call does it all! Call
Marnie at QCNA 514-453-6300. Visit:
www.qcna.org.

#1 high speed internet $18.95/month.
Absolutely no ports are blocked. Unlim-
ited downloading. Up to 5Mps down-
load and 800Kbps upload. Order today at
www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866-
281-3538.

Norwood SAWMILLS – LumberMate-
Pro handles logs 34” diameter, mills
boards 28” wide. Automated quick-cy-
cle-sawing increases efficiency up to
40%. www.NorwoodSawmills.
com/400OT – FREE Information: 1-800-
566-6899 Ext:400OT.

A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE – Get your
first month free. Bad credit, don’t sweat
it. No deposits, no credit checks. Call
Freedom Phone Lines today toll free 1-
866-884-7464.

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS CLEAR-
ANCE – Pre-engineered and custom-
sized to your requirements. Factory-di-
rect pricing. Some models discounted to
half-price to clear. Call for free brochure
and quote. 1-800-668-5111 ext. 170.

HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price, Best
Quality. All Shapes & Colours Available.
Call 1-866-652-6837. www.thecover-
guy.ca.

Landscaping &
Gardening

W.W.G. Manufacturers and Installers of
quality fences & decks. P.V.C., wood,
iron, chain link. D.I.Y. kits – WORK
GUARANTEED! Free estimates, senior

discounts, free monthly promotion. 1-
877-266-0022. www.wwginc.com.

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long term / short
term relationships, free calls! 1-877-297-
9883. Exchange voice messages, voice
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live adult ca-
sual conversations 1 on 1, 1-866-311-
9640, meet on chat lines. Local single
ladies 1-877-804-5381 (18+).

*PAST *PRESENT *FUTURE * #1 Psy-
chics! *1-877-478-4410* Credit Cards /
deposit or phone 1-900-783-3800 $3.19
min (18+). For a psychic NOW! Meet us
at: www.mysticalconnections.ca.

Services

CRIMINAL RECORD? We can help! The
National Pardon Centre™ is RCMP ac-
credited. For better price and better
service visit: www.nationalpardon.org.
Call 514-842-2411 or 1-866-242-2411.

Quebec Classifieds

Stationnement : rappel de l’entretien des rues
Veuillez noter que l’entretien des rues de la Ville de Westmount débute le                 
1er avril 2010 pour se terminer le 30 novembre 2010.  La période de grâce pour le                
stationnement est jusqu’au 5 avril 2010. 

Parking Reminder: Street Maintenance
Please be advised that the street maintenance of the City of Westmount will start on 
April 1, 2010 and end on November 30, 2010. The grace period for parking is up 
to April 5, 2010.

In Home Nursing Care

Palliative Care
for Cancer

Visits by RN for pain
& symptom management

Psychological support
Service subsidized by our donors

Needs Assessment by
Registered Nurse:

514-866-6801
formerly VON Montreal

www.novamontreal.com

By Erin Stropes

Terry Rigelhof wants to “open up a new
conversation” about modern Canadian lit-
erature. And as a Globe and Mail book
critic, a judge for literary prizes including
the Governor General’s Literary Award
and the Amazon First Novel Award, and a
voracious reader of modern Canadian fic-
tion, he is uniquely qualified to do so.

Rigelhof’s new book, Hooked on Cana-
dian Books: The Good, the Better, and the
Best Canadian Novels Since 1984, looks
with a connoisseur’s eye at some of the
best contemporary literature the country
has produced. The selection criteria were
informal – Rigelhof chose books that he
“would buy again, at full price.” The clas-
sics are well represented – Douglas Coup-
land, Margaret Atwood and Mordecai
Richler all get their due – but the big
names are only a small piece.

The book is dedicated in part to West-
mount’s defunct Double Hook Bookstore,
a Greene Ave. institution from 1974 until
its closing in 2005. The way the book is or-
ganized is, in many ways, a tribute to the
browsing that physical bookstores like the
Double Hook allow. Sections are ordered
according to an almost stream-of-con-
sciousness progression of themes and
styles, rather than alphabetically or
chronologically.

“I originally intended to organize the
book by geography, as a literary atlas,” said
Rigelhof, who wrote the majority of
Hooked on Canadian Books in the two-year
span between suffering a stroke and un-
dergoing neurosurgery. After his stroke,

however, he decided to eschew traditional
categories for groupings such as “Reading
and coming to terms with the past,” “Nov-
els of knowledge,” and “The talented
women who write today.”

A frequent theme is the desire to sepa-
rate “the reputation of ‘CanLit’ from the
reality of what Canadian writers are
doing,” and the selections reflect a more
modern, urban and international range of
themes than are often associated with
Canadian writing.

Rigelhof’s personal views on each book
are rounded out with citations from liter-
ary critics, fellow writers and the authors
themselves, beginning the “conversation”
that Rigelhof hopes will be continued by
his readers as they discuss their own
favourites and discover new ones.

As a critic, judge and member of the
Canadian literary community, Rigelhof
has a great deal of material to draw from

in putting together the dossiers of the over
100 books profiled in Hooked. Personal an-
ecdotes abound, adding an additional di-
mension to many of the entries. Rigelhof
has taught some of these authors, hung
out with others after awards ceremonies
and played a role in helping others get
published.

When asked if all of these associations
make objectivity in criticism difficult,
Rigelhof laughed, explaining that after so
many years of reading fiction, “the quality
of what you’re reading matters much
more than the writer.”

When he isn’t writing Globe reviews or
helping others as a freelance editor, Rigel-
hof is working on his next book, a biogra-
phy of Montreal painter Philip Surrey.

Hooked on Canadian Books will be re-
leased April 10. A book signing will be
held at Paragraphe Bookstore Tuesday,
April 13.

Rigelhof ‘hooked’ on Canada’s modern fiction
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Properties to love ... and live

WESTMOUNT
10 Braeside Place
Greystone Residence
of Distinction.

This remarkable residence
features both formal and
informal living, 6 bedrooms,
beautiful fireplaces and
25,000 sq. feet of garden.
A rare opportunity!!
Price Upon Request
for Qualified Buyers

MONTREAL
3980 Cote-des-Neiges
– A53, A54
High above the city and
recognizable to locals sits the
Landmark Trafalgar Building.
Here is your chance to live in a
two floor condo that feels like a
home. Located directly across
the street from Mount Royal Park
and moments to downtown, this
corner unit offers 4 bedrooms,
2 terraces, and much more.
$3,295,000

WESTMOUNT
3137 Cedar
Gracious Southern
Style Mansion.

This 6 bedroom home
is a perfect scene for
entertaining on a large scale
with an unrivaled garden.
Doors to terrace from
most first floor rooms.

WESTMOUNT
625 Belmont
Design Without Borders.

This home offers understated
elegance, a dream kitchen
that opens to a large terrace,
large bedrooms and easy
access to the park. Beyond
the traditional façade is a
modern designed home for
the distinguished buyer.
Price Upon Request

MONTREAL
3430 Peel – 16A
This spacious and bright
condo located in the
prestigious Sir Robert Peel
building on the 16th floor
features 2933 square feet of
living space. Windows that
reach from floor to ceiling
offer spectacular views of
the city from East to West.
$2,275,000

WESTMOUNT
4364 Westmount
Avenue
Elegant Stone mansion
on the Park.

This 5 bedroom home
with elevator, marble
staircase, pool, and
beautiful wood throughout
is an exceptional property
for the discerning buyer.

SOLD SOLD


