
By Laureen Sweeney

A number of constraints and uncer-
tainties are challenging city officials in
preparing Westmount’s 2010 municipal
budget. 

The economic downturn is affecting
municipalities worldwide, and will be a
major topic at the annual conference of
the International County/City Manage-
ment Association (ICMA) taking place
this year in Montreal from September 13
to 16.

In the Westmount budget, rising costs,
reduced or unknown revenues and some
new initiatives must be factored in to city
council’s guidelines, explained city direc-

tor general Duncan Campbell. These call
for a zero tax increase on local controllable
expenses.

“A big wild card is the amount of the
Montreal agglomeration’s deficit,” he said.
“We’re worried about how much will be
passed on to us.” Westmount’s four-per-
cent share of a possible $65-million short-
fall could translate into more than $2
million payable under the new budget.

A downturn in the real estate market
with fewer house sales is expected to re-
duce revenues from the welcome tax,
while smaller construction projects de-
crease amounts from building permits.

“On the cost side, we’ve
seen a substantial increase
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Canada’s truly authentic Pale Ale.

By Laureen Sweeney

After serving Westmount in volunteer
and elected positions for 23 years, city
councillor Tom Thompson has decided
not to run for a fourth term in the No-
vember municipal elections.

Announcing his decision August 31 to
the Independent, Thompson said he felt it
was time to open up a council seat for
someone else and bring new ideas to the
table.

“I looked at my collective 23 years and
said now would be an opportunity to get
others involved to experience the rewards
and honour of representing citizens,” he
said.

His pending departure as the District 2
representative will leave a void in key
areas. One is steering the Healthy City
Project, which he has done for more than
a decade. Another is chairing the city’s Fi-
nance and Administration committee to
which he brings professional background
as the retired director of McGill fundrais-
ing and development.

As Thompson rhymed off a number of
challenges awaiting the new council, one
could only surmise he was stepping down
somewhat reluctantly – and in the same
spirit of community service. This includes
10 years on three city councils and previ-
ous leadership positions
with the Westmount Mu- continued on p. 3

Joan Rivers at the Shaar

Rivers entertains at the August 25 Hope & Cope fundraiser at Shaar Hashomayim. See p. 10 for story.
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Jerry Dolar to retire from city IT
Jerry Dolar, who built Westmount’s IT department vir-

tually from scratch over the last 25 years, retires as its di-
rector at the end of October.

While no successor has been chosen, the position has
been posted. It includes responsibility for maintaining
and initiating all the city’s technical communications sys-
tems including the new telephony – voice over internet
protocol – that Dolar is in the process of implementing.

His work put PCs in every office, took the city on-line,
introduced the current phone system and established off-
site disaster management – all despite the many chal-
lenges at the time of connecting the various municipal
building sites.
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nicipal Association, of which he was pres-
ident.

Even when he sat out one council term
on the reduced borough
council during merger
years, Thompson contin-
ued to serve as the volun-
teer chair of the Healthy
City Project which, some
say, continues to exist be-
cause of him. It was a po-
sition in which, over the
years, he spearheaded the
city’s position in the fore-
front of recycling pro-
grams and anti-pesticides
legislation.

The new council, he
said, must keep an eye on
the downloading of ex-
penses by higher levels of
government onto munici-
palities, “School taxes are
excessive.”

And, he cautions, “Montreal, through
the agglomeration, will always find new
ways to get money from us, so that’s a key
irritant that has to be closely monitored.
We’ve always said we would pay our fair
share regionally and not a penny more.”

Within Westmount, the new council
will have to find money for long-term
funding of the city’s pension plans, to pay
down the merger debt, finance the
arena/pool project, return to full pay-as-
you-go financing for capital works and
continue to search for offerings of govern-
ment funding programs.

Watch the pennies

“We’ve got to look for every opportunity
and make every penny count,” he said.
Priding himself on his ability to find
dropped coins on the sidewalk, he added:
“It’s a bad day. I found only 26 cents!”

Although Westmount is a small com-
munity, it figures large on the broader
stage, he pointed out. “It’s always had a
leadership role among municipalities.”
The demerger and transitioning work un-

dertaken by Mayor
Karin Marks with the
other reconstituted
cities and the Montreal
agglomeration must be
continued.

While Thompson
joined council in 1995
and again in 1999 – both
councils of former
mayor Peter Trent – he
agreed to sit out the
merger term when the
borough council was re-
duced in size. But on
the eve of the reconsti-
tution of the city in
2005, “I felt a responsi-
bility to help in the re-
newal and help us

return to the city we had been.”

From pigeons to dogs

Over the years he has handled a num-
ber of sensitive challenges. These include
reducing the number of pigeons in West-
mount Park and lowering the level of
noise emanating from the arena dog run
at the Glen.

Latterly, he oversaw ways to welcome
Marianopolis College into Westmount,
overcome traffic and parking issues and
smooth over other concerns of his con-
stituents. Traffic will continue to make an
impact on Westmount. “Whatever hap-
pens with the arena or wherever it is built,
it needs underground parking.”

Thompson’s ability to negotiate and
find compromise and consensus was one
of his hallmarks. “It’s how one addresses
an issue or changes behaviour that makes
the difference,” he says.
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Thompson spearheaded ‘green’
programs as Healthy City chair

continued from p.1
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10 AM to 6 PM
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SEPT 11

10AM to 6 PM

SATURDAY
SEPT 12

11AM to 5 PM

Ribbon cut at the Gallery 10 years ago 

The 10th anniversary exhibition of The
Gallery at Victoria Hall will be open to the
public from Thursday, September 10, to
October 3. Hours are: weekdays, 10 am to
9 pm, and Saturdays 10 am to 5 pm.

The exhibit features the work of 57

Westmount artists who have displayed
their drawings, paintings, sculptures,
photographs and other works of art over
the last decade.

The vernissage by invitation only is
planned for September 9.

On May 28, 1999, then mayor Peter Trent (right) opens the Gallery with, from left, then councillors
Cynthia Lulham, John Bridgman, the late Jim Wright, Karin Marks (now mayor) and Tom
Thompson. Photo: Laureen Sweeney
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More park benches 
In reference to this quote from Coun-

cillor Cynthia Lulham, Urban Planning
commissioner “Why can’t they sit on
grass?” (August 25, p. 3), I am a West-
mount resident and therefore one of
Councillor Lulham’s “them.” I am privi-
leged to live near some of Westmount’s
civic jewels – the library, the conservatory,
the art gallery and the park.

I am also 84 with cranky knees and a
creaky spine. No possibility, then, of sitting
on the grass as the councillor advises, even
with the promise of cake.

Benches are a wonderful invention;
their presence encourages me to under-
take longer walks. In Britain, there is a tra-
dition of installing benches, good sound
teak benches, as memorials. One dedica-
tion I remember was “For a friend who
loved this view.” Perhaps a possibility for
Westmounters?

In the meantime, I hope that Council-
lor Lulham will have a change of heart and
lead her urban planning commissioners
in planning more benches for Westmount
parks.

Marion Blake, Sherbrooke St.
Editor’s note: I think Councillor Lulham

meant that benches should “sit” on grass,
not people. The sentence before the direct
quote from her was, “Lulham … has op-
posed concrete pads for benches,” after
which came the question: “Why can’t they
sit on grass?” Perhaps it would have been
clearer to put the two sentences in the
same paragraph. Thanks for writing so we
could clarify..

OPUS not senior-friendly
The new OPUS card is not user-

friendly to seniors, who are infrequent
travellers on public transport. 

The STM would like to encourage peo-
ple to use their system. How are they
doing this? By telling seniors to purchase
an OPUS card. 

How much is this card? Where can sen-
iors purchase the equivalent of a strip of
tickets? How much is the cash fare? (And
we all know we must have the exact
change!)

There is quite a discrepancy between
the treatment of seniors in Quebec and in
Scotland, where seniors ride the public
transit system for free!
Beverley Hutchison, Kitchener Ave.

Too much has already
been spent

It is interesting how quickly one of the
city council members, Patrick Martin,
came back with a response on the serious

problem of air pollution in Westmount
(“Don’t spend tax $to increase traffic, un-
healthiness”, September 1, p. 4), while not
responding to my letter in the Westmount
Independent of August 11 (p. 6), where I
asked how many millions of dollars have
been wasted on the following projects:

1) Toxic synthetic turf project (status:
cancelled); approximate cost with em-
ployee time: calculated at $250,000;

2) Mega sports complex (status: un-
known); $600,000 already spent. How
much is still owing to the architects and
others?

3) Unused, gated and newly seeded soc-
cer fields bordering Academy Rd.
($905,100).

This careless expenditure is an outrage
that has to be addressed and investigated,
and not shoved under the synthetic turf.

Larry Klepper, St. Catherine St

What’s behind digging
in Glen Yards?

I noticed that digging and earth re-
moval was occuring September 2 at the
end of the Glen Yards where a rumoured
park is supposed to appear.  

Any idea what is happening or what is
the purpose of the dig? 

I understand that the MUHC complex
is supposed to be at the other end of the
Yards near the Vendôme metro, yet there
is no digging there. Thanks for the info.

Orest Blaschuk, de Maisonneuve
Editor’s Note: Are we talking about con-

struction of an emergency egress road and
related decontamination (see June 9, p. 3)?

More skating outdoors
I refer to Frank Moller’s letter “An Out-

door Solution to Hockey Demand” (Au-
gust 25), regarding the hockey rink
dilemma. I hope the Westmount adminis-
tration will consider this solution pro-
posed by Mr. Moller. 

It’s wonderful for children to skate out-
doors, and they should not be denied this
experience. But then again, children have
too much today, and don’t learn to fend for
themselves. 

Mr. Moller’s article warrants a reprint.   
Rena Watson, Metcalfe Ave.

Not enough kids to
warrant brand new arena

Following my letter “How Many Chil-
dren Are in Westmount?” (September 1),
I have since found some statistics for
Westmount children in the 2008 Census
of Statistics Canada. 

It seems there were 846
kids aged 0-4 and 1,235

Letters to the Editor

How Can We Help You?

Content and letters
Kristin McNeill: 514.223.3578

indie@westmountindependent.com

AdveAdvertisingrtisements
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567

advertising@westmountindependent.com

Billing and accounting
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138

office@westmountindependent.com

Letters & Comments:
We welcome your letters, but reserve
the right to choose and edit them.
Please check your letter carefully.
We may be unable to make subsequently
submitted changes. If you do make
amendments, please “redline” them
instead of resending the whole letter.
Please email any letter and comments to
indie@westmountindependent.com.

Every letter of support
helps us with advertisers!

continued on p. 17

Cllr. de Castell: No
denial of candidacy talk

The campaign has barely started and
we already have our first controversy, al-
beit a tempest in a teapot. I am referring
to a small article on p. 3 of last week’s In-
dependent entitled, “Trent ‘surprised’ by
de Castell’s denial after two meetings.”

Let me try to clear up the confusion.
When Peter Trent invited me to his

home for “a glass of wine and a chat,” nei-
ther of us proposed any agenda or subject
matter for the discussion.

I went prepared to update Mr. Trent, a
possible mayoral candidate, on a number
of dossiers that I have been working on,
with the intention of discussing his posi-
tion on some of the important issues that
the city is facing.

Mr. Trent recently told the Independent
that the “whole object of the meeting”
was to discuss my candidacy.

While that may have been his inten-
tion, it was not mine.

If Mr. Trent’s only interest was to dis-
cover whether or not I intended to run, he
could have saved us both some time by
simply asking that on the telephone.

On the afternoon of August 25, I spoke
to Wayne Larsen, editor of the Westmount
Examiner, for about 15 or 20 minutes. The
conversation, which unfortunately was
not recorded, was centred on the Turcot
project, how it had impacted my personal
life and in particular my decision to run
for council.

The reference to my meeting with Mr.

Trent was extremely brief and, while we
have only Wayne’s notes and our collec-
tive memories to go on, we concur on the
following account.

Mr. Larsen asked if I had spoken to
Peter Trent; I told him that Peter and I
hadn’t seen each other in quite a while, so
when we met, we’d had a rather lengthy
discussion of “a general nature…state-of-
the-union type of thing.” When he in-
quired if Mr. Trent had asked me to run,
I hesitated as it has never been my prac-
tice to divulge details of a confidential dis-
cussion to the press. I answered by
saying, “We didn’t really get around to
discussing it…put it this way, no decisions
were taken and besides, you know Peter
keeps his cards pretty close to his vest.”

Regarding the prospect of serving on
council with Mr. Trent again, I said, “We
didn’t do so badly the last time we worked
together, so I expect we can do the same
again.”

I met with Mr. Trent for the second
time the following day as a courtesy to in-
form him of my decision and the an-
nouncement that I had made to the
Examiner.

There was no “denial” to the Examiner,
as has been claimed in the Independent,
only the use of discretion.

Hopefully this will be the end of this
little saga because if this is an indication
of the level of debate we can expect in this
election, I worry that people may not be
able to stay awake long enough to vote!

John de Castell, Cllr District 8
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By Don Wedge

Recent weeks have seen a
number of citizens visiting
former mayor Peter Trent,
who is not stinting himself
in the search for colleagues
on a council that would
support his ideas for run-
ning the city. Later this

month, we expect confirmation that he
will be a candidate for mayor of West-
mount in the November 1 election.

He has looked beyond the well-known,
and it would be surprising if at least one
environmental activist is not a candidate.
The laws banning pesticides, idling en-
gines and smoking in public places, as
well as the end of the mega-incinerator,
the introduction of hazardous waste, blue
box and apartment recycling collection
were all achieved during his 1991 man-
date.

Meantime, I have yet to hear from any-
one who thinks that Trent will not run. But
after eight years’ exile, what changes will
he find if, as seems probable, he is re-
stored to the mayor’s chair?

Westmounters themselves remain the
same mix of both very committed neigh-
bours and the completely aloof that Trent
would have been familiar with in 2001.
But new players have become interested in
municipal affairs – among them, Henry
Olders, who led the Westmount Municipal
Association (WMA) for four years from
2005. 

Progress on transparency

Olders has been among those critical of
the lack of openness, but nevertheless he
surprised me the other day by touting
some progress towards transparency in
the conduct of council business.

The agenda – bald and uninformative
admittedly – is now posted on the city web
site the weekend prior to a monthly coun-
cil meeting. Eventually the minutes of that
meeting are added to the web documenta-
tion and, wonders of all, the audio of the
gavel-to-gavel proceedings is available to
everyone, putting Westmount among
Quebec’s leaders of such democratic in-
novations.

However, the business of the standing
committees remains contentiously

clouded in obscurity – or lost in time – and
Trent is sure to hear again about that.

Olders is one of a number of citizens
with various interests that has developed
– in his case, after becoming a frequent
evening worker at the 2004 demerger of-
fice. Others were “attracted” by such
causes as Save the Park and the many
facets of the arena-pool renewal project.
Apart from these hot new topics, question
times remain centred on garbage pick-up,
gardeners with noisy tools, bikes and
speed bumps.

More than anything, the incoming
mayor Trent would notice a lot of new
faces around city hall. Duncan Campbell
left a top job in Big Montreal to succeed
Bruce St. Louis as director general. Several
department heads have retired: Fred Calu-
ori (Public Works), head librarian Ann
Moffat, the late fire chief Jim Adams,
Richard McEnroe who led the Public Se-
curity Unit, and now Jerry Dolar, the in-
formation technology director who has
supervised an immense transition in the
way city hall works.

Urban Planning director Joanne
Poirier, Recreation chief Mike Deegan,

Civic Alert

What changes await a ‘Mayor Peter Trent’?
and purchasing agent John Camia are still
at the same desks. Alan Kulaga, the cur-
rent head of Human Resources and
deputy DG was clerk to the now non-exis-
tent municipal court when Trent handed
back the chain of office.

The person closest to all the changes is
the outgoing mayor, Karin Marks. “He will
find a terrific spirit among the staff,” she
believes. “They have a great sense of loy-
alty, and I think it was strengthened by
having to go through the merger and de-
merger together.”

Locally, she feels that there are more
events for the mayor to attend. “New ones
are introduced, and they tend to become
fixtures with the growing emphasis on
community,” Marks said.

But the big difference continued on p. 17

Rare rental in

WESTMOUNT SQUARE
Chance to rent a 3-rm apt. from owner
in this prestigious bldg. with its many
amenities. $1,800. Tel.514-938-2802
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For a complete listing of courses,
please visit our website.

Professional &
Personal Development:
• Musical Theatre
• Staged Combat 2
• Purchasing & Selling Real Estate
• Exploring Contemporary Disability Issues
• Inside Film, TV and New Media

Please Note: CTD also offers Certified Production & Inventory Control (CPIM) courses in French &
English, in partnership with APICS Montreal. For program information and course descriptions, please call
us or visit our website.



fuelled largely by the rising price of energy
and the risks that contractors are under-
taking on long-term contracts,” Campbell
said. This affects the purchase of supplies

as well as the rental of equipment such as
snow removal vehicles.

Some municipalities in the US are par-
ticularly hard-hit by some of the con-
straints being experienced in Westmount
but on a much larger scale, Campbell said.
The housing market, soaring fuel costs,
unemployment and capped taxes are pre-
senting huge challenges there.

In Westmount, he said, “We’re taking a
very conservative approach. We’re going
through the budget line by line to see if we
still need to continue certain services
we’ve had for 20 years. New services, such
as those related to sustainability, are more
of a challenge. Maybe some will be offset
by savings in other areas.”

With the new council coming at the end
of the process, he added, “We’re open to
change.”

Councillor Tom Thompson, who chairs
city council’s Finance and Administration
committee, said paying down the merger
debt and phasing in the pay-as-you-go pol-
icy for capital works expenditures to the
same pre-merger extent are council prior-
ities.

The economic impact on the city’s pen-
sion plans also must be factored in. Fortu-
nately, he said, this has been mitigated by
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Budget: conservative approach
continued from p.1

It’s a big world.
That’s why the school you choose is so important.

A  S P I R I T E D  E D U C A T I O N
4245 Décarie Blvd. Montréal, QC H4A 3K4  (514) 484-4950  www.villamaria.qc.ca

While a great deal has changed in the world, some things have not. Such as a Villa Maria 
education. We nurture the whole person, attending to her mind as well as her heart. We 
invite you to meet our students, visit our campus and tour our new Science, Performing 
Arts and Multimedia Wing. Discover how we measure success at Villa Maria.

English Sector Open House French Sector Open House
October 3, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm September 26, from noon to 4:00 pm
English Sector Entrance Exams French Sector Entrance Exams
Sec. 1: October 24 and November 7 Sec. 1: October 17
Sec. 1 to Sec. 5: November 7 Sec. 1 to Sec. 5: October 18

Westmount real estate agent Martin
Rouleau of Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest
has formed a business partnership with
fellow Sutton agent Chris Gardiner. The
partnership was formed to enable
Rouleau to work on other real estate proj-

ects. Said Rouleau, "The success of my
business meant I had to search for some-
one who shares the same ethics and busi-
ness practices. I found that in Chris."

Everything remains the same in terms
of staffing, website and phone numbers.

Rouleau, Gardiner joining forces

a conservative investment policy in which
only some 30 percent was placed in the eq-
uity market.

Under new provincial regulations, the

budget will not require approval until the
end of January. As a result, Campbell said,
tax bills won’t be sent out until the begin-
ning of March, later than usual.

Martin Rouleau and Chris Gardiner in front of one of their listings.

ENGAGE
Our teachers’ skills are continuously honed to
produce better learning in children. Teaching
and learning become an indissoluble loop,
based on progressive educational thinking.

www.stgeorges.qc.ca
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HaMPstead $1,695,000

oPulent oasis

westMount $5,885,000

ClassiC stone CottaGe | Garden

westMount $2,495,000

MajestiC GeorGian

westMount $1,850,000

tHree-storey GeM | Views

westMount $1,590,000

seCluded soPHistiCation

westMount $3,800,000

suMPtuous stone | forden CresCent

westMount $2,375,000

MountaintoP retreat

westMount $1,749,000

ConteMPorary sPlit | Grand ProPortions

westMount adjaCent $1,198,000

PiCture PerfeCt | Views

westMount $ 3,750,000

MaGnifiCent stone residenCe

westMount $2,198,000

arts & Crafts style HoMe

BaCks onto Park $1,699,000

Port royal | Mountain Views

Golden square Mile $959,000

InTRoducInG InTRoducInG

AMR

Proud supporter

ASSOCIATION FOR CHILDREN
WITH CANCER

lIza kauFman
chartered Real estate agent | managing director

Sotheby’s International Realty québec lk
chartered Real estate Broker

InTRoducInG

514.232.5932
lkaufman@sothebysrealty.ca

To view all my listings please visit

lizakaufman.com

InTRoducInG InTRoducInG

InTRoducInG

continuum of the extraordinary.
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Electoral map showing Westmount’s 8 districts,
each needing a councillor

Nomination forms for
upcoming election

Residents interested in running for a
seat on council can pick up nomination
forms at city hall from city clerk Mario
Gerbeau, who is the returning officer for
municipal elections. 

Application forms must be submitted
to Gerbeau anytime between September
18 (8:30 am) and October 2 (4:30 pm). It
is suggested to call prior to dropping by
his office to pick up or submit the forms.

The city website, westmount.org, is
expected to contain more details.

Currently sitting councillors by district
District 1: Patrick Martin District 5: George Bowser*
District 2: Tom Thompson* District 6: Nicole Forbes
District 3: Guy Charette* District 7: Cynthia Lulham
District 4: Kathleen Duncan District 8: John de Castell
*not running in the Nov. 1 election

FOOT DISCOMFORT ?

• Flat feet • Diabetes • Sports 
Injuries •

• Arthritis • Uneven Leg Length •
• Heel Pain • Achilles Tendonitis •
• High Arches • Gait Problems •

Find expertise, answers & 
comfort at Foot Solutions. 
Our custom molded inserts, 
therapeutic & specialty shoes 
fit your unique needs:

368 Victoria Avenue
Westmount 

514-564-FOOT (3668)
www.footsolutions.com/montreal

FREE 
FOOT 

ANALYSIS

* Recognized by le Ministère de la Santé 
   et Services Sociaux
* Wide selection of comfort and stylish 
   European shoes in all sizes and widths
* Onsite Orthoprothesist and 
   custom orthotic fabrication 
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daughter Sarah with her hus-
band Allen Rubin, Morris
Shiveck, Sondra Schwartz,
Leila Paperman, Hazel
Zunenshine, Felice and
Barry Pascal, Shayla Wech-
sler, Harriet Waxman and
Tsippy Wexler.

Noted admiring the fabu-
lous floral arrangements
(created by Gilbert Lanouette
and Kevin Camara) were Joey
Adler, Russell and Phyllis
Goldberg (in divine dia-
monds!), Dianne and Aldo
Bensadoun and Judith
Woodsworth, president of
Concordia University.
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By Veronica Redgrave

Soirée Fantastique, held
August 25 at Westmount’s
Shaar Hashomayim syna-
gogue, raised over $1 mil-
lion. Proceeds support
Hope & Cope programs
provided free to cancer

 patients and their families (jgh.ca/
hopecope).

The event was sold out months in ad-
vance, thanks to the unflagging energy of
Hope & Cope founder and chairman, the
ever elegant Sheila Kussner, who was ably
assisted by Westmounter Sylvia Vogel,
with Miriam Klein and Joan Ungar and a
tireless committee.

The delicious Giorgi-catered dinner
(sponsored by Jack Dym) was accompa-
nied by wines sponsored by Westmounter
Marjorie Bronfman.

Honoured at the event were Lillian and
Stephen Vineberg, philanthropists and art
lovers. After dinner, the fabulous Cana-
dian Tenors performed to a standing ova-
tion before Hollywood personality Joan
Rivers delivered her rapid-fire caustic com-
ments.

Amidst the Westmount eleganzia were
Paul and Jewel Lowenstein (pretty in
Pucci), Joanne Leopold (perfect in pink),
Rosemary Niro (classic in pearls), Linda
Smith (wonderful in white), Marlene and
Joel King, Miriam Vineberg, Stephanie
and David Azrieli, Bernice Brownstein,
Rosalie and Lewis Dobrin, Gail Gold and
Norman Zavalkoff, Lily Kotler, Dr. Marcia
Gillman and Mike Flinker, Allyson and
Stephen Goldberg, Shirley Goldfarb and
Elaine Dubrovsky.

Also seen were Betty Reitman and her

Social Notes from Westmount and beyond

Shaar’s Soirée raises over $1 million

Westmounters Joanne & Douglas Cohen

Joan Ungar, Miriam Klein and Westmounter Sylvia Vogel.

Westmounters Leo Kolber and Ronit Gandell

Thérèse Brownstein, Linda Smith and Evelyn Black.
Lillian & Stephen Vineberg surrounded by Westmounters Julia and

Stephen Reitman. 
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514-934-1818
Now two locations to better serve you

1245 Greene Ave.
4 Westmount Square, suite 110

westmount1@royallepage.ca Chartered Real Estate Broker
Independently Owned & Operated Franchise of Royal LePage

Sign with Confidence

Detached mansion, soaring ceilings, moldings,
stained glass, wood floors, on the flat, near schools,

shopping & transportation. $2,275,000

Edythe Berman
514 935.4205

JULIE BÉDARD 514-934-1818

NEW ON THE MARKET – WESTMOUNT – 6 HUDSON
Magnificently renovated residence on desired cul-du-sac, fabulous kitchen, 4+ bedrooms,

central air, stunning details, many extras. $1,725,000

SPACIOUS SIX BEDROOMS – WESTMOUNT – 614 ARGYLE
Stunning stone semi with fabulous woodwork, recently renovated kitchen, 6 bedrooms,

3+2 bathrooms, 2 car garage. $1,295,000

PIED A TERRE – DOWNTOWN MTL
Spacious studio with views of the city

and river. $269,000

RENT OR BUY – 1267 ST MARC, MTL
Stone faced 3-storey Victorian w/possibility
of semi-commercial designation. $769,000

Downtown, Sherbrooke St. high floor, 3 bedroom
unit 2½ baths fabulous “view”. Wood floors, lots of

storage, garage, security. $1,595,000

Detached stone on a private road atop Westmount.
Mountain views. Large lot, patio, central air.

$3,250,000

Downtown – Drummond St. 2 bedroom, 2 bath
unit. Big balcony, air conditioned, freshly painted,

garage & 2nd parking spot. $359,000

SUSAN BUSCEMI
Affiliated Real Estate Agent

514.560.2331

69Clandeboye,Westmount–Fabulous Victorian stone -
front facing park, garden +2 car parking... $819 000

1455 Sherbrooke West, #2702, Prestigious Port
Royal, 2619 sq ft with river + city views... $1 398 000

380 Metcalfe Ave, Westmount – Impeccable
Victorian townhouse on the flat... $798 000

445 Claremont Ave, Westmount – Lovely Victorian
4 bedroom home, beautiful garden... $639 000

SOLD SOLD

Brigitte I. Burdman 514-934-7440

co-prop
SOLD

in 2 days
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5 MINUTE
SERVICE
• Personalized Service
• Luxury Cars at Regular
Rates on Request

• 100% guaranteed
Airport Reservations

• Pick-Up & Delivery

www.atlastaxi.qc.ca
24H

514933-6781 514482-3347

Outstanding Agents Outstanding Results®

RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC.
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER independently owned and operated

Offices on Greene and Monkland
to better serve you.

Earning more is good. Keeping more is better.

To learn more about achieving your 
retirement vision with RBC Funds, call today.

Paid for in part by RBC Asset Management Inc. Please read the prospectus before investing. There may be commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses associated with mutual 
fund investments. Mutual funds are not guaranteed; their values change frequently, and past performance may not be repeated. RBC Funds are offered by RBC Asset Management Inc. and distributed 
through authorized dealers. © RBC Asset Management Inc. 2008.  VPS47328

Willem Westenberg 
Vice-President and Investment Advisor
willem.westenberg@rbc.com

RBC Funds can help you get your money working as hard as you have.

4 Westmount Square, Suite 120 
Westmount, Québec   
H3Z 2S6 
Telephone: 514-874-6023Marsha Lloyd

Associate
marsha.lloyd@rbc.com www.westenberg.ca 

By David Price

The city removed a tree stump last
month on Prince Albert. That wouldn’t
normally be news, but this is no ordinary
stump.

As previously reported (“Who’s re-
sponsible for 172 ‘orphan’ sidewalk trees?”
October 7, 2008, p. 1), Prince Albert resi-
dent Nanette Neuwahl had extensive prob-
lems with the original maple tree (and
then its stump), which was located on city
property near her front steps.

The tree’s roots allegedly caused dam-
age to her drains and plumbing.

But that’s not the only problem.
Neuwahl believes that the city owned the
tree (and is responsible for damages);
while Westmount has contended that she
owned it, even if it was on its land.

Neuwahl’s report of a wasps’ nest in the
stump spurred the city into its removal
and she sees that decision as proof of the
city’s ownership.

The Independent asked city clerk Mario
Gerbeau: Did the city own the tree? “Yes,
[because] the tree was on city property.
Originally, it was our contention that it was
not our tree, because we did not plant it.
We have since found that position to be
unsustainable in this case.”

Neuwahl has sued the city for damages
twice. The first case was dismissed be-
cause the 15-day time period to sue a mu-
nicipality in Quebec had expired. The
second, for exemplary damages, is still
pending.

Neuwahl thinks she might still resusci-
tate the first case, since the city originally
disclaimed ownership, which led to a late
filing of the original lawsuit.

She mused, “I should go back to the
first case, for the simple reason that ex-
emplary damages are hard to get.”

Here’s a stumper

City removes remains of ‘orphan’ 
tree, but who owned it?

The former site of the former maple tree.

4259 Ste. Catherine W.
between Greene & Clarke

514 658-7214

Dominic

Besner,

one of

Canada’s

most

significant

and

prolific

new-wave

artists

Nanette Neuwahl taken with the stump near the
city sidewalk outside her home at 390 Prince
Albert in October 2008.
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ROOFING
• Shingles • Tar & Gravel • Slate
• Chimney Repairs & Rebuilt

• Brickwork • Pointing
• Sheet Metal Work • Skylight

• Renovations
Senior Citizen’s Discount

FREE ESTIMATES –
GUARANTEED WORK

LANSDOWNE
514-481-2430

Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treas-
ures into ready cash. International
buyer wants to purchase your antiques,
paintings, china, crystal, gold, silver-
ware, jewellery, rare books, sports,
movies, postcards, coins, stamps,
records. 514-501-9072.

Business Opportunities

NEED A SERIOUS PERSON to work from
home in the online marketing industry
and earn up to $10,000+ month. Apply
online at: www.mygptmoarketing.com.

Business Services

FOR ALL YOUR IT NEEDS – Nerd On Site
‘Your nerds are 100% local... though they
may call on expertise from nerds around
the globe’ 1-877-696-3737.

Career Training

MARITIME DRILLING SCHOOLS entry-
level training for land and offshore oil-
rigs. Excellent wages, benefits and op-
portunities to travel the world. Sept 14-
Oct 3/09. Oct 12- Oct 31/09. Contact: 1-
866-807-3960, www.mdslimited.ca.

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION TRAINING.
Learn from home or on-site! Work from
home or on-site! Financing may be
available. Contact CanScribe TODAY for
FREE information. 1-800-466-1535 or
info@canscribe.com.

Companions

Friends think you’re too picky? Can you
help it you just haven’t met the right
‘one’? Misty River Introductions under-
stands! Quebec’s largest, most suc-
cessful matchmaking agency is just a

call away! (514) 879-0573.
www.mistyriverintros.com.

Employment
Opportunities

DISCONNECTED? Need a cheap reli-
able phone service? Guaranteed best
reconnect rates! Calling features, long
distance and internet options.. Free
ADSL connection! Phone Factory Re-
connect 1-877-336-2274; www.phone-
factory.ca.

Financial Services

DEBT CONSOLIDATION PROGRAM.
Helping Canadians repay debts, reduce
or eliminate interest, regardless of your
credit. Steady Income? You may qualify
for instant help. Considering Bank-
ruptcy? Call 1-877-220-3328 FREE Con-
sultation Government Approved, BBB
Member.

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in
debt! Stop the harassment. Bankruptcy
might not be the answer. Together let’s
find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-
983-8700.

$500$LOAN SERVICE, by phone, no
credit refused, quick and easy, payable
over 6 or 12 installments. Toll Free: 1-
877-776-1660.

For Sale

The Quebec Community Newspapers
Association can place your ad into 26
weekly papers throughout Quebec –
just $160. Book 3 weeks within a 3
month period and receive the 4th week
free! One phone call does it all! Call

Marnie at QCNA 514-453-6300. Visit:
www.qcna.org.

A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE – Get your
first month free. Bad credit, don’t sweat
it. No deposits, no credit checks. Call
Freedom Phone Lines today toll free 1-
866-884-7464.

#1 high speed internet $18.95/month.
Absolutely no ports are blocked. Unlim-
ited downloading. Up to 5Mps down-
load and 800Kbps upload. Order today at
www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866-
281-3538.

SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00- Con-
vert your logs to valuable lumber with
your own Norwood portable band
sawmill. Log skidders also available.
www.norwoodsawmills.ca/400t – FREE
Information: 1-800-566-6899 Ext. 400 OT.

#1A STEEL BUILDING SALE! Save up to
60% on your new garage, shop, ware-
house, 6 colours available! 40-year war-
ranty! Free shipping first 20 callers! 
1-800-457-2206. www.crownsteelbuild-
ings.com.

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS durable, de-
pendable, pre-engineered, all-steel
structures. Custom made to suit your
needs and requirements. Factory direct
affordable prices. Call 1-800-668-8653
ext. 170 for free brochure.

HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price, Best
Quality. All Shapes & Colours Available.
Call 1-866-652-6837. www.thecover-
guy.ca.

A safe, proven ‘Restless Leg Syndrome’
and ‘Leg Cramps’ cure that always gives

you instant relief. www.allcalm.com 1-
800-765-8660.

STEEL BUILDING SALE!... priced to sell!
Canadian manufacturer. Quick delivery.
Final clearance. 25’x 40’ $5,990, 30’x40’
$6,900, 35’x50’ $9,750 40’x60’ $11,600,
48’x90’ $23,400 Ends optional. Others!1-
800-668-5422. Pioneer Steel Manufac-
turers.

Health

WANT TO LOSE weight and keep it off?
Herbal Magic can help. Results guar-
anteed. Call to get our limited time offer.
25% off. 1-800-926-4363.

Help Wanted

REMOVE YOUR RECORD: a Criminal
Record can follow you for life. Only PAR-
DON SERVICES CANADA has 20 years
experience. Guaranteeing record re-
moval. Call: 1-8-NOW-PARDON
(1-866-972-7366). www.RemoveYour-
Record.com.

VacancesTurknaz – need experienced
travel agents, uses Amadeus & Sabre
systems. Contact Ibrahim 514-830-7492.

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long term / short
term relationships, free calls! 1-877-297-
9883. Exchange voice messages, voice
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live adult ca-
sual conversations 1 on 1, 1-866-311-
9640, meet on chat lines. Local single
ladies 1-877-804-5381 (18+).

*PAST *PRESENT *FUTURE * #1 Psy-
chics! *1-877-478-4410* Credit Cards /
deposit or phone 1-900-783-3800 $3.19

min (18+). For a psychic NOW! Meet us
at: www.mysticalconnections.ca.

Real Estate

REPOSSESSED PRE-FAB HOMES! Save
50% ++! Canadian manufacturer’s USA
downturn order cancellations. Brand
new 1260sf pre-engineered package
originally $29,950, factory blowout liqui-
dation $14,975! Other sizes – sacrifice
prices! Green-R-Panel Building Sys-
tems: 1-800-871-7089. Immediate / fall /
spring 2010 delivery available!

Vacation/Travel

DISCOUNT TIMESHARES – 60-80% off
retail! Worldwide locations! Call for free
info pack! 1-800-731-8046 – www.holi-
daygroup.com/sc.

Rose Housekeeping Services provides
you with a complete staff of house-
keepers. We use biodegradable clean-
ing products. Our rates are $15 per hour.
Please call 514-481-7241.

LOST on de Maisonneuve & Victoria.
Snap open style black briefcase – per-
sonal papers August 27, 2009. Please
contact Richard Rochester 514-483-5030
or Cell 514 770-5030 email
drochester@chapman.ca

Multi-family garage sale; antiques,
clothes, collectibles, furniture, kitchen-
ware, sports equipment, toys, much
more, NO early birds. Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, 7:00 am-Noon 774, 776, 780
Upper Belmont Ave. 

Quebec Classifieds

Local Classifieds

By Lyzanne

With fall approaching,
it’s always nice to get
back to home and
hearth after a summer
of activities and holi-
days. 

With the children at
school and plans centred around the
home, it would be a wonderful time to
adopt a cat. 

A number of rescue groups have kit-
tens and older cats that would be perfect
for adoption right now. Please don’t hesi-
tate to contact the Montreal SPCA and
Gerdy’s Rescue for more information on

pets in need of a home. 
If you have a few moments, you could

speak to their representatives directly by
visiting the Underdog Club Gallery on Fri-
day, September 11 at 4922 Sherbrooke St.

Everyone will be around to help place
dogs at the gallery event, but they also have
many cats that need homes for in shelter
and foster care.

Please support the rescue groups by
contacting them directly or dropping by
the gallery to encourage them.

Your neighbour,
Lyzanne

Artwork by Laura S. Cohendet

9 Lives
Home by the hearth in the
fall...with your adopted cat

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount

for over 60 years
Specialized in renovations

for older homes
Generator installations

Fast and reliable service
Tel: 514-481-0125
5800 St. Jacques W.

Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

We all need electricity!

Electronic Independents
available

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!

Sign up by writing us:
indie@westmountindependent.com.



Despite rocky economic times, three
new businesses have cropped up in West-
mount’s Victoria Village – adding to the al-
ready wide array of specialty shops, offices
and boutiques that dot the bustling av-
enue.

Pretty Ballerinas

Since opening on August 29, Pretty Bal-
lerinas (392 Victoria Ave.), has been
packed with customers as the store’s
handcrafted shoes – a smash hit in Eu-
rope – are quickly becoming all the rage in
Westmount.

Be it ballet pumps or flats, Pretty Bal-
lerinas shoes are handcrafted, ethically-
sourced footwear produced in Minorca,
Spain by a family-run shoe manufacturer
called Mascaró Company.

Armed with rights to the North Amer-
ica market, a local couple is using West-
mount as a launching pad. Nicholas
Martire, president, and his wife Willa
Leus, vice president, were both raised in
Westmount and, after living in England
for a number of years, have returned to
their hometown to start the business.

The couple is aiming to open a store in
Toronto by next year before expanding to

the United States.
Already, shoes have been disappearing

from the shelves. With common sizes
going fast, there’s now a waiting list as
customers eagerly anticipate the next ship-
ment.

“Because they are handmade, there are
often limited sizes and colours,” Leus ex-
plained. “When you get a pair, there is

usually only a few with that specific style.”

Foot Solutions

“Better health for your feet,” is the
motto of Simon Bitton’s newly established
Foot Solutions that opened its 368 Victoria
Ave. doors on August 24.

Although the franchise has 20 locations
in Canada and more than 250 shops
worldwide, his will be the first Foot Solu-
tions on the island of Montreal. The store,
complete with an onsite laboratory and
full-time orthoprothesist, is equipped to
outfit clients with customized orthotic
footwear.

Mostly catering to people ages 45 and
up, all their shoes come with different
widths, sizes and styles to accommodate
custom-made, removable insoles that, Bit-
ton explained, can be specifically designed
to suit a client’s needs. Licensed to fill pre-
scriptions for pain-easing orthotic shoes,
the company uses various devices that
measure gait, weight distribution and foot
shape to determine the best fit for the cus-
tomer.

“As part of customer service, we offer a
free foot analysis,” Bitton said. “It takes
about 30 minutes. We then make recom-

mendations for the best custom or over-
the-counter orthodics and shoes for the
customer. Because we fabricate on site, we
can turn around the orthodics in three to
five days.”

L’Autre Choix Mini Marché

A young entrepreneur
is taking her love of local

Victoria Watch by Isaac Olson
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Simon Bitton, owner of Foot Solutions in his store
with Annie Grimard, the store's full-time
orthoprothesist.

Nicholas Martire, president of North America's
first Pretty Ballerinas and his wife and company
vice president, Willa Leus.

AU SERVICE DES COLLECTIONNEURS DEPUIS PLUS DE 50 ANS - ADVISING ART COLLECTORS FOR OVER 50 YEARS

12 au 26 septembre, 2009

Pour voir l’exposition, visitez le site www.klinkhoff.com

continued on p. 16



The following permits for exterior con-
struction, alterations and renovation were
approved by city council at the meeting Au-
gust 19.
176 Edgehill: to build a rear extension to

house an indoor swimming pool and
sunroom;

19 Severn: landscaping;
156 Metcalfe: to replace two rear windows;
53 de Lavigne: to rebuild the front balcony;
310 Grosvenor: to replace rear balcony door;
4854 Westmount: landscaping;
624 Belmont: to build a new front portico,

replace the door and rebuild stairs and
walkway;

453 Mount Stephen: to replace two win-
dows and a rear second-storey door;

368 Victoria: to install a sign for “Foot Solu-
tions”;

773 Upper Lansdowne: to replace windows;
631 Belmont: to replace windows and a

door;
7 St. George’s Place: to rebuild front stairs

in wood with metal railing;
742 Upper Belmont: to replace the storm

windows;
4291 Montrose: to replace the storm win-

dows;
102 Columbia: to replace the front base-

ment windows and one window at the
rear;

486 Strathcona: to replace the front door;
372 Roslyn: to replace rear second-storey

windows and door;
654 Victoria: rear landscaping;
62 & 66 Arlington: to build a new fence be-

tween the two properties and at the rear;
52 Roxborough: to replace the front door

and the rear patio door and install a light;
312 Metcalfe: to replace the windows;
426 Lansdowne: to replace the windows;
423 Claremont: to replace the front upper

storey windows and balcony door;
100 Abbott: to replace a rear patio door;
551 Roslyn: to replace the windows;
66 Chesterfield: to replace windows;
384 Lansdowne: to replace windows and

doors and modify rear ground-floor
openings.
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Building permits M What’s permitted

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Kitchens; Bathrooms;

Decks; Basements; ++++

514-463-4181
RBQ # 8341-9671-26

www.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/ctd

FALL 2009
Register now

NEW THIS FALL!
Limited space available

In collaboration with Emploi Québec, the Centre for Training &
Development at Dawson College is offering subsidized training to
eligible working participants* for the following courses:

For a complete listing of courses,
please visit our website.

*For further information on eligibility, please give us a call or visit our website.

HTML on Windows .......36 Hours

Adobe Illustrator ..........36 Hours

Adobe Flash ..................30 Hours

AutoCAd .......................45 Hours

AutoDesk Inventor .......40 Hours

Simply Accounting........45 Hours



Tuesday, September 8
Council meeting at city hall, 8 pm.

Thursday, September 10
• Public meeting on “A Sustainable West-
mount” at 7 pm, Victoria Hall, to discuss
sustainable development objectives and
priorities. Info: www.westmount.
org/sustainable. 
• The Gallery’s 10th anniversary exhibi-
tion. Continues through to October 3. See
p. 3 for details.

Friday, September 11
Opening reception for The Underdog

Club Gallery from 6 to 9 pm. All welcome.
Exhibition from September 11 to 27 at
4922 Sherbrooke St. (between Prince Al-
bert and Claremont) Info: 514.969.3376 or
fern@underdogclub.org. See p. 18.

Sunday, September 13
Strathcona Ave.’s street party to mark the
end of summer, 3 to 7 pm. Rain date will
be the following Sunday. 

Monday, September 14
• Indoor rinks for hockey and general skat-
ing will be open to the public at West-
mount arena.
• “Chocolate Tasting and Beyond”, a tast-
ing and lecture by nutritionist Yves Filion,
7 pm at Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom
(395 Elm Ave.) Fee: $15. Sign up in ad-
vance: 514.342.1234, ext. 7201.
• The Montreal Camera Club’s opening
meeting, 7:30 pm at Westmount Park
Church (4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd., cor-
ner Lansdowne, rear entrance). Info:
johnzimmerman@videotron.ca or visit
www.montrealcameraclub.com.
• Dramatis Personae, Westmount’s com-
munity theatre, holds its first meeting of
the season in the Lodge Room of Victoria
Hall, 8 pm.

Tuesday, September 15
• “Introduction to Judaism”, a 13-week
course open to community. Begins at 5:45
pm at Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom
(395 Elm Ave.) Fee for materials. Register:
514.937.3575.
• Westmount Healthy City presents Dr.
Terry-Nan Tannenbaum, chief of Health
Protection, Health and Social Services, city
of Montreal, on H1N1 (Swine Flu), 12:30
pm at Victoria Hall. Open to the public.

Wednesday, September 16
Author Mary Soderstrom leads the Atwa-
ter Book Club in a discussion of The
Reader by Bernhard Schlink. At Atwater Li-
brary Library (1200 Atwater), 7:30 to 9 pm.
Info: 514.935.7344.

Thursday, September 17
• Westmount Historical Association pres-
ents “The Turcot Interchange in West-
mount: Then and Now” with speakers
Brian Merrett, photographer; David Car-
ruthers, activist; Jason Prince urban plan-
ner. Westmount Library from 7 to 9 pm.
Free for members, $5 for non-members at
door. Info: 514.989.5510.
• Leonard Cohen You’re Our Man book
launch by the Foundation for Public Po-
etry at Westmount High School audito-
rium, 7 pm, to be attended by 15 local-area
poets. Raises funds for a new “Leonard
Cohen Poet-In-Residence” program to ho-
nour Cohen on his 75th birthday. Cost: $5
at the door. www.publicpoetry.word-
press.com.

Sunday, September 20
Theatre of Early Music: Daniel Taylor, 2
pm at Victoria Hall. Tickets available at
Victoria Hall during business hours or at
door on Sept. 20 Cost: $25 / $20 for sen-
iors. 514.989.5226.
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M.A.D. Catering
Food from my kitchen to your
table. Dinner parties, cocktail
parties, luncheons, microwave
dinners and more! Please call
514 586 1248 or visit the website

at www.madcatering.com

Cuisine Continental

4 Somerville, Westmount
(coin Victoria)

514 485-2502

Sharyn Scott on Consignment
Women’s and Men’s

Quality, gently used clothing,
shoes, handbags and jewellery

4925 Sherbrooke St. West (at Prince Albert)

(514) 484-6507
Certified Custom Framer on Site

318A Victoria Ave. • 514.369.2633

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West

Shop Westmount!
Tango Martini
Chinese Antiques & Collectibles

“Clearance Sale”
from 20% off ...
4500 St. Catherine St. W.,Westmount
514.937.6034
tangomartiniantiques.com

CENTRE VISUEL WESTMOUNT
4966 rue Sherbrooke O. 514.486.4703

Everything for your eyes

STANISLAV PONOMARENKO, optometrist
• Complete eye examination
• Glasses & contact lenses
• Large choice of frames
• Screening for eye diseases
• Glaucoma & cataract exams

We accept prescriptions

Since
1977

For info.on elōs hair removal
on all skin and hair color

www.lisaanella.com

TAO Restaurant
Fine Asian

Cuisine
Lunch Special from $6.95

514.369.1122
374 Victoria near Sherbrooke

4875A Sherbrooke St. W. (514) 488-0444

40% Off
Clothing & Shawls...

goods and specialty products to heart by
starting up a store that focuses on Quebec-
grown, organic produce and hard-to-find,
multi-ethnic goods.

With products and produce from both
near and afar, the L’Autre Choix Mini
Marché will host everything from organic
mushrooms and unbleached flour to Ko-
rean noodles and locally-grown vegetables,
said 25-year-old Clara Kwan, the store’s
founder. Located at 330A Victoria Ave.,
Kwan has been busy researching local
farmers and products in preparation for
her September 8 opening.

“I will be offering an alternative to box-
chain grocery stores,” Kwan said. “I grew
up going to farms every year and picking
my own food, knowing exactly where my
food comes from, eating healthy and eat-
ing organic. I try to bring in my products
directly from the farmers, rather than the
suppliers. That’s my goal: less storage
time – less middlemen.”

New shops on
Victoria Ave.

continued from p.14

Dresses.
322 Victoria Ave.(at de Maisonneuve)

514 369-4799
www.astripruggerdesign.com

Fig clothing Up to 50% Off

WE’VE MOVED!

5175B Sherbrooke West corner Marlowe
514-482-4702

Comin’ Up



kids aged 10-14 in 2008. So in ten years –
2018 – this cohort of 846 kids will between
10 to 14 years old. This is a huge drop in
numbers for children and really needs to
be evaluated.

Are we going to double the facilities for

two thirds of the present kid population at
a cost of $37 million?

Given the number of children declining
by one third, spending this much money
on a smaller cohort is foolish.

I think retrofitting the present arena-
pool is the way to go.

Merylyn Wilk, Sherbrooke St. 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE
Sellers: The Secret to Making Buyers ‘Belong’ in Your Home
It’s only natural for your home to reflect your personal style, but when it comes
time to sell, what makes a house a home becomes a major hindrance. Learn how
to depersonalize your home in order to obtain the best price.
Go Neutral: Unless your favorite color scheme is completely neutral, it’s time to
get out the paint and restore the color to something less noticeable. Eggshell, white
tones and beige are good options. Don’t forget the other senses – in addition to
color, make sure that the smell of your home is also neutral. Never assume that
what you find pleasant smelling will appeal to others. Instead, have your home
professionally cleaned using an enzymatic treatment that neutralizes all odors,
including heavy perfumes and deodorizers.
Minimize: Eliminate all unnecessary furniture, belongings and clutter as much as
possible prior to photographing and showing the home. Not only does it allow
people to see the property more clearly, but it helps break down the mental and
physical barrier separating buyers from seeing the house as their own.
Highlight the Home: Never showcase personal belongings – instead, highlight
the home itself. Tour the house room by room to discover the essence of each area.
Create a beautiful view, ambient lighting or other inviting scenario that attracts
visitors without overwhelming them. Eliminate distractions that identify the home
as belonging to you while allowing them to see themselves living in the house.

You can now blog us your ideas at MontrealHomeBlog.com
514-937-8383–info@mcguiganpepin.com–www.mcguiganpepin.com

Letters to the Editor...
continued from p. 4

will be in regional affairs. Before, there
was the Montreal Urban Community
(MUC), which had structured budgets and
fortnightly executive meetings, with sub-
urban mayors forming half of the deci-
sion-makers. That has been taken away
and replaced with the agglom.

“Now our energy is focused on vigi-
lance. We need to question Big Montreal’s
spending,” Marks warns. “It seems to take

up more time as we continually have to
meet to create new strategies to combat
Montreal’s attempts to spend our money.”

Another change that she expects the
new mayor would find is the need to de-
vote a lot of time to deal with the Quebec
government.

So, whoever gets the job in the end, it
will once again be more demanding than
the traditional idea of a part-time post.
Citizen activist Don Wedge’s email address

is dwedge@sympatico.ca

Changes awaiting new mayor
continued from p.5

From left, Westmounters Hannah Franklin, Gerald Guttman, Astri Thorvik (chair of the anniversary
committee), Robert Asch and Nina Spiegel at the September 3 vernissage of their artwork and the work
of fellow McGill Institute for Learning in Retirement (MILR) members.

MILR celebrates 20 years at McClure

Kathryn Osborne
deSIGn d’InTÉRIeuR Inc.

Monday – Friday: 
9:30 am – 5:30 pm

Saturday by
appointment only.

OK

Furniture tailored to your taste and budget
We custom-make sofas, love seats, armchairs
and o ttomans in your choice of our fabrics.

We have 20 years of home decorating
service specializing in slipcovers,
upholstery, draperies, bedspreads
and duvet covers.

1357 avenue Greene, 2e étage, Westmount, Québec  H3Z 2A5
Tél.: (514) 931-1357  •  Fax: (514) 931-0101  •  www.kathrynosbornedesign.com

So furnish your home
at Kathryn Osborne’s.

OSB OR NE &  LI T T LE

RoBeRT allen WAVERLY®

C O L E F A X
A N D  F O W L E R

®
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By Fern Breslaw

It can be hard to see the
beauty in rescue shelter
dogs; they usually sit row
after row in overcrowded
and ugly shelters. These
rescue organizations do

their best, but at the end of the day they
never manage to present their dogs in a
way that makes them desirable or brings
out the best in them.

The Underdog Club was designed to
help do what they can’t: to present and
package the most needy of these dogs so
that people can see how special and worth
saving they really are. After nearly three
years in operation, the club has partnered
up with Cossette Group and is taking this
challenge to the next level by launching a
gallery to help promote and share under-
dogs with everyone who loves them.

The Underdog Club Gallery will be a
gallery like no other – an interactive expe-
rience designed to educate Montrealers
about animal abandonment, raise funds
for local animal rescue organizations and
help hard-to-place dogs find homes. 

The gallery will feature a collection of
dogs both in pictures and in person for

people to view, play with, and, hopefully,
adopt.

The dogs selected for the gallery are the
real “Underdogs” – the older, uglier, less-
popular animals that are overlooked day
after day in local shelters. The goal of the
exhibit is to allow people to see something
beautiful in these needy animals that oth-
ers have missed, and, most importantly,
provide a creative and interactive way to
raise money and awareness and help them
find homes.

Gallery highlights

• A daily selection of four different dogs
available for adoption, provided by local
rescue organizations Sophie’s Dog Adop-
tion and Gerdy’s Rescues and Adoptions,
as well as by the Montreal SPCA.
• Fine art portraits of the Underdog Club’s
most memorable dogs, photographed by
local photographer Jamie Leblanc and
available for purchase (all funds will be do-
nated to the participating rescue organiza-
tions).
• A comprehensive resource library, in-
cluding information on the services of rep-
utable dog walkers, boarders and trainers
to educate and prepare potential dog own-
ers.

• A volunteer recruitment drive for people
interested in becoming involved with res-
cue organizations.

What’s more, the gallery will be staffed
entirely by community volunteers, includ-
ing students from area schools.

The Westmount community has gone
well beyond the call of duty to get the
gallery off the ground, proving just how
dog friendly this city is. Campbell’s Picture
Framing, Bark & Fitz, POW productions,
Ben & Tournesol, Leber & Fils and Na-
tional have all supported the project in a
truly remarkable way by printing, framing,
painting, promoting, and equiping the
gallery with everything needed to make
this show a success.

The Underdog Club Gallery runs from
September 11 to September 27, and will be
open on Tuesdays through Sundays, 11
am to 7 pm. A vernissage will be held on
September 11 from 6 to 9 pm. It will be lo-
cated at 4922 Sherbrooke St. Check out
www.underdogclub.org, on Facebook or by
calling 514.969.3376.

Children interested in volunteering at
the gallery are invited to contact us for a
chance to participate in this limited time
event.

Underdog

Underdog Club launches first gallery of its kind,
right here in Westmount’s Victoria Village

Do you want to give back?
Volunteer

At our foot care clinic in the
Queen Elizabeth Health Complex

2100 Marlowe Avenue
Tuesday OR Wednesday

8:30 – 12:30 am
OR 1:00 – 4:30 pm

Greet & make appointments, issue receipts
• 3.5 hours a week only

• assist Nurse with instrument prep
Information

514-866-6801 or email
info@novamontreal.com

Campbell Cohen Worsoff
Avocats

Barristers and Solicitors

ESTATE LITIGATION

WILLS AND ESTATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS

215 Redfern, suite 118
Westmount, QC H3Z 3L5
Tel: 514 937-9445 Fax 514 937-2580
mworsoff@canadavisa.com

FALL COLLECTION
has arrived!!

15% Off
with this ad.

5610 Monkland
Avenue

514 227-2195

PROFESSIONAL ITALIAN
CABINET MAKER
and harpsichord maker

A n t i q u e  r e s t o r a t i o n
specialized in design and custom made furniture
Call for appointment 514-739-8838

silvano.f.gatti@gmail.com
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DuringBefore

Two large spruce trees were cut down
on Argyle Ave. the week of August 24 with-
out a permit, city officials have confirmed.
A concerned neighbour said she ap-
proached the men working on the site who
refused to disclose their customer. 

The city’s director of Urban Planning,
Joanne Poirier told the Independent the
trees were cut down without the required
permit and that the owners had been is-
sued a statement of offence, which in-
cludes a fine.

By-laws state that a tree whose diame-

ter measures more than 0.5 feet at a height
of 4.5 feet above ground in the front yard
of private property requires that owners
apply for a certificate of authorization
from the city before it is cut down.

Last week, the owners applied for a per-
mit (which is required even after the deed
is done), and the city issued a certificate of
authorization, which requires that two
new trees be planted. 

The owners did not return the Indepen-
dent’s request for comment.

Poirier said the by-law was adopted in

Trees cut without a permit

2004 and is currently up for review. This was the second offence of this nature in West-
mount this summer.

Shave-a-thon raises $5,000 
for Canadian Cancer Society

In praise of their newly shaved heads, Nancy Burnstein and Brigitte Stanké are supported by fans on
August 26 at Salon Pierre Mon Coiffeur on St. Catherine. Pierre-Olivier joins them to their left. Back
row: Manon Lavoie, Carla Cimmino, Paola English, Josée Asselin and Carolina Ruano. Burnstein and
Stanké raised their objective of $5,000. Asselin, owner of Salon Pierre Mon Coiffeur said “It’s
wonderful that people have the guts to do this, and it’s for a good cause. Everyone knows someone who
has cancer.” The coiffeuse also said that it gives hope and sends the message that people can still be
beautiful without their hair, and that “hair is not everything.” 

sothebysrealty.com

Sunday ShowcaSe 2-4
739 upper Roslyn

JIll PRévoST, B.comm
affiliated real estate agent

514.915.1696
joanprevost.com

Joan PRévoST
affiliated real estate agent

514.591.0804
joanprevost.com



20 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 8-9, 2009

TANIA KALECHEFF
B.Arch. • Chartered Real Estate Agent

Selling fine homes in Westmount and adjacent areas

514-488-1049 • 514-933-6781
finehomes@kalecheff.com

www.kalecheff.com

DOWNTOWN $579,000
Unique architecture. Total luxury. Views. Stunning 2 bedrooms. Terrace. Security.

DOWNTOWN $1,200/M
Brand new gorgeous loft style condo
w/1 bedroom. Garage. Near metro.

WESTMOUNT $3,300/M
Beautiful furnished 2+1 bedroom upper.
Near Victoria Village. January occ.

WESTMOUNT $2,500/M
Stunning 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
lower. Exquisite renov. Near Greene.

DOWNTOWN $3,500/M
The city at your feet. Luxury 2 bed -
rooms, 2 bath. Garage. A1 location.

DOWNTOWN $339,000Rent $1,650/M
Unique 2 level apartment 2 bedrooms,
2½ bathrooms, fireplace.

DOWNTOWN $1,800/M
Sunny 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo
w/garage. Steps to McGill.

NEW

WESTMOUNT

JUST LISTED NEW

NEW JUST LISTED


