
two temporary building inspectors.
While the rising activity in 2008 was

driven by many major projects and addi-
tions, renovation work for the first quarter
of this year appears to be lagging behind
the same period last year by almost 6 per-
cent.

“It has picked up a bit recently but is
definitely slower,” Poirier confirmed. It
was not known whether or not a downturn
in the economy was responsible for the
emerging trend.

Last year’s all-time high construction
values were characterized by permits is-
sued in the home sector for the building
of three new houses at a total of $2.7 mil-
lion and for renovations and additions es-
timated at $37 million.

Of these, 13 underwent
work exceeding $500,000

By Laureen Sweeney

Construction and renovation activity
soared to new peaks in Westmount in
2008 when 974 building and plumbing
permits were issued by the city for work
conservatively estimated at $51 million.

This was 9 percent higher than the pre-
vious year’s $47 million. It also represents
a 70 percent increase over five years and
90 percent in the last decade. The num-
ber of permits last year jumped 12 percent
over the previous year and almost 21 per-
cent from 2004.

“The scope of the work is much larger
than it used to be,” said Urban Planning
director Joanne Poirier. Larger building
projects place more demands on the de-
partment for regular site inspections and
required the additional hiring last year of
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Building activity reached
new heights before slowing

continued on p. 16

Garneau supports Israel on its 61st

christina
miller

Affiliated Real Estate Agent

514.935.3337

1361, av. Greene,
Westmount
christinamiller@videotron.ca
www.christinamiller.ca

Courtier immobilier agréé
Entreprise indépendante et autonome

love where you live

By Laureen Sweeney

Westmount officials began reviewing
the city’s emergency measures plan for
epidemic preparedness last week as the
World Health Organization raised pan-
demic alert levels for H1N1 influenza
virus.

They also began interacting with Que-
bec health ministry authorities and island-
wide municipal officials through regular
conference calls organized by the Centre
de Sécurité Civile (CSC), part of the Mon-
treal agglomeration.

“Based on information we have re-
ceived, the virus seems to be relatively be-

nign in regions outside Mexico,” said Alan
Kulaga, the city’s Human Resources di-
rector.

While health care remains within
provincial jurisdiction, Westmount’s pre-
paredness plan calls for ensuring man-
agement procedures are in place, staffing
of municipal services can be maintained
during an emergency and that provisions
are in place to deal with widespread infec-
tion should the community be affected,
Kulaga said.

The coordination of actual patient care
as it might affect various medical clinics is
managed by the regional health network.

Marc Garneau, Liberal MP for the Westmount-Ville Marie riding, addressed a crowd of over 10,000 in
Dominion Square and Place du Canada, April 29, during a march to commemorate the 61st
anniversary of the creation of Israel. Garneau spoke to the flag-waving crowd about the need to support
the Middle Eastern country, saying “Israel’s struggle for peace and security is our struggle.” Inter-
national Trade Minister Stockwell Day also spoke. Photo: Robert J. Galbraith

i n f o @ m a r t i n r o u l e a u . c o m

5
14 933.9998

MR
agent immobilier affilié – groupe sutton centre ouest inc. courtier agréé – 514.933.5800
www.martinrouleau.com

Stuart Robertson is back! See p. 17 for
his column. This week: how to mulch!

I look forward to
listing your property.
Please call me.

RE/MAX Westmount inc.

514 933-6781
bunnyberke@yahoo.ca
www.bunnyberke.com

Bunny
Berke Affiliated

Real Estate
Agent

City reviews preparedness for flu epidemic
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A STAGED HOME IS A SOLD HOME!

LISTYOUR HOMEWITH US
AND RECEIVETHE JJ JACOBS

STAGED ADVANTAGE
Certified Staging

28 years of success
Why choose anyone else?

JJ Jacobs Realty Inc.
Chartered Real Estate Broker

514.817.7020

www.jjjrealty.com
info@jjjrealty.com

Brian Gans
Notary

Title Attorney

briangans@briangans.com

4060 St. Catherine West
Suite 620

Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z3

Tel: 514 488-9556
Fax: 514 488-4571

Graffiti overload
An “all-purpose” summer student for

the city’s Public Works department is
being asked to keep an special eye open for
new graffiti on public buildings. This is so
city crews can remove it as quickly as pos-
sible in the effort to address a mounting
increase in vandalism.

His primary function, however, is to
carry out traffic counts and assist the de-
partment in whatever needs to be done,
said interim department director Mari-
anne Zalzal. Similar work was undertaken
last summer.

City beefing up
sanitation checks

Plans are underway by the city to re-
cruit a full-time sanitation inspector to en-
force by-law violations dealing with
garbage, hygiene, the maintenance of me-
chanical ventilation systems in apartment
buildings and related matters.

The newly-created full-time position
was one that used to exist several years
ago. A part-time seasonal inspector com-
pleted his contract at the end of 2008 and
a building inspector has been handling his
tasks.

The full-time job is being ressurected
to address a growing number of com-
plaints.

Posting for inspector imminent

With the imminent posting of the posi-
tion, the inspector is expected to be hired
as soon as possible to be in place for the
start of the summer season, said Urban
Planning director Joanne Poirier.

Last year, the city’s Board of Inspections
carried out 7,718 inspections of various na-
tures, a 16 percent increase over 6,638 in
2007.

The inspections division currently in-
cludes four building and one plumbing in-
spector. Two temporary building
inspectors joined the team in 2008 as a re-
sult of the record number of permits.

A Prince Albert Ave. resident’s evening
was interrupted on April 30 by a passerby
ringing his doorbell to say that his front
lawn was on fire.

It turned out that a corner of the yard
was indeed emitting smoke.

“I’m guessing it was the wood chips-
fertilizer combo on the lawn that had been
ignited by a cigarette, but it wasn’t easy to
tell. The fire was smoldering under dirt.”

‘Surpringly resilient’

The man found the small blaze “sur-
prisingly resilient” even after two pitchers
of water had been poured onto it. He even-

tually soaked his whole front lawn with a
hose, which worked.

Fire department’s advice

The Montreal fire department’s press
spokesman said this kind of wood chip or
peat moss fire happens “quite often” and
that there is “no easy solution,” except
keeping the whole yard wet or moist.

If residents encounter a similar situa-
tion, the spokesman advised them to “use
a hose and, if they can’t control it or if it
risks spreading to a bush or building, to
call the fire department.”

Ding-dong: ‘Your lawn is on fire’Main Turcot
hearings start
May 11

The principal hearings on the proposed
Turcot reconstruction, organized by the
Bureau d’audiences publiques sur l’envi-
ronnement (BAPE), will begin onMonday,
May 11 at 7 pm. They will be held at the St.
Zotique recreation centre
(75 Sir Georges-Étienne continued on p. 4

Garden booklet
back on sale

A booklet called A Walking Tour of
Westmount Gardens is once again avail-
able at the library and the Community
Events office in Victoria Hall. The $4 cost
will go toward the production of a guide-
book to Westmount parks planned for
next year.

The walking tour features a number
of gardens in each of the city’s eight elec-
toral districts along with small descrip-
tions.

Since the booklet was produced at the
end of last summer when many gardens
were on the wane, it was considered
timely to reissue it again, said city horti-
culturist Claudette Savaria.

mariasantini@sympatico.ca

1 bedrm apt., open space, high ceilings, com-
pletely equipped, air conditioning, beautiful view!
Garage 1,115 sq. ft. $385,000

Extremely bright corner apartment. 2 bdrms, 2
baths, large living and dining room, garage, im-
peccable condition. 1,400 sq. ft. Asking $559,000

M a r i a
S a n t i n i

ROYAL LEPAGE WESTMOUNT
Chartered Real Estate Broker

514.939.9927
CELL 266.9927
FAX 939.5717

St-Henri
Rue du Canal

Westmount Traditional
Stone Mansion.

Recently Purchased $1,980,000

2Westmount Square #302
Vive la difference!
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By Heather Black

Consider the possibili-
ties. The arena’s textured
red-grey brick wall, broken
by a grey horizontal panel
of solar cells, crowns the
site. A majestic copper
structure frames the pool
entrance. Sunlight filter-
ing through the circular

grill, half-sculpture, half-roof, dances on
the pool’s surface. Children wrapped in
colourful beach towels skip up the steps,
while others cheer an impromptu game of
street hockey.

With Westmount’s arena/pool in the
planning stage, citizens – and city hall –
are considering various possibilities that
would meet expectations as well as the
rules of aesthetics.

Aesthetic criteria

The goal of architecture is to create
structures that invite usage. The design
must express the function of the building,
harmonize with surrounding structures
and be innovative. But there is also a lan-
guage of design that viewers intuitively
understand.

Circular forms are friendly and invit-
ing, while triangles are dynamic and rec-
tangles project stability. A new building
designed for recreational fun for all ages

warrants a welcoming façade. I would an-
ticipate circular forms like those found in
the next-door armoury or the neighbour-
ing entrance to Westmount Park Church.

I would also expect the building mate-
rials to harmonize with the neighbouring
buildings and apartments – a mix of brick,
sandstone or concrete. Often a planning
criterion, this practice promotes visual
continuity and neighbourhood identity.
Colour also speaks volumes, black or char-
coal grey is cool and monumental, earth
tones warm and inviting.

And I would anticipate something in-
novative and unique. In Quebec, art – as a
construction-cost percentage – must be in-
cluded in the building. But as murals are
fragile, I would envision a sculpture in-
corporated into the exterior design to en-
hance an entrance or roofline. In elegant
design, “form follows function” where
nothing is superfluous.

But design is first and foremost a prob-
lem-solving process to generate possibili-
ties. In this instance, the goal is to replace
a deteriorating structure with enhanced fa-
cilities. The preliminary drawings by
Lemay Associés – specialists in arena and
green design – indicate possible site op-
tions for a two-rink arena, an engineering
requirement for any design.

But plans for a two-arena structure have
citizens questioning various site options.
Does the second arena crowd de Maison-

At Second Glance

Arena/pool design:
more than aesthetics

neuve and the tennis courts? And if a de-
sign is chosen where Academy Rd. is
blocked, is it still easy for parents to drop
off a sandwich or forgotten gear, or casu-
ally look in on burgeoning swimmers and
skaters?

And as a second building raises con-
struction costs, is the architect’s two-rink
arena option – in their report at the li-
brary’s reference desk – the better solu-
tion? As the preliminary architectural
drawings provide choices that affect the
beauty of the park and neighbourhood,
now is the time for citizens to respond.
And then, the exterior design is yet to be
determined.

What’s next

City hall welcomes suggestions. To
view the various plans, visit the reference
desk at the Westmount Public Library. A
third information session on the
arena/pool proposal is scheduled for mid-
to late May.

The question is: Can the arena/pool de-
sign evolve to a winning concept – and
building – which citizens will view with
pride? The potential is there!

Heather Black is a
communication designer. Contact her:

blackheajea@gmail.com

It’s official: Atwater Library is historic

Approximately 45 people were at the
Atwater Library and Computer Centre on
May 1 to attend the unveiling of a “His-
toric Sites and Monuments” plaque from
Parks Canada. This attested to the insti-
tution’s importance as a centre for learn-
ing, aimed especially at workers and new
immigrants.

Representatives of four governments,
volunteers, donors and well-wishers con-
verged on the 1918 building at Atwater
and Tupper to offer congratulations.

Representing the Canadian govern-

ment, Senator David Angus, a former
Westmounter, called the ceremony “long
overdue.” The designation was acquired
by the former Mechanics’ Institute in
2005, but the unveiling has been delayed
at least once by an election.

In addition to those photographed
above, provincial legislator Jacques
Chagnon, Westmount city councillor Tom
Thompson and Richard Lord, a longtime
supporter of the library, were in atten-
dance.

From left: Senator David Angus, Outremont borough mayor Marie Cinq-Mars (representing
Montreal Mayor Gérald Tremblay), Westmount mayor Karin Marks and Hugh McGuire, president
of the Atwater Library.

Cartier Square in St. Henri). There will be
simultaneous translation and the audio
will be webcast through www.bape.gouv.
qc.ca.

The first phase, devoted to obtaining in-
formation from the proponents and ex-

perts, will last several days. The second
part for the public to present its views and
suggestions will begin on June 15 at the
same place.

The commission, which is made up of
Michel Germain, Jean-François Longré
and Anne-Marie Parent, must issue its re-
port by September 11.

continued from p.3

BAPE will provide info, then listen
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Cancer specialist Dr. Michael Pollak
was expecting a normal night out when he
attended the Canadian Cancer Society’s
Daffodil Ball eight years ago. Things
seemed to start badly, though, when he
found someone had taken his seat.

The interloper had made an honest
mistake. He was Prospect St. resident
Michael Polak, who practises law from his
office at Westmount Square.

“I’d had calls for another Michael Pol-
lak and knew he was a lawyer,” recalled Dr.
Pollak, “but it was the first time we’d met.”
Lawyer Polak had likewise heard of Dr.
Pollak.

The dispute over the seat must have
been resolved quickly because the two
Michaels and their wives were soon going
out to dinner regularly. “Michael and his
wife love going to exotic restaurants –
Brazilian, Peruvian, whatever – and my
wife Penny and I do too,” said Polak.

The two couples also often spend the
first night of Passover together, as they did
this year. The families are close. Indeed,

Polak says, “Michael’s kids are my other
family.”

Is there a family link going back to Eu-
rope? The men don’t know, but they do
share a history. It turns out that each had
a parent – Dr. Pollak’s father and Polak’s
mother – who had been interned by the
Nazis at the Theresienstadt concentration
camp, in what is now the Czech Republic.

The two parents, Celine Spier and
Bernard Pollak, never met. (Dr. Pollak’s fa-
ther survived that camp and the deadlier
Auschwitz, and immigrated to Canada,
but died before the two sons met.)

Polak soon had occasion to be thankful
for the chance meeting. “My wife Penny
was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2003,
and Michael was a part of the team treat-
ing her. He was very careful to point out
the potential pitfalls of having a friend as
a doctor, but we were extremely comfort-
able with having him on the case. I put my
faith in him totally.” Penny’s cancer is now
in remission.

With an obvious dedication to their re-

Michael Polak & Michael Pollak

One name, two spellings
and a shared story

From left, Dr. Michael Pollak and lawyer Michael Polak.

spective mothers (both men call their
mothers every day), were they planning on
doing something special for Mother’s
Day?

Dr. Pollak wasn’t so sure, “According to
my mother [Westmount resident Cather-
ine Pollak], Mother’s Day is rubbish. You
should be nice to your mother every day.

Mother’s Day should be for mothers, not
stationery companies.”

Polak says his mother has the same
idea.

So in the end, one “L” doesn’t seem to
have made much of a difference in their
lives.

NEWYORK | LONDON | PARIS | MONTREAL |TORONTO | LOSANGELES |VANCOUVER
1Westmount Square, Suite 446 Each office independently owned & operated | Courtier immobilier agréé

JOSEPH
MONTANARO
B.ARCH |AFFILIATED REAL ESTATE AGENT

514.660.3050
jmontanaro@sothebysrealty.ca

josephmontanaro.comOUTREMONT | RENOVATED 6 BDRM
79DUCHASTEL $1,649,000

DOWNTOWN | 1565-1569 DOCTEUR-PENFIELD OFFERED AT $2,700,000
THIS MAGNIFICENT 3 STOREY HOME IS ZONED FOR RESIDENTIAL AND/OR COMMERCIAL USE. IT IS SITED
ON A HUGE DOUBLE LOT MEASURING OVER 8200 SQ FT AND FEATURES 7 BEDROOMS AND ARCHITECTURAL
DETAILS RECALLING MONTREAL’S GLORIOUS PAST.TRULY AWE-INSPIRING,THIS RESIDENCE OFFERS ALL
THE OPULENCE OF AN ERA GONE BY.

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE | LE CHATEAU
1321 RUE SHERBROOKE $899,000

CÔTE-SAINT-LUC |GRAND FAMILY RESIDENCE
6553 CHOPIN $999,000

WESTMOUNT | STUNNING 4 BDRM
68ABERDEEN $1,599,000

Extraordinary homes.S killfully marketed.

ACCEPTED OFFERACCEPTED OFFER

sothebysrealty.com

RECENTLY PURCHASED

INTRODUCING | ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE

WESTMOUNT | 60 ABERDEEN OFFERED AT $1,279,000
DELIGHTFULLY RENOVATED 4+1 BDRM FAMILY RESIDENCE ON ONE OF WESTMOUNT’S FINEST STREETS.
CHARMING FAÇADE, ORIGINAL DETAILS, LARGE RENOVATED EAT-IN-KITCHEN, SUNNY TERRACE AND
LANDSCAPEDWEST FACING REAR YARD. THIS HOME IS COMPLETE WITH A FINISHED BASEMENT, MEDIA
ROOM FOR THE FAMILY AND PARKING FOR 2 CARS.

FEATURED LISTING

RECENTLY PURCHASED



6 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 5-6, 2009

High Risk Foot
Care Clinic

Do you have Diabetes,
foot pain, poor circulation?
If so, you have high risk feet

Our Nurse
Specialist can help

514 866-6801
Cost: $50 first, $45 follow up session

Queen Elizabeth Health Complex

Teen volunteers help
book sale top $11,000
By Laureen Sweeney

A team of 120 energetic teenage volun-
teers pitched in to help the Friends of the
Library raise more than $11,200 from the
semi-annual book sale for the Westmount
Public Library. It was the largest amount
ever raised at the spring event.

The teens carted up some 1,000 boxes
of books from the basement, cleaned the
shelves, and helped set up, make signs
and manage various sections during the
April 25 and 26 weekend sale.

“We’re team dependent and couldn’t
have grown so much without them,” said
Lee Taylor, who organized the event with
Carolyn O’Neill.

This year’s spring sale far exceeded last
spring’s total of $9,847 and nudged close
to the typically higher fall proceeds, which
exceeded $11,600 last year.

The latest results more than doubled
the $4,936 raised by the spring event in
2003.

Most of “the kids,” as Taylor called
them, came through the cooperation of
their schools including LCC, ECS, The

Study, Trafalgar, St. Léon and École Inter-
nationale. Other volunteers were regular
library users. All were credited with com-
munity service hours.

The students provided much-needed
muscle power. Those working the Friday
night shift to prepare for the sale were
treated to pizza to sustain their energy.

“They gave the event a real community
atmosphere,” Taylor said, an observation
also noted by library director Ann Moffat.

“What I liked was the way they inter-
acted with the many adult volunteers and
citizens at the sale,” Moffat said. “It really
added something. We’ve always had
teenagers but never so many.” She also en-
joyed hearing them discuss books – ones
they remembered as children, books they
read in school or ones they chose not to
finish.

The adult volunteers included four
newcomers to Canada from Russia, China
and Iran – students from the High School
of Montreal’s Adult Centre where Taylor
teaches basic English. “It was their initia-
tion to community work in Canada, and
they loved it.”

Many teenage volunteers pitched in to make this year’s spring book sale a record success. Last year,
Friends of Library donated $22,000 to the library, most of which came from the sales.

Foot Clinic
WESTMOUNT MEDICAL BUILDING
Isaac Benalloun, podologue

20 years experience
Foot care specialist

• Children, adults and diabetics
• Ingrown nail prevention
• Nail fungus
• Trim and filing of nails
• Odor elimination
• Plantar ortheses service by appointment

5025 Sherbrooke West, Suite 565
Westmount, Quebec H4A 1S9
514.940.0555 • 514.244.4468

The clinic will open its doors
Monday April 20th, 2009
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GINETTE &
JEFF STEELE

1450 829-3852
Happily in service since 1979

MILKMAN
Home Delivery

Lactancia & Liberté

No customer
too small!

Letters to the Editor
Give pit bulls a break

I read the letter (April 28, p. 4) con-
cerning the granddaughter who had res-
cued the white pit bull puppy, and I
dropped the paper into my lap, totally ex-
asperated. The writer, RenaWatson, states
that theWestmount Independent acted irre-
sponsibly in printing the original, for-
adoption article. Give me a break!

I had seen the photo and sad story con-
cerning Deuce, and though being a long-
time cat lover, my heart went out to this
poor puppy and how he had suffered.

Living in an apartment building where
I do not have the right to own a dog, I can
tell you that I spent several sleepless
nights trying to figure out how I could
smuggle Deuce into my place to care for
him.

Fern Breslaw’s comment on how these
dogs are sadly placed with irresponsible
owners is exactly right. If you teach a
puppy, right from the start, that there is
love, patience, guidance and kindness
from a “master,” an extremely large per-
centage of these dog attacks would not
occur.

I also ask “Why not start punishing, for
example, ‘fierce’ looking German shep-
herds, which sometimes look like they
could take your head off in a heartbeat?”

My reply to Rena Watson: Remove the
dog immediately from the arms of her
granddaughter before she falls any more
in love with the puppy, and hand the dog
over to one of the agencies that can place
the animal with someone who can really
love him for what he is, and not for what
his breed makes him out to be.

Maybe then, Mrs. Watson, a dog like
poor Deuce can hold his head up smiling
in a photo. Life was just that bad, and in
his poor little mind, it was obvious that he
was not worth loving.

Once the little white pit bull puppy is

removed from the Watson household, the
family can once again stand “responsible”
(in their minds) to their family, neigh-
bours and friends.

I pray that Deuce finds the home he de-
serves.

Debby Racicot
39th Avenue, Lachine

Westmount Y’s pool over-,
not under-, taxed

I’m writing in response to Mayor Karin
Marks’ comment that the YMCA pool is
underused (“‘Start all over again’ on
arena/pool plan”, Independent, April 28, p.
9).

I invite the mayor to look over the
schedule of activities at the Y pool. It is
solidly in use from 6:20 am (with a Mas-
ters team practice) until 10 pm.

A visit with the maintenance staff at the
Y would enlighten how hard they work to
ensure good water and air quality in an
over-taxed facility.

The kids’ swim team has to send some
of its swimmers to another pool for more
than 6 hours of practice every week. The
Westmount Y Masters swim team, com-
prising 120 swimmers, has three separate
time slots for practices. These provincial
champions are always looking for more
practice time.

The Y does its best to accommodate as
many swimmers as possible. However, its
pool is small. To maximize usage, lane
ropes are placed close together to create
five lanes in a four-lane pool.

Swimming and all types of water fit-
ness are beneficial activities that attract
people across all levels of our community.

The city currently has an outdoor pool
that is only in use for a maximum of three
and a half months a year. Why are we not
trying to accommodate a pool that would
be used 12 months of the year in this new

Bring back the joy in your life!

Psychotherapy
and
Personal
Coaching
(Multi-lingual)

Karine Peel
Helping clients with Depression,
Anxiety, Relationship Problems,

Sleeping Disorders, etc.

Toll free 1-877-737-7335
www.karinepeel.com

recreation centre?
The fact that the Y has a pool has al-

lowed the city of Westmount to get away
without an indoor community pool. For an
hour and a half on Sundays, all West-
mounters can enjoy open swim at the Y.
That’s it!

Now is the time to revisit the placement

of buildings, the dog run etc, and include
an indoor pool in the new facility.

Rosalind Davis, President,
Westmount YMCA
Masters Swim Team
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Please call Geoffrey or Jamie Heward
for an evaluation of your portfolio needs.
Tel: 514-985-5757 e-mail: heward@heward.com
2115 rue de la Montagne Montréal, Québec H3G 1Z8 www.heward.com

Sound investment management should provide safety of capital and
a long-term rate of return. As an investor have you been achieving this?
CFG Heward Investment Management Ltd. has offered investment management services and
financial advice to private investors, family trusts, estates, and charitable foundations since 1981.

We strive to preserve and grow our clients’ investments with a conservative and disciplined approach.

Meighens at the Atwater
Mezzo-soprano
Emilie Ellis, a
Westmounter and
Marianopolis College
student, centre, is
congratulated by
schoolmates
Alexandra Hamel,
left, and Westmounter
Oriana Pizzingrilli,
after the ArtsFest
Concert at
Marianopolis,
April 24. Photo: Owen Egan

Marianopolis’ mezzo-soprano

A unique insight of how political life af-
fects families was shared with an Atwater
Library audience on April 30.

Senator Michael Meighen, a former
Westmounter who now lives in Ontario,
and his son Hugh, who resides in West-
mount and just graduated from McGill
law, addressed about 50 attendees.

Michael Meighen, the grandson of for-
mer Canadian prime minister Arthur
Meighen, was an advisor and fundraiser
for former prime minister Brian Mul-
roney, who appointed him to the senate in
1990.

Meighen described life with his grand-

father, the ninth Canadian primeminister.
“I remember when I was 14 or 15, we
would visit with my grandfather in
Toronto. He and I would walk to his office
together,” said the senator. “My grandfa-
ther would always ask me the same two
questions. What was I studying in Shake-
speare and ‘How’s your French?’”

Michael is the third generation of
Meighens to have served on the board of
directors of theWestmount Conservatives.
He ran in both the 1972 and 1974 federal
elections in Westmount but failed to win
the seat.

From left, Senator Michael Meighen and his son Hugh. Photo: Robert J. Galbraith

christina miller 514.935.3337
Affiliated Real Estate Agent

for more details: www.christinamiller.ca
love where you live

Featured Property: Super spacious home on terrifc street
1 Hudson

Don’t miss this excellent home
with 5+2 bedrooms, 3+1

bathrooms, nice garden, air
conditioning, new roof,

spectacular dining room, large
kitchen and more. Come live
where memories are made!

$1,500,000
Remarkable Revenue

Just Listed

378 – 280 Clarke
Asking $1,625,000

Stately Stone Home

3249 Cedar
Asking $1,350,000

Family-Friendly Fit

305 Grosvenor
Asking $799,000 / $4300/month

Amazing Apartment

4660 Bonavista
Asking $639,000

Value in the Village

500 Prince Albert
Asking $839,000

Terrific Townhouse

481 Argyle
Asking $829,000
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TheWestmount Independent turns two in May.

We have made great strides since that first edition: in page count, by
becoming weekly and in scope of coverage. We’ve also added a lot of
advertisers, which is great for the health of the project. Advertising is the
paper’s only source of revenue. One of the things that advertisers like is
that Westmounters read our paper – and we’ve shown them your letters
to prove it.

If you like what we’re doing and want to help, can you take a moment to
send us a letter for publication saying so? It can be one line long or
several. We will also put your name on our birthday “Best Wishes” list.

We’d love to hear from you – even if we’ve already done so in the past.

Letters should be sent to indie@westmountindependent.com
or 310 Victoria #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9.
Please include your street name for publication.

We’re turning Two
And still need you.
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ThreeWestmounters – Geneviève Kelly,
Patrice Perron and Rosemary McMahon –
are just back from the Congo, where they
were taking a gift of 32 laptops to young
entrepreneurs and Westmount soccer jer-
seys to even younger soccer players.

The soccer uniforms were donated with
the help of Westmount Sports and Recre-
ation, which put out a box for donations.

“We want to thank Sports and Rec, and
hopefully inspire others to do the same
kind of trip. It is not that difficult,” said
McMahon.

The effort was organized by marketing
firm Kelly & Co., where Kelly and Perron
are the principals. Three quarters of the of-
fice, including McMahon, went to the
Congo (formerly Zaire and the Belgian
Congo) in March to present the gifts. It is
the second such visit by the company, fol-
lowing one to Rwanda in 2008.

Although the main purpose of the trip
was to present the laptops, “It was the jer-
seys that made the moment.”

Upon arrival at the school, the Canadi-
ans were enthusiastically received by soc-
cer-mad students and an impromptu
game broke out as soon as the shirts were
presented – adults included. “Their soccer
fields are not like ours,” said McMahon.
“They are uneven, and there is dirt and
sand and tree stumps, but everyone played
terrifically.”

The children watching the game would
run onto the field after each goal, some-
thing that the Canadians had not expected
and that made a strong impression.

McMahon is keen to help others who
might want to organize a similar trip. She
can be reached at rosemary@kellyet
cie.com, and a website about their time
there can be found at www.afrik.ca.

Is another trip in the works for 2010?
“Absolutely.”

This is the third time that the Independent
has written about Westmount soccer

uniforms in Africa. See also March 10,
2009, p. 1 and September 9, 2008, p. 1.

More jerseys to Africa

Students in the Congo sporting their new Westmount jerseys. The serious attitudes are a result of their
pride in posing like “real soccer players,” explained trip participant Rosemary McMahon.
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(514) 933-6781
bunnyberke@yahoo.ca – www.bunnyberke.com

*2006, 2007, 2008

RE/MAX Westmount inc.
1330 Greene Avenue
Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2B1

BunnyBerke
Affiliated Real Estate Agent / Agent immobilier affilié
Hall of Fame, Platinum Club* /English · French · Spanish

401 Côte St. Antoine – Westmount
$1,849,000

Bunny says: I now have a large number of
families looking in the range of $1,750,000 –

$2,200,000, for homes with 3 floors,
minimum of 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,

garden & 2 car garage.

57 Columbia – Westmount
$659,000

If you are looking for
a wonderful starter home,
this property could be yours!

4361 Decarie #304 – Westmount Adj.
$528,000

Bunny says: Many of my clients are downsizing;
is your condo at least 1,700 square feet and

in updated condition??

137 St. Pierre #212 – Old Montreal
$359,000

Looking to sell your first condo??

3495 du Musée #101 – Downtown
$949,000

The best condo deal in the city.

365 Dobie – TMR
$1,095,000

If you would like a 3 bedroom, with a
possibility of adding 2 more bedrooms in
a totally renovated home with a pool, come

to visit us on Mother’s Day.

434 Metcalfe – Westmount
$900,000

Bunny says: If you have a home that you have
loved for many years and not done any renova-
tions in, I would like to know about your prop-
erty; I have a large number of clients who are
looking to renovate a house with “good bones.”

55 Covey Hill Road – Hemmingford
$1,250,000

Bunny says: Do you have a “hobby farm”
you would like to sell?

642 Belmont – Westmount
$1,795,000

Bunny says: Now seeking a home with
4 + 1 bedrooms – finished basement,
2 car garage, garden on Belmont.

440-454 du Champ deMars – Old Montreal
$1,250,000

Revenue property
Bunny says: I have many clients looking

for revenue properties.
Please call to list yours.

SOLD
SOLD

JU
ST

LIS
TED

JU
ST

LIS
TED

SOLD
COND.

SOLD

COND.

SOLD

MOTIVA
TED

COND.

SOLD

OPEN

HOUSE
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Bought & Sold: Real estate transferred since March 30

Address Price Evaluation Buyer Seller Date

754 Upper Lansdowne Ave. $1 $974,700 Doris Bradbury Paul Beauchemin 22-Apr

399 Clarke Ave. Apt. 3c $210,000 $176,100 Jonathan Kaplansky Lorraine Gratton 17-Apr

2 Prospect St. $400,000 $521,400 Gregory Barlow & Lisa Angeloni Chrystelle Armstead 9-Apr

77 Stayner St. $640,000 $558,400 James Gleason & Jocelyn Andrews Marie José Legault 31-Mar

412 Metcalfe Ave. $772,500 $688,700 Robbert Van De Griendt Rachel Goldman 20-Apr

631 Roslyn Ave. $1,027,500 $1,030,800 Claude Simard & Katia Renaud Armand Des Rosiers & Brigitte Fortier 30-Mar

110 Upper Bellevue Ave. $1,795,000 $1,169,700 Kim Mendelson Barbara Socolow & Jack Rosenthal 15-Apr

MARIE-LAURE GUILLARD & CARMEN BERLIE
514-933-5800

Sutton Centre-Ouest Westmount

WESTMOUNT Adj.
Special jewel!
Detached family home with pool
size garden! Renovated with
taste & quality. Open style
kitchen. Ground floor family
room, 4 bdrms, 3½ baths –
finished basement, garage
$$994499,,000000

Homes featured on p.23
Ron Benveniste & Esti Jedeikin

Joyce Faughnan
Lucette Hivon
Tania Kalecheff

1330 Greene Avenue
Westmount

514933-6781

5673 Monkland Avenue
N.D.G.

514482-3347
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER
independently owned and operated

RE/MAX
WESTMOUNT

INC.
Outstanding Agents

Outstanding Results®

At least one Westmount real estate
agent’s signs were recently “tagged” with
graffiti. While Westmounters have noticed
an increase in the practice throughout the
city, for-sale signs have largely been ex-
empt – until now. A frustrated Tania
Kalecheff, whose signs have been targeted
for the first time in a 28-year career, told
the Independent, “There are more mean-
ingful ways of leaving your mark in the
world than doing something to people
who do not even know you and have not
done anything to you – in this case, me
and the homeowner.”

Tagging comes to real estate

Name: Member since:

McGuigan Pepin Inc. October 1, 2006

Joan & Jill Prévost June 20, 2007

Brian Dutch September 5, 2007

Marie Sicotte March 19, 2008

Christina Miller April 16, 2008

Bunny Berke May 20, 2008

Joyce Faughnan August 26, 2008

Christopher Gardiner August 26, 2008

Tania Kalecheff September 9, 2008

Martin Rouleau December 2, 2008

9234 5678 9012 3456



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 5-6, 2009 – 13

www.64fordencr.com
By the Park! A rare feel-good opportunity in a fabulous
location! This elegant, detached 3-storey Stone Home is a
perfect blend of comfortable family living and stunning
architecture; Classic beams, leaded windows, lovely gr. flr den
w/ fireplace; 4+ bedrooms, 2-car garage, secluded garden,
patio. Gorgeous finished basement. Asking $3,290,000
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ROSEMOUNT CRES.
Wake-up with energy and vitality! There’s nothing dreary about
this gorgeous sun-filled detached stone home with lovely
views. Exquisitely renovated, superbly located. Central air, new
windows, garden, level garage + 2 parking. The perfect house
designed for today’s needs. No wasted space! A must see!

Asking $1,395,000

W
E

S
TM

O
U

N
T

W
E

S
TM

O
U

N
T

STRATHEARN NORTH AVE.
Classic Brick Cottage, 3 storey, semi-detached. Fixer-upper,
original woodwork, mostly newer windows. Good location and
western exposure. The sale is made without any legal warranty
of quality, at the buyer’s risk. Asking $389,000
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CÔTE-DES-NEIGES CH.
Unique former Coach House on 3 levels, wood flrs, skylight.
Charming bed-sitting room on top flr., ensuite, open main flr.,
kitchen in bsmt. Well-situated singles pad or cozy couples-
steps to Sherbrooke, metro, hospitals, bistros. Also for rent
$2,200/mo. Asking $325,000
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HEATH RD.
This picture perfect det. house is a young family’s dream. W/
its stone and wood façade it boasts every modern con -
venience and is timelessly reno. w/ refined taste. Easily acc.
to every mode of transp. 28ft. master bdrm/sitting room w
ensuite granite bthrm. Other feat. incl. a/c, two car tandem
garage, 2 more bthrms, a huge vestibule, a ground flr pwdrm,
a fini. basement and a lovely garden.. Asking $825,000
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MELBOURNE AVE.
This superb 4 bedroom detached home is waiting for you! The
unparalleled charm of this enchanting turn of the century
property located adjacent to Westmount Park on a quiet avenue
is a must see. The Queen Anne style architecture and overall
spaciousness of the interior will captivate you. Delight in its ex-
terior features: deck, garden & parking. Asking $1,445,000
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ROSLYN AVE.
Detached brick COACH HOUSE set amongst the grand
residences on Roslyn ave. 3 bedrooms plus, 3 full bathrooms,
great living room plus fireplace. Parking, garden & potential!
Very unique property. Asking $825,000

DES PINS W. AVE.
Luxury furnished summer rental in the heart of Montreal.
Gorgeous double unit, 2 bdrm, 2 bthrm condo. Well located in
walking distance to 2 main hospitals, 3 universities, St Laurent
blvd, park Mont-Royal. High ceilings, hardwood floors, and tall
windows. Large living room + den, with a double sided wood
burning fireplace. Asking $4,500/mo

LE
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A
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NEWLISTING

DU CANAL ST.
Loft studio, in the Corticelli, close to Downtown & Old
Montreal, next to canal and bicycle path. Perfect pied à terre
– wood floors, big windows, renovated bath, large kitchen
overlooking interior garden, open living/dining/bedroom area
and Murphy bed, soundproof. Easy parking. Below municipal
evaluation. Asking $199,000

SOLD



Monday, May 11
• St. James Literary Society annual dinner
with speaker Senator Hugh Segal. The
McGill Faculty Club (3450 McTavish
St.), starting at 6 pm. $65 for 4-course
meal and glass of wine. Reserve: 514.
484.0146.

• Monday, May 11, and continuing: BAPE
commissioners and the public question
the proponents and experts on the Tur-
cot Complex renewal plans. 7 pm at St.
Zotique recreation centre (75 Sir

Georges-Étienne Cartier Square, St.
Henri) and in audio at www. bape. gouv.
qc.ca. Continues daily depending on de-
mands of public and the commission-
ers.

• Benefit concert for Project Chance fea-
turing Women Making Music and the
McGill Choral Society, 7:30 pm at St.
Matthias Church. Project Chance is a
non-profit that helps support young sin-
gle mothers pursuing post secondary ed-
ucation by providing access to safe,
low-cost housing, parenting and per-
sonal development programs, and after-
school programs for their children.
Tickets: $20. Info: Westmounter Cherry
Richards, foundation president. 514.
934.6199.

Tuesday, May 12
In the City provides enriching programs
for Montreal’s 50+ community. The
spring program features Judge Andrée
Ruffo who advocates for children’s rights
and Twinkle Rudberg, founder of Leave
Out ViolencE (LOVE.) Starts at 7 pm at
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom. Tickets:
$10. Register: Stefani Novick 514.342.1234,
#7201.

Wednesday, May 13
Centre Greene’s last Senior’s Luncheon
(roast beef) before the autumn at 12:15
pm. Three-course, home-cooked meal,
served in a friendly environment. $5.
514.931.6202.

Thursday, May 14
Professor Graeme Morton, Scottish Stud-
ies Foundation Chair at the University of
Guelph, gives a talk on a new book about
Scottish diaspora groups, including the St.
Andrew’s Society of Montreal. 12:30 pm at
the Atwater Library. Free.

Wednesday, May 20
• Perennial Plant Exchange from 4:30 to
8 pm at the arena. Drop-off and voucher

Comin’ Up...
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Trafalgar School for Girls
proudly presents:

3495 Simpson (corner Dr. Penfield)
Performances: May 7 & 8, 7:00 p.m. May 9, Matinee, 2:00 p.m.

Tickets (available in advance or at the door)
Adults: $12 � Students: $5 � Children Under 5: Free

Tel: (514) 935-2644

Always On
Always on at the Westmount Y: Tuesdays
and Thursdays – Seniors’ Arthritic Aquafit
& Open Swim from 1:15 to 2:15 pm, fol-
lowed by a Senior Social (tea, coffee,
snack) from 2 to 3:30 pm. Get together to
chat, play cards. Annual membership is
$6. Note that there are two-week breaks in
the summer and winter. For people 60
years and older. 514.931.6770.
Harmonia Westmount, conducted by
Fredericka Petit-Homme, is an amateur
women’s choir that sings in diverse styles
and languages. It meets every Tuesday, 7
to 9:15 pm, from September to June. Next
concert is Saturday, June 6 at Mountain-
side United Church. For more informa-
tion or auditions: harmonia westmount @

gmail.com.
Always on at the Running Room (514.
483.4495 / westmount@running room. 
com): Wednesdays – Free Run/Walk Club
at 6 pm and Sundays at 8:30 am. The
group leaves from the store (4873 Sher-
brooke St., corner Prince Albert.) Free, and
open to all. 
Always on at Centre Greene (514.931.6202
/ www.centregreene.org): Tuesdays and
Thursdays – Tumbling Tots playgroup,
9:30 to 11 am. $3.50/child per morning.
Info:514.931.6202. Wednesdays – Tai Chi-
based Movement and Stretch, 11 am to 12
pm. Thursdays – Ballroom dance classes
for people with Parkinson’s, 2 pm. Info or
register: Ellen Rubin 514.484.2016.

distribution from 4:30 to 6 pm (maxi-
mum 6 coupons per variety); exchange
(vouchers only): 6 to 7 pm; sale 7 to 8
pm. Info: www. westmount. org / Com-
munity Events 514.989.5226.

• Special council meeting at 12 pm in the
council chamber. 

Thursday, May 21
“The city of Westmount: Becoming a city
100 years ago” with speakers Caroline
Breslaw and Ruth Allan Rigby. From 7 to 9
pm at the Westmount Public Library. Ad-
mission free for Westmount Historial As-
sociation members; non-members $5 at
door. 514.932.6688.
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led by the ongoing expansion and renova-
tion project at the heritage home of
Stephen Bronfman, 15 Belvedere Rd. Per-
mits issued for this work in 2008 included
$5.5 million of construction and $1 million
for plumbing. This was in addition to $7
million in permits the year before.

In other building sectors, a total of $1.7
million concerned work in apartment
buildings. Commercial buildings ac-
counted for $6.4 million of the total work.
This included $1.5 million in office reno-
vations at 376 Victoria and more than $1.5
for Alexis Nihon Plaza.

As well, $3 million in renovation was
undertaken at institutional buildings high-

lighted by $1.7 million of work at St. Mar-
garet’s residence on Hillside Ave., and
$700,000 at Westmount High School for
window work.

Construction values increased

Interestingly, while construction values
have increased 90 percent over a 10-year
period from $26.8 million in 1999, the
big leap has come in the last five years. A
steady upward curve since 2004 depicts
the jump in values from $30 million to $51
million in 2008.

Poirier attributes this to a rise in con-
struction costs as well as the characteristic
trend toward enlarging living spaces,
through expansion of the building enve-
lope, underground areas and conversion

of attics to habitable space.
While 2009 began with smaller than

usual building projects in homes, the
trend seems to be continuing. Poirier
notes, however, that a number of proposed
projects and plans are under review at this
time.

A total of 136 permits were issued in
January, February and March this year, re-
flecting renovation values of $8.5 million.
These include $4.4 million in single fam-
ily dwellings and $2.2 million in apart-
ment buildings.

Last year, the same number of renova-
tion permits were issued for the first quar-
ter in the amount of $9 million. But these
were largely made up of work in dwellings
($7.8 million).
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Home renovations dominate
continued from p.1

Traf brings Grease to the stage

Westmounters who will be performing in Trafalgar School for Girls’ production of Grease on May 7, 8
and 9 include, from left, Emily MacGowan (playing Frenchy), Clara MacGaughey (dancer), Sasha
Van Frank-Adler (Eugene), Beatrice Scharf-Pierzchala (Doody), Olivia Houston (chorus) and
Victoria Schouela (dancer). Though the rock ’n’ roll show has had two Broadway revivals since the
original film in 1978, Sandy, Danny and the gang from the fictional Rydell High will be jiving at Traf
(3495 Simpson St.) for only two nights and a matinee.

Charity, school benefit from fundraiser

From left: Cara Woodruff, Selwyn House School English teacher, and Evi Pachis, French teacher, talk
with headmaster Hal Hannaford during the annual SHS fundraiser held at the Time Supper Club on
April 29. Dressed to match the vintage theme, Hannaford, who was auctioneer that evening, is holding
the gavel that, over the years, has earned over $28 million for the school.

By Isaac Olson

From the tasting of premium wine and
aged Scotch to a live auction and late-night
dancing, Selwyn House School played
host to its annual fundraising extrava-
ganza on April 29, raising money for both
the school and charity.

Set to a vintage theme and held at the
Time Supper Club in Montreal, the spring-
time fundraiser brought in approximately
$20,000 after expenses. While most of the
proceeds went to the Selwyn House Cen-
tennial Endowment Fund, 10 percent of
the money raised was donated to Centre
de répit Philou – a Montreal-based, non-
profit respite centre that offers parents of
disabled children one day or more of
much-needed rest.

Colourfully dressed to match the vin-
tage theme and using his experienced
gavel, the fast-talking headmaster Hal
Hannaford was, like last year, the
evening’s auctioneer.

“I love these casual social events,” said
Hannaford. “The fundraising for the

school is great, but I also love that a local
charity benefits as well.”



By Stuart Robertson

It’s amazing how over
the summer, the mulch
you spread in the previous
spring breaks down and
disappears – to the point
where this spring there
are very few traces of it left

at all in the garden.
But that’s a good thing, because the

mulch you spread last year has gradually
broken down, and its fibrous components
have worked their way into the ground to
become part of the organic mix of the soil.
I know it means adding more mulch again
each year, but it’s a relatively inexpensive
way to build more organic matter into
your soil.

Now that the weather and the sun have
warmed up our garden soils, it’s time to
get serious about spreading this year’s
layer of mulch. I’m often asked “Why
bother doing it each year?” I think that’s a
good place to start.

A solid layer of organic mulch does two
things very well. It traps moisture in the
soil, and it stifles the growth of weeds.

Mulch lets moisture from the rain or
your hose trickle down into the soil, but it
forms a guard against the drying effects of
the sun and the wind, and protects the soil
against evaporation so that the moisture
stays there even in hot and dry conditions.
This helps to provide the consistent mois-
ture levels that plants prefer.

A 2-inch thick layer of mulch also stops
annual weed seeds from germinating, and
any perennial weeds that get through are
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Vieux Montréal Rotary gala

Westmounter and Rotary Club of Vieux Montréal’s president Gail Goodfellow Skutezky joined guests
and honorary chairman Justin Trudeau at the club’s annual gala on April 25. From left: Santoso
Hanitijo, Annie Yu Chan (gala chairman), Trudeau, Goodfellow Skutezky and Monika Spolia.

so obvious that they are easy to remove.
So right there you have two huge time-

consuming garden chores removed:
much less watering and very little weeding
needed. In my book, anything that lowers
the maintenance levels in gardening is a
good thing.

When it comes to buying mulch, the
least expensive is the shredded cedar bark.
There are often specials offered at the big-
box stores, and it has a nice natural colour
and feel to it.

You can opt for cocoa bean hulls, which
for a couple of weeks smell delicious – but
which cost considerably more. As do the
large bark chunks which I find are only
useful around specimen trees in the mid-
dle of the lawn.

When you’re ready to spread the mulch,
soak the soil first, spread the mulch and
then wet again to keep everything in place.
Before long your plants will grow larger,
and you won’t even notice your mulch rot-
ting away under everything.

The Westmount Gardener

Time to start mulching now

VENDU / SOLD

$210,000.
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By Carola Price

When I was studying for
my sommelier certificate, I
was drinking anything I
could get my hands on.
No, really – it was almost a
joke. My husband thought
I was crazy because apart
from ingesting something

equivalent to nail polish remover, I would
drink flat sodas, fermenting juices, stale
beer and – wait for it – homemade wine.

I am not putting this lovely and time-
consuming pastime on the block but,
wow, there are some beverages out there
that can only loosely be termed “wine.”

People from all backgrounds had some-
thing brewing in secret places in their
homes and were ever so proud to bust it
out for me to try. I have sampled bad grape
juice in all its forms, and yet I still love the
effort made by these home vignerons.

Westmount is hardly the place where
men get together in their garages at the
end of September and crush grapes in
tanks, begin fermenting the must in glass
or oak containers, bust out the sterilized
bottles, and bottle and cork this lovingly
prepared juice that only the winemaker
can love. It seems to me that it is more ex-
pensive to make homemade wine than
buy some lower priced and well-made
wine at the SAQ.

While I will never endorse the plonk
with animals on their colourful labels, I
am sharing some delicious examples I
have tasted lately. Happy bargain hunting,
friends, and remember, sometimes simple
wine can be good, but winemaking is
never simple.

What to Drink

Cabernet/Merlot, Domaine Boyar,
Bulgaria. SAQ#00471250. $9.90

This dry yet fruity red is perfect for

lighter meals like pasta with vegetables
and olive oil or roast pork with peaches in
cider. Medium-bodied and well-balanced
in terms of fruit to acid ratio, this can be a
great house wine for summertime.

Available at press time: Across from At-
water Market, Westmount Square, Victo-
ria.
Chenin Blanc, Robertson Winery, South
Africa. SAQ#10754228. $9.75

Acidity and refreshing citrus fruit are
the key components to this white wine.
Chenin has been used in France for eons
and South African examples are rich and
lively with great balance. Good value when
matching sushi and baked fish in citrus,
or gooey cheeses like Chèvre Camembert
and Tomme de Haut Richelieu.

Available at press time: Across from At-
water Market, Pepsi Forum, Victoria.
Xinomavro/Krassato/Stavroto, Tsantalis,
Rapsani, Greece, SAQ#00590836. $12.60

This dry red is the perfect companion

to a Greek mythology discussion. It is
grown and made at the foot of Mt. Olym-
pus and has a nose and flavour of plum,
dried fruit and some black cherry with
smoke and cedar to round out the mellow
finish. It is best served with grilled chicken
and hamburgers and medium to heavy
bodied cheeses from our own backyard.

Available at press time: Across from At-
water Market, Atwater Market, Pepsi
Forum, Victoria.

Note: I was given a bottle of grocery
store wine by a seasoned wine drinker the
other night, and let me tell you, it could be
the best money you’ve ever spent. If you
can get your hands on more, do so. While
it is simple Cabernet Sauvignon with quite
a bit of Zinfandel flavour (probably up to
15 percent) it paired well with tourtière and
even with grilled trout. Cheers and thank
you! For those of you dying to know: it is
the Crane Lake Cabernet bought in San
Francisco for $4.

Wine: What’s In Store...

Humble beginnings...What is bad wine anyway?

Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treas-
ures into ready cash. International
buyer wants to purchase your antiques,
paintings, china, crystal, silverware,
jewellery, rare books, sports, movies,
postcards, coins, stamps and records.
514-501-9072.

Auctions

ABSOLUTE LOGGING EQUIPMENT
AUCTION – selling for the bank. Late
model logging / construction equipment,
60+ pieces: May 14, 2009; 10 am Iron
Horse Auction, NCAL3936, toll free 1-
800-997-2248 or visit: www.ironhorse
auction.com.

Business Opportunities

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR WORKING
LIFE! Join a world renowned franchise
network. Low investment. For more in-
formation visit www.chemdry.ca or call
toll-free 1-888-CHEMDRY (1-888-243-
6379).

Career Training

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION TRAINING.
Learn from home or on-site! Work from
home or on-site! Financing may be
available. Contact CanScribe TODAY for
FREE information. 1-800-466-1535 or
info@canscribe.com.

MARITIME DRILLING SCHOOLS entry-
level training for land and offshore oil-
rigs. Excellent wages, benefits and op-
portunities to travel the world. May
25-June13/09 June 22-July 11/09. Con-

tact: 1-866-807-3960, www.mdslimited.
ca.

Companions

Looking for a meaningful long-term re-
lationship? Call Quebec’s largest, most
successful matchmaking service today!
Misty River Introductions, as featured
on CBC, CTV and Rogers. (514) 879-0573.
www.mistyriverintros.com.

Employment
Opportunities

NEED A PHONE? Cheap phone recon-
nect. Connect now and save! Offering
calling features, long distance, internet.
Don’t delay – call today! Phone Factory
Reconnect 1-877-336-2274; www. phone
factory.ca.

Financial Services

DEBT CONSOLIDATION PROGRAM.
Helping Canadians repay debts, reduce
or eliminate interest, regardless of your
credit. Steady Income? You may qualify
for instant help. Considering Bank-
ruptcy? Call 1-877-220-3328 FREE Con-
sultation Government Approved, BBB
Member.

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in
debt! Stop the harassment. Bankruptcy
might not be the answer. Together let’s
find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-
983-8700.

$500$LOAN SERVICE, by phone, no
credit refused, quick and easy, payable

over 6 or 12 installments. Toll Free: 1-
877-776-1660.

For Sale

The Quebec Community Newspapers
Association can place your ad into 28
weekly papers throughout Quebec –
just $160. Book 3 weeks within a 3
month period and receive the 4th week
free! One phone call does it all! Call
Marnie at QCNA 514-453-6300. Visit:
www.qcna.org.

HOME PHONE DISCONNECTED? Call
Home Phone Reconnect Toll-free: 1-866-
287-1348 Reasonable rates, friendly
service. Don’t be without a home phone.
1-866-287-1348.

SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00- Con-
vert your logs to valuable lumber with
your own Norwood portable band
sawmill. Log skidders also available.
www.norwoodsawmills.ca/400t – FREE
Information: 1-800-566-6899 Ext. 400 OT.

A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE – Get your
first month free. Bad credit, don’t sweat
it. No deposits, no credit checks. Call
Freedom Phone Lines today toll free 1-
866-884-7464.

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS durable, de-
pendable, pre-engineered, all-steel
structures. Custom made to suit your
needs and requirements. Factory direct
affordable prices. Call 1-800-668-8653
ext. 170 for free brochure.

#1 high speed internet $18.95/month.
Absolutely no ports are blocked. Unlim-
ited downloading. Up to 5Mps down-

load and 800Kbps upload. Order today at
www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866-
281-3538.

BUILDING SALE!... Unprecedented low
prices. Reduced deposits. FLEXIBLE DE-
LIVERY. 25’x 30’ $5,990, 30’x40’ $8,990
35’X50’ $10,800, 40’x60’ $13,990, 50’x100’
$27,900. Others!1-800-668-5422. Pioneer
Steel Manufacturers, since 1980.

HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price, Best
Quality. All Shapes & Colours Available.
Call 1-866-652-6837. www.thecover-
guy.ca.

AFFORDABLE PHONE RECONNECTION.
Bad credit – no problem! Call Tembo
Telecom and ask about our new cus-
tomer special. Sign up online and save
$20. 1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca.

Help Wanted

REMOVE YOUR RECORD: a Criminal
Record can follow you for life. Only PAR-
DON SERVICES CANADA has 20 years
experience. Guaranteeing record re-
moval. Call: 1-8-NOW-PARDON (1-866-
972-7366). www. RemoveYourRecord.
com.

SUMMER WORK. Flexible schedules •
$15.05 base/appointment • Customer
sales/service • Students welcome •
Conditions apply • No exp. needed, will
train. 514-939-8800. www.SummerWor-
kNow.com.

Health

St. Paul’s Rest Home, Bury, has rooms
available for immediate occupancy.

View on website: www.st pauls rest
home.org. Please call our matron
Norma Wiley to inquire: 819-872-3356.

Personals

*PAST *PRESENT *FUTURE * #1 Psy-
chics! *1-877-478-4410* Credit Cards /
deposit or phone 1-900-783-3800 $3.19
min (18+). For a psychic NOW! Meet us
at: www.mysticalconnections.ca.

DATING SERVICE. Long term / short
term relationships, free calls! 1-877-297-
9883. Exchange voice messages, voice
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live adult ca-
sual conversations 1 on 1, 1-866-311-
9640, meet on chat lines. Local single
ladies 1-877-804-5381 (18+).

Vacation/Travel

TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES – Save
60-80% off retail! Best resorts & sea-
sons! Throughout Canada, US, Carib -
bean and more! Call for free catalogue
today! 1-800-731-8046 – www.holiday-
group.com/sc.

Beautiful room in Manoir St. Sauveur.
Separate entrance, balcony, bathroom,
cable, electricity & heat included.
Preferably long term. $500/mo. William
514-208-6116, 6-9 PM. Peter 415-839-
6656, before 7 PM.
CCaarreeggiivveerr specialising in dementia care
etc. Top notch references. 514.421.4245

Quebec Classifieds

Local Classifieds
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Two and a Half Centuries of Jewish Life in Montreal
By award-winning journalist and historian Joe King

“Every Jewish community should have a Joe King book written about it.”
– Eiran Harris, archivist emeritus, Jewish Public Library

Available locally at Westmount Stationery

Also at Chapters • Indigo • Coles • Paragaphe • Bonders • Bibliophile • Clio
Online at Chapters/Indigo.ca • Amazon.com

Joe King’s latest book is out!



Now that spring is here, the less time
spent in the kitchen, the better.
This chicken dish is easy, can be dou-

bled for a large crowd and can be prepared
in advance (up to 2 days). Just make sure
you have it in the oven for approximately
1½ hours before you want to serve it.
I serve this dish with Quinoa pilaf or

cauliflower mash and roasted asparagus.
Fresh fruit or brownies for dessert com-
plete this delicious supper.
Ingredients
2 whole chickens (3 lbs. each), cut into
pieces
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
1 tablespoon dried basil
1 tablespoon dried oregano
6 to 8 cloves garlic (about
2-3 tablespoons minced)
¾ to 1 cup chopped dried apricots
½ cup pitted black olives

½ cup dry-packed, sun-dried tomatoes,
coarsely chopped
¼ cup balsamic vinegar
¼ cup honey
2 tablespoons olive oil
½ cup white wine
2 bay leaves
Chopped fresh parsley, for garnish

1. Rinse the chickens well and pat dry
with paper towels. Trim the excess fat.
Place the chickens in a large roasting pan
sprayed with cooking spray. Season the
chickens well with salt, pepper, basil and
oregano, and garlic.
2. In a measuring cup, combine the bal-
samic vinegar, honey, and olive oil. Driz-
zle evenly over the chicken; mix well so
that the chicken is thoroughly coated. Add
the apricots, olives, and sun-dried toma-
toes to the pan. Pour the wine around the
chicken and add the bay leaves. Cover the

pan and refrigerate for several hours or
for as long as 2 days.
3. When the chicken is marinated, re-
move from the refrigerator, uncover, and
bake in a 350-degree oven for 1 1/4 to 1
1/2 hours, basting occasionally. When
done, the skin will be golden and the
juices will run clear when pierced with a
fork. Remove the bay leaves and discard.
4. Using a slotted spoon, transfer the
chicken mixture to a serving platter. Driz-
zle with some of the pan juices (including
the apricots and sun dried tomatoes) and
sprinkle with chopped parsley. Place the
remaining pan juices in a gravy bowl,
skim off the fat, and serve alongside the
chicken.
Yield: 10 to 12 servings. Keeps for up to 2
to 3 days in the refrigerator; reheats well.
Freezes well for up to 4 months.

Recipe submitted by Etty B.
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Spring recipe: Chicken with apricots and olives 5 MINUTE
SERVICE
• Personalized Service
• Luxury Cars at Regular
Rates on Request

• 100% guaranteed
Airport Reservations

• Pick-Up & Delivery

www.atlastaxi.qc.ca
24H

R E S TA U R A N T

S O U V L A K I
“Famous Grilled Chicken”

6544 Somerled west of Cavendish
(514) 227-0505 • 227-0606

Happy
Mother’s

Day!

Electronic
Independents
available

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!

Sign up by writing us:
indie@

westmountindependent.com.

PMS Cool Grey 8
Red PMS 187

PMS Cool Grey 8
Red PMS 187

Experience the Smokehouse Difference!

PMS Cool Grey 8
Red PMS 187

PMS Cool Grey 8
Red PMS 187

DOWNTOWN
1250 University
514.750.9095

N.D.G.
5667 SherbrookeW.
514.315.5056

WEST ISLAND
3339-G Sources
514.750.9095

CHICKEN
DINNERS
incl. sauce + 1 side

$649

RIB
DINNERS

pork or beef incl. sauce+1side

$799

CHICKEN +
RIB COMBOS
incl. sauce +1side

$1199

SANDWICHES
incl. sauce + 1 side
Pulled
Pork

$749
Beef
Brisket

$849
www.bofinger.ca

starting
as low as

starting
as low as

starting
as low as
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Author and broadcaster Joe King was
the speaker at the Rotary Club of West-
mount’s April 29 meeting at Victoria Hall.

He recounted several anecdotes from
his new book Fabled City: The Jews of Mon-
treal.

Among them were the long line that
Prince Charles’ equerry was forced to
brave in order to get some real Montreal
bagels and how the anti-semitic Czar
Alexander III was forced – in the end – to
award the first international figure skating
champion in 1890 to Montreal Jew Louis
Rubenstein. 

Price-Patterson, the publisher of
Fabled City, and Sherbrooke-Valois, the

owner of the Independent, have a
shareholder in common. Joe King

At Westmount Rotary

King, prince and czar
PREVENT CHILD ABUSE
You can help by donating any type
of BOOKS to KidzSafe Foundation

to fund educational programs for kids.

Call for pick-up 514.702.4930

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West

Shop Westmount!

Certified Custom Framer on Site
318A Victoria Ave. • 514.369.2633

M.A.D. Catering
Food from my kitchen to your
table. Dinner parties, cocktail
parties, luncheons, microwave
dinners and more! Please call
514586 1248 or visit the website

at www.madcatering.com

Cuisine Continental
4 Somerville, Westmount

(coin Victoria)
514 485-2502

Grad
Dresses!
322Victoria Ave.(at de Maisonneuve)

514 369-4799
www.astripruggerdesign.com

4875A Sherbrooke St. W. (514) 488-0444

Spring Arrivals!
Exciting New Jewellery...

Sharyn Scott on Consignment
Women’s and Men’s

Quality, gently used clothing,
shoes, handbags and jewellery

4925 Sherbrooke St. West (at Prince Albert)

(514) 484-6507

Only Shop Westmount advertisers are eligible for interviews in this section,
but they do not provide or approve the content.

Things are hopping at art sup-
ply store Avenue des Arts (328A
Victoria Ave.). The spring term has
just begun at the Visual Arts Cen-
tre, and students have been buying
their materials. The retailer has a
wide range of products and prices,
but “no low-end brands,” explained
co-owner Pierre Le Gourriérec. For
instance, the store stocks 1,500 dif-
ferent kinds of brushes, including
Series 7’s No. 12.

The store has recently intro-
duced a calligraphy section, which
may be “the best in the country,”
according to Le Gourriérec. Callig-
raphers can buy specialized books,
nibs, holders, inks and paper, in-
cluding Egyptian papyrus. The
store recently concluded a deal to carry
the products of John Neal, which are oth-
erwise only available to Montrealers via
the internet.

Le Gourriérec figures he is doing
something right. Four to five times a
week, customers are telling him the shop
is Montreal’s “best art supply store.”

From left: Sara Landry and Pierre Le Gourriérec of Avenue
des Arts.

Since
1977

For high-end non-surgical
corrective skin care, go to

www.lisaanella.com

Opening Specials

WE’VE MOVED!

5175B Sherbrooke West corner Marlowe
514-482-4702

Kathryn Osborne
DESIGN D’INTÉRIEUR INC.

Monday – Friday: 
9:30 am – 5:30 pm
Saturday by

appointment only.

OK

Furniture tailored to your taste and budget
We custom-make sofas, love seats, armchairs
and o ttomans in your choice of our fabrics.

We have 20 years of home decorating
service specializing in slipcovers,
upholstery, draperies, bedspreads
and duvet covers.

1357 avenue Greene, 2e étage, Westmount, Québec  H3Z 2A5
Tél.: (514) 931-1357  •  Fax: (514) 931-0101  •  www.kathrynosbornedesign.com

So furnish your home
at Kathryn Osborne’s.

OSB OR NE &  LI T T LE

ROBERT ALLEN WAVERLY®

C O L E F A X
A N D  F O W L E R

®

Tango Martini
Chinese Antiques
tangomartiniantiques.com
4500 St. Catherine St. W.

Westmount
514.937.6034



azine and is reputed to be the wealthiest
contemporary artist. This fine art mono-
graph is fascinating, inspirational, baffling
even hilarious. See his rendition of “This
little pig went to market, this one stayed
home.” If this is all too odd, there are
plenty of other choices in art books in the
collection in the North Findlay room.

European mystery writers
Hiver arctique by Arnaldur Indridason

– This author is winning accolades with
his latest book and is even being com-
pared to Georges Simenon. The death of
the young son of a woman from Thailand
is the starting point of this fifth investiga-
tion by commissioner Erlendur, which is
also an exploration of the impact of immi-
gration on the closely knit Icelandic soci-
ety.
La loge des innocents by Michele Giuttari

– A former chief of police of Florence him-
self, Giuttari tells a tale of murder, corrup-
tion and mafia intrigues. A drug-addicted
woman dies; for commissioner Ferrara,
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On the shelves

Galerie de Bellefeuille – Sylvain Louis-
Seize. Vernissage: May 7 at 5:30 pm. Ex-
hibit continues to May 18. Paul Béliveau.
Vernissage: May 21 at 5:30 pm. Exhibit
continues to June 1. 1367 Greene,
514.933.4406.

Galerie D‘Este – Ludmila Armata.
Vernissage: May 7 at 5 pm. Exhibit contin-
ues to May 24. Paul Bourgault. Vernissage:
May 28 at 5 pm. Exhibit continues to June
14. 1329 Greene, 514.846.1515.

Galerie Sandra Goldie – The office of
MitzArt, photographers Lea Stillinger and
Marlene Itzkovitz, is now located at the
gallery. 4898 de Maisonneuve #100,
514.670.8327.

Gallery at Victoria Hall – Cynthia Van
Frank. Exhibit continues to May 23. Youth
exhibit: May 27 to Jun 13. 4626 Sher-

brooke, 514.989.5226.

McClure Gallery / Visual Arts Centre –
Virginia McClure, “Demiselles.” Exhibit
continues to May 23. Thérèse Joyce
Gagnon, “Witness – a Mini-retrospective.”
Vernissage: May 28 at 6 pm. Exhibit con-
tinues to June 20. 350 Victoria,
514.488.9558.

Parisian Laundry – Kalup Linzy: “Re-
cessed, Depressed.... Child, Just Tell Me.”
Performance May 7 at 7 pm. Exhibit May 8
to June 13. 3550 St Antoine, 514.989.1056.

The Emporium Gallery – Gaetanne Lavoie
“Moments in Time”. Opening: May 9 at 7
pm. Exhibit continues to May 15. 3035 St.
Antoine, #74. 514.510.1547.

West End Gallery – Lynda Schneider
Granatstein: New works. 1358 Greene,
514.933.4314.

May at the Art Galleries

this would normally be a routine investi-
gation but he is intrigued by the fact that
his bosses insist that the affair be 
classified quickly.

Picture Books
10 Things I Can Do to Help My World by

Melanie Walsh – A charming book that
shows young children easy ways they can
help save their environment.
Attention…Plantes Carnivores by Olivier

Melano – A ladybug belonging to Léa ac-
cidentally flies into her father’s terrarium
filled with carnivorous plants! As she and
her brother Théo watch the ladybug nar-
rowly escape the plants, Léa explains how
these plants eat.

Reference
Vaclav Smil – Creating the Twentieth

Century: Technical innovations of 1867-
1914 and their lasting impact.

Vaclav Smil – Transforming the Twenti-
eth Century: Technical innovations and
their consequences.

Magazines
“The death and life of great American

newspapers: the fall of journalism threat-
ens democracy; we need a government
rescue” by John Nichols and Robert W.
McChesney in The Nation, April 6, 2009,
p. 11.

“Put people first: the age of possibility”
by David Ransom in New Internationalist,
April 2009, p. 13.

“Drôle de Pape!: le malaise grandit dans

l’Eglise” by Suddeutsche Zeitung in Cour-
rier International, March 31, 2009.

DVDs

Passchendaele – The lives of a troubled
veteran, his nurse girlfriend and a naive
boy intersect first in Alberta and then in
Belgium during the bloody World War I
battle of Passchendaele.
Encounters at the End of the World –

Filmmaker Werner Herzog examines life
in Antarctica, focusing especially on the
stories of the “professional dreamers” who
reside there.

Something to think about

Grown up Digital: How the Net Genera-
tion is Changing Your World by Don Tap-
scott – This is a convincing and optimistic
inside look at the net generation (those
born between 1978 and 1994) who are
changing every aspect of our society. The
book is based on a research study of nearly
8,000 people in 12 countries.
I Want to Spend the Rest of My Life Every-

where, with Everyone, One to One, Always,
Now, Forever by Damien Hirst – This
British artist made the cover of Timemag-
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Joyce Faughnan
Chartered Real Estate Agent

514.933.6781

1330 Greene Ave.
Westmount

514933-6781

5673 Monkland Ave.
N.D.G.

514482-3347
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER
independently owned and operated

RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC.
Outstanding Agents Outstanding Results®

514-488-1049
514-933-6781
finehomes@kalecheff.com

TANIA
KALECHEFF
www.kalecheff.com
Chartered Real Estate Agent • B.Arch.

Thinking of selling? Put my 28 years of real estate experience plus marketing and
architectural background to work for you. A winning combination to  get you the SOLD sign!

WESTMOUNT PROPERTIES
530 Argyle
Avenue
Gracious family
home, old world
charm, ground floor
den, beautiful
woodwork fireplaces,
lots of space, lots of
light. Large garage
with pool-size lot.
Asking $1,185,000
MLS #8140468

.com

563
Grosvenor
Great 4 bedroom
home in choice mid-
level location, steps
to Roslyn School,
parks and easy walk
to shops. All this plus
2-car garage.
Best Buy at
$849,000.
MLS #8105096

Exclusive protection
provided by your RE/MAX participant agent

Certain conditions apply.
*within the Tranquilli-T program

We don’t sell art •We don’t sell jewelry •We don’t sell antiques

We sell HOMES!
We can sell your home and

we can assure and insure the sale*
ESTI JEDEIKIN and RON BENVENISTE

514-933-6781
Ask us about the *Tranquilli-T Program for RE/MAX clients only

REMAX WESTMOUNT INC. Chartered Real Estate Broker, 1330 Greene Ave.

Top central location! Lovely bright Victorian end-
unit – 4 bdrs + bsmt, garden & 2-car pkg.
Asking $799,000. MLS #8109435

Lucette
Hivon

Affiliated Real Estate Agent

514.935.9582
RE/MAX

WESTMOUNT Inc.

490 ARGYLE. Own this 1873 home in the Heart
of Westmount. Updated, 3+2 bed rooms, den
with OFP, great view, garden & garage. Now
$995,500. MLS #8073160

Ope
n Ho

use

Sun
day

2-4

FEATURED PROPERTY
Located at the crossroads of downtown and the trendy
Plateau this beautiful 2 bedroom condo is an ideal pied-à-
terre or downsize alternative. Enjoy city views from your
oversize balcony or wall to wall windows. Relax by the roof
top pool. Ultra modern kitchen and bathroom. Situated in an
award winning building, known for its innovative design and
quality of craftsmanship. Truly, Montreal at its finest!
$574,000 (Larger units available. Call for details)
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Westmount – 175 Cote St. Antoine
Gloriously sun filled 4+den det. home.

Exceptionally lovely garden!

$1,495,000

BRIAN DUTCH
Respected� Recommended Results� �

WWW.BRIANDUTCH.COM
514 386 2902

Affiliated Real Estate Agent
RE/MAX WESTMOUNT Inc. Chartered Real Estate – Broker/Independently owned & operated

†RE/MAX International year end standings for all of 2008.

Westmount – 26 Thornhill Ave. 
The most amazing location! Lovely views!

Exquisitely renovated.

$1,088,000

Westmount – 656 Victoria Ave.
Stunning, contemporary home featuring 4 bedrooms, 2+2 bath, new
kitchen, ground floor den, 2 car garage, central a/c, and much more!

$1,075,000

Westmount Adj. – 3773 Vendome Ave.
Highly desirable “Lambert” 4+1 bedroom semi with fabulous

kitchen/family room, inground pool all in a great location!

$849,000

ANOTHER JUST LISTED! JUST LISTED!

Westmount – 646 Roslyn Ave.
This one's the one! A great family home. So spacious,

loaded with charm, and a lovely street too.

$959,000

Westmount – 36 York
Best deal going! Victoria Village, semi-detached, updated,
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, parking, finished basement.

$589,000

NDG – 2237 Madison Ave. #305
Here’s great value! 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, balcony and garage.

1,346 sq. ft. A/C

$272,500

McGill Ghetto – 3583 Durocher #2
Charming 2 bedroom, 979 sq. ft condo. 2 balconies, fireplace,

hardwood floors, exposed brick wall, + 9'7 ceilings.

$299,000

Westmount Adj. – 3816 Grey Ave.
Fantastic 4+1 bedroom in move-in condition! Gorgeous woodwork,

2 car garage as well as a huge terrace + garden.

$839,000

ACCEPTED OFFER

Westmount adj – 3568 Vendome Ave.
Amazing potential! Spacious, detached, 4 bedrooms,
ground floor den, 2 car garage. Fabulous location.

$699,000

ANOTHER JUST SOLD! ANOTHER JUST SOLD! ANOTHER JUST SOLD! 1st OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4

O.H. SUN 2-4


