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Arena/pool plans revealed at council

Most applaud rollout,
critics keep low profile
By Laureen Sweeney
An architectural presentation of Westmount’s long-awaited arena/pool project
generated applause from the audience of
some 60 residents and staff attending the
city council meeting April 6 as well as a
wide range of questions.
Several critics of the project were present but silent.
Questions were asked about parking, financing, extending the second rink to full
NHL-size, finding a way to supplement a
telephone poll/survey, and changing the
format of the upcoming public information sessions that will take the form of
break-out, round-table meetings.
Unveiled were preliminary designs for
the $30-million project, to be built to the
silver standard of LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design). The plan
contains two “full-size” rinks (200 and 185

feet respectively) and two pools below
grade but above an underground garage
for 90 cars. A central hub at ground level
shows offices, a café, multipurpose room,
pro shop and an enlarged teen centre.
“It’s going to be very exciting,” Mayor
Karin Marks declared. She then proceeded
to explain the intention of the city to post
up-to-date data on its website and provide
three information sessions for residents.
Fitting all the elements into a tight
space and oriented to take advantage of
light qualities and direct sun proved challenging and interesting, said Lemay consortium architects Georges Bulette and
Pierre Leclerc.
“We want to maximize green space,
limit traffic onsite, provide good security,
use natural light, preserve visual aspects
of the parks and respect the height of
nearby residential buildings,” Leclerc explained.
continued on p. 8
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Honours founder helps celebrate

At the Vin d’honneur held April 7 at Victoria Hall, former mayor May Cutler (right), who launched
Westmount’s civic honours in 1990, speaks with Florence Richler, widow of author Mordecai
Richler, one of this year’s recipients. With them is former city councillor Peter Duffield who presented
Richler’s achievements during the event which was emceed by Richard Pound. Others honoured
posthumously were A.Y. Jackson, Arnold Heeney and Jessie Boyd Scriver.
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514.935.3337
Affiliated Real Estate Agent

1361, av. Greene,
Westmount

www.profusionimmo.ca
Courtier immobilier agréé
Entreprise indépendante et autonome

34 years of experience

Westmount’s representation at the June
annual conference of the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities in Whistler, BC,
generated somewhat equivalent mileage at
the council meeting April 6.
The topic of how many councillors
should attend the same distant meeting
stemmed from an agenda item to send
three to the event and one to the Green
Cities Conference in Portland, Oregon.
While total costs had been presented on

amended to $9,100.
“I would like [council to adopt] a policy
that for faraway meetings we send only
one [ from council] and one staff,” said city
councillor Patrick Martin.
City councillor Cynthia Lulham would
be the lone representative at the Green
Cities meeting, from April 18 to 21. Those
going to Whistler were John de Castell,
Nicole Forbes and Lulham, as well as
Mayor Karin Marks whose
expenses, it was explained, continued on p. 18
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Green Party leader visits The Study

Elizabeth May (centre), leader of the Green Party of Canada with, from left, Corinne Bertoia and
Jessica Magonet, both grade 11 students at The Study.

By Isaac Olson
Taking jabs at Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s environmental policy and touting
President Barack Obama’s ambition to
clean up the planet, Elizabeth May, the
Green Party of Canada’s leader, discussed
the earth’s future during a student-led conference hosted by The Study on April 3.
“When enough people care, get in-

volved and demand change. Change will
happen,” said May. “We have to change.”
Dubbed “Green vs. Greed: Poverty in a
Perishing Planet,” the conference was initiated by two environmentally-driven
grade 11 students, Corinne Bertoia and Jessica Magonet. They wanted to raise awareness about the direct link between the
planet’s dwindling resources and poverty, while continued on p. 14

Westmount cancer patient getting
AB blood donors, needs more
A single Westmount mother with advanced ovarian cancer is searching for AB
blood donors so she can receive a new
treatment that could extend her life.
The woman – who wants to remain
anonymous – and her supporters have already assembled a list of potential donors
“almost” equal to their 35-person target.
This total has a good chance of garnering
the five matches needed to provide the
necessary blood. Candidates’ screening begins next week at the Royal Victoria Hospital.
If donors qualify, they would be flown
to Florida – all expenses paid – for more
testing and hopefully to give the actual
blood needed during treatment.
“People have been phenomenal,” she
told the Independent. “I started with an appeal to 12 people on Facebook and it grew
from there. I’ve never seen results like
this, and I’ve been involved in PR and
communications for years.”
Candidates should be between 18 and
35. People with AB negative blood are ideal
candidates, but AB positive blood can also
be used in some instances. Approximately
1 percent of the general population has
AB negative blood, with 3 percent having

AB positive.
If all goes well, the woman will soon be
off to Florida to take part in a phase 1 FDAapproved clinical trial, a promising study
that may well expand the scope of available
cancer therapies.
There is no guarantee that the current
list will provide enough matching donors.
To get involved, please contact Eliza, the
campaign’s principal organizer, at
abdonors@gmail.com.
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Letters to the Editor
Vic Village:
in appreciation
I have had a shop on Victoria Ave. for
nearly three years now, and yes, it is true,
if you blink, you will miss it.
On many occasions I have asked myself
exactly what am I doing. Am I making any
of the right choices? I know there are
times when others may not have understood them. Sometimes I have been sure
of myself, oftentimes I have not. And there
have indeed been moments when I would
have very much liked to give in.
But whenever I have felt, or rather,
when I feel this way, I look outside and I
see the streetscape. I see the people who
are a part of it. I am reminded that between Sherbrooke and de Maisonneuve,
every cupcake decorated, every flower’s
stem wired, every coffee bean ground and
every bead strung on a necklace is done by
hand…
Every item selected by a retailer here on
Victoria Ave. is chosen not just because
someone might purchase it, but because
that someone might appreciate or enjoy it.
I am reminded that every parcel delivered
to my door is handled by the same person,
and when that person is away or on another route, minor chaos ensues.
I am reminded that there are businesses on this avenue that have been here
since before I was born. I truly have no excuse not to succeed.
It is these very businesses which have
also been so kind to me. I have been lent
every imaginable object. I have been lis-

tened to while I rant. I have been given
meaningful advice and, most importantly,
much needed encouragement.
And so, as I am always appreciative of
those who shop at my store, it is also to
those businesses and individuals who
make this street all it is that I am much indebted and truly grateful.
I thank them.
Stella Mindorff
Pure écologique
Victoria Ave.

Feet? Meters?
Whatever!
In the April 7 issue cover article on the
arena, I read “The plan includes a 25-foot
pool of eight lanes...” I think you mean
“meters” because a 25-foot pool would be a
kiddie pool.
I’m hoping it’s meters and not yards
because the current pool is 25 yards, which
requires record keeping for both measures.
Gary Perlman
Westmount Ave.
Editor’s Note: You’re right. It should have
read “meters.” We regret the error.

Traffic is the concern
The debate about the Westmount arena
renewal centres on one question of major
social importance for all of Westmount:
traffic.
What is the difference between a new
arena with 1½ hockey rinks, and one with
two big ones? A more than doubling of dePublished weekly
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mand for car parking (60 spaces to 150).
That is why council has decided that the
two-rink option must have underground
parking for 90 vehicles.
The already busy Landsowne/St.
Catherine intersection is the only four-way
arterial crossing of its kind in the area,
streaming east-west and north-south traffic.
Now larger urban patterns threaten to
severely congest the intersection and its
feeder streets. Urban planner Jason Prince
estimates that with the Superhospital this
area of Westmount, along with St. Henri,
can expect an extra one million car visits per
year. And one should add to that figure, the
immense increase in auto traffic if the Turcot project goes ahead as planned.
Westmount, in my opinion, should not
be adding auto traffic to this area for the
sake of 33 percent more ice space. More
importantly, Westmount – in the years
ahead – will find itself in an alliance with
St. Henri in an effort to stop the car madness of provincial planners.
For neighbourhood sustainability, we
should stick to 1½ rinks. And, thinking
ahead, we should not be seen as selfishly
compounding the local traffic problem if
we genuinely want to work with others for
a rational transport policy in Montreal.
Patrick Barnard
Melville Ave.

Finances first,
decisions second
The estimated cost of the arena/pool renewal project has now ballooned to $30
million and if the project follows in the
historical footsteps of some other ambitious public works projects in Montreal,
the possibility of future cost overruns has
to be considered.
Before Westmount taxpayers can make
an informed decision whether to approve
or disapprove of the arena/pool project as
presently planned, the undertaking’s financial aspects need to be fully discussed,
including:
• The allowance for contingencies within
the estimated $30-million cost,
• The portion of cost to be covered by
firmly guaranteed grants and donations,

• A detailed account of how Westmount
envisages financing the balance of costs
for the project,
• The long-term impact on municipal
taxes, also taking into consideration
possible needs of other, more essential
high-cost renewal projects, such as maintenance of the aging water distribution
system.
Until Westmount became merged with
Montreal, projects were typically financed
on a prudent, pay-as-you go basis and any
new debt financing following the demerger should generally be directed toward meeting essential needs.
Based on the public disclosure of the financial information above and considering the significant cost element of
discretionary improvements included in
the present plan, the project’s go-head
should require approval by a majority of
Westmount taxpayers in a formal referendum.
John D. Dorey
Victoria Ave.

Arena: money,
congestion, taxes
Regarding the “Arena Renewal Project”,
how do the mayor and her council justify
an extravagant sports complex in these
dire economic times which are affecting
all citizens? Has anyone on this council
any business sense or given consideration
to the people who are struggling to make
ends meet? Have they thought about the
extra taxes a luxury project will require?
Isn’t this the same council that spent so
much money on a plastic grass project nobody wanted?
How many hundreds of thousands of
dollars have already been spent on this extravagant, oversize sports complex that is
completely out of sync with our lovely
green space park and which will drastically
increase congestion in the area and its surrounding streets?
Larry Klepper
St. Catherine St.
Editor’s note: To the best of our knowledge, approximately $400,000 has been
spent on the arena to date.

Please write to us!
For consideration, letters to the editor must identify them as “for publication” and
have authors’ customary first and last names, and street names, all of which will be
published. Please also include contact information (for follow-up purposes only).
We do not publish letters regarding consumer complaints or inter-neighbour
disputes. Letters will be edited for length, content and style.
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Civic Alert

Arena: Till the full story is heard, it’s all preliminary
By Don Wedge
Gasps from the audience
greeted architect Pierre
Leclerc as he unrolled the
diagrams of the proposed
arena/pool plan. Taxpayers
saw at last a manifestation
of a 10-year-old arena/pool
dream. Momentarily forgotten among the excitement was that these
were only preliminary drawings.
The April 6 city council meeting was
packed with a large contingent of recreation users and many others anxious to
see some results. Nick Matossian – an oldtimer both as a hockey player and former
councillor – recalled that the project had
begun in 1999 with visits by the Peter
Trent council to other facilities.
The euphoric hockey crowd seemed to
submerge the swimmers. Perhaps they
were dazzled by the ingenuity of the designs.
Some striking features were promised:
shoe-horning the extra rink into the site,
entrances on four sides, the walkways (a
little like the central corridor introduced in
the library’s reconstruction) and the daylight between facilities.
But again a word of caution: it is only
the architects’ preliminary designs. In reality, the whole project has many hurdles
to clear.
Besides, there is a startling lack of information on which citizens can make
sound decisions. It begins with finance.
The estimate went from $19 million to $25
million – and now $30 million. But the
real issue is how much help will come
from other sources. How much will be
called for in local taxes?
Do Westmounters have a taste for
nearly doubling the debt that Montreal
loaded on us during the forced merger

and pushing it up to $65 million or
higher? MNA Jacques Chagnon was clear
on the chances of substantial government
funding: “It will be hard,” he told me last
week.
Mayor Karin Marks informed the
crowd at the rollout that earlier in the day
she had met Quebec municipal affairs
minister Nathalie Normandeau and raised
the funding question. Chagnon was with
her. The response was along the lines that
the department had requests for projects
worth about $2 billion while available
funds were something like $300 million.
Westmount is going to need a heck of a
sales pitch and be heard without the resentment that our name routinely attracts.
Unthinkable on our own?
Suppose, in an unthinkable worst case,
we get no federal or provincial funds and
are left on our own. How much could we
absorb?
What are the parameters? What will be
the effect of each $10 million on the average tax bill? We should have known this
from the start. It should have been debated
last summer.
Information provided for the launch
was far, far from the package promised. It
was scheduled to be delivered door-to-door
last week. Council now suggests that it will
be delayed until a third public meeting is
held late in May.
On the other hand, the new delay allows more time before the Ipsos-Reid pollsters begin their questioning. With so
many basics still unknown, there is a
chance later responses could give better
informed answers.
The planned poll of 800 people was
praised by experts for the likely accuracy
of the results. But, if those being questioned have only an anecdotal knowledge,
it will be worthless. Westmounters are ca-

pable of assessing complex issues. Here is
one that impacts their taxes, property values and amenities.
Such a major project deserves a major
open debate, at least a “town hall” style
meeting where ideas can be presented.
Not everyone can blog yet or even use a
computer, as envisaged by Mayor Marks
and as set up on the city’s website. Now
council has delayed the polling by about a
month, so there is still time.
The mayor is anxious to repeat the format of the April 2008 think tank in Victoria Hall. Then, small groups of citizens sat
with city staff at multiple tables each with
defined topics. City employees made reports.
Residents certainly produced some creative suggestions. But they were not audited by all participants, or even heard by
those at other tables. They were like
closed-door meetings in a public place.
Mayor Marks argues that more people
became involved, particularly those not
normally seen at city meetings. However,
I can’t help remembering how many such
“new” people stepped forward on the arti-

ficial turf issue at its town-hall style meetings arguing for, against and suggesting
alternatives.
Ironically, at last week’s council meeting, the mayor again committed to the
city’s participation in the open hearings on
the Turcot renovations currently being prepared by the Bureau d’audiences
publiques sur l’environnement (BAPE) for
the provincial government.
Surely, when we go, cap in hand, to
make a pitch for arena funds, it will
strengthen our case that we had our version of a BAPE consultation and the community came together under similar rules
to form a common position.
Citizen activist Don Wedge’s e-mail address
is dwedge@sympatico.ca.

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE
You can help by donating any type
of BOOKS to KidzSafe Foundation
to fund educational programs for kids.

Call for pick-up 514.702.4930

Friends of the Westmount Library
invite you to their

QUALITY USED BOOK SALE

reduce
relinquish

reuse
re-imagine

Sat. & Sun. April 25th & 26th, 10 am – 5 pm
342A av Victoria, Westmount

in the Westmount Room of the Library.

Books for everyone at very low prices. Proceeds from the sale
will be used to purchase new materials for the Library.
(If you have any books in excellent condition that you would like to donate,
please bring them to the Library now.)

Info: (514) 483-5604

4574 Sherbrooke West.

recycle
reclaim
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WMA calls for changes to
consultation process on arena

Council intervenes in resident’s
request for parks survey info

The board of the Westmount Municipal
Association (WMA) issued a press release
on April 9 calling for at least one singlemeeting information session on the
arena/pool project. The current format for
the three information sessions calls for attendees to break out into smaller, roundtable discussion groups.
The board thanked Mayor Karin Marks
and the city council for the proposed arena
plans, but also voiced concerns over
“transparency and provision of opportunities for Westmount citizens to ask questions.” The WMA has previously spoken
out on a similar issue in a letter to Mayor
Marks and council (see “WMA calls for

City council appeared open to a resident’s request for information related to
ongoing research into a two-year Fauteux
survey of Westmount’s parks and green
spaces that had been denied to him by the
city.
Patrick Barnard said he had made the
request a month ago under access to information laws. He had received a letter of
refusal from the city clerk April 6, which
denied the information because the study
was still preliminary.
He reminded council he had been asking for the information for a year. Considering taxpayers were paying a consultant
$100,000 in 2009 and 2010, he believed
it was in the public’s interest to obtain
some information or photos on the
progress being made.
Appearing somewhat surprised that the
request was denied, Mayor Karin Marks

arena consultation”, March 24, p. 1)
Specifically, the board requested that:
• the third, mid-May public information
session consist of a single meeting, moderated by an independent chairman,
• the city website provide a forum for
arena discussions with postings viewable
by all,
• questions to be asked in the post-meetings telephone poll be published as soon
as possible and the proposed questions be
on the agenda of the third public information meeting.
The comments echo the question asked
to council on April 6 by Melville Ave. resident Marilynn Gillies (see p. 8).

Heidi Hollinger to speak at
Women’s Canadian Club

Heidi Hollinger
Photo: Simon Normand

Westmounter
Heidi Hollinger
will be speaking
about her photography career at
the annual Spring
luncheon of the
Women’s Canadian Club of
Montreal on April
21. The event will
be held at the St.
James Club. Tickets are $55 for the
general
public

(514.489.0975).
Hollinger is best known for her photographs of Russian politicians, including
ones of Vladimir Putin and Mikhail Gorbachev. She has also photographed Fidel
Castro and the Dalai Lama.
She will be talking about her recently
published, French-language book, Mon-

sieur Poutine, vous permettez? She has also
published The Russians Emerge (in English), Les Russes (bilingual) and Heidi chez
les Soviets (French), as well as a book on
Quebec golf courses and books published
in Russia.
Hollinger currently maintains a portrait
studio near the Atwater Market and is
working on a French-language travel show,
to appear on TV in 2010.
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r
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1450 829-3852
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Turcot study in
English online
A summary in English of the environmental impact study for the Turcot
Complex renovations has been posted on
the BAPE (Bureau d’audiences publiques
sur l’environnement) web site. The report
is available at http://tinyurl.com/indieturcot.

pointed out that council had not yet had a
presentation from the consultant because
it had been focusing its time on the arena
project.
City councillor George Bowser, commissioner of Public Works and Parks, said
he had seen a CD of photos related to the
project and offered to do what he could to
help. Councillor Kathleen Duncan also
had reviewed the CD with the Horticultural Advisory Committee (HAC), which
she chairs, and felt it was “perfectly reasonable to release it.”
The matter was left with council agreeing to look into it.

High Risk Foot
Care Clinic
Do you have Diabetes,
foot pain, poor circulation?
If so, you have high risk feet

Our Nurse
Specialist can help

MILKMAN

514 866-6801

Home Delivery
Lactancia & Liberté

Queen Elizabeth Health Complex

Electronic
Independents
available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!
Sign up by writing us:
indie@
westmountindependent.com.

Cost: $50 first, $45 follow up session
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Gala to raise funds for
Linetsky memorial program
A “Night of Stars” gala evening will inaugurate and raise funds for the Jaclyn
Linetsky Performing Arts Program at St.
George’s School. It is being held on Thursday, April 23 at 6:30 pm at the Just for
Laughs Museum (2111 St. Lawrence Blvd.).
The event is being organized by Larry
and Terry Linetsky in memory of their
daughter Jaclyn.
The teenage actress died in September
2003 in a car accident on the way to the set
of her TV show 15/Love, where she played
Megan O’Connor. She had just graduated
from St. George’s, where she was class

valedictorian. Jaclyn was best known for
role as the English voice of cartoon character Caillou.
“St. George’s provided Jaclyn with a
solid education, rich in the arts and a
strong support system that encouraged
her talent,” said her mother. “Our goal is
to offer similar opportunities to other students.”
Additional funds raised will help set up
a summer theatre camp, scholarships and
a bursary program.
For more details on how to donate or to
buy tickets, go to www.anightofstars.com.

Please write
to us!
For consideration, letters to the editor
must identify them as “for
publication” and have authors’
customary first and last names, and
street names, all of which will be
published. Please also include contact
information (for follow-up purposes
only). We do not publish letters
regarding consumer complaints or
inter-neighbour disputes. Letters will
be edited for length, content and style.
Jaclyn Linetsky
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Residents react to arena plan
continued from p. 1

Leading off the questioners, former city
councillor and hockey player Nicolas

Architects Pierre Leclerc and Georges Bulette.

Matossian compared the parking at the
proposed arena with parking provisions at
Westmount’s most-used facility, the Westmount Public Library, across from the
busy Westmount Y.
City councillor Kathleen Duncan, commissioner of Library Services, replied that
many library users come by foot compared
with users of the arena. City councillor
Cynthia Lulham also pointed out that the
neighbourhood surrounding the arena is
already a high-density area that suffers
from parking problems.
Claude Brunelle, of Upper Lansdowne,
wanted to know “how are you going to finance it?”
“It’s difficult to tell you at this point because several pieces are missing,” Marks
said. She hoped funding would come
through government infrastructure
grants, private money and taxpayers. The
city had applied for the grants, which
could cover up to two-thirds of the cost.
The city was compiling models of
amounts taxpayers might have to pay
given worst, best and anticipated scenarios. “For us, the most important thing is
to be shovel-ready so we will have access
to grant money when it becomes available,” because it might not be offered
again.
Hockey player Howard Hoppenheim
said the council had done “a magnificent
job dealing with all aspects of a project of
this magnitude.” However, he wanted to
know “in the context of a $30-million project” how much more it would cost to build
the second rink to full NHL-size.
Marks said it was not a cost issue but
rather site restraints posed by de Maisonneuve to the north, apartment buildings to
the east and the dog run to the west. She

said the Sports and Recreation Department found that a second rink of 185 feet
was “normal for many municipalities” and
considered full size.
In reply to Hoppenheim’s question of
cost, city councillor Patrick Martin said it
would be about $500,000 more – if the
rink fit. Hoppenheim asked that it be
looked at again.
Murray Hill resident Tim Anderson
said user stats indicated 40 percent of all
children in Westmount were enrolled in
the department’s formal programs while
25 percent of Westmounters had recreation passes. He submitted a petition of
some 226 names urging council to move
forward with the project. It was an annex
to one deposited previously by Jim Stein
containing 400 signatures.
Helen McNamara, a mother of arena
users, appealed to the council to look into
supplementing a telephone poll with some
other way of capturing the opinion of
those who use the arena. She noted that
phone polls typically occur over the supper
hour “when most of the mums are at the
rink and not available to express their
opinions.”

Helen McNamara, mother of arena users.

Marks replied that Ipsos pollsters had
proposed a poll of 800 as being more than
representative. But McNamara said, “I
want to just point out the number is not
the issue but the people (being contacted).” She volunteered to help if another
way could be found.
Melville resident Marilynn Gillies asked
if the format of the proposed information
meetings (April 18, 21 and mid to late May)
could be changed from break-out, roundtable discussions to one group “where we
can all hear the same thing.”
Marks defended the concept as being
more conducive to dialogue and exchange
of ideas among residents. Martin suggested that by having a general presentation before breaking up into smaller
groups might ensure that “everyone hears
the same thing.”
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Cut-away views of proposed arena/pool, looking south

Dog run
Entrance and exit to
underground parking

Larger (200-foot by 85-foot) rink and underground parking lot.

Dog run

Pool

Smaller (185-foot by 85-foot) rink at left and pools at right.

Bird’s eye view of proposal

What’s in it for other
interest groups
By Laureen Sweeney
Besides hockey and skating, the newly
unveiled preliminary design for the new
arena/pool facility also impacts other
recreational and park activities:
• The plan leaves both the junior tennis
court and the dog run unchanged and,
according to Mayor Karin Marks, calls for
bike racks to be installed at all four entrances, which also will be handicap-accessible. At this point, there are no plans
to remove the tennis practice wall.
• While some swimmers have already noticed what appears to be a relatively small
deck area surrounding the two pools, the
new 25-meter, eight-lane pool, with two
one-meter diving boards, could be particularly conducive to swimming laps.
The pool will also be deep enough to
allow for the use of starting blocks by

• City figures record an average of 41,800
visits to the pool each year, an average of
450 per day. The pool is also home to the
Dolphins swim team. The team had a
membership of 130 in 2008, compared
to 104 two years earlier.
• The second, smaller pool for young children measures 17m x 11m. It will be entirely separate from the larger one rather
than simply a roped-off section. Its depth
has not yet been announced and is dependent on safety issues and regulations.
• While no news has been announced concerning possible provision for the swimming, skating and hockey programs
during construction, “we’re working on
it,” Marks said.
• The roofline of the proposed arena will
not exceed that of the existing one.

New,
smaller
rink

Pool

swim teams. The pool is 17 meters wide.

Children’s pool

Current
parking

Dog run

Larger
rink
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CHATEAU BONAVISTA

Celebrating 10 years of VivaVoce

4555 Bonavista Prime location adjacent Westmount
Bachelor Suites, 3½’s, 4½’s, 5½’s from $745 – 2,395
4½ available immediately at $1495.00.

●
●
●
●

Beautiful Olympic-size indoor salt water pool
Sauna ● Gym ● 24 hour doorman
Indoor parking
Heating, hot water, air conditioning,
and appliances included

bonavista@cromwellmgt.ca

514-481-8163

www.cromwellmgt.ca

Vocal ensemble VivaVoce’s 10th anniversary concert was showcased by the performance of
three of Bach’s early cantatas on April 3 at Redpath Hall, followed by birthday cake and
bubbly. Among those who attended were, from left, Westmounters Charmian Harvey,
member of VivaVoce’s Advisory Committee, Duncan McNeill, Peter Schubert, artistic
director, chorist Lori Henig and Diana McNeill, also a member of the Advisory Committee.

Two and a Half Centuries
of Jewish Life in Montreal
By award-winning journalist
and historian Joe King
Available in bookstores later this month

CFG Heward Investment Management Ltd.
Sound investment management should provide safety of capital and a long-term
rate of return – As an investor, have you been achieving this?
At CFG Heward Investment Management Ltd, our 6 experienced portfolio managers strive to
preserve and grow our clients’ assets by following a prudent and disciplined investment process.
CFG Heward Investment Management Ltd. has offered global investment management services
to private investors, family trusts, estates, and charitable foundations since 1981.
If you are looking for financial advice or a change in your financial advisor,
please contact Jamie or Geoff Heward
2115 rue de la Montagne Montréal, Québec H3G 1Z8
Tel: 514-985-5757 e-mail: heward@heward.com

www.heward.com
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BRIAN DUTCH
⻬Respected ⻬Recommended
ANOTHER JUST LISTED!

ACCEPTED OFFER

Westmount Adj. – 3773 Vendome Ave.

St.Henri-Atwater Market area
2365 Quesnel, #4

⻬Results

ACCEPTED OFFER

McGill Ghetto – 3583 Durocher #2

Spacious “Lambert” built home, 4+1 bedrooms, 3½ bathrooms,
fabulous new kitchen, inground pool, garage.

Delightful 2 bdr 1,032 sq.ft townhouse set in a beautiful park setting.

Charming 2 bedroom, 979 sq. ft condo. 2 balconies, fireplace,
hardwood floors, exposed brick wall, + 9'7 ceilings.

$849,000

$259,000

$299,000

ACCEPTED OFFER

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

Westmount – 26 Thornhill Ave.

Westmount adj – 3568 Vendome Ave.

Westmount – 175 Cote St.Antoine

NDG – 2237 Madison Ave. #305

The most amazing location! Lovely views!
Exquisitely renovated.

Amazing potential! Spacious, detached, 4 bedrooms,
ground floor den, 2 car garage. Fabulous location.

Gloriously sun filled 4+den det. home.
Exceptionally lovely garden!

Here’s great value! 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, balcony and garage.
1,346 sq. ft. A/C

$1,088,000

$699,000

$1,495,000

$272,500

Westmount – 646 Roslyn Ave.

Westmount – 36 York

Habitat

This one's the one! A great family home. So spacious,
loaded with charm, and a lovely street too.

Best deal going! Victoria Village, semi-detached, updated,
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, parking, finished basement.

Spacious 1,800 sq. ft. 3 cube unit. Breathtaking city and
harbour views. Huge terrace. Extensively renovated.

$959,000

$589,000

$695,000

WWW.BRIANDUTCH.COM
514 386 2902
Affiliated Real Estate Agent
RE/MAX WESTMOUNT Inc. Chartered Real Estate – Broker/Independently owned & operated
†RE/MAX International year end standings for all of 2008.
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ArtNow, last week

9 Lives: The adorable Bridget
By Lyzanne

Speakers at April 7’s ArtNow meeting at the Westmount Library were, from left: Susan Mott (water
colourist), Jason Goldsmith (stained glass artist) and Kate Fellerath (photographer). Goldsmith is the
founder of Big Blue Hug, a consultancy that uses pictures to communicate with autistic children. He
discovered the technique by drawing pictures for his own autistic son, Ellis, who drew pictures in reply.

Bridget, an adorable
kitten, is about 6
months old. She has
had a rough start in
life. During a very cold
February day, she appeared out of nowhere
at a nice lady’s back
door, frantically begging to be let in. This
lady noticed that this
small and helpless kitten’s
ears had frostbite and immediately took her in.
Bridget was then fostered by Gerdy’s Rescues
and received veterinary
care (her vaccinations and
the operation to get
spayed). Her ears are a little different because of
damage from the frostbite, but she is now a very
healthy kitten.
A true Irish rose, Bridget has an affectionate,
playful disposition that
makes her a wonderful

addition to any family. If you would like to
know more about Bridget, please contact
Gerdy on her cell phone at 514.203.9180
or email her at info@gerdysrescue.org.
Many thanks for giving this lovely kitten a chance at adoption.
Your neighbour,
Lyzanne
Artwork by
Laura S. Cohendet

Bridget

Caroline Labelle, a
Westmounter for more
than 30 years is pleased
to inform you that

SPRING/SUMMER 2009
REGISTER NOW

Alexander Furs
is transferring its
fur storage facility to

Labelle Furs.

Discover Dawson

Spring/
Summer
2009
Office hours:
Monday – Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Registration
online
available
www.dawson
college.qc.ca/ctd

Centre for Training & Development
• Microsoft Office
• Arts and Drama
Applications
Screenwriting for Hollywood,
Painting with Acrylics,
Portfolio Preparation,
• Photography
and more ...
Camera Basics,
• Languages
Documentary Photography,
French, English, Chinese,
Environmental Portraiture,
Japanese, Spanish, Italian
Wedding Photography,
and more...
• Multimedia
Web Design, Illustrator for
Fashion Design, lllustrator,
Photoshop, Flash,
and more...

For additional information and a
complete list of our offerings, please
visit our web site or contact us

4001 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West,
Suite 2G.1, Montreal, QC H3Z 3G4
Tel: (514) 933-0047

Direct Access

Good living comes with
age. Why not retire in perfect
elegance and ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will
tend to all your needs 24
hours every single day.
Please call us regarding our
affordable rentals:

Our company has been in
business for more than
100 years at
6570 St. Hubert St.
and we are the 4th
generation in Montreal.
We will be happy to
continue the same service
for your precious furs including free
pick up and delivery, storage on sight in
our refrigerated vault as well as insurance,
cleaning, repairs and remodelling.

25% discount on remodelling during April.

Please call us at
514.288.1119 or 514.276.3701
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Colourfully Yours:

Calgary, carpets and colour
By Greta von Schmedlapp,
muse to Aurélien Guillory
My dear design fiends, we
must not listen to those
Montrealers who think
there’s no culture in the
Prairies! Aurel and I have
now explored Calgary three
times, and I am pleased to
report that there is much
more to it than we Easterners thought.
As you might remember, we were there
last month for a presentation on methods
of creating colour schemes to accentuate
various kinds of Persian and other handwoven carpets. We then returned just recently, and besides visiting surprising
shops of Oriental imports, we also visited
some art galleries – always an indicator of
the people’s taste. Several artists exhibiting there are also at our own Galerie de
Bellefeuille.
As many of you readers and design people here in Montreal know, we are fortunate to have a good variety of suppliers of

J L.C
Interiors
(514) 862-1223

area rugs. In alphabetical order (so no one
is insulted!), we have Ararat on Park,
Bashir on Decarie, Gito on Notre Dame,
Tola on Laurier, Multi-Carpette on Royalmount and Nouraie at Ogilvy’s. I’m sure I
have forgotten someone, but that’s all we
have dealt with recently.
Well, in Calgary, the House of Persian
Rugs has a huge collection that belies the
idea that there are few resources in the
West. Their current stock is over 5,000,
and is recognized as one of the top in
North America, as they are suppliers for
all of the West and have been for over 40
years! We met them two years ago and
were floored (pardon the pun) to see such
a selection.
Now, I really must be frank with you,
dear readers. It’s not only Calgarians who
are timid with selecting colour schemes.
Here in cosmopolitan Montreal, we also
see many cautious people using the notorious scheme of “beige on beige, with accents of beige.” I really do believe Aurel’s
adage “the right colour is cheaper than the
wrong colour” because it costs you when
you have to re-paint the wrong one over!
Of course, the question often is: How do
you find a good colour scheme?
Friends, please use the Persian carpet
or your favourite painting as the source of
your colours. The carpet is generally the
largest and most precious decorative item
in the room, so do pay attention to the proportions of the colours to let you create a
good system. Sometimes the glorious rose
or ruby of the carpet’s centre could be a
good choice to create a dramatic feeling,
or the leafy sage or celadon green to create a soothing one. If you have a carpet
called Nain, the soft French or royal blue
will provide a rich and elegant atmosphere. Yes, there are often many kinds of

creams, ivories, camels and sandy colours
woven in with the stronger colours – use
them for the woodwork and large upholstered furniture, and use the stronger
colours for smaller chairs, and cushions.
White walls are a cop-out – never ever for
Persians!
I must mention that
venerable lighting source continued on p. 16

For all your construction & renovation needs

Castle Forge Construction Inc.
Back in town to provide
Westmount with the best
personalized services
25 years experience
Formerly on Debbie Travis’ Facelift.

NEW HOMES
ADDITIONS
RENOVATIONS

IAN BUTZPHAL Cell: (514) 576-3201
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Queen Elizabeth Complex to host 6th Tuscan fundraiser
The Queen Elizabeth Health Complex
will host its 6th annual “Under the Tuscan
Sun” wine tasting on Thursday, April 23
from 6 pm to 8 pm at Parisian Laundry
(3550 St. Antoine St. West).
Tuscan wines to be sampled include
Colline di Toscana 2006, Brunello di Montalcino 2003, Rosso di Montalcino 2006
and Vermentino San Felice 2007. There
will also be a silent auction and music by

The Fundamentals.
The funds raised will go toward the
purchase of a new, much-needed x-ray machine.
Tickets are $150 each and are on sale at
Tony Shoes (1346 Greene Ave.) and Westmount Florist (360 Victoria Ave.), as well
as at the Queen Elizabeth Health Complex
by calling 514.485.5018.

Study students inspired
by Elizabeth May
continued from p. 3

From left, Tuscan Sun organizers Élaine Lalonde, Brian Marcil, Irene Tschernomor (QEHC Executive
Director), Tony Fargnoli of Tony Shoes, David Pickrell of Westmount Florist and Robert Anderson.

empowering youth to take action. With
about 200 students in attendance, the
event attracted a dozen schools from Quebec and Ontario.
Both from Westmount, Bertoia and
Magonet have been busy making The
Study more environmentally sound by encouraging students to walk or bike to

school, organizing an on-campus composting system and upgrading the school’s
recycling program. After listening to the
Green Party leader discuss floods, famine
and other deadly effects global warming
has on impoverished nations around the
globe, Magonet said May’s talk expanded
on “exactly the issues we are trying to
tackle.”

Quebec Classifieds
Antiques
ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into ready cash.
International buyer wants to purchase your antiques, paintings,
china, crystal, silverware, jewellery, rare books, sports,
movies, postcards, coins, stamps
and records. 514-501-9072.
Business
Opportunities

too risky and weird. All your
friends and co-workers are married. Don’t want to settle. Sound
familiar? We can help www.
mistyriverintros.com. Meet local
people/see current photos. (514)
879-0573.

your ad into 28 weekly papers
throughout Quebec – just $160.
Book 3 weeks within a 3 month
period and receive the 4th week
free! One phone call does it all!
Call Marnie at QCNA 514-4536300. Visit: www.qcna.org.

Financial Services

A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE –
Get your first month free. Bad
credit, don’t sweat it. No deposits, no credit checks. Call
Freedom Phone Lines today toll
free 1-866-884-7464.

DEBT CONSOLIDATION PROGRAM. Helping Canadians repay
debts, reduce or eliminate interest, regardless of your credit.
Steady Income? You may qualify
for instant help. Considering
Bankruptcy? Call 1-877-220-3328
FREE Consultation Government
Approved, BBB Member.

$$$MAKE FAST CASH – Part
time/full time self-employment.
Driveway Sealing Systems, line
painters, hot boxes, hot pour
crack machines, blowers, asphalt preservative products. Call
toll free 1-800-465-0024. Visit: FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drownwww.protectasphalt.com.
ing in debt! Stop the harassment.
Bankruptcy might not be the anCareer Training
swer. Together let’s find a soluMEDICAL
TRANSCRIPTION tion – Free Consultation. Bill
TRAINING. Learn from home or Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy.
on-site! Work from home or on- 514-983-8700.
site! Financing may be available.
Contact CanScribe TODAY for $500$LOAN SERVICE, by phone,
FREE information. 1-800-466-1535 no credit refused, quick and
easy, payable over 6 or 12 inor info@canscribe.com.
stallments. Toll Free: 1-877-776Companions
1660.
Five reason to join Misty River
For Sale
Introductions. You’re too busy to
meet people on your own. You The Quebec Community Newsdon’t like the bar scene. Internet papers Association can place

SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00Convert your logs to valuable
lumber with your own Norwood
portable band sawmill. Log skidders also available. www.norwoodsawmills.ca/400t – FREE Information: 1-800-566-6899 Ext.
400 OT.
HOME PHONE DISCONNECTED?
Call Home Phone Reconnect
Toll-free: 1-866-287-1348 Reasonable rates, friendly service.
Don’t be without a home phone.
1-866-287-1348.
#1 high speed internet $18.95/
month. Absolutely no ports are
blocked. Unlimited downloading.
Up to 5Mps download and
800Kbps upload. Order today at

www.acanac.ca or call toll free
1-866-281-3538.

PARDON
(1-866-972-7366). day! 1-800-731-8046 – www.holwww.RemoveYourRecord.com. idaygroup.com/sc.

Personals
HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best
Price, Best Quality. All Shapes & *PAST *PRESENT *FUTURE * #1
Colours Available. Call 1-866-652- Psychics!
*1-877-478-4410*
6837. www.thecoverguy.ca.
Credit Cards / deposit or phone
AMAZING RELIEF the first night! 1-900-783-3800 $3.19 min (18+).
Restless Leg Syndrome and leg For a psychic NOW! Meet us at:
cramps gone. Sleep deeply, safe www.mysticalconnections.ca.
with medication, proven results DATING SERVICE. Long term /
guaranteed! www.allcalm.com short term relationships, free
1-800-765-8660.
calls! 1-877-297-9883. Exchange
AFFORDABLE PHONE RECON- voice messages, voice mailNECTION. Bad credit – no prob- boxes 1-888-534-6984. Live adult
lem! Call Tembo Telecom and casual conversations 1 on 1, 1ask about our new customer 866-311-9640, meet on chat lines.
special. Sign up online and save Local single ladies 1-877-804$20. 1-877-266-6398; www.tembo. 5381 (18+).
ca.
Services
Help Wanted
CRIMINAL RECORD? Our comA1 $$$Business w/Inc 500 int’l plete service can help. Trust your
company. Are you motivated, National Pardon / US waiver apambitious, with leadership skills? plication to the professionals at
Earn up to $1000-$5000/mth. Car the National Pardon Centre™.
bonus for top performers. www.nationalpardon.org. Call
free 1-866-242-2411.
www.goto.ilovesuccess.net.
REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A
CRIMINAL Record can follow
you for life. Only PARDON SERVICES CANADA has 20 years experience. Guaranteeing record
removal.
Call:
1-8-NOW-

Local Classifieds
INCOME
TAX
RETURNS.
Accountant, CGA, 10 years experience in big accounting firms,
available to prepare your personal tax returns. Please call
514-622-0202.
Caregiver specialising in dementia care etc. Top notch references. 514.421.4245
A/C Pinguino 11000 BTU,
portable, dripless, barely used.
$280. 514-730-6433

For classifieds in the Westmount
Independent ($1 per word, plus
tax, minimum $10), please email
your text to classifieds@
westmountindependent.com. For
payment (by VISA only), please
call 514.223.6138 and leave your
card number, or fax your card
number to 514.935.9241. Unfortunately, cost considerations make
these the only acceptable methVacation/Travel
ods for sending text and payTIMESHARE FORECLOSURES – ment. Advertisements must be
Save 60-80% off retail! Best re- received, and paid for, by Friday
sorts & seasons! Throughout at noon before publication.
Canada, US, Caribbean and
more! Call for free catalogue to-
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An important part of our community.
These real estate entrepreneurs support Westmount’s only Westmount-owned community newspaper.
They are real estate. We are Westmount. And we thank them.

Independent Gold Club* members
McGuigan Pepin Inc.**
Joan & Jill Prévost, Royal LePage Heritage**
Brian Dutch, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Marie Sicotte, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Christina Miller, Profusion Realty Inc.
Bunny Berke, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Joyce Faughnan, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.**
Christopher Gardiner, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.**
Tania Kalecheff, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Martin Rouleau, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.

The Originals†
Jane Allan, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Claude Boulay, Profusion Realty Inc.
Danielle Boulay, Profusion Realty Inc.
Julie Bourne, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Vivian & Brian Grant, Profusion Realty Inc.
Anne-Marie Larue, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Peggy McMullan, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Maria Santini, Royal LePage Heritage

The 2008-2009 vintage
Béatrice Baudinet, Royal LePage Heritage
Julie Bédard, Royal LePage Heritage
Ron Benveniste & Esti Jedeikin, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Carmen Berlie, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Edythe Berman, Royal LePage Heritage
Carmen Berlie, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Deena Caplan, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Julia Daniels, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest J. D. Inc.
Pam Davidson McLernon, Royal LePage Heritage
Lillian Engels, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Joanne De Sève, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Marlene Fischel Rubin, Royal LePage Heritage
Terry Evans, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Timothy Gelfand, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Tania Gilbert Picard, Royal LePage Heritage
Patricia Hinojosa, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.

*Full-page advertisers.

**Also an original.

Lucette Hivon, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
JJ Jacobs Realty Inc.
Sylvie Lafrenière, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Chelsea Lax, RE/MAX Westmount Inc.
Marie-Claire Le Pessec, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Nicole Loth, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Joseph Montanaro, Sotheby’s International Realty
Mitzi Morganti, Groupe Sutton Immobilia Inc.
Kathy Osgood, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Roseline Pierre-Louis, Groupe Sutton Immobilia Inc.
Ellie Silver, Royal Lepage Heritage
Martha Tsadilas, Royal LePage Heritage
Nancy Taub, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Lynda Taylor, Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest Inc.
Geneviève Thebaud, Groupe Sutton Immobilia Inc.

†Clients who appeared in our first four issues.

Active, 2009 clients only. Please tell us of any errors.
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Westmount Art Scene

Driven to abstraction:
Sokolowski, Provost and Guez
By Heather Black
A splotch, a square, a pasted penny!
Imaginative play is at the heart of abstract
art. But each artist’s interpretation is
unique, as three Westmount exhibits reveal.
Dominik Sokolowski at Galerie D’Este
Sokolowski combines paint with pasted
personal objects – newspaper from his native Poland, a paint chip or clothes peg.
“Novembre 13” is a mix of rhythmic
sweeps of black, gray and red paint with
transparent glazes against a white background. The effect is a musical dance between positive and negative space.
Known for his colourful block-style
painting, this Quebec artist creates highly
textural works. In “Février 48”, corrugated
cardboard and blue-jean denim dominate
the composition to create a dense and
complex work. The schematic “Février 2”
is, on the other hand, quiet and serene.
Resembling a floor plan, the textural
grid serves as a template for other works –
blue and black blocks in one, or green and
yellow in another. The work of a designer,
these paintings are variations on a theme,
or – like music – improvisations.
Sokolowski exhibits at Galerie D”Este
from April 18 to May 3.
Jean-François Provost at
Galerie de Bellefeuille
Rhythm and repetition also dominate
Provost’s elegant abstract compositions. A
talented colourist, Provost adds a splash of
yellow, orange or red to a restrained palette
of tans, grays and black. The solid black
background of “Plénitude du vide 62”
dramatizes the central white and gray
motif.
For this artist, less is decidedly more. A
quiet paint drip or red squiggle enhances
the emotive quality of the paintings. Seemingly spontaneous, the flower-like dabs
against a nest brown of “Plénitude du vide,
acte 2-3” tease the imagination.
A later variation “Acte 2-10” is exuberant yet restrained, with fine lines and
smooth yellows and greens.
A Quebec participant in the 2007 Florence Biennale, Provost exhibits from
April 23 to May 4 at Galerie de Bellefeuille.
Nathalie Guez at Victoria Hall
For this Westmounter, a chair is abstract sculpture. An architect, Guez plays
with positive and negative space in a threedimensional form. Her work is minimal-

Dominik Sokolowski “Février 2”

ist, yet complex, combining elegance with
wit.
In the “Afro-chaises” series, each of the
six black dining room chairs is unique.
Decorations–a bone or a chair leg with
three anklets–reflect tribal masks and humour. But her chairs also exude a sense of
humanity.
“Myrium”, a lounge chair with a large
“O” side cushion, a tribute to her mother,
suggests comfort and love. Another, the
overstuffed red “Asia” also combines the
symbolic with function. Guez’s chairs are
on exhibit until April 21 at Victoria Hall.
In these exhibits, the artists’ sense of
play prevails. But it is experimentation that
confronts and teases the viewer. Challenging existing perceptions of beauty and design, this art is a reminder to look again
and find another way.

Colourfully Yours
continued from p.13

on Greene Ave, AREVCO. I love their solutions for bookshelf and kitchen cabinet
lighting. Your room will come alive with
illumination on top of a wall unit to
bounce light off the ceiling. Cooks will
love to see the veggies they are chopping
more easily with some thin tube lighting
hiding under the top cabinets and illuminating the work surface. After all one does
not want to have finger bits left in the
sauce! Please ask Greg or Robert to show
you the new tiny LED strip lights, or the
European dimmable Linestra tubes in 1/3,
1/2 or full meter sizes.
Finally, I must ask you all to please visit
my friendly sources mentioned and give
me a report, as I’d like to dialogue with all
of you out there. I must get out of this
chair, and slip into a dry martini!
Hugs, your Greta Von Schmedlapp.
Keep those comments coming to
aurelien@colorsbyaurelien.com
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For
what we’re
we’redoing…
doing…
Forreaders
readers who
who like
like what
Please remember: No ads, no Indie
and
Advertisers need FEEDBACK!
The advertising industry is a challenging one at the moment.
Advertisers have many options: magazines, newspapers,
internet, flyers, radio – and choosing not to advertise at all!
Here at the Independent, things are going very well – and we
are working hard to keep it that way.
Could we trouble you to tell our advertisers that you’ve seen
their ad, that you get (or pick up) the Independent regularly
and that you value it? They need to know that their money is
being spent in a publication that people read and enjoy.
For readers who don’t like what we’re doing, please call me.
We’ll try to fix it.
David Price, Editor
514.935.4537
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Underdog: Deuce

Councillor Martin ‘bothered’ by
multi attendees to faraway conferences
continued from p. 1

did not, by law, have to be declared.
Martin said he had been bothered that
the four people were being sent so far

Building permits
The following permits were approved at
council meetings March 18 and April 6:
70 Rosemount Cresc.: to replace windows,
modify basement door opening and
make exterior repairs;
443 Claremont: to install a fence inside
northeast and southeast property lines;
253-257 Melville: to replace front windows;
438-440 Mount Stephen: to modify two
openings on north façade;
20 Renfrew: to replace windows and door
and to create a new opening on the
south façade;
649 Côte St. Antoine: to replace windows
at heritage category 1* home;

away at the same time – especially given
that some of Lulham’s expenses were already covered by other sources in her capacity as a speaker.
Now that the amount was amended, he

M

What’s permitted

517 Lansdowne: to build a new solarium in
the back yard;
343 Metcalfe: to change windows, front
door and garage doors;
1 Belvedere Rd.: to change front door and
two windows;
1232 Greene: to install a new sign for
Kashima;
601 Roslyn: to replace front and side windows;
563 Lansdowne: to replace side and rear
windows as well as garage door;
462 Strathcona: to change front and side
windows;
436 Wood: to replace rear window.

By Fern Breslaw

would vote for the resolution.
City councillor Tom Thompson, who
chairs the Finance and Administration
committee, said he thought $9,100 was
reasonable considering the councillors
were giving up their time to attend and
“these people aren’t going to a party.”
Others supported his belief that the
FCM conference provides an excellent opportunity for networking, and picking up
newest and best practices from other municipalities and the accompanying Municipal Expo, a trade show.
At such a sizeable conference that attracts 2,000 to 3,000 people, sending several councillors meant they could attend
many different seminars.
In pointing out that Westmount was a
founding member of the FCM, Lulham,
who is an FCM committee member, explained the organization’s value and success as a municipal lobby group. She
believed it was important for people to get
together to pass motions and bring back
information that can be shared with others.

RESTAURANT
SOUVLAKI

“Famous Grilled
Chicken”
6544 Somerled

west of Cavendish
(514) 227-0505• 227-0606

Pitbulls aren’t nasty, they’re just a little
pathetic. They are sensitive souls who get
hurt very easily and tend to over-dramatize

Deuce

everything – sort of like teenagers. That’s
what makes them such good guard dogs,
fighters and working dogs; they will do
most anything for praise and validation in
an attempt to boost their fragile self- esteem.
Enter Deuce. He is a pitbull. He is sensitive. He is insecure. Deuce was recently
attacked by another dog, which has left
him with big chunks missing out of both
his sides. The poor guy didn’t even try to
fight back; he just lay down and took it. He
is very sweet but is becoming quite depressed as nobody wants him or pays
much attention to him. He urgently needs
a loving home filled with praise and reassurance. Please call 514.969.3367 with any
questions or visit Deuce at the Montreal
SPCA.
Update: Milly, the puppy mill rescue
who disappeared three weeks ago (Independent, April 1, p. 16), was found and,
thanks to her microchip, is now back
home where she belongs. Hooray.

RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC.
Outstanding Agents Outstanding Results®

1330 Greene Avenue
Westmount
514 933-6781

CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER
independently owned and operated

Photo: Marko Kulik

5673 Monkland Avenue
N.D.G.
514 482-3347

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – April 14-15, 2009 – 19

Comin’ Up...
Friday, April 17: Mayor’s Blood Donor
Clinic between 2 and 8 pm at Victoria
Hall. This year, Westmount’s goal is 100
pints of blood. Info: Community Events
514.989.5265.

Monday, April 20: Preview of the 2009
Blue Metropolis Montreal International
Literary Festival (April 22-26) by Linda
Leith, founder and artistic director. Atwater Library at 12:30 pm. Free.

Saturday, April 18: “The Midnight Ride
of Paul Revere in 1775” featuring a jazz
and words reading of Longfellow’s poem.
Atwater Library at 7:30 pm. Any donations
welcome but $9 or more includes door
prizes and refreshments. Info: byrontoben@videotron.ca

Tuesday, April 21: The Women’s Canadian Club of Montreal’s annual Spring
luncheon with guest speaker and Westmounter Heidi Hollinger, international
portrait photographer. St. James Club
(1145 Union Ave.) at 11:30 am. $50, regular; $55, non-members. 514.489.0975.

Saturday, April 18: “Empty Bowls”
fundraiser at Unitarian Church of Montreal (5035 de Maisonneuve, corner Claremont) from 11 am to 2 pm. Share a
community meal to raise awareness of the
fight against hunger in Montreal. At door,
tickets $20 (includes, soup, bread, fruit
and bowl to keep); $5 for lunch only; free
for children age 5 and under. All proceeds
go to hunger-fighting organizations. www.
emptybowlsmontreal.org

Tuesday, April 21: Public information
meeting on the arena/pool project at 7 pm
at Victoria Hall. The same presentation
will be made at the April 18 and 21 meetings. Info: www.westmount.org, click on
Recreation and Culture.

Saturday, April 18: Public information
meeting on the arena/pool project at 12
noon at Victoria Hall. The second session
is Tuesday, April 21 at 7 pm at Victoria
Hall. The same presentation will be made
at both meetings. Info: www.westmount.
org, click on Recreation and Culture.
Monday, April 20: Marianopolis College’s (4873 Westmount Ave.) free weeklong arts and culture celebration starts
today and ends April 24. Features music
recitals, readings, film screenings, a play
and art exhibitions by students and staff.
www.marianopolis.edu/artsfest and marianopolis.edu/artsfestconcert.

We all need electricity!

Wednesday, April 22: Westmount
Healthy City Project Tree Walk for Earth
Day, 4 to 6 pm. Guide Bronwyn Chester.
Assembling Westmount Park, Library entrance. Free. All welcome. Rain or shine.
Saturday, April 25: Spring book sale at
the Westmount Public Library April 25
and 26 between 10 am and 5 pm. Donations of books in good condition can be
dropped off at the front desk anytime before the sale, or pick-ups can be arranged.
Info: Friends of the Westmount Public
Library, Carolyn O’Neill at 514.483.5604.
Saturday, April 25: The Orpheus Singers
under the direction of Peter Schubert,
present “Dolor et Gaudium,” a concert of
Renaissance music for Holy Week and
Easter, featuring works by Gesualdo, Tallis
et Lassus. 8 pm at St. Matthias’ Church,
Reserve: 514.846.8464.

Westmount
Park United
Church
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W
corner Lansdowne
(514) 937-1146

Weekly Saturday
Service
4:30 p.m.
Come relax and enjoy
worship & warm
fellowship at WPUC.
Check out our website at:
www.westmountparkuc.org

“Make the Right Choices”

Béatrice Baudinet
Royal Lepage Heritage affiliated agent

514.934.1818
514.912.1482

Shop Westmount!
Spring Arrivals!

Sharyn Scott on Consignment

Exciting New Jewellery...

Women’s and Men’s
Quality, gently used clothing,
shoes, handbags and jewellery
4925 Sherbrooke St. West (at Prince Albert)

4875A Sherbrooke St. W. (514) 488-0444

(514) 484-6507

Grad
Dresses!

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

322 Victoria Ave. (at de Maisonneuve)
514 369-4799

514.484.5987

www.astripruggerdesign.com

4970 Sherbrooke Street West

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
indie@westmountindependent.com.

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount
for over 60 years

Adrian Grinberg d.d.
o
dq DENTUROLOGIST

For info. on elōs hair removal
on all skin and hair color

Specialized in renovations
for older homes
Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

Complete DENTURE
Service

www.lisaanella.com

Tel: 514-481-0125
5800 St. Jacques W.
Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

Hookless

Partials
Emergency
1 hr Repair
Implant Dentures

2545 Cavendish 514 982-2517

Since
1977

Cuisine Continental

4 Somerville, Westmount
(coin Victoria)

514 485-2502

Certified Custom Framer on Site
318A Victoria Ave. • 514.369.2633

M.A.D. Catering
Food from my kitchen to your
table. Dinner parties, cocktail
parties, luncheons, microwave
dinners and more! Please call
514 586 1248 or visit the website
at www.madcatering.com
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JOAN & JILL PRÉVOST
Affiliated Real Estate Agents

TOP 1% ACROSS CANADA*
PALME
D’OR DU
PRÉSIDENT

Joan Prévost

ATTESTATION
PLATINE DU
PRÉSIDENT

CLUB
DES DIX

Office: 514 934-1818

Chartered Real Estate Broker

www.joanprevost.com

Heritage
4 Westmount SQ., #110
Westmount

Cell: 591-0804

Cell: 915-1696 Jill Prévost, BComm

WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING, OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU IS...RESULTS!
WESTMOUNT FEATURED PROPERTIES

OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4

CHATEAU WESTMOUNT SQUARE – 20th floor – Best Westmount
address! Unparalleled and unobstructed southern, northern and
western views!! Corner unit with 2,939 sq. ft. of spectacular space
for entertaining on a grand scale! Simply one-of-a-kind and not to
be missed! A visit is worth a thousand words! Asking $1,999,000.

TRAFALGAR – Opportunity of a lifetime! Renovate or build your
dream home on over 10,000 sq.ft. of private sun-filled land with
southern views! The best of both worlds – Montreal permits and
Westmount services! Unparalleled entertaining space awaits the
lucky buyers! Offers invited!

ELM: Impeccable & completely renovated & restored 1894
greystone with the finest of taste and quality. Simply move-in
to this 3+1 bdrm home w/12' ceilings, unparalleled plaster
mouldings/columns, A/C, master w/ensuite, eat-in kitchen, new
media room in basement, 3 decks & 2-car parking. One visit and
you will be impressed! Asking $1,395,000.

1 SEVERN – LOCATION! The perfect condo alternative situated
on a quiet street in mid-level Westmount! Completely renovated
from A-Z, this sunny 3+1 bedroom home is perfect for the couple
who loves entertaining! With 2 garages, 2 terraces, a/c and top of
the line appliances this home is not to be missed! Now asking
$1,198,000.

ROSLYN: Completely renovated 3-storey, 3+1 bedroom home loaded w/country charm! From the exposed brick, brand new kitchen
leading onto a private deck and garden with Jacuzzi, Mexican oak
floors, fireplace, large master w/ensuite, finished bsmt & 3-4 car
prkg, this home is one-of-a-kind! Asking $1,095,000

4-6 WINDSOR: Opportunity! Unique Victorian duplex (was/can be
cottage) situated on a bright corner steps from Victoria Village! One
visit to this second-empire dwelling and you will see the potential!
2-car parking, 2 entrances, semi-finished basement, tons of detail ing and improvements throughout, this property is awaiting your
special touch! Asking $799,000.

VICTORIA: Impeccable and sun-filled 2+2 bdrm ground floor
condo w/ approx. 2,700 sq.ft. Of wonderful living space & exclusive
use of the lovely backyard. W/central air, central vac, oak floors,
tons of improvements & integ. Garage; this condo feels like a home
& is steps from everything! Asking $639,000.

ST. HUBERT (PLATEAU) WOW! The most unique condo to hit the
plateau! Approx. 1,978 sq.ft. 2-storey, 3 bedroom, completely renovated condo with a/c! The 750sq.ft. rooftop terrace with whirlpool,
bar and shower is ready for entertaining on a grand scale! One
look at this condo and you will be impressed! Steps from MountRoyal, this is a one-of-a-kind opportunity! Asking $569,000.

ST. HUBERT – Lovely and charming 2 bdrm renovated top floor condo
with views of Mount Royal! Enjoy the open concept granite kitchen
with large island, sun-filled double living room with wood fireplace,
2 balconies, rights to rooftop for a terrace, beautiful columns/mouldings and garage! This condo will surely impress! Asking $449,000

BEACONSFIELD – (Monkland village-NDG). Lovely ground floor
1,305 sf, (including bsmt) 2+1 bedroom condo steps from
Monkland village! With its renovated kitchen, bath and finished
basement, fireplace, wall-mounted a/c unit, rear garden off kitchen
and the possibility of parking, this condo is not to be missed!
Asking $339,000.

CHRISTOPHE-COLOMB – Wonderfully bright 2-level 1+1 bedroom
condo on top floor of 3-storey building! With parking, fireplace, 2
skylights, mezzanine and fabulous private garden terrace with
north-east views to entertain guests, have a quiet retreat or walk
to any restaurant/shop on trendy Mt Royal! In the heart of Plateau
near metro, parc Lafontaine, Laurier ++ Asking $295,000.

Reserved
for
Your
Property

OUR SUCCESS IS MEASURED... ONE FAMILY AT A TIME

*2005

