
By Laureen Sweeney

While 2009 has started off with
smaller than usual building projects and
renovation activity in Westmount, resi-
dents planning updates, alterations or ad-
ditions may run out of time if they don’t
apply soon for a building permit.

The advice comes from Urban Plan-
ning director Joanne Poirier, noting that
with the upcoming municipal election in

November, city council will be dissolved
following the October 5 council meeting.
This leaves only six months for permit ap-
plications to make their way through the
system in time for approval.

“I would suggest anyone wanting to
start work this year get their plans in
soon,” she said.

Requests for many permits go through
both the city’s Board of Inspections and
PAC, the city’s architectural design com-

mittee, before they can receive city council
approval.

The 92 permits issued in January and
February this year reflect a 25 percent drop
in the total estimated value of new con-
struction over the same period last year.
This is based on $5.7 million in 2008
compared to $4.3 million this year, Poirier
said.

In comparing the two
years, Poirier did not in-

By Laureen Sweeney

A special Dark Sky event is being
planned for Earth Hour, Saturday, March
28. Westmounters may admire the heav-
ens from the Summit Lookout led by as-
trophysicist Tony Moffat for the Healthy
City Project.

Weather permitting, several telescopes
will be installed to provide a rare opportu-
nity for viewing Saturn and the Orion Neb-

ula between 8:30 and 9:30 pmwhen lights
are being turned off across Quebec.

“We hope this is the start of a tradition
to inspire people to reduce their energy
usage and enjoy life more,” Moffat said.

A mini-bus is to leave city hall for the
Lookout at 7:45 pm for those who require
transportation. Refreshments will be
served at the event and 100 CFL light
bulbs will be handed out
courtesy of Hydro West-
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Building permit values drop 25%
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clude in this year’s total a $2.1 million proj-
ect at the large 4300 de Maisonneuve
apartment block as an anomaly that oth-
erwise would skew the figures in judging
the overall home construction and reno-
vation scene.

The figures so far suggest that people
are undertaking smaller projects, she ex-
plained. “I don’t know if the financial cri-
sis has anything to do with it or not.”

It’s also too soon to know whether the
2009 federal tax credit incentive for reno-
vation projects will cause building activity
to pick up or whether the lower costs of
work reflected in permits to date will
translate into a trend. “We should know
after the first quarter.”

An updated pamphlet on work permits
is expected to be ready in the coming
weeks. While this year’s version is ex-
pected to include changes in the new pro-
posed zoning by-law (see story p. 3), the
basic steps and criteria remain un-
changed.

Westmounters planning to replace old
wood-frame windows were encouraged at
the March 2 city council meeting to take
advantage of their superior wood quality
and restore them instead. Councillor Cyn-
thia Lulham explained that the wood
(often oak) is matched only by today’s ma-
hogany.

New restoration techniques include the
installation of glass with high-energy rat-
ings.
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Artist and nurse Laura Archer
kidnapped and freed in Sudan

Westmounter Laura Archer, a native of
Charlottetown, PEI, was kidnapped in
North Darfur, Sudan on March 11 and was
released by her captors on March 14, ac-
cording to Médecins sans frontières, the
organization she works for.

Two other international and two Su-
danese workers were taken at the same
time and also released.

She is a professional nurse who has vol-
unteered in India and several African
countries.

David Price, who interviewed Archer in
2008 to photograph her paintings of
African refugees for the Independent (Au-
gust 19, p. 8), recalled their meeting, “She
was very down-to-earth. A car accident had
turned her away from a rat-race career
path into art, travel and philanthropy, and
her studio had a semi-nomadic, student
feel to it. It is terrible to think of her in the
hands of thugs. I am glad she is free.”

When is a permit
needed for building
projects?

The first step in undertaking any
change in windows or other renovation
project in Westmount is to obtain a
copy of the city guidelines, according to
city officials. These are available at the
Urban Planning department at city hall
and posted on the city’s website.

The city recommends that home-
owners obtain a permit before signing
any work contract, ordering materials
or starting a project, since unapproved
work can be stopped in progress or de-
molished. Fines also can be issued.

Permits are not required for interior
or exterior painting or the repointing of
masonry or the minor replacement of
decayed wood or masonry as part of
normal maintenance.

But a permit is a must for any new
building, alteration or addition as well
as all plumbing changes, replacement
of windows and doors, and the installa-
tion of mechanical equipment such as
heat pumps and emergency generators.

Included as well are decks, fences,
hedges, retaining walls and the resur-
facing of parking aprons and driveways.
So is the replacement of balconies,
stairs and sloping roof materials.

Note to burglars:
smile for the camera!

Another crime in Westmount has
led to an arrest thanks in part to sur-
veillance cameras operating in colour.
It follows on the heels of other similar
incidents that closed numerous files.

Police said a suspect was filmed
March 4 between 4:54 and 5:40 am as
he broke into an apartment building on
Sherbrooke St. between Elm and
Mount Pleasant. He was seen criss-
crossing the lobby and going in and out
of the garage, helping himself to a bike.
Windows were broken on two cars but
it is not known if anything had been
stolen from them.

The suspect was recognized by po-
lice and arrested that evening when pa-
trollers spotted him east of Westmount
in possession of the same clothing: a
green toque, beige construction gloves,
and pants with white marks on the seat.
He also had a set of multi-function
screwdrivers.

Apply soon for reno
permits as election looms

continued from p.1

Work continues on a high-profile permit issued last year to add a new storey at 27 Bellevue. Neighbours’
attempts to stop the work to protect views were thwarted in court.

Laura Archer in her St. Antoine studio with one
of her paintings, August 2008.

Westmount was a trailblazer in bring-
ing Meals on Wheels to Quebec.

March 16 to 21 is the fourth annual Se-
maine québécoise des popotes roulantes (as
Meals on Wheels is called in French).

The week’s organizer, the Regroupe-
ment des popotes roulantes (PRASAB), is
saluting the pioneering role that West-
mount has played in the group’s history.

According to PRASAB, the Victorian
Order of Nurses (VON) first offered the
service in in Westmount in 1966. Accord-
ing to St. Matthias’ Church Meals on Wheels
Canada Group #1, a number of groups ini-
tiated the first pilot project (called “Stew
for a Few” until 1966) in 1965, including
the VON, the women of St. Matthias’
Church and the Montreal Volunteer Bu-
reau.

St. Matthias continues to offer the serv-

Meals on Wheels started here
ice in Westmount today, as do Centre
Greene and Mountainside Church. The
local VON has turned into NOVA – and re-
cently moved to Westmount (see May 20
Independent, p. 1 for story).

In 2008, 16,000 volunteers in 300
groups served over 1 million meals
throughout Quebec.
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By Laureen Sweeney

Changes toWestmount’s zoning by-law
to prevent the so-called over-building of
properties will be detailed at a public con-
sultation meeting at city hall, Monday,
March 23 at 7 pm.

Following three years of study, the
measures will apply to all new construc-
tion in zones R1. This is the area north of
The Boulevard to the east of Upper Bel-
mont as well as a narrow section to the
south. The southern portion is bounded
by Carleton and Sydenham to the east and
west, and continues down to Côte St. An-
toine through Forden and Murray proper-
ties.

“The aim is to have houses that match
the size of the land,” said Councillor Cyn-
thia Lulham in announcing the consulta-
tion session during the March 2 city
council meeting.

Criteria will be introduced establishing
different scales for the amount of habit-
able space (floor area ratio or FAR) a house
can occupy relative to the size of the lot.

As well, building set-backs from side
property lines will be increased for large

frontage properties of 75 feet or more, and
underground construction will be limited
to the home’s building lines.

Won’t rule out large houses

Imposing an FAR to the size of the lot
won’t mean that large houses can’t be
built, explained Urban Planning director
Joanne Poirier. “It ensures that new
houses are more in scale with neighbour-
ing ones.”

Similar laws to prevent the building of
very large homes relative to the size of lots
are now being enacted all over North
America and Europe, Mayor Karin Marks
said at the council meeting. In West-
mount, the exercise of setting criteria has
been particularly complex given the set-
ting of homes on a hillside. No one for-
mula fits all.

Underground issues, too

The city has long been concerned as
well about a growing trend toward the con-
struction of large underground garages
and exercise rooms (see “Building projects
push limits”, Independent, p. 1, May 16,
2007).

Underground construction that extends
right to the side lines of a property may af-
fect drainage, natural vegetation, the to-
pography of the mountain and even
impact on the neighbouring properties
during construction, Poirier says.

Underground “extensions” also prevent
the future planting of large trees.

Those attending the public consultation
will be able to view a presentation on the
proposed changes and ask questions.

Public to be consulted on
law for ‘supersized’ homes

Good living comes with
age. Why not retire in perfect
elegance and ultimate com-
fort? Our caring staff will
tend to all your needs 24
hours every single day.

Please call us regarding our
affordable rentals:

Cavallaro signs don’t measure up, says Office

The Cavallaro food shop on Sherbrooke
St. was recently visited by the Office
québécois de la langue française, follow-
ing a tip from someone complaining its
store window signage did not respect Bill
101. As shown in the photo above, the size
of the English and French wording is the
same, an alleged contravention.

Owner Tony Russo said he doesn’t

know who filed the complaint, but having
been visited by an official from the OQLF,
he is planning on making the required
changes to his signage. He said the other
wording on his storefront window is ex-
clusively in French, and that the recession
is no time “to bust people’s chops” on the
issue.

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time

on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
indie@westmountindependent.com.



mount to the first 100 people who bring a
used incandescent bulb for exchange. “So
BYOB,” Moffat said.

Residents and building owners are
being asked to turn off all lights for Earth
Hour. Moffat and city councillor Patrick
Martin plan to go door-to-door around
Sunnyside Park to make the request in
person. Scouts and others will blitz other
nearby areas.
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By Marc Garneau,
Member of Parliament for
Westmount-Ville Marie

During the past two
months, Canadians
have become acquaint-
ed with the expression
“shovel-ready infra-
structure projects.”
These words describe
construction or repair
projects in our cities

andmunicipalities that have the benefit of
stimulating the economy and of employ-
ing Canadians who might otherwise have
become unemployed.

Examples of projects include road
work, the repair of water mains and sewer
systems, the construction of bridges, pub-
lic transportation, the restoration of cul-
tural landmarks and the building of
recreational centres.

All parties agree that such projects are
crucial to stimulate our slowing economy.
They not only employ people: there is also
something important to show for it – i.e.
revitalized cities and municipalities.

There are thousands of such projects
and onemight soon expect a frenzy of con-
struction if two challenges can be over-
come. The first has to do with the approval
process at the federal level. Paperwork, as
we all know, takes time. It is therefore crit-
ical for the government to streamline the
process while remaining accountable. So
far, its record of getting projects approved

has been disappointing.
The second challenge has to do with

“matching funds.” The budget has allo-
cated money to infrastructure projects on
the condition that federal funds are
matched at other levels of government. In
other words, cities and municipalities will
need to contribute a portion of the fund-
ing for the projects that are approved. Un-
fortunately, cities and municipalities are
strapped for cash at this time.

This brings me to a resolution pro-
posed by the Liberal Party that received
majority support in the house of com-
mons on March 3:

“That, in the opinion of this House, and
as experience has demonstrated, the most ef-
ficient, expeditious and stimulative method of
transferring federal funding for municipal in-
frastructure projects is by means of mecha-
nisms similar to those put in place, beginning
in 2005, to share with municipalities on a per
capita basis a significant and growing portion
of the federal excise tax on gasoline; and the
House calls upon the government to transfer
at least half of its proposed new infrastructure
funding in this manner over the next two
years, with no requirement that these addi-
tional federal funds be matched by the mu-
nicipalities with which they are shared.”

Implementing this resolution will get
money out the door quickly and cities such
as Westmount will get to choose projects
without having to provide matching funds.
We are all hopeful that this government
acts quickly to implement this resolution
for the benefit of all Canadians.

Our Man in Ottawa

Commons: Provide funds,
not paperwork or prereqs

It is the custom in this part of the world
to wait until the Final Unpleasantness be-
fore one says anything Really Nice about
someone. Stand back as I take aim at that
tradition and welcome back Don Wedge
after a five-month hiatus. I hope he will be
writing every week, but if he wants to set a
different pace, he is welcome in this paper
at any time.

Meeting Don Wedge

I had a very peculiar introduction to
Don. Soon after starting the Independent, I
heard he was miffed with me, even though
we’d never met. The reason, it turns out,
was that he wanted to be on the list of
“Best wishers” contained in our first two
issues. He was a writer, at that time, for a
competing publication, so it had never oc-
curred to me to ask him.

But for Don, a freelance writer ac-
countable to no one but himself, there was
no contradiction between that specific role
and encouraging more community jour-
nalism.

Westmount first

Also, as I later learned, Don puts West-
mount first. If he thinks something is
good for Westmount, he will support it,

period.
I was very pleased when Don decided

he wanted to come over to the Independ-
ent, but I was pleased in a sober, busi-
nesslike fashion. Without needing to agree
or disagree with his views, I would be
adding one of Westmount’s best known
columnists to the team. (Even one of his
sharpest critics, in print, has gone out of
his way to tell me how much respect he
has for Don.) You don’t have to go to busi-
ness school to see that as a Good Thing.

Pleasant surprises

Little did I know what a pleasant sur-
prise I was in for!

Don over-delivers on content. He has
excellent suggestions about all aspects of
the paper. He comes up with feature ideas
well outside his “municipal affairs”
purview. He is quality conscious. He does
not seek out credit. He works from his
hospital room to meet deadlines. Don is a
wonderful man to work with.

I think Don feels lucky to have landed
in a city like Westmount when he moved
to Canada, but I thinkWestmount is lucky
to have someone like Don commenting on
its affairs. I know I am.

David Price, Editor

Welcome back, Don

Bring your
own old
bulbs

continued from p.1

Herbalist Karen Runnels was invited by the
Westmount Horticultural Society to explain how
to prepare herbal vinegars, tinctures and liqueurs
at the Westmount Public Library on March 10.

Herbs for
horticulturalists

Electronic
Independents available

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!

Sign up by writing us:
indie@westmountindependent.com.



By Don Wedge

A– Absence: Quebec’s
health care system tri-

umphed. Family, friends
and colleagues responded,
and here I am. My thanks to
all. The first letter could also
have stood for Artificial turf,
Aging or Arena.

B–Back: Eager to catch up on what I’ve
missed, here’s a round-up of some of

the events and people I caught. At least for
now, it is the Westmount arena that dom-
inates.

C– Campaign: This is an election year
for the municipality, which could

emerge as a variant of the arena debate.
Four years ago, Karin Marks’ successful
bid to lead the reconstituted Westmount
had begun by March.

Councillors Cynthia Lulham and, this
week, Patrick Martin, have confirmed their
candidacies for the November elections.
Newcomers are shy in stepping forward.

D– Defence delayed: Interviewed on
Daybreak, CBC’s morning radio show,

about Como Maciocia and Louise Harel’s
attacks on the borough system, Tremblay
loyalist Alan DeSousa remembered all the
arguments he used in 2000 when he was
a forced-merger opponent.

F– Fire Inspection + First Responder:
Would anyone claim we are better

served than before the forced merger?

G– Gainey, Bob: Not only has he ac-
quired Habs’ coaching duties but also

a first grandchild – daughter and West-
mounter Anna gave birth to a son on
March 5.

H–Harel, Louise:More dangerous as a
retiree than as an out-of-office cabinet

minister?

I– Indefensible: Quebec municipalities’
charge that Jean Charest’s delay of in-

frastructure money promised in 2007 –
and still undelivered – could not be de-
fended by cabinet minister Yolande James
on Daybreak.

J– Jarislowsky, Stephen: Coy about ad-mitting to being a billionaire, he told
CBC TV’s Andrew Chang: “Obviously, I
have built up quite an amount. But I don’t
count it regularly.” Forbes listed Jaris-
lowsky at $1.2 billion against $2.5 billion
last year.

It is not a good time for Quebec bil-
lionaires: Paul Desmarais went from $4.6
to $2.6 billion and Charles Bronfman,
$2.4 to $1.8 billion, according to Forbes.

K– Kitchen waste: The start-up collec-
tions of 2008 meant that almost 100

tonnes of waste was not sent to landfill.

L–Lulham, Cynthia: A pre-arranged visit
to Italy did not prevent her from mak-

ing her views known via conference call at
council’s closed-door arena information
session last week.

M– Marathon: Wanting to preview
what the public will be told in April,

that meeting lasted six hours, with another
planned for this week.

N– “No” vote: Unlike the demerger ref-
erendum, with its clear options, the

resistance to the arena will involve multi-
ple issues, sometimes conflicting: city
debt, size, NIMBY, parking, operating
cost, carbon footprint, inadequate facili-
ties, and more. Who will the various ob-
jectors coalesce around?

O–Order of Quebec Architects gave re-
newed strength to resident Luc Rivest

in his quest to have council look sympa-
thetically at investigating a wood arena.

P–Pointe Claire is adding a new 10-lane
Olympic-size swimming facility next to

its famous six-lane A-frame aquatic centre,
which will be renovated.

The new building will cost $7 million
and the renovations $9 million. Quebec
has promised $6 million, but Pointe
Claire has asked for more.

Q–Question: The magic words that the
Ipsos-Reid pollsters will be given to

ask citizens may determine the arena pro-
ject’s fate.

Telephone sampling, skewed by the ex-
clusion of cellphone-only homes, seems a
strange way to determine such a major de-
cision.

R– Rush: At present, arena plans are
shrouded in the kind of darkness that

Tony Moffat craves during Earth Hour.
With them being exposed to the light on
April 6 at the city council meeting and the
polling starting barely a fortnight later, will
there be time for well-informed debates on
the options?

Who will the resistance coalesce
around? (see N).

S– St. Louis, Bruce: Not DG since Sep-
tember, but actively preparing the

arena project from an office in the Public
Works building.

T– Train: A close look at the latest map
for the re-design of the Dorval Circle

shows a diversion from the CN line to the
airport. That implies no CP shuttle and no
Westmount track upgrade that would
come with it.
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Civic Alert

An A to Z for springing ahead in Westmount
V–Vancouverwill convert part of its city

hall lawn into community food gar-
dens – a “quick start” recommendation
from the first meeting of its Greenest City
Action Team, which includes David
Suzuki and former BC premier Mike Har-
court.

W–Westmount’s biggest single invest-
ment: the arena, even if only costing

$25 million. Will it join the other icons:
city hall, the library, Victoria Hall, the
Gallery, and Bowling Green clubhouse?
Need it match them?

X–AnXwill probably be themark to de-
cide the arena’s ultimate fate. If it gets

over the current hurdles, there will need
to be a substantial loan, which could lead
to a conventional vote.

Y– “Yes” vote: But for the phone poll,
will the Jean Charest demerger voting

rules apply? If someone doesn’t answer
the Ipsos-Reid call, will it count as a “Yes”?

Z–Zenn – These Quebec-made electric
cars now have permits for (restricted)

road use, so why not in Westmount with
its own hydro supply system? The arena is

not the only consideration!

Citizen activist Don Wedge’s e-mail address
is dwedge@sympatico.ca.

Marianopolis
offers new
science camp

Marianopolis is launching a new sci-
ence camp for 11 to 15-year olds for
three weeks this summer. It is touted as
a “hands-on camp for budding scien-
tists” and will offer “challenging and
age-appropriate experiments in robot-
ics, physics, chemistry and more.” It
runs from July 6 to July 24, with sign-
up options on one or all three weeks.
Early registration, which gives a pre-
ferred rate, ends March 31. For rates
and more information: www.maria-
nopolis.edu/sciencecamp.

– consume less – – enjoy more –

342A av Victoria, Westmount, Québec H3Z 2M8
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High Risk Foot
Care Clinic

Do you have Diabetes,
foot pain, poor circulation?
If so, you have high risk feet

Our Nurse
Specialist can help

514 866-6801
Cost: $50 first, $45 follow up session

Queen Elizabeth Health Complex

Beaux Arts des Amériques

AdieuWestmount, but
au revoirWestmounters

Art gallery Collins, Lefebvre, Stone-
berger of Sherbrooke St. in Westmount
has turned into Beaux Arts des Amériques
of the Plateau. Founded in Westmount in
January 2007, the gallery moved last
month, changed its name and is now open
at its new digs, 3944 St. Denis.

Why the change?

“We had an opportunity to buy a build-
ing,” said partner Anthony Collins, “and
renovate a space that was even better to
show artwork, especially large ones, which
have to breathe.

“Here, we have higher ceilings and the
moving walls that we’ve installed allow us
to show almost the entire inventory in a
flash.”

Collins doesn’t see the move as a turn-
ing away from the gallery’s Westmount
roots. “We have hundreds of clients and

friends in Westmount. When we asked
them about the possible move, we found
out that they were already coming to this
area.”

Branding challenge

The name change was driven by the
challenges of branding in the internet age.
“Beaux Arts des Amériques” had always
been a part of the gallery’s name, but
Collins explained “a lot has to be crammed
into website names and email addresses
these days, so we decided to focus on what
we present.”

The gallery’s painters, sculptors and
photographers come from the across the
Americas, although Collins points to a par-
ticularly “strong roster” of Canadian pho-
tographers – practitioners in a field Collins
describes as “perhaps the fastest growing
area in contemporary Canadian art.”

From left: Beaux Arts partners Jacqueline Stoneberger, Anthony Collins and Lucienne Lefebvre.

Building permits M What’s permitted

The following permits for exterior con-
struction, alterations and renovation were
approved at the city council meeting
March 2.
487 Mount Pleasant: to replace windows

and doors and demolish a rear wooden
shed;

4699 Westmount Ave.: to replace win-
dows at Roslyn School;

732 Upper Belmont: to build a rear exten-
sion;

29 Forden: to build a deck and modify
door and window openings, all at the
rear;

11 Renfrew: to replace four side windows;
622 Grosvenor: to replace windows at the

front and one at the side.

Adrian Grinberg d.d.
DENTUROLOGIST

2545 Cavendish 514 982-2517
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(514) 933-6781
bunnyberke@yahoo.ca – www.bunnyberke.com

*2006, 2007, 2008

RE/MAX Westmount inc.
1330 Greene Avenue
Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2B1

Bunny Berke

Downtown – 3495 du Musée #101
$949,000 – “2,900-sq. ft. condo. Aggressively priced.”

Town of Mount Royal – 365 Dobie
$1,095,000 – “Totally renovated split-level.”

Westmount – 4302 Montrose
$2,975,000 – “Georgian treasure on over 10,000 sq. ft. of land.”

Mont Tremblant – 172 chemin des Sous Bois #11
$1,975,000 – “Spectacular views, size, movie theatre+++.”

Westmount – 122 Sunnyside
$1,575,000 – “Charming semi-detached stone house.”

Westmount Adj. – 3131 Jean-Girard
$1,795,000 – “Excellent condominium alternative.”

ELEVA
TOR

Downsizing? Upgrading? I would be delighted to work for you.
Westmount • Old Montreal • Outremont • TMR • Hampstead

Affiliated Real Estate Agent
Agent immobilier affilié
Hall of Fame, Platinum Club*

English · French · Spanish

JU
ST
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www.MasterpieceRetirement.com

Gourmet Cuisine
Masterpiece at Symphonia, Residence and Spa o� ers you the � nest 
culinary experiences; all prepared under the watchful eye of 
John Currie, our Executive Chef.  

“I enjoy preparing French cuisine with a contemporary twist. 
Cooking is all about making people happy so I love making ‘comfort 
foods’, but I also enjoy experimenting with foams and espumas.”

His professional experience has fashioned him into a perfectionist - 
a well rounded Chef who has had the opportunity to experience 
every aspect of culinary creation. He has worked in the kitchens of 
Verses, Old Montréal’s Hotel Nelligan Restaurant and Montréal’s 
Club Saint-James.

“I look forward to meeting Masterpiece residents. I like to get to 
know the people I cook for.”  Come and discover Masterpiece at 
Symphonia, Residence and Spa’s distinctive approach to retirement 
living.

Masterpiece at Symphonia, Residence and Spa
325 Chemin de la Pointe-Sud, Nuns’ Island, Qc

Call Now! 514-767-6792 
Reserve your suite today. 

Photographer Renata Hoch-
elber launched her exhibition,
“Poetry of Trees: Spring”, March
12 at the 215 Redfern office
building.

The exhibition contains pho-
tographs from her native
Prague as well as Montreal and
was organized by her sister-in-
law, Carmela Mindel, herself a
Redfern tenant in her role as
president of the board at the Ar-
gyle Institute. Explained psy-
chologist Mindel, “I view trees
as having a part to play in well-
ness and I like to support artists
who support wellness.”

Hochelber modestly claimed
that her photography is a
“hobby,” but she is certainly no
stranger to professional art. She
represents Le Corbusier’s
graphical works in the North
Americanmarket, Sylvia Safdie, Jana Ster-
bak and the estate of Milos Reindl. She has
also worked as director at the galleries of
former Westmounter Theo Waddington
and current Westmounter Robert Landau.

Why the focus on trees? “They are
alive,” she replied, “and although they are

From left: Renata Hochelber and Carmela Mindel with a
photograph of Prague in the background.

Hochelber opens on Redfern

Lin & Coton
4932 Sherbrooke W. corner Claremont, Westmount

4008 St. Denis corner Duluth, Montreal

Linge de Maison au Naturel

Westmount: 514.658.1332
Montreal: 514.843.9419
www.linetcoton.ca *details in store

30% Discount*
on everything in store till March 31st, 2009

rooted in one place – poor things – they
bring so much joy to people.”

The exhibition (suite 120) is open to the
public on the following Thursdays: March
19, March 26, April 2 and April 16 from 4
pm to 7 pm.
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1330 Greene Avenue
Westmount

514 933-6781

5673 Monkland Avenue
N.D.G.

514 482-3347
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER
independently owned and operated

Outstanding Agents Outstanding Results®
RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC.

CHATEAU BONAVISTA
4555 Bonavista Prime location adjacent Westmount

Bachelor Suites, 3½’s, 4½’s, 5½’s from $745 – 2,195

4½ available immediately at $1545.00.
One month free.

● Beautiful Olympic-size indoor salt water pool
● Sauna ● Gym ● 24 hour doorman
● Indoor parking
● Heating, hot water, air conditioning,

and appliances included

bonavista@cromwellmgt.ca
514-481-8163 www.cromwellmgt.ca

J L.C

Interiors

(514) 862-1223

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

Rappaport charged
with sex assault

Fifty-three-year-old Westmount resi-
dent Elliot Rappaport was charged with
two alleged counts of sexual assault and
two alleged counts of forcible confine-
ment, on March 11, according to local
media. Rappaport was a family doctor at
his St. Henri practice in the 1980s and
90s. In 1995, the Quebec College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons concluded Rappaport
had committed acts “demeaning to the ho-
nour and dignity of the medical profes-
sion.” He was subsequently suspended
and fined. He was later stripped of his li-
cense by the college in 2002 for reasons
that have not been made public.

GALERIE WALTER KLINKHOFFGALERIE WALTER KLINKHOFFGALERIE WALTER KLINKHOFF
AU SERVICE DES COLLECTIONNEURS DEPUIS PLUS DE 50 ANS 

ADVISING ART COLLECTORS FOR OVER 50 YEARS 

1200 rue Sherbrooke O., Montréal (Québec) H3A 1H6  www.klinkhoff.com info@klinkhoff.com Tél.:514.288.7306

Prudence Heward

NOUS ACHETONS ET VENDONS DES TABLEAUX DE QUALITÉ 
WE BUY AND SELL PAINTINGS OF QUALITY
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christina miller 514.935.3337
Affiliated Real Estate Agent

for more details: www.christinamiller.ca
love where you live

THE SPRING MARKET
IS BLOOMING

1 HUDSON just listed large and lovely 5 bedroom home with garage on fantastic flat street full of families ASKING
$1,630,000 379 ROSLYN just listed fantastic fully renovated 4+1 bedroom family home on the flats ASKING $1,195,000
4105 HIGHLAND just listed gem of a house with 3+1 bedrooms offers country living in the city ASKING $759,000
EXCLUSIVE ON SYDENHAM just listed very large family home in excellent condition with 6 bedrooms, den, office
garage, garden and more ASKING $3,350,000 455 ROSLYN for sale move-in masterpiece boasts 5+1 bedrooms, 2 car
garage, large lot main floor den & more NOW ASKING $2,375,000 468 MOUNTAIN for sale marvellous and meticulous
4+1 bedroom home with super sunny spaces, finished basement, glorious garden & garage ASKING $1,249,000
716 UPPER ROSLYN for sale phenomenal 4 bedroom home with garage on quiet cul-de-sac offers suburban
conveniences smack in the city ASKING $998,000 3249 CEDAR for sale superbly spacious stone home with 5
bedrooms, renovated kitchen, bedazzling bathrooms, plus den, double garage & urban garden ASKING $1,350,000
46 FORDEN CRESCENT for sale westmount’s most prestigious location overlooking murray hill park with 4 bedrooms, 3+2
baths, sunroom, wine cellar & more ASKING $3,395,000 1200 THE BOULEVARD for sale or rent this well maintained 7
bedroom beauty is best for a big family, nice and close to the private schools ASKING $1,195,000 or $8000/month
481 ARGYLE for sale terrific 3 bedroom townhouse with tremendous terraced garden ASKING $829,000 4736 VICTORIA
for sale renovated 4 bedroom home with large 2 car garage, fancy windows and pool-sized garden ASKING $629,000
109 LEWIS for sale or rent cute little renovated cottage with 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 parking on quaint street
ASKING $529,000 or $3500/month 4967 WESMOUNT AVENUE reduced price great value for a renovator to transform
this large home with 2 car garage close to Roslyn school NOW ASKING $819,000 month 343 CLARKE APT 4 new price
Parisian style sunny spacious 14650 square foot 3 bedroom condo close to Greene Avenue NOW ASKING $419,000
1350 GREENE AVENUE for rent sun filled top floor 2 bedroom apartment right on Greene Avenue with parking in lane
ASKING $2100/month 399 CLARKE APT 4A conditionally sold in just 3 weeks sunny, chic and snazzy 4 bedroom 1500
square foot apartment with great views ASKED $640,000 539 LANSDOWNE conditionally sold in just 1 day large and
airy upper duplex with 3 bedrooms, new windows and 2 car parking in prime location ASKED $439,000 4546 DRAPER
conditionally sold in just 2 days lovely lower duplex with boutique hotel chic and large landscaped garden ASKED
$439,000 878 MAIN ROAD, HUDSON for sale magnificent waterfront estate with 17,000 square feet of living space and
indoor pool ASKING $5,500,000 YOUR ADDRESS HERE for spring or summer occupancy I have many buyers looking for
places to call home as early as May 15th.

Ready to move? If so, please call me for a confidential discussion
about how I can match you with a excellent buyer for your home this spring.

ARE YOU READY TO BLOSSOM?



$1,195,000 4335 de Maisonneuve Blvd.
$1,195,000 Address unavailable
$1,195,000 595 Lansdowne Ave.
$1,195,000 379 Roslyn Ave.
$1,209,000 554 Lansdowne Ave.
$1,225,000 Address unavailable
$1,225,000 Address unavailable
$1,249,000 Address unavailable
$1,249,000 800 Lexington Ave.
$1,250,000 4386 de Maisonneuve Blvd.
$1,275,000 1 Severn Ave.
$1,295,000 3664 The Boulevard
$1,295,000 Address unavailable
$1,295,000 Address unavailable
$1,345,000 Address unavailable
$1,349,000 Address unavailable
$1,350,000 70 Summit Crescent
$1,350,000 3249 Cedar Ave.
$1,375,000 Address unavailable
$1,395,000 505-7 Roslyn Ave.
$1,395,000 79 Rosemount Crescent
$1,395,000 Address unavailable
$1,398,000 786 Upper Belmont
$1,399,000 481 Strathcona Ave.
$1,425,000 364 Kitchener Ave.
$1,445,000 26 Melbourne Ave.
$1,488,000 Address unavailable
$1,495,000 175 Côte St Antoine Rd.
$1,495,000 10 Willow Ave.
$1,499,000 40 Roxborough Ave.
$1,525,000 659 Belmont Ave.
$1,550,000 Address unavailable
$1,575,000 122 Sunnyside Ave.
$1,595,000 359 Redfern Ave.
$1,595,000 531 Grosvenor Ave.
$1,595,000 4820 de Maisonneuve Blvd.*
$1,625,000 Address unavailable*
$1,650,000 4760 The Boulevard
$1,650,000 Address unavailable
$1,675,000 Address unavailable
$1,695,000 15 Surrey Gardens
$1,695,000 3 Bellevue Ave.

$1,695,000 701 Victoria Ave.
$1,695,000 443 Elm Ave.
$1,698,000 Address unavailable
$1,699,000 3284 Cedar Ave.
$1,749,000 Address unavailable
$1,795,000 729 Upper Lansdowne Ave.
$1,850,000 757 Upper Belmont Ave.
$1,875,000 55 Belvedere Circle
$1,895,000 401 Côte St Antoine Rd.
$1,949,000 331 Lansdowne Ave.
$1,950,000 365-7 Redfern Ave.*
$1,970,000 30 Surrey Gardens
$1,980,000 593 Argyle Ave.
$1,995,000 29 Bellevue Ave.
$1,995,000 Address unavailable
$1,998,000 Address unavailable
$2,150,000 9 Rosemount Ave.
$2,375,000 420 Côte St. Antoine Rd.
$2,375,000 455 Roslyn Ave.
$2,390,000 Address unavailable*
$2,395,000 5 Anwoth Rd.
$2,400,000 3255 Cedar Ave.
$2,400,000 680 Victoria Ave.
$2,495,000 118 Upper Bellevue Ave.
$2,500,000 526 Clarke Ave.
$2,565,000 607 Clarke Ave.
$2,590,000 40 Forden Crescent
$2,600,000 Address unavailable
$2,690,000 3 Murray Ave.
$2,950,000 Address unavailable
$2,975,000 4302 Montrose Ave.
$2,995,000 627 Clarke Ave.
$3,199,000 Address unavailable
$3,250,000 630 Clarke Ave.
$3,290,000 64 Forden Crescent
$3,395,000 46 Forden Crescent
$3,475,000 Address unavailable
$3,500,000 62 Belvedere Rd.
$3,750,000 Address unavailable
$4,800,000 3657 The Boulevard*
* also for rent
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GINETTE &
JEFF STEELE

1450 829-3852
Happily in service since 1979

MILKMAN
Home Delivery

Lactancia & Liberté

No customer
too small!

$479,000 2 Prospect St.
$525,000 50 Bruce Ave.
$529,000 109 Lewis Ave.*
$529,000 111 Lewis Ave.
$535,000 102 Irvine Ave.
$589,000 36 York St.
$599,000 443 Claremont Ave.
$645,000 534 Lansdowne Ave.
$648,000 4608 St. Catherine St.
$649,000 54 Bruce Ave.
$679,000 59 Columbia Ave.
$699,000 488 Victoria Ave.
$795,000 458 Claremont Ave.
$798,000 382-382A Metcalfe Ave.
$799,000 431 Wood Ave.
$799,000 Address unavailable
$829,000 479 Argyle Ave.
$829,000 481 Argyle Ave.
$839,000 380 Metcalfe Ave.
$849,000 Address unavailable
$849,000 694 Victoria Ave.
$889,000 Address unavailable
$895,000 4697 Westmount Ave.
$899,000 563 Grosvenor Ave.

$929,000 59 Chesterfield Ave.
$939,000 Address unavailable
$939,000 4338 Montrose Ave.
$959,000 646 Roslyn Ave.
$965,000 594 Lansdowne Ave.
$979,900 Address unavailable
(Sunnyside/Upper Roslyn)
$990,000 754 Upper Lansdowne Ave.
$995,000 Address unavailable
(near Greene Ave.)
$995,000 25 Renfrew Ave.
$995,000 426 Elm Ave.
$995,000 463 Mt. Stephen Ave.
$998,000 716 Upper Roslyn Ave.
$999,500 490 Argyle Ave.
$1,039,000 628 Victoria Ave.
$1,049,000 623 Belmont Ave.
$1,088,000 26 Thornhill Ave.
$1,090,000 43 Holton Ave.
$1,095,000 638 Roslyn Ave.
$1,095,000 Address unavailable
$1,098,000 Address unavailable
$1,150,000 449 Claremont Ave.
$1,195,000 19 Willow Ave.

The Inventory: Houses for sale
The Inventory is content provided by the Westmount Independent for the benefit of the reader. All information is garnered from public sources. Real estate agents,
on the other hand, have access to closed networks that allow them to see more information, including the addresses of all listings. The Inventory endeavours to list
all of the real estate of the type specified (e.g. condos or houses) that is for sale in Westmount at press time. If you are a real estate agent or private seller whose
property has been overlooked, please write to us at indie@westmountindependent.com, and we will work to include your properties in future editions.

OFFICE SPACE TO LEASE
1980 Sherbrooke St.W.

Béatrice Baudinet
Affiliated agent Royal Lepage Heritage

514.934.1818

•Generous leasing
opportunities
(from 500-7000 sq. ft.)

•Close to Atwater
& Guy metro

for more
information call



Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hid-
den treasures into ready cash.
International buyer wants to pur-
chase your antiques, paintings,
china, crystal, silverware, jew-
ellery, rare books, sports,
movies, postcards, coins,
stamps and records. 514-501-
9072.

Career Training

TRAIN FOR A NEW CAREER in
Medical Transcription. Learn
from Home! Earn from home!
Contact CanScribe today for a
FREE information package. 1-
800-466-1535 www.canscribe.
com, info@canscribe.com.

Companions

5 REASONS TO JOINMisty River
Introductions. (1) You’re single
and you don’t want to be. (2) Re-
alize the dangers of internet dat-
ing. (3) Appreciate meeting qual-
ity people screened by a
professional matchmaker. (4)
You’re not into the bar scene. (5)
You want to spend the rest of
your life in love. www.mistyriver-
intros.com 514-879-0573.

Condo For Sale

NEW CONDO, corner unit for
sale in Outremont. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 2 indoor parkings,
and many extras. Pets allowed.
$350,000 negotiable. Vicky 514-
585-9766.

Financial Services

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS?
Drowning in debt! Stop the ha-
rassment. Bankruptcy might not
be the answer. Together let’s find
a solution – Free Consultation.
Bill Hafner – Trustee in Bank-
ruptcy. 514-983-8700.

$500$ LOAN SERVICE, by phone,
no credit refused, quick and
easy, payable over 6 or 12 in-
stallments. Toll Free: 1-877-776-
1660.

For Sale

The Quebec Community News-
papers Association can place
your ad into 28 weekly papers
throughout Quebec – just $160.
Book 3 weeks within a 3 month
period and receive the 4th week

free! One phone call does it all!
Call Marnie at QCNA 514-453-
6300. Visit: www.qcna.org.

SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00-
Convert your logs to valuable
lumber with your own Norwood
portable band sawmill. Log skid-
ders also available. www.nor-
woodsawmills.ca/400T – FREE
Information: 1-800-566-6899 Ext.
400 OT.

A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE –
Get your first month free. Bad
credit, don’t sweat it. No de-
posits, no credit checks. Call
Freedom Phone Lines today toll
free 1-866-884-7464.

#1 HIGH SPEED INTERNET
$18.95/month. Absolutely no
ports are blocked. Unlimited
downloading. Up to 5Mps down-
load and 800Kbps upload. Order
today at www.acanac.ca or call
toll free 1-866-281-3538.

HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best
Price, Best Quality. All Shapes
& Colours Available. Call 1-866-
652-6837. www.thecoverguy.ca.

BUILDING SALE! … “unprece-
dented low prices.” Reduced de-
posits. Limited inventory. 25X40
$6,844. 30X50 $7,844. 35X60
$12,995. 40X60 $15,995. 60X100
$37,400. Others! Pioneer Steel.
1-800-668-5422. Since 1980.

AFFORDABLE PHONE RECON-
NECTION. Bad credit – no prob-
lem! Call Tembo Telecom and
ask about our new customer
special. Sign up online and save
$20. 1-877-266-6398; www.
tembo.ca.

Help Wanted

REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A
CRIMINAL Record can follow
you for life. Only PARDON SERV-
ICES CANADA has 20 years ex-
perience. Guaranteeing record
removal. Call: 1-8-NOW-
PARDON (1-866-972-7366).
www.RemoveYourRecord.com.

Personals

*PAST *PRESENT *FUTURE * #1
Psychics! *1-877-478-4410*
Credit Cards / deposit or phone
1-900-783-3800 $3.19 min (18+).
For a psychic NOW!Meet us at:
www.mysticalconnections.ca.

DATING SERVICE. Long-term /
short-term relationships, FREE
CALLS! 1-877-297-9883. Ex-
change voice messages, voice
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live
adult casual conversations – 1
on 1, 1-866-311-9640, meet on
chat-lines. Local single ladies 1-
877-804-5381 (18+).

Services

CONCERNED ABOUT TRAVEL-
ING TO THE U.S.A.? Apply today
for FREE pardon, waiver or bor-
der entry evaluation. A criminal
record can be completely re-
moved. Call 1-888-535-2405,
www.canadianpardons.ca. NEW
PHONE NUMBER

Vacation/Travel

ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES –
Book online at www.canada-
travels.com and save more on
your vacations. Use code
NCA74327 for discount or call us
toll free at 1-800-563-5722.

TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES –
Save 60-80% off retail! Best re-
sorts & seasons! Throughout
Canada, US, Caribbean and
more! Call for free catalogue to-
day! 1-800-731-8046 – www.hol-
idaygroup.com/sc.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Our com-
plete service can help. Trust your
National Pardon/US waiver ap-
plication to the professionals at
the National Pardon Centre™.
www.nationalpardon.org or 1-
866-242-2411.

Caregiver / companion / trans-
portation to appt’s, etc. Profes-
sional, private and discreet. Ac-
credited dementia specialist or
coping with mental illness. De-
tails, references: 514-421-4245.

Professional renovation. Car-
pentry – ceramics – plumbing –
electrical – painting – cement –
molding – gyprock – plumbing –
basements etc… Guaranteed
and artistic. Evaluations by engi-
neer. 514-577-3999.
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Quebec Classifieds

Local Classifieds

Westmount Historical Association. Coffee
and cookies. Free for members, for non-
members $5 at door. 514.925.1404 or
514.932.6688.
Thursday, March 19: Art Focus presents
“The Spirit & Magic of Mexico”, an illus-
trated lecture by photographer Linda
Rutenberg at the Westmount Public Li-
brary at 1:30 pm. Reservations 514.
937.6391.
Sunday, March 22: Starting at noon, res-
idents and community groups are invited
to march with the Westmount float in the
185th St. Patrick’s Parade in downtown
Montreal. Bus leaves Victoria Hall at 11:15
am to transport participants to the float on
René-Levesque (and returns to the West-
mount arena after parade). Participants
who wish to ride on the float must have a
pass which are available free at the Com-
munity Events Office in Victoria Hall.
Monday, March 23: Public consultation
meeting on zoning by-law changes re-
garding the modification of French text
and the construction of supersized
houses. City hall, 7 pm.
Monday, March 23: Warren Allmand,
president of the World Federalist Move-
ment – Canada, delivers “Democracy ver-
sus Terrorism”, hosted by The Royal
Commonwealth Society, Montreal Branch,
at 7 pm in the Westmount Room of the
Westmount Public Library. All welcome.
514.931.8690.
Wednesday, March 25 and Thursday,
March 26: Registration for spring/sum-
mer recreation activities, from 6 pm to 8
pm at Victoria Hall. This period is reserved
for residents of Westmount. After March

26, registration must be done at the arena
during regular office hours only. Registra-
tion for non-residents begins April 8 at
8:30 am at the arena. www.westmount.org
/ 514.989.5353.
Thursday, March 26: A dramatized his-
torical play takes place at Roslyn School to
celebrate its centennial. Organized by
Dramatis Personae and Westmount His-
torical Association, wine and cheese cock-
tail starts at 7 pm; play begins at 7:30 pm.
Free, but donations of $10, (or $5 for kids,
students and seniors) are welcome for the
Roslyn School Foundation. www.roslyn-
schoolfoundation.ca.
Friday, March 27: TGIF at Centre
Greene from 6 pm to 8:30 pm. PJ party
with dinner and games. Dress in pyjamas,
bring favourite bedtime story. $10/child,
ages 5 to 12. www.centregreene.org or
514.931.6202.
Friday, March 27: A reading by poet and
playwright George Elliott Clarke at the At-
water Library at 7 pm. 514.935.7344.
Saturday, March 28: “What Does It
Mean to Be a Canadian Art Historian?”
with Sandra Paikowsky, professor, Art His-
tory, Concordia University, at 1:30 pm.
Temple Emanu-El Beth Sholom. Lunch &
Lecture: $18. Reservations required by
March 23. 514.482.9287.
Saturday, March 28: Ballroom dance
event, “Allstars Night”, presented by E-Mo-
tion Danse Academie at Victoria Hall.
Show starts at 6:30 pm. $30 (show and
buffet); $10 balcony (show only). Tickets
on sale now. 514.286.5483 / dance@emo-
tionacademie.com.

Comin’ Up...

By Fern Breslaw

Fresh from a puppy mill, the new,
wonderfully resilient, still amazingly
positive and loving of all cats, dogs and

people alike, meet Bob, the German
shepherd. He is about five and was res-

cued recently from yet another Quebec
puppy mill along with 60 other lucky
characters. The dogs had been living in
the usual conditions: covered in excre-
ment, some missing eyes, bug ridden
etc. Still, Bob has somehow stayed good-
natured throughout. In addition to his
amazingly forgiving attitude, this dog
comes with the added bonus of being
trained and neutered. Because of his
history, we think he would be better off
living with someone who can be with
him a lot of the time as he gets upset
and scared when left alone for extended
periods–no doubt for good reasons. He
has had a crumby, lousy deal in life so
far and is a really good dog. He deserves
major spoiling and love from here on in.
If you would like to meet him, please
call Gerdy’s Rescue at 514.203.9180.

Bob

Underdog: Introducing Bob

Wednesday, March 18: City council
meeting in the council chamber at city hall
at 12 pm.
Thursday, March 19: “The Westmount

Municipal Association: Celebrating a Cen-
tennial” from 7 to 9 pm at the Westmount
Public Library. Speakers Tom Thompson
and Kathleen Duncan. Organized by the
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HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West

Shop Westmount!
These Westmount stores have chosen to support the city’s only Westmount-
owned newspaper. Please support them!

Sharyn Scott on Consignment
Women’s and Men’s

Quality, gently used clothing,
shoes, handbags and jewellery

4925 Sherbrooke St. West (at Prince Albert)

(514) 484-6507

Certified Custom Framer on Site
318A Victoria Ave. • 514.369.2633

M.A.D. Catering
Food from my kitchen to your
table. Dinner parties, cocktail
parties, luncheons, microwave
dinners and more! Please call
514586 1248 or visit the website

at www.madcatering.com

Dresses.
322 Victoria Ave.(at de Maisonneuve)

514 369-4799
www.astripruggerdesign.com

Cuisine Continental
4 Somerville, Westmount

(coin Victoria)
514 485-2502

Since
1977

For info.on elōs hair removal
on all skin and hair color

www.lisaanella.com

From left: Diana Hindess with Astri Prugger of Astri Prugger Design.

Diana Hindess was at Astri Prugger
Design onMarch 13 to order a mother-of-
the-groom dress for her son John’s wed-
ding. Two and a half years ago, she
bought a mother-of-the-bride dress from
Prugger for her daughter Martha’s nup-
tials.

Only Shop Westmount advertisers are eligible for interviews in this section,
but they do not provide or approve the content.

Westmount Art Scene

Catherine Bates, Hunt Slonem
By Heather Black

Spring has arrived in Westmount art
galleries. Hunt Slonem’s colourful birds,
butterflies and rabbits grace the walls at
Galerie de Bellefeuille, while West-
mounter Catherine Bates’ grey-green land-
scapes unfurl at the McClure.

Catherine Bates at the McClure Gallery

For this exhibit, Bates captures nature’s
patterns in a rich green. Entitled “Out of
line: monochromes” the use of a re-
strained palette emphasizes both form and
texture. In the oil “Georgian Bay, Lizard
Lake”, a lone windswept pine evokes the
images of Group of Seven artist Frederick
Varley, or A.J. Casson. Yet her foliage is a
unique blend of leaf prints, woodcut swirls
and strong brushstrokes.

Bates’ technique – brushstrokes
slashed into the green – creates a dynamic
fierceness. Yet in “Owl’s Head”, a moun-
tain scene portrayed in short staccato ink
strokes is quietly serene. Both, however,
capture the artist’s respect for natural
landscapes, and the spontaneity of a char-
coal sketch.

“Aviator” (2006), a monochromatic
masked face illustrates Bates’ versatility.
Painted in oils in 2008, it recalls an ear-
lier ink on paper “Mask 1” (1984), also on
display. The subjects – like Bates herself –
are wary observers of man’s impact on the
natural landscape.

Hunt Slonem at Galerie de Bellefeuille

Known for his brightly hued parrots
and finches, this New York artist also ren-
ders portraits in a Warhol-like style. In

“Billie Holiday”, the thick brushstrokes of
the singer’s face are superimposed on a
coloured background of red, orange, yel-
low, green, blue and pink blocks. The dy-
namic style is similar to that found in his
paintings of rabbits, large parrots and
finches.

In “Finches” (2007), the background is
also separated into blocks of orange, blue,
white, yellow and green to create a strong
design. The birds, painted in small but
strong brushstrokes, dot the canvas. The
effect of Slonem’s graphic style – sponta-
neous yet planned – is one of joyful free-
dom.

In “Bayou Lories”, a multitude of mul-
ticoloured parrots form another eye-catch-
ing pattern. Painted in brilliant but
diffused colours, the surface is scored with
a sharpened brush tip. The resulting criss-
cross texture conveys both feathers and
chicken wire, freedom and confinement.
This layer of ambiguity reflects the artist’s
love for his own 70 exotic birds.

Compelling nature

Slonem captures the beauty of exotic
birds and butterflies, while Bates would
have us know the vast and richly textured
Canadian landscape. A respect for nature
dominates the work of both artists. And
both convey a compelling immediacy and
intimacy.

Bates’ work is on display in the Mc-
Clure Gallery at the Visual Art Centre (350
Victoria) until March 28. Slonem’s exhibit
opens on March 26 and continues until
April 6 at Galerie de Bellefeuille (1367
Greene).

Hunt Slonem, “Billie Holiday”



In his own consulting business, he has
worked on the planning of airports at
Prince George, Fort McMurray, Regina,
Bathurst and the far north as well as a
$400-million passenger terminal for
Zabreb airport in Croatia. Other projects
include Loyola high school’s expansion.

Throughout his work, he says, ac-
countability has been a common thread.

It started when Lavalin was brought in
during 1975 to expedite and clean up de-
lays and cost overruns at the Olympic Sta-
dium. Martin was assigned to validate the
$280-million work being done by some
250 sub-trade companies.

Second nature

It’s therefore second nature to him in
his councillor role to check out citizen con-
cerns firsthand – especially those involv-
ing building permits, protection of views
or help cutting through red tape. “I try to
look for common sense solutions.”

And when faced with seemingly insur-
mountable obstacles, he finds his “sense
of the absurd” kicks in to provide perspec-
tive. “After all, what really matters in life is
people.”

A former competitive skier, Martin now
plays tennis and piano, and rarely misses
a Canadiens’ game on TV.

He says it has taken some time on
council to learn its subtleties. “I want to
work toward opening up council and
changing a culture of secrecy by making
committee meetings public, publishing
unabridged minutes, and providing build-
ing information to neighbours before per-
mits are approved.”

That means he wants to continue on
council, “to make sure the arena project
stays on track, financially and technically.
And, that it is carried out with respect for
the area and in a spirit of full disclosure.”
After all, he adds, “understanding a prob-
lem is half the solution.”
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By Laureen Sweeney

He’s built a 35-year career in plan-
ning and managing large infra-
structure projects and airport

developments around the world – largely
by thinking out of the box.

“It’s amazing how people tend to see
roadblocks,” Patrick Martin explains. “It
really gets me going when I hear someone
say that something can’t be done. I’ve al-
ways been a practical person who likes to
find creative solutions and make them
happen.”

In Panama City, he found a way for
poverty-stricken families living off the
garbage dump to im-
prove their lot through
city-improved sorting
and recycling pro-
cesses. In Jericho, he
led a study in water
supply, sewage treat-
ment and waste man-
agement “in the oldest
city in the world.”

And from roads in
Africa to airports in
Mexico, his engineer-
ing experience in more
than 50 countries leads
him to say: “I think I’ve
learned the tricks of the
trade.”

Martin has a pen-
chant for “tough as-
signments because
they make you work
twice as hard.” So it’s
little wonder that his
career evolved into air-
port design, given the
challenges presented by working in this
operational – and often political – envi-
ronment.

Irish heritage

But he also enjoys the more artistic and
musical talents of his Irish heritage, un-
derlined by his birth on March 17, St.
Patrick’s Day. “I’ve always said I had a
great sense of timing!” he notes with a
smile.

It’s his roots in Westmount, however,
of which he’s especially proud.

It’s here his father owned and built up
Westmount Moving at 350 Victoria, the
site of today’s Visual Arts Centre. And it’s
here Martin now serves as utilities com-
missioner and city councillor for District

1. He lives on The Boulevard.
Among his prized possessions is a

black and white photo of himself as a
child. It’s taken in the front yard of his
home on Kensington near Sherbrooke
against a background of city hall. The
house stands on the site originally occu-
pied by the Mount Royal Tennis Club,
which Martin led as president through its
100th anniversary celebrations in 2007.

“It’s interesting how life has a way of
coming full circle, isn’t it?” he says.

Martin attributes his ability to impro-
vise and think out of the box to “a very
vivid imagination” as a child when he liked
to play “pretend.”

His mother was
French-Canadian from
Vankleek Hill near Ot-
tawa, so he attended St.
Léon school before mov-
ing on to Loyola for high
school and an under-
graduate science degree.

At Carleton Univer-
sity, he took mechanical
engineering and re-
ceived a master’s degree
in civil and transporta-
tion engineering in 1973.

There, too, he met
Jane, a Texan studying
journalism, who became
his wife. After living
briefly in Jamaica and
the Dominican Repub-
lic, they settled in West-
mount where they raised
their children: Jennifer,
an acoustical engineer,
married and living
in San Diego; and

Nicholas, studying finance at Concordia.
Meanwhile, Martin launched his career

at the engineering firm of SNC Lavalin,
where he worked for 14 years, leaving as
senior VP of its international design and
construction business.

He went on to become president of
Sogex International – a subsidiary of the
government-owned Société Générale de
Financement, working mainly in the en-
ergy sector – and of Soprin’s international
consultancy that he co-founded and co-
owned, but later sold.

From 1996 to 2000, as president of
Aéroports de Montréal International, Mar-
tin was involved in numerous overseas
projects as well as a 20-year master plan
for Dorval and Mirabel airports.

Westmount Profile: Patrick Martin

Wearingmany hats

A Triumph of its own: This little yellow TR6 is the first car Patrick Martin ever bought. That was in
1974 – and he’s still driving it. It’s often parked outside the Mount Royal Tennis Club.

Patrick Martin outside his childhood home
on Kensington. Note the preference for bow
ties and municipal architecture.

Westmount
Park United

Church
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W

corner Lansdowne
(514) 937-1146

Weekly Saturday
Service

4:30 p.m.
Come relax and enjoy

worship & warm
fellowship at WPUC.

Check out our website at:
www.westmountparkuc.org

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE
You can help by donating any type
of BOOKS to KidzSafe Foundation

to fund educational programs for kids.

Call for pick-up 514.702.4930

Electronic
Independents available

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!

Sign up by writing us:
indie@westmountindependent.com.
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and live

WESTMOUNT
New on the Market.
1 Wood Ave. #701
Elegant 2 bedroom condo in
the most prestigious building
in Westmount. Two balconies,
2552 sq.ft., gym, indoor pool,
24 hour security, walking distance
to Greene and downtown.
$1,395,000

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
with Pool!
5229 Brillon Ave.
Spectacular, 4 bedroom semi-
detached, finished basement
with garage and professionally
designed pool and deck. Closed
to Monkland Village, Villa Maria,
and Victoria Village.
$765,000

Properties to love
WESTMOUNT
Million Dollar View!
627 Clarke Ave.
Unique contemporary home,
filled with sunlight! Small private
garden, 3 bedrooms plus office,
double car garage, completely
renovated in 2008/2009.
An amazing alternative
to condo living!
$2,995,000

WESTMOUNT
Stone Mansion!
607 Clarke Ave.
Elegant 6 bedrooms, formal living
room and dining room with
beautiful outside terrace. Perfect
for family and entertaining. Oak
floors throughout and leaded
windows. A home of ageless
beauty and character.
Price upon request.

WESTMOUNT
New on the Market.
5 Anwoth
Timeless, Classic, Refined
Elegance. This unique detached
home in the Priest Farm area
offers exception luxury, renovated
in 2006, double car garage, on a
quiet street and walking distance
to fashionable Greene Ave.
$2,395,000

WESTMOUNT
594 Lansdowne
Beautiful 4 bedroom semi-
detached with large kitchen &
ground floor family room. Wood
floors throughout, 2 car garage.
Fabulous location close to park
and schools.
$965,000

WESTMOUNT LIVING AT ITS BEST
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TOP 1% ACROSS CANADA*

Chartered Real Estate Broker

Heritage
4 Westmount SQ., #110

Westmount

Cell: 591-0804 Cell: 915-1696
WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING, OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU IS...RESULTS!

Affiliated Real Estate Agents

JOAN & JILL PRÉVOST

CLUB
DES DIX

ATTESTATION
PLATINE DU
PRÉSIDENT

PALME
D’OR DU

PRÉSIDENT

WESTMOUNT FEATURED PROPERTIES

OUR SUCCESS IS MEASURED... ONE FAMILY AT A TIME

Joan Prévost Jill Prévost, BComm

Office: 514 934-1818
www.joanprevost.com

*2005

TRAFALGAR – Opportunity of a lifetime! Renovate or build your
dream home on over 10,000 sq.ft. of private sun-filled land with
southern views! The best of both worlds – Montreal permits and
Westmount services! Unparalleled entertaining space awaits the
lucky buyers! Offers invited!

1 SEVERN – LOCATION! The perfect condo alternative situated on
a quiet street in mid-level Westmount! Completely renovated from
A-Z, this sunny 3+1 bedroom home is perfect for the couple who
loves entertaining! With 2 garages, 2 terraces, a/c and top of the
line appliances this home is not to be missed! Asking $1,275,000.

CHATEAU WESTMOUNT SQUARE – 15th floor – The fabulous
entertaining space you have been waiting for inWestmount’s finest
condo building! 2,375 sq.ft. 2+1 bedroom condo w/spectacular
southern & mountain views from every window, 24 hour security,
indoor pool, gym, squash court, restaurant & steps from trendy
Greene Avenue! Asking $1,689,000.

ROSLYN: Completely renovated 3-storey, 3+1 bedroom home load-
ed w/country charm! From the exposed brick, brand new kitchen
leading onto a private deck and garden with Jacuzzi, Mexican oak
floors, fireplace, large master w/ensuite, finished bsmt & 3-4 car
prkg, this home is one-of-a-kind! Asking $1,095,000

ELM: Impeccable & completely renovated & restored 1894
greystone with the finest of taste and quality. Simply move-in
to this 3+1 bdrm home w/12' ceilings, unparalleled plaster
mouldings/columns, A/C, master w/ensuite, eat-in kitchen, new
media room in basement, 3 decks & 2-car parking. One visit and
you will be impressed! Asking $1,395,000.

VICTORIA: Impeccable and sun-filled 2+2 bdrm ground floor
condo w/ approx. 2,700 sq.ft. Of wonderful living space & exclusive
use of the lovely backyard. W/central air, central vac, oak floors,
tons of improvements & integ. Garage; this condo feels like a home
& is steps from everything! Asking $639,000.

ST. HUBERT (PLATEAU) WOW! The most unique condo to hit the
plateau! Approx. 1,978 sq.ft. 2-storey, 3 bedroom, completely ren-
ovated condo with a/c! The 750sq.ft. rooftop terrace with whirlpool,
bar and shower is ready for entertaining on a grand scale! One
look at this condo and you will be impressed! Steps from Mount-
Royal, this is a one-of-a-kind opportunity! Asking $569,000

BEACONSFIELD – (Monkland village-NDG). Lovely ground floor
1,305 sf, (including bsmt) 2+1 bedroom condo steps from
Monkland village! With its renovated kitchen, bath and finished
basement, fireplace, wall-mounted a/c unit, rear garden off kitchen
and the possibility of parking, this condo is not to be missed!
Asking $339,000.

CHRISTOPHE-COLOMB –Wonderfully bright 2-level 1+1 bedroom
condo on top floor of 3-storey building! With parking, fireplace, 2
skylights, mezzanine and fabulous private garden terrace with
north-east views to entertain guests, have a quiet retreat or walk
to any restaurant/shop on trendy Mt Royal! In the heart of Plateau
near metro, parc Lafontaine, Laurier ++ Asking $295,000

Properties are selling!
We appreciate and
welcome your calls!

Always in the strictest
of confidence.

Joan & Jill

OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4

CHATEAU WESTMOUNT SQUARE – 20th floor – Best Westmount
address! Unparalleled and unobstructed southern, northern and
western views!! Corner unit with 2,939 sq. ft. of spectacular space
for entertaining on a grand scale! Simply one-of-a-kind and not
to be missed! A visit is worth a thousand words! Asking
$1,999,000

ST. HUBERT – Lovely and charming 2 bdrm renovated top floor condo
with views of Mount Royal! Enjoy the open concept granite kitchen
with large island, sun-filled double living room with wood fireplace,
2 balconies, rights to rooftop for a terrace, beautiful columns/mould-
ings and garage! This condo will surely impress! Asking $449,000


