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Police solve car break-in spree
By Laureen Sweeney
A rash of thefts from cars in Westmount appears to have been stemmed with the arrest February 9 of a man who now faces 33 charges of
break-and-entry and theft, police report.
“This arrest closes at least 50 files,” explained
local police community relations officer Adalbert
Pimentel. “We believe more charges will follow,
also related to Westmount.”
Alert patrol officers apprehended the man
three hours after six cars were broken into in an
apartment garage on de Maisonneuve near
Roslyn around 8:30 pm. Surveillance cameras
caught the suspect using a screwdriver to break
into the lobby of the building and then breaking
car windows in the garage.
He was described as wearing red gloves and a
three-quarter length coat.
Alerted by the superintendent, the responding
officers recognized the suspect, Pimentel said.
“Other officers patrolling the district passed by to
view the video and a man matching the description was spotted and arrested at St. Catherine and
St. Marc.” Among the thefts solved were two in
an apartment garage on Rosemount, January 29.

Changing face of Public Security

At the change of shift, Westmount Public Security’s first woman sergeant, Kimberley
Colquhoun, hands the keys of the supervisor’s car to newly promoted sergeant Kaushi Patel.
Born in India, he is the first visible-minority sergeant. See story, p. 4.

Arena parking being re-costed
By Laureen Sweeney
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New cost estimates are being sought for
underground parking inside the proposed
arena building. The news was disclosed in
the wake of the initial architectural and engineering feasibility report.
Costs that had been provided by the
Lemay consortium were reported to have
been sufficiently high to have ruled out the
underground construction given the city’s
targeted arena renewal budget of $25 million.

But “underground parking hasn’t been
decided,” said Councillor Cynthia Lulham,
who represents District 7, in which the St.
Catherine St. arena is located. “We’re waiting for a second costing. If it’s reasonable,
it should be done.” Many cost factors are
involved, but the arena should improve
rather than compound parking congestion, she said, “because the impact on my
little community is harsh.”
Councillor Patrick Martin, an engineer
who also sits on the design
committee, underlined her continued on p. 4
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Robert Walker’s “Warsaw, 2000.” Learn more in
Westmount Art Scene on p. 6.
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Belvedere fire ignites renovation concerns
By Laureen Sweeney
A structural fire that caused considerable damage at 40 Belvedere Rd. February
4 has sparked new concerns for the safety
and monitoring of renovation work being
undertaken in Westmount.
Discovered at about 8 am by workers
on the top floor who heard an explosion,
the fire originated in the basement electrical distribution panel, said chief of operations Aimé Charette, who was at the scene
from the Montreal fire deparment. It
spread directly up to the third floor between the walls. The cause was not immediately known; nor was it apparent, police
Westmount 1st ad! Spacious family home with
original charm, leaded
windows, woodwork, high
ceilings. Extra bright and
large kitchen, eat in area.
Good size brms, master
bath ensuite, tons of living
space in bsmt. Garage + pkg 5 cars. $849,000
NDG 1st ad! Affordable 3
brm with all the perks!!
Bright new kitchen, extra
deep lot with landscaped
garden, fin. bsmt, garage.
Close to shops & transportation. Won’t last!!
$349,000 (all offers must
be open 48 hrs)

said, whether it had started
with city or house wires.
Hydro Westmount director Pierre Dubé said the
cause was under investigation “but we know modifications were made to increase
the home’s electrical capacity.”
“There were 10 construction workers inside at the
time but all managed to get
out before we arrived,” Charette said. “There were no injuries.”
The house was vacant. It
had been under renovation since the summer and residents were believed to have
been planning to move back in about three
months.
Police said workers had tried in vain to
stop the fire using an extinguisher. Firefighters were on the scene shortly after the
call at 8:09 am and found smoke throughout the house. “It was pretty heavy,”
Charette said.
The use of a thermal imagining camera
helped pinpoint its spread between the
walls. Some baseboards had to be torn off
and portions of wall opened before stopping it. A section of the roof was also
opened to ventilate.
A one-alarm fire “with additional re-

À votre
écoute,
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25 ans

The origin: electrical distribution system.

40 Belvedere Rd. just south of Sunnyside.

sources,” the incident brought 12
fire vehicles and 35 firefighters to
the scene. It was reported contained at 9:32 am and the operation was basically over an hour
later, Charette said.
Commenting on the fact that
houses under renovation have
long been reported as the major
source of fires in Westmount,
Charette said one of the problems
prevalent during construction
was a tendency to disconnect
alarm systems or remove batteries from detectors, “This is a nono.” Workers can warn alarm
centrals of work that may cause false indications of fire.
How to reduce the threat?
Councillor Patrick Martin, who represents the district and surveyed the damage, said he intended to ask council to look
into the fire pattern.
Now that so many houses are under
renovation, it is especially important to
try to reduce the safety threat, he said,
and “ensure our precious homes are not
lost to us or present a danger to those next
door.
“We need to look into ways of preventing such fires to the extent we can. Is the
overloading of circuits a factor?” he asked.

CHATEAU BONAVISTA
4555 Bonavista Prime location adjacent Westmount
Bachelor Suites, 3½’s, 4½’s, 5½’s from $745 – 2,195
4½ available immediately at $1545.00.
One month free.

●
●
●
●

J L.C
Interiors

Beautiful Olympic-size indoor salt water pool
Sauna ● Gym ● 24 hour doorman
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Heating, hot water, air conditioning,
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514-481-8163
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1330 Greene Avenue
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514 933-6781
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Superman’s Canadian connection uncovered by Mietkiewicz
By Kristin McNeill
Did you know that the Daily Planet –
where Clark Kent, Superman’s alter ego,
worked as a reporter – was initially called
the Daily Star and was inspired by
Toronto’s daily newspaper of yore, the
Toronto Daily Star?
This is one little gem of trivia linking
Superman to Canada that York St. resident
Henry Mietkiewicz dug up in a rare interview with the co-creator of Superman, Joe
Shuster, in 1992.
Mietkiewicz wrote for the Toronto Star
from 1973 to 1999. He has a passion for
pop culture and a life-long love of comics.
Landing an exclusive interview with Shuster, who was born in Toronto, was clearly a
personal and career highlight for him.
He will reveal more about Superman’s
Canadian co-creator at the Atwater Library
and Computer Centre Lunch Series on
March 12 at 12:30 pm.
Mietkiewicz recounts that he made a
pitch to his editor in 1991 to investigate rumours linking Superman with Toronto
and the Toronto Star. He got the green

light and worked his contacts for six
months, among them Joe’s first cousin
Frank Shuster (of the comedy duo Wayne
and Shuster). Mietkiewicz was finally
awarded an audience with Shuster in his
modest LA home in 1992.
First interview in decade
“It was kind of a coup to get Joe Shuster…To my knowledge, it was the last interview of any kind he gave to a news
media outlet, and the first one in at least
10 years that he had given to anybody
about any aspect of his Superman work,”
he explained.
Mietkiewicz’s article ran in the April
26, 1992 issue of the Toronto Star (one of
a series of special articles written to mark
the Star‘s centennial), three months before Shuster died.
According to Mietkiewicz, Shuster read
the article and “was very happy. Because,
there is something about being recognized
in your own hometown – even with major
athletes or rock stars, there’s something
special about playing to a hometown audience, no matter how big you are else-

Bruce Smith returns to playwright-ing
Westmounter Bruce Smith – most recently known for his screenwriting work,
including Prairie Giant: The Tommy Douglas Story – has written his first play in 15
years. His writing has twice been nominated for Geminis.
The play, Blessed Are They, will be produced at the St. James United Church
from February 19 to March 8. It is “a challenging look at the role of religion in
today’s fast-paced society.”
The play is about a doubt-ridden minister being confronted by a faith-filled
member of his congregation. The play
takes place in contemporary Quebec and
is set at an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting in a United Church basement.
For tickets, call 514.987.1774 x 104 or
email box-office@infinitheatre.com.

Henry Mietkiewicz displays photograph of Joe Shuster and himself in 1992 during his hard-won
interview in Shuster’s home.

where.”
Mietkiewicz remembers Shuster as
“the kindly old uncle that everyone wished
they could have – soft-spoken, humorous,
gentle” with a keen memory.
Shuster delivered Star
Though Shuster left Canada at the age
of 10, he brought with him childhood
memories that would later appear in the
Superman cartoons. Mietkiewicz discovered that the fictional newspaper was originally named the Daily Star because of
Shuster’s boyhood job delivering the

Toronto newspaper and because “he was
grateful to the Toronto Star for having
opened his eyes to comics…He wanted to
tip his hat.”
The fictional newspaper was later renamed the Daily Planet “because they didn’t want to take the chance that a paper
that was actually called the Daily Star
would be able to say ‘Clark Kent works at
our newspaper!’”
Mietkiewicz also uncovered the fact
that the skyline of the fictional city of Metropolis was modelled after Toronto of the
1930s.

Dubeau, Pietà have new album, concert

Bruce Smith

Award-winning violinist Angèle Dubeau, a longtime Westmounter, and her
string ensemble La Pietà are releasing
their 15th album.
The album, Gargantua and Other Delights, is a compilation of works by composer Jean Françaix. It will be launched at
a concert on Tuesday, February 24 as part
of the Montreal High Lights Festival
(Théâtre Maisonneuve/Place des Arts,

JJ Jacobs Realty Inc.
Chartered Real Estate Broker
514.817.7020
www.jjjrealty.com
info@jjjrealty.com
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514.842.2112).
Dubeau has also released many solo
and joint albums, and has sold over
300,000 units to date.
In addition to many other awards and
honours, Dubeau is a member of the
Order of Canada, appears on RadioCanada television and is the organizer of
Tremblant’s “Music in the Mountains” festival.
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Our Man in Ottawa

Patel takes on new responsibilities

Our aim: avoid the ballot
box, minimize the pain

New sergeant reflects
Public Security’s diversity

By Marc Garneau,
Member of Parliament for
Westmount-Ville Marie
As official opposition, the Liberal Party
of Canada must act responsibly in the interests of Canadians.
Most Canadians have
expressed the wish that
we not return to the
ballot box at a time
when the economy is experiencing a severe downturn. Instead, all of us should
work together to minimize the pain being
felt by our fellow Canadians. That pain is
very real. 129,000 Canadians lost their
jobs in January, an unenviable monthly
job loss record. Some of those Canadians
were likely the sole breadwinners in their
family.
Accountability
Given that the prime minister and his
minister of Finance failed to anticipate the
looming economic crisis last fall (when
they were calling for surpluses for the foreseeable future), it is certainly reasonable
that they be held to a high level of accountability.
It can also be argued that the spending
of this government during the past three
years did not demonstrate an adequate
level of prudence. It is for this reason that
the Liberal Party insisted on an amendment to the budget that would provide a
number of checkpoints in the coming

months. Those checkpoints will in fact
constitute confidence motions.
The current budget has some major
weaknesses, notably insufficient support
for Canadians who have lost their jobs or
who are on the verge of doing so; steps
backwards on employment equity provisions for women; a missed opportunity to
make vital investments in the green economy, as well as innovation, science and
technology; and no credible plan to get us
out of an $85 billion projected deficit over
the next five years.
Science important
It will be up to the opposition parties to
ensure that the government is reminded
of these deficiencies and we intend to do
so. As the Industry, Science and Technology critic for my party, I personally intend
to promote the importance of science, research and innovation as a long-term strategy to create the jobs of tomorrow.
Living in a constituency with an extremely important university and research
hospital presence, and having heard from
many eminent Canadian researchers,
from within and from outside the riding, I
am particularly concerned with the government’s failure in this budget to provide
new funding to Genome Canada and the
three research granting councils.
If ever there was a time to demonstrate
vision and strong support for our scientists, it is now.
More on this in my next report to you
from Ottawa.
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Replaces last original PSO
By Laureen Sweeney
Newly promoted sergeant
Patel assumed his new
Kaushi Patel has made his
rank February 9 after placway into the history pages of
ing first in the recent serWestmount’s Public Secugeant exams to fill the
rity Unit.
vacancy left by the retire“I’m very proud of having
ment of Sgt. Robert
our first sergeant to repreStringer, the last of the origsent our cultural communiinal public safety officers
ties,” said Public Security
(see Independent, December
director Richard Blondin.
17, 2008, p. 1).
“His success in our recent
The other successful
sergeant exams reflects the
candidates will be next in
diversity of our departline to fill other vacancies.
ment.”
They are Jennifer Chabot,
The Public Security Unit
Robert Forbes and Nicolas
also has members from
Bouchard.
Russia, China, Trinidad,
“I’m very happy we have
Mexico, Kazakhstan and
so many good candidates
Ukraine.
waiting to take on positions
Sergeant Kaushi Patel.
Patel, who was born just
of responsibility,” Blondin
north of Mumbai (Bombay), India, came said. “They are really dedicated to the city
to Canada in 1975 with his parents. “We and the citizens, and will bring a breath of
lived right on Tupper St.,” he said, little re- fresh air to the department.”
alizing it was the very doorstep to the comBesides Patel and Colquhoun, the unit
munity where he would forge his career.
has three other patrol sergeants on shift
The Public Security Unit promoted its (Robert White, Gregory McBain and Dave
first woman to sergeant in June 2007 with Sedgwick), and one in charge of parking,
the naming of Kimberley Colquhoun.
Denis Proulx.

Fake fifty?
A possibly fake US$50 bill was inadvertently accepted by a Victoria Ave.
merchant on February 11. It is unknown if
the money is counterfeit as the bill was
still in the store owner’s possession.
The potential suspect had, moments
before, attempted to make a purchase
from the store next door but the money
was refused, according to the salesperson
who said she “had a funny feeling” about
the individual. The person then proceeded
to the next shop and bought merchandise
for $5. When he left, the bill was passed
around the store for closer inspection and
a co-worker suggested it might be a fake

due to its weight and texture.
Officer Alain Diallo from Station 12
said that nothing had been reported and
therefore he could not comment on that
specific situation. Generally speaking, he
said counterfeit fraud is rare in Westmount. Merchants accept American
money at their own risk, and if suspicious
about money received, should take it to a
bank, which normally sends it to the
RCMP for further analysis, he explained.
The Montreal police are not mandated to
determine if paper dollar bills are genuine
and don’t make enquiries based on suspicions.

Arena would need adequate parking
continued from p. 1

concerns saying, “It would be irresponsible of us” to build a second full-size rink
without providing more parking to accommodate the additional requirements
its hockey games would generate.

“Under our by-laws, we don’t expect a
commercial developer to build a new
building without providing adequate parking, so why should we allow it for a municipal facility?” he asked. “It wouldn’t be
sustainable.”
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Letters to the Editor
Westmounters not about
‘to vote with feet’
The lack of logic in Henry Olders’ opinion piece “Make phase 1 report public,
larger arena benefits city” (February 10, p.
6) requires a common-sense response.
There are three key issues facing our
city council and the taxpayers on the new
arena: need, cost and preservation of community.
On the first issue, there is no question
our current arena is sub-par and needs renewal. Debate has taken place on how
much ice capacity we have, and it has been
shown that Westmount has better than average per-capita ice surface. (Please see
www.wamcam.org.) Nevertheless, some
believe that there is still a shortfall.
With our current $37 million debt load
and high taxes, many citizens want the city
to be prudent in spending, yet maintain
the high standards we all expect.
With Westmount being primarily a residential city, the preservation of neighborhoods and community is essential in
everything we do.
On the question of need, Mr. Olders
says we should build as big as we can and
try to satisfy the “wish list” prepared last
April. The consequence of not doing so
would be that Westmounters would “vote
with their feet” and leave. If this were true,
it’s surprising anyone lives here anymore,
given the state of our current arena. Also,
since our real estate prices have more than
doubled in the past 10 years, it seems
there is a lot more to Westmount than an
arena.
With respect to cost, it’s strange to hear
a taxpayer say that the city should not “consider excessive costs to taxpayers.” I
thought our elected officials were supposed to prudently manage our money
and control tax levels.
Finally, Mr. Olders suggests that the city

should not “cave in to pressure from
groups worried about site aesthetics, traffic or parking problems.”
Yet we all know that aesthetics are a
critical part of every building project in
Westmount. the city has gone to great
lengths to control streetscapes, building
materials, architectural styles etc. New
projects are scrutinized to ensure they
blend well with their surroundings. Are
we to abandon all of this?
With respect to parking, perhaps we
should park all the extra cars in trees?
The city administration has an obligation to respect local neighbourhoods, our
Westmount heritage and the taxpayer. We
expect our elected officials will show good
judgment and skill in balancing the various objectives, to the satisfaction of everyone.
Gary Ikeman, Spokesperson
Westmount Arena
Moderation Campaign

Spend on dogs,
not skaters
Before 1997, the Jean Talon SPCA had
asked for $1 million annually to run its
already rundown, on-the-verge-of-bankruptcy shelter. It was refused by our government and the money was allotted
elsewhere.
Now, we are dealing with the aftermath
of that and other decisions. The SPCA is
in debt and being supported by private donations. It is still a rundown shelter with
people sacrificing their own well-being in
order to help helpless animals.
There are still 1,197 puppy mills out
there. That’s at least 1,197,000 dogs living
in extremely cruel conditions – and they
still love humans when they are rescued.
We haven’t even begun to address the
puppy mills in the city or the pet stores
that feed the flow of puppy-mill dogs.

$25 million for a new arena in Westmount? $80 million to spiff up Old Montreal, and millions and millions for the
Grand Prix? Give me a break!
“You can judge the humanity and of a
society by how its treats its animals.”
Kate Davey, St. Henri

Don’t do dog-doo
I would like to bring your attention to a
situation regarding the dog-owning residents of Westmount. No, this is not about
leashing one’s dog outside dog runs. This
is about taking responsibility for one’s actions.
In upper Westmount, particularly the
areas surrounding and within the vicinities of Murray (King George) Park and
Summit Park, there are visible piles of dog
excrement everywhere – and I mean
everywhere: on peoples’ properties (e.g.
Montrose Ave.), around the children’s
playground in Murray Park, on walkways
and on hillsides. People are not being responsible and respecting others’ rights to
enjoy what is supposed to be the most
magnificent and pristine neighbourhood
of Westmount.
It is one thing for people to allow their
dogs to mess up both public and private
properties, but what is worse is the municipality has not been enforcing tougher
regulations by monitoring the areas.
It would certainly be helpful to see station dispensers with doggy-poop bags
there as well.
This is also unfair to those of us dog
owners who show respect by cleaning up
after our pets and keeping them off peoples’ properties altogether.
Thankfully, I am a renter, because if I
were paying the sky-high property taxes so
typical of this part of Westmount, you can
bet I would be knocking on the municipality’s door.
Alix Chodkowski, Stanton St.

Fountains could reap
financial rewards
It seems that according to one of your
readers, “Mr. Chin has had many good
ideas, but [a fountain for Westmount is]
not one of them” and “There are installation costs (approximately $100,000), but,
worse than that, a lot of water would be
wasted each hour! (Forever!)” (Februrary
3, p. 5).
Wasted..? Forever...?
When Gustav Eiffel’s Tower was accepted by Paris, there were widespread
protests about its exorbitant costs and ugliness. Maupassant, Émile Zola, Gautier
and other leading French writers signed a
strong protest letter. But to no avail.
It did cost a mountain of francs. But
after a century, Paris is still reaping the waterfall of billions and trillions of francs the
Tour Eiffel continues to pour into the city’s
coffers. Perhaps a fountain for city hall
may well turn out to be another of Mr.
Chin’s “many good ideas?”
Stephen Chin
Sherbrooke St.
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Please write to us!
For consideration, letters to the editor must
identify them as “for publication” and have
authors’ customary first and last names,
and street names, all of which will be published. Please also include contact information (for follow-up purposes only). We do
not publish letters regarding consumer
complaints or inter-neighbour disputes.
Letters will be edited for length, content and
style.

10,000,000 up to 75% off

$
ITALIAN LANGUAGE COURSES
GIVEN BY DR LAURA MOSSINO, phd

Formerly at Language Dept of McGill University

• LEVEL 1 – BEGINNERS APRIL 20 – MAY 13 – Mon & Wed – 10:00-11:30 a.m.
• LEVEL 2 – INTERMEDIATE APRIL 21 – MAY 14 – Tues & Thurs – 10:00-11:30 a.m.
• LEVEL 3 – ADVANCED APRIL 20 – MAY 13 – Mon & Wed – 5:30-7:00 p.m.
• Class Limit: 8 Participants
• To be held in Westmount – $170. for 8 classes

Call for our Brochure: (514) 937-6391

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FURNITURE

L I Q U I DAT I O N
kainsofficefurniture.com
dmiofficefurniture.com
montreal’s largest warehouse showroom

3155 deville

514-725-5295
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Westmount Art Scene

Robert Walker and Frank Caracciolo: Colour is power
By Heather Black
Colour captivates. Whether captured by
photographer Robert Walker (see photo, p.
1) or created by artist Frank Caracciolo,
colour redefines beauty and transforms
perception.
Robert Walker at the McClure
In “Mediascapes”, the Montreal photographer features the colours of commercial imagery. Framing neon billboards
and Times-Square kiosks, unsuspecting
tourists and pedestrians are secondary to
advertising. In one, “Warsaw, 2000”, an
orange face dominates a poster and street
scene to suggest global public images and
consumer experience.
Yet many images are unique to New
York, Las Vegas or Montreal. In “Chantier,

Bibliothèque nationale du Québec”, a red,
ice-covered hydrant dominates centre
ground and two construction murals – one
of pedestrians, the other of bookshelves.
In another, a tourist in a leather jacket emblazoned with Robert Goulet’s portrait is
uniquely Las Vegas. A plastic-covered
statue set against Warsaw architecture is
distinct in colour and sensibility to that
city.
Beautifully framed to create intriguing
and colourful compositions, Walker’s images are captivating. Presented as largescale images, the effect is both attractive
and dramatic. “Mediascapes” continues
until February 28 at the Visual Arts Centre
(350 Victoria Ave.).
Frank Caracciolo at Sandra Goldie
Abstract artist Caracciolo creates com-

pelling colours for his new show “Darling”. Transforming paper on panel with
sweeps of rich colours and contrasting textures, the Montreal painter creates a dynamic lyricism. In “Peony”, black and
white interrupt solid red brushstrokes to
project a vibrant strength.
Caracciolo is known for small, eightinch square paintings with rich, patinalike surfaces – some transferred to silk for
Montreal fashion label Amabile. Inspired
by the beauty of textured walls and architecture, the Brooklyn native scratches or
scrapes the oil-painted surfaces. The result
is complex, textural art heightened by a
high-gloss resin.
Trained as a graphic designer, Caracciolo experiments with colour. In “Self-portrait, 2008”, a multi-coloured and textured
form on the left is mirrored with flat blue
surface. Playing with light and depth, the
painter creates interesting and memorable
art. “Darling” continues until February 20
at Galerie Sandra Goldie (4898 de Maisonneuve Blvd.).
Artistic vision
For Walker and Caracciolo, it is not
form that dictates colour, but colour that
creates form. And both artists – whether
through photography or painting – reveal
the beauty of both simple and complex
colours. The result is sophisticated imagery which defies definition, but is readily appreciated.

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE
You can help by donating any type
of BOOKS to KidzSafe Foundation
to fund educational programs for kids.

Call for pick-up 514.702.4930

GINETTE &
JEFF STEELE
r
No custoamlle!
too sm

1450 829-3852
Happily in service since 1979

MILKMAN
Home Delivery
Lactancia & Liberté

Robert Walker, “Times Square 2002”

Westmount’s adult
hockey standings
Executive A
GP
C.E.O. (Grey) 16
M.D. (Yellow) 16
C.A. (Green)
16
P.H.D. (Blue) 16
Executive B
GP
M.B.A. (White) 16
BROKERS (Blue)16
LAW (Black)
16
ENGINEERS (Red) 16
Senior A
KINGS
BLUES
RED WINGS
BRUINS
Senior B
PREDATORS
CANADIENS
SHARKS
SENATORS
NORDIQUES
HAWKS
OILERS
FLYERS
FATHERS
DEVILS

WIN LOSS

9
5
6
4

2
4
8
10

WIN LOSS

10
8
8
5

5
7
8
11

GP WIN LOSS

27 23
27 13
27 8
27 6

2
12
18
18

GP WIN LOSS

23
23
22
22
22
23
22
21
23
23

18
16
11
10
10
8
8
6
4
5

3
4
9
9
9
10
11
12
12
17

TIE

PTS

5
7
2
2

23
17
14
10

TIE

PTS

1
1
0
0

21
17
16
10

TIE

PTS

2
2
1
3

48
28
17
15

TIE

PTS

2
3
2
3
3
5
3
3
7
1

38
35
24
23
23
21
19
15
15
11

Best info as of Feb. 12

SO
LD

Westmount – 434 Metcalfe
$900,000
“Renovators’ delight”

LI JU
ST ST
E
D

Westmount – 642 Belmont
$1,795,000
“The perfect home”

Westmount Adj.
3428 Addington
$769,000
“Totally charming”

Côte St. Luc – 6803 Abraham
de Sola-Le Luxor
#102 – 1568 s.f. – $478,380
#1107 – 1310 s.f. – $456,094

Westmount Adj.
4361 Decarie #304
$529,000 (plus GST & PST)
“Simply spectacular”

Downtown
3495 du Musée #101
$995,000
“Close to 3,000 s.f.”

MO
TI
VA
TE
D

Old Montreal – 1000 de la
Commune-L’Heritage du Vieux-Port
#431 – 1969 s.f. – $776,015
#808 – 1623 s.f. – $913,122
#901 – 2420 s.f. – $1,270,016

Westmount – 354 Olivier
$949,000
“Townhouse on the flat”

LI JU
ST ST
E
D

SO
LD

C
SOON
LD D.
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Old Montreal
325 St. Sacrement
$879,000 / $6,000 a month
“Penthouse loft”

Bunny Berke
Affiliated Real Estate Agent / Agent immobilier affilié
Hall of Fame, Platinum Club * / English · French · Spanish

(514)

933-6781

bunnyberke@yahoo.ca – www.bunnyberke.com

RE/MAX Westmount inc.
1330 Greene Avenue
Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2B1
*2006, 2007, 2008

Own a
property
of
distinction
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Summer Camps

Register now! Some camps give one chance
By Isaac Olson
When it comes to February, people
might think about hitting the slopes, hot
cocoa and Valentine’s Day. March is much
the same – with St. Patrick’s Day and
Easter thrown into the mix. It’s hard to
imagine these often cold and snowy
months mark the start of summer camp
registration, but local camp directors rec-

ommend getting the ball rolling as soon as
possible.
As the saying goes, the early bird gets
the worm.
Be they sleep-away or only during the
day, accredited summer camps have to
meet certain camper-to-staff ratios that, in
turn, allow for a predetermined number of
available spots. With the limited amount
of space, some popular camps fill up long

Robotics Camp – Creating, Building & Programming
SUMMER DAY CAMP – AGE 8 to 14

• July 6-10 and/or July 13-17
• August 3-7 and/or August 10-14
• Design, construct & program robots & structures
• Main kit: Lego Mindstorms NXT with Educational Software

For more information, please call: (514) 813-6673
EDUCATIONAL PRODUCTS & SERVICES
www.roboticscamp.ca • info@roboticscamp.ca
Camp Location:
4001 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West
Montreal QC H3Z 3G4

before the snow melts. An extreme example of this is the annual day-camp held at
the Montreal Biodome, where new camper
registration is one day only, making the
line-up at registration resemble ticket sales
for a big-name rock concert.
‘Bio-camp’: one-shot registration
For those who don’t know, the Biodome
is a facility located in the East End that allows visitors to walk through replicas of
four ecosystems. During the summer, it
plays host to arguably the most popular
day-camp on the island. Campers don’t
just walk through, they get a chance to experience it hands-on while learning about
responsible living and protecting the environment.
Offering a French-only day-camp to
kids ranging from 7 to 17, the Biodome’s
10-day program has bloomed in popularity so much over the years they’ve upped
the number of campers from 480 to 600,
according to coordinator Etienne Laurence, but that doesn’t mean kids are guaranteed a spot. Returning campers have
first dibs, with a registration day held on

To meet many camps’ staff members in
person, think about visiting Montreal
Families’ Camp Fairs, to be held on Monday, February 23 (Holiday Inn, 420 Sherbrooke St. W.) and Tuesday, February 24
(Holiday Inn, Highway 40 & St. John’s)
from 5 pm to 8 pm each day.
March 21 – while newcomers get their
chance the following Saturday, March 28.
Because of the high demand,
spokesperson Nadine Fortine said they’ve
changed registration procedures to help
limit lines that once wound out into the
parking lot. This year, it will be a lottery
drawing. Parents should show up between
8 and 9 in the morning to get a number –
only one number per family – and, later in
the day, those numbers will be drawn.
Either way, explained Laurence, they
are anticipating about 200 available spots
for first-time campers, but it’s hard to predict.
“We have activities where the kids help
the zookeepers,” said Laurence. “For example, early in the morning they help to prepare continued on p.11

MAROMAC EVENT CENTER PRESENTS

CAMP
MAROMAC
JUNE 29 – JULY 5 and/or JULY 6 – JULY 12
Boys & Girls 7-12 Years Old – Residential Camp
1 week $675 2 weeks $1325
SUPERVISION • INSTRUCTION • MEALS • SNACKS • DAILY & EVENING PROGRAMS

Swim – Sail – Canoe – Kayak – Tennis – Baseball – Basketball – Volleyball – Hockey
– Soccer – Hiking – Rock Climbing –
Theme Days – Bonfires – Music –
Talent Shows and much more

WWW.MAROMAC.COM
514-485-1135 • 1-800-884-2267
info@maromac.com
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christina miller 514.935.3337
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Affiliated Real Estate Agent

for more details: www.christinamiller.ca
love where you live

SUPERB SEMI-DETACHED

468 Mountain Ave.

Asking $1,249,000

JUST LISTED! Inviting semi-detached with 3+1bdrms, 3+1bths, high ceilings, finished basement
and separate garage, a short walk from Greene Ave, is truly in impeccable condition. Ground
floor boasts sun-filled open concept living/dining room & great new kitchen w/ large windows
overlooking private garden. High finished basement features a bedroom & bathroom, perfect
for guests/nanny.
just listed

new listing

Classy Condo

Bright condo on the flat
convenient to trendy Greene
ave. Beautifully renovated with
stunning accents.It's rare to find
a 4 bedroom unit with
2 balconies & lovely views.
Doorman/parking on premises.

399 Clarke Ave. #4A
Asking $640,000

Superb Stonehouse
Elegantly & tastefully
renovated residence located
steps to fine private schools.
Luxurious master suite, large
entertaining room, double
garage & large garden.

3249 Cedar Ave.
Asking $1,350,000

Elegant Estate

Lovely & elegant home in the
heart of Westmount. Steps to
Marianopolis college and
close to Victoria St. 3 bdrms,
4+1bths, double garage,
sunroom, large eat-in kitchen
& finished basement.

4697 Westmount Ave.
Asking $895,000

just listed

Beautiful Belmont

Amazing opportunity to live
on Murray Hill Park! This classic
Westmount family home
offers 4 bedrooms & a den,
large living & dining rooms
plus finished basement.
Don’t miss!.

623 Belmont Ave.
Asking $1,049,000

Westmount-adj.

Large semi-detached
w/ beautiful woodwork,
5 bdrms, 3 bths, huge eat-in
kitchen and finished basement
in top Wsmt adj. location.
Across from the Mount Royal
Tennis Club.

2122, de Vendôme
Asking $799,000 $3,600/month

Radiant Roslyn

Mint condition 4 bdrms,
3+1 bths, renovated home
on cul-de-sac in one of
Westmount’s finest locations.
Insulated sunroom, garage
and finished basement

716 Upper-Roslyn
Asking $998,000

new listing

Handsome Home

3-storey semi of great
proportions. 7+1 bdrms,
4+1 bths, large eat-in kitchen,
2nd floor den, high finished
basement, beautiful garden
w/ mature trees and beautiful
views of city & river.

3200 The Boulevard
Asking $1,295,000

Reno’d Rowhouse

Steps from Wsmt Park & Victoria
Ave. Beautifully renovated semidetached Victorian
w/ 3+1 bdrms, 3+1 bths, new
kitchen, finished basement
w/ separate entrance and
private parking at back.

109 Lewis
Asking $529,000 $3,500/month

Victorian Beauty

Charming 3 bdrm, 2+1bth
Victorian home with parking
and large garden. 2
fireplaces, beautiful deck off
the kitchen and 2nd floor
bedroom. Brand new roof.

481 Argyle Ave.
Asking $829,000
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The Inventory: Houses for sale
The Inventory is content provided by the Westmount Independent for the benefit of the reader. All information is garnered from public sources. Real estate agents,
on the other hand, have access to closed networks that allow them to see more information, including the addresses of all listings. The Inventory endeavours to list
all of the real estate of the type specified (e.g. condos or houses) that is for sale in Westmount at press time. If you are a real estate agent or private seller whose
property has been overlooked, please write to us at indie@westmountindependent.com and we will work to include your properties in future editions.
$329,000 Address unavailable
$369,000 104 Abbott Ave.
$440,000 327 Victoria Ave
$479,000 2 Prospect St.
$525,000 50 Bruce Ave.
$529,000 109 Lewis Ave.*
$529,000 111 Lewis Ave.
$535,000 102 Irvine Ave.
$559,000 4860 St. Catherine St.
$599,000 443 Claremont Ave.
$645,000 534 Lansdowne Ave.
$648,000 4608 St. Catherine St.
$649,000 54 Bruce Ave.
$679,000 59 Columbia Ave.
$699,000 488 Victoria Ave.
$760,000 527 Victoria Ave.
$795,000 458 Claremont Ave.
$798,000 382-382A Metcalfe Ave.
$829,000 479 Argyle Ave.
$829,000 481 Argyle Ave.

$849,000 431 Wood Ave.
$849,000 Address unavailable
$859,000 Address unavailable
$889,000 Address unavailable
$895,000 4697 Westmount Ave.
$898,000 4146 Dorchester Blvd.
$900,000 434 Metcalfe Ave.
$909,000 460 Lansdowne Ave.
$939,000 Address unavailable
$979,900 Address unavailable
(Sunnyside/Upper Roslyn)
$990,000 594 Lansdowne
$990,000 754 Upper Lansdowne Ave.
$995,000 644 Grosvenor Ave.
$995,000 4306 Montrose Ave.*
$995,000 Address unavailable
(near Greene Ave.)
$995,000 25 Renfrew Ave.
$998,000 716 Upper Roslyn Ave.
$999,500 490 Argyle Ave.

More on summer camps
continued from p.8

the food for animals and then bring it to
them. You can’t really do that anywhere
else in Montreal. Also, we have trained biologists, with many years of experience,
working with the kids.”
For more information, consult the
Biodome’s website, www2.ville.montreal.
qc.ca/biodome, or call: 514.868.3087.
YMCA day-camp: the sooner the better
Starting in early March, day-camp registration at Westmount’s YMCA will be
getting underway and Chris Lockhart,
camp coordinator, said it’s important that
parents come in to register their kids as
soon as they can. With a healthy list of programs slated for the summer and a limited
amount of space available, the camper roster can fill up fast.
Offering a wide-range of themed programs to kids as young as 2 and as old as
17, Lockhart said the YMCA can accommodate upward of 200 campers. With activities that range from swimming to arts
and crafts, campers take advantage of the
YMCA facility on Sherbrooke St., wander
over to the Westmount Park or, in the case
of the older campers, even trek out into the
city. Like many camps, however, they limit
the number of campers so as to ensure a
safe, wholesome experience for the children.

“It’s a chance to really be free of your
daily routine and just have fun – to enjoy
the summer,” said Lockhart. “It’s an experience for everyone involved, for both the
kids and the counselors. The kids have
had their full year of being in school, but
this is supposed to be recreation – this is
supposed to be fun. That’s my goal, to
make sure everyone is having fun and
everyone is safe.”
For more information, check out the
YMCA website, http://www.ymcamontreal.qc.ca/ymcaen.html, or call: 514.931.
8046.
Hockey school and sleep-away camp
Hockey Montreal, an 11-year-old hockey
school based in St. Laurent, is readying for
a full-service summer day-camp program
that focuses not just on hockey, but other
activities as well. With a bus service from
Decarie Square and an action-packed summer in the making, Eric Rayment, president and owner of the school, strongly
encourages parents to sign their kids up
before it’s too late.
Besides his specified training programs
for older campers, this summer will include both daily ice time and outings
where kids will have the full day-camp experience. With this in mind, early registration is key if parents are aiming to get
their kids into specific programs or want

$1,039,000 628 Victoria Ave.
$1,088,000 26 Thornhill Ave.
$1,095,000 Address unavailable
$1,095,000 638 Roslyn Ave.
$1,150,000 449 Claremont Ave.
$1,195,000 4335 de Maisonneuve Blvd.
$1,195,000 Address unavailable
$1,195,000 19 Willow Ave.
$1,195,000 595 Lansdowne Ave.
$1,225,000 Address unavailable
$1,249,000 Mountain Ave.
$1,275,000 1 Severn Ave.
$1,295,000 3664 The Boulevard
$1,295,000 4386 de Maisonneuve Blvd.
$1,295,000 Address unavailable
$1,345,000 Address unavailable
$1,349,000 Address unavailable
$1,350,000 70 Summit Crescent
$1,350,000 3249 Cedar Ave.
$1,375,000 Address unavailable
$1,395,000 79 Rosemount Crescent
$1,395,000 Address unavailable
$1,398,000 786 Upper Belmont
$1,399,000 481 Strathcona Ave.

$1,399,000 800 Lexington Ave.
$1,425,000 364 Kitchener Ave.
$1,445,000 26 Melbourne Ave.
$1,488,000 Address unavailable
$1,495,000 10 Willow Ave.
$1,499,000 40 Roxborough Ave.
$1,525,000 659 Belmont Ave.
$1,550,000 Address unavailable
$1,588,000 175 Cote St Antoine Rd.
$1,595,000 359 Redfern Ave.
$1,595,000 122 Sunnyside Ave.
$1,595,000 531 Grosvenor Ave.
$1,595,000 4820 de Maisonneuve Blvd.*
$1,625,000 Address unavailable*
$1,650,000 Address unavailable
$1,695,000 3 Bellevue Ave.
$1,695,000 443 Elm Ave.
$1,698,000 Address unavailable
$1,699,000 3284 Cedar Ave.
$1,789,000 Address unavailable
$1,795,000 729 Upper Lansdowne Ave.
$1,850,000 757 Upper Belmont Ave.
*also for rent.

to ensure a summer spot. August, he
warned, is the busiest month.
Back by popular demand, Camp Maromac, which was a residential summer
camp for 42 years before switching to an

event centre, will be opening its doors to
campers for two weeks this season. (See
separate story below.) For more on Hockey
Montreal, visit hockeymontreal.com and,
for Maromac, go to www.maromac.com.

continued on p. 13

Maromac returns
Maromac is back.
The Val des Lacs-based facility (in the
Laurentians between St. Agathe and
Tremblant) is again offering the traditional children’s camp that it ran from
1968 until 2006, when operating expenses dictated a change of business.
The Westmount-headquartered family
business had been moving towards being
an event centre since 1985, by renting itself out as a venue for corporations and
private schools to hold retreats or special
events. Maromac now also sells building
lots on its land. A third party constructs
buyers’ houses.
A number of factors influenced the
move away from the pure summer camp
business. Co-owner Joseph Marovitch explained to the Independent. “It was the way
we were running the camp. Certain programs were expensive, and counselors
who supervised [the campers] were not instructors. The introduction of the PST &
GST, and spiking gas prices were also con-

tributors.”
But Marovitch now has a format – such
as no bussing up to camp – that allows
him to offer two one-week opportunities
(or one two-week stint) to a new generation of campers at a price ($675 a week)
he thinks will work. The camp’s new,
short season starts on June 29.
Will campers see a big change?
Marovitch hopes not.
Parents will be responsible for getting
their children up to camp, but he sees this
as a plus, “They will have the peace of
mind of knowing where their child is staying and with whom. Parents can go right
into the cabin, choose the bed and set up
the space for their child.” Counselors are
now instructors as well.
What else is on tap? What Marovitch
described as “back to basic” camping: bonfires, canoeing, sailing, tennis and music.
For more information on Maromac, visit
its website at www.maromac.com or call
514.485.1135.
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Comin’ Up...
Wednesday, Feb. 18: Special council
meeting at city hall starting at noon.
Wednesday, Feb. 18: Dr. Mai-Anh Le Van
gives a presentation on her work with
Médecins sans frontières in Congo at
12:30 pm at the Atwater Library and Computer Centre (1200 Atwater). Free.

Good living comes with
age. Why not retire in perfect
elegance and ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will
tend to all your needs 24
hours every single day.
Please call us regarding our
affordable rentals:

Saturday, Feb. 21: Opening public
screening of Fennario’s War: The War to
End All Wars co-produced by Westmounter
Patrick Barnard of Outawork Films at 7
pm at de Sève Theatre at Concordia University’s Library Building (1400 de
Maisonneuve W.). Tickets $10 available at
the door. 514.932.2026.
Monday, Feb. 23: The Women’s Canadian
Club of Montreal is hosting “Nordic Passion” with a recital at 11 am by pianist
Derek Yaple-Schobert who will play works
by 18th and 19th century composers, followed by luncheon of authentic Danish
food at the Unitarian Church (5035 de
Maisonneuve W.) Advance ticket purchase
only ($28 for members; $30 for non-members). 514.284.1219.
Thursday, Feb. 26: The Montreal Children’s Library (80 years old) holds its annual general meeting from 10:30 to 11:30
am in the basement of the Atwater Library

Quebec Classifieds
Antiques
ABRACADABRA turn your hidden
treasures into ready cash. International buyer wants to purchase
your antiques, paintings, china,
crystal, silverware, jewellery, rare
books, sports, movies, postcards,
coins, stamps and records. 514501-9072.
Business
Opportunity

Mr./Mrs. right? Linda Miller has
been matching singles successfully for 10 years. Misty River Introductions. (514) 879-0573.
www.mistyriverintros.com.
Employment
Opportunities
REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A Criminal Record can follow you for life.
Only
PARDON
SERVICES
CANADA has 20 years experience. Guaranteeing record removal. Call: 1-8-NOW-PARDON
(1-866-972-7366). www.Remove
YourRecord.com.

AMAZING NEW PRODUCT! Natural Energy Mints & Gum. Many
people are switching from energy
drinks to our product! Huge cash
income potential! For free
brochure & samples call: 1-800- CHEAP PHONE RECONNECT!
661-1832. www.energiservend- Connect now for a great deal!
ing.com.
Calling features, long distance &
internet offered! Phone Factory
Career Training
Reconnect
1-877-336-2274;
TRAIN FOR A NEW CAREER in www.phonefactory.ca.
Medical Transcription. Learn from
Home! Earn from home! Contact Financial Services
CanScribe today for a FREE information package. 1-800-466-1535 FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drownwww.canscribe.com, info@can- ing in debt! Stop the harassment.
Bankruptcy might not be the anscribe.com.
swer. Together let’s find a solution
Companions
– Free Consultation. Bill Hafner –
So... you don’t have trouble get- Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-983ting dates, just not meeting 8700.

(1200 Atwater). Its mission is to provide
free library services where none are available. AGM is open to all members of the
community. Refreshments. The library is
seeking new volunteers. 514.931.2304.
Friday, Feb. 27: Dr. Dorothy Williams
reads from and discusses her book Blacks
in Montreal 1628-1986: An Urban Demography at 12:30 pm at Atwater Library and
Computer Centre (1200 Atwater). Free.
Monday, March 2: Pre-register for March
Break Camp at Centre Greene. Registration ends March 6. $25/day or $100/week.
www.centregreene.org or 514.931.6202,
for more information.

514.932.9349. Non-members $5.
Thursday, March 12: Art Focus presents
“Painting Montreal: The city seen through
artists’ eyes” an illustrated lecture by Sandra Paikowsky at the Westmount Library
at 1:30 pm. Reservations 514.937.6391. 䢇
Henry Mietkiewicz speaks on “Superman’s Canadian Co-creator: The Triumph
and Tragedy of Joe Shuster” at the Atwater
Library and Computer Centre (1200 Atwater) at 12:30 pm.

Saturday March 7: Sophie Lukacs will be
giving a free soccer clinic for girls (ages 7
to 11) at Centre Greene from 4 to 5:30 pm.
She is asking for donations of team soccer
uniforms that will go to a co-ed soccer
league in Burkina Faso. Money donations
can also be made at www.justgiving.com/
sophielukacs.
Tuesday, March 10: 7 pm, the Westmount Horticultural Society presents
guest speaker Karen Runnels, a chartered
herbalist from the Dominion Herbal College of Canada, natural health consultant
and garden designer. Westmount Library.

Sophie Lukacs (right) with a soccer associate. See
March 7 for info on her clinic.

Personals
Up to 5Mps download and
800Kbps upload. Order today at * PAST*PRESENT*FUTURE * #1
$500$ LOAN SERVICE, by phone, www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1- Psychics! *1-877-478-4410 *
no credit refused, quick and easy, 866-281-3538.
Credit cards / deposit or phone
payable over 6 or 12 installments. HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best 1-900-783-3800 $3.19 min (18+) For
Toll Free: 1-877-776-1660.
Price, Best Quality. All Shapes & a psychic NOW! Meet us at:
Colours Available. Call 1-866-652- www.mysticalconnections.ca.
For Sale
6837. www.thecoverguy.ca.
DATING SERVICE. Long-Term/
The Quebec Community NewsShort-Term Relationships, FREE
BUILDING
SALE!...
Unprecepapers Association can place
your ad into 28 weekly papers dented low prices. Reduced de- CALLS.1-877-297-9883. Exchange
throughout Quebec – just $160. posits. Limited inventory. 25’x 40’ voice messages, voice mailBook 3 weeks within a 3 month $6,844, 30’x50’ $7,844, 35’x60’ boxes.1-888-534-6984. Live adult
period and receive the 4th week $12,995, 40’x60 $15,995, 60’x100’ casual conversations-1on1, 1free! One phone call does it all! $37,400. Others! Pioneer Steel. 1- 866-311-9640, Meet on chat-lines.
Local Single Ladies.1-877-804Call Marnie at QCNA 514-453- 800-668-5422. Since 1980.
5381(18+).
6300. Visit: www.qcna.org.
AFFORDABLE PHONE RECONReal Estate
A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE – NECTION. Bad credit – no probGet your first month free. Bad lem! Call Tembo Telecom and ask REPOSSESSED PREFAB HOMES!
credit, don’t sweat it. No deposits, about our new customer special. Save 50% +! Canada Manufacno credit checks. Call Freedom Sign up online and save $20. 1- turer’s USA order cancellations.
Phone Lines today toll free 1-866- 877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca.
Brand new 1260sq.ft. Pre-engi884-7464.
neered package originally
Help Wanted
$29,950.00.
Liquidation
SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00Convert your logs to valuable Chefs, cooks, kitchen help, dish- $14,975.00!! Other sizes – sacrilumber with your own Norwood washers needed for Ontario sum- fice prices! Green-R-Panel Buildportable band sawmill. Log skid- mer camps. Get away from June ing Systems. 1-800-871-7089.
ders also available. www.nor- to Labour Day. Free accommoda- Spring / Summer delivery availwoodsawmills.ca/400t – FREE In- tion and meals. www.gb.on.ca. able!
formation: 1-800-566-6899 Ext. 400 Fax: 705-789-6582.
Services
OT.
ATTENTION! HERBALIFE Int’l is CONCERNED ABOUT TRAVELING
#1 high speed internet $18.95/ looking for local people to work TO THE U.S.A.? Apply today for
month. Absolutely no ports are from home, online, PT/FT. Call free pardon, waiver or border enblocked. Unlimited downloading. Carmen 1-888-627-8949.
try evaluation. A criminal record

can be completely removed. Call
1-800-298-5520, www.canadianpardons.ca.
CRIMINAL RECORD? Our complete service can help. Trust your
National Pardon/US waiver application to the professionals at
the National Pardon Centre™.
www.nationalpardon.org or 1866-242-2411.
Vacation/Travel
ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES –
Book online at www.canadatravels.com and save more on your
vacations. Use code NCA74327
for discount or call us toll free at
1-800-563-5722.
TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES –
Save 60-80% off retail! Best resorts & seasons! Throughout
Canada, US, Caribbean and
more! Call for free catalogue today! 1-800-731-8046 – www.holidaygroup.com/sc.

Local Classifieds
European cook for light cooking
for elderly woman. Dr. Penfield 4
hrs per day, 4 days per week. 514488-1451.
February massotherapy: 514-8238855.
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Bridge for Bright Brains:

Responsibility and reliability
The bidding:

By George Retek
When one plays in a team game the
level of responsibility increases. One
needs to justify the bids and line of plays
not only to one’s partner, but to the teammates as well, especially when the chosen
path differs from the generally accepted
route. It helps to have supportive and understanding teammates.
Edith Denenberg of Pompano Beach,
Florida is one of the unsung heroes of the
game. Although she had won the ACBL
Ace of Clubs competition in the Diamond
life master category several times, she is
practically unknown outside of Florida.
However those who know her are well
aware of her expertise and reliability.
In the last round of a recent Swiss
Team event, the following crucial hand
faced the declarer (please cover the EastWest hands before deciding how you
would play the cards).
North
m9
nK764
o K Q 10 4
pQ983
West (Edith)
m Q 10 6 5 4 3
nAJ8
oJ72
pK

East
mA7
n952
o865
p 10 7 6 5 4

South (Visitor)
mKJ82
n Q 10 3
oA93
pAJ2

West

North
Pass
2 Spades Double
(takeout)
Pass
3 NT

East
South
Pass INT(15-17 HCP)
Redbl 2 NT
(has Spade honour)
All pass

The 5 of Spade was lead to the Ace. The
Spade 7 was returned, covered by the
8 and 10, while dummy discarded a Heart.
At trick 3, Edith led the Q of Spade, and the
Visitor was at crossroads. What would you
do?
The “standard” play to nine tricks
would be to take the Club finesse. However the visitor knowing of Edith’s reputation was convinced that she would not
provide an additional Spade trick by continuing Spades if she did not have two entries (Ace of Heart and King of Club).
Consequently he paid the ultimate compliment to Edith’s by playing the Ace of
Club from his hand at trick four, then finessing successfully East for the 10 of
Club.
Declarer ended up with 11 tricks, while
the contract failed at the other table. Please
note that playing the Ace of Club is the
right play (as long as West has the King),
even if the King is not singleton.
The last words (tongue in cheek) came
from Bev and Al Levy (the Visitor’s teammates): we are so fortunate to have such a
learned person as a teammate, who is
aware of the “Rabbi’s Rule”, that states:
whenever the King is singleton behind the
Ace, play the Ace.

More Inventory
continued from p.1

$1,875,000 55 Belvedere Circle
$1,895,000 401 Côte St Antoine Rd.
$1,950,000 365-7 Redfern Ave.*
$1,970,000 30 Surrey Gardens
$1,980,000 593 Argyle Ave.
$1,995,000 701 Victoria Ave.
$1,995,000 29 Bellevue Ave.
$1,995,000 Address unavailable
$1,998,000 Address unavailable
$2,150,000 9 Rosemount Ave.
$2,200,000 4760 The Boulevard
$2,375,000 420 Cote St. Antoine Rd.
$2,390,000 Address unavailable*
$2,400,000 680 Victoria Ave.
$2,400,000 3255 Cedar Ave.
$2,495,000 Address unavailable
$2,495,000 118 Upper Bellevue Ave.

Shop Westmount!
These Westmount shops have chosen to support the Westmount Independent. They are helping us bring you Westmount’s only Westmountowned newspaper.
Since
1977

For high-end non-surgical
corrective skin care, go to

www.lisaanella.com

Sharyn Scott on Consignment
Women’s and Men’s
Quality, gently used clothing,
shoes, handbags and jewellery
4925 Sherbrooke St. West (at Prince Albert)

(514) 484-6507

Westmount
Park United
Church
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W
corner Lansdowne
(514) 937-1146

Weekly Saturday
Service
4:30 p.m.
Come relax and enjoy
worship & warm
fellowship at WPUC.
Check out our website at:
www.westmountparkuc.org

$2,500,000 526 Clarke Ave.
$2,565,000 607 Clarke Ave.
$2,590,000 40 Forden Crescent
$2,600,000 Address unavailable
$2,760,000 3 Murray Ave.
$2,950,000 Address unavailable
$2,988,000 4302 Montrose Ave.
$3,199,000 Address unavailable
$3,250,000 630 Clarke Ave.
$3,290,000 64 Forden Crescent
$3,475,000 Address unavailable
$3,500,000 62 Belvedere Rd.
$3,750,000 Address unavailable
$3,980,000 Address unavailable*
$4,800,000 3657 The Boulevard*
*also for rent.

Cuisine Continental

4 Somerville, Westmount
(coin Victoria)

514 485-2502

Dresses.
Certified Custom Framer on Site
318A Victoria Ave. • 514.369.2633

M.A.D. Catering
Food from my kitchen to your
table. Dinner parties, cocktail
parties, luncheons, microwave
dinners and more! Please call
514 586 1248 or visit the website
at www.madcatering.com

322 Victoria Ave. (at de Maisonneuve)
514 369-4799
www.astripruggerdesign.com

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West
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Westmount Profile: Cynthia Lulham

Taking community to heart
By Laureen Sweeney

C

ynthia Lulham’s upbringing in a
family of athletic achievers in historic Longueuil probably explains
her interest in preservation and
her drive to succeed in whatever she pursues.
“There was always this pressure to be
athletic and competitive,” she explains.
It was happenstance and an unplanned
career in early childhood education that
brought her to Westmount. And it was her
time on the road for La Cache in the US
that instilled her with an appreciation of
the community whose quality of life she
has been working to enhance during 13
years on city council.
“When I work in my front garden, people stop and tell me their problems,” she
says. “That’s how you connect and get another perspective.”
And with a home on the corner of St.
Catherine and Irvine Ave., most of the hot
issues in Westmount lie in her own backyard. And those that don’t are not far from
the front one.
In her four terms on council, Lulham
has been involved in them all: the current
arena renewal project, Westmount Park’s
playing fields, traffic congestion, parking
problems, train and highway noise, and
the upcoming reconstruction of the Ville
Marie Expressway.
Work and life entwined
Lulham was the first councillor in Westmount to give birth in office, and her work
and personal life have become inextricably
intertwined. She served first as commissioner of Sports, Recreation and Community Events, and now as commissioner of
Urban Planning.
Lulham grew up with older twin brothers and a younger sister on old seigneury
land where her great grandfather had a
country home. “We were the only anglo
family in a francophone neighbourhood,”
she recalls.
The family lived near hockey great Jean
Béliveau whom her mother, a professional
figure skater with the Ice Follies, used to
jog “behind.” Lulham’s father was a commonwealth canoe champion, and her
uncle was also a canoeing medalist. Her
sister became the CEO of the Canadian
Volleyball Association and is now media
consultant for the Canadian Olympic
team.
Not about to break with tradition, Lulham was set to study physical education at

the University of New Brunswick until her
plans were derailed by a life-altering motorcycle accident. She was riding behind a
boyfriend on the South Shore. “I was
smashed up badly and underwent two
years of healing bones and skin grafts.”
Redirecting her studies to Concordia
and early childhood education, she was introduced to Westmount by a summer job
at the Y as head of the day-camp. “It was
very different from the Westmount that I
had read about in the newspapers.”
Launching Narnia
After graduating in 1976, and spending
“a defining year” in Europe, she teamed up
with Barbara Keiser in launching the Narnia daycare, located in the Westmount
Park School building. She subsequently
started and became director of its afterschool program. “I worked long days,” she
recalled, and decided to move to Westmount, originally on Melville.
Five years later, she happened to accept
a part-time sales job at La Cache on
Greene Ave. But it quickly developed into
responsibility for window displays and
marketing, and a new position as US operations manager, during which time she
opened 20 new stores. “I lived on a constant road trip.”
Marrying Max Pompili, she decided to
settle down in Westmount, realizing from
her absences the sense of community it offered. She began restoring her present
home, which is believed to have been the
Irvine farmhouse.
Lulham’s entrée to municipal politics
followed a 20th anniversary party that she
organized for La Cache, which turned
Greene Ave. into a giant party, complete
with camels, peacocks, circus performers
and barbecues.
Loved the neighbourhood
It brought her into contact with local
residents and most of the city departments, “and never had I found a more positive group of people.” So, soon after, when
neighbours put her up to run in the election of 1995, she took on the challenge. “I
loved the neighbourhood and the can-do
attitude.”
Lulham’s council tenure includes the
turbulent merger-demerger period. One of
her proudest achievements was running
the Victoria Hall shelter during Ice Storm
’98, “an incredible example of the community coming together.”
While on council, she introduced food,
beverages and chairs to the deck of the

Cynthia Lulham with son Harris Pompili and Kiki, their SPCA special. Lulham stood in line all
morning four years ago to adopt Kiki.

Westmount pool, “and got rid of the
bathing caps.” She was also instrumental
in obtaining the prototype sound barrier
at the end of Abbott Ave., the renewal of
Victoria Hall and the conservatory, and the
creation of the Community Events office.
She also co-founded the Westmount Horticultural Society.
Latterly, she has been working to find
“solutions” to super-sized houses, and
hopes to introduce a process for public
consultation regarding major renovations
and additions. “We were told we couldn’t
legally do this,” she said, “but we’ve discovered the law has been changed.”
She was vice-chair of the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities’ (FCM) Quebec
caucus in 2006 and sat on the federation’s
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. She continues to serve on Westmount’s train committee.
Rollercoaster years
Throughout these years, Lulham’s personal life has been a roller-coaster ride,

punctuated by new motherhood and the
opening and subsequent closing of La
Cucina – the kitchen store and catering
business she ran with her husband on Victoria Ave. He died suddenly in March
2006 at the age of 48.
Left to raise her son Harris, then 9, on
her own, “I had to find a job and go back
to work,” she says. A new job developed
out of her volunteer work for the FCM on
a memorandum of understanding (MOU)
with the Railroad Association of Canada.
She became the MOU’s first project manager.
“Our aim is to find solutions to issues
where railroads touch communities and to
interface with municipalities,” she says.
“We created guidelines for new developments in proximity to railroads so they
don’t build problems for tomorrow.”
Will she stand for election again this
November as the councillor for District 7?
Without hesitation, Lulham replies: “I’m
going to run again, but it will be my last
term.”

MAROMAC EVENT CENTER
AN EXCELLENT VENUE FOR ALL GROUP EVENTS
CORPORATIONS • SCHOOLS • PARTIES
WEDDINGS • ANNIVERSARIES • REUNIONS • RETREATS
Minutes from Mt Tremblant & 1¼ hrs from Montreal)

WWW.MAROMAC.COM
514-485-1135 • 1-800-884-2267
info@maromac.com
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Properties to love
WESTMOUNT
594 Lansdowne
Beautiful 4 bedroom
semi-detached with large kitchen
& ground floor family room.
2 car garage. Fabulous location
close to park and schools.
Asking: $990,000

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4

WESTMOUNT Rare Opportunity!
Stone Mansion. Spectacular 6 bedroom semi-detached heritage
residence. Located on the most prestigious street in Westmount.
Price Upon Request

NDG
Brillon Ave.

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
Hill Park Circle
On the mountain, close to
Beaver Lake. Great 3 bedroom
townhouse. Renovated in
country setting.
Asking: $849,000

Spectacular, bright 4 bedroom
semi-detached with garage and
professionally designed pool
and deck area.
Close to Monkland Village,
Villa Maria, and Victoria Village.
Asking: $765,000

NDG/CDN
De Westbury
Fabulous Investment. Beautiful
3 bdrm ground floor condo
with garage, garden and
separate bachelor. Close
to Snowdon Metro.
Asking $375,000

Knock
at our door
for our exclusive
Listings!

and live
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JOAN & JILL PRÉVOST
Affiliated Real Estate Agents

TOP 1% ACROSS CANADA*
PALME
D’OR DU
PRÉSIDENT

Joan Prévost

ATTESTATION
PLATINE DU
PRÉSIDENT

CLUB
DES DIX

Office: 514 934-1818

Chartered Real Estate Broker

www.joanprevost.com

Heritage
4 Westmount SQ., #110
Westmount

Cell: 915-1696 Jill Prévost, BComm

Cell: 591-0804

WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING, OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU IS...RESULTS!
WESTMOUNT FEATURED PROPERTIES

CHATEAU WESTMOUNT SQUARE – 20th floor – Best Westmount
address! Unparalleled and unobstructed southern, northern and
western views!! Corner unit with 2,939 sq. ft. of spectacular space for
entertaining on a grand scale! Simply one-of-a-kind and not to be
missed! A visit is worth a thousand words! Asking $1,999,000

TRAFALGAR (WSMT ADJ.) – Spacious 3+1 bdrm residence on a quiet
cul de sac w/over 10,000 sq. ft. of land waiting for your special touch!
The open concept living/dining room w/French doors leading onto the
terrace/garden is ideal for lavish entertaining! With its wonderful views
& 2 car garage, a visit is a must! Asking $1,795,000

CHATEAU WESTMOUNT SQUARE – 15th floor – The fabulous entertaining space you have been waiting for in Westmount’s finest condo
building! 2,375 sq.ft. 2+1 bedroom condo w/spectacular southern &
mountain views from every window, 24 hour security, indoor pool,
gym, squash court, restaurant & steps from trendy Greene Avenue!
Asking $1,689,000.

OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4

ELM: Impeccable & completely renovated & restored 1894 greystone
with the finest of taste and quality. Simply move-in to this 3+1 bdrm
home w/12' ceilings, unparalleled plaster mouldings/columns, A/C,
master w/ensuite, eat-in kitchen, new media room in basement, 3
decks & 2-car parking. One visit and you will be impressed! Asking
$1,395,000.

1 SEVERN – LOCATION! The perfect condo alternative situated on a
quiet street in mid-level Westmount! Completely renovated from A-Z,
this sunny 3+1 bedroom home is perfect for the couple who loves
entertaining! With 2 garages, 2 terraces, a/c and top of the line
appliances this home is not to be missed! Asking $1,275,000.

ROSLYN: Completely renovated 3-storey, 3+1 bedroom home loaded
w/country charm! From the exposed brick, brand new kitchen leading
onto a private deck and garden with Jacuzzi, Mexican oak floors,
fireplace, large master w/ensuite, finished bsmt & 3-4 car prkg, this
home is one-of-a-kind! Asking $1,095,000

VICTORIA: Impeccable and sun-filled 2+2 bdrm ground floor condo w/
approx. 2,700 sq.ft. Of wonderful living space & exclusive use of the
lovely backyard. W/central air, central vac, oak floors, tons of
improvements & integ. Garage; this condo feels like a home & is steps
from everything! Asking $639,000.

ST. HUBERT – Lovely and charming 2 bdrm renovated top floor condo
with views of Mount Royal! Enjoy the open concept granite kitchen
with large island, sun-filled double living room with wood fireplace, 2
balconies, rights to rooftop for a terrace, beautiful columns/mouldings
and garage! This condo will surely impress! Asking $469,000

BEACONSFIELD – (Monkland village-NDG). Lovely ground floor 1,305
sf, (including bsmt) 2+1 bedroom condo steps from Monkland village!
With its renovated kitchen, bath and finished basement, fireplace,
wall-mounted a/c unit, rear garden off kitchen and the possibility of
parking, this condo is not to be missed! Asking $339,000.

OUR SUCCESS IS MEASURED... ONE FAMILY AT A TIME

*2005

