
Federal Liberal candidate Marc Gar-
neau got ready for the last week of the elec-
tion with the same proactive approach that
has characterized his whole campaign.

At his team’s invitation, two West-
mount newspapers (including the Inde-
pendent) spent an hour and a half over
breakfast on October 2 hearing him sum
up his point of view and answer questions.

Garneau seemed most proud of being
the Liberal spokesman for August 13 com-
ments in support of the Homelessness
Partnering Strategy (HPS) and the Resi-
dential Rehabilitation Assistance Program
(RRAP). He credits that announcement
with the Conservatives’ de-
cision to extend their fund-

By Laureen Sweeney

Who owns 172 trees located on city of
Westmount property near the sidewalk,
but which the city claims it never planted
and therefore bears no responsibility for?

That’s the question that dogs a Prince
Albert Ave. resident in a legal dispute with
the city concerning damages from a giant
maple and the liability its remaining
stump now poses. The remains of the tree
are squeezed between the public sidewalk
and the front steps of her small yard.

Rooted in law?

“In any legal system that I know of, if a

tree is on your property then it belongs to
you because the roots are immoveable and
follow the owner of the land,” said Nanette
Neuwahl, a law professor at the University
of Montreal.

“In fact, the city very clearly states in its
tree brochure that any tree on a neigh-
bour’s property is the responsibility of that
neighbour,” she said. “What makes one
neighbour different from another?”

Neuwahl said that while she did cut
down the tree “on the city’s advice,” she
felt she could not dig up the stump that is
causing further damage. “I could not dig
into city property without
taking responsibility for

By Laureen Sweeney

A new congregation has opened its
doors inWestmount to provide traditional
Anglican worship in affiliation with the
Reformed Episcopal Church in North
America.

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, which
held its third weekly service October 1 in
the sanctuary of Westmount Baptist
Church, is the only so-called “break-away”
congregation from the Anglican Church
of Canada to operate in Quebec.

“We’re not here to sheep-steal or knock
other churches, but to provide a traditional
service,” said Rev. John Smith, the retired
rector of St. George’s Reformed Episcopal
Church in Hamilton, Ont., who came to
officiate at last week’s celebration of Holy
Communion.

Active in the founding of the new con-
gregation, Rev. Smith was replacing the
new church’s founding vicar, Rev.
Matthew P. Harrington, who was out of
town on a family emergency.

Rev. Harrington, a Montrealer, is the
rector of the First Reformed Episcopal

Church of New York City, which dates to
1886. “That’s why we’re meeting on
Wednesdays, because he is in New York on
weekends,” Rev. Smith explained.

The new church, which has been ad-
vertising in newspapers, provides lunch
and Bible study after the weekly commun-
ion service, which starts at 12:15 pm.

Response ‘encouraging’

Initial response has been “very encour-
aging,” Rev. Smith said. A dozen worship-
pers attended the first gathering followed
by 15 the next week, including most of the
original 12.

“We’ve also heard that people in the
Eastern Townships have expressed inter-
est.” Many Anglicans, he added, “are not
attending services because they feel the
church has left them.”

A description of the new church on the
back of its weekly leaflet reads: “St. An-
drew’s is a new congregation founded to
provide support to Anglicans concerned
about the future of the wider Church in
Canada. We hold to the
traditional tenets and ex-
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Residents or city?

Who’s responsible for 172 ‘orphan’ sidewalk trees?

Don’t Miss It
Photographer Gabor Szilasi

shares family photographs with
“Famille” exhibition. Vernissage:

Thursday, October 9.

See Comin’ Up on p. 8 for details.

With “Fire Destroys Life” as the Quebec
theme of Fire Prevention Week (October
5-11), local fire officials are asking West-
mounters to take special care when filling
gas-powered appliances and working with
other flammable liquids.

Flash fires can happen so quickly, caus-
ing severe burns and fatalities, said West-
mount Fire Prevention Chief Daniel De
Vries. “It’s not the liquid that causes the
fire, it’s the vapours.”

As a result, always ensure that lawn
mowers and other garden equipment as
well as saws and snowblowers are already
cold and turned off before filling.

It’s also time to start replacing smoke
detector batteries as the heating season ap-
proaches. Detectors should be cleaned and
replaced after several years.

Further information on their care as
well as other safety measures will be avail-
able at the prevention kiosk being staffed
this week at Alexis Nihon, De Vries said.

Flammables and flash fires
Fire Prevention Week:

Federal election
Candidates’ last leg

continued on p. 3



damage to city infrastructure and the
neighbour’s property. Now I cannot repair
my steps until the stump is removed.”

Seeking punitive damages

As a result, she is seeking punitive
damages against the city in Small Claims
Court in a bid to establish city responsi-
bility.

In the absence of an applicable city by-
law, city clerk Mario Gerbeau explained to
the Independent, the city’s position is that
any tree it did not plant is considered to be
a “private” tree, even if located on city
property.

He did confirm that this runs contrary
to the position long held by Outremont
when it was city, as well as the city of Mon-
treal.

The tree has been a thorn in Neuwahl’s
side from the day after she purchased the
house in 2004 – when the main drain
“collapsed.” Its roots, she said, were the
size of an arm. Damage to the plumbing
and house ensued, along with many com-
plications.

“I contacted the city because the tree

was on their territory and I was told do the
repairs first and then pursue the previous
owner because it was not a city tree. I was
new to Westmount and I believed what I
was told.”

Still believing the city bore responsibil-
ity, however, Neuwahl launched an initial
action against the city and the previous
owner in Small Claims Court. By then, the
15-day prescription period had long lapsed
for filing a claim against the city. The
judge rejected the claim against the previ-
ous owner, as well, who said he had no
knowledge of who planted the tree. It had
been on the property before his arrival 20
years earlier.

Undaunted by the judgment in May,
however, Neuwahl has launched a new ac-
tion claiming punitive damages against
the city. She has also been to the Access to
Information Commission seeking other
related information the city might have on
hand, including the list of 172 similar trees.

“What I’m actually doing is establish-
ing liability,” she said, adding: “Interest-
ingly, the city’s own insurer has been out
to look at the situation.”

She said she plans to use the experi-
ence in her teachings. Neuwahl, who for-

merly taught law at the
University of Liverpool
for seven years, holds the
Chair in European Union
Law at the U of M.

Praises Building &
Planning

Neuwahl was quick to
praise the city’s Building
& Planning department
for assistance it has given
her in approving a large
roof deck and for the im-
mediate attention she re-
ceived from Public Works
when a city vehicle dam-
aged a corner of her
house. She simply wants
the city to now take responsibility for what
she believes to be its rightful property.

“This is a problem that 172 residents
may face some day,” she said. “What if
such a tree should cause personal injury?
Here I am a lawyer who, as a new resident,
believed what the city told me until it was
too late.

“I don’t know how many other people
have already felt pressured into assuming

responsibility themselves when they may
not have needed to because I don’t believe
the city’s position is well founded in law.”

“Besides, the tree registry shows it has
about 6,659 city trees. Do 172 more make
that much difference?”
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Resident: city owns trees

Nanette Neuwahl with the stump that remains at
the city sidewalk outside her home at 390 Prince
Albert.



ing. He also reiterated his party’s support
for the arts, the environment and matters
of “social conscience” – all the while stay-
ing fiscally responsible – versus an NDP
approach that he characterized as “19th
century socialism.”

When matters turned to Quebec’s lin-
guistic policies, he affirmed “The applica-
tion of [Bill] 101 was the right thing to do
in Quebec” – comparing the relative peace
of the last three decades with the turbulent
and violent FLQ era – but opposed moves
to make it apply to federal institutions.

What’s changed most over his one-year
quest to become anMP? The economy has
risen in importance, but most importantly
Garneau sees this election as the first that
has had the environment as so important
an issue.

Round-up

The Independent contacted the candi-
dates of the other major national parties
by email to find out what their final
thoughts were:

Guy Dufort, Conservative Party:

“This has been a long campaign. ..
Some local issues that were at the fore-
front during the by-election, such as
homelessness and lack of sufficient af-
fordable housing, became secondary is-
sues during the general campaign.

“… the economy has increasingly be-
come the paramount concern … But we
have not been following the same policies
as the US.We are in surplus, not adding to
our debt. We are creating jobs. We aren’t
bailing out large companies. Our banks
have stronger liquidity and tighter restric-

tions. We implemented our plan progres-
sively over 30 months: balanced budgets,
low taxes, protecting jobs and keeping in-
flation low.

“But I am still concerned by the num-
bers of homeless people … we should be
focusing on a “housing-first” approach to
homelessness in Westmount-Ville Marie
by working with partners in the private
and not-for-profit sectors . ..there are sur-
plus federal properties inWestmount-Ville
Marie which are presently unused …The
use of such surplus federal properties can
range from residential and non-residential
emergency services to permanent afford-
able housing.”

Anne Lagacé Dowson, NDP:

“From the top at the Westmount sum-
mit, to the bottom at the old port, we have
walked the walk, reaching out, shaking
hands and even giving a Montreal kiss, to
a multitude of voters ...

“As far as talking the talk, we had one or
two good debates, and then last week, our
Liberal opponent disappeared. He missed
four debates in a row. They seem to be hid-
ing him, and we are not sure why...

“To the loyal Liberal voters of West-
mount-Ville Marie, we say a vote for the
Liberals means you get a Conservative gov-
ernment. The NDP has picked up the
fallen flag of the ¨just society.¨ It is the
party that will fight Harper’s right-wing
plans. And that may be why the polls point
to a Conservative minority, with the NDP
leading the opposition. And I will never
take you, or your vote, for granted.”

Claude Genest, Green Party:

“Do you believe inmiracles? Seems like
our campaign has been full of them... Ob-
viously, Elizabeth May’s triumphant debut
has laid to rest the naive notion that we
were ever a “one issue party.” …Another
huge turning point was after Jack Layton
incredibly showed himself willing to work
with Harper to derail democracy and keep
Elizabeth May out of the debates. We
began to receive waves of disaffected ex-
NDPers, particularly among those who re-
ally care about feminist and social justice
issues.”

More election facts
According to Elections Canada, the

following candidates are running inWest-
mount-Ville Marie: Guy Dufort (Conserva-
tive), Marc Garneau (Liberal), Claude
Genest (Green), Anne Lagacé Dowson
(NDP), Charles Larivée (Bloc Québécois),
David Rovins (Independent), Bill Sloan
(Communist), Linda Sullivan (Marxist-
Leninist) and Judith Vienneau (neorhino.

The city of Westmount’s second sus-
tainable development visioning session
will take place on Thursday, October 16 at
Victoria Hall at 7 pm. The event will be
held in the world café format, which sus-
tainability coordinator JoshuaWolfe, char-
acterizes as akin to “musical chairs, or
musical tables at least.”

A sustainable development vision state-
ment for Westmount will again be the
focus, with what should be included being
the principal topic for discussion. At the
first session on September 16, three alter-
nate statements were worked on. Resi-
dents can attend any session without
having been at a previous one.
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Don’t miss

Contactivity Centre’s
Annual Artisan Sale and Bazaar

Thursday, November 6
10:30 am to 3:30 pm

For info please call 514 932-2326
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West

(at Lansdowne)

From left: Karin Cizmeciyan (Private Banking), Veronique Monet (Private Banking), Ed Bloemen-
daal (Private Banking), Marsha Lloyd (RBC DS), Mark Jennings (Private Banking), WillemWesten-
berg (RBC DS), Ben Klamph (RBC DS), Pia Landolfi (Private Banking) and John Archer (RBC
DS).

A Royal “marriage”

The Royal Bank’s Private Banking and
RBC Dominion Securities divisions re-
cently merged their local offices into one
Westmount location. Both units are now
housed at the new premises built for them
at 4 Westmount Square (suite 120), up-
stairs from theWestmount Square branch
of the Royal Bank.

RBC DS is the traditional retail broker-
age arm of the bank and manages portfo-
lios with a minimum starting value of

$500,000. Private Banking is a service of-
fered to high net worth clients that gives
them one “relationship manager” at the
bank. From there, private bankers can ac-
cess any number of services and products
for clients, including wealth management
by their new cohabitant, RBC DS.

One of the RBC DS team members,
WillemWestenberg, had some good news
recently: he was named a vice-president.

Westmount’s
‘world café’

continued from p. 1

Federal election...

Past Indie coverage
of federal candidates

For in-depth interviews of Guy Du-
fort (Conservative), Marc Garneau (Lib-
eral) and Anne Lagacé Dowson (NDP),
go to www.westmountindependent.
com.

For Dufort, click on the March 26
issue, p. 1; for Garneau, click on the
Nov. 7 issue, p. 22 and for Lagacé Dow-
son, click on the August 26 issue, p. 13.
A shorter Genest interview can be
found in the Jan. 30 issue, p. 13 and a
pre-campaign roundup in the June 17
issue, p. 6.

A summary of the all-candidates’
meeting and past election results can
be found in the September 2 edition (p.
1 & 16/17).

ca).
The election takes place on Tuesday,

October 14. Elections Canada maintains
an excellent site for finding local polling
stations. Go to www.electionscanada.ca,
then “Electoral Districts” (towards top left
of the page), then “Voter Information Serv-
ice” (towards the centre middle).

If you have not received a voter regis-
tration card in the mail, it is best to check
with the local returning officer to see if
you are on the list. The advanced polls
were run on October 3, 4 and 6. Applica-
tions for voting by mail are due by Tues-
day, October 7 at 6 pm.

The returning officer for Westmount-
Ville Marie is Robert Koffend. His office’s
coordinates are as follows: 1002 Sher-
brooke St. West, suite 1000, Montreal,
Quebec H3A 0A6 – 1.866.234.2463.

GINETTE & JEFF STEELE

1450 829-3852
Happily in service since 1979

Milkman – Home Delivery
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By Heather Black

“Leader! Not a leader!”
Are you influenced by

these words? That’s what
Prime Minister Stephen
Harper is counting on.
Like it or not, ad hominem
fallacies – where an idea is
rejected or advanced not

on merit, but on the originator’s character
– are effective.

But, according to Yvonne Raley writing
in Scientific American Mind, “Putting the
focus on the arguer or person being dis-
cussed can distract us from issues that
matter.” South of the border, a candidate’s
misinformation is posted at factcheck.org,
but here citizens are on their own.

What’s the rhetoric?

Harper tells us he represents strong
leadership, but is that world leadership?
Following the 2007 G8 meeting, singer-
activist Bono accused Harper of “blocking
progress” in the fight against global
poverty. When asked, 48 percent of Cana-
dians agreed with Bono. Only 28 percent
believed Harper that the allegations were
“completely false” (Angus Reid, June 15,
2007).

Does strong leadership, include con-
sensus-building? 55 percent agree with the

statement “Stephen Harper may be a
strong leader, but he’s not the kind of
leader that I’m comfortable with” (Ipos,
Sept 20). When Conservative Party legis-
lators sent out flyers in advance of an elec-
tion call, only 27 percent of those polled
considered the mailouts acceptable, while
49 percent said that, as campaign mate-
rial, they were inadmissable.

Harper insists that Canadians are lean-
ing centre right. The truth is 41 percent of
Canadians believe that “no current federal
political party truly represents conser-
vatism in Canada” (Angus Reid, May 30,
2007). Furthermore, 50 percent say that
“electing Stephen Harper and the Conser-
vatives to a majority government would be
like electing US President George Bush as
our prime minister” (Ipsos, September
18).
Ad hominem fallacies, clearly, underes-

timate the intelligence of Canadians.

What’s the record?

Recently Dr. Paul Hébert, editor of the
CMAJ, criticized Harper’s policy of gov-
ernment deregulation for the listeriosis
outbreak: “The Harper government has re-
versed much of the progress that previous
governments made on governing for pub-
lic health.” According to Hébert, the gov-
ernment also tried to convince American
regulators to lower US standards to accept

At Second Glance

Canada 2008: fact-checking Harper
Canadian products.

On questions of global warming at the
2008 G8 meeting, Harper argued that
“there is no point in the G8 acting if other
big emitters don’t” (Toronto Star). When
G8 countries – emitters of 62 percent of
the world’s greenhouse gases – are reduc-
ing their emissions to 20 percent of 1990
levels, the Conservative plan calls for a re-
duction of 20 percent from 2006 levels or
no decrease from 1990.

And when it comes to the economy,
Harper refers to a “Liberal tax and spend”
government. In fact, from 1997 on – with
Paul Martin and Ralph Goodale as finance
ministers – Canada had a total of $77.4 bil-
lion in budget surpluses including $13.2
billion when the Conservatives took office.
In the years 1961 to 1997, there were only
two budget surpluses, while this year’s
projected budget of $1 billion is doubtful.

And ad hominem attacks cannot conceal
a lack of progressive legislation and lead-
ership?

A local hero?

But such character attacks also misrep-
resents our parliamentary system. Unlike
the presidential system, Canadians vote
not for the leader, but for a local hero who
will advance our interests at home and
abroad. Think of Tommy Douglas, Lester
B. Pearson or Pierre Elliott Trudeau.

When we send our best representative
to Ottawa, we ensure representation for
Westmount and we establish Canada’s
next generation of leaders. So go vote. But
get the facts!

Heather Black is a
Westmount communication designer.
Contact her: atcitizen@gmail.com

From left: Dario Iezzoni (Brulerie Santropol), Joelle Berdugo Adler (One X One) and Jennifer Heil
(Plan, Kids Kottage and “Because I am a girl”).

Selwyn House holds global
responsibility conference

Photo & story by Isaac Olson

Highlighted by a long list of guests that
work to better the world, a Selwyn House
School-sponsored conference on global re-
sponsibility drew in hundreds of students
from several area schools.

Held on October 2 at Temple Emanu-
El-Beth Sholom on Sherbrooke St., the
conference, entitled “Educating Youth for
Global Responsibility,” was part of Sel-
wyn’s year-long centennial celebration.

Panelists and speakers included Jen-
nifer Heil (2006 Olympic champion and
humanitarian), Alusine Bah (former child
soldier and human rights activist) and Bob
Rae (member of parliament and Ontario’s
21st premier). Four Selwyn alumni –
Daniel Wilner, Justin Tan (Students for
Global Health), Gabriel Maldoff (High-
lands of Hope) and Andy Rosenhek (The
$5 Philanthropist) also spoke about their
work in the world.
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By Don Wedge

Spring in October? It seems
a little like that, but not for
everyone! Some are “feeling
vaguely discontented.”

Certainly Councillor Pat-
rick Martin isn’t the only
one concerned about West-
mount’s planning proce-

dures and the right to views, particularly
from high on the mountain.

Lower down, the neighbours of the new
arena await the opportunity to defend their
right to peaceful nights.

It may be fall, but the inspiring Rodgers
and Hammerstein song “It Might as Well
be Spring” has repeatedly run throughmy
head as I have watched events the last few
days.

Work on the new playing fields is
nearing completion, as is the renewal of
Westmount Ave. – the city’s biggest con-
struction job.

There is even going to be a concert of
Elizabethan lute songs in Vic Hall.

Mayor Karin Marks was called to chair
the agglom council for the first time, ap-
proached it with trepidation and carried it
through with aplomb!

Marianopolis College said its DG,
Françoise Boisvert, will step down next
summer and, of course, new DG Duncan
Campbell moved into city hall.

First lunch in 15 years!

One beneficiary of the latter move was
Eileen St. Louis of Beaconsfield. For the
first time since he became Westmount’s
top civil servant 15 years ago, her husband
Bruce took her to lunch on an office day!

The DG-emeritus has relocated his of-
fice to another floor of city hall until he
leaves at the end of next week. Even then,
he will not be finished with municipal af-
fairs. The Association of Suburban May-
ors has retained him as a consultant –
agglom battles are not over and his knowl-
edge will be needed.

The organization, which Mayor Marks
chairs, has for some time wanted to recruit
a staff official to research and present its
dossiers to the government and others.

Given his vast experience in dealing
with Montreal and Quebec City, St. Louis
might seem to be the obvious candidate,
but such a role is not foreseen.

St. Louis’ recruiting mandate

However, the mayors have retained him
to define a job description and mandate
for the new position. He will begin that
task once he has finally left Westmount’s
staff.

Meantime, St. Louis will continue to
provide the mayors with the detailed brief-
ing on the agglom council agenda that he
has prepared since the dawn of the agglom
system.

This highly confidential document
leads the elected officials through the
mountainous agenda and points to the
suspect items – and there are many –
where Big Montreal may be over-ambi-
tiously loading costs onto the suburbs.

He has provided the mayors’ group
with this guide andmany other services as
part of his Westmount duties. He was also
nominated by the other cities to represent
them in the negotiations with the Quebec
government and Big Montreal that led to
June’s three-way agreements (Bill 22) to
reform the agglom.

In recognition of his help, the associa-
tion last year presented him with a wine
refrigerator – filled with his favourite
wines!

This month, St Louis has spent much
of his time with the new DG.

Small problems matter

“It’s not the broad issues that take the
most time,” St. Louis said. “They are sim-
ilar in most cities, so Duncan is familiar
with them.

“More important are the cases where,
for instance, Mrs. So-and-So has a prob-
lem that we have been working on for

Civic Alert

It might as well be spring!
years. I want my successor to be briefed so
that he can put his own thumbprint on
them.”

Meantime, in the main floor DG’s of-
fice, Campbell has been meeting one-on-
one with mayor, councillors and his staff.

For his last week on the Big Montreal
staff, Campbell was in Richmond, VA, at-
tending the annual conference of the In-
ternational City Management Association.
Both he and St. Louis are long-termmem-
bers.

“Besides its educational aspect, Mon-
treal will be hosting the 4,000 delegates
next year and we want it to be a very ap-
pealing event,” he said.

At this year’s conference, Campbell was
attracted by evolving computer technology,
such as blogs and Facebook, rather than a
“static” website. He was impressed by “re-
verse-911 where, when we have informa-
tion to disseminate, we can send out
phone messages and emails.”

He also understands the need for elec-
tronic registration for recreational and
other events.

“I suspect we are technologically ad-
vanced enough to handle that and I will be
talking to the IT staff about it,” he prom-
ised.

It’s fall and the evenings get dark ear-
lier. But there are new faces, names and
thoughts – and, that means changes. It
just might as well be spring!

Citizen activist Don Wedge’s
e-mail address is calert@web.net.

Lépine recognized as Hudon expert
Westmounter Denis Lépine has accepted an invitation to attend Le Balcon

D’Art’s upcoming exhibition of Normand Hudon’s art and act as “un spécial-
iste sur place.”

Hudon was a versatile artist best known for his caricatures and cartoons in
La Presse, Le Petit Journal and Le Devoir. He was born in Montreal in 1929 and
died in 1997.

Lépine is an important collector of Hudon’s, with a collection of approxi-
mately 200 pieces, including rare books and record covers. The exhibition is
a sales-oriented event, so none of Lépine’s pieces will be on display.

The exhibition takes place at Le Balcon D’Art (650 Notre Dame in St. Lam-
bert, 450.466.8920) from Sunday, October 19 – starting at 1 am – to Wednes-
day, October 29. Hours are 9:30 am to 5 pm on weekdays, 10 am to 5 pm on
Saturdays and 11 am to 5 pm on Sundays. Lépine will be present on October
19 only.

According to Lépine, a 16-by-20 inch piece went for approximately $3,000
to $4,000 only a few years ago. Today’s price? $15,000 to $16,000.

Other art collectors have good naturedly teased Lépine about publicizing
Hudon and driving up the market.

Retorts Lépine wistfully, “It’s my own fault I can’t buy anymore.”

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West
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A Westmount tradition
since 1938

592 Hull

LaSalle, QC H8R 1V9

Tel: (514) 366-6683 (MOVE)

Fax: (514) 366-6685

www.westmountmoving.com

Letters to the editor
Citizen presses
for accuracy

Regarding Laureen Sweeney’s article
(“Citizens press for action on rail line”,
September 23 Independent, p. 1) on the re-
cent meeting between residents, the
mayor, three city councillors, AMT and CP
Rail on September 9: is it not the job of a
newspaper reporter to listen and take cor-
rect notes of the meeting they are attend-
ing?

It was made very clear by AMT and CP
Rail who owns and operates what equip-
ment. AMT (i.e. the Quebec government)
owns the locomotives and passenger rail-
cars, and CP Rail owns the tracks. CP Rail
operates and maintains the locomotives
and railcars under a contractual agree-
ment with AMT. CP Rail maintain the
tracks, crossover switches and bridges
with funding provided by AMT.

Regarding the quote from Peter How-
lett “whatever the decisions, we need so-
lutions in the short term.” This issue was
raised by Sandor Klein, not by Peter How-
lett, who did not stay for the duration of
the meeting and was his first time in-
volvement in the railway issues that have
been ongoing for over ten years with con-
cerned Westmount residents.

Perhaps Laureen Sweeney should give
more attention to detail before she reports
on such a serious issue, and get the facts
rights before publication.

Ian Bidgood, Lewis Ave.
Editor’s note: The Independent only

learned about this meeting after it had
taken place, but felt it was an important
one that should be brought to the attention
of readers. As a result, our reporter did not
attend the meeting in person, but man-
aged to speak to city officials who did and
spoke with Peter Howlett at deadline. His
quote was his own and an opinion long
shared by many residents and one we un-
derstood was expressed at the meeting.

We do, however, thank you for clarify-

ing and further underlining the complex-
ity of the respective entities involved and
would like to take this occasion to correct
the spelling of Michel Spénard’s name.

Lights needed
on bike path

While I appreciate the beauty (and
maybe even the necessity) of the new play-
ing field that is being installed in West-
mount Park, the construction has caused
the following problem: none of the lights
along the bike path are presently working.
As shorter days are fast approaching, and
the bike path continues to be used by hun-
dreds of people each day, I hope that West-
mount will ensure that all of the lights are
working as soon as possible in order to
make the path safe for everyone.

Catherine McKenzie
Prince Albert Ave.

Another side of
Sunnyside issue

As most of our fellow Westmount citi-
zens know by now, we are still hoping to
preserve our local heritage from the im-
pact of a roof-raising project for an already
large Category 1 home in the Sunnyside/
Bellevue area. This effort included a four-
day trial that required we re-mortgage our
house to be able to afford our small legal
team, which sat across the aisle from the
daunting dual legal team composed of the
city’s lawyers (that we are ironically also
funding through our taxes) and those of
the roof-raising property owners.

We took no solace in hearing the city of-
ficials and employees proudly defending
the way the city had granted this particular
permit. An unheeded alarm bell sounded
when concerned councillors, having by
then fully assessed the impact of the proj-
ect, overturned the city’s first attempt to
make the required adjustments to the
project in an attempt to render the permit
legal.

Apparently, this was the first time that a
number of brave councillors dared to chal-
lenge the Mayor Karin Marks’ edict that
council’s role was simply to ratify all of the
recommendations of the Planning Advi-
sory Committee (PAC) of the Urban Plan-
ning department.

During the trial, we heard the PAC
chair admit that there was no interest, abil-
ity or need to carry out a formal impact
study on the neighbouring homes before
her committee unilaterally decided that
they no longer considered the roof of this
Category 1 house as a relevant feature, de-
spite that it was conceived by the famous
architect Nobbs and Hyde 100 years ear-
lier specifically to not obstruct the neigh-
bours’ precious views.

This approach raised the full ire of
Beaupré and Michaud, our architectural
experts, who wrote the “bible” regarding
Westmount homes. They stated that this
roof did indeed constitute a defining fea-
ture, and professed that it had to be pre-
served to maintain the character of the
home, which was more important than
trying to match it with the house next
door.

Our biggest disappointment was to
hear from Mayor Marks, who after sitting
on five city councils continues to endorse
the very process that led to all this anguish,
while all this time only wondering if her
citizens might want a better one (see the
Mayor’s Column, “Managing Change in
Westmount”, October 1 Independent p. 4).
Her persistent claims that our heritage is
best protected by leaving the permit-
related decisions to PAC flies in the face
of the very legislation passed six years ago
recognizing that a well-informed and
elected council, the only accountable body
knowledgeable in all the by-laws, must
make the final decision regarding building
permits.

Voting a list of 40 permits en blocmight
be more efficient, but does not respect the
spirit of law, nor protect citizens.

Until this last check is fully activated,
we suggest that our fellow home owners
be extra-vigilant since they could, at any
time, find themselves in the same predica-
ment as us.

Mireille Raymond &
John Keyserlingk, Sunnyside Ave.

Unfortunately,
Whisky not alone

I am writing in regards to the Under-
dog article featuring Whisky in the Sep-
tember 23 edition of the Westmount
Independent (p. 16).

While it is positive to see your publica-
tion seeking homes for dogs in need, the
article is another sad reminder on an end-
less list that Quebec is lacking the proper
legislation against people who abuse, neg-

lect and abandon animals.
As a former BC resident, I am disgust-

ed at the lack of public regard, education
and legislation in support of animal wel-
fare in this province. It is a fact that in all
of Canada, Quebec is the only province
that continues to have puppy mill opera-
tions.

What is wrong with people in this
province?

This past September 26, the Canadian
SPCA, the Sûreté du Québec andHumane
Society International raided a puppy mill
in Rawdon, where they seized 109 dogs,
several cats and a rabbit. The conditions
were, by far, the worst they have ever en-
countered.

For generations my family has been
going to Rawdon and my parents have
been there permanently for four years.
When I was living there last year, I saw
many dogs chained outside in freezing
temperatures without adequate shelter or
food.

On several occasions I have contacted
the municipalities and Sûreté du Québec
in Chertsey/Rawdon/St. Julianne to find
the appropriate animal control officers
who handle these matters and was told
that only one person works for the entire
Lanaudière region! If you look at a map,
you will see how large Lanaudière is!!

The government must take the first
step. It must not only pass tougher legis-
lation, but also ensure it is followed
through. Seriously, in this day and age,
people MUST be held accountable for
their despicable actions.

So I ask you, what of the previous own-
ers of Whisky? Has anything been done or
is anything being done to hold these peo-
ple responsible for their actions? Is any-
thing being done to ensure they will never
be able to own an animal again? I think it’s
only fair for your publication to take re-
sponsibility too.

Alix Chodkowski, Stanton St.
Editor’s note: In terms of the paper “tak-

ing responsibility,” Underdog is a separate
organization from the Independent. It has
taken on the task of publicizing the plight
of hard-to-place dogs currently housed at
various animal shelters, all of which are
separate from Underdog.

The shelters, in their turn, are often
called separately from any law enforce-
ment measures against former or current
owners.

From what we know, all the groups in-
volved are relatively small and just trying
to do the best they can with the resources
that they have. To our knowledge, none
have police or judicial powers, or large
budgets to pursue civil cases.

In this instance, we do not know of any
legal measures taken against Whisky’s for-
mer owner, who moved without leaving
any contact information.
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Joan and Jill Prévost are the most dynamic duo (mother-daughter)
to appear on the real estate scene in a long time.
While enjoying great success and awards as being among the top
realtors in Canada, they have a work ethic that challenges most.
Their motto – “Our success is measured...one family at a time!” – is
exactly how they operate. All the clients who they work with are
dealing only with Jill and/or Joan – no assistants.
Each step of the way, whether clients are buying or selling, is handled
by Jill and/or Joan – and NO ONE ELSE! With the most valuable
asset you are either buying or selling, how comforting to know that
every door is opened by only Jill or Joan, and every step of the way
from there on in will be handled in a most professional, honest and
stress-free manner.
Please allow their success to work for you.

Joan & Jill Prévost
Affiliated Real Estate Agents,
Royal LePage Heritage
514.591.0804
www.joanprevost.com

Member since June 20, 2007

Marie Sicotte has all the right qualities to understand your

needs. Her passion extends beyond simply searching for the

property you want to buy or sell. She understands that for some,

a property is a dream to attain, or a legacy and a history to

pass on; while for others, it is an investment choice. Still others

seek an environment, a sense of well-being and warmth that a

place can provide, or the possibility for change that it can offer.

Regardless of the value that her clients attach to a property,

Marie Sicotte and her team make that their guiding principle.

Simplicity, Respect, Well-Being.

Marie Sicotte
Affiliated Real Estate Agent,
Groupe Sutton-Centre-Ouest
514.953.9808

Member since March 19, 2008

Name: Member since:

Joan & Jill Prévost June 20, 2007

Brian Dutch September 5, 2007

Marie Sicotte March 19, 2008

Christina Miller April 16, 2008

Name: Member since:

Bunny Berke May 20, 2008

Joyce Faughnan August 26, 2008

Christopher Gardiner August 26, 2008

Tania Kalecheff September 9, 2008

More profiles of Gold Club (full-page advertisers) to come...
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Tuesday, Oct. 7: The Westmount Munici-
pal Association presents guest speaker
Richard Blondin, the director of West-
mount Public Security, at 7 pm at the
Westmount Public Library.
Wednesday, October 8: regular mid-month
special city council meeting at city hall at
12 noon.
Thursday, October 9 (vernissage): ‘Famille’
by Gabor Szilasi at 6 pm. Roundtable:
Thursday, October 23 at 7 pm. Exhibition
runs from October 10 to November 1.
Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 12 noon to 6
pm; Saturday: 10 am to 5 pm. All events:
Visual Arts Centre (350 Victoria Ave.,
514.488.9558).
Saturday, October 11 Vernissage from 1 to
5 pm, then October 7 to 19 (Tuesday to Fri-
day 11 am to 6 pm, and Saturday and Sun-
day 11 am to 5 pm). Westmounter Lynn
Dufour has joined a group of artists who
will exhibit paintings at Galerie Ame-Art,
5345 Park Ave., Info: 514.271.3383.
Wednesday, Oct. 15: David Solway dis-
cusses his book Big Lie: On Terror, Anti
Semitism and Identity at Temple Emanu-El
Beth Sholom at 10 am. All welcome. Cost:
$8. Info: 514.937.3575.
Thursday, October 16: Westmount’s sec-
ond sustainable development visioning
session at Victoria Hall at 7 pm.

Saturday, Oct. 18: Safely dispose of leftover
paints, batteries, pesticides and electron-
ics, etc. at theHouseholdHazardousWaste
Collection in the parking lot ofWestmount
Library between 9 am and 5 pm.
Saturday, Oct. 18 and Sunday Oct. 19: Art
Westmount, throughout Westmount, in-
cluding Victoria Hall and the Gallery.
Saturday, October 18: the St. Matthias’
Church Annual Fall Rummage Sale, from
10 am to 1 pm in the Lower Hall (131 Côte
St. Antoine Rd., corner Metcalfe). Great
fall and winter clothing plus lots more. For
more information, call 514.933.4295.
Wednesday, October 22 (until October 25):
“L’or du bleu”: works made from or about
recycled materials. Gallery at Victoria Hall.
Info: 514.989.5226.
Saturday, October 25: Westmount’s first
used bicycle collection, Victoria Hall, from
10 am until 1 pm. Organized by Cyclo
Nord-Sud with the Healthy City Project.
Info: Richard Aylett 514.486.7686.� Live
Smart, Live Green – the Healthy City Pro-
ject’s daylong Victoria Hall event featuring
community information and an ideas-ex-
change on sustainable living and ways to
make life greener. 10 am to 4 pm. Info:
Barbara Moore, Community Life 514.937.
0721; Richard Aylett, Environment 514.
486.7686.

Comin’ Up...

Christina Miller with Claude Fréchette of the Pointe Claire, who was looking for a house for his
relatives.

Heritage open house day a success

The annual Heritage Open House Day,
organized by the Greater Montreal Real
Estate Board and the city of Montreal on
September 28 was an opportunity for po-
tential home buyers and heritage enthusi-
asts interested to sneak a peek at 14 older
property interiors in Westmount.

Christina Miller of RE/MAX West-
mount showed a late-Victorian townhouse
with three floors at 488 Elm Ave. When
asked about this year’s turnout, Miller
replied: “The whole project is picking up
steam. Each house (on the island of Mon-
treal) had about an average of 75 visitors. I
had 151 visitors on Sunday. About 80 per-
cent of the people were just looking for
something to do on a Sunday afternoon,
and about 20 percent were either West-
mounters or people interested in buying a
house in Westmount.”

Miller even had a visitor from Belgium,
who loves architecture and had read about
the event in the newspaper. Another visi-
tor, a Dollard resident, commented that

she would trade in her pool, garden and all
of the conveniences of suburbia for a
house with the cachet of the one on Elm.

Terry Evans of Groupe Sutton-Centre-
Ouest, whose listing at 365 Redfern Ave.
received “tons of people,” said that “peo-
ple were generally fascinated by the archi-
tecture of the house, which used to be the
Japanese consulate. The publicity for this
event was fantastic and every year there is
a good turnout.” Evans estimates that
about 50 groups visited the property, who
were mostly “gawkers” from outside of the
area.

Alexey Fanin, an agent with Proprio Di-
rect, showed an 1896 terraced Victorian
house at 59 Columbia Ave., which re-
ceived about 75 visitors. “The house is
beautiful and the feedback was very posi-
tive,” said Fanin. He felt that most of the
visitors were visiting out of curiosity or po-
tential house sellers that were trying to get
a feel for the price of their own house.
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CHATEAU BONAVISTA
4555 Bonavista

Prime location adjacent Westmount
Bachelor Suites, 3½’s, 4½’s, 5½’s

From $745 – 2,195
● Beautiful Olympic-size indoor salt water pool
● Sauna ● Gym ● 24 hour doorman
● Indoor parking
● Heating, hot water, air conditioning,

and appliances included

Call 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 7 days
514-481-8163 www.cromwellmgt.ca

PATRICIA HINOJOSA
Afilliated Real Estate Agent

Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest Inc.

(514) 885-3567
Quality Service & Results

For Sellers & Buyers.

pressions of Anglicanism in Canada.”
It further describes the new church as

Biblical, evangelical, liturgical and Episco-
pal.

“I would like to say how Christian it is
of the Westmount Baptist Church to open

its doors to us,” Rev. Smith said. “It’s so
central and quite a landmark inMontreal.”
The church is at Sherbrooke and Roslyn.

REC re-established

Interestingly, he said, St. Andrew’s is re-
ally “re-establishing” the Reformed Epis-

copal Church in Montreal. It was
once represented in the late 19th
century by a church using the
name St. Bartholomew’s under
the ministry of one Brandram B.
Usher.

Rev. Smith was the rector of
St. George’s Reformed Episcopal
Church in Hamilton for many
years before his retirement. A for-
mer teacher, he served as a cabi-
net minister of correctional
services for William Davis (On-
tario premier from 1971 to 1985)
before receiving “the calling.” He
said he plans to assist Harrington
as needed.

The church’s website (www.
saintandrews.qc.ca) was expected
to be up and running any day, ac-
cording to Judy Smith, Rev.
Smith’s wife.

continued from p. 1

ReformAnglicans land inWestmount

With his wife, Judy, Rev. John Smith came from Hamilton to
replace St. Andrew’s vicar, Rev. Matthew Harrington, at last
Wednesday’s service.

This renovated house is
truly the best buy presently
on the market. On quiet
Gage Road, this detached
property is in move-in con-
dition. It consists of a cross
hall living room, dining
room, kitchen, powder room, 3 plus one bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, plus door to private sundeck. A superb
basement with lovely dark flooring, bathroom, large walk-
in cedar cupboard, 2 large rooms, electric heating
throughout the house. Single garage.

All this asking only $769,000.

To view please call:

JANE ALLAN
Affiliated real estate agent

514 762-9481 or 514 933-5800

4066 Gage RoadArt and Science
for the Perfect Smile
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

NEW! Digital Radiography
NEW! One hour in-office
Whitening with Zoom 2

Dr Guittel Cohen, dds
3550 Cote des Neiges

(Seaforth Medical) Suite 320
Call for your appointment

514-938-4883



10 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – October 7-8, 2008

By Kristin McNeill

Victoria Ave. resident Patrick Hansen is
stage-directing Opera McGill’s upcoming
performance of Lully’s Thésée on Novem-
ber 14, 15 and 16, accompanied by the
McGill Baroque Orchestra.

A relative newcomer to Montreal and
Canada, Hansenmoved his family herel in
August 2007 from Miami where he was
working for the Florida Grand Opera. “We
went from hurricanes to blizzards, but we
had lived in upstate New York, so we know
snow,” he said.

Having grown up in Iowa, Hansen ob-
tained his music degrees in that state and
started his career as a tap and jazz dancer.
(He wanted to be on Broadway, he recalls.)

Due to an injury that prevented him
from auditioning, he concentrated on the
piano. He eventually worked for the Juil-
liard School in New York where he played
for voice lessons and was a vocal coach. He
has also worked in Chicago, Memphis,
Nashville and Ithaca, NY.

Hansen currently works as Director of
Opera Studies at McGill’s Schulich School
of Music. He is also a stage director for

Opera McGill and is an associate profes-
sor in the department of Performance. In
January 2009, Hansen will direct of Ben-
jamin Britten’s The Rape of Lucretia.

Stage-directing for Opera McGill

From Iowa, to Juilliard, toMontreal

Patrick Hansen

On October 14th,
Vote for Anne Lagacé Dowson 

in Westmount—Ville-Marie.

Paid and authorized by the official agent of the candidate 

HARPER

Change you can ccoouunntt on.

“Honour me and 
Jack Layton’s NDP
with your vote. We 
will never take you

for granted.”
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Offer valid until October 31, 2008 with this advertisement

For rent: 2 bedrooms 51/2 apt on
Clarke ave Westmount available
November 1st 1288/m negotiable
heating and appliances included,
balcony (514) 934 2578.

Classified

By Annika Melanson

Westmounters Angela Lehrer and
Anna Mittag, along with colleague Tanya
Narang, run the Montreal office of Life-
Speak (www.lifespeak.ca), an organization
dedicated to bringing in Canadian parent-
ing, eldercare, health and well-being ex-
perts to their clients’ workplaces.

Given the demanding requirements of
today’s corporate environment, the Par-
ents At Work, Generations At Work, and
Vitality At Work programs provide em-
ployees with valuable information, tips
and strategies to improve their work-life
balance by addressing the “life” part of the
equation. Topics include balancing work,
parenting and play; raising responsible
children; creating conversations that mat-
ter; debunking the myths behind popular
diet plans and planning and caring for
aging parents.

Retention and burnout

Lehrer, Mittag and Narang are profes-
sional women and mothers of young chil-
dren. After having children, they were

ready to get back in the work
force, but wanted to have the
flexibility to balance work
and family. LifeSpeak was
something that “spoke” to
them and allowed them to
do this. Between them, they
recruit and screen speakers
and organize all the events.
“The two hot topics these
days at work are the reten-
tion of employees and
burnout,” said Lehrer. “If,
through dynamic speakers,
we can help an employee to
make their life easier, it will
make a huge difference to
that person,” said Mittag.

LifeSpeak was created in
Toronto four and a half years
ago by two lawyers. The
Montreal chapter was
launched in 2006.

“We pride ourselves in
the quality of our speakers,
who are known in their
fields,” said Lehrer.

LifeSpeak teaches workplace balance

From left: Angela Lehrer, Tanya Narang and Anna Mittag run the
Montreal chapter of LifeSpeak.

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE
You can help by donating USED BOOKS
to KIDZSAFE FOUNDATION, to fund

our educational programmes for kids.

Call for pick-up 514.702.4930

Retail Watch
by Annika Melanson

Dr. Coopersmith moves dental practice here

Ride the rails at Art-Enfant

Art-Enfant (4968 Sherbrooke St., 514.
488.1022, www.art-enfant.ca) will host a
Thomas & Friends Playday on October 11,
from 10:30 am to 3:30 pm. Kids will have
a chance to ride a giant battery-operated
Thomas and play with tons of trains. Par-
ticipants can even paint their own Thomas
engine. This activity is free of charge.

Creative Sundays at the Montreal
Museum of Fine Arts

One Sunday a month, from 1 pm to 4
pm, the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts
(Jean-Noël Desmarais Pavilion, 1380 Sher-
brooke St., 514.285.1600, www.mmfa.qc.
ca) hosts free activities for families. This
fall’s theme is Spotlight on Mythical Ob-
jects, where children will create their own
amulet or pendant from inspiration from
the Museum’s Collection of Mediter-
ranean Archaeology. Admission is free
and on a first-come, first-serve basis, so it
is suggested to arrive a little early. The ac-
tivity takes place on the following dates:
October 19, November 9 and December 7.

Something sweet at the Canadian
Centre for Architecture

The Canadian Centre for Architecture
(1920 Baille St., 514.939.7000, www.cca.
qc.ca) is cooking up something sweet this
month for their October Families at Play
Sunday session. Inspired by the white-
cube minimalism of architect Ryue
Nishizawa, on October 19 kids are invited
to experience the concept of micro-archi-
tecture through a modular element: sugar
cubes. This activity is suitable for children
ages 4 to 12, accompanied by an adult. Ses-
sions are offered at 10:15 am and at 2 pm.
Admission is $10 per family. Reservations
are required: 514.939.7026.

Dr. Allan Coopersmith is a
dental surgeon who moved his
32-year-old practice fromDecelles
Ave. to Westmount (245 Victoria
Ave, suite 620, 514.731.3308) at
the end of May. He was forced to
move when St. Justine Hospital
bought the building that his prac-
tice was in. “I am an ex-West-
mounter and many of my
patients are in Westmount. I am
delighted to be here,” said Coop-
ersmith.

The office is modern and
bright, with breathtaking views of
the mountain. It benefits from an
onsite laboratory, two autoclave sterilizers
and state-of-the art equipment, such as an

$80,000 digital Panorex X-ray
machine (which emits 90 percent
less radiation that traditional
ones) and a $20,000 Sapphire
tooth-whitening machine, that
whitens teeth in one hour. An-
other perk is that each patient
chair is equipped with a flat
screen TV for patients to tune in
to a show or even to watch their
dental procedure being per-
formed.

Coopersmith performs every-
thing from traditional to preven-
tative and cosmetic dentistry,
“The idea is to prevent things be-

fore they happen. But if they do happen,
we are able to fix them,” said Cooper-

smith. “There is nothing that I do to my
patients that I won’t have done to myself
or to my family.”

“Dentistry has been revolutionized,”
said Coopersmith, “People used to only
visit a dentist when things hurt. Now they
come because they want a nicer smile.”
Coopersmith taught cosmetic dentistry at
McGill from 1977 to 1997 and gets many
referrals from plastic surgeons.

Coopersmith is very busy, but he is ac-
cepting new patients. By mid-October, an
associate, Zoey Rabinovitz, will have
joined the practice. Emergencies are also
accepted.

Dr. Allan
Coopersmith

The Westmount
Parent

by Annika Melanson
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We would love to get comments about our newspaper.
If you’d like to have us hear from you, please take a minute to
answer the following questionnaire. We will use the information
to gear content towards you and to help us sell advertisements.
More advertisers means more pages ofWestmount Independent.

We want your information, not your name.

Where do you live?
� Above The Boulevard (incl. north side)
� Between The Boulevard (incl. south side) and Sherbrooke St.

(incl. north side)
� Below Sherbrooke St. (incl. south side)
� Don’t live, but work, in Westmount
� Neither work nor live in Wesmount

Do you live in:
� a house � a duplex
� a multi-unit building?

Do you own your home? � Yes � No

Do you own a second home? � Yes � No

Which of the following newspapers do you receive at home?
� Actualités Westmount
� The Suburban
� Westmount Examiner
� Westmount Independent
� Westmount Times

Which of the following newspapers do you see around town?
� Actualités Westmount
� The Suburban
� Westmount Examiner
� Westmount Independent
� Westmount Times

How many readers are you responding for?
___ men ___ women ___ total
___ anglophones ___ francophones ___ allophone ___ total
ages _____________________________

What is your favourite Westmount newspaper?

______________________________________________________
How much time do you spend with an average issue of the
Westmount Independent?

______________________________________________________

Please rate the following features and columns (1 to 5, 5 is highest)
____ 9 Lives by Lyzanne
____ Arts Scene by Heather Black
____ At Second Glance by Heather Black
____ Bridge for Bright Brains by George Retek
____ Building permits
____ City council & affairs coverage by Laureen Sweeney
____ Civic Alert by Don Wedge
____ Colourfully Yours by Aurelien Guillory
____ Comin’ Up
____ On the Shelves
____ Profiles by Laureen Sweeney
____ Retail & Trend Watch by Annika Melanson
____ Underdog by Fern Breslaw
____Westmount Today, Yesterday and Before by Doreen Lindsay
____What’s Cooking in Westmount by Anthea Dawson
____What’s in Store by Carola Price

Real estate
____ The Inventory (condos)
____ The Inventory (houses)
____ Bought & Sold (house transfers)
____ On the Market

What do you like most about the Westmount Independent?

______________________________________________________
What do you like least about the Westmount Independent?

______________________________________________________
What should we do differently?

______________________________________________________

Other comments?

______________________________________________________
Thank you.

We want to serve you better!

We are Westmount.

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT

Please return to 310 Victoria, #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9
indie@westmountindependent.com

Fax: 514.935.9241

Please reply once only.



Posters described as “offensive” were
discovered on lamp posts on Greene Ave.
September 28, public safety officers re-
port.

The large plastic signs resembling elec-
toral ones bore messages of “End Cana-
dian support to apartheid Israel” and
“Canada hors d’Afghanistan”. Both types
displayed the inscription: “Authorized by
the regional agent of the communist party
of Canada.”

City Public Works crews were re-

quested to remove the posters, which they
did soon after and the matter was turned
over to police for investigation.
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FULL-TIME POSITION
Westmount Y seeks
ASST. TO

SUPERINTENDANT
Requirements:

Handyman skills, 3 years experience
Available weekends
Bilingualism an asset

Opportunities for training
Reply to: Marc Gratton
(514) 931-8046 ext. 225

Marc.gratton@ymcamontreal.qc.ca

Bach to Montreal
By Kristin McNeill

Westmount now boasts its own resi-
dent Johann Sebastian Bach connoisseur,
Alexandra Scheibler, who founded the
Bach-Académie de Montréal. The group
organizes the Montreal Bach Festival. Two
festivals have taken place under
Scheibler’s leadership, the first in 2005,
and again in 2007.

Scheibler came to Montreal in 2002
with her husband who was doing his doc-

torate at McGill. “I didn’t know anyone in
the city,” she recalls. “I found that Mon-
treal had a lot of music going on, but there
was not enough Bach.”

Scheibler, who has a PhD in musicol-
ogy from the University of Hamburg,
went on to found Bach-Académie de Mon-
tréal. As president and executive director,
she coordinates the biennial Montreal
Bach Festival which brings musicians and
scholars to Montreal from around the
world to perform and explore classical
music with particular emphasis on the
work of Bach. She describes Bach-
Académie as an umbrella organization
that coordinates concerts from its various
partners, including the OSM, and provides
both paid and free concerts, lectures and
master classes all over the city for Mon-
trealers. Her vision is “to have the best
musicians come to Montreal...it’s always
interesting to have variety in interpretation
[of the music], and that’s what we want in
Montreal.”

Fluent in German (her native tongue),
English and French, Scheibler and her
husband have two children. Her son at-
tends Selwyn House and her daughter is
at Miss Vicky’s. She also plays the viola in
various ensembles.

A gala concert featuring pianist David
Fray takes place on October 22 at Pollack
Hall, McGill University, followed by a
Baroque Cabaret evening with Quebec so-
prano Natalie Choquette on October 23 to
raise money for Bach Académie. The next
Montreal Bach Festival is slated for the fall
of 2009. For more information, see
www.bach-academie-montreal.com or call
514.843.3414.

Alexandra Scheibler poses with 2008 gala concert
program.

‘Offensive’ posters removed

Electronic Independents
available

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
indie@westmountindependent.com.
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On the shelves
Among the new arrivals at the West-

mount Public Library singled out by staff
are:
Magazines

“Book of nature”, Lapham’s Quarterly,
Summer 2008. Selection of new and past
literature on the theme of nature including:
William Blake, Novalis, John Milton, Jo-
hann von Goethe and Al Gore.

“The new nature writing issue”, Granta,
Summer 2008. Special issue on new na-
ture writing including authors: Philip
Marsen, Seamus Heaney, Paul Farley, plus
a graphic story by David Heatley.

“La politique de la division selon
Harper” by Alec Castonguay in L’Actualité,
1er Octobre, 2008, p. 28.

“Le Québec, à l’avant-garde de la lutte
contre la pauvrété au Canada” by Marie-
Renée Roy, Guy Fréchet et Frédéric Savard
in Policy Options Politiques, Sept. 2008, p.
57.
English Adult
The Retreat by David Bergen who follows

The Time in Between with a haunting novel
about the clash of generations and cultures.
Set during the summer of the Ojibway oc-
cupation of Anicinabe Park in Kenora 1973,
this is a finely nuanced, deeply felt novel
that tells the story of the complicated love
between a white girl and a native boy and
of a family on the verge of splintering for-
ever.
A Fair Country: Telling Truths about

Canada by John Ralston Saul. In his vision
of Canada, Saul urges us to think about
three founding myths in order to rethink
Canada’s future.
Adult French
Ce que le jour doit à la nuit by Yasmina

Khadra. A work of fiction about colonial Al-
geria set on the eve of independence and

told through the lives of a few individuals,
from childhood through maturity. The
main character is Younes, a child raised in
poverty in the city of Oran.
Les espions: réalités et fantasmes by Con-

stantin Melnik, a highly ranked officer in
the French intelligence services, who after
the fall of communism in Russia, struck up
friendships with some of the top Soviet
spies. He offers here a chronicle of espi-
onage in the 20th century, enriched by por-
trayals of colourful individuals and their
daring adventures.
Children’s Fiction for 9-year-olds and up
The Princess and the Peabodys by Betty G.

Birney. When a medieval princess appears
out of a rusty box bought at a yard sale, 14-
year-old tomboy Casey Peabody and her
family are stuck with her royal snobbiness
until the young wizard who had trapped her
there figures out the spell to send her
home.
La prophétie d’Ophélia by Elaine Arse-

nault. One morning, Ophélia, a beautiful
gypsy, uncovers a bizarre prophecy while
reading her tea leaves. This is the first vol-
ume of the L’or des Gitans series by Mon-
treal author Elaine Arsenault.
Reference
Dictionnaire de l’Afrique: histoire, civilisa-

tion, actualité by Bernard Nantet.
International Literary Market Place 2009

DVDs
Cranford. The small town gossip, secrets,

and romance of Elizabeth Gaskell’s popu-
lar series of novels comes to the small
screen in this BBC drama.
Sunflower (in Mandarin with English or

French subtitles). A moving story of an
urban family living in Beijing, and the bat-
tle of wills between father and son to do
what’s right or what the heart wants.

By Lyzanne

It was a victory, yet a
heartwrenching one.
We all saw the news-
casts and the newsclips
with the SPCA and the Humane Society of
the United States working together to raid
a home in Rawdon where 118 animals
were seized under charges of animal cru-
elty.

We all saw these poor neglected pets
being brought out of the house and the
barn, in the arms of volunteers and em-
ployees who would help in their care. We
all heard Alanna Devine, acting director of
the SPCA, on site, asking us to help the

SPCA in ensuring that they are fed, cared
for, vetted and groomed. The shelter is
overwhelmed by the arrival of these pets
who need so much help.

So, it’s our turn now. Donations to the
SPCA, and donations of blankets and tow-
els are needed right now. Please help by
dropping by to assist in any way you can
as a volunteer, a foster or a member. The
SPCA is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West
and their telephone number is 514.735.
2711. You can also refer to their website,
www.spcamontreal.com. Your contribu-
tion will make a huge difference.

Your neighbour, Lyzanne
Artwork by Laura S. Cohendet

The following seven permits for major
construction were approved by West-
mount city council at its meeting Septem-
ber 22. All had initially appeared on the
agenda for September 10, but were de-
ferred by council for further study.

60 Oakland: to build a two-storey addi-
tion on the south of the building;

511 Roslyn: to demolish an existing so-
larium and build a rear extension to in-
clude a kitchen and bedrooms;

736 Belmont: to build an extension at

the rear;
483 Elm: to build a deck on top of the

garage of the Category 1 house;
659Murray Hill: to add a second storey

on the south solarium and add an exten-
sion on the existing east extension and
change some windows;

328-330 Wood: to add a sunroom to the
category 1 building;

455 Claremont: to build an extension at
the back.

9 Lives: Please help pets from SPCA raid Underdog
By Fern Breslaw

Yougie was set to be put down the day that we took her picture.
The volunteers at the SPCA have begged to buy her a little more

time, but there isn’t much in the
way of hope for this girl unless it so
happens that her fairy godmother is reading this col-
umn.

So here here is the unfortunate reality: Yougie
needs an operation for a serious yet curable hip prob-
lem. It will cost $9,000. Otherwise she will go to dog
heaven. Period.

Of course, it would happen that she is a LOVELY
dog in all other ways. Big and mellow and a snuggle
bug. She has had a terrible life full of abuse and she
truly, truly deserves a miracle in her life.

Unfortunately, there is no Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion for dogs. There are just people who love them. If
you are Glenda the good witch or would like to help in
any way at all; be it by fostering her, sponsoring or
holding a garage sale fundraiser ....we would love to
hear from you. Please, please call us at 514.969.3376
or visit Yougie at the Montreal SPCA.Yougie Photo: Johnny Sahame

Major projects finally
receive council’s blessing

Building Projects: What’s permitted

Dr. Gaëtan Goneau, general dentist, and his team
are pleased to welcome general dentist Dr.Teresa

OiYu Lo into their dental practice.This new
addition will allow us to offer greater availabilities

to meet all of your family’s dental needs.
We are looking forward to meeting you.

Dr. Gaëtan Goneau, DMD
Medical Arts Building

1538 Sherbrooke St.West (corner Guy St.) #203
514.933.3222
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THE HEART OF THE FARM
captures the soul of the
Townships in one book

• Hundreds of photographs
• Detailed history of barns,

fences and farming
• Hardcover, colour with
dustjacket • 306 pages

A must for Townshippers,
weekenders and ex-pats.

Available locally at:
•Westmount Stationery

• Hogg Hardware
Also available at

Paragraphe

Mourning a tragic loss
The Jewish General has expressed

“deepest condolences” to the family of ra-
diologist Dr. Brahm Hyams and his wife
Rachel, on the couple’s death Oct. 2. Dr.
Hyams, “a fixture at the JGH” for more
than four decades, was described as “ded-
icated, hardworking … and a loyal friend.”

The couple was reportedly found in the
garage at their home on Westmount Ave.
at Roslyn. Police said the cause of death
would be determined but that carbon
monoxide was involved. “There are no
words to describe this tragedy,” stated Dr.
Joseph Portnoy, director of Professional
Services. The couple is survived by a son,
a daughter and four grandchildren.
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TANIA KALECHEFF
B.Arch. • Chartered Real Estate Agent

Selling fine homes since 1981

514-488-1049 • 514-933-6781
finehomes@kalecheff.com

www.kalecheff.com

WESTMOUNT ADJ. $274,000
Charming 3 bedroom ground floor
condo w/original details. Parking.

DOWNTOWN/PLATEAU $528,660
Luxury 2 bedrooms w/ views +
garage. Still time to customize!

PLATEAU $319,000
Great location. Renovated 2 bedroom
w/ original details. Parking.

ATWATER MARKET $620,000
Exquisite 2 bedroom PH. Fabulous
terrace with breathtaking views.

DOWNTOWN $1,045,000
Spectacular 2 storey, 3 bedroom
condo, 450 s.f. deck, 2 garage

WESTMOUNT $449,000
Discreet exterior with WOW factor
inside. 2 bedroom w/ backyard.

ATWATER MARKET $449,000
Best location, 2 bedroom PH

DOWNTOWN CENTRAL $339,000
Deluxe PH pied-a-terre with garage

DOWNTOWN/PLATEAU $719,000
Unique 2000s.f. PH in historic building

SOLD

SOLD 12 DAYS

WESTMOUNT

SOLD

JUST LISTED


