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Two now vying to be city’s top elected official

Casgrain, Gallery

enter mayoral

Sitting city councillor Mary Gallery and
resident Lynne Casgrain both informed the
Independent last week of their intention to
run for mayor of Westmount in the Nov-
ember municipal election. Their announce-
ments were under embargo until publica-
tion date July 8.

Casgrain is a lawyer, former MUHC
ombudsman and 40-year Westmount resi-
dent. She is running with the support of
former mayors Peter Trent and Karin
Marks.

Indie publishing schedule

July 15, 22, 29 & August 5:
no issues (usual summer break)

August 12 until Christmas: weekly
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Gallery is a two-term councillor for Dis-
trict 6, the area south of Sherbrooke from
Melville to Atwater up until de Maison-
neuve, but also including the 4300 de Mai-
sonneuve apartment building and the 1
Wood condo complex. She was acclaimed
in 2021 and defeated Joanne Wallace with
a vote 597 to 128 in 2017. — DP.

« For our coverage of Lynne Casgrain,
turn to p. 16.

« For our coverage of Mary Gallery,
turn to p. 17.

This is the last issue

before the Independent’s
usual summer break

Westmount Veterinary Hospital back in business

-
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Only Canadian institution honoured with ‘prestigious’ award
Westmount Public Library wins
US $10,000 award for 125th campaign

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

The Westmount Public Library was one
of only eight libraries across North America
—and the only one in Canada — to win what
was described as a “prestigious” annual
award from the American Library Associ-
ation presented June 28 in Philadelphia.

The award recognizes “outstanding
achievement” in promoting library services

Av. Windsor, Westmount

and programs. Westmount was chosen for
its 125th anniversary campaign. Along with
the honour, the library received a US
$10,000 cheque.

“It was an honour and a true privilege
to accept the award on behalf of the West-
mount Library’s 125th anniversary com-
mittee and all Westmounters,” said child-
ren’s librarian Wendy

Wayling on her return continued on p. 20

JosephMontanaro.com | 514. 660. 3050
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. ; |
Westmount Animal Hospital owner Dr. Sébastien Kfoury, right, is seen here on July 3 with Dr. Fran-
cois Chamberland and the practice’s resident cat, Ducky. For story, see p. 12.

PHOTO: MARTIN C. BARRY.
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Sherbrooke, Greene, Forden, Wood...

Road work to watch out for before and after holidays

By LAUREEN SWEENEY i % g c

This summer’s major infrastructure
projects by the city got off to a quick start
with follow-up at the last city council meet-
ing June 9 before this year’s mandatory
construction holiday July 20 to August 2.
More approvals and updates are expected
at the city council meeting July 7, after the
start of Independent’s usual summer break.

While the high-profile $5.3-million
work on Sherbrooke moved quickly into
its second phase June 16, the $3.9-million
reconstruction of Forden Ave. and Forden
Crescent began June 9.

Work to replace the water and sewer
network on Greene in collaboration with
the city of Montreal has also begun. West-
mount’s share is $3.6 million.

Yet to come in August is the re-surfac-
ing of Claremont from Sherbrooke to
Marianopolis, one of the project contracts
expected to be awarded sometime in July.
This had been downgraded from a pre-
vious proposal that included a controver-
sial major re-configuration with a raised
concrete bike path and fewer parking
spaces, all deemed too costly.

Ventec wins contracts

Another contract approved by city coun-
cil June 9 included repairs to Wood

b S

L

As seen July 4 where the upper portion of Forden meets Montrose. The portion below Montrose is not under construction. PHOTOS: INDEPENDENT.

"\ between St. Catherine and de Maison-

neuve on a contract to Ventec at a maxi-
mum of almost $1 million ($994,316). Ven-
tec is doing the high-profile work on Sher-
brooke and was also contracted to build
and replace existing trails in King George

Travel: Puglia, Italy, ;1\54‘;121:16217);) Park and Westmount Park at

final part, p. 25

Pet page, p. 10
Police Report, p. 12

Letters to the Editor, p. 22

Re-surfacing of the bike path on de Mai-
sonneuve — between Melville and Wood as ; _ - i
well as from Prince Albert to Lansdowne  The upper “island” between Forden and Forden

Inf mount, p. :
oWestmount, p. 18 ‘island” between Forden and Forden

Vet - — is being undertaken by Montreal as an  Crescent was obscured by this massive refuse  Crescent was obscured by this massive gravel
A _/  agglomeration route. bin July 4. pile July 4.
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2 ticketted for climbing over wall at summit lookout
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BY LAUREEN SWEENEY 26 at1:09 am, Pubhc Security officials said.  curfew. This year, large parts of the area, includ-
The area has been closed off for ongoing New, Westmount-inscribed planters ing Sunnyside Park, have been closed to

Two men in their early 20s were spotted ~ work to reinforce the lookout. Caught in ~ were put in place at the railing last year the public since May. The work is expected
climbing over the concrete wall, railingand  the act, the two were each issued a ticket after work was started on the lookout (see  to be completed by the end of this summer.
steps of the lookout on Summit Circle June  for $158 for violating the park’s midnight photo July 2, 2024, p. 9).

Don’t wait to schedule a nhew appointment to
maintain your gas-fired pool heater or heat pump
workmg_efﬁuently for many years to come._.. .
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Canadlans take care of each othe

Call for an Estimation 51
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All aboard for reading!

E——
In keeping with this year’s “Around the World” theme of the TD Summer Reading Club (see story
June 24, p. 1), local resident David Hannah, a train enthusiast, set up his train set June 26 in the
children’s library. Admiring it soon after were, from left, in front: Louis, 4, Elodie, 6, and Adélaide,
8. Behind are mother and grandmother Carole and Dominique with children’s librarian Wendy

Wayling. Hannah is a member of the city’s Planning Advisory Committee. PHOTO: LAUREEN SWEENEY.
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ticketted $158 o, 08 s -autec
®, o0 o lrrigation

each for door-to- *252 Eclairage

door soliciting Vike Nizzola

By LAUREEN SWEENEY 514_895_8077

Public Security patrollers began ] o .

searching for two men going door to info@irrigationeautech.com

door June 24 just after 11 am solicit- www.irrigationeautech.com

ing work to clean windows. Com-

plaints came first from a resident on
Murray Hill, followed by a second
one on Belmont. A photo was also
provided.

Two men fitting the description
were eventually spotted near Cote St.
Antoine on Lansdowne and advised
of the city’s nuisance by-law pro-
hibiting solicitation without a city
permit.

Police were called to check out the
pair and confirm identification so
that a ticket for $158 could be issued
to each. The pair was described as
aged 20 and not living in West-
mount.

20% OF

June & July & August

NDG | 4566 BEACONSFIELD

Charming second floor condo
boasts 3 spacious bedrooms.
Located in the vibrant and highly
sought after “Monkland Village,”
steps away from cafes, restaurants,
boutiques etc...

MLS 12189286

Bunny Berke
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EDITORIAL

Put the southeast plan to a referendum (spoiler: | would vote ‘no’)

Short version: the city’s southeast plan
should be put to a referendum, which
could be run economically at the same
time as the November municipal election.
If this area is as important as both sides
say it is, and if we believe in popular sov-
ereignty, a referendum (with a clear ques-
tion) is the way to go.

If residents like the plan, great.

If they don’t and are willing to flush all
that prep work and money down the drain,
let them do so. It’s their money and their
drain. Council has avoided the usually
possible zoning referenda by making this
project a Special Planning Program (SPP),
as permitted by provincial law, but it can
add back citizen review by only adopting
the final southeast plan after its acceptance
by the voters.

Long version: What a tangled web we
have spun!

Let’s look at process first. As I've written
before, this council’s policies do not seem
popular. No one knows for sure since there
is no regular (or even irregular) polling of
Westmounters, but the mood is negative.

The change in garbage frequency pick-
up and location was, in my estimation, the
most unpopular thing done by a West-
mount council in the last 18 years. The Lex-
ington re-build did not seem popular. The
Claremont one even less so (and was aban-
doned). “Imagine Westmount 2040” —
remember that? — was abandoned halfway
in. The proposals for Westmount Park
were also unpopular — and abandoned
mid-process. (Please note that this West-
mount Park consultation was different,
earlier and broader than the actual play-
ground re-build of last year.)

So, what did this council do with its lar-
gest project yet? It pulled a provincially
supplied lever that allows for extensive re-
zoning that cannot be challenged by citizen
petitions and referenda. Here is an inter-
esting quirk of Quebec “democracy”:
larger, more important changes are less
subject to citizen review.

Is the southeast so important that it is
not important? Irony and politics do seem
to go together.

But even anti-democratic Quebec does
not mandate this SPP route. That was
council’s choice and its climax was always
meant to be crammed into the final weeks
of its term. Remember that in future.

Are we being forced to do this anyway?

Next, consider the information that this
change is not just desirable (in council’s
view) but necessary, since the Communauté
metropolitaine de Montréal (CMM) has

just mandated a density of 480 dwellings
per hectare in Transit Oriented Develop-
ment (TOD) zones, including the Atwater
Metro station area. “These aren’t sugges-
tions. They are formal requirements that
the agglomeration of Montreal must inte-
grate into its land-use plan,” wrote the
mayor in our June 24 issue (p. 8).

But what is the Communauté? And
what is the agglomeration? Let’s start with
the latter. The “agglo” (as it is known to
habitués) is an undemocratic abomination
that came into being after the demergers
of 2006, which were demanded by voters
due to the totally unrequested, undemo-
cratic, forced municipal mergers of 2002.
The rules to demerge were complex and
anti-democratic (thank you, Jean Charest!),
but 15 “island of Montreal” cities did do so.

But they were not entirely free of the
former mega-city (thanks again, Jean Char-
est). They found themselves stuck in the
“agglomeration of Montreal,” on whose
council the city of Montreal’s mayor has
the majority of the votes. As a result, in
Westmount’s case, about half of its munici-
pal taxes go to the agglomeration, forcibly,
but Westmount (and the other demerged
cities, even in unanimous combination)
have no say on how that money is spent
(mainly on police, fire and transit).

Looking further into this tangled web
of government, we find the Communauté,
a shadowy structure of which few people
are even aware, that exists “on top” of the
agglo. It “re-groups” (in good Quebec
municipalese) 82 municipalities of greater
Montreal. At least it is cheap (costing
“only” $1,080,600 in Westmount’s 2025
budget of $137.02 million), but what kind
of democratic mandate does it have from
anybody?

Let’s get this straight: These two distant,
undemocratic entities are going to tell us
what to do in one little corner of Westmount?

To be dictated to in this way would be
wrong in principle, but is it even likely in
practice? There is not some Communauté
“Green” Beret team waiting to invade
Westmount if — in the pages and pages and
pages of Westmount’s zoning laws — there
is non-compliance with this newfangled
480-dwellings-per-hectare mandate.

And, if it wanted to, what could a deter-
mined council do to fight and subvert this
anti-democratic Communauté diktat? Lock
two lawyers in a windowless room for
three weeks with a mandate to come up
with legal arguments, and we might find
out. In such a struggle, Westmounters
would be the local guerillas with some-
thing to lose; the Communauté/agglo

would be the distant imperial power with
less at stake and many other priorities. We
know how those wars often go...

And that leads us back to the current
council. Obviously, its members are not
the people to lead such a resistance. At
least in the majority, they support densifi-
cation! (We will see how the recent south-
east dissenters — councillors Kathleen Kez
and Elisabeth Roux — play their cards in
the weeks to come.) So, is the majority
complying with this 480-dwellings diktat
out of unfortunate necessity after a valiant
defence — or are they using the obscure
Communaute’s obscurer mandate to push
a result that they already want?

Why no work on Tupper lots previously?

This same bias towards a given result
might explain the city’s inactivity on the
Tupper parking lots, which it owns.

In my 18 years at this newspaper, I know
of no effort to sell the Tupper parking lots
for re-development under current zoning.
If any sale work was done, it was done
quietly! And ineffectively! (The city’s 2017
18 AGIL report and related work was also
an attempt to change zoning.)

Could a developer make money there?
There is currently an attractive, West-
mount-sized three-storey duplex for sale
on the south side of Dorchester for $1.99
million. How many such structures could
fit onto the two Tupper lots? Could they be
built for less than the construction costs
and the price of the land? If not, what
tweaks would the developers need to make
money? An extra floor up? Or maybe some
extra floors down, for paid parking? This
council does not love cars, but maybe the
developer (and Greene merchants?) would
appreciate more parking space.

Has anyone done the work on this
proven Westmount type of housing (i.e.
duplexes) to find out the economics of
building them on the Tupper lots? Why
hasn’t this avenue ever been explored? In
almost 60 years! Why not simply reverse
the city’s 1967-8 error? (See Editorial
Addendum on p. 8.)

Could it be that the city has always had
some grand development in mind for the
Tupper lots?

What is a municipality able to do?

Additionally, there is an issue of credi-
bility regarding the city’s ability to execute
on all the goals it is taking on.

The city (in a very abstract sense — no
decision maker is around from that period)
failed spectacularly at urban planning in
the southeast in the late 1960s. Perhaps the

What is this ‘southeast’
thing anyway?
See p. 8, “What the city is planning.”

municipal government of Westmount is
up to paving streets and running athletic
programs, but not up to executing major
re-developments?

And why has the city made things even
more complicated by trying to fix the St.
Catherine St. blight at the same as time as
re-developing the Tupper lots? Each area
has its own distinct history, and daunting
issues and complications.

And maybe the city isn't even up to
basic stuff.

Even in its core areas, it is falling be-
hind. It seems obvious now that the muni-
cipal government of Westmount has
underspent on maintaining its existing
roads and buildings for years, and likely
undertaxed its residents too — leaving a lot
of spending and borrowing to do soon, all
compressed into a short time period.

Perhaps the Smith councils of 2017-2025
are to blame. Perhaps the recent (2009-
2017) or long-past ones (1991-2001) of
former mayor Peter Trent are at fault. Per-
haps it is a mix. You can read duelling col-
umnists in these pages on this point.

Regardless, it seems clear that that
underspending and undertaxing hap-
pened. If the city can’t maintain what it
has, and can’t sensibly finance what it has
long possessed, can we trust it with some-
thing more ambitious?

Will developers flock to the southeast
after these unproven zoning changes? Will
families follow? Into high-rises?

Will development benefit the city’s coffers,
on a net basis?

On a similar note, the current council
is betting that this development will finan-
cially benefit the municipal government.

Councillor Conrad Peart recently wrote,
“The path forward will require every avail-
able tool: controlling costs, improving effi-
ciency, increasing revenue and eventually
broadening the tax base. No single lever will
be enough. Progress depends on using all
of them carefully and in balance” (empha-
sis added)(1).

But former mayor Peter Trent is skep-
tical: “municipalities, in selling new devel-
opment, often invoke marginal costs: the
concept of ‘fixed’ costs that stay, ah, fixed,
and ‘variable’ costs that increase to meet
new demand. But even ‘fixed’ costs grow,
but in a stepwise manner. Other costs —
such as issuing building permits — exhibit
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a smoother relationship between added
demand and added costs. Over the long
haul, an increase in population results in
an equivalent increase in spending.”(2)

Can you blame Trent for his skepti-
cism?

How will everyone feel if we pull the
trigger on this change, and then end up
behind financially?

This council reminds me of an athlete
who loses a foot race and says: “I would
have won if ....” Consider Peart’s comment:
“We also face structural limits. Our popu-
lation is shrinking, our tax base is con-
strained, and efforts to expand it through
new development regularly face organized
opposition.”(3) Like our losing runner, the
council seems to say: “We wouldn’t need
to borrow if...”

Instead of musing about new, unproven
sources of revenue, why didn’t council
make things work within its existing tax
base, including being upfront about in-
creasing costs as they appeared and likely
increasing tax rates more as it went along?
If municipal inputs have become more
expensive, municipal taxes have to go up,
whatever residents may feel about it.
Denial is a risky financial strategy. Instead,
council has backed itself into a situation
where $76 million of borrowing is forecast
over the next three years, in a city that
usually did not borrow at all.

Or they want us to agree to a grand sol-
ution in the southeast as both an urban
planning and financial cure-all. The
gambler always thinks that the next throw
of the dice will win it all back...

Council members are often the first to
say “Westmount is great.” So why can’t they
make it work as is, tax base included?

How did Westmount
get a pro-density council?

There is a related irony with this coun-
cil’s obsession with density. Its pro-density
members ran to be the elected leaders of
what was initially — by design — an un-
dense city that has become the fifth-most
dense municipality in Canada and the sec-
ond-most in Quebec.

But what makes Westmount a good
place to live? And what makes it function?
Is it the four or five mega-buildings (and
some smaller ones) added post-World War
I1 that likely do much of the work propel-
ling Westmount to these high-density
rankings? Or it is the thousands of single-
family houses and many duplexes? Given
the chance today, would we un-do the work
of the 1960s and replace those mega-build-
ings with old-timey houses? Just on an aes-
thetic level, are the mega-buildings loved?

Nevertheless, no amount of density —
despite Westmount’s rankings — seems to

EDITORIAL

be enough for this council. But if we are
all now in favour of endless density, let’s
be consistent and have it everywhere, not
just foisted upon our co-citizens in the
southeast. We could even collaborate on
one big land sale to a single developer, and
then most of us would leave and live our
lives elsewhere.

What is the role of a municipal
government?

The hubris of the current proposal
extends beyond just trying to attract
families and forecast revenue that is net
positive after incremental costs. It seems
intent on what can only be described as
social engineering.

It wants to make regulatory changes
that help seniors stay in Westmount post-
retirement or into their final years. It wants
to work for residents who do not yet live
here. As Peart puts it: “Westmount was not
built by refusing change. It was built over
150 years by accepting it, gradually, with
care and vision. We must do the same —
now not just for ourselves, but for those
not yet here.”(4)

(By the way, wasn't Westmount built on
not changing? It said, over and over again:
“No, we won't go along with that proposed
house or building.” And when Westmount
did go along with the newest fad, from
time to time, didn’t it come to regret it?)

But back to Peart’s future, happy, plenti-
ful, tax-paying residents. As with tax base,
why won't council focus on the task at
hand, i.e. pleasing current residents?

And since when have municipalities
promised cradle-to-grave residential op-
tions to people who happen to live within
their borders at a certain point in time?

Councillor Peart even seems to want to
mastermind the price of your house! And
unlike some government officials who
promise to make you richer in this regard,
Peart actually seems to favour lowering its
price (or the overall market), or at least
mitigating Westmount housing’s rate of
increase: “Let me ask: how many of you
have lived in your home for 20 years or
more? Now ask yourself this: could a
younger version of you, with the same job
or profession, afford your home today? Not
with yesterday’s salary, but with what that
position typically pays today?(5)

Is this a realistic role for a municipal
government? Desirable?

Peart accuses his opponents thusly: “If
the past was marked by ambition and over-
reach, today is defined by nostalgia and
deferral.”(6) But what could be more nos-
talgic than trying to re-create the income
and housing-price levels of 20 years ago so
that a current version of you could buy
your house? It is an unpalatable mix of

time-travel fantasy and dirigisme run amok.

I find nothing nostalgic about the
majority of Westmount's streets, which are
lined with single-family houses. Those
streets work. It is where most of you read-
ing this editorial live! In contrast, the parts
of Westmount that were tampered with,
where owners had their single-family
houses destroyed by their own city, are the
areas that don’t work.

Why not keep it simple and build some
houses or duplexes or triplexes on the city’s
Tupper parking lots? Even better, have
them blend in so well that, a few years from
now, a lay passer-by won'’t be able to tell
that they were built 100 years after the ones
on the south side.

Summing up

Whatever happens in the southeast, it
will not be the end of the world or even of
Westmount. If Westmount survived the
urban planning of 1960s and the failed
mergers of 2002-2006, it can survive a
possibly bad decision in the southeast.

And, of course, this southeast area is a
small part of Westmount. Many people,
including me, will not be affected much
personally by yet another urban planning
disaster there.

And, of course, these are all First World
problems. There are countless people
locally and further away with much, much

more serious ones.

But why do something materially sub-
optimal or even disastrous if we can avoid
it? Why do something that contradicts
what works everywhere else in West-
mount? Why abandon our southeast co-
citizens to a development that we would
not want next to us?

Most importantly, let’s just see what the
people think and go with that. No more
guess work on how wonderful everyone
thinks that this plan is.

Referendum in November, please.

David Price is the editor of the
Independent. He has many friends in the
southeast, but not one has asked him to
write this editorial, nor does he know their
precise views on the current, penultimate
version of the city’s proposal. Indeed, they
themselves have expressed varied views
over the years on this topic.

(1) “Infrastructure, debt and the road ahead,”
May 27, p. 5.

(2) “November’s municipal election: Time for
a change at city hall,” January 21, p. 5.

(3) “Infrastructure, debt and the road ahead,”
May 27, p. 5.

(4) “The southeast sector: A tale in three acts,”
June 17, p. 10/16.

(5) “The southeast sector: A tale in three
acts,” June 17, p. 10.

(6) “The southeast sector: A tale in three
acts,” June 17, p. 10.

Why not just recreate this?
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Looking west from Dorchester and Atwater at the north side of Dorchester Street before its trans-
formation into Dorchester Boulevard in the late 1960s. These houses were demolished and replaced
by the still-standing 1100 Atwater Ave. building (originally a Royal Bank computing centre) and the
city’s two Tupper parking lots, which are situated between Dorchester, Greene, Gladstone Ave. and

Tupper St.

HEADLINE BY DAVID PRICE. PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF WESTMOUNT.



8 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - July 8, 2025

SEGAL CENTRE

THEATRE SEASON 2025-2026 SAISON THEATRALE

;‘TREAM'N‘
cov| P NEVER

i

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

914-739-7944
SEGALCENTRE.ORG

EDITORIAL ADDENDUM

When you make a mistake, just undo it

I once had a wonderful accounting
professor (Professor Valliant, I remem-
ber you!) who said that when you made
a mistake, do not try to fix it and do the
correct version in a single step.

Fix the accounting mistake by rever-
sing it, was his advice, and only then do
the thing that you were trying to do in
the first place — hopefully correctly the
second time around. Combining the
two steps will just lead to awkward net-
ting, and more issues down the line.

I strongly suspect this is good advice
when it comes to urban planning too.

Buying/expropriating and then de-
molishing 135 attractive houses on the
north side of Dorchester was a disas-
trous mistake made by the city of West-
mount in 1966-7, which should have
been reversed as soon as possible,
which would have gotten some of the
city’s money back (via land sales), plus
recurring tax revenue for it from private
owners over all the intervening dec-
ades, estimated last issue (p. 7) by
former city councillor Patrick Martin at
$50 million in today’s dollars. Those
residents’ presence might have helped
stave off the blight on St. Catherine and
had other good community-building
effects too.

Even though almost 60 years have
passed, it is not too late — subject to
possible  regulatory/Communauté
issues — to just reverse what was done,
and not perpetuate the grand-solution
thinking that got the city into this mess
in the first place.

[ realize that there is an irony here.
Every city is planned. The “original
Westmount” was not some libertarian
paradise. One can’t have streets, and
sewers, and potable water distribution,
and all the rest of it, without a central
plan.

My critics might well say: Why is
this anti-plan editor espousing an old
plan? Why favour one plan (the original
one, built up from roughly 1880 to
1930) over another (the city’s current
one)?

Well, for starters, the initial planners
of Westmount, who gave us much of
what we still see today, look better every
year. They mandated a human-sized
city that, despite some bad subsequent
decisions, remains a desirable place to
live.

On the other hand, the planners of
the 1960s, in Westmount and else-
where, have been debunked over and
over again, most famously by Jane
Jacobs in her masterpiece, The Death
and Life of Great American Cities.

Put another way, if we could go back
and un-do many of the urban planning
decisions made between World War II
and now, would we? Do we prefer the
plan of 1900 or those of 1960?

To operationalize it: Does the cur-
rent city proposal for the southeast
resemble that of the 1880-t0-1930
period, or the postwar one? Westmount
is a democracy. Why not let the citizens
choose? -DP.

What the city is planning

In the area just west of Atwater, the city is planning to allow taller buildings
on the south side of Dorchester, the north side Tupper and the south side of St.
Catherine, as well as making other, less important regulatory changes.

The latest possible plan can be found by going to the city’s website, then to the
“City” tab at left, then to the “Citizen Engagement” tab in column 3, then to the
“Engage Westmount” button, then to “See our latest projects,” then to the “Imagine
Westmount Southeast” button (the third item from the top), then by scrolling
down and choosing “Document presented at the Public Assembly on June 18,
2025” in the top of the top-right box.

Or type or click this:

https://engage westmount.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/PPU_SudEst_
Westmount_Assemblee-publique_final_version_Engage.pdf

This plan is still being tweaked by the city and is scheduled to be adopted, in
some form, by council on September 8. The previous council vote on this issue
was 6-2 in favour (see June 3, p. 1). For a long bibliography of the Independent’s
coverage, see June 24, p. 27. — DP




July 8, 2025 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - g

Lui in top one percent for
‘Caribou’ month contest

teacher Noah Trister.

By VERONICA REDGRAVE

At Roslyn School’s 2025 grad ceremony,
grade 6 student Milton Lui was presented
a certificate for placing in the top one per-
cent in the world in the Caribou Math
Competition. There are 20,000 students
competing globally for the best score. The
50-minute math challenge focuses on
developing problem-solving and math-
ematical reasoning skills.

“I only studied the day before,” said Lui.

The 12-year-old takes part in Roslyn’s
enrichment program, guided by McGill

Roslyn Vice-principal Fabiana Ciacciarelli, principal Joanna Genovezos, student Milton

Lui and

University lecturer Dr. Camelia Birlean,
the EMSB consultant for gifted and excep-
tional learners.

Roslyn principal Joanna Genovezos
explained that teachers suggest motivated
students who are above average to take part
in the program.

Noting his sharp thinking, Lui’s math
teacher Noah Trister proposed him this
year but the young student has participated
in the contest for the past four years. Cel-
ebrating 117 years, Rosyln School has been
part of the ESBM’s enrichment program
since 2022.
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PRIMARY PROGRESSIVE APHASIA (PPA)
RESEARCH STUDY

Phase Il clinical trial of transcranial direct current stimulation
in the treatment of primary progressive aphasia.

Primary progressive aphasia (PPA) is a rare neurological syndrome that
gradually impairs a person’s language.

Symptoms include:

« Difficulty finding words, understanding words or following
conversations
« Using words incorrectly or mispronouncing them

» Abnormal word order in speech or writing

We are exploring the use of a brain stimulation technique called
transcranial direct current stimulation (tDCS) that could slow or stop
PPA symptoms. Transcranial direct current stimulation (tDCS) is a
non-invasive process and is NOT electroshock.

We are looking to recruit older adults diagnosed with (PPA) to participate
in a pioneering brain stimulation research project.

Eligible participants should be:

» Diagnosed with PPA.
* Be over 50 years old

* Able to communicate in English.

The study involves daily, short visits to the lab, over a 3 week period.
You'll be asked to sit in a chair and name objects while the stimulation
is taking place. This is a very safe procedure and the biggest drawback
is the time commitment.

We are also looking to recruit older adults with no neurological iliness
to be in our control group. This group will not have tDCS stimulation.

Study participants would be compensated for any out-of-pocket expenses
(Taxi, Parking, etc...)

LEADING THIS RESEARCH PROGRAM:

Dr. Howard Chertkow, MD, FRCP, FCAHS, Adjunct Professor, Department
of Neurology and Neurosurgery, McGill University; Professor of Medicine,
University of Toronto.

PLEASE CONTACT:
Chris Hosein, M.Ed,
Tel: 514-340-8222, ext. 23621

Geriatric Medicine, Jewish General Hospital, Montréal, Québec
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Dream Home open house a success — please adopt Coco

Westmount
A-dog.tions Coco, please refer to the website at www.
dreamhomerescue.com to fill out their
adoption questionnaire form, or email
them at info@dreamhomerescue.com to
enquire about her, or call 514.297.6556 to
speak with Julie about sweet Coco and dis-
cuss your interest directly.
Your neighbour, Lysanne

LR Edpd HOME RESOUE
ACFUEC ET AANCTUAIRD

LYSANNE FOWLER

Adoptes o'un Refugs
Devanes Farmille dacoued
Devenes Bendvale
Fajtas un Dol

Many thanks to our readers and neigh-
bours who dropped by the Dream Home
Rescue open house day hosted by Little
Bear pet boutique of St. Catherine St. on
June 14.

At right is a heartwarming group pho-
tograph of Little Bear staff and Dream
Home Rescue volunteers on that day.

Neighbours and clients dropped by and
there were many conversations about the
puppies that are ready for families and the
wonderful work done every day by the
Dream Home volunteers around the
world. Donations and raffle basket partici-
pation were also very appreciated.
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Today, we are presenting Coco, a beauti-
ful young Black Labrador-type puppy who
was scooped up from abandonment on a
beach on the island of St. Martin. When
she was flown in and went through her
first health check, the veterinarian found
her strong yet with a heartworm condition,
for which she was treated successfully.

She is now completely well, healthy, up
to date with her treatment and inoculation

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!
You NEep To CALL

Z OURIK::

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING
WESTMOUNTERS WITH
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

AND WORKMANSHIP

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
d REFERRED FOR A REASON LiJ

schedule, and will be spayed when appro-
priate at a bit older age and microchipped
then as well.

Coco is very friendly, cuddly and enjoys
her walks. She remains a little skittish of

Tuxy and Tout Beau

9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

Tuxy is on the left, a handsome black-
and-white tuxedo male who is very affec-
tionate with people and enjoys his string
toys and scratch pad. Tout Beau, Tuxy’s
sister, is on the right. She is bonded to him
quite adoringly. She is a sleepy, cuddly girl
until she becomes an energetic feather-toy
swatter.

These beautiful siblings are both in

Staff and rescue volunteers at Little Bear on June 14.

L eaqairs o iy

other dogs for her age, which is being
worked on to give her self-confidence to
palliate the remnant of fear from when was
previously alone as a young puppy.

For more information on precious

— bonded siblings, sleeping together

foster care for the Cause4Paws volunteer
cat rescue group. The foster family reports
that they enjoy their quiet home environ-
ment and fall into its routine very easily.
They are both healthy, up to date with their
inoculations, sterilized and microchipped.

If you would like more information on
them, please do not hesitate to contact the
Cause4Paws volunteers by referring to
their website at www.cause4pawsrescue.ca,
taking a peek at their Facebook postings,
and emailing them at montrealcause4paws
@gmail.com. The volunteers would be
pleased to share more photographs of this
adorable duo and discuss your family’s
adoption interest.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

More information: Temple’s
incoming, outgoing rabbis

After the composition and publication
of our story “Temple retains American
rabbi Luks-Morgan” (June 24, p. 22), Rabbi
Lisa Grushcow of Temple Emanu-El-Beth
Sholom shared that Rabbi Benjamin Luks-
Morgan’s hire coincided with Rabbi Lillian
Kowalski taking a new position in New
Orleans, which has happened.

Corrections: Women’s

Canadian Club schedule

Contrary to our June 24, p. 24 story,
“Money buys happiness if spent wisely,
finance expert Hollinger tells Women’s
Canadian Club,” the Women’s Canadian
Club has historically met eight times a year
at Victoria Hall, not weekly.

Also, it has not yet been approved to
return in September, according to assistant
director of the Westmount Public Library
Donna Lach, so “will” should have read
“hopes.”

Corrections:
Dramatis Personae

The lower left caption for our story
“Dramatis Personae stages Ionesco’s Rhi-
noceros, charts the dangers of conformity”
(June 24, p. 23) should have read: “From
left: Logician (played by Aaron Kenney),
Old Gentleman (played by Clive Brewer),
Bérenger (played by Helen Davies), Ann
Elbourne (sleeping person), Jeanne (played
by Nathalie Saint-Pierre) and musician
Marina Roessler.” Also Marina Roessler
played the double bass, not the cello.
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90+ RENTAL COMPLEX
IN DOWNTOWN MONTREAL
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VISIT AND BE WON OVER!

2330 TUPPER STREET @ ATWATER ELEVAMONTREAL.COM 438-701-2956
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Police Report

Armed thieves relleve sportswear dealer of cash and merchandise

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Forensics investigators with the Mon-
treal police are hoping images taken by
surveillance cameras will help identify the
perpetrators of a daring armed robbery on
June 29 against a St. Catherine St. retailer
who specializes in luxury sportswear, in-
cluding jackets, sweatpants and sneakers.

The thieves targeted a basement office
unit located in a small interior mall at 4055
St. Catherine near the corner of Wood Ave.
According to an incident report filed at Sta-
tion 12 on Stanton St., Nike, Adidas and
Jordan are among the brands sold there.

Around 1 pm, three suspects turned up
and approached the store attendant. One
of them then pulled out a handgun and
demanded the attendant turn over a small
safe containing cash. When the employee
refused, they shoved, kicked and forced
him onto the floor, while threatening him
verbally.

When the attendant finally relented, the
suspects grabbed the safe, and as much
apparel and sportsgear as they could carry,

4055 St. Catherine St. on July 6. The 1 Wood condo complex is in behind.

and fled on foot along St. Catherine, then
northward along Wood.

“Right now, we're digging out the secur-
ity camera images,” Station 12 community
relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit told the
Independent late last week as he described
the investigation that is now under way.

A witness to the incident’s aftermath,
who was in an office in the building across
the street, told the Independent in an e-mail

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

that he saw a man accompanied out of
4055 St. Catherine to a waiting ambulance
with what appeared to be cuts to the face
and an ear. Yigit confirmed this was the
store employee.

Shoplifting suspect arrested
at Bureau en gros

During an otherwise quiet period over
the past few weeks, Station 12 recorded

Current vets aim to continue Dr. Vaillancourt’s ‘holistic’ approach

New owner takes over at Westmount Veterinary Hospital

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Despite the recent retirement of Dr.
Jean-Marc Vaillancourt as owner of the
Westmount Veterinary Hospital, a new
owner says the clinic is once again fully
operational under new management.

Dr. Vaillancourt, now in his early 80s,
decided to retire a few months ago after 56
years of service.

Ataround the same time, and as report-
ed in early April by the Independent (April
1, p. 1), officials with the Quebec Order of
Veterinary Doctors locked the doors of the
clinic in late March.

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

uAnne-M;rie
Larve

514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

This followed a decision by the profes-
sional order to strike Dr. Vaillancourt from
their register of accredited veterinarians.

While neither Dr. Vaillancourt nor the
veterinarians’ order responded at the time
to a request from the Independent for a pre-
cise explanation, Dr. Sébastien Kfoury, the
new owner, suggested it was a compliance
issue that requires an animal hospital to
be owned by a practising veterinarian.

“I think maybe the question was he did-
n’'t want to practise anymore,” said Dr.
Kfoury. “And for him to have a hospital, he
had to be owner and veterinarian. So he
had to transfer the ownership to a new vet-

Simply...
“Efficient”

Au plaisir!

Marie-José
Aubin

Courtier immobilier résidentiel

914-296-8288

—
ROYAL LEPAGE

— 0BV IRN IR
HERITAGE

514-934-1818

erinarian who wanted to practise also. You
can’t be a non-practising veterinarian.”
Dr. Kfoury maintained that a significant
reason for the intervention was that “we
were not fast enough to do the transition
because of legal conditions. So it was just
a question of transitioning from the old
owner to the new owner. It was period
when we had to stop operating.”
Following in Dr. Vaillancourt’s foot-
steps, one of the things Dr. Kfoury hopes
to encourage at the clinic is a more holistic
and less dogmatic approach. “Dr. Vaillan-
court was a groundbreaker in a holistic ap-
proach, and this is what we want to carry

Adj Westmount
3593-95 Decarie
MLS #10110426

Over $75,000 in annual revenue!
This triplex property is well located,
renovated, and full rented.

An excellent investment

for the savvy buyer.
=, Offered $1,270,000 | .

RE/MAX

Ron Benveniste
- 514.942.9352

Toujours disponible a répondre a vos questions
Always available to answer your questions
RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

only one other criminal incident of note,
according to Cst. Yigit.

On July 2, management at the Bureau
en Gros office supplies store on St. Cather-
ine St. finally lost their patience with a sus-
pected shoplifter who had dropped into the
store for yet another visit.

According to Yigit, the staft had noticed,
after checking their security camera’s
recorded feed, that many of their recent
shoplifting losses, involving headphones,
seemed to coincide with visits from this
particular customer.

“When he walked in on the second of July,
they recognized him right away and called 9-
1-1,” said Yigit. When police officers showed
up a few minutes later, the manager pointed
out the suspect and he was arrested.

He was found to be in possession of two
pairs of Kraken BlackShark gaming head-
sets with a combined value of $196.

The suspect was processed by the
officers in their vehicle. He was issued a
summation of the theft charge, as well as
procedures to set a date in a few months
for a court arraignment.

on,” he said.

The new team at Westmount Veterinary
Hospital includes Dr. Frangois Chamber-
land. Dr. Kfoury is well known for his vet-
erinary medicine segments on French-lan-
guage television, including Radio-Canada.

Over the past eight television seasons,
Dr. Kfoury has hosted the Radio-Canada
interview and talk show Les Poilus. During
segments of the half-hour program, he and
guests talk about care for a wide range of
animals.

See p. 1 for photo.

JOSEPH MAROVITCH

Caurtlar Immaobllier

aal Estata Broker
RESIDEMNTIAL B AMERCIAL
STRATEGIC PRICING & TARGETED MARKETING ARE
REQUIRED IN TODAY'S COMPLICATED MARKET

SINCE 2009

| PERSOMNALIZE ALL SERVICES - ¥OLU DEAL WITH ONE BROKER
CALL FOR FURTHER DISCLSSIGN
LRI EE. Action Ind
catmount 514 - 325

- 8771

ene Ave,
Josephmarovitchrealestare. com
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A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY PROPERTIES

TURNKEY HOME | 2 GARAGES AUTHENTIC CHARM | LARGE GARDEN

$1,795,000 o= Al A& $1,795000

3015 THE BOULEVARD 475 AV. ARGYLE 1910 RUE DES BASSINS #PH907 130 RUE DE LA ROTONDE
WESTMOUNT ADJACENT WESTMOUNT SOUTH-WEST ILE-DES-SOEURS

UNLIMITED POTENTIAL

TURNKEY TOWNHOUSE | 2 GARAGES

$1,995,000

3244 THE BOULEVARD 680 AV. VICTORIA
WESTMOUNT WESTMOUNT

$3,195,000

SPECTACULAR HOME

$3,195,000 $5,495,000 iy e o

117 AV. ARLINGTON 3206 THE BOULEVARD BEAUX-ARTS #7N
WESTMOUNT WESTMOUNT GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

LUXURY REAL ESTATE HAS A NAME

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT

MYPAINT.CA - 514933 5888 - f in

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE - REAL ESTATE AGENCY INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED / MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER
HALL OF FAME ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.) NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUEBEC 2018, 2017,2016,2015,2012,2011,2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001
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Cause unknown

Victoria Hall sprinklers cause water damage

By JENNIFER BALL

On June 25, the sprinklers went
off in Victoria Hall, causing water
damage to the stage in the concert
hall, to lighting fixtures and to
wooden floors. To clean up, the city
engaged Belfor Canada, which is a
large disaster recovery and property
restoration company for residential
and commercial properties.

Mugisha Rutishisha, director of
the Communications department
at the city, provided a statement on
June 30: “We are still investigating
the exact cause of the fire extin-
guishers’ [sprinklers’] activation...

“BELFOR Canada has been on
site to dry and de-humidify the
premises. Some repairs or renova-
tions to the wooden floor may be
required, but no timetable has yet
been set...

“The stage remains safe for future
events, and the concert hall [was
opened on July 1] for the concert by
Ensemble Camerata, as part of the
Canada Day activities in West-
mount.”

Fans go full blast to dry to de-humidify the premises in
the concert hall in Victoria Hall, as seen June 27.

SPECTACULAR VIEWS! PRESTIGIOUS
TRAFALGAR, RARE ON THE MARKET!

3980 Cemin de la Cote des Neiges, apt C39. Views ol
3 sides: West, South and East. Treetops, city, river, moun-
tain. 1958sf, 3 bdrms, 2 baths, garage. Asking $1,265,000

RANDI
WHITE

Real estate broker

914-917-0062

Parpny
REMI

\\

RE/MAX Action
Westmount

SMALLER
» ¥ NEST

ﬁ Downsizing

A gentle and personalized approach
in helping seniors relocate

Manage your entire move

Plan your new layout on computer
Empty an apartment or house
Sell/donate unwanted items
Arrange an estate sale
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc...
Arrange a moving company

Pack & unpack your moving boxes

QA

Set up your new smaller nest

(514) 808-4248
kathleen@smallernest.com
www.smallernest.com

Lighting had to be removed above the stage in the con-
cert hall in Victoria Hall after the sprinklers went off on
June 25, as seen June 27.

Bilboquet disappearing?

fae 2

AT &
cedl 4’l

N
A workman was seen removing the “Bilboquet” lettering from the Sherbrooke-at-Victoria ice cream

shop’s window on July 4. It has been some time since the store was open regularly. All lettering
and signage was gone when the Independent checked back July 7.

Westmount Dental Care

Dr. Douglas E. Hamilton

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

WEStmDU ntDentiSt.COl‘n | westmount Sgquare
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514.934.2480 GROUPE LOVEWHEREYOULIVE

CHRISTINA
MILLER

CHRISTINAMILLER.CA
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672 AV. BELMONT, WESTMOUNT 721 AV. UPPER-BELMONT, WESTMOUNT 711 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT 762 AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT

4+1 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $2,625,000 4 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,595,000 4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,595,000 5 BEDS, 4 BATHS | $2,375,000

b .S b
T HERERERY

ray - — - : ] : - ;-?l:“ e =
786 AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT 4293 AV. MONTROSE, WESTMOUNT 139 AV. BALLANTYNE N, MONTREAL-OUEST 447 AV. PRINCE-ALBERT, WESTMOUNT

4 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,375,000 4 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $2,295,000 6 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $1,749,000 4 BEDS, 1+2 BATHS | $1,650,000

MR - 7 Ry

486 AV. ARGYLE, WESTMOUNT 4645 CH. CIRCLE, CDN/NDG 49 RUE YORK, WESTMOUNT 376 AV. REDFERN 21, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $1,575,000 3BEDS, 2+ 1 BATHS | $1,550,000 3 BEDS, 1 BATH | $875,000 2 BEDS, 1 BATH | $615,000

Groupe Christina Miller - Real Estate Brokers | 1 Westmount Square #711, Westmount (QC) H3Z 2P9 | Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
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Calling for ‘enhanced’ public consultation

Lynne Casgrain announces bid to seek city’ s mayoralty

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Lawyer Lynne Casgrain was West-
mount’s first declared candidate for the
November 2 municipal election following
Mayor Christina Smith’s announced deci-
sion not to seek reelection in January.

Casgrain has been a Westmount resi-
dent for 40 years and is a senior partner
with Grey Casgrain. She worked 20 years
running the ombudsman’s office at the
McGill University Health Centre (MUHC).
This involved listening to complaints and
confirming or verifying their validity in
order to find “concrete” solutions, she told
the Independent.

Announcing her candidacy just before
the Independent’s summer break starting
July 8, Casgrain cited her concerns over
what she described as “imposed” decisions
from the current council “without ade-
quate consultation.”

These included changes in garbage col-
lection, the now-cancelled uphill bike path
on Claremont and currently proposed
high-rise tower densities as part of the
southeast development project “without
proof of financial gain.”

Arborists you can trust

Expert Tree Services in Montreal and

the West Island since 1992. Over the years,
we have built a reputation for superior
results and great customer service to
residential and commercial customers.

* Pruning

* Dead Wooding
» Tree and Hedge Trimming
* Tree Removal and Planting
* Stump Grinding

* Cabling and Bracing
Preventative treatments

CALL OR TEXT

514-831-8733 Emergency work 24/7

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

As the daughter of Claire Kirk-
land-Casgrain, Quebec’s first
woman to be a cabinet minister,
Lynne Casgrain said she was
“instilled” with what she called “a
strong sense of values, the desire
to give back to community” and
that teamwork is the way to get
things done in politics.

‘Bicultural’ candidate

A graduate of McGill and the
University of Montreal, Casgrain
describes herself as “bicultural.”
She is married to constitutional
lawyer Julius Grey. Her candidacy
is supported by former mayors
Peter Trent and Karin Marks.

“My management style is
simple,” she explained. “I'm a
team-builder. I believe in people
and therefore consensus-building
on any given issue, once fair and
balanced studies are made avail-
able.”

She said she was particularly
concerned that the current council
had “imposed” its plan for the pro-
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VINIAGE

MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.602-1545

posed south-east development “at
the twilight of its mandate while
offering pro forma consultation in
the face of massive opposition.”

Working at the MUHC, she ex-
plained, had prepared her for the
office of mayor of Westmount.
“How one goes about something
can be more important than what
you do,” she added. “After detailed
studies are made public on major
matters, my council and I will thor-
oughly consult the citizenry be-
fore, not after, decisions are made.”

“Acceptable high density,” she
maintained, “can be obtained with
lower-rise construction especially
on the [Tupper]| parking lot prop-
erty belonging to the city.” She
cited a current approach in Paris
“which limits heights of new build-
ings to 8, 10 or 12 storeys.”

dlynne Casgrain on July 4 at her

home. PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.
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Priorities include family programs, fiscal responsibility

Mary Gallery launches election bid to be next mayor

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Councillor Mary Gallery of District 6
threw her hat into the ring last week to
seek a third term on city council — but this
time as mayor. She is currently serving as
commissioner of sports, recreation, parks
and greenspaces and is a member of the
city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC).

Stating she brings “deep knowledge of
the city and a background in municipal
affairs,” she could probably claim to have
grown up in the municipal world since she
is the daughter of the late Brian Gallery, a
city councillor (1975-1983) and mayor from
1983 to 1987.

Gallery states that details of her plat-
form are to be announced later. But when
asked for some of her ideas, she mention-
ed exploring policies “that allow multi-gen-
erational living through granny flats and
accessory dwellings,” aimed at increasing
housing options and promoting sustain-
able, inclusive neighbourhoods.

Among some of the projects she most
recently championed is the new play-
ground in Westmount Park, where numer-
ous families are regularly seen on the new

equipment (see October 29, 2024,
p- 1 for the story on its unveiling),
and launching composting in
larger apartment buildings.

Priorities listed

In a press release issued in time
for the Independent’s July 8 issue,
Gallery listed priorities in sum-
mary as serving the community,
ensuring fiscal responsibility, sup-
porting families, seniors and youth
as well as protecting and enhanc-
ing heritage.

Others are “smart strategic
budgeting,” programs that support
families at “every stage of life,” in-
frastructure renewal and “thought-
ful realization” of the southeast
development “grounded in careful
planning and open dialogue.” She
recently voted for its most recent
iteration (see June 3, p. 1). A final
vote on the plan is expected Sep-
tember 8.

She also told the Independent
that “I will seek new and creative
sources of revenue and actively

495 Elm, Westmount
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pursue federal and provincial
funding to support critical infra-
structure projects our community
urgently needs.”

In her campaign platform for
councillor in November 2021, she
mentioned exploring the possibil-
ity of building an indoor pool,
which is now one of the proposals
for the city’s southeast develop-
ment project.

Among other highlights includ-
ed in her first term on council
were the creation of the refriger-
ated rink in Westmount Park dur-
ing COVID as well as the machine
grooming of the toboggan run in
King George (Murray) Park.

<«4Mary Gallery on July 6 in Westmount

Park. PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.
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Sécurité des piscines
résidentielles

Dés le 30 septembre 2025, toutes les
piscines résidentielles devront étre
conformes au réglement provincial.
Veuillez vérifier les exigences et faire les
ajustements requis. westmount.org

HIT

Residential Pool Safety

Starting September 30, 2025, all
residential pools must comply with
provincial regulations. Please review the
requirements and make any necessary
updates. westmount.org

Travaux sur I'avenue Wood

A compter du mercredi 9 juillet, la Ville de
Westmount entreprendra des travaux sur
'avenue Wood (aqueduc, Hydro et chaussée),
entre la rue Sainte-Catherine et le boulevard De
Maisonneuve, pour une durée d’environ 11
semaines. westmount.org/travaux

Collectes, tri et subventions vertes:

ce qu'’il faut savoir

Apprenez-en plus sur les matiéres acceptées
lors des collectes, consultez le guide de tri et
découvrez le programme de subventions vertes
offert par la Ville. westmount.org/collectes

Chiens au bois Summit

Du 16 juin au 31 octobre, les chiens peuvent étre
sans laisse au bois Summit seulementde 5ha
10 h et de 17 h a minuit. En dehors de ces heures,
la laisse est obligatoire et la réglementation sera
strictement appliquée. westmount.org

Travaux en cours : restez informés

Restez informés des derniéres mises a jour sur les

chantiers estivaux en visitant la page dédiée aux
travaux routiers et projets. Suivez I'évolution des
travaux pour mieux planifier vos déplacements.
westmount.org/travaux

BIBLIOTHEQUE ET EVENEMENTS COMMUNAUTAIRES

L'été au Studio

Le Studio est un espace ol les personnes de
tous ages peuvent laisser libre cours a leur
créativité et fabriquer toutes sortes de projets.
Les inscriptions aux ateliers d’été sont
maintenant ouvertes. Venez participer a des
activités variées, amusantes et adaptées a tous
les niveaux. westlib.org

Célébrez avec nous!

16 juillet, 16 h, Bibliothéque. La Bibliothéque
publiqgue de Westmount est honorée de recevoir
le prix John Cotton Dana pour les relations
publiques, le prix le plus prestigieux de
’American Library Association. Soyez des notres
pour un thé, des gourmandises et une
rétrospective de la campagne du 125¢
anniversaire. westlib.org

Qus = sign L

Concerts d'été 2025

Cet été, venez profiter de la musique d’artistes
variés dans le cadre enchanteur du parc
Westmount ! Du 6 juillet au 3 aoit, les dimanches
a 14 h, apportez votre chaise ou votre couverture

et laissez-vous emporter par une série de concerts

en plein air. En cas de pluie, le concert sera annulé.
westmount.org/evenements

Ciné-club d’étée

Partagez votre passion pour le cinéma en
participant a notre Ciné-club. Quatre projections
auront lieu chaque mardi du mois de juillet 314 h
au Victoria Hall. Les films seront présentés sur

grand écran dans une ambiance conviviale. Aucune

inscription n'est requise.
westmount.org/evenements

Théatre dans le parc : The Importance of

Being Earnest

7,8 et 16 aoiit, 19 h, parc Westmount.
Représentation en plein air de la comédie
classique d’Oscar Wilde, présentée en
collaboration avec Repercussion Theater,
Persephone Productions et le Conseil des arts de
Montréal. Aucune inscription requise.
westmount.org/evenements

Works on Wood Avenue

Starting Wednesday, July 9, the City of
Westmount will begin works on Wood Avenue
(water, Hydro and road), between
Sainte-Catherine Street and De Maisonneuve
Boulevard, for approximately 11 weeks.
westmount.org/works

Collections, Sorting, and Green
Grants: What you need to know
Learn more about accepted materials for
collections, consult the sorting guide, and
discover the City’s Green Grants programme.
westmount.org/collections

Dogs at Summit Woods

From June 16 to October 31, dogs may be
off-leash at Summit Woods only from 5 a.m. to
10 a.m. and from 5 p.m. to midnight. Outside of
these hours, leashes are mandatory and
regulations will be strictly enforced.
westmount.org

Current Projects: Stay updated

Stay informed about ongoing summer
construction by visiting the City’s dedicated
page for roadwork and infrastructure projects.
Follow the progress to better plan your travels.
westmount.org/works

LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Summer at the Studio

The Studio is a creative space where people of
all ages can let their imagination run wild and
bring all kinds of projects to life. Registration
for summer workshops is now open! Join us
for fun, hands-on activities suitable for all skill
levels. westlib.org

Celebrate with us!

July 16, 4 p.m,, Library. The Westmount Public
Library is honoured to receive the John Cotton
Dana Award for Public Relations, the most
prestigious award of the American Library
Association. Join us for tea, treats, and a look
back at the 125t anniversary campaign.
westlib.org

Summer Concerts 2025

This summer, enjoy live music from a variety of
artists in the beautiful setting of Westmount
Park! From July 6 to August 3, join us on
Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. Bring a chair or a
blanket and relax with a series of outdoor
concerts. In case of rain, the concert will be
cancelled. westmount.org/events

Summer Film Club

Share your passion for cinema by joining our Film
Club. Four screenings will take place every
Tuesday in July at 2 p.m. at Victoria Hall. Films will
be shown on the big screen in a friendly and
relaxed atmosphere. No registration is required.
westmount.org/events

Theater in the Park: The Importance of
Being Earnest

August, 7, 8 and 16, 7 p.m., Westmount Park.
Outdoor performance of Oscar Wilde’s classic
comedy, presented in collaboration with
Repercussion Theatre, Persephone Productions,
and the Montreal Arts Council. No registration
required. westmount.org /events

989-5200 - westmount.org

westmount.org/ewestmount
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First manager of CEGEP’s office of sustainability
Adam retires from Dawson College to become a consultant

By JENNIFER BALL

Chris Adam, founder and first manager
of Dawson College’s office of sustainability,
is retiring from the CEGEP the week of
June 30 to become a consultant. Propelling
him forward is his belief that isolation in
youth is at a crisis level and community —
as a social construct — has been transfig-
ured.

Dawson College is located at 3040 Sher-
brooke St.

In 1987, the community, recreation and
leadership department (CRLT) at Dawson
hired Adam to offer a winter ecology out-
door program and then also a fall outdoor
education intensive. The sustainability
work commenced in 2006.

Adam taught at Dawson for almost 40
years. Has he reconnected with any former
students who impressed him with what
they have achieved through their own pro-
fessional endeavours?

Yes, he said, and some have become
educators and environmentalists them-
selves. “What I'm particularly proud of is

Some of the Independent’s
previous coverage of
Dawson College’s

office of sustainability

“Dawson College marks Earth Day
by creating wildflower meadows,”
May 13, p. 17

“Dawson releases 150+ painted-lady
butterflies from student-built
dome,” September 24, 2024, p. 10

“Currently rated STARS/AASHE ‘gold’
Dawson College aims for
sustainability ‘platinum’,”
September 3, 2024, p. 20

“Dawson College named
‘Sustainability Institution of
the Year,” August 23, 2022, p. 19

Painting | Decoration & Finishing
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STUART
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www.stuartdeariove.com

Standard & Restorative Painting
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

6 514-994-3187

RBQ 8328 8514 09

sdearlove@bell.net
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

those that have gone outside the environ-
mental field but still have a strong sense
of [it]...

“We all need to contribute.”

In the late 1990s, Adam had the oppor-
tunity to meet and collaborate with Jane
Goodall, the English primatologist and
anthropologist, whom he credits with
teaching him about accountability and
humility.

“She gave her life to helping her chim-
panzees and by extension, the planet...

“She is just an amazing woman that
represented so many [good things] that I've
been thinking about. Courage, accountabil-
ity and humility...

“I met her at the right time in my life,
and my career [pole-vaulted] into a differ-
ent level”

Adam told the Independent he will be
working on sustainable happiness projects
on a national and international level as a

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Chrls Adam on July 2 in the Anasta- ¢
-~ sia De Sousa memorial garden on
the grounds of Dawson College.

e N
consultant as of July 7.

“This is not [about] sustaining happi-
ness, but [a deep] sustainable happiness...

“It is a beautiful gateway because we
don’t define it. We just say ‘what makes
you happy?’ in these workshops and we
analyze if are you happy at the expense of
other people’s happiness and at the
expense of the planet.”

Adam gave the example of enjoying a
cup of coffee to explain the concept of the
project. “Who picked the coffee, where did
it come from, is it organic, was the forest
cleared to make it?...

“We can have a happy 15-minute coffee
break and that is perfectly legitimate but
how does that affect other people? Then
we expand on that concept [within our
own] lives.”

Adam said they piloted the sustainable
happiness program at Dawson with Dr.
Catherine O’Brien. She has been actively

engaged in sustainability efforts locally,
nationally and internationally for more
than 25 years. She is a senior scholar with
Cape Breton University, where she devel-
oped the world’s first university course on
sustainable happiness.

Adam told the Independent he needed
to keep project specificity under wraps
temporarily — to allow his new employer
time to announce the collaboration — but
that he will provide full details shortly to
the Independent.

Lamp Repairs

25 years' experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

« In-home service
* Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol
514-582-3906 |

WOOD FINISHING
DOORS*FURNITUREsWOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also-
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE  514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Ruth Stalker Antiques

Jamie and Alison Stalker
514 931-0822
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca

155 Hillside Avenue
Westmount, Quebec
H3Z 1W1
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Reading club, cont’d from p. 1

from Philadelphia.

The library’s submission was a thickly
documented summary of how the library
had marked its anniversary as the first pub-
licly funded library in Quebec, founded in
1899, which continues to be the most used

city facility.
Reception set for July 16

Displaying the plaque on her return,
Wayling said she was looking forward to
celebrating the award “with our commu-
nity and staff at a reception July 16 from 4
to 5:30 pm.”

In a press release dated July 2, Wayling
explained that the exact name of the rec-
ognition was the John Cotton Dana Award
for Public Relations. It was presented at a
reception hosted by EBSCO Information

Services. The award was also described as
provided in conjunction with the H. W.
Wilson Foundation, Core — a division of
the American Library Association.

The public library’s anniversary cel-
ebrated the history of the library, aimed at
boosting community engagement, in-
creasing awareness and spotlighting its
services.

In accepting the award, Wayling high-
lighted how the library’s bilingual 125th
campaign “was meticulously planned and
produced by a [city] council-appointed
committee” comprising Marie-Christine
Dufour (citizen member), Helaine Kliger
(citizen member), Kathleen Roger (citizen
member), city councillor Elisabeth Roux,
Lora Baiocco (online services and archives
librarian), Daniel Miguez de Luca (pro-
gramming and outreach librarian) and
Wendy Wayling (children’s librarian).

» Bringing home the award: Wendy Wayling, left, who accepted the plaque in Philadelphia on behalf
of the library’s 125th anniversary committee, displays it here July 2 with Daniel Miguez de Luca,
programming and outreach librarian, and Lauren MacLean, interim library director.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT PuBLIC LIBRARY.

PHOTO: LAUREEN SWEENEY.




July 8, 2025 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - 21
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Excellence in
portfolio management

Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, To meet with us, please call:
professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our Jean-Francois Dion
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage ’

. o . Iy , ) . Senior Portfolio Manager,
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships. 8

or Sholom Tabak,

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it Senior Wealth Advisor,

is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our at 514-878-4216

personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio ) )
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 1Place Ville Marie, Montreal
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across kentwealth.com

Canada, with over $6 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

Wealth Management
Dominion Securities

RBC Dominion Securities Inc. RBC ®

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities
Inc. 2023. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_o01 (06/2021)
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INDEPENDENT’S OMISSION
OF HUMAN STORIES RE:
SOUTHEAST DISAPPOINTING

The Independent’s coverage of the public
debate over southeast Westmount’s re-
development has overlooked some of the
most poignant moments — ones that
underscore the human cost of the housing
crisis.

Your coverage of the May 27 city council
meeting (June 3, p. 1) emphasized support
from business and development interests,
as if these were the only groups in favour
of the project. Yet arguably the most power-
ful moment of that meeting came when
Jessica Winton confronted councillors Kez
and Roux for opposing the draft by-laws.
She warned that their stance could leave
her stuck living with her parents — or force
her out of her own neighbourhood alto-
gether.

Similarly, your coverage of the June 18
public assembly (June 24, p. 1) omitted any
mention of the support expressed for the
re-development. In another powerful
moment, Egor Matveev shared that his
apartment building [in St. Henri] had
burned down, and that the housing short-
age had made finding a new home even
harder. He argued that building more
housing could help people like him.

These testimonies — by Ms. Winton and
Mr. Matveev — vividly illustrate the real,
personal toll of failing to build enough
housing. It is disappointing that the Inde-

LETTERS TO

pendent chose not to include them in its
coverage.

JaMES MURPHY, MELVILLE AVE.

DID CITY COUNCIL READ
DISTRICT 8 CITIZENS’ REPORT?

Having attended the southeast meeting
on June 18, I came away with the opinion
that the city was not, and would not be,
accepting any suggestions from the citi-
zens in District 8. This has been a recur-
ring problem since I moved here over 50
years ago!

When I went back to review the surveys
of what the citizens had most wished for
District 8, I found it to be the “greening”
of the area.

We, a small group of concerned citi-
zens, already knew this — for, in 2021, we
had commissioned a comprehensive study
of District 8 to be done by the graduating
students in urban planning at McGill Uni-
versity. The 90-page study was very thor-
ough, dealing with —among other topics —
demographics, and the built and natural
environment. The conclusion was that Dis-
trict 8 was the densest area of Westmount
contributing financially above its weight
while it had the least amount of green
space.

The study concluded with three pos-
sible models that addressed both adding
density and green space. The students
were indeed aware of environmental con-
cerns and we thought it would be interest-
ing to perhaps generate new ideas and so
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THE EDITOR

we sent it to the city.

Sadly, the council did not read it [in my
opinion)].

Every day, we read about the deteriorat-
ing environment and, as I write this,
Europe is undergoing a deadly heatwave.

The mayor was so proud of having walk-
ed, some 5 years ago, in the Greta Thun-
berg march, but it seemingly made no last-
ing impact on her thinking.

In the last couple of years when I check
the air quality index, I usually find that Dis-
trict 8 is a point worse than Montreal.

I am well aware that the Tupper parking
lots are a heat trap as I cross them by foot
most days along with a few others. This
unhealthiness must be a deterrent to
pedestrians.

Our need and our want is for more open
space for air circulation and greenery.
Greater heights on Dorchester will stop air
flow and, with less real vegetation (not
green roofs) to clean the air, we will find
ourselves sitting in a bowl of fetid air.

HoNoR ROBERTSON, CLANDEBOYE AVE.

CITY SsHOULD LISTEN, NOT
RUSH, ON SOUTHEAST

[ am a resident of Clandeboye in the 8th
district. For the last dozen or so years, a
good many of us in this southeast sector
have been responding to each of the city’s
commissioned planning reports, be it on
the narrowing of Dorchester or the raising
of five- or six-storey buildings on its north
side.

We have attended meetings, held meet-
ings and on our own initiative worked with
students of the McGill School of Urban
Planning in 2021 to provide a design con-
cept for the Tupper parking lots that was
expected to lead to a productive dialogue
with the city.

Not so. Nary a word about it and amaz-
ingly not referenced in the [city consul-
tants’] Lemay report.

The meetings that we held and the sur-
veys conducted clearly established a gen-
eral consensus for this area. To mention
only a few, we asked that the street not be
narrowed significantly; and that buildings
on the north side mirror, as best possible,
those on the south side and be affordable
for families. Useable green space in that
locale and as a buffer to St. Catherine was
of great importance to the residents. Den-
sity was also a very great concern because
this sector is already the most densely
populated in all of Westmount.

The Lemay report clearly indicates the
city is not interested in what we have said
and done. At the consultation meeting on
June 18, a number of Westmount residents
who are professionals had harsh criticisms
to make of the direction the city seems

intent on heading and they provided con-
structive comments. These professionals
were offering to meet with Westmount
planning officials. If the local residents will
not be heard, at least let those among us
who have considerable professional gravi-
tas and experience be permitted to improve
the planning for this sector.

There is no need to rush through an ill-
suited design concept for St. Catherine and
Dorchester-Tupper.

ToBYy MoRrANTZ, CLANDEBOYE AVE.

FEWER CITY EMPLOYEES,
NEW COUNCIL, PLEASE

Former mayor Trent (May 13, p. 6, June
3, p. 6, June 17, p. 7) makes a compelling,
evidence-based argument that the number
of Westmount’s public employees has
grown far too quickly, that they are too
costly, and that they must be reduced tout
de suite, particularly in view of the large
costs that seem to be required for our
crumbling infrastructure.

And, as my fellow former Dawson fac-
ulty member Jo LaPierre mentions in her
letter of June 17 (p. 8), no amount of happy
talk from certain Westmount council
members will alter these facts.

Jo also makes the excellent points that
far too many councillors do not speak and
simply vote with the herd and that a brand
new council is needed.

ALEX SIMONELIS, SHERBROOKE ST.

DENSITY NOT A THREAT
TOo WESTMOUNT

As someone who has called Westmount
home for a while, I wanted to share my
support for the PPU and the much-needed
re-development of St. Catherine St.

Let’s be honest — St. Catherine has seen
better days. The empty lots and aging
buildings don't reflect the dynamic, wel-
coming neighbourhood many of us love.
It’s frustrating to walk down a main street
that feels like it’s been left behind. This
isn’t just about appearances - it’s about
making our community livable, functional
and forward thinking.

The proposed plans to increase residen-
tial density aren’t a threat to what makes
Westmount special — they’re a smart,
thoughtful way to ensure people of all ages
and stages of life can find a place here.
Downsizers, young professionals and even
families need more flexible housing
options. And let’s not forget the boost that
more residents would bring to our local
shops and cafés. A livelier street is a safer,
more connected one.

I hope city council recognizes how
important this moment is. We can’t keep
putting off changes that are long overdue.
Let’s give St. Catherine the attention it
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deserves — and make it a street that truly
reflects the heart of Westmount.

KAROLINA JEZ, MOUNT PLEASANT AVE.

ST. CATHERINE ST. wOULD
THRIVE AGAIN UNDER PPU

[ am in my twenties and I've noticed
recently how vacant St. Catherine St. has
become, especially in Westmount. It feels
like our city is dying. I've lived in West-
mount all my life and it saddens me deeply
to see the area go in the direction it has.

I also work nearby and I see how much
potential there is for this area to thrive
again. More high-rises and dense housing
close to public transit would bring new
energy and help small businesses that rely
on local foot traffic. We need to think about
what will keep Westmount strong and
vibrant for the next generation.

Urban planning like the PPU is a step
in the right direction. New projects with
mid- to high-rises would bring life back to
the area.

WiLrtiAm LANDE, PLACE DE RAMEZAY/
PRESIDENT, GROUP LANDE

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Housekeeping/Housesitting

Regular Residential Cleaning Services and House Sitting for
travelers, damage insurance $2,000,000, some availability, pro-
fessional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.

Garden/Yard work

Garden cleaning, Leaves, Weeding, Mulch, Yard Cleanup. Leave
amessage or send a text to 514-294-5562.

For Sale in Jerusalem

Exceptional Single Family Home, 8 bedrooms and private garden.
Exclusive area walking distance to Old City, all major hotels and
all amenities. Contact Gross Realty, Call: +1-972-509290770 or
email chayagross77o@gmail.com.

Handyman Available

Handyman, over 25 years experience; minor construction repairs,
painting, plastering, gyproc, ceramic tiles for bathrooms and
back sp%ashes, etc. Reasonable hourly rates. References on re-
quest. Text or call Tom 438-483-1725.

Piano Tuning

Westmount Piano Tuning and repair. Call 514-206-0449.

Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the Civil Code of
Québec, of the closing of the inventory in respect of the estate
of Alfred STEHR, living and domiciled at 2862, Hill Park Circle,
Montreal, province of Québec, H3H 159 and deceased on Nov-
ember 3, 2024 in Montreal, Province of Québec. This inventory
may be consulted by any interested party by contacting Marie
GUEDO, liquidator of the succession (see contact details).
Montreal, Province of Quebec, July 4, 2025. Marie Guedo Estate
liquidator Telephone: 514 830-8797 E-mail: guedo.marie@
gmail.com.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT
514-664-6138

Buy locally to sell locally

LETTERS TO

DENSITY IS A SOLUTION

As a long-time resident of Westmount
who also works in our community (directly
on St. Catherine St. West in the affected
area), I fully support the PPU and the
urgent need to revitalize St. Catherine St.
The vacant lots and neglected spaces do
not reflect the vibrant city we all care about.

Density is not a problem; it’s a solution.
More residents will bring life, safety and
stronger support for our local businesses.
Let’s move forward with this plan and give
Westmount the future it deserves.

A proud resident and worker.

AVERY PALEVSKY, UPPER ROSLYN AVE.

ESSENTIAL TO REVITALIZE
ST. CATHERINE ST.

As a young professional who has lived
in Westmount all my life, I am thrilled to
see bold urban planning initiatives like the
PPU moving forward. Revitalizing St. Cath-
erine St. is essential. The vacant properties
and underutilized spaces currently send the
wrong message about our city’s future.

High-density housing near transit and
services is exactly what Westmount needs.
It will help reduce congestion, strengthen
our local businesses and create a more
dynamic, welcoming community. I am
proud to call home a city that is ready to
embrace smart, sustainable growth.

Please do not let this opportunity slip
away.

JAKE MARGLES, SUNNYSIDE AVE.

DENSITY PART OF SOLUTION

As parents raising two young children
who have lived in Westmount for over 30
years, we feel strongly that the proposed
Special Planning Program (PPU) is essen-
tial for the future of our community. The
current state of St. Catherine St. doesn’t
reflect the vibrant, family-friendly city we
want to live in. Too many lots sit empty, in-
viting vandalism and creating an unsafe
environment, especially at night. Greene

ANY MOVEMENT
HELPS!

JOHN CLOUTIER

Training

B.Ed. Kinesiology, McGill

Exercises for
chair, balance (Tai Chi/Chi Gong)
and scoliosis

514-913-8039

john@john-cloutier.com

THE EDITOR

Ave., de Maisonneuve and other adjacent
streets have been severely affected by the
demise of the lower flats.

Density is not the problem. In fact, it’s
part of the solution.

We need more housing near transit and
services so that families like ours can thrive
without being dependent on cars. Building
upwards will preserve our parks and green
spaces while breathing new life into this
part of town.

We urge you to move forward with the
PPU. Westmount needs this revitalization
now —not in another decade. Let’s create a
community where families, businesses,
and residents of all ages can flourish. West-
mount should remain the best borough in
Montreal.

JEREMY LAUFER, ROSEMOUNT AVE.

SOUTHEAST PPU wiLL
ALLOW RESIDENTS TO STAY
IN WESTMOUNT

I'm a mother of four and have been a
resident of Westmount since 2018. My hus-
band has been a resident since 1985 and
spent his childhood on the same street
where we are currently raising our family.

[ am writing to share my strong support
for the PPU and the much-needed revital-
ization of St. Catherine St. from its current
depressing state. The empty buildings and
unused spaces don’t reflect the vibrant,
welcoming community we know West-
mount can be.

This much-needed development will
allow residents like me to remain in West-
mount as my family’s needs change over
time. With more people in the area, we are
giving local businesses the chance to thrive
in one of the best neighbourhoods in
Canada. Without this development, they
will continue to close, and new exciting
businesses that can truly enhance our com-
munity will continue to avoid Westmount,
as it is currently too limiting.

In summary, please help us to instate
positive change in our community for gen-

MOBILE CAR WASH AT HOME OR OFFICE

—Pet Hair & Odor Removal
—Salt & Stain Removal

S&P Detailing

—Complete Interior
& Exterior Detailing

—Deep Upholstery Cleaning
—Headlight Restoration

MAKE YOUR CAR SPARKLE AGAIN!.
For Info call:;

erations to come. Especially considering
how much we all sacrifice to be able to live
in Westmount.

TARA PEKELES, LANSDOWNE AVE.

DENSITY NEAR TRANSIT
ESSENTIAL

As someone who has lived in West-
mount for over 20 years, went to school
here, was raised here, and is now raising
my own family in this community, I
strongly support the PPU and the urgent
need to revitalize St. Catherine St.

Density near public transit and down-
town Montreal is not just a good idea, it’s
essential. Across Canada, federal, provin-
cial, and municipal governments are push-
ing for more housing and higher-density
development to address the housing crisis.
I don’t understand why this is seen as a
problem in Westmount. We cannot keep
resisting what is necessary.

Thoughtful high-density projects will
strengthen our community, make our
streets safer and more vibrant, and support
local businesses. I urge council to move
forward with this plan. Let’s ensure West-
mount remains a dynamic, inclusive city
for generations to come.

SORAB ALAVI, MOUNT PLEASANT AVE.

JAYAY
e

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

SPwashing.ca

Pat 514 433 0375 — or — Shaun 514 984 1671
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Canada Day in Westmount!

< e

Mayor Christina Smith serves a piece of the city’s Canada Day cake July 1 at the Westmount recreation
centre.

Andrew Maislin and Councillor Conrad Peart receive pieces of the city’s Canada Day cake at the
recreation centre to start distributing them to two long line-ups of people inside the building and
on the pool deck.

Convenient, caring,
personalized attention

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your
unique health needs.

As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to
create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones.
Visit us today and experience the difference
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

PHARMACIE

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI ®armacy
5025 Sherbrooke st of creming 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205

street-level entrance - free parking in the back of medical building
pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

e —

Preparing to serve the Canada Day cake are, from left, city Sports and Recreation director Dave La-
pointe, councillors Conrad Peart, Jeff Shamie and Mary Gallery with Mayor Smith and MP Anna
Gainey, Councillor Kathleen Kez and Andrew Maislin of Sports and Recreation.

e R

Councillor Matt Aronson, left, and Councillor Conrad Peart serve pieces of the city’s Canada Day
cake.

PHOTOS: LAUREEN SWEENEY

4 Sherbrooke/Victoria photos sought N

We are seeking photos of the Sherbrooke & Victoria shopping area
circa 1958-1965 for an article in the fall edition of the Westmount
Historical Association newsletter. Photos of the intersection at the
time, as well as specific landmarks, such as Steinberg’s, Macy’s
Drugstore and Restaurant, Fry’s Stationery/Confectionery,
Pascal’s Hardware and many others. If you have anything to lend,
we would scan prints and return as soon as possible, and insert
a source credit under the published photo.

Please contact Matthew Elder at
mattelder53@outlook.com or 514-231-2017.
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Travel

VERONICA REDGRAVE

A horse quietly munching on the front
lawn was my first clue as to how special
Masseria Prosperi (Masseriaprosperi.it)
would be.

Run by Mercedes Turgi Prosperi, the
luxury boutique farm is an escape into a
quirky countryside. Animals wander in and
out. For families, it is an amazing — and
authentic — experience. Rushing from the
outer pool to the inner one, children run
about admiring ducks, a curious goat, and
hens. Meals are served on gorgeous vintage
plates and hallmarked silver cutlery.

One night, a cooking class had families
making their own dinner — orecchiette
(pasta shaped like little ears or “orecchie”)
—from scratch. Mercedes’ husband, Anto-
nio D’Alba, carefully cultivates the proper-
ty’s vineyard and his wines — rosé and red
— age in large clay amphora.

Continuing my voyage, I come upon the
little village of Tricase, where town teens
swim at a small sandy beach. Others lie on
the concrete wharves or clamber over rocky
coves; a far cry from a Lido beach where
one can rent umbrellas and lounging

chairs.

The old port dates to the 1400s. The
natural harbour makes a perfect passeg-
giatta place to view life BMT (before mass
tourism).

Driving on, [ made a fabulous discovery:
textiles, this time. Internationally-renown
Tessitura Tre Campane (Tessituratrecam-
pane.it) is the go-to source not only for
many local luxury masserie but also archi-
tects and designers from around the world.

Founded in 1950, today brothers Mas-
simo and Gabriele Liso manage a team
whose artisanal craftsmanship is legend-
ary, from processing natural yarns to weav-
ing unique patterns, their renowned strip-
ed fabrics, jacquards and table linens.

Their father, Michele Liso, the firm’s
founder, made impeccably detailed draw-
ings. They are archival sources still used
by the in-house designers and weavers, a
testament to his creativity.

Outdoor or indoor cushions with pip-
ing? They are seen in elegant homes and
hotels around the world. Massimo told me:
“When you touch a fabric, you have to love
it” (And I did!)

Many Italian towns boast celebrity resi-
dents. In Tricase, the prime suspect is
Ilyena Lydia Vasilievna
Mironov, better known

continued on p. 26

Part 4: Arrivederci Puglia! Arrivederci Apul

ial

Masseria Prosperi.

47 4cts AAA Blue Topaz detachable pendant & 167 diamonds 4.15ctw

TOPAZ & DIAMOND
RIBBON NECKLACE

A golden ribbon of elegance that shimmers with a
47 4 carat blue topaz and two-tone 18k gold links
paved with diamonds. A transformable
masterpiece.

K alalat]

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son
Moritz Grossmann - Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles - Laurent Ferrier

2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Paintings

e

N 7

Snuff Bottles

VI.ANTIQUES & FINE ART

Porcelain

Buddha Figures

Victor Isganaitis
Appraiser-Consultant

514-944-4919

Censers

Porcelain Plaque

T

Porcelain

Travel, cont'd from p. 25

as actress Helen Mirren, who owns the
urban bar Farmacia Balboa with her hus-
band, film director Taylor Hackford.

As 1 sit admiring my Tessitura pur-

chases (place mats, tablecloths, napkins
and beach bags, since you ask), I watch the
liquid light fade into dusk. Enjoying a
gelato, 1listen to church bells while Vespas
whizz pass.

I now look at “culture” in a new way. Not

just gilt-framed or frescoed, it can be a way
of life.

Here in Puglia, it is the culture of its
craftspeople, their families, the food: A liv-
ing chain of tradition. Centuries-old arti-
san artistry. Artigiano straordinario.
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com
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$7,950,000

BREATHTAKING PANORAMIC VIEWS FULLY RENOVATED

Westmount 4 3+15 2 Westmount 4 B 3+18 2 2 A

30 SUNNYSIDE AV. 3999 MONTROSE AV.

FULLY
' RENOVATED

J CONDITIONAL
e a

s,

$1,989,000

2 FLOOR PH + LARGE DECK + CITY VIEWS TOP LOCATION

$3,495,000

CONTEMPORARY GEM WITH POOL V*SINGLE/FAMILY HOME, WI;:S;I'MOUNT SOLD ON MLS
Westmount Golden Square Mile Westmount Westmount
521 LANSDOWNE AV. 1545 DOCTEUR-PENFIELD AV., APT. PH3 347 METCALFE AV. 25 BELLEVUE AV.
E E ¢
E GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
- Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6
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PROFUSION | Forbes
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| E R GLOBAL PROPERTIES

Since 2004

CARL KNOWS UL

The Summer Market is a great onc — |JESe.

REMILLARD
FONTAINE

$1,598,000
555 DE LA COMMUNE O., APT. 801

VILLE-MARIE

$945,000 ' $699,000
2243 QUESNEL 1192-1198 DALCOURT
ATWATER MARKET VILLE-MARIE

514.726.2077
crfontaine@profusion.global
Groupe Immobilier Carl-Rémillard Fontaine Inc.

Our Other Unparalleled International Network

$2 095,000 $1,995,000
75 DES PINS, APT. 407 1455 SHERBROOKE O., PH7
LE PLATEAU MONT-ROYAL GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$1,695,000 $1,499,000
45 CHESTERFIELD 3940 DE LA COTE-DES-NEIGES, APT. B52
WESTMOUNT VILLE-MARIE

$679,000 2281 BOUL. GRAND
900 SHERBROOKE O., APT. 72 CDN/NDG
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

Scan this QR Code to view
all of our listings.

* subject to conditions

W =T Wono LUXURY o et E-gt profusion.global © Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All rights reserved.



