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City holds last planned consultation
Questioners weigh in, again, on
southeast project at special meeting

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

The concert hall of Victoria Hall was
filled to capacity June 18 for a public con-
sultation on the city’s Special Planning
Program (SPP) for the southeast. The
meeting had been billed as an “important”
final information session on the project.

This area involves a sector of the area
from Dorchester to Sherbrooke and be-
tween Atwater west to Clarke and Wood
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that has been under intensive discussion
for more than a year proposing increased
zoning heights and densities. A final ver-
sion is to be voted by city council on Sep-
tember 8. Unlike traditional zoning
changes, these new rules would not be sub-
ject to citizen referenda.

In brief, the city is proposing to allow
tall buildings on the south side of St.
Catherine west of Atwater, up from the
current (mostly) seven-storey limit. The
city is also proposing that taller buildings
be allowed on the north side of Dorchester
between Atwater and Greene, where the
city owns the two Tupper parking lots.

The main difference between the pre-
vious iteration of this plan and the one
outlined June 18 is distributing added
allowable floors differ-

ently on St. Catherine continued on p. 26

g . o -

Diane and Kona seen relaxing at the Westmount Park dog run June 21. See p. 15 for another dog-

and-owner photo.

Children’s library marks ‘around the world’ theme

Summer reading club opens
with multicultural party

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

All aboard! The train was “leaving” the
children’s department of the Westmount
Public Library June 17 for a summer of
reading “around the world” — the theme of
this year’s TD Summer Reading Club.

The event was launched, with “one big
imaginary multicultural party,” by sharing
how families celebrate various traditions

through food, music and party traditions.

While the event took place in the
library’s Westmount Room on the main
floor of the library, downstairs the entrance
to the library was decked out with a “ticket
station,” and included a model of the now-
closed Westmount station at the foot of
Victoria Ave. along with displays of books
about people around the

world. continued on p. 10
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Public Security warns against
tossing cigarette butts into mulch

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

When Public Security answered a call
for a possible fire at 507 Argyle on June 14
at 3:12 pm, smoke turned out be coming
from the front yard where garden mulch
was found burning, officials said. A fire
extinguisher was used to ensure safety
while firefighters arrived to finish the job.
The property owner was contacted to ex-
plain the situation was under control.

The incident serves as a reminder to
residents to keep garden mulch well water-
ed, especially during hot temperatures and
to smokers, including passers-by, not to
toss cigarette butts into garden areas but
to dispose of them properly, said Public
Security director Greg McBain.

The advice extends to discarding ciga-
rettes in pots of plants, inside or outdoors
—where, over the years, such fire incidents
have been reported.

Driver stranded when car

runs out of gasoline

A passing Public Security patroller was
flagged down at Montrose and Aberdeen
June 18 by a stranded motorist, department
officials said. The car was stopped in the
middle of the street at 8:07 am. It was
pushed to the side and a towing service
was contacted but could not attend for an
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extended period of time. Officers drove the
driver to the Esso gas station at Sherbrooke
and Grosvenor to obtain more gas.

2 cars need towing
after ‘fender-bender’

A two-car accident June 17 at Sher-
brooke and Mount Stephen was described
as a fender-bender by Public Security offi-
cials. It nevertheless required tow trucks
to remove both vehicles. Each had been
moved to the side of the road at 4557 Sher-
brooke at 5:49 pm and the drivers were
given joint-accident forms to fill out.

No injuries were reported in the inci-
dent. It was discovered by officers hearing
noise that sounded like a collision. They
had been attending to a medical call
nearby, at which an 18-year-old woman,
feeling unwell, was believed to be dehy-
drated but was reported to feel better after
being given Gatorade. Fire department
first responders also attended.

94-year-old woman
falls in park

A Public Security patroller found a
woman lying face down in Westmount
Park near the splash pad June 16, depart-
ment officials said. She was unsure how
she had fallen. Aged 94, she encountered
problems speaking and was subsequently
reported by Urgences Santé to have an
irregular heartbeat. No further details were
available.

Gas work closes
St. Catherine

Emergency gas work required St. Cath-
erine to be closed to traffic June 19 between
Metcalfe and Kensington, Public Security
officials said.

The closure occurred between 3:55 pm
and 4:18 but the source of the incident was
not reported.
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You can’t get there from Greene

“Chaos,” summarized Independent reader Sam Beitel June 18 in an email to the paper. “Cars on
Greene [southbound from de Maisonneuve] cannot go onto St. Catherine and therefore must turn
around.” The newspaper heard from another reader on the same subject at almost the exact same
time. Another added his voice the next day PHOTOS COURTESY OF S. BEITEL.
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PLEASE BE MORE WELCOMING

At the Melville/Melbourne access to
Westmount Park, there is this massive
empty flower box. Presumably it is stra-
tegically placed to emphasize that one is
not permitted to ride bicycles in the park.
While cyclists can easily get around it, it
blocks entry to families with baby strollers,
seniors with walkers, the physically handi-
capped and those in wheelchairs.

Kindly remove this without delay.

A1AN KLINKHOFF, METCALFE AVE.

e 2 Tl
ADVICE ON NAVIGATING
QUEBEC HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

RE: letter “Quebec health care: Dis-
mantled, cruel, bureaucratically bloated,”
April 29 (p. 8).

Diana Hernandez is correct in describ-

The Queen Elizabeth Health Complex on June

20. PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

ing the dwindling access to publicly in-
sured healthcare services in the region.
This is the result of provincial policies that
have favoured improving health services
in mainland Quebec over the Montreal
area by restricting our recruitment of
health professionals and hospital beds. For
the last 20 years, because of the political
consequences, no provincial party has dar-
ed to challenge the situation.

The Queen Elizabeth Medical Clinic, at
2100 Marlowe in NDG, just west of West-
mount, sees 25,000 urgent care visits a
year. Arranging these appointments has
become over-bureaucratized and the times
are mainly reserved for people who go
through the 811 number or are registered
on the “Quebec Family Doctor Finder”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (GENERAL MAIL)

internet site.

Few Westmounters know about this
access and therefore we see a surprising
number of patients from other regions,
while our residents are turned away. I
would encourage all Westmounters to call
811 when they have a medical problem that
needs prompt attention and those without
a family doctor to register with the “Que-
bec Family Doctor Finder” online or on the
phone by dialling 811.

DRr. MARK ROPER — CHIEF,
QUEEN E1r1zABETH FAMILY
MEDICINE GROUP

WHY WOULDN’T
PuBLIC SECURITY LISTEN?

Having been a resident of Westmount
for 55 years, it is very upsetting for me to
have to write this letter.

The Westmount that I experienced had
a staff that always exhibited a polite,
thoughtful and charitable demeanor when
dealing with the public.

On May 21, 2024, I took my disabled
friend to the RBC bank at the corner of Vic-
toria and Sherbrooke and parked in the
nearby handicap spot.

She responsibly gave me her handicap
placard and then proceeded to exit the car.
[ immediately got out to assist her as this
was a difficult maneuver for her. I returned

to the driver’s seat and as I was about to
hang her placard up, a Westmount security
person rudely shoved a ticket through my
opened window and proceeded to turn his
back on me, refusing to respond to my pol-
ite request to speak with him.

Had this Westmount security employee
been properly trained, he would have
shown me the courtesy of speaking with
him instead of arrogantly turning away and
not allowing me to explain the circum-
stances.

Because I pleaded not guilty to my tick-
et, my friend was forced to endure a very
challenging trip to municipal court in
order to help me contest it. The whole exer-
cise NEVER would have happened had the
Public Security officer behaved in a polite
manner.

Needless to say, the ticket was cancelled
within 30 seconds with a justifiable rem-
inder to always hang the placard first be-
fore proceeding with any other activity.

On May 6, 2025 another Westmount
resident (p. 6) was compelled to write a
letter to your paper, also questioning West-
mount’s criteria for training their staff.

I'm wondering what it will take for the
people in charge to both acknowledge and
correct the intimidating and bad-mannered
attitude of their Public Security officers.

SusaN CHARIAP, SOUTHWEST BOROUGH

BOOKKEEPER’S COLUMN

Farewell to Independent, to readers
& clients, to my second family

By BETH HuDsoON

Editor’s note: Our bookkeeper of almost 19
years, Beth Hudson, is retiring after our July
issue. Her last week at the newspaper is July
7 to 11. To understand one of her remarks
below, I must explain to the reader that I
deemed the accounting confidentiality clause
in her employment contract to cover all
matters to do with the business. As a result,
when I had a COMPLAINT about some-
thing or someone, I joked that she was my
therapist and I would let it fly! One more rea-
son that I will miss her... —DP.

Retirement was a tough decision, and,
if I were younger, I wouldn't even consider
it. I came in with very little prior experience
and have gratefully learned so very much.

It has truly been an honour to work with
David and to have been part of something
meaningful to the city of Westmount’s resi-
dents and business people.

David has been a fabulous employer
and I have worked for him longer than

any other. I can’t say enough about his
patience, communication and manage-
ment skills, lack of micromanaging and,
perhaps most importantly, the casual dress
code!

This has been a second home to me,
and a second family.

David, I will miss you and our therapy
sessions, where I listen and nod encour-
agingly. Soldier on, my friend!

I would like to thank all of our clients
to whom I have not reached out to individ-
ually. It has been my pleasure to work with
you.

Best wishes to all of our contributors
and to the community at large. It’s time for
me to pursue my many personal interests
and spend time with my family.
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LETTERS TO

LET THE NEW MAYOR
DECIDE ON SOUTHEAST

While neither fully supportive or fully
against the proposed re-development of
the southeast sector, [ think that it is unfair
that Mayor Smith should permit the plans
to proceed. Not running for re-election in
November, the proper thing for Mayor
Smith to do would be to leave the deliber-
ations and decisions to whomever follows
her into the mayoral chair.

Failure to do so is reminiscent of Mayor
Plante’s “scorched earth” policy regarding
the closure of Camillien Houde and is not
in the best traditions of serving the needs
of the population.

A11EN RUBIN, LEXINGTON AVE.

BRAVO FOR MAYOR’S
LEADERSHIP ON SOUTHEAST

There has been a lot of controversy
regarding exactly what development could
or should take place in the southeast sector.
And that is normal, especially for the
informed and engaged Westmount citizenry.

But the sector saw the destruction 60
years ago of 135 residences on Dorchester
to make room for a widened street and some
parking lots. That has cost Westmount at
least $50 million of lost municipal tax rev-
enue (in current dollars) that could have
helped the city maintain its infrastructure.

Prior to Mayor Smith, 10 different
mayors and councils never solved the prob-
lem, including some who served multiple
mandates, kicking the can down the
deteriorating road. The current state of our
roads, buildings, parks and Hydro West-
mount infrastructure are testimony to this.

Regardless of what one may think of the
various proposals put forward by the cur-
rent administration, Mayor Smith and
council are to be commended for finally
addressing this issue with the importance
with which it is due, and engaging the citi-
zenry in many consultation opportunities
over and above what is required.

I was pleased to take note of Mayor
Smith’s comment to The Gazette that “I
refuse to saddle the next council and the
next generation with this same problem.”
It shows, at last, leadership. Bravo!

PAaTRICK MARTIN, THE BOULEVARD

REGARDING THE SOUTH EAST,

ALLOW THE PEOPLE TO BE

HEARD — GENERALLY AND

VIA THE UPCOMING ELECTION
Rather than continue the fact-based

debate on the southeast that Peter Trent

usefully started (May 13, p. 6) and to which

Conrad Peart made a constructive con-

tribution (June 10, p. 8), Peart’s latest salvo

(June 17, p. 10) reverts to this administra-

THE EDITOR (SOUTHEAST PLAN)

tion’s tiresome reflex to call anyone oppos-
ed to their plans for the southeast guilty of
“obstruction,” “nostalgia”, “disrespect[ful],”
“counterproductive,” and “attacks” (Gallery,
May 20, p.7), “resisting”, “refusing change”
and “not allowing newcomers to choose
Westmount” (Peart).

Critics are not opposed to all change.
Everyone wants the southeast revitalized.
The debate is about how, and what will our
community look like? Will it be a more
human scale of development or towering
buildings that revitalize the southeast?
Trumpian mudslinging against those who
are constructively voicing a different vision
is not helpful.

Bizarrely, Peart argues the plan will
allow “new families” to “start a chapter in
this city.” Really? In a 20-storey or higher
high-rise? Like the ones across the street
on Atwater — full of very expensive condos
and almost no families? Whom are we kid-
ding? The evidence from a stone’s throw
away suggests the contrary, which is why
Peart and his allies choose to ignore it.

Peart litters his article with emotive
arguments (like the one just cited), but
advances no substantive evidence to dem-
onstrate how the new “vision” will achieve
even the council’s own objectives, never
mind what most Westmounters see as
appropriate for our city in terms of density
and height — views which most of this
council patronizingly reject.

What is the point of public consultation
if the public is ab initio always wrong? All
input is welcome. Audi alteram partem.
[Listen to the other side.]

We have a thin-skinned, sulking council
easily wounded by robust, democratic de-
bate; offended because residents, even
former mayors (God forbid!), should dare
to express differing views. Someone needs
to explain to this council that that is not how
our democracy works, councillors Kez and
Roux excepted, because they understand —
courageous voices in the politburo.

Current rules are amply supportive of
development, just not high-rises. So why
has nothing happened? Peart does not
offer any evidence-based analysis of why
past efforts failed and why the current pro-
posal will be successful. This adds nothing
useful to the debate. It mires us in puffery
and the murky realm of speculative think-
ing and emotional string-pulling.

I do not have all the answers, but every
developer I have spoken to expresses no
desire to develop anything in Westmount, no
matter the density or height, because West-
mount’s Urban Planning department is
famously difficult (some say impossible) to
deal with. It’s not the rules; it’s the execution.

Engaging with Westmount often takes
years of frustrating effort and enormous

” o«

expense, one step forward and two steps
back, over and over again, tying up a devel-
oper’s energy, focus and resources more
productively spent elsewhere. Had they
known then what they know now, many
current developers say they would have left
well enough alone.

Given how important this issue is for
Westmount, it might be best to allow a vig-
orous debate in the next election — only
months away — and let the next council,
with an informed democratic mandate on
this issue, move it forward.

PeTER F. HOFFMANN,
DE MAISONNEUVE BLvD.

WHAT WILL SOUTHEAST
DEVELOP COST TO THE CITY?

When any government approves a sig-
nificant development on behalf of its resi-
dents, itis obligated [in my opinion] to tell
them the expected cost. With the southeast
re-development, Westmount is not follow-
ing this rule.

The anticipated approval by council this
coming September will set the stage for a
massive re-building in the southeast by the
city. The infrastructure will include water,
sewage, run-off, power, streets, sidewalks,
lighting and green/public spaces. The bill
for this will be immense. How will the city
finance it? Can it even finance it fully or will
it hit mandatory borrowing limits? The city
does not say and gives no indication that it
will provide this information in the future.

When questioned, council and Urban
Planning reply that they are looking at it.
No public southeast documents even
remotely bring up the cost to the city.

Westmount now has a huge infrastruc-
ture “deficit” built up over decades. Mayor
Smith called it “staggering.” The city has
not informed residents of the size of this
burden. To help finance the current three-
year capital budget, it already plans to bor-
row $76 million from 2025 to 2027 as it has
run out of ready cash. Where is this all
heading? Then add on the southeast.

Council claims the city first needs to
know what actually will be built in the
southeast before estimates can be pre-
pared. This is nonsense. A prominent
Westmount architect stated at the June 16
public assembly that the city should expect
all developers to build to the permitted
maximum. Building under the maximum
is unheard of.

The task of estimating the cost of infra-
structure is not complicated.

Citizens must demand that, before the
current council approves the rezoning of
the southeast, they be told the size of the
bill and how the city intends to finance it.
Sleepwalking into it is not an option.
DENis Biro, 5000 b MAISONNEUVE, NDG
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (GENERAL MAIL)

CiTY OF WESTMOUNT COULD DO MORE
FOR PEOPLE IMPACTED BY PROTESTS

I find the juxtaposition of two front-
page articles by Laureen Sweeney (June 17,
p. 1) so painfully coincidental, and a sad
commentary of the priorities of West-
mount city council.

On the one hand, the dedication of sub-
stantial funds to make life better for our
dogs (“City allocates $30,000 to defend
Summit Woods by-law allowing off-leash
dogs attimes”). This is a worthwhile cause
indeed.

On the other hand, there is the claim of
helplessness for us, the residents of 1
Wood, where demonstrations have dis-
rupted our lives for so long now (“Council
asked to take action on noisy protests, graf-
fiti, violence in front of Israeli consulate”).

How long can Westmount claim it is all
up to the Montreal police? Where are West-
mount security people, supported by our
high taxes? They cannot arrest anyone, but
so what? They can make their presence felt.

Secondly, the parking constables are not
present to enforce parking regulations dur-
ing demonstrations. Why not? Pick-up
trucks of the demonstrators are often park-
ed illegally at the corner of Wood Ave. and
St. Catherine, and at the northwest corner
of Wood and de Maisonneuve, both no-
parking, no-stopping spots.

Being a resident of 1 Wood, I must also
mention the fact that we have many senior
citizens living here, and access to our
building is often impossible. People have
medical appointments, and this just adds
to the stress. One can easily imagine a
medical emergency, or a fire situation,
where each minute counts.

All four levels of government (munici-
pal, agglomeration, provincial, federal) are
letting us down, even though they have
responsibilities. The RCMP is responsible
for protection of diplomats, and the other
levels of government are there to enforce
laws that allow us to live our lives in peace.

There have been demonstrations that
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went on very noisily until 11:30 pm. There
have been public prayers across Wood
Ave., at which time it was impossible for
pedestrians to walk to their homes. Some
of the demonstrators have come onto our
private grounds. The police have told our
staff that they do not want a confrontation.
Is that an approach for a police force to
have? What about maintaining peace and
good order?

These demonstrators should be direct-
ed to have their demonstrations in public
areas, which are available nearby. Protest-
ing at a building where the consulate has
an office, and at times when it is usually
closed, makes no sense.

There are many offices in Westmount
Square, including urgent medical facilities,
as well as a place of worship. Do they not
deserve to have access?

The mayor was quite upset when a few
striking employees showed up outside her
home. Are we, ordinary tax-paying citizens,
of Westmount, less worthy of protection,
and the ability to live our lives in peace?

History has shown us that great
societies make every effort to protect the
innocent and vulnerable. Where, pray tell,
is any effort to do this in Westmount?

BERNARD SHUSTER, WoOD AVE.
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Shaping the southeast — thoughtfully,
responsibly and compassionately

Mayor’s Column

CHRISTINA SMITH

First, I want to thank everyone who
attended the public assembly on the future
of the southeast sector on June 18. Your
presence, questions, perspectives — all of
it — send a strong message that residents
are engaged, thoughtful and deeply
invested in the future of their city.

Cities are living organisms that grow,
adapt and evolve. Many communities
across the country have reached a cross-
roads: housing has become scarcer, less
affordable and increasingly out of reach for
young people, families, seniors and even
the workers who keep our cities running.

The reality is simple: we need to build
more homes. This means change, but it’s
anecessary change, and responsible cities
must lead the way. The new federal gov-
ernment prioritizes this, and infrastructure
support will be tied to it.

[ understand the discomfort that comes
with shifting the landscape. Concerns
about traffic, parking, schools and char-
acter are valid. However, equally valid -
and urgent — is the fact that this is an area
that without action, risks further decline,
leading to shrinking populations, strug-
gling retail and abandoned lots.

For too long, our zoning rules and hous-
ing policies have made it easier to say “no”
than “yes” to any project or construction
that would address some of these issues.
In many areas, only single-family homes
are permitted, locking out more affordable
options like duplexes, townhouses and low,
mid and higher rise apartments.

These rules were built for a different
era, with different priorities. But the world
has changed: our children are staying
home longer, our seniors want to downsize
but remain in their neighbourhoods, and
newcomers vital to our economic future
need a place to live.

Mandated density

Many of you have asked questions about
density in the area. Is the proposed density
alocal choice or an imposed requirement?

The revised Plan métropolitain d’amé-
nagement et de développement (PMAD),
adopted on June 9 by the Communauté
métropolitaine de Montréal (CMM), im-
poses a minimum density of 480 dwellings
per hectare for hypercentre Transit Orient-
ed Development (TOD) zones such as the

Atwater Metro station area.

These aren’t suggestions. They are for-
mal requirements that the agglomeration
of Montreal must integrate into its land-
use plan. Municipalities like Westmount
will then be obliged to do the same. Adopt-
ing this now ensures alignment and avoids
future irregularities. These regulations tar-
get areas like St. Catherine St. that have
development potential, and they do not
impact the built heritage in the area.

Why not delay?

Delaying compliance doesn’t avoid the
requirement — it simply pushes it into the
future, potentially forcing Westmount into
rushed or reactive planning later. Acting
now enables coordinated, proactive devel-
opment, rather than a piecemeal approach.

Densification isn’t about building tow-
ers everywhere. It’s about smart, inten-
tional densification — adding homes and
people near transit, in walkable areas, close
to services, parks and jobs. It's about cre-
ating vibrant communities where people
from different generations can live to-
gether. That has always been the goal.

Change can be difficult. However, what’s
far more challenging is a future that will
continue to decline if we don't take action.
Our guiding principle is to attract more
people to an area that has experienced
decline since the 1960s.

This means revisiting outdated zoning,
investing in infrastructure that supports
growth, including roads, hydro, transit and
green spaces, while working with devel-
opers who build the right kind of housing,
not just the most profitable.

Many are growing impatient for the city
to act and have been waiting far too long for
this area to improve. We have heard that
clearly. Many others are concerned with the
density levels, the height on St. Catherine
and Dorchester, and the desire for more
green space. We have also heard that clearly.

Shaping our future, together

Leadership isn't about maintaining the
status quo; it’s about preparing for the future
while honouring the past. We can do both.
But it starts with recognizing that more
homes and inclusive communities are not
threats. They can be great opportunities.

The question isn’t whether our city will
change. The question is whether we will
shape that change together — thoughtfully,
responsibly and with compassion — or
whether we will fall behind, locked in inde-
cision. I choose to lead by looking forward.

We must revitalize this area and we
must do it wisely. Our future as a thriving
community depends on it.
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A Hidden Gem in a West Island Residence

The adage “sharing is caring”
holds profound truth, especially when
exceptional acts of integrity come to
light, demanding to be celebrated
and communicated.
This is the story of Mary De Santis,
an estate sale liquidator whose
passion and unwavering
commitment to helping others set her
apart in an industry often marked by
uncertainty. For those familiar with
estate sales, the process typically
involves surviving family members
navigating the emotional task of
selling a loved one’s belongings
items both significant and trivial to
the highest bidder or a discreet
operator. During such times, grief
can cloud judgment, hastening
decisions amid emotional turmoil.
Imagine the added burden of not
knowing the true value of
possessions or whom to trust for a
fair appraisal.
Mary De Santis transforms this
challenging landscape into a
blessing. Her work
embodies a rare treasure: the
scrupulous integrity of a professional
as valuable as the truth she upholds.
In December 2023, Mary was
approached by a certified financial
planner acting as the executor of a
client’s estate. With transparency

('CANAD

and accountability at the forefront,
she implemented a meticulous
coding system to tag every item a
practice uncommon in the industry.
Furthermore, she ensured accurate
appraisals by collaborating with
knowledgeable experts, a decision
that proved both financially and
informatively beneficial. During the
unpacking process, a remarkable
discovery emerged: a first-edition
antique book from 1636 by Gabriel
Sagard, titled Histoire du Canada. A
rare find, indeed, and a testament to
Mary’s keen eye for valuable
antiques. Determined to secure its
worth, she researched
independently, even as a book
collector boasting thousands of
antique volumes offered a modest
$2,000 CAD. Undeterred, Mary’s
diligence paid off. She uncovered the
book’s true value, and through her
company,
MDS Estate Sales, it was sold at
Sotheby’s USA on June 28, 2024, for
$24,000 USD. This achievement
speaks volumes not only of her
expertise but of her decency in
dealing with clients. In an industry
where stories of exploitation and
undervalued appraisals abound,
Mary De Santis stands out. | have
yet to hear a single negative remark
about her or her impeccable
ethical standards a rarity as
precious as the treasures she
uncovers. This is a story worth
sharing, for “sharing is caring”
extends beyond words
into action. Sometimes, pausing
to express gratitude or perpetuate
goodness can make a difference.
Writing this piece is my
contribution, a source of
contentment knowing it may
inspire others. We learn from
each other’s stories, passing them
on so someone else might
benefit.
In the end, the greatest treasure
unearthed through this book is the
decency Mary De Santis
exemplifies a hidden gem shining
brightly in the West Island.

Tips and Advice for Executors of a
Will or Liquidators of an Estate
Navigating the responsibilities of an
executor or estate liquidator can be
complex. To ensure a smooth and
transparent process, consider the
following best practices:

1. Verify Professional Credentials:
- Always obtain a business card with

full contact information from the
estate liquidator.

coalc o G alUl.

- Cross-reference the corporate
name on their business card with
their official website to

confirm consistency.

- Check their Google reviews to
assess their reputation for
transparency and dedication.

- Seek referrals from trusted friends
or contacts.

2. Protect Valuable Assets:

- Never allow anyone to leave the
premises with your valuables without
proper documentation. This includes
items such as fine art, gold jewelry,
gold coins, and other

precious items.

- Maintain a clear paper trail via
email for all valuable items removed
from the premises.

This documentation should detail
what was removed, by whom, and
when.

3. Ensure Transparent Sales
Records:

- Insist on a detailed paper trail via
email for all items sold on your
behalf, regardless of the payment
method (especially for cash
transactions). This record should
include item descriptions, sale prices,
and dates.

- Request a detailed inventory list
that includes estimated values for all
items on the premises.

4. Handle Jewelry Wisely:

- Do not discard costume jewelry.
These often contain precious metals
(like gold) or hidden value. Many
buyers ("pickers”) may offer very low
prices, knowing their true

worth.

- It is crucial to obtain your own
independent evaluations for all
valuable items, including jewelry,

Mary De Santis
514-923-9204

info@mdsestatesales.com
www.mdsestatesales.com

L.

before making sale decisions.

5. Strategize Sales and
Liquidations:

- Before consigning items to auction
houses, explore whether an estate
liguidator can achieve a higher sale
price. If their offers do not meet your
expectations, you can then consider
auction houses.

- When an estate liquidator takes
possession of your valuable items,
always request a copy of the
consignment sheet from the auction
house. Ensure your name is clearly
indicated on this document in case of
unforeseen circumstances involving
the liquidator.

6. Be Aware of Industry Practices:
- Understand that many individuals in
this industry are knowledgeable
about art, antique books, and coins,
and may articulate their expertise in
ways that appeal to you. However,
be cautious, as some of these
individuals are “estate sale pickers.”
- An “estate sale picker” is a person
who attends estate sales or visits
customers specifically to acquire
valuable items, often seeking them at
prices below their true

market value.
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Reading club, cont'd from p. 1

Montreal author Mitali Banerjee Ruths
read to the group before all found places
at tables set up for refreshments.

At the library’s main entrance upstairs
was a tribute to the late Marc Garneau,
Westmount’s former longtime MP and
first Canadian in space. Garneau had offi-
cially participated in the national opening

of the TD Summer Reading Club held last
year in Westmount June 20 (see story July
2,2024,p.12).

In recognition of this year’s theme for
the event, the library’s story walk in West-
mount Park, opened June 16 featuring the
book Let’s Go! Haw kwa! by Julie Flett,
whose title uses a Cree idiom sometimes
translated as “moving forward.”

From left, children’s librarian Wendy Wayling explains the summer program to the attendees as
author Mitali Banerjee Ruths listens, who also read to the children.

A tribute to the late Marc Garneau, who opened the national launch last year of the TD Summer

Reading Club.

This Jﬂne 2 pHoto is from the dog run at King G
Ginger and Filou, with Louie down below. Filou’s owner, Earl, gives the dogs lessons in agility that
are “fort appréciées,” according to Independent reader Marie-France Raynault.

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLORENCIA NUNEZ VEGA; HEADLINE COURTESY OF M.-F. RAYNAULT.

The entrance to the children’s library downstairs
June 17.

A

was decked out as a train station for the event

o i A -t

eorge (Murray) Park. From left are Buddy, Pauline,
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Police Report

Police seek masked suspect after series of house burglaries

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. are
warning Westmounters about an elusive
suspect who is being sought in connection
with a string of break-ins and burglaries
committed in Westmount and NDG over

the past few months.

The Independent reported in April on at
least five burglaries committed over a
period of less than 24 hours at homes on
Roslyn, Grosvenor, Lansdowne, Victoria,
Belmont and possibly others.

According to witness accounts as well

Be ready for occasional head-on
traffic on one-ways

An eastbound car on de Maisonneuve east of Prince Albert on June 20 travels against the one way.
It arrived southbound from Prince Albert. The relevant one-way sign at the intersection is clearly

visible (see p. 24).

"ANY MOVEMENT
HELPS!

JOHN CLOUTIER

Training

B.Ed. Kinesiology, McGill

Exercises for
chair, balance (Tai Chi/Chi Gong)
and scoliosis

514-913-8039

john@john-cloutier.com

,________________\
N e e ———————— ==

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

as complaints filed at Station 12, a suspect
was seen wandering around on those
streets late at night, while trying front and
back doors as well as windows.

Earlier this week, Station 12 community
relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit said the
suspect has usually been spotted between
two and four in the morning. He described
him as a tall, thin, white, middle-aged male
wearing a hoodie and surgical mask across
the face.

“Sometimes he enters back yards, then
checks for patio doors, front doors, win-
dows that are unlocked,” said Yigit. “He
just opens it, goes in, steals what he can
and walks out.”

Some of the most recent similar bur-
glaries in Westmount being attributed to
the suspect include two incidents near
Sherbrooke St. and Metcalfe Ave. around
3:30 am on June 2.

In both cases, according to Yigit, the sus-
pect was able to get in because the owners
left a window and a patio door unlocked.

A similar burglary incident that same
night in NDG is believed to have also been
the work of the same individual. Yigit’s
advice should anyone spot the suspect is
simply to call 9-1-1.

Distraction thefts continue

An ongoing wave of “distraction” thefts
in the Victoria village in Westmount con-
tinues to keep staff at Station 12 busy.

As previously reported in the Indepen-
dent, pickpockets who use distraction as a
means to steal from victims have been
active in Westmount at least since March.

The victims have included an elderly
retiree who had a large sum stolen out of
her bank account after scammers stopped
her in the aisle of a Victoria Ave. super-
market ostensibly to ask innocuous ques-
tions.

After stealing her wallet containing
debit and credit cards, they contacted her

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261 E E

« % IJ
[IEEonlme

appointments
now available!

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

by phone shortly afterwards while posing
as bank officials, then managed to extract
enough additional information to steal
$10,000.

According to Cst. Yigit, similar distrac-
tion thefts involving wallets took place on
Victoria Ave. on June 13, 14 and 15. One
took place outside on the street, while the
two others were inside commercial estab-
lishments.

He said images taken by security cam-
eras provided proof to the police that the
incidents all appeared to be the work of a
male and a female suspect.

As seen in security camera videos
viewed by the police, the man opens up a
conversation to draw the attention of a
potential victim, while the woman stealth-
ily goes through the victim’s purse.

After consulting merchants on Victoria
Ave., Cst. Yigit and a second Station 12
officer are taking part in a plain- clothes
undercover operation, with the merchants
agreeing to notify the police should they
spot the suspects.

According to Yigit, he and the other
officer also went undercover recently in the
middle of the night in an attempt to catch
up with the masked burglary suspect.

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!
You NEep To CALL

Z OURIK::

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs

of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING
WESTMOUNTERS WITH
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

AND WORKMANSHIP

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
d REFERRED FOR A REASON u
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Sotheby’s ‘ Québec

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

A LEGACY OF
EXCELLENCE

As a record-breaking team that has set historic benchmarks for Canadian real
estate, the Kaufman Group showcases your home to quality buyers locally and
internationally. By offering our clients the opportunity to work with the partner of
their choosing, while benefiting from the expertise of our team as a whole, it allows
us to offer the highest level of service, discretion and marketing, regardless of your
home size, neighbourhood or price point.

69 Rue Glenmore, Hampstead
SOLD

| & qu s . Wy e . .
A N 630 Av. Clarke, Westmount
SOLD

514.379.1333
KAUFMANGROUP.CA

334 Av. Olivier, Westmount

$3,750,000 - ACCEPTED OFFER
MLS 14965145

351 Av. Redfern, Westmount
SOLD*

Liza Kaufman - Certified Real Estate Broker, Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK. Real estate agency.
* Representing the buyer.
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674 Av. Roslyn, Westmount

$2,995,000 - NEW PRICE
MLS 13593578

112 Ch. de I'Ermite, Mont-Tremblant 16 Ch. Mizener, Bolton-Ouest

$25,000,000 ] | $2,195,000
MLS 20728951 © | . .‘lu'h )L MLS 25122397

Chateau Westmount Square, Apt. 801, Westmount

$2,750,000
MLS 11030292

1 Av. Wood, Apt. 1901, Westmount

$4,695,000
MLS 22454584

5585 Ch. Queen-Mary, Hampstead

$2,095,000 - NEW PRICE
MLS 15707831

'—‘--\.\;::_\_.__

e 3876 Av. Harvard, N.D.G.

- L $2,595,000
MLS 27707204

LR VA NGAG S

71 Av. Holton, Westmount

$3,795,000
MLS 22278490

200 Av. Lansdowne, Apt. 903, Westmount

$1,525,000
MLS 10825841

50 Summit Circle, Westmount

$2,550,000 - NEW PRICE
MLS 24197539

33 Rue Belsize, Hampstead

$3,675,000
MLS 15857291

Westmount Square, Apt. 213, Westmount

$1,399,000
MLS 20709078
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St. Andrew’s pre-kindergarten class visits
St. Margaret’s, Place Kensington seniors’ residences

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

@ Manoir Westmount

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

The “Explorers,” a pre-kindergarten
group at St. Andrew’s school on Hillside
Ave., performed a play they created and

ington on May 16.

Very affordable all inclusive rates...

v Medication distribution

v 24 hour security

v 24 hour nurse

v Extensive activity programme

¢ All meals

 Daily tea

+ Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

Manoir Westmount Inc.

4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 218 %gé"

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
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| F DESIGN LOUIS GEORGE

Celebrate

180 Year

of Yves Delorme this Bast
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All Yves Delorme Collections
including Couture

Promo Code BASTILLE2025
From June 26" to July 14™

Delorme

*Certain restrictions and exceptions apply.
Offer cannot be combined with other
promotions or previous purchases.

514-844-0671

designlouisgeorge.com

5500 ROYALMOUNT,
SUITE 110 MONT-ROYAL

called Candyland to seniors at St. Marga-
ret’s Residence April 22 and Place Kens-

According to their educator Sue Goh,

PHOTOS COURTESY OF S. GOH.

'1

this was a story they had created as an
“instrumental drama play inspired by
Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker Suite ballet.”

“They drew the pictures to create a
book,” she said, “narrated their story in a
video, selected the music, made the props
and costumes, as well as played several
musical instruments live, including the
harmonica, bells, tambourines, shakers
and tone sticks, at different times through-
out the play.”

At St. Margaret’s, their inter—gener—
ational activity was one “in which the sen-
iors were invited to make their own
shakers with the children, who carried out
a little sing-along session while the seniors
played their shakers.”

At Place Kensington May 16, they fol-
lowed their Candyland with a repertoire of
five songs and have been requested for
more performances in the near future, she
said.

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.

4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor
We service all aspects

of ELECTRIC cars.

E3 Québec

BONJOUR

Je me souviens

(in addltlon to all work on
all models of traditional vehicles)

o All services maintain your warranty
e Pick-up/drop-off available

514-932-1554
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Replacing floral clock’ mechamsm

Workers dug up the city’s iconic floral
clock in Westmount Park June 16 to
“replace the mechanism,” they explained.
City director general Julie Mandeville told
the Independent that the clock “should be
fully operational by July 1.”

Bordering Lansdowne, the landmark
was originally installed in 1926 as the
brainchild of then mayor Peter William

nlscnveh E POWER!
BMJLTFDRGIHL& '

McLagan. It was designed to showcase the
city’s horticultural skills and offer a beauti-
ful public display. Inspired by a similar
floral display in Edinburgh’s West Princess
Street Garden, in Scotland, it has been
described by the Westmount Historical
Association as the only floral clock in
Canada. Its face typically consists of some
8,000 bedding plants.

PHOTO: LAUREEN SWEENEY

Westmount s own NFL linebacker

Keith with his St. Bernard, Butkus (named after the American professional football linebacker Dick
Butkus), at the Westmount Park dog run June 21.

PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.
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ENGEL&VOLKERS
MARTIN ROULEAU & CIE.

The highest residential sale in Quebec in 2025*

80 Av. Duchastel, Outremont
Thank you to the listing brokers, Gaél Lescalier & Alexandra Rusnov, RE/MAX du Cartier

MARTIN ROULEAU | BCOMM
Residential Real Estate Broker & Private Office Advisor

martin.rouleau@engelvoelkers.com « T. 514.933.9998 + martinrouleau.com

©2025 Engel &Volkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated franchise. If your property is already listed, please disregard this notice. Real Estate Broker, Real Estate Agency, Engel &Vélkers Montreal / Quebec
*Source: Centris - For a residential sale as of June 19, 2025 - Sale completed as a collaborating broker
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ENGEL&VOLKERS
MARTIN ROULEAU & CIE.

The highest price per square foot for a condo sale in Quebec in 2025*

Roccabella Penthouse « Downtown Montreal
1310 Boul. René-Lévesque O. PH4001

MARTIN ROULEAU | BCOMM
Residential Real Estate Broker & Private Office Advisor

martin.rouleau@engelvoelkers.com « T. 514.933.9998 + martinrouleau.com

©2025 Engel &Volkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated franchise. If your property is already listed, please disregard this notice. Real Estate Broker, Real Estate Agency, Engel &Vélkers Montreal / Quebec
*Source: Centris — Price per square foot for condo sale as of June 19, 2025
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INDUSTRIES.

ELAGAGE  DEMONTAGE
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914-962-9933
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VINIAGE

MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

Joyce fans celebrate ‘Bloomsday’ — June 16 —

at Westmount Public lerary

By MARTIN C. BARRY

If you have ever felt overwhelmed at the
thought of trying to read James Joyce’s
Ulysses, you could take heart and join a
group of Joyce fans on “Bloomsday” (mark-
ing the day the novel unfolds and named
after its protagonist) to discover the people
and places in the famed Irish writer’s
novel.

Bloomsday Montreal, which celebrates
the life of Joyce, culminated last week with
a dramatic reading of excerpts from Joyce’s
1922 book at the Westmount Public Library.

Starting on June 12 with special events
in Montreal up to June 16, the 14th edition
of Montreal Bloomsday was not only a
tribute to Joyce’s groundbreaking literary
genius, but also a reflection of the city’s
rich Irish heritage, with 40 percent of Que-
becers claiming Irish ancestry.

From Leopold Bloom’s whimsical con-
versations to Molly Bloom’s sensual solil-
oquies, readings by local professional and
amateur actors brought Joyce’s complex,
humorous and deeply human characters
to life.

Bloomsday celebrations, which take
place all over the globe, can go on for days.
The Bloomsday Montreal Festival is the
second-largest in the world, after one held
in Dublin.

The readings that were part of West-
mount’s Bloomsday contribution began at
two in the afternoon and continued until
8 pm, with a break at 6 pm for dinner. At-
tendees were encouraged to drop by for an
hour or stay for the full length, with tea
and coffee served throughout.

While most were content to listen and
react to Joyce’s ponderous reflections and
musings, some in the audience, such as
Hua Jin of NDG, chose to become more
involved, reading along out of their own
copy of Ulysses.

20% OF

June & July & August

]

-

Seen here at Westmount Publlc Library on Bloomsday, Junel6, NDG resident Hua Jin, seated, cel-
ebrated James Joyce’s literary accomplishments in her own way, reading from a copy of Ulysses,
while Westmounter Ann Elbourne, left and Jenny Chopra read out excerpts from the famed novel.

Westmount’s Bloomsday was led by
Kevin Wright, a retired educator, who is the
president of Festival Bloomsday Montreal.
He is also the leader of a Finnegans Wake
reading group in Montreal, “The Boaters
and Sifters of ALP,” which meets every
third Wednesday of each month.

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

|/, S
v Anne-Marie
Larve
514 862-7718 5'|4 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

Westmount’s Bloomsday was led by Kevin
Wright, a retired educator, who is the president
of Festival Bloomsday Montreal.
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Summer air quality...
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QUEBEC
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Don’t wait to schedule a nhew appointment to
maintain your gas-fired pool heater or heat pump
workmg_ efﬁuently fg_rl many years to come.

CHALUFFAGE DIRECT INC.
DHRECT HEATING |INC.
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Lundi 7 juillet

MCIL

Monday, July 7

Rappels saisonniers

Consultez la page des rappels
saisonniers pour |'été afin d'en savoir
plus sur les collectes, la réglementation
municipale et les activités sportives
offertes. Restez informé pour profiter
pleinement de la saison!

Seasonal Reminders

Visit the seasonal reminders page for the
summer to learn more about waste
collection, municipal regulations, and
available sports activities. Stay informed
and make the most of the season!

Deuxiéme phase du projet de
réfection de la rue Sherbrooke

La deuxiéme phase des travaux de réfection de
la rue Sherbrooke, entre 'avenue Grosvenor et
la limite ouest de la Ville, a débuté le lundi 16
juin. westmount.org/travaux

Participez au concours de photos!
Jusqu’au 2juillet, partagez vos photos de
Westmount ! La photo gagnante sera mise en
vedette sur le site Web de la Ville tout I'été et
partagée sur ses comptes de médias sociaux.
westmount.org/concoursphoto

Chiens au bois Summit

Du 16 juin au 31 octobre, les chiens peuvent étre
sans laisse au bois Summit seulementde 5ha10
h et de 17 h a minuit. En dehors de ces heures, la
laisse est obligatoire et la réglementation sera
strictement appliquée. westmount.org

Fermeture des bureaux administratifs

durant les jours fériés

Les bureaux administratifs de la Ville seront
fermés le 24 juin pour la féte nationale du Québec
et le 1°"juillet pour la féte du Canada.
westmount.org/evenements

BIBLIOTHEQUE ET EVENEMENTS COMMUNAUTAIRES

Club de lecture d’été TD (6 ans et plus)
Du 16 juin au 30 aoiit, la Bibliothéque publique
de Westmount invite les jeunes explorateurs a
participer au Club de lecture d’été TD, dans la
section pour enfants. Tout au long de I'été,
profitez d’'une multitude d’activités gratuites et
amusantes telles que la marche littéraire, les
heures du conte et bien plus. westlib.org

Concert: Ensemble Camerata

1juillet, 14 h, Victoria Hall. Célébrez la féte du
Canada au Victoria Hall avec un aprés-midi
exceptionnel de musique classique présenté par
'Ensemble Camerata. Au programme, des
ceuvres de grands compositeurs interprétées par
Berta Rosenohl, Luis Grinhauz et Joshua Morris.
westmount.org/evenements

E-WESTMOUNT | inscr

Splash Bash pour la féte du Canada

1°" juillet, 12 h, parc Westmount. Célébrez la féte du

Canada a Westmount avec vos amis, vos voisins et
votre famille | Barbecue, splash bash, gateau,
musique et jeux vous attendent pour une journée
mémorable | westmount.org/evenements

Ciné-club d’'été — Dog Day Afternoon

8 juillet, 14 h, Victoria Hall. En anglais.
Rejoignez-nous pour la premiére des quatre
présentations de films du mois de juillet | Réalisé
par Sidney Lumet et écrit par Frank Pierson, ce film
basé sur des faits réels raconte I'histoire de Sonny
Wortzik (Al Pacino), un criminel amateur dont le
braquage de banque a Brooklyn tourne en prise
d'otages dramatique.
westmount.org/evenements

Lété au Studio

Le Studio est un espace ot les personnes de tous
ages peuvent laisser libre cours a leur créativité et
fabriquer toutes sortes de projets. Les inscriptions
aux ateliers d'été sont maintenant ouvertes. Venez
participer a des activités variées, amusantes et
adaptées a tous les niveaux ! westlib.org

Phase 2 of the Sherbrooke Street

Resurfacing Project

The second phase of the Sherbrooke Street
rehabilitation work, between Grosvenor Avenue
and the western boundary of the City, began on
Monday, June 16. westmount.org/works

Participate in the Photo Contest!

Until July 2, share your photos of Westmount!
One winning photo will be featured on the City's
website all summer long and shared on its social
media accounts.

westmount.org/photocontest

Summit Woods

From June 16 to October 31, dogs may be
off-leash at Summit Woods only from 5 a.m. to 10
a.m. and from 5 p.m. to midnight. Outside of these
hours, leashes are mandatory and regulations will
be strictly enforced. westmount.org

Administrative Office Closures for the
Holidays

City administrative offices will be closed on June
24 for la féte nationale du Québec and on July 1
for Canada Day.

westmount.org/events

LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

TD Summer Reading Club (6 years +)
From June 16 to August 30, the Westmount
Public Library invites young explorers to take
partin the TD Summer Reading Club, in the
children's section. Throughout the summer,
enjoy a host of free, fun activities such as the
literary walk, story times and much more.
westlib.org

Concert: Ensemble Camerata

July 1, 2 p.m,, Victoria Hall. Celebrate Canada
Day at Victoria Hall with a remarkable afternoon
of classical music presented by Ensemble
Camerata. The program features works by great
composers, performed by Berta Rosenohl, Luis
Grinhauz, and Joshua Morris.
westmount.org/events

Splash Bash for Canada Day

July 1,12 p.m., Westmount Park. Celebrate
Canada Day in Westmount with your friends,
neighbours, and family! Enjoy a barbecue,
splash bash, cake, music, and games for a
fun-filled day! westmount.org/events

z-vous « sign up: westmount.org/ewestmount

514 989-5200 -«

Summer Film Club — Dog Day
Afternoon

July 8, 2 p.m.,, Victoria Hall. In English.

Join us for the first of four film screenings this
July! Directed by Sidney Lumet and written by
Frank Pierson, this film—based on true
events—follows Sonny Wortzik (Al Pacino), an
inexperienced criminal whose attempted bank
robbery in Brooklyn quickly escalates into a tense
hostage situation. westmount.org/events

Summer at the Studio

The Studio is a creative space where people of all
ages can let their imagination run wild and bring
all kinds of projects to life. Registration for
summer workshops is now open! Join us for fun,
hands-on activities suitable for all skill levels.
westlib.org

westmount.org
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Solarium sets the mood with ‘Aube/Nocturne’ performance

By MARTIN C. BARRY

The Montreal-based jazz fusion quartet
Solarium gave a small group of West-
mounters a preview of their latest album,
Aube/Nocturne, in Victoria Hall on June 7.

Set to be released in August, the album
— their second —is an anthology of 18 eclec-
tic pieces, oscillating between moments of
high-level improvisation and carefully
composed passages.

The performance was one of a series of
concerts presented in Westmount over the
past few months in conjunction with the
Conseil des arts de Montréal, which sup-
ports the creation, production and presen-
tation of professional arts in Montreal.

Solarium’s sound, which borders on
rock, is influenced by contemporary and
traditional songs of Quebec. The band
members composed and arranged the
album from a venue located in Petite Val-
lée in Quebec’s Gaspésie region. It was
recorded at Studio Piccolo in Montreal.

P Seen on stage at Victoria Hall on June 7 are,
from left, the members of Solarium: Karl-
André Rozankovic (piano/keyboards), Louis
Plouffe (saxophone), Vincent Dessureault
(bass), and Leo Minville (drums).

QP Strathmore  exeert Tree services

AnNna=
Gainey
Member of Parliament | Députée
Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Westmount

Arborists you can trust

Expert Tree Services in Montreal and

the West Island since 1992. Over the years,
we have built a reputation for superior
results and great customer service to
residential and commercial customers.

* Pruning
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* Dea ooding Pt eg, L[ 4

05'“\%\9 CERTIFIED Al - CANADA
< ARBORIST % DAY

*

BONNE
FETE DU
CALL OR TEXT CANADA

514-831-8733 emergency work 24/7

* Tree and Hedge Trimming
* Tree Removal and Planting
e Stump Grinding

* Cabling and Bracing
Preventative treatments

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro
% 408-5165 Sherbrooke West/Ouest = anna.gain EC.C + (514) 481-1897




22 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - june 24, 2025

New assistant rabbi

Temple Emanu-Beth-Shalom retains American rabbi Luks-Morgan

L

BY JENNIFER BALL

Temple Emanu-Beth-Shalom is welcom-
ing Rabbi Benjamin Luks-Morgan into its
fold. He will serve in the capacity of assis-
tant rabbi and starts full-time on July 1.
Located on Sherbrooke at Wood Ave.,
Temple is a reform congregation com-
mitted to inclusivity and creating a place
of worship where Jews by birth and by
choice find a place that feels like home.
At the Temple’s bimah (speaking plat-
form similar to as pulpit) already are senior
rabbi Lisa Grushcow, Rabbi Lillian
Kowalski and rabbi emeritus Leigh Lerner.
The Independent asked Luks-Morgan what
specific role he would be filling.
He said his mandate is three-pronged:
« leading and being present with the
Temple’s Torah school,

« working with young adults,

« creating and disseminating an introduc-
tion to Judaism.

Rabbi Luks-Morgan had his rabbinic
ordination at the Hebrew Union College
in New York at the beginning of May and
is emigrating to Canada to start his profes-
sional career at a time when 82 percent of
Canadian Jews feel less safe after October

5

¢

Less likely right now?

7, 2023, according to a 2024 survey by the
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA).

What causes anti-Semitism?

The Independent offered him the oppor-
tunity to contextualize this distress. “I am
new to living in Canada. My personal ex-
perience with anti-Semitism is an Ameri-
can one...

“Anti-Semitism is a fear of perceived
Jewish power that does not exist. Jews are
no more effective at organizing power and
world affairs than any other group of
people. Anti-Semites hold onto these views
because they want an answer to the reason
the world feels out of their own control...

“Jews operate for anti-Semites as an
easy explanation for their own lack of con-
trol and a scapegoat for the world’s very real
problems. This is still all true post-October
77

If he had the opportunity to sit down
with them face to face, what would he then
say to those behind the vandalism of the
Montreal Holocaust Museum or those who
firebombed a Montreal synagogue?

“I would open the conversation with a
question, as I try to do with everyone I
meet. What’s going on in your life? Who

gl | y

As seen on de Maisonneuve at Victoria Ave. June 18, on a hot, muggy night.
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Rabbi Benjamin Luks-Morgan on June 18 at
Temple Emanu-Beth-Shalom, which is found on
Sherbrooke at Wood Ave.
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Sherbrooke/Vic village sidewalk work continues

Looking west on the north side of Sherbrooke from Victoria on June 21.

and what do you love, and what’s breaking
your heart?...

“And then try to get the person to under-
stand what really lies beneath their pain -
and to see that whatever’s going on, it’s not
Jews who are to blame because Jews are
simply people.”

Excited to start work in Montreal,
at Temple

Rabbi Luks-Morgan wanted to convey
how deeply excited he was to be starting
his professional career and to be moving
from the Washington area to Montreal
with his wife, Sasha Luks-Morgan.

“One of the things I love about Reform
Judaism is its inclusivity and recognition
of the sacred in each person...

“When I interviewed with Temple, their
lived approach to this was what made me
want to be the assistant rabbi here. I can’t
wait to be a part of this community and get
to know this great place.”

Rabbi Luks-Morgan wanted readers of
the Independent to know that there is an
open house on July 2 at Temple.

“I will be on the bimah for the first time
on July 4, so I would love to meet West-
mount [Independent] readers...”

i A

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.



June 24, 2025 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - 23

Dramatis Personae stages lonesco’s Rhinoceros,
charts the dangers of conformity

BY JENNIFER BALL

Eugene Ionesco’s play Rhinoceros deals
with a mysterious and eventually all-
engulfing appearance of a rhinoceros in a
small French town and charts how its arri-
val causes transformation of individuals
and mistrust of others.

Dramatis Personae, a Westmount com-
munity theatre group founded in 1985,
chose to stage it for its second 2025 pro-
duction and the play ran May 29, 31 and
June 1 at Victoria Hall.

Ionesco was a Romanian-French play-
wright and one of the leading figures of
the Theatre of the Absurd. His works are
known for their unconventional style, com-
bining elements of surrealism, existential-
ism and black comedy.

The play is often read as a response and
criticism to the capitulation of Germans to
Nazism and Italians to fascism preceding
World War II. It explores the themes of

i (%5

mob mentality, philosophy and morality.
It was first performed in 1959.
Over the course of three acts, the large
cast of 11 actors inhabit a small, provincial

From left: Bérenger (played by Helen Davies, Waitress (played
by Karen Sauder), Jeanne (played by Nathalie Saint-Pierre),
musician Marina Roessler, Logician (played by Aaron Kenney)

and Housewife (played by Bruna Perussello
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ANY MOVEMENT
HELPS!

JOHN CLOUTIER

Training

B.Ed. Kinesiology, McGill

Exercises for
chair, balance (Tai Chi/Chi Gong)
and scoliosis

514-913-8039

john®@john-cloutier.com
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The cast at curtain call. From left: Bruna Perussello, Ellen Rubin, Karen Sauder, Carys Knowles,
Brian Wrench, Helen Davies, Nathalie Saint-Pierre, Mary Ann Farley, Ann Elbourne and Clive Brewer.

French town that is turning people into
rhinoceroses. Ultimately, the only human
who does not succumb to this mass meta-
morphosis is the central character,
Bérenger (played by Helen Davies), a flus-
tered everyman figure who is initially criti-
cized in the play for her drinking, tardiness
and slovenly lifestyle and then, later, for
her increasing paranoia and obsession
with the rhinoceroses.
Giving life meaning

The transformation of Bérenger from an
underachiever into the saviour of humanity
constitutes the major theme of Rhinoceros,
and the major existential struggle: one must
commit oneself to a significant cause in
order to give life meaning.

On stage, Jeanne (played by Nathalie
Saint-Pierre) continually exhorts Berenger
to exercise more will-power and not sur-
render to life’s pressures, shortly before her
own skin turns into a hide and a rhino horn
sprouts prominently from her forehead.

As the plot unfolds, more townspeople
transform, showcasing a disturbing shift
in societal values. The transformation is

ST

emblematic of the loss of critical thought
and the all-consuming nature of collective
acceptance.

The rhinoceroses move as a relentless
herd - killing family pets in the process —
and asserting dominance, as well as forc-
ing Bérenger into a position of increasing
isolation and eventual singularity.

Marina Roessler played mournful cello
throughout sections of the drama and the
sound design by Sid Wilson brought off a
powerful feigned stampede.

The play was directed by Marissa Blair
and her director’s notes say: “When I first
read Rhinoceros, 1 was struck by how
quickly it starts to feel familiar. People
change - in body, belief and behaviour —
and those around them either rationalize
it, follow or fall silent...

“In this production, we've chosen to
make those transformations grotesque and
sensorial. We've also re-imagined the
gender of several characters — not to mod-
ernize or make a statement but to open the
door to fresh questions: “Who changes?
Who is heard? Who resists and who gets
left behind?"”

Arthur Younanian
Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Please be advised that since June 18, 2025,
Dr. Marisa lonata, dentist, practices at
Clinique Dentaire Dentwest located at 5890 Monkland,
suite 10, Montreal (QC), H4A 1G2; 514-484-8808.

To all the patients that consulted Dr lonata while she
practiced at Dr. Brenda Puchinger and Associates, located
at 4695 Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount (QC) H3Z 1G2,

please be advised that your files have been transferred to
Dr. Brenda Puchinger, who practices at this same address.
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Money buys happiness if spent wisely,
finance expert Hollinger tells Women’s Canadian Club

By MARTIN C. BARRY

On May 20 in Victoria Hall dur-
ing their final lecture meeting of
the season, members of the
Women'’s Canadian Club of Mon-
treal welcomed Lindsay Hollinger,
a financial services expert.

Part of her message: women
need to be better informed on per-
sonal financial matters, rather than
leaving everything up to a spouse,
as is often the case.

Hollinger, a Westmounter, start-
ed out as a portfolio manager at Ja-
rislowsky-Fraser and once pon-
dered a career in philosophy. She
is the co-founder of the financial
services firm Granite Family Of-
fice.

By definition, a family office is
a privately held company that
handles wealth and investment
management for multigenerational
families with at least $50 million
in investable funds.

“Money isn’'t something people
always enjoy talking about, but it’s

It’s hard out there for a street sign Tube at work? No problem

{! I3 LR T e A
As seen on de Maisonneuve at Pri
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nce Albert June 17.

very, very important,” Hol-
linger said.

She said it isn’t necess-
arily true that men are better
than women at handling
money, or that people who
are rich have a better under-
standing of wealth.

Hollinger: Everyone could
do better

Everyone could do better
with more investment edu-
cation, according to Hol-
linger. “Money isn’'t only
about what can I afford to
spend,” she said. “Money is
power. Wealth can be
power.”

Quoting American econ-
omics and social science
author Arthur C. Brooks,
Hollinger listed the five

il

LU Awestbound car on de Maisonneuve at Victoria June 13 as it maneuvers under a tube being used

Protos: Inoepencent. i @ sewer opening. Cyclists did so too.

things that can be done with money: you
can buy things, you can buy experiences,
you can buy time, you can give it away and
you can save it.

“Money can buy happiness if you spend
it well,” she continued, citing another line
of thought promoted by Brooks. She said
lots of women are very good at saving their
money and not spending it, although they
tend to keep it in a savings account rather
than investing it.

“You get rich by learning what to do
with your money,” she said, while adding
that this doesn’t mean you have to be an
expert in finances, only that you need to
understand your own finances thoroughly.

Following a break over the summer, the
Women’s Canadian Club will be returning
with a program of speakers in September,
every Tuesday from 12:30 to 1:30 pm. A
sandwich lunch is available beginning at
11:30 am.

<« Westmounter Lindsay Hollinger, an invest-

ment and financial services expert, addressed
the Women’s Canadian Club of Montreal on
May 20.

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT
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Aloving and playful girlie, here is stun-
ning Simmy, who loves the camera and
offers the best poses.

She is presently in a foster family for
the Gerdy’s Rescues and Adoptions. She
enjoys the home routine, particularly at
mealtimes when it seems like she has a
little watch! She then shows up, after voic-
ing her interest, and leads people towards
her bowl.

Beautiful Simmy is six years old, up to
date with her inoculations, spayed and
microchipped. She enjoys other cats, bond-
ing slowly, which makes her a good com-
panion for another cat in the home.

Please refer to her information page on
the Gerdy’s Rescues and Adoptions web-
site at www.gerdysrescue.org and open the
link to the adoption application form to
provide your contact information and pres-
ent yourself and your family’s interest in
Simmy. They can also be reached directly

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Housekeeping/Housesitting

Regular Residential Cleaning Services and House Sitting for
travelers, damage insurance $2,000,000, some availability, pro-
fessional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.

Garden/Yard work

Garden cleaning, Leaves, Weeding, Mulch, Yard Cleanup. Leave
amessage or send a text to §14-294-5562.

For Sale in Jerusalem

Exceptional Single Family Home, 8 bedrooms and private garden.
Exclusive area walking distance to Old City, all major hotels and
all amenities. Contact Gross Realty, Call: +1-972-509290770 or
email chayagross77o@gmail.com.

Handyman Available

Handyman, over 25 years experience; minor construction repairs,
painting, plastering, gyproc, ceramic tiles for bathrooms and
back splashes, etc. Reasonable hourly rates. References on re-
quest. Text or call Tom 438-483-1725.

Piano Tuning

Westmount Piano Tuning and repair. Call 514-206-0449.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

514-664-6138

Buy locally to sell locally

Cuddly Simmy

at their email address info@gerdysres-
cue.org in order to discuss adoption and
how Simmy is evolving in foster and plan-
ning to be the family who welcomes her
home.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

Painting | Decoration & Finishing
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STUART
DEARLOVE

www.stuartdeariove.com

Standard & Restorafive Painfing
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

6 514-994-3187

RBQ 8328 8514 09

sdearlove@bell.net
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

ANY MOVEMENT
HELPS!

JOHN CLOUTIER

Training

B.Ed. Kinesiology, McGill

Exercises for
chair, balance (Tai Chi/Chi Gong)
and scoliosis

514-913-8039

john@john-cloutier.com

Junior prepared for cuddles, walkies

Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

Junior is a perfect little guy. Handsome,
keen on walks and drives, bright as can be.
Everyone is attracted to him!

He is at the Montreal SPCA kennel and,
being little, he needs to be adopted as soon
as possible. This is moving time in Mon-
treal and the rescue is full — with more to
come.

Junior is very affectionate and perky, a
young 10-year-old since he is a small breed.
He is up to date with his inoculations, neu-
tered and microchipped.

If you would like more information on
Junior, please refer to the Montreal SPCA
website a www.spca.com, scroll to his pres-
entation page by his identification number,
2000286328, and plan your trip to the res-
cue to visit him and discuss your interest
with the adoption coordinators.

The shelter is open every day, Monday
to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm and Saturday
and Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. It is
located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, Cote

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4.

Do not hesitate. Junior is such a cutie,
and would likely be a great little friend in
the home.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

WOOD FINISHING
DOORSFURNITURE*WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also -
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
*Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE  514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com
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Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261 E o‘.ﬁ iy E

M3 online
appointments
now available!

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children
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Consultation, cont'd from p. 1

(see box below), and lowering the maxi-
mum height of two buildings on Dor-
chester from 10 to 7 storeys, excluding
“bonus” floors available in some cases.

Mayor speaks

“I understand that any proposed devel-
opment can be a deeply sensitive issue,”
Mayor Christina Smith said in opening the
meeting. “People naturally want to see con-
crete details before embracing change,” but
“what we're asking is for residents to con-
sider a broader vision.”

St. Catherine St. scenarios

Status quo — beginning at Atwater and
moving west: the former McDonald’s/
former Miso/current Resilience build-
ing, the Imadake building, an empty
lot where 4014-22 St. Catherine once
stood, the derelict former Packard/
Subaru building and a Bureau en
Gros with its own parking lot.

Max. heights of four possible buildings,
from Atwater west

City’s fall 2024 proposal: 25, 15, 15
and 15 storeys (see city’s “Public
consultation presentation
(November 14, 2024),” p. 40),

City’s current proposal: 20 storeys each
(see city’s “Document presented at the
Public Assembly on June 18, 2025,”

p- 33).

She explained that the rundown situ-
ation and gradual decline along St. Cather-
ine St. “is not sustainable” and is a similar
challenge to cities across the country.
“Doing nothing is simply not an option.”

Instead, she called Westmount'’s propo-
sal “a path toward revitalization,” adding
that “with input from residents, profes-
sionals and experts, I believe we can shape
a plan that not only restores vitality to this
key area, but also strengthens Westmount
for generations to come.”

After her introduction and words from
Councillor Conrad Peart, commissioner of
urban planning, Frédéric Neault — the city’s
Urban Planning director — provided an
hour-long presentation on the most recent
version of the project and its re-develop-
ment potential.

The SPP was described as a planning
“tool” or framework to guide and direct the
long-term planning of a district having
“specific challenges.”

Questions asked

A two-hour question period that fol-
lowed the initial presentations generated
comments from 30 of the attendees, many
which also brought hearty rounds of ap-
plause from the audience and/or had al-
ready been heard and reported from sur-
veys launched by the city and its Lemay
consultants, and at city council meetings.

The city was asked to consider what
demand there would be for new large pro-
posed buildings of various heights given a
number of existing commercial and resi-
dential vacancies.

“You can’t have massive buildings in a
residential area,” said one questioner.
“How will the city be able to pay for all the
infrastructure to service these high-rise
buildings?”

No projected costs have been released
for new city services that might be required
by the new buildings.

Wener raises many concerns

“More time is needed,” said last ques-
tioner Jonathan Wener, founder and form-
er longtime chairman of Montreal-based
Canderel, described as one of Canada’s lar-
gest privately held real estate companies.

Identifying himself as a resident of
Greene, he said the city needed to consult
with developers on their needs. He chal-
lenged a lack of assisted living in the city plan
as well as for related parking in the area.

“Change is motivation and you won'’t be
ready,” Wener told the council. “You need
a plan in place.”

Much of the project’s presentation
focussed on updates and technicalities de-
picted on a large screen which some atten-
dees could not see when seated behind
those occupying the first two rows.

What’s ahead?

Mayor Smith has said that the com-
ments arising from this meeting would
possibly be worked into revisions in the
SPP. This consultation meeting had been
described as a final one specifically devoted
to the southeast project before its projected
adoption, in some form, at the council
meeting September 8.

More Indie coverage:
Projects blessed —
nothing built

“[4014-4022] St. Catherine site near
Atwater okayed for demo,
building”, February 27, 2018, p. 1,

“It’s a go! 4216 Dorchester Blvd. gets
final council approval,” January
24,2023, p. 1.

Please note that the 4216 Dorchester pro-
Jject is just outside the city’s Special Plan-
ning Program.

Some of the Independent’s
coverage of SE’s buildings

“Refugees find temporary shelter at
Y’s Tupper St. residence,”
November 20, 2018, p. 10,

“1100 Atwater tenants are mix of
local, world-wide firms,” August
18, 2020, p. 1,

“Possible pavilion site [4014-4022 St.
Catherine] was south side of St.
Catherine west of Atwater —
Cancelled Dawson expansion
affects city’s hopes for district,”
February 8, 2022, p. 8,

“Construction guarantee confiscated
from 4014-4022 St. Catherine,”
March 14, 2023, p. 1.

= X

At bottom right, the city’s senior director of project management and land use, Tom Flies, makes a note. To the left is city director general Julie
Mandeville, also seated. Standing at top left, former mayor Karin Marks is speaking into the mic. Melville Ave. resident James Murphy is next in line
behind her.

Urban Planning director Frédéric Neault makes
the main presentation on the city’s planned zon-
ing for the southeast.
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Looking southwest on June 21 from Atwater and St. Catherine at the empty lot where 4014 22 St. Catherine St once stood, with the very large building that housed the former Reddy Memorial Hospital
on Tupper St. visible at top left. The former Packard/Subaru dealership is to the right/west of the empty lot. For another aerial photo of a part of the Special Planning Program area, see February 18,

p. 16 for a view of the city’s Tupper parking lots, which front onto Dorchester.

PHoTO: RALPH THOMPSON.

Some of Indie’s coverage of city’s ‘southeast project’

2013 council — Mayor: Peter Trent (Christina Smith starting April 24, 2017)
“Rezoning consultation for SE sector Dawson CEGEP, Temple reveal plans for
facilities at public consultation meeting,” November 25, 2014 p. 1.
“New zoning in southeast changed by citizens,” December 9, 2014, p. 1

“Citizens weigh in on SE development — Make it ‘green, safe & low-rise, vision
workshop hears,” January 26, 2016, p. 6

“Narrowing of Dorchester, building heights proposed — minus bike path,” June 21,

2016, p. 1

“‘Street view’ of southeast vision targeted for June presentation,” March 21, 2017,
p-1

“Update on Dorchester vision expected in June,” May 16, 2017, p.1

“Draft Dorchester vision sent back,” May 30, 2017, p. 1

“Planning vision deferred to incoming council,” September 12, 2017, p. 4

2017 council — Mayor: Christina Smith
“City to prioritize St. Catherine before Dorchester, Tupper lots,” October 30, 2018,
p-1
“AGIL report now translated into English,” February 12, 2019, p. 5
2021 council — Mayor: Christina Smith

“City imposes 90-day interim freeze on southeast/Tupper lot development,” August
29,2023,p.1

“City extends freeze on southeast development,” October 31, 2023, p. 1

“Design contract awarded for revitalizing city’s southeast sector,” January 23, 2024,
p-1

“Next southeast report should reflect neighbours’ wishes” (letter), February 20,
2024, p. 6.

“City planning for southeast back on front burner, seemingly,” June 18, 2024, p. 1
“Residents weigh in on ‘preliminary’ designs for the southeast, November 26, 2024,

p-1
“Pros & cons voiced at overflow meeting on southeast draft by-laws,” June 3, 2025,

p-1
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Where’s summer?
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\l I U DREAM BIGGER Immediate Occupancy

SYMPHONIAVIU.COM
itepesseéurs  CONDOS & PENTHOUSES FOR SALE 514 767.4555

A WESICLIFF PROJECT
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Travel
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VERONICA REDGRAVE

Travellers used to pietra serena, the blue-
gray sandstone of Florence, will be sur-
prised in Puglia (also known as Apulia).
Buildings are white. They are whitewashed
to beat the heat, the same reason that town
alleys here are narrow.

In the town of Lecce, there is also a
creamy, softer feel due to the local pietra
leccese (Lecce stone) quarried in the area.
Initially quite malleable, which makes it
easy to sculpt and shape, it hardens, ensur-
ing that buildings last for centuries. Lecce
is often referred to as “the Florence of the
south” as it is full of incredibly embellished
buildings.

Little is left unadorned. “Baroque” takes
on a whole new meaning, with ornamen-
tation literally everywhere: under “Juliet”
balconies, columns, statues, church facades
et al.

All this work is the Catholic church’s
response to the Reformation, which started
in 1517. After the council of Trent (1545-
63), theatrical architec-
ture was meant to wow

continued on p. 30

Puglia, part 3: Sandstone, ceramics and views

-

Antennas overlook statues overlooking tourists.

47 4cts AAA Blue Topaz detachable pendant & 167 diamonds 4.15ctw

TOPAZ & DIAMOND
RIBBON NECKLACE

A golden ribbon of elegance that shimmers with a
47 4 carat blue topaz and two-tone 18k gold links
paved with diamonds. A transformable
masterpiece.
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KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son
Moritz Grossmann - Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles - Laurent Ferrier

2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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A Baroque fagade peeking through a street of classic, simpl homes.

..........................................................................................................................................................

Travel, cont'd from p. 29

the worshipper. The medium was the
message.

A prime example is the Duomo de
Lecce, first built in 1144 (long before
Baroque!), with its over-the-top sculptural
richness due to the final re-build in 1654
during the Baroque era.

Architectural artisans left no stone
unturned. A must-see? The belltower of
1666. Luckily, an elevator takes guests to
the top, where four outlooks offer a
pigeon’s view of the Adriatic, Lecce’s mass-
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tmountDentist.com
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ive defensive ramparts and gorgeous pri-
vate roof-top gardens.

The town’s Roman colosseum is also
worth a visit. The walls, once covered with
Greek marble, tell a tale. Only recently dis-
covered, they offer an ancient Instagram.
Carved stone friezes show animals against
animals, dogs versus bulls, men against
lions.

Next stop was a discovery in the town
of Grottaglie: local ceramicists Nicola
Fasano (fasanocnf.it). Their famous “spat-
tered” pieces are sold in design shops all
over the world. Like many success stories,

Dental Care

their style has been copied and reproduced
industrially.

However, here every piece is made by
hand: Literally. Each potter has a special
expertise: one makes jugs, another pasta
bowls (my favourite!) and so on.

Their sought-after speckled tableware?
Also done by hand. In this day and age, the
time-consuming artisanry is amazing. And
considering the individual workmanship,
the prices are more than reasonable.

I noted huge boxes, labelled and ready
to be shipped to major international design
shops. Bravo!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

/ Anne-Marie
Larve
514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

Simply...
“Efficient”

Au plaisir!

Marie-José
Aubin

Courtier immobilier résidentiel

914-296-8283

— R

ROYAL LEPAGE

— R
HERITAGE

514-934-1818
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Galerie
Alan
Klinkhoff

Edward Hardy Ted Harrison
Geese in Flight

Painted in 1982

Acrylic on canvas

24 x 18 in (61.8 X 45.7 cm) View more details

$27,500 & images

Montreal Toronto

1448 Sherbrooke Street West 190 Davenport Road www.klinkhoff.ca

514.284.9339 416.233.0339 info@klinkhoff.ca
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com
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$7,950,000

BREATHTAKING PANORAMIC VIEWS FULLY RENOVATED

Westmount 4 B 3+18 2 Westmount 4 B8 3415 2 2 A

30 SUNNYSIDE AV. 3999 MONTROSE AV.

$1,989,000 . . ] $3,495,000
TOP LOCATION CONTEMPORARY GEM WITH POOL . *SINGLE/FAMILY HOME, WESTMOUNT SOLD ON MLS, 2025 *RESIDENTIAL CONDO/APT, WESTMOUNT SOLD ON MLS, 2025
Westmount Westmount Westmount Westmount
347 METCALFE AV. 521 LANSDOWNE AV. 25 BELLEVUE AV. 2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 16C

Erlzlé\

E GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
" Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6



