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Council asked to take action
on noisy protests, graffiti, violence

in front of Israeli consulate

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council June 9 heard repeated
requests from residents to crack down on
“hate speech” and “very offensive lan-
guage,” and aggressive protesters around
1 Wood and Westmount Square, where the
Israeli consulate is situated, and outside
the Shaar Hashomayim Synagogue.

“Are you going to continue to let it
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Meet Public Security’s park cadets
- . —

happen? What can you do about it?” Mayor
Christina Smith was asked at the opening
of the question period by a woman who
said she had been spat on near Westmount

Square in May. “This can’t go on. This is
Westmount!” she continued.

“I am very sorry that happened to you.
That’s assault. That’s not free speech,”
replied Smith, referring to the spitting.

She was also asked why police stood by,
watched and didn’t arrest offenders.

Mayor responds

Smith explained that while Public Se-
curity did not have the right to make ar-
rests, she had spoken that very day to the
police commander at the local Montreal
police station on Stan-

ton St. about the continuedonp. 9

2024 legislation enshrined existing compromise

,000
to defend Summit Woods by-law

City allocates $30

allowing off-leash

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

The validity of the city’s amended By-
law 1522 adopted in May 2024 allowing
dogs to go unleashed at certain times in
Summit Woods appears headed to Quebec
Superior Court in a challenge by a local
resident living near the wooded area.

This year’s summer park cadets are, from left, Ange Kiénou, Quinn Burrows, Eric Chukwu and
Sanaka Laurin. They work day or evening shifts acting as “the eyes and ears of Public Security,”
explained Public Security director Greg McBain. Focussing on Westmount Park, King George (Mur-
ray) Park and Summit Woods, their role includes checking on dogs, city buildings and cycling.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT PUBLIC SECURITY.
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dogs at times

City council at its June 9 meeting award-
ed $30,000 for legal services to IMK Avo-
cats to “protect the city’s interests in con-
nection with possible litigation” concern-
ing a potential dog attack in the area, which
is entirely unfenced.

This was an applica-
tion for judicial review
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A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY PROPERTIES

AUTHENTIC CHARM | LARGE GARDEN 4 STOREY TOWNHOUSE | 2 GARAGES ‘ RARE OPPORTUNITY ON THE CANAL

TURNKEY | TOWNHOUSE

AT

$3,995,000

$1,795,000

3015 LE BOULEVARD
WESTMOUNT ADJACENT

$3,195,000

680 AV. VICTORIA 1695 RUE ST-PATRICK #PH502
WESTMOUNT LE SUD-OUEST

SPECTACULAR 4 BDRS | 4 BATHS IMPRESSIVE SPACIOUS MANOR | AUTHENTIC CHARM

$1,795,000

475, AVENUE ARGYLE
WESTMOUNT

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY | 3,633 SF ON ONE FLOOR

$3,195,000

. e T $5,495,000
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Man issued ticket for defying
park’s midnight curfew

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A public safety officer in King George
Park June 5 heard people talking after the
midnight parks’ curfew and found a group
of eight at the soccer pitch, according to
Public Security officials. They were advised
the park was closed and they had to leave.

The group was described as “co-oper-
ative” but as they began leaving, one
became more vocal and disregarded the
order, at which point he was issued a ticket
for $81.

Cyclist fined $81 for riding
through Summit Woods

A cyclist was spotted riding in Summit
Woods June 8 at 6:56 pm, Public Security
officials said. She was initially seen passing
the no-cycling sign on Summit Circle as it
led to the gravelled portion into the woods,
but she was too far away from them for
officers to stop her initially. They did man-
age to intercept her at the Oakland inter-
section as she exited Summit Woods.

She was issued a statement of offence
for $81 and identified as a 33-year-old city
of Montreal resident.

Woman taken to hospital

after fall on steps at 1 Wood

A public safety officer was flagged down
June 10 at 11:33 am concerning a woman
described as in distress on the steps at 1
Wood. She was found in great pain, lying
on her back with bloody knees and one
arm outstretched that she was unable to
move.

Public Security officials also said she
had not suffered head injury. Officers
cleaned the wounds and provided a blan-
ket. Urgences Santé arrived at 11:45 am and
took her to the Montreal General Hospital
for what was believed to be a broken right

shoulder.
Aged 65, the woman has been wearing
high-heeled shoes.

Cars collide at Atwater

and Dorchester

A city parking inspector reported a two-
car accident at Atwater and Dorchester
June 7 at 1:50 pm where one car remained
in the intersection with a fender “hanging
out,” according to Public Security officials.
The other car was parked at the side.
Drivers were given a joint accident form to
fill out. Police and a tow truck were called.
No injuries were reported.

In and out of consciousness,
man taken to St. Mary’s

Public Security officials went to the
assistance of a man June 9 at the intersec-
tion of Victoria and Chesterfield at 11:57
am. He was described as passing in and
out of consciousness and was transported
to St. Mary’s Hospital by Urgences Santé.
No other details were reported. — LS

No police report

Due to circumstances beyond the Inde-
pendent editorial team’s control, we are
unable to publish a summary of recent
police activity in Westmount. — MCB.

-
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Your family is ours

Call us today to find out
how our personalized care
can transform the daily
lives of your loved one

and your family.

438.874.56

fay.hinkson@customizedhomecare.ca y
customizedhomecare.ca/services £

MAKE YOUR CAR SPARKLE AGAIN!

—Pet Hair & Odor Removal
—Salt & Stain Removal

S&P Detailing ] | SPwashing.ca

—Complete Interior
& Exterior Detailing

—Deep Upholstery Cleaning
—Headlight Restoration

[ ]
Mobile Service At Your Home or Office

For Info call:
Paf 514 433 0375 — or — Shaun 514 984 1671

3460 Av. du Musée, Ville-Ma
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Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

‘ Québec

This completely renovated house perfectly combines
the elegance of yesteryear with modern comfort.

MLS 13012875 | $2,695,000

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE NEWLY LISTED

3430 Rue Peel, Apt. 14A, Ville-Marie
Sophisticated Urban Living: Welcome to the prestigious Sir
Robert Peel building, ideally situated in the heart of downtown.

MLS 17385964 | $1,625,000

PENTHOUSE NEW PRICE

1500 Boul. René-Lévesque O., Apt. 3601, Ville-Marie
Spectacular Penthouse in newly completed Quinzecent
(Guy/Rene Levesque).

2333 Rue Sherbrooke 0., Apt. 111, Ville-Marie
Stunning apartment in the prestigious Manoir Belmont. Full
service building offers 24hr security, an indoor pool, and gym.

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)

Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088

MLS 9329820 | $10,000/™° MLS 15607435 | $525,000 slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.
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New permanent stop, street srgns dlsappear at de Casson Wood

The temporary stop sign at \X/ood and de Casson on March 'I9

By JENNIFER BALL

In late 2024, a car accident happened
that took out the stop sign, the street sign
and a tree in a triangular traffic island
where de Casson and Wood Ave. intersect.

March 2'I

After that, a temporary stop sign that
measured three feet from the ground was
in situ to instruct drivers to stop (see March
25, p. 14).

A new street sign and a new, standard
stop sign were installed by a city Public

The new, permanent stop and street signs on March 21.

Works team on March 20, but — by the
week of May 26 — those stop and street
signs had disappeared and a temporary
stop sign was back.

On May 30, the Independent reached out
to Mugisha Rutishisha, director of the

NON NOBIS
SeD URG BT ORE

* The new tempora-ry stop sign at Wood and de Casson on June 13.

city’s Communications department, to ask
what is going on. A response providing an
explanation did not come in time to meet
the Independent’s press deadline.

The temporary stop sign remained in
place as of June 13.

CLASS OF 2025!

Our graduates will be pursuing
post-secondary education at the
following institutions:

Canadian College Italy

Choate Rosemary Hall

Dawson College

John Abbott College

Lakefield College School

Lower Canada College (Pre-U)
Marianopolis College

North Broward Preparatory School
Vanier College

MISS EDGAR’S AND MISS CRAMP’S SCHOOL
ECOLE MISS EDGAR ET MISS CRAMP
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Doug Ellis Memorial Garden to be dedicated in late summer WHEN QUALITY &

TR R ’ EXPERTISE COUNT!
You NEep 7o CALL
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RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS
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Hand wash & repairs

of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING
WESTMOUNTERS WITH
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

AND WORKMANSHIP

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
d REFERRED FOR A REASON LiJ

The dedication of the Doug Ellis Memorial Garden near the Westmount recreation centre will take place toward the end of the summer, city councillor
and parks commissioner Mary Gallery announced at the council meeting June 9. This photo from June 13 does not show the construction fencing
around the site, but it was still in place. The garden will commemorate the life of the late hockey prodigy Doug Ellis. It is part of the settlement of a
lawsuit against the city regarding sexual abuse of minors by deceased hockey coach John Garland. Ellis’s life has been described by his mother as
having been “poisoned” by the experience, leading to his death at 44 in 2015 (see October 25, 2022, p. 1). PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.
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CLINIQUE MEDICO-ESTHETIQUE
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VISAGE ET CORPS
FACE & BODY
Rajeunissement et amélioration
de la qualité de la peau

Rejuvenation and improvement
of skin quality

WESTMOUNT | 2 BURTON

An excellent opportunity to BU n my Berl’(e TRAITEMENT DES VARICES

create your SpeCial home on Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker VARICOSE VEINS
a lovely street in Westmount!!!

DR JOHN ROWEN

bunnyeberke@gmail.com Médecine esthétique - Phlébologie
5—| 4 3 4 7 —I 9 2 8 PRENDRE RENDEZ-VOUS Aesthetic medicine - Phlebology
. . 514 342.8346 CCFP (EM) Fellow CSP

REMAX ACTION - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

4484, SHERBROOKE O. WESTMOUNT « WWW.XOMED.CA
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20% OF

June & July & August

514-916-8901

5122a Sherbrooke St W

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261 E

(NEW| onlme
appointments
now available!

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Team lan rides agam

Some of the June 1 riders, including many Westmounters. From left, front row: Claudette Dwyer, Leslie Therriault, Andrea Van Toch, Jane Reichman;
back row: Steve Dennis, Jim Cordy, Robert Bishin, Gavan Power, John Van Toch, Diana Bronson, Guy Melhuish, Alex Baillargeon, Bob Therriault,
Vahan Kololian, Lori Spence, Ken Shaw, Keith Harradence, Jerry Wiviott and Rob Callard.

Local fundraising group Team Ian rode
again in its own dedicated event May 31
and June 1, this time to and back from Bro-
mont. Starting in 2012, supporters rode
every year in their own ride (see for ex-
ample June 23, 2015, p. 1) until 2018, as
well as participating in other fundraisers
before and after that.

With this outing, they raised over

ﬂ?“"‘-

MErtiies
swig

Crowe BGE WL

$82,000 for the Ian Lawson Van Toch Com-
putational Biomedical Research Fund at
Princess Margaret Cancer Hospital in
Toronto, bringing the total raised so far to
over $500,000. “The fund is in memory of
our son and brother who passed away at
age 23, just as he was starting a promising
career in cancer informatics,” said Ian’s
father John Van Toch. - WI.

Thc‘ P‘l ineess Margaret
1 [U:s].)lld] }cmndaLlﬁn
nswndl wekh hetemare

- Mm_mmeuv
b g RBC Reyal Bank .00 o

“The banner displays the logos of our generous sponsors,” John Van Toch told the Independent.
Holding it, from left, are Steve Dennis of Martin Swiss Cycles (“who provided fantastic tech sup-
port”), and some of lan’s family members: sister Andrea Van Toch, father John and stepmother
Jane Reichman.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOHN VAN TOCH.

lan Van Toch in 2006, one year before he died.

BEFORE

Specialists in
wood windows
and doors!

FREE ESTIMATE
514 486-4635

“\5“

des portes et fenétres Lepa )
et 9¢ Migy,
Dr#

LES INDUSTRIES

MARTIN

Distributor of Lepage MillWO'™

You'll love what we can do for your home!

MartinIndustries.ca

Showroom 8178 Montview (corner Royalmount)

INDUSTRIES

1977

L.

Ticence RBQ 8004-6519-53
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THANKS FOR RETURNING KEYS!

We would like to thank very much the
person who found our car keys on a park
bench in Queen Elizabeth Gardens and
handed them to Public Security. It would
have caused us undue hardship to replace
them, so we are doubly grateful.

Tim CARSLEY, BARAT RD.

THANKS TO TWO
GooD SAMARITANS

We would like to express our heartfelt
gratitude to each of the two kind ladies who
took the initiative to assist us in the torren-
tial rainstorm on Tuesday afternoon, June
10 and got rained on tremendously while
doing so.

While we were on our usual health walk
down Grosvenor Ave, the rain started to
fall heavily while blown sideways by a very
strong wind. We were caught off guard
without umbrellas or rain gear. Surprised,
we took shelter under a huge tree near Ros-
lyn School, hoping that this weather would
pass, but it did not.

The first lady driver stopped her vehicle
and gave us an umbrella that offered some
protection. The second lady driver, a resi-
dent of Westmount who knew the area
well, parked her car and offered two
drenched pedestrians a ride to our front
door. Such kind and quick actions from
both “good Samaritans” was very much
appreciated and vividly displays the kind-
ness of people.

Loutse CARPENTIER & LAWRENCE

KRrRYyzANOWSKI, PRINCE ALBERT AVE.

‘WoULD THAT THERE
WERE MORE LIKE HIM’

I wanted to add my voice to your edi-
torial homage (June 10, p. 6) to a true Cana-
dian hero, Marc Garneau, which includes
your heartfelt elegiac words above.

I was also touched by Christina Smith’s
words of gratitude in her mayor’s column
(p.7), where she reminds us that Marc Gar-
neau “devoted 15 years serving us as our
representative in the house of commons,”
that “he embodied integrity, intelligence,
humility” and “a deep respect for citizens”
for whom he was “accessible and profound-
ly human,” adding that he “dedicated his
extraordinary journey to the service of
others with dignity, calm and commitment.”

He was a man, she wrote “who travelled
among the stars.”

He is now among them.

RicARD ORIANDO, SHERBROOKE ST.

CURRENT COUNCIL ATTENDING
TO LONG IGNORED NEEDS

I would like to thank Councillor Mary
Gallery for her open letter of May 20 (p. 7)
and Councillor Conrad Peart for his col-

umn of May 27 (p. 5). I am getting very
tired of the constant mayor-bashing and
council-bashing engaged in by some of
your correspondents and, most recently,
by a former mayor.

While the previous administration de-
serves credit for its accomplishments, such
as the library renovation and the recreation
centre, it is apparent that these were
achieved at the expense of other needs.

For years, our parks were an embarrass-
ment, with beds of weeds, dying trees,
neglected playgrounds and a complete lack
of maintenance. Public spaces and public
buildings were not updated. The green-
house was allowed to reach a state of disre-
pair such that it collapsed and much of it is
now lost forever as the expenditure required
to restore it is out of reach.

I can well imagine that attending to all
the areas that were ignored for so long re-
quires modernizing the administration
and additional personnel. I applaud the
steps that have been taken by the mayor
and council to revitalize so many aspects
of our community and make it a truly
family-friendly and modern environment.

Yes, our road network needs work, but
so does the road network of the entire
island of Montreal. You need only drive to
our neighbouring communities to realize
that all municipalities are faced with an
ageing infrastructure in an impossible cli-
mate. Are we prepared to have our prop-
erty taxes significantly increased to ensure
that we live with smooth roads throughout
the city? I think not.

Our municipal administration is deal-
ing with increasing demands and limited
financial resources. To assume collective
mismanagement and incompetence on
their part is grossly unfair and does
nothing to advance the discourse.

CLAUDETTE BELLEMARE, STRATHCONA AVE.

IF PAYROLL RISES OVER TIME
REGARDLESS, ALL THE MORE
REASON TO WATCH HEADCOUNT

I have to thank Councillor Conrad Peart
for his column last week (p. 8). He con-
firmed the figures in my guest column of
May 13 (p. 6), a piece that revealed, with
356 employees working for the city of
Westmount, there has been a 24-percent
increase in the number of employees since
2017. That is not all. He also confirmed
that, for the 11 preceding years, the number
of employees averaged out at 286, to finish
2017 with...286.

This happy concordance is hardly sur-
prising, as both of us are drawing our data
from the same source, the city’s annual
financial statements.

I also agree with Councillor Peart’s
statement that, even when the number of

employees was stable, the increases in the
yearly payroll of a highly-unionized work-
force are usually greater than just cost-of-
living increases. This, of course, is yet an-
other reason to keep a tight control on your
headcount.

Where we seem to part company is in
calculating how much all these new posi-
tions are costing every year.

Let’s keep it simple using the following
premise: if you increase the number of
employees by 24 percent, sooner or later,
that has to cause an increase of, very rough-
ly, 24 percent in the overall payroll. The
2016 payroll in today’s dollars of $31 mil-
lion, when multiplied by 24 percent, gives
an increase of $7 million. In fact, because
there was a disproportionate (36 percent)
increase in highly-paid managerial staff,
the eventual increase in payroll costs will
be even higher.

And as for suggesting the 2022 ransom-
ware attack was one example of why staff-
ing levels have increased: I was on the
board of the Société de transport de Mon-
tréal (STM) in 2020 when it was the victim
of a ransomware attack. Following the
attack, you can be sure the STM didn’t
measurably raise its headcount.

[ must say, in spite of our obvious dif-
ferences, it is always more productive to
exchange views with someone like Coun-
cillor Peart, whose arguments at least start
with agreed-upon data.

PeTER F. TRENT, COTE

ST. ANTOINE RD.  continued on p. 8

EDITORIAL

Farewell, Beth
Hudson — Enjoy
your retirement!

[ am rarely at a loss for words, but I am
now. Our bookkeeper of almost 19 years,
Beth Hudson, retires next month. Her last
week will be July 7 to 11.

Beth has worked for us since before
there was an Independent and she was the
first employee of the company, ever.

I cannot say enough good things about
her: She is honest, intelligent, diligent,
quick to adapt to new challenges, funny
and helpful. She is a delight to work with.

The Independent is a for-profit business,
and the lifeblood of businesses is money.
Here at the paper, we need it to pay for
printing, layout, distribution, rent, writers,
photographers and employees. Beth has
been the heart of this enterprise, carefully
moving that “blood” to where it is needed
by getting the invoices done, the bills paid
and making sure everything is tickety-boo
from all the various angles: accounting,
sales tax, income tax, deductions at source,
banking.

Through it all, she has been amazing. 1
thank her. I wish her well in a much-de-
served retirement. The team will miss her.
The clients will miss her. I will miss her.

David Price is the editor of
the Independent.

Editor
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Chief reporter
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Graphics
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GALLERY’S LETTER
SHORT ON SUBSTANCE

As a perhaps too frequent writer (us-
ually about trees, parks and dogs), I have
resisted responding to Mary Gallery’s letter
of May 20 (p. 7) criticizing Peter Trent.
Since then, one writer (May 27, p. 6) des-
cribed Gallery’s letter as a “polished deflec-
tion” based on “defensiveness.” Another,
on June 3 (p. 9), simply supported her de-
fense of the current council. No one has,
to date, noted my own concerns.

Gallery’s letter opens with claiming
Trent’s column of May 13 (p. 6) contained
“several serious inaccuracies,” but fails to
explain just what these are. It goes on to
charge him with “misrepresenting facts,”
again unexplained.

Gallery also makes no reference to
Trent’s current concern over the vast in-
crease in highly paid civil servants.

The next three long columns of Gal-
lery’s open letter are spent claiming times
have changed and that the current council
has had to “do more with fewer resources”
and is striving to “modernize” the south-
east sector of the city. Oh? With a series of
high-rise buildings?

Anyone who has attended this council’s
meetings (in person or on Zoom) will have
noted that at least 50 percent of the council
members never speak: they simply vote in
the affirmative. The meeting of May 27 was
typical in this regard.

As I said in an earlier letter (May 6, p.
6) we need a “new style of leadership.” Now
I will be blunter: we need a new council.

Jo LAPIERRE, METCALFE AVE.

TRENT CORRECT ON SAD STATE
OF WESTMOUNT

The best mayor Westmount has ever
had has spoken (May 13, p. 6; June 3, p. 6)
and truer words have not been said regard-
ing the sad state of affairs Westmount has
fallen into.

A bloated bureaucracy, a deficit budget,
a council that is deaf to the pleas of tax-
payers, an increase in crime that has been
pretty much unchecked, roads that are in
deplorable condition and no sense of pride
in our once great city of Westmount. And
worse — no answers and no solutions.

Time to get out the broom, voters, and
stop the incompetence. Thank you, Mr.
Trent!

IVAN SPECTOR, ARLINGTON AVE.

LET’S LOOK AT
THAT GRAPH AGAIN

I thank Councillor Peart for his inter-
vention providing payroll data (June 10, p.
8) to counter the argument of former
mayor Trent. Of course [in my opinion], he

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

likes to produce tables to illus- | € -WESTMOUNT (Demerged) : Annual Payroll & Trendline
trate his data (e.g. at right) | 2024 Dollars
because graphs can be mislead- 0.0 fa
ing. Compare that graph of the | » 1=
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tions, no mention has been made of the
use of consultants. Not only is it an issue
because of the amounts being paid but also
of the results and their usefulness. I think
a cost/benefit analysis of consultants’ con-
tributions would be revealing.

BriaN Stack, UPPER RosLyN

‘No-mow MAY’ NEEDS
A SIGN FOR RESIDENTS

Further to David Searle’s enthusiastic
support of Westmount’s interest in cutting
back its mowing to encourage our essential
pollinators (May 27, p. 1), perhaps the city
could produce a small lawn sign (to be kept
and installed each spring) for like-minded
residents who join in this effort but might
feel the need to explain to the Joneses why
their lawns appear neglected!

SusaN KiLBURN, REDFERN AVE.

PLEASE PAINT THE SPEED BUMPS

It’s all about painting speed bumps in

a timely manner so that residents don’t

lose their transmissions and shock absorb-

ers. Any chance Public Works can re-
spond?

HOWARD SCOTT, DOWNTOWN

WE DON’T HAVE TO CHOOSE
BETWEEN LEMAY PLAN
AND STATUS QUO

[ am writing about the proposed plan
for the south-east sector. I am a longtime
educator and former director of the School
of Architecture at McGill University and a
resident in the area.

Some of the letters you have published
suggest that we have only two choices, to
do nothing or to go with the Lemay plan.
That is not the case. We could, instead,
move ahead with a good plan.

Our family-friendly neighbourhood,
sometimes affectionately called “SoDo”
(south of Dorchester), is mostly two- to
three-storey brick-and-stone Victorian
houses, with picturesque silhouettes and
highly pitched roofs, period decoration,
delightfully variable windows and en-
trances, and small front gardens. The area
has a rich and underappreciated alley life.

SoDo is defined in the south by a very
hard, impenetrable edge: the tracks and
the Ville Marie Expressway. Here is why
that matters. Building a cluster of towers,
as proposed in the Lemay plan, will mean
the homes in SoDo will be effectively cut
off from the street life of St. Catherine and
Greene by this second, northerly barrier.

The Manhattan-like image on p. 54 of

the city’s plan is alarming. Next to the
beloved Atwater Library it shows a 20-
storey tower, one of four [proposed] high-
rises along St. Catherine. But what actually
gets built could be even worse. The propo-
sal includes “incentive zoning,” which
means developers could be allowed extra
height for providing certain amenities.

If city council truly sees the area as the
“vibrant heart of Westmount,” as is sug-
gested in the proposal, it should proceed
cautiously with a plan that respects and
builds on what makes the city vibrant. Cer-
tainly, it should not sell its heart to devel-
opers.

ANNMARIE ADAMS, COLUMBIA AVE.

SOUTHEAST DECISION WILL BE
WITH US FOR GENERATIONS

In a public assembly at Victoria Hall on
June 18 at 6 pm, the city of Westmount will
present the greatest, most consequential
development project in our city’s history,
namely the revitalization of the southeast
sector.

Council has already adopted a Special
Planning Programme (SPP) for this sig-
nificant part of our city. Documentation
including a zoning map, tables of physical
and spatial provisions, permitted building
types and uses is posted on engage west-
mount.org.

If you live, work, play, study, or com-
mute in the area around Sherbrooke, St.
Catherine, Atwater and Wood, this south-
east sector is your neighbourhood. Con-
sider what you like about it, or what you'd
change.

June 18 is the last chance to have our
say about density, open space, greening,
livability and community. Young, old and
in between — we will all live with these deci-
sions for generations.

Let’s pay attention, and choose carefully.

Lucy FerLowEs, Woob AVE.

Indie publishing schedule
June 24: issue - July 1: no issue
July 8: issue
July 15, 22, 29 & August 5:
no issues (usual summer break)
August 12 until Christmas: weekly )
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Summit Woods, cont'd from p. 1

served to the city of Westmount May 29.

Moved by Councillor Kathleen Kez as
commissioner of public safety, the motion
was approved by a vote of 7 to 1, with Dis-
trict 1 councillor Antonio D’Amico being
the lone opponent. Summit Woods is in
his district.

This led to a debate on the issue, with
District 7 councillor Matt Aronson saying
he supported the by-law, but that the resi-
dent disagreeing with it had a right to chal-
lenge it. Though not named, she is widely
known to be Maryam Kamali Nezhad.

Proof of coverage

Maintaining his opposition to dogs
allowed to run unleashed at any time in
the unfenced “bird and fauna” sanctuary,
D’Amico — a dog owner himself — recalled
how he had been following up with the
Quebec ministry of Municipal Affairs on
the issue and been told that in the event of
a dog attack by an unleashed dog in the
woods, the city would probably need a
letter from its insurers stating the city was
covered accordingly.

“Without it, you can’t say you got a legal
opinion,” D’Amico maintained.

He referred to reports he had received
this year through Access to Information of
two dog attack incidents in the woods, as

...................................................

previously reported.

Standing by the by-law

“We stand by this by-law,” Mayor Chris-
tina Smith stated, adding that the city
“takes dangerous dogs very seriously.” As
an example, she cited a recent incident in
which an unleashed dog on private prop-
erty in the area of Summit Woods “very
violently” attacked a passing, leashed one
but this did not involve Summit Woods.

The 2024 by-law included the whole of
Summit Woods on a list of “dog run facil-
ities” and “dog runs” (see May 14, 2024, p.
13), but did not change the rules on the
ground, which have been in place for
many, many years.

..................................................

Council, cont’d from p. 1

ongoing issue.

“I'm very disappointed” with the situ-
ation, Smith said, adding that the right to
protest did not include the right to block
access to buildings and that the city was
quick to remove offensive graffiti. She also
agreed that places of worship “should not
be targetted.”

The city of Westmount does not control
the Montreal police, although mayors have
long lobbied Montreal police and Montreal
officials on various law enforcement
issues.

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.

4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 comer Grosvenor
We service all aspects

of EI.ECTRIC cars.

K Ouebec

BUNJUUR

_ - Je me souviens —

(m addition to all work on
all models of traditional vehicles)

* All services maintain your warranty
e Pick-up/drop-off available

514-932-1554

rent includes

- kitchen appliances
- washer and dryer
- heating and hot water

building amenities

- fitness suite
- outdoor pool
- sauna

Westmount rentals

available now or July 1st

4800 de Maisonneuve, Westmount Estates

- two-bedroom rentals for $2495 and $2595
- three-bedroom rentals for $3195 and $3300

- indoor parking
- yoga studio
- doorman

schedule your
visit today

1-514-525-8777
montreal@akelius.ca
akeliusmontreal.ca

Akelius
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Councillor’s
column

CONRAD PEART
DisTrICT 4

“As a city grows it needs re-organiza-
tion. As it ages, parts become outworn and
have to be replaced. As the conditions of
life within the city change, so must the city
change to match them. And as the stan-
dards and values of the inhabitants alter,
so must the city alter to accommodate
them.”

These words opened the 1960 Southern
Area Report by architect and planner John
Bland. Most of its 60 recommendations
were never adopted, but the report still left
a lasting mark. It led to the closure of
Prince Albert at Sherbrooke, allowing for
the public square we know today. It also
proposed eliminating de Maisonneuve
Blvd. across Westmount Park, a change
that now seems obvious.

But other parts of the plan badly missed
the mark — and did so destructively. The
report envisioned Dorchester St. as a
grand, widened artery sweeping west and
north to join Clarke Ave. The ranking of
cars above communities came at a steep
price.

The southeast sector: A tale in three acts

Act | — Yesterday:
Death by 140 demolitions

More than 140 residential and commer-
cial properties were expropriated and
demolished. By 1968, Dorchester had
doubled in width, from a local street to a
four-lane parkway. Surface parking
replaced street life and front yards. The
construction of the Metro, the Decarie and
Ville Marie expressways, and shifting
demographics quickly exposed the plan’s
flawed assumptions. Momentum stalled.

Aside from a handful of commercial
projects in the 1970s, re-investment with-
ered. The promise of urban renewal went
unfulfilled. Most of the report’s more dis-
ruptive ideas were never realized, but the
scars from that first wave of demolition
remain visible today.

In 1991, the area was down-zoned, likely
in response to the high-rise towers built in
the late 1980s on Greene and Wood ave-
nues. Once again, no re-investment fol-
lowed.

In 2014, rules were revised again to
allow more height. Still, almost nothing. A
single project was approved in 2017. Demo-
lition permission was granted. A $1.4-mil-
lion guarantee was posted. But the project
never broke ground. The building was torn

down. The lot was left empty. The devel-
oper forfeited the deposit to the city. Even
when the rules aligned, the numbers did-
n't.

Since then, no conforming applications
have been filed under the current zoning.

We've had reports. We've had zoning
revisions. We've had good intentions. But
60 years have yielded marginal results. The
sector has remained stuck, waiting for
something to change.

Act Il - Today: Arrested development

If the past was marked by ambition and
overreach, today is defined by nostalgia
and deferral.

The southeast sector isn't just neglect-
ed. It's become a place many actively avoid.
Safety concerns are real. Encampments,
public intoxication and occasional assaults
have made a short stretch of St. Catherine
feel unsafe and uninviting. Vacant spaces
decay. Vermin roam. All of this unfolds
just steps from a Metro station, on what
should be a thriving commercial street.

Yet when new proposals surface, they
are quickly dismissed. Too tall. Too dense.
Too disruptive.

We say we want affordable housing, but
only if someone else pays for it. We say we

want family-sized homes, but not the scale
or form needed to make them feasible. We
say we want restaurants and services, but
not the new residents who would support
them.

We say we're open to newcomers. But
the message often says otherwise. We'll
allow new neighbours only if they come
quietly, with no disruption and no de-
mands. We are not allowing newcomers to
choose Westmount. We are choosing them.

And so we stall. We delay. We revise. We
wait.

Let me ask: how many of you have lived
in your home for 20 years or more? Now
ask yourself this: could a younger version
of you, with the same job or profession,
afford your home today? Not with yester-
day’s salary, but with what that position
typically pays today?

I couldn’t. And we only bought nine
years ago.

We may feel like nothing has changed.
But everything has. And we are not adapt-
ing. We are resisting. We have built a sys-
tem that makes it hard for bad actors to do
harm. But in the process, we have also
made it difficult for good actors to do any-
thing at all.

Hubris prescribes  continued on p. 16

-

Canadians take

care of each Oth:er,

e

S

Call for an Estimation 51

many years-t

Don’t wait to schedule a new appointment to
maintain your gas-fired pool heater or heat pump
paridag efficipntly for

-990-1346

@
CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC.
DIRECT HEATING INC.
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Reserved parking, Westmount-style
T VILLAGE VICTORIA

WESTMOUNT

Nous sommes OUVERT»_S 1

g §autenez Village Vlctorm '

A

Support Vit;i.:'orla Vllqlage E
SHOP LOCAL!

P mrane o @er. T ‘ PROFUSION

SPONSORED BY MILLER I MM OBILIER

As seen on Lansdowne above Sherbrooke on June n.

NIU DREAM BIGGER SYMPHONIAVIUCOM

itepesseéurs  CONDOS & PENTHOUSES FOR SALE 514 767.4555

A WESICLIFF PROJECT
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More McEntyre Writing Competition winners

(see June 10, p. 14-15 for initial coverage of this city contest)

Names of winners in photos have been removed by the
Independent to comply with the spirit of the city’s protocol
and counsel on photos of people at its public events.

Photos: RALPH THOMPSON.

McEntyre Writing Competition 2025 winners

Grade 1

1. Miguel Jr Burnier
2.Yuqiao Feng

3. Eva Volvakh

HM Milo Kim

Grade 2

1. Margaret Pencer
2. Moritz Bossert
3. Benjamin Carsley
HM Hudson Stroll

Grade 3

1. Aila Parker

2. Yasmin Gvili-Unreich
3. Sarah Yufe

HM Astrid Waschke

Grade 4

1. Amber Purmal
2. Jonah Levi

3. Laura Millette
HM Hannah Ellis
HM Julia Shingler
HM Aya Ahdab

Grade 5
1. Nat Godefroy

2. Joshua Rokov

Roslyn School

The Study

The Study

Selwyn House School

Akiva School

The Priory

Selwyn House School
Akiva School

Roslyn School
Akiva School
ECS

The Study

St. Léon de Westmount
Akiva School

The Study

Akiva School

Ecole NDG

The Study

Ecole internationale
de Montréal
Selwyn House School

3. Zhenming (Hardy) Han  Selwyn House School

HM Willem-Loup Arsenault

St. Léon
de Westmount

Grade 6
1. Sienna Purmal St. Léon de Westmount
2. Ariella Wilner ECS
3. Maya Wyse Akiva School
Grade 7

1. Edi Obenaus

2. Beatrice Kronish
3. Benjamin Fraenkel
HM Sarah Sadani

Selwyn House School
Westmount High School
Selwyn House School
ECS

Grade 8

1. Sofia Olmos Forero  Westmount High School
2. Laya Khoury  Ecole internationale de Montréal
3. Emily Pearce The Study

Grade 9

1. Jaya Lily Gérin

2. Sabine Chartrand
3. Yangyuhe Yang
HM Abby Iny

College Jean-de-Brébeuf
Villa Sainte-Marcelline
The Study

Royal West Academy

Grade 10

1. Grace Fleming

2. Ammar Al-Qadasi
3. Xiran Wang

Westmount High School
Westmount High School
Westmount High School

Grade 11

1. Yasmine Aouchiche Ecole internationale
de Montréal

Westmount High School

3. Anahita Bagheri St. George’s High School

HM Luciana Merchan ~ Westmount High School

HM Elias Khoury Ecole internationale de Montréal

HM = Honourable mention

2. Noa Del Busso

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

S)

STUART
DEARLOVE

1
1
1
1
i
E www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

6 514-994-3187

RBOQ 8328 8514 09

sdearlove@bell.net
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

P
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ANY MOVEMENT
HELPS!

JOHN CLOUTIER

Training

B.Ed. Kinesiology, McGill

Exercises for
chair, balance (Tai Chi/Chi Gong)
and scoliosis

514-913-8039

john@john-cloutier.com

VN e e e ==
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Real Estate

ANDY DODGE

Note: The following article relates to offers to
purchase Westmount residential dwellings
that were reported by local real estate agents
as having been accepted in May 2025.
Because they are not final registered sales, the
addresses cannot be made public, but give a
good idea of current trends in local real estate
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of
these trends over time.

JAYAY
A /1\ 4

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS*FURNITUREsWOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also -
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

May sales: Volume, pricing down — Inventory up

The Westmount real estate market
slowed noticeably in May this year, with
only nine sales reported, compared to 19
in April and 18 in March. Usually, between
February and May the monthly average
number of sales in Westmount varies
between 17 and 19 sales per month, so itis
quite surprising to see the volume fall off
between April and May, though the average
volume for the first five months was about
what it has been (65) over the past 10 years.

Prices appear to be getting weaker,
though May did have one sale over $6 mil-
lion and one more over $4 million, the
same number of high-priced sales that we
had in April. But while 12 of the 19 sales in
April were over $2 million, only five of the
nine sales in May surpassed that amount.
On the optimistic side, the average days-
on-market plummeted to 48 from 92 in
April, and the median in May was a mere
22 days to sell.

Average mark-up down from April

Three of the nine May sales registered
mark-downs from municipal evaluation,
the lowest being -22.7 percent, with the
highest mark-up at 39 percent and the aver-
age of 7.2 percent, down from the 14.1 per-
cent average mark-up in April.

Two May condominium sales added to
four others in April to bring the second-
quarter 2025 sales list to six, but only one
over $1 million and that in 1 Wood Ave.
The others ranged down to $350,000 for a
tiny bachelor apartment at 399 Clarke Ave.
In all, the six sales averaged $805,800 for
five apartments and one flat, with an aver-
age valuation of $740,867, thus an average
mark-up over valuation of 8.8 percent,
about the same as for single-family dwell-
ings.

Record inventory

And if the market was not active en-
ough, house listings jumped from 134 in
mid-May to 148 in the middle of June, the
highest monthly volume since 2016. The

Ruth Stalker Antiques

Jamie and Alison Stalker
514 931-0822
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca

155 Hillside Avenue
Westmount, Quebec
H3Z 1W1

Average adjusted price for ‘typical’ Westmount house, by month,
January 2020 to May 2025, based on accepted offer dates

3,000,000
Last 12 Months

2,900,000 + 3,000,000

2,800,000 |

2,600,000 m A
2,800,000 | 2,400,000

2,200,000 [J \
2,700,000 \
2,600,000 j/\vr[ \\ /[ \ !\
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2,300,000 //'
2,200,000

2,100,000

2,000,000

1,900,000

1,800,000
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extra listings are in every price range, but
mostly between $2 million and $3 million

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

(up from 40 to 45 listings) and $5 million
to $10 million (19 to 23 listings).

Some 19 houses have been rented this
year and another 20 are listed for rent, for
rental rates from $4,500 to $25,000 per
month, but in fact none of those rented so
far this year has surpassed the $10,000 rate.

Westmount adjacent

Another nine real estate sales were
logged in adjacent-Westmount areas, with
five of those in the Céte des Neiges district
just north of Westmount, for prices rang-
ing from $900,000 to $1,800,000. With Ros-
lyn Ave. north of Westmount accounting
for 10 sales in 2023 and another eight in
2024, it is hardly surprising to see that two
of the five sales so far in that district were
for houses on Roslyn Ave.
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9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

Snow is extremely handsome, a perfec-
tion of looks and personality. A hunky
white cat, “a big boy,” with beauty and
sweetness.

Snow is presently at the Montreal SPCA
cattery, and it would be wonderful if you
could give him your heart and share your
home with him now. The cattery is full and
moving season is almost upon us. Every
cage and every vetting make a difference
for those in need. So, reaching out for
Snow for adoption gives another cat a
chance in turn.

Snow is a very healthy four-year-old, up
to date with his inoculations, neutered and
microchipped. By referring to the Montreal
SPCA website at www.spca.com, you can
find his information page by his identifi-
cation number, 2000266144, and next plan
your trip to the cattery as it is open every
day, from Monday to Friday from 3 pm to
8 pm, and Saturday and Sunday from 11

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Housekeeping/Housesitting

Regular Residential Cleaning Services and House Sitting for
travelers, damage insurance $2,000,000, some availability, pro-
fessional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.

Garden/Yard work

Garden cleaning, Leaves, Weeding, Mulch, Yard Cleanup. Leave
a message or send a text to 514-294-5562.

For Sale in Jerusalem

Exceptional Single Family Home, 8 bedrooms and private garden.
Exclusive area walking distance to Old City, all major hotels and
all amenities. Contact Gross Realty, Call: +1-972-509290770 or
email chayagross77o@gmail.com.

Handyman Available

Handyman, over 25 years experience; minor construction repairs,
painting, plastering, gyproc, ceramic tiles for bathrooms and
back splashes, etc. Reasonable hourly rates. References on re-
quest. Text or call Tom 438-483-1725.

Piano Tuning

Westmount Piano Tuning and repair. Call 514-206-0449.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
514-664-6138

Buy locally to sell locally

Big Snow ball

.
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am to 8 pm. Itis located at 5215 Jean Talon
St. West, in Cote des Neiges, Montreal H4P
1X4.

Snow is waiting for you to visit him and
cuddle. Please do not hesitate to set your
sights on him. Do bring your big cat carrier
or choose one from the selection at their
onsite boutique, which offers accessories,
foods and toys as well.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne
EN ”
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VINIAGE

MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.602-1545

Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

Graceful and elegant, here is petite
Prada, a miniature pinscher-Chihuahua
mix.

She is presently in foster care for the
Gerdy’s Rescues and Adoptions volunteer
animal rescue group. Her foster family is
enjoying her company as she is attentive,
affectionate and a little darling.

She also enjoys other dogs so she would
do well in a forever home with another
buddy. Prada is housetrained and, being
tiny, she is also pee-pad trained. She is
quiet, not a barker, so an apartment-style
home is appropriate for her temperament.

Prada is a very healthy eight-year-old,
up to date with her vaccinations, spayed
and microchipped. She enjoys older child-
ren, which is best as she is delicate. She
has not been “cat tested” yet.

If you would like to find out more about
Prada, do not hesitate to go to her informa-
tion page and link to the adoption applica-
tion form on the rescue’s website at
www.gerdysrescue.org or write to them at
their email, info@gerdysrescue.org. They

Elegant Prada

would be pleased to share more informa-
tion on Prada and wonderful photographs.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

June specials
on selected merchandise

1350 Greene Ave.

r@@emma_boutique
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JUNE
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FESTIVAL MUSIQUE
MONTREAL BAROQUE

19+22
JOIN US!

ECHO

OF THE EARTH

Montreal's premiere
early music event!

BACH + TELEMANN +VIVALDI

TICKETS: 514 845-7171
montrealbaroque.com

Alhashemi of The Study on top of the
world after perfect chemlstry score

The Study’s head girl, Rama Jamal
Alhashemi, earned a perfect score May 15
in the University of Waterloo Avogadro
chemistry contest. Waterloo also offers
such competitions in math, including the
Gauss, Fermat and Pascal competitions.

“Now in its 37th year, the Avogadro con-
test has challenged more than 173,000 stu-
dents globally since its inception,” explain-
ed the school in a press release. “Of those,
only 389 students have placed in the top
10. Rama’s first-place finish, which includ-
ed a perfect score, not only puts her in this
elite group but places her at the very top.”

This year, 4,981 students participated in
the contest worldwide, 3,386 of whom were
from Canada.

“Winning this award is a huge honour
because of how much I love chemistry. I
discovered my love for the subject thanks
to The Study’s science department, which
has continuously supported me through-
out high school and helped me succeed.

“It’s still unbelievable to have placed
first in the world, but I know [ wouldn’t
have been able to do it without my teach-
ers!” Alhashemi was quoted as saying in
the release. — WI.

A Copley

Rent
your next

dream home

Our dedicated service
team will ensure that
your rental experience
with Groupe Copley

Is tfruly outstanding.
Questions? Reach out

info@groupecopley.com
or 514 656-6437

Choose from our large
selection of luxury homes
for rent in Greater Montreal

View our homes on our new website:

groupecopley.com

Rama Jamal Alhashemi on June 12 at The Study
in the school’s renovated front garden. She told
the Independent that her interest in chemistry
began when she entered high school. How did
she learn all those complicated terms? She
replied that she worked hard and, when you read

a lot, you remember the words.
PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!
You NEep To CALL

ZOU (=] Eml:.

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall

Carpeting Experts

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING
WESTMOUNTERS WITH
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

AND WORKMANSHIP

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
d REFERRED FOR A REASON M

Montreal paid for,
conceived of

de Maisonneuve
bike path project

Work has recently been done to re-
pave large sections of the de Maison-
neuve bike path. In response to a pro-
posed, unpublished letter to the editor
criticizing the city in this regard, the
Independent asked Mayor Christina
Smith about Westmount'’s role in the
project.

She clarified that Montreal funded
the work in its entirety and selected
the initial project sections, while West-
mount coordinated with it on schedul-
ing, timeline and other logistics.

Certain proposed sections were not
done at Westmount’s request due to
either anticipated work in 2026 (i.e.
Claremont to Prince Albert) or other
factors.

Montreal obtained Westmount’s
permission to proceed with the pro-
ject, which was first presented to
Westmount’s Engineering depart-
ment in late summer 2024.

Bike paths are an agglomeration of
Montreal responsibility. — DP.

Peart, cont'd from p. 10
the future. Humility prepares for it.

Act Il -
Tomorrow: Adapting to change

The Special Planning Program (SPP) is
not a building. Itis a framework. It doesn’t
dictate what must happen. It creates struc-
ture and clarity for what could.

This does not mean anything goes. It
means we stop pretending the status quo
is free of consequence. The cost of inaction
is not zero. It is the decay, division and
missed opportunity we live today.

The SPP re-starts the clock and moves
us from deferral to possibility. It gives the
southeast sector a path to evolve, just as
the rest of Westmount once did.

Westmount was not built by refusing
change. It was built over 150 years by
accepting it, gradually, with care and vision.
We must do the same — now not just for
ourselves, but for those not yet here. For
the young adults who want to live near
their parents. For the seniors who want to
downsize within the community. For the
new families hoping to start a chapter in
this city.

This isn’t about approving one project
or another. It’s about deciding whether
Westmount’s most struggling sector de-
serves a future — or just more of the past.



June 17, 2025 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - 17

Puglia, part two: Architectural, gastronomic discoveries

Travel

VERONICA REDGRAVE

The village of Alberobello was declared
a UNESCO world heritage site in 1996. The
commune, full of trulli (conical roofs), is a
fairy land.

Dating back to the end of the 1300s, the
buildings are constructed without mortar
using limestone boulders collected from
the surrounding fields. Their conical roofs
often have painted symbols, ranging from
crosses to pagan markings.

Plan to go early to avoid the crowds. (Be
forewarned: Mass tourism takes on a new
meaning in these narrow, stepped alleys.)

One of the best parts of adventuring in
the region of Puglia (also called Apulia) is
discoveries. In a hot dusty town called Spe-
ziale, a trattoria (restaurant) called Il Cor-
tiletto seemed closed, with a traditional
beaded curtain hanging listlessly at the
front door. However, inside, the little court-
yard was a delight and the establishment
was open. Food was simple and amazing.

-~

I learnt that the Italian sweet pepper frig-
gitelli is called cornaletti in Puglia.

Later on, private chef Alessandro D’An-
drea (Pugliadelicious.com) prepared a
simple-but-sumptuous supper at the villa
where I was staying, serving each dish with

Handmade Bouquet Rings
Amethyst & diamonds, Mother of Pearl with emerald & diamonds

S ien

an explanation of the local ingredients.
Puglia is a farming area. The estates are
called “masserie.” Today, most have been
transformed into B&Bs. Offering boutique
hotel accommodation in a bucolic environ-
ment, one of my favourites was Masseria

T A

“Hobbit houses” at Alberobello, complete with the signature trulli roof.

Moroseta. I knew it would be special as I
arrived through security gates to view
fields of...massive cactus!

Their large paddle-like leaves sport fico
d’India/prickly  pear
fruit. Picked — very care-

....................

continued on p. 18

BOUQUET

COLLECTION

Our unique design featuring handcarved
gemstone petals set in 18k gold with

diamonds.

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son
Moritz Grossmann - Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles - Laurent Ferrier

2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

Lurue
514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

Travel, cont'd from p. 17

fully! — the fun fuchsia fruit tastes a bit like
a combo of watermelon and bubble gum.

A tour of the garden revealed 500 olive
trees, companion planting, fruit trees and
fragrant masses of aromatic herbs. The
restaurant is sold out weeks in advance,
with globetrotters following rave press
reviews.

[ admired the chic courtyard, once
stables, as I walked over the crunchy pale
gravel with its symmetrically placed little
trees.

Masseria Moroseta owner Carlos Lan-
zini worked with architect Andrew Trotter

Thomslil o nedi Wit on this minimalist masterpiece. Antique

and vintage furniture balance the build-
ing’s clean architectural feeling. Vaulted
ceilings and thick walls ensure a mid-
summer coolness. Stone walls, complete
with lounging lizards, add a rustic texture
complemented by contemporary Italian
lighting. For dining, there are only a few
long tables but you are seated a bit apart
from others with your guests. The tasting
menu could have been from any of the
world’s starred sites.

As dusk slowly settles, there is a pal-

ee

Snuff Bottles

® Buddha Figures A 4 pable peace. No look-at-me social mega-
f{t*ﬁ A V1 ANTIQUES & FINE ART 4 phonc? media posts. Indeed, to my great
i Vietor Isganaitis p- 9 surprise, no one even used their phone.
- Appraiser-Consultant - ,;&

Just quiet conversations and evening
crickets.

514'944'4919 Porc;i:i-n

Porcelain

Convenient, caring,
personalized attention

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your
unique health needs.

As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to

| create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones.

Visit us today and experience the difference
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI PRy
5025 Sherbrooke estorcuenén) 514-484-2222. Fax: 514-484-2205

street-level entrance - free parking in the back of medical building
pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

Dining at dusk at Masseria Moroseta.

MORE THAN

20 CENTERS

ON THE ISLAND OF MONTREAL
THE NORTH SHORE AND

THE SOUTH SHORE

Centres

())Masliah

AUDIOPROTHESISTES

REDISCOVER THE JOY

OF HEARING EVERY
LAUGH

514 419-8900

WESTMOUNT

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, TOWER 1
SUITE C-305

FREE HEARING Until
SCREENING September 31, 2025

CENTRESMASLIAH
.COM
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KENT
GROUP

PRIVATE INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT
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Excellence in
portfolio management

Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, To meet with us, please call:
professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our Jean-Francois Dion
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage ’

. o . Iy , ) . Senior Portfolio Manager,
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships. 8

or Sholom Tabak,

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it Senior Wealth Advisor,

is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our at 514-878-4216

personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio ) )
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 1Place Ville Marie, Montreal
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across kentwealth.com

Canada, with over $6 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

Wealth Management
Dominion Securities

RBC Dominion Securities Inc. RBC ®

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities
Inc. 2023. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_o01 (06/2021)
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Is your home truly enhancing your best
life? This summer, discuss with your
family if @ move could bring more ease,

J | |_ |_ P R E VO S T safety, and joy. The mortgage being

paid off is not the right excuse.

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR SALE

HUDSON
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32 MAIN ST.| $2,295,000 5011 ROSLYN | $1,395,000 1900 BEAUDRY | $799,000
MLS #26874760 MLS #26112181 MLS #11982447
Amazing waterfront opportunity JUST LISTED! Lovely 4+1 bedroom, 2+1 bath Adorable 2 bedroom, 1 bath home with parking
to create your dream home. 3.5 acres. home with double garage! and huge backyard!

DOWNTOWN
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365 CHEMIN DU LAC-MORENCY 99 2E RUE | $599,000 3455 DRUMMOND #508 | $449,000
$699,000 | MLS #20802411 MLS #19125970 MLS #20989160
3+2 bedroom, 3 bath home on over 1 acre Fabulous log home on a corner lot 2 bdrm, 2 bath, + garage. 71% of the municipal
bordering a stream. on the canals. Boater's paradise! eval. Great renovation opportunity!

Thinking of making a move,
but unsure where to start? Call me!

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

Visit all my properties 514.591.0804

jillprevost.com
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