
Camp/swimming/tennis registration starts April 22 

Summer Sports & Rec sign-up 
opens for local residents April 15 
By Laureen Sweeney 

It’s next week starting Tuesday, April 15, 
that Westmount residents get a head start 
for signing up for many of the city’s sum -
mer programs, followed by registration 
April 22 in the sought-after summer camps 
and numerous sessions of tennis and 
pickle ball activities as well as swimming 
instruction. 

New this year to the summer’s pool pro-
gramming is the introduction of Bronze 
Medallion and Bronze Cross courses. 

These are the first steps to getting individ-
uals certified as lifeguards. 

“They have not been offered here in a 
long time but are being re-introduced in 
an effort to build lifeguards from the West-
mount community,” explained Andrew 
Maislin, Westmount’s division head of 
operations and sports facilities. 

The two-week camp sessions are open 
to youth ages 6 to 14 starting June 23, with 
training for those aged 15-17 as CITs (coun-
sellors in training). 

The camp sessions are described as 
“filled with sports, team building and 
leadership activities, arts and crafts, swim-
ming and water games, active outdoor play 
time, and time to relax and hang out with 
friends.” 

Among other special 
activities aimed at youth 
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Record Breaking. World Renowned.
514.379.1333

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK | Real estate agency

KAUFMANGROUP.CA

Selwyn buys building on 
edge of Villa Maria campus 

See story p. 6

Rhinos enter federal election: 
‘Everything is our Number One priority’ 

NDG-Westmount Rhinoceros Party candidate Stephen Hensley does his best rhino impression at 
the Local 75 bistro on Monkland Ave. in NDG. See story on p. 8. Photo: Jennifer Ball.

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088

slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca
susanlloydleduc.com

sothebysrealty.ca Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

Drop off garments at Vic Hall April 10 and 11 

City’s third Earth Day 
Clothing Swap set for April 12 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Getting ready to switch from winter to 
summer? The city’s third annual Earth Day 
Clothing Swap on Saturday, April 12, “is 
such a fun way to celebrate and upcycle 
your wardrobe sustainably and for free,” 
said Donna Lach, the assistant director of 
Westmount Public Library and Commu-
nity Events. 

“The entire Community Events team 
and a number of volunteers are already 
preparing for the event,” she said. It takes 
place at Victoria Hall on Saturday from 1 
to 4 pm. 

People with cleaned, unwanted items to 
provide are asked to drop them off at Vic-
toria Hall Thursday and Friday, April 10 
and 11 between 8:30 and 
11 am. continued on p. 10

continued on p. 10
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R O C H E L L E  CA N TO R  &  C I E

514.400.7653

1216 Rue St-Mathieu, Shaughnessy Village
$2,995,000

Your Property. Our Priority.

$1,795,000
51 Av. Clandeboye, Westmount

$2,195,000
418 Av. Clarke, Westmount

4132 Boul. Dorchester O., Westmount

Price upon request
418 Av. Metcalfe, Westmount

317 Av. Claremont, Westmount
$1,695,000$2,395,000

$899,000
385 Av. Claremont, Westmount 

$1,395,000Cabaret Cocktail Fundraiser. 
Be a part of this year’s hottest fundraiser!

$1,195,000

Price upon request
434 Av. Strathcona, Westmount

1 Av. Bellevue Westmount
$3,100,000



Public Security reports 2 vehicles 
collide at Sherbrooke, Redfern 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A collision between a car and a pick-up 
truck March 27 on Sherbrooke at Redfern 
was reported to have caused heavy damage 
to both, according to Public Security offi-
cials. No injuries occurred. The accident 
took place about 12:20 pm bringing police, 
Urgences Santé, firefighters and Public 
Security to the scene as well as two tow 
trucks. 

It was described as having resulted 
when the pick-up, turning off Redfern, 
struck the eastbound car. 

Intoxicated man found 
on Barat at 3 am 

A man found lying on the sidewalk on 
Barat March 29 was taken to hospital by 
Urgences Santé, Public Security officials 
said. Alerted by Public Works, patrollers 
had responded and described him as in an 
advanced state of intoxication at 3:06 am. 
He was placed in a recovery position until 
arrival of an ambulance. No information 
was available regarding his age and 
address. 

Emergency crews called 
for running water 

Various emergency crews were sum-
moned March 29 at 2:23 pm for water 

coming from a house under major exterior 
reconstruction at Metcalfe and Melbourne. 
Public Security officials said the source was 
found to be a faucet left running in the 
basement. No major damage was reported. 
The exterior masonry has been stripped 
from the house (see story April 1, p. 1 and 
18). 

April 1 reminders 
for parking 

Now that the calendar has turned to 
April, Public Security officials are remind-
ing motorists to check for applicable street 
maintenance signs when parking. Days 
and times can vary even from block to 
block on the same street.
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Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

HOW IT WORKS

RE/MAX ACTION 
Westmount 

1225 Greene Ave, Westmount 
Qc H3Z 2A4 | 514 933-6781

Call me now, to sell now!!

1. You call, text, or email me. 
2. We meet. 
3. We talk. 
4. We map out the next steps – 

repairs, decluttering, paper -
work & everything in between. 

5. I put your home on the market. 
6. I sell it. 
7. You cash in. 
8. We celebrate!

NEW LISTING 

NDG | 5220 Beaconsfield 

Charming 3+1 Bedroom Cottage 
Beautiful large backyard! 

Centris # 17226299 | Asking $925,000

JUNE BAILY Real Estate Broker 

514.941.9105 june@junebaily.com 

junebaily.com Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

Feldman Avocats will be able to assist you 
in all your family, civil and commercial matters. 

For a consultation or to have more information about our services 
you may contact us by phone at: 514 788-8860 or by email: 

lestrada@feldman.team or mmonroy@feldman.team. 
Our offices are located in the heart of Westmount Village 

(346 Victoria Avenue Westmount, Québec, H3Z 2M8). 
We are eager to assist you.

A typical sign regarding no parking for street 
maintenance. This one is on Lansdowne south 
of Sherbrooke.
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Independent amplifies the 
negative, mischaracterizes 
pro-housing questioners 

I have long enjoyed reading the Inde-
pendent, but I must express my concern 
that your publication often amplifies the 
voices of naysayers and detractors, giving 
them undue prominence. 

In your coverage of the March West-
mount council meeting, you devoted sev -
eral paragraphs to objections raised by a 
small number of residents concerning bike 
lanes. However, there was no mention of 
the compelling reasons to support bike 
lanes, such as cyclist safety and the dispro-
portionate amount of public space cur-
rently allocated to cars. 

Your article briefly mentions that other 
topics raised at the council meeting in -
cluded “the need to construct residential 
housing, possibly more conducive to 
young  er families than high-rises, in the 
southeast” (March 25, p. 16). As one of the 
two individuals who raised the issue of 
housing, I would like to clarify that we did 
not oppose high-rises. The suggestion that 
we did is an unfortunate editorialization 
by the Independent. 

In fact, I specifically mentioned that 
many residents are open to buildings taller 
than 25 storeys at Atwater and St. Cath -
erine, given that this is an urban area with 
close proximity to the Metro. 

Unfortunately, your coverage misrepre-
sented the council meeting. While a hand-

ful of residents opposed to bike lanes were 
given several paragraphs, those of us 
advocating for more housing were given 
just one sentence, and our position was 
inaccurately framed. 

The naysayers and detractors are given 
too much attention as it is. Let’s also hear 
from those of us advocating for practical 
solutions. The March council meeting 
would have been a great place to start. 

James Murphy, Melville Ave. 
Editor’s correction & reply: (1) I think that the 
sentence that you quote above was attempt-
ing to summarize questioner Jessica Win-
ton’s opinions, not yours, but I do agree 
that it misrepresents her remarks, without 
intended malice. After reviewing the tape, 
I think that Winton was saying that the 
proposed tall buildings needed to be better 
presented in plans, not discarded. If we 
were wrong then, or now, she is most wel-
come to clarify her remarks in these pages. 
(2) It is my opinion, after 18 years experi-
ence at this job, that residents’ questions 
at council meetings (and the letters to the 
editor in this newspaper) are dispropor-
tionately negative. Even your own presen-
tation at the March 17 city council meeting 
was, at least in part, complaining, i.e. you 
said that you did not think that the city’s 
summary report (see February 18, p. 1 for 
our coverage of it) on the November 14, 
2024 southeast consultation faithfully 
reported on your use of the term “housing 
crisis” at the event or your advocacy for 
more housing at that time. To take another 

manifestation of this phenomenon, what-
ever actual percentage of the population is 
against a certain city action (minority, 50 
percent or majority), I would expect the per-
centage of such voices in these forums to 
be greater. While I will not apologize for 
summing up question periods, I advise 
people not to use such coverage as a poll 
(which we don’t present it as) and to skip 
both council-question articles and our 
Letters section if you want to avoid nega-
tivity. For clarity, positive comments about 
the city’s actions, including support, 
thanks and gratitude, are most welcome in 
our Letters section. – DP. 

Build the indoor pool 
The pool should be built for all of the 

reasons outlined in the letter to the editor 
(March 4, p. 6) supporting the investment 
in the indoor pool. Thank you to Diana 
Hernandez for her clear and concise letter. 

Ivan Spector, Arlington Ave. 

City council, please approve 
Mountainside project 
A slightly longer version of this letter was 
sent to Westmount city council members on 
March 19, and then forwarded to the 
Independent by the writer April 2. 

Our proposed project to re-develop the 
vacated former Mountainside United 
Church property has garnered the support 
of Westmount residents in the neighbour-
hood. This support was documented dur-
ing a public meeting with invitations to all 
interested residents, particularly home-
owners, in order to voice their opinions 
[see July 9, 2024, p. 12]. The presentation 
re ceived a very favourable response, includ-
ing from immediate neighbours. In sum, 
your constituents are in favour. 

Our proposed project was well received 
by the city of Westmount Urban Planning, 
with the requirement to present those 
architectural plans at a public meeting/
presentation to gather residents’ opinions. 
Urban Planning seemed to favour the new 
project, which would breathe life into an 
empty, undeveloped site. 

Our proposed project was also presented 
to the mayoress with encouragement, as 
well as to the city’s Mme. Director-General, 
and M. Neault, director of the Urban Plan-
ning department. Encouragement was re -
ceived, with a vision to resolve and finally 
to populate the abandoned former church 
– after six years of work. […] 

In Westmount and throughout the city 
of Montreal, there are numerous examples 
of abandoned churches being converted to 
other uses that better serve the overall com-
munity, and needs of the surrounding 
neigh bourhood. Notably, this precedent 
had already been set in Westmount. 

The Mountainside United Church con-
gregation, around 2017, put its property on 
the general market for sale; recognizing 
that its sale to another religious institution, 
or even rental, was unfeasible due to 
chang ed community practices and the sur-
plus of (even abandoned) church buildings 
in greater Montreal, Westmount [and] 
Quebec. 

An individual stepped forward to save 
the fragile congregation. With the city’s 
understanding, good faith and minimal 
support, he can now save the former 
church’s beauty, and re-populate the aban-
doned buildings compatibly with the im -
mediate neighbourhood. It is important to 
note that the owner’s willingness and capa-
bility to occupy the monumental building 
as his family house is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for all Westmount and its neigh-
bouring residents. 

As you probably do know but should be 
alerted, at the time of its acquisition by the 
current owner, the property was zoned resi-
dential. During the on-going discussions 
with the city of Westmount’s director of 
Urban Planning of the time to re-develop 
a residential project on the property, the 
city of Westmount unilaterally re-zoned the 
site (including amalgamating the land into 
one huge lot), thus causing significant 
prejudice to the buyer. 

The property was purchased on the con-
dition of residential zoning – confirmed at 
the time by the city’s director of Urban 
Planning. […] 

In response to the last and shocking re -
jection by the city through its anonymous* 
general committee last month, the owner 
has since agreed to and presented to Urban 
Planning, a new, simplified, lesser project 
for residential use, and subdivision into a 
handful of lots – a smaller number of lots 
than what had existed previously in the 
zone designated as R-04-01, the adjacent 
zone still in existence. The church property 
should be re-integrated therein, as it had 
been before 2019. 

Note above all that reversal of the 2019 
change of zoning prohibiting the owner’s 
as-of right to build and occupy as “residen-
tial” should be implemented. The six or 
seven years of meandering for approval 
must come to an end with your positive 
intervention. 

We strongly urge the city to take advan-
tage of this critical opportunity to address 
a rapidly escalating situation before it 
reaches a crisis point. By approving and 
holding a decisive meeting that includes 
all stakeholders – including those who 
have not yet voiced their concerns – the city 
can facilitate a constructive dialogue. This 
will allow all parties to work towards a sol-
ution that not only mitigates the negative 
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REMAX ACTIO

Bunn
Residentia l  & Co

bunnyeb

514.3
N - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

yny Berke
ommercial  Real  Estate Broker 

e rke@gmai l .com

347.1928

SUTTON, 742 PERKINS 
Experience living at its finest with 
this spectacular equestrian property. 
This property offers the ultimate 
lifestyle on over 100 acres. 
MLS 12874870 $2,095,000

New Price

Canadians take care of each other. 
 
Call for an Estimation

Dont wait to get your estimation for maintaining 
your gas-fired pool heater or heat pump and keep 
it working efficiently for many years to come.

CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC. 
DIRECT HEATING INC.

514-990-1346

impacts of past hard challenges but also 
prevents significant future costs. Taking 
swift action now will ensure a more sus-
tainable and cost-effective outcome for the 
community. 

We are asking you, as the representa -
tives of the city of Westmount residents 
who support the project, and considering 
that the city of Westmount Urban Plan-
ning collaborated on and appeared to sup-
port the project, as well as the mayoress to 
our understanding, to support the pro-
posed development. With zoning having 
been changed under the nose of the owner 
while he was working with the city on his 
as-of-right zoned project, and with facing 
exposure to a major conflict with a well-
meaning citizen of Westmount who has 
already had to pay years of expenses – I ask 
under what guise of representation does 
council justify refusing the project? Who 
does this council truly represent? 

The Westmount Mission Statement is 
attached [to the original letter] as a guide. 

To each of you I also forward the new 
architectural plan [for four residences in 
total, namely one in Leslie Hall on Roslyn 
Ave., one in the former church itself and 
two detached houses in new buildings on 
Lansdowne Ave.]; as well as the email that 

had been sent to the city, address ed to M. 
Neault and the mayoress dated March 17, 
2025. It would be most informative. 

Thomas Robert Reiner – architecte 
& urbanist, Groupe TRRiA 

Architecture & development 
consultant/V.P. for the owner, 

M. Daniel Revah 
*Editor’s note: As explained March 18, p. SL-
23, when city council meets in closed 
session it calls itself “general committee.” 
It is not anonymous. – DP. 

Thank you, Dr. Vaillancourt 
We are grateful to Dr. Vaillancourt and the 
staff of Westmount Veterinary Hospital 
who provided 14 years of exceptional and 
compassionate care to our dog Molly and 
to us, all the way to the very end of her life. 

Paul Kruszewski & Melanie Dirks, 
Parkman Place

Letters to the Editor

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. Email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com



Headmaster Downey hopes to conclude St. Matthias transaction ‘shortly’ 

Selwyn House buys building on southern edge of Villa Maria campus 
By David Price 

Selwyn House School has purchased a 
large building – 4120 Vendôme Ave., 
located on the southern edge of the Villa 
Maria campus – from the Sisters of the 
Congregation of Notre Dame. 

The story appears to have been broken 
late last week by the Coolopolis website on 
its TikTok account. 

It would seem from the deed that the 
building is not one used or leased by the 

Collège Villa Maria high school, but an 
April 4 email to the school inquiring into 
this matter and others was not returned by 
press time April 7. 

The transaction, for $5 million, was 
inked on December 27, 2024 between the 
Sisters and the “Selwyn House Associ-
ation,” the legal name of the school. Selwyn 
House’s main campus is in the heart of 
Westmount at 95 Côte St. Antoine. This 
new building is just west of the West-
mount-NDG border. 

When replying April 7 to questions 
from the Independent, Selwyn headmaster 
Michael Downey wrote, “Selwyn House 
holds a number of buildings in its portfolio 
to meet its current and future needs. The 
composition of this portfolio may change 
from time to time. The school has nothing 
to confirm regarding its asset portfolio at 
this time. 

“The decision to secure the building in 

question, will have no impact on the con-
structive negotiations currently ongoing 
with St. Matthias, which both parties hope 
to conclude shortly.” 

St. Matthias, at 10 Church Hill (corner 
Côte St. Antoine), is slightly west of 
Selwyn’s three existing buildings. 

Its possible purchase for use by the 
school’s then-new grade 12 program was 
first announced about two years ago (see  
May 30, 2023, p. 1). 

Villa Maria’s campus is for sale, 
wants to stay 

At the time of the Marianopolis sale in 
early 2024 (see below), the Sisters an -
nounced that the rest of their very large 
contiguous site was for sale. Villa Maria 
high school occupies a substantial part of 
it. 

The Montreal Gazette reported on Feb-
ruary 6 of this year that the high school’s 

compound was leased until 2030 from the 
Sisters and its real estate would be for sale 
in 2031. 

On its website, Villa Maria high school 
currently affirms its desire to stay, includ-
ing a press release from October 21, 2024 
saying, among other things: “Regardless 
of who ultimately acquires the estate, our 
commitment to the community remains 
total and unshakable: the school will be 
pursuing its educational mission on its 
current site.” 

Marianopolis bought its campus 

Marianopolis CEGEP purchased its 
Westmount campus – 4873 Westmount 
Ave., on the southeast edge of the Villa 
Maria campus – on March 21, 2024 (see 
May 14, 2024, p. SL-26), also from the 
Sisters.
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Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

4120 Vendôme Ave. in NDG on April 4.
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Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

Spring Social Calendar 

APRIL 

Thursday, April 10 
● A Taste of Montreal, hosted by The Bat-
shaw Youth and Family Centres Founda-
tion. Montreal-inspired menu by Chez 
Mylo. 6 pm to 8 p.m. Entrepôts Dominion, 
3970 St. Ambroise St. (parking lot behind). 
General admission: $250. Young profes-
sionals (35 and under): $150. batshawfoun-
dation.kindful.com/e/a-taste-of-saveurs-
de-montreal 
● Plural Contemporary Art Fair Première. 
Organized by the Contemporary Art Gal-
lery Association featuring 44 galleries from 
seven Canadian cities. Opening-night bene-
fit cocktail and art viewing. 4 pm: Mécène/
patrons, $525. 5 pm: Philanthrope, $325. 6 
pm: VIP, $225. Friday to Sunday, April 11-
13 open to the public with timed entry. Gen-
eral $25. Seniors $23. Students $20. Free 
for children under 15. All tickets plural.art 

Wednesday, April 23 
La SAMS Human Resonance benefit 

gala. Société pour les arts en milieu de 
santé (SAMS) brings the benefits of music 
to people who are vulnerable, elderly or liv-
ing in healthcare environments. Honorary 
chair Suzanne Tremblay, vice-president 
and regional head Quebec and Atlantic, TD 
Private Wealth Management. Hosted by 
Sophie Fouron. Cocktail/concert features 
tenor Frédéric Antoun accompanied by 
Esther Gonthier, as well as artists from La 
SAMS. Tickets $250. 6:30 pm. Théâtre 
Rialto, 5723 Park Ave. Valet parking. In -
form ation and reservation: info@sam
sante.org. 514.508.8908. Samsante.org/
soiree-benefice2025/ 

MAY 

Thursday, May 1 
● UP BEAT for Mental Health. A fashion 
evening raising funds for UP House, Mon-
treal, aiming to end the stigma of mental 
health. Show producer Hans Koechling. 
Creative cocktails/mocktails. 6 pm. Fashion 
show 7 pm. Maison Alcan, 2200 Stanley. 
Valet parking. Tickets $150. In formation: 
paradisurbain.org. devon.reid@paradis
urbain.org. 
● McCord Stewart Museum Grand Ball 

‘Allegory’. Honorary co-chairs Manuela 
Goya, vice president, destination develop-
ment, public affairs and industry, Tour-
isme Montréal; Vickie Joseph, cofounder/
CEO of V Kosmetik, and Marie Ginette 
Lepage, senior vice president, Transforma-
tion, Cogeco. Cocktails 6:30 pm. Dinner 8 
pm. Dancing 10 pm. Théâtre Cartier, 2330 
St. Catherine East. Valet parking. Dress: 
black tie. Tickets $1,400. Tables (10): 
$15,000. Information catherine.bourni-
val@mccord-stewart.ca 514.861.6701 local 
1278. 
● Geordie Theatre presents Dance, Drink 
and Drama, a showtime cabaret cocktail. 
Emcee Bijuriya. Starring a myriad of talent. 
7 pm. Le Balcon, 463 St. Catherine St. West. 
Inside the renovated St. James Church. 
Tickets $150. Anna@geordie.ca. geordie.
ca/cabaret-fundraiser/ 

Friday, May 2 
Scapegoat Carnivale presents readings 

of hilarious Fawlty Towers episodes starring 
George Bowser, Peter Blaikie, Betsy Mit-
chell, Philip Johnston, Vincent Prager, 
Roberto Menegati, James Loye, Krystyna 
Tomiule, plus Elsa Bolam and Maurice 
Podbrey, whose daughter Alison Darcy, co-
artistic director of Scapegoat Carnivale, is 
director of the fundraising evening. Per-
formances 7:30 pm. (Doors open at 7 pm). 
Segal Centre for the Performing Arts, 5170 
Côte St. Catherine. Tickets $75.  Scape

goatcarnivale.com. 

Wednesday, May 14 
● Miriam Foundation’s My Big Fat Greek 
Fundraiser #5. Co-chairs Linda Smith and 
Andrew Hops. 6:30 pm. Estiatorio Milos, 
5357 Park Ave. Valet parking. Tickets $375. 
Information: Miriamfoundation.ca 
● Tyndale’s Spring Fundraiser, hosted by 
Malik Shaheed. Cocktail dînatoire 6 pm to 
9:30 pm. Le Richmond, 377 Richmond 
(valet service available at $10) Tickets $275 
(includes two drinks, food stations and des-
serts) Tyndalestgeorges.com. Online auc-
tion May 5 to May 14. 

Wednesday, May 28 
Gala 2025 Temple Emanu-El-Beth 

 Sholom. Honouring Susan and Jonathan 
Wener. MC Neil Wiener. 5:30 pm cocktail 
dînatoire. 7:30 entertainment featuring 
Bowser and Blue. After party with Cuisine 
Opera Il Bazzali’s Davide making cannoli. 
Dress: cocktail chic. 4100 Sherbrooke St. 
West. Valet parking. Tickets $72. Students 
$36. Sponsorships available. Contact 
Marcy Kastner 514.937.3575 local 201. 
marcy@templemontreal.ca 

Friday, May 30 
MUHC Le Bal Rouge. La Nesra, 2020 

William. Tickets $2,500. Corporate tables 
$25,000. Reservations and information 
514.843.1543. events@muhcfoundation.
com.

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave
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When       Wednesday, April 16, 2025, 7-9 PM 

Where      Victoria Hall, 4626 rue Sherbrooke West 

What        Meet the Candidates 
2025 Federal Election 
NDG – Westmount 

The debate will be followed by 
a question and answer period. 

A FREE EVENT, OPEN TO ALL
Westmount 
Municipal 

Association

Federal election candidates 

Rhino Hensley: People prefer 
big numbers to small ones 
By Jennifer Ball 

Everyone knows that a rhino is stronger 
than a donkey or an elephant, so elect the 
Rhinoceros Party in the NDG-Westmount 
riding in the next general election, the can-
didate contended in a recent interview. 

Stephen Hensley, an NDG resident, has 
thrown his hat into the ring for your con-
sideration when you vote in April 28 fed-
eral election. 

According to his LinkedIn profile, he is 
a software technician who standardizes 
products across sales platforms. The party 
he is running for was founded in 1963 and 
has never been in power so the Indepen-
dent asked Hensley why it is still relevant 
some 62 years later. 

“People should vote for the Rhinoceros 
Party if they’re really unsatisfied with any 
other party, because we are the true alter-
native to all major parties… 

“On a serious note, in Canada, [in effect] 
you can’t spoil your ballot because then it 
does not count. There’s no box that says 
‘This is a protest vote’… 

“If you’re unsatisfied with the current 
electorate, vote for me.” 

Hensley said he comes from a very 
political family. “My parents had the largest 
Rhinoceros Party sign in Calgary in 1977. 
If we can’t laugh about our politicians, then 
there’s a problem in our democracy and 
I’m here to provide the laughs.” 

Double everyone’s wages 

According to its website, the Rhinoceros 
Party would double the wages of all Cana-
dians, while cutting their taxes in half, if 
elected. This way, the government pockets 
the same amount, and you get more in 
your pocket! The Independent asked Hen-
sley to unpack this economic strategy. 

“It’s all about the money flow,” he 

quipped. 
“Most people like big numbers rather 

than small numbers,” he said. “We could 
make the bills instantly worth more, for in -
stance a $20 bill is instantly worth $40... 

“As soon as we’re elected, people would 
instantly feel that they had more money in 
their pockets.” 

Sean Carson was the candidate for the 
Rhinoceros Party in the 2023 by-election 
in NDG-Westmount and received 97 votes. 

Tax the methane 

This “momentum” led them to estab-
lishing a Canadian environmental plan. 
While Mark Carney is repealing the carbon 
tax, Hensley wants to impose a new tax: 
the methane tax! 

It takes into consideration all flatulence 
coming from households and farmland 
barns in our great nation. “We should be 
taxing that,” he said. 

The Independent encouraged Hensley to 
commit to declaring which files would be 
the first that he would familiarize himself 
with, were he to win the riding. 

“[For the Rhinoceros Party] everything 
is our Number One priority!... 

“[There is a housing crisis] and the 
Rhino party is committed to providing the 
building materials for everyone to build 
their own igloo, as housing is our Number 
One priority. The economy is also our 
high est priority. National defence is again 
our highest priority and the signing of 
defence pacts.” 

He said that while Canadians want their 
southern border protected from the USA 
and their northern border protected from 
Russia, he wants to counter-propose that 
we sign a defence treaty only with Switzer-
land. 

“Stay neutral!” he enthused. 
See photo on p. 1.

Apparent message: Porches, railings of ‘ensembles’ can’t be changed 

Permit refused for row house 
at 4840 St. Catherine 

4840 St. Catherine St. is the house in the foreground with the black posts, as seen April 4. 
Photo: Independent. 

By Laureen Sweeney 

A permit to re-do the front porch and 
railings of a house at 4840 St. Catherine 
was refused by the city council in uphold-
ing the recommendation of the city’s Plan-
ning Advisory Committee (PAC) at its 
meeting of January 14 and 16. The row is 
immediately east of Victoria in front of the 
currently unused train station building. 

All the porches and railings of this Cat-
egory III-rated “ensemble” of row build-
ings backing onto the Glen yards retain the 
original porches and railings as they were 
built and referred to at the time as the 
“Oblin homes” in 1998-99. 

Under the city’s By-law 1305, “a group 
of buildings that were designed and built 
as a single venture (e.g. a pair of semi-
detached houses, a row of identical houses, 
a group of buildings forming one overall 
composition) is considered to be an archi-
tectural ensemble.” All also have the orig-
inal entrances. 

While Councillor Conrad Peart, whose 
commissionership includes urban plan-
ning, did not provide additional comment 
on the reason for the refusal, minutes of 
the PAC meeting cited the above reason 
for failing to give it a favourable recom-
mendation. The permit denial was adopted 
unanimously by the council.
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Dispute began over a cigarette – one man arrested, one other to be questioned 

Stabbing at Alexis Nihon sends two to hospital 
By Jennifer Ball 

There were several 911 calls placed April 
4 at 4:50 am alerting Montreal police to a 
violent fight that broke out over a cigarette 
on Atwater Ave. outside the entrance to the 
Alexis Nihon shopping mall. 

At 7:30 am, the Independent was on the 

scene and Atwater Ave. between de Mai-
sonneuve and St. Catherine St. was still 
blocked by police to cars travelling south 
on Atwater Ave. 

Véronique Dubuc, media relations 
officer at the Montreal police, spoke with 
the Independent on April 4 to explain the 
situation. 

“Police officers and paramedics were on 
site responding to a 911 call about two 
people who were injured. A 35-year-old 
woman suffered upper body injuries, and 
a 58-year-old man was found unconscious 
at the scene. 

“Both victims were transported to the 
hospital by ambulance, and we have con-
firmation from the medical authorities that 
[both are now in stable condition].” 

Dubuc told the Independent that it all 

stemmed from a dispute between them 
over a cigarette. 

“Allegedly, the man struck the woman 
with a pointed object, and it entered her 
upper body… 

“When that happened, there were sev-
eral people who witnessed the altercation 
who then decided to intervene. Police 
arrested a 48-year-old man for assaulting 
the 58-year-old man… 

“The 48-year-old man appeared in court 
on April 4 and the 58-year-old man who 
committed the armed assault [on the 
woman] will be interviewed by investiga-
tors when his physical condition permits 
it.”

Montreal police blocking cars at 7:30 am on April 4 on Atwater Ave. between de Maisonneuve and 
St. Catherine St.

Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

Heart of Westmount
Nice sunny condo in a small 
and well-managed building. 

2 beds, 2 baths, large balcony, 
secure indoor parking. 

$580,000. 
4410 St. Catherine W. 

(at Kensington)

Open House: 
Sunday, April 13, 2-4 pm



Police Report 

Station 12: Westmount’s seniors targeted by wallet thieves 
By Martin C. Barry 

With more Westmounters spending 
time outdoors following the arrival of 
spring, police at Station 12 are reporting 
an upsurge in wallet snatchings, locker 
room thefts and pickpocket incidents – 
many involving senior citizens. 

“What I’ve noticed recently is that a lot 
of older people in Westmount are being 
targeted for wallet theft,” Station 12 com-
munity relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit told 
the Independent. 

In one particularly egregious incident, 
a 92-year-old woman who had just left the 
Scotiabank branch on Greene Ave. with a 
considerable amount of cash around 3 pm 
on March 18 was followed by a suspect to 
her nearby home. 

Before she went in, he snatched her 
purse and ran off, Cst. Yigit said. 

Another wallet taken 

According to some of the Stanton St. 
station’s latest crime incident reports, a 
woman who was sitting in a Victoria Ave. 
café around 5 pm on March 28 got her wal-
let taken out of her purse while she was 
having a cup of coffee. 

When Station 12 investigators examined 
captured security camera video taken in -
side the café, they saw a couple sit down 
at an adjoining table, following which a 
heavyset female suspect was seen surrep-
titiously withdrawing a wallet from the vic-
tim’s purse. 

Shortly afterwards that same day, ac -
cord ing to a complaint filed by the victim, 
there was at least one attempt to make a 
purchase with the stolen banking and 
credit cards, although it was declined by 
the victim’s financial institution before it 
could be processed. 

Pocket picked 

On April 2 around 1:30 in the afternoon 
near the corner of Sherbrooke St. and Vic-
toria Ave., a pickpocket managed to steal a 
$20 bill out of the purse of a female victim. 

This follows at least one previously 
reported pickpocketing incident at a 
nearby supermarket, where a retiree’s wal-
let and smartphone were allegedly stolen 
from her purse by a suspect who distracted 
her briefly under the guise of making con-
versation. 

Yet another wallet snatched 

In yet another wallet theft incident in 
Westmount in recent weeks, a student at 
Marianopolis College on Westmount Ave. 
reported in a complaint filed at Station 12 
that they had a wallet containing identifi-
cation stolen out of a bag that had been 
stowed inside a locker. 

To deter locker thefts, police recom-
mend the use of a reasonably strong lock, 
re gardless of how secure or well-super-
vised a locker room may seem. 

Better yet, they suggest never leaving 
highly sensitive items like wallets or cell 
phones in lockers, as the damage to per-
sonal security can be nearly irreperable in 
the event of their theft.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

“We are really looking as forward to this 
year’s edition as last year,” when almost 400 
people participated, Lach said. “The com-
munity brought clothes to exchange with 
their neighbours and to give them a second 
life. They also perused the items brought 
by the community and shared laughs and 
smiles as they selected their new fashion 
finds.” 

Unsold, useful clothes will be donated 
to the Resilience Shelter and the rest to 
Renaissance. 

“This event has been a big hit with par-
ticipants and we are thrilled to bring it back 
this year,” said Rachel Conover, the Com-
munity Events organizer. “It’s great to see 
all this perfectly good clothing getting a 
second home instead of being sent to the 
landfill.”

Clothing Swap cont’d from p. 1

are break dance, and preparation for the 
upcoming hockey session with camp and 
hockey tune-up programs registering 
August 18 to 22. 

Among the summer adult courses reg-
istering next week are classical ballet, belly 
dancing, body design, line dancing, yoga 
and Zumba. Others also offered online are 
“yogalates,” gentle movement and body 
design aimed at seniors. 

Throughout the summer, ice time will 
be available for general skating and hockey 
for the entire family at the Westmount rec-
reation centre (WRC) where a detailed 
schedule is to be available at its office. 

While lawn bowling and croquet are not 
offered by the city, the club next door to 
city hall is closely associated with the 
municipality and its activities are included 
with others mentioned in the activity bro-
chure. These feature an open house on 
May 24, weather permitting, from 9:30 am 
to 2 pm. All are welcome to go and give 
lawn bowling and/or croquet a try. 

For people interested in becoming club 
members, free instructional classes will be 
offered between May 26 and June 24, on 
Monday and Thursday evenings as well as 
Saturday mornings. Registration for these 
classes takes place during the open house 
event.

Rec sign-up cont’d from p. 1



‘Flamen Cohen’ was a hit 
with Victoria Hall audience 

By Martin C. Barry 

Whether they were there out of love for 
flamboyant flamenco or the dark and 
moody songs of Leonard Cohen, the crowd 
attending a concert combining the two at 
Victoria Hall on March 26 responded with 
overwhelming enthusiasm. 

Billed as Flamen Cohen, guitarist/
singer Alvaro Echanove, along with guitar -
ist Jheinsen Montalvo and percussionist 
Miguel Medina, explored the special rela-
tionship between Leonard Cohen and fla-
menco with new arrangements of the 
singer-songwriter’s pieces. 

The show gave the audience of fans an 
op portunity to re-discover the late singer/
poet’s already well-known work, while in -
tro ducing Cohen’s emotionally-charged 
and lyrically-rich universe to flamenco 
 aficionados.
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Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY
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Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

From left, percussionist Miguel Medina, vocalist/vocalist Alvaro Echanove and guitarist Jheinsen 
Montalvo were warmly received at Victoria Hall on March 26 when they performed songs by Leonard 
Cohen with a flamenco emphasis.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Housekeeping/Housesitting 

Regular Residential Cleaning Services and House Sitting for 
travelers, damage insurance $2,000,000, some availability, pro-
fessional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.



Precious Kelly 

At two years of age, elegant Kelly is a 
delightful example of her breed as a Ger-
man shepherd. So intelligent and affec-
tionate, she is doing well in foster care for 
Gerdy’s Rescue & Adoptions. 

Her foster family is enjoying its time 
with her in the home, and she is happy to 
play in the fenced backyard. I am also 
pleased to report that Kelly participated in 

a board-and-train course as well, at which 
she learned eagerly and conformed beauti-
fully. She has been spending time in a 
supervised professional daycare as well, in 
order to mingle with more people and 
other dogs at play. 

Kelly is very healthy, up to date with her 
inoculations, spayed and microchipped. As 
a young shepherd, she is at the fine-tuning 
stage of leash training, during which 
puppy reactivity to people and other dogs 
is being addressed on regular walks to 
establish the new adult routine. 

If you would like more information on 
Kelly, please refer to the Gerdy’s Rescue & 
Adoptions website at www.gerdysrescue.
org or fill out an application for her at 
gerdys rescue.org/adoption-form/. 

Kelly is a beauty. She enjoys her active 
days and looks forward to a forever family 
soon. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Smiley is so cuddly 

An affectionate and handsome marma-
lade-and-white tabby, Smiley is such a cud-
dly fellow. He is presently at the Montreal 
SPCA cattery and he is ready for a forever 
family to share lots of love and compan-
ionship. 

He is very healthy at nine years of 
middle age, up to date with his inocula-
tions, neutered and microchipped. 

If you would like more information on 
Smiley and feel like meeting him, please 
refer to the Montreal SPCA website at 

www.spca.com, scroll to his information 
page from his identification number, 
2000238434, then plan your visit to the cat-
tery and meeting with the adoptions coor-
dinators. 

The shelter is open every day, from 
Monday to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, also 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. 
The SPCA is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. 
West, Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

As I always mention, please bring a car-
rier and, if you do not have one or would 
like to look at other models, please drop by 
the in-house accessories boutique to 
browse through its selection of accessories 
and foods. 

Smiley is looking forward to your visit. 
Do not hesitate to drop by to see him and 
bring him home. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC. 
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 

(Proudly serving our community over more than 20 years) 

Professional Accounting, Tax & Business Advisory Services 

$ INCOME TAX RETURN $ 
Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal) 
• Personal & corporate income tax returns 

• Consultation on corporate structure 
• Real estate statements preparation 

• Tenants’ Relevé 31 preparation 
• Financial statements & Bookkeeping 

• GST, QST, & Payroll reports 

514 227-8765 
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B, H3X 2T8 
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. Email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com



Modernism’s long history, and local connection 

Skyscrapers by the Roots – Reflections on 
Late Modernism at the MAC at Place Ville 
Marie explores late modernism through 
works by Shannon Bool, Kapwani Kiwanga, 
Rachel Rose, Jonathan Schouela, Lynne 
Cohen and François Dallegret. 

Present at the exhibit’s premiering even-
ing were the MAC’s Stéphan La Roche, 
director general; Audrey Genois, director 
conservation and programming; and Fran-
çois LeTourneux, curator and head of pub-
lic programs. 

Born in Morocco, trained in Paris (arch -
itecture at the École nationale supérieure 
des beaux-arts), long-time local resident 
Dallegret is renowned for his fabulous 
automatist drawings, as well as sculptures, 
objects and ephemera. 

His visionary imagination was behind 
Le Drug on Mountain St., sadly now long 
gone. There, his remarkable décor for the 
then-acclaimed dance-club-gallery-phar-
macy-café was prescient. Today, such multi-
use art spaces are part of the urban fabric. 

His unique creativity 
is still relevant. Recently 
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Art 

Veronica Redgrave

Audrey Genois, artists François Dallegret, Jonathan Schouela, Shannon Bool and David Hartt, and François LeTourneux and Stéphan La Roche.continued on p. 14
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the Parc olympique de Montréal commis-
sioned a re-issue of his furniture, updating 
his 1976 creations. 

Dallegret’s work has had a notable inter-
national presence. The touring exhibition 
GOD & CO: François Dallegret Beyond the 
Bubble was presented in London in 2011, 
and in Los Angeles in 2016 and then in 
2023 at the Yale School of Architecture Gal-
lery and in Venice. 

A book published for the occasion 
marks the culmination of his Art Fiction 
cycle. In September 2025, the Centre Pom-
pidou will present a French-language pub-
lication – a sort of Art Friction manifesto – 
ushering in a new phase with a deliberately 
political turn, reflecting Dallegret’s com-
mitment to current events. 

This April, you can listen live to this 
whirlwind of inventiveness. 

The MAC is holding a walkthrough 
with François Dallegret and Alessandra 
Ponte, professor at the School of Architec-
ture at the Université de Montréal. 

Place Ville Marie. April 16, 5 pm. Res-
ervations : Macm.org.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 13
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Co-Ed, 8-17 yrs of age 
BILINGUAL CAMP 

•Beautiful site and facilities 
•30 km south of Montreal 
•65 campers per session 

•QCA, OCA, FEQ certified. 
Recipient of Canadian 

Camping Award of Excellence
Tel. 450 826-3772 

www.campsanssouci.ca 
info@sans-souci.qc.ca 

Numéro d’Enregistrement de Tourisme Québec 612592

Residential Summer Camp
Sans Souci Riding Centre Inc.

Seeing adults, children and babies (premature and full term) 
and ocular emergencies. Referral required. 

Clinique Médicale Crowley 
5325 avenue Crowley, Montréal, QC H4A 2C6 

Tél: 514-856-5609 | Fax: 514-856-5607 
eyecare@crowleymd.com | www.crowleymd.ca

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com Palais Métro. 1967 collage. François Dallegret with Joseph Baker and Pierre Gaboriau.

The Westmount Independent’s next 

SPRING HEALTH, BEAUTY & FASHION SUPPLEMENT 

is April 29. Advertisers: Don’t miss out!
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

$2,850,000

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

NEW

NEW NEW

Westmount
25 BELLEVUE AV.

Westmount
521 LANSDOWNE AV.

$6,850,000 $3,950,000

FULLY RENOVATED CONTEMPORARY GEM WITH POOL

MILLION 
$ VIEWS NEW

Westmount
1 WOOD AV., APT. 1501

*RESIDENTIAL CONDO/APT. SOLD IN WESTMOUNT ON MLS 2025

1st
RECORD

SALE*

*SINGLE/FAMILY HOME IN WESTMOUNT SOLD ON MLS 2025

Westmount
16 BRAESIDE PLACE

4 + 1 5 + 1 25 4 3 + 1 2Golden Square Mile
1545 DOCTEUR-PENFIELD AV., APT. PH3

PENTHOUSE + LARGE DECK + CITY VIEWS

NEW NEW

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 302

$1,295,000

FULLY RENOVATED

NEW
3rd 

RECORD
SALE*
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M A R T I N  R O U L E AU  |  B C O M M
Residential real estate broker & Advisor

martin.rouleau@engelvoelkers.com  | T 514.933.9998 | martinrouleau.com


