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Threshold got stricter in 2021 — 78 tested homes of 125 passed this year — More testing coming
What is going on with lead in Westmount water?

How bad are results at ‘failed’ sites?

By JENNIFER BALL

The newly constituted city council,
meeting for the first time November 17,
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January 13
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received a flurry of questions on the same
theme: lead concentration in Westmount’s
drinking water. It prompted the Indepen-
dent to reach out to Julie Mandeville, the
city’s director general (chief unelected
employee), on November 19 to address the
concerns of questioners Annie Jolicoeur,
Helaine Kliger and Dana Even.

A November 21 statement from Man-
deville explained that today the population
is much less exposed to lead than in the
past. “Over the past few decades, stricter
standards have resulted in lead being
almost completely eliminated from gaso-
line ... [and] various other materials and
consumer products.”

Regarding test results from 2025, Man-

deville said on November 28:

« The highest reading during the initial
test (first sampling) was 42.8 pg/¢, or
micrograms per liter. The highest read-
ing recorded during the subsequent
sequential testing at the same address
was 70.2pg/t. The current regulatory
maximum threshold is 5 pg/€. It has
been higher in the past (see box on p. 8).

« Of the 125 residences tested (all built
before 1971), 78 were conforming, 42 non-
conforming and 5 were inconclusive.

« For all 125 homes tested, the average
concentration was with-
in a range from 5.08 continued on p. 8

Audio documentary/walk on/in
Library to be launched December 3

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Something new has come to West-
mount Public Library. It’s an audio docu-
mentary of the library being unveiled this
Wednesday, December 3 at 2 pm. The doc-
umentary gives people “the ability to tune
in to a program using earphones,” explains
Donna Lach, assistant director of the
library and community events.

In collaboration with Portrait Sonore,
it’s about the history and architecture of
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$2,525,000

the library that people can listen to. It com-
prises six chapters. Each has an ideal “lis-
tening point” in the library or just outside
the entrances that include signage or QR
codes for people to scan at each point of
listening, she explains. “Once they scan
the code, they can listen to the capsule that
matches their location.”

The other option is to download the Por-
trait Sonore app on their phones, she says.

“The app includes a

map and some archival continued on p. 9
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Newly elected politicians
greet new residents

i r——

At the city’s fall flower show November 26, David
Vanneck of Abbott Ave. and his one-year-old
daughter Cleo were among the newcomers in-
vited (see stories p. 26).

PHOTO: LAUREEN SWEENEY.
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Westmount | 1 Av. Wood, apt. 302 | $899,000 Outremont | 76 Av. Claude-Champagne | $3,690,000

CHARMING FAMILY HOME 2+1-BED CONDO ON 2 FLOORS
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.\ NEW PRICE

Notre Dame-de-Grace Westmount | 4612 Rue Ste-Catherine O. Pomte Saint-Charles Notre-Dame-d-Grce | 4684 Av. Hingston
5507 Ch. de la Cote-St-Antoine | $1,699,000 $1,650,000 + GST/QST 1820 Rue Mullins, apt. 8 | $850,000 $799,000 or $3,000/mo

BRIGHT 1+1 BED CONDO STYLISH 2-BED CONDO BRIGHT 3-BED TOWNHOUSE

NEW LISTING FEATURED

Golden Square Mile o Montréal-Ouest ‘ emount Notre-Dame-de-Grace
1455 Rue Sherbrooke 0., apt. 512 | $549,000 181 Av. Brock S., apt. 101 | $450,000 694 Av. Victoria | $6,100/mo 4437 Boul. Décarie | $6,000/mo
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Wishing you all Happy Holidays!

As seen December 1 on Grosvenor above Westmount Ave. PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

Call for food drive pick-up

THLNT 1§ THE KiT

Residents who have been unable to quhoun, assistant Public Security director.

drop off non-perishable donations to Pub- As well, she said, gift cards and monet- ———— (514) 934-1818
lic Security’s holiday food drive still have ary donations are accepted. ROTALLIACE 245 Av. Greene, Westmount QC H3Z 2A4

the opportunity to donate at a collection “Anyone wishing to have a donation HERITAGE
point outside Les 5 Saisons on Greene Ave.  picked up can contact 514.989.5222 (option —
on Thursday, December 4 from11amto 5 3) for community relations and we can
pm, according to organizer Kimberley Col-  arrange a pick-up.” — LS.

We wish you and your loves ones *
- - T :

Starting on p. 15 Happy Holidays 2,

Letters to the Editor, p. 8 N "
@l —The Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji team -

Westmount A-dog:tions, “personalizing medications through compounding since 2001”

o Lives ¢ Gilt G BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI

pharmacie | pharmacy

Social Notes: :

Y:: |ta:"n: 3e§ » 2 Local boutiques and 5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont)
b“smesses give you Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205
ldeasfor everyone.’ e - www.montrealpharmacy.com
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BEFORE
Specialists in LES INDUSTRIES
E‘- WoOod WINAOWS & S - M. RT TN
i ' = " 1977
' and doorS. ; T T Distributor of Lepage MillwO™
:. | Lk L utor of Lepage
=" You'll love what we can do for your home!
FREE ESTIMATE
514 486-4635

Martinlndustries. ca
- Showroom 8178 Montview (corner Royalmount) '"@“

Licence RBO 8004-6513-55
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Joseph Montanaro

Courtier Immobilier | B.Arch | Real Estate Broker

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

32 Ch. Ramezay, Westmount 36 Surrey Gardens, Westmount 3290 Av. Cedar, Westmount 780 Av. Upper-Belmont, Westmount
$ 7,900,000 $ 5,995,000 N _ $4,995,000 N $ 2,680,000

SIGNIFICANT SALE

Av. Argyle, Westmount Westmount Exclusive Boul. Dorchester O., Westmount Av. Thornhill, Westmount

RE/MAX ACTION | Agence immobiliére | Groupe Immobillier Joseph Montanaro Inc.
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Annual event held in Cape Ann, Massachusetts

Joint winners Goth, Vorozheykin named for new sportsmanship award

-~

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

At the annual Sal Grasso Friendship
hockey tournament between Westmount
and Cape Ann, Massachusetts, November
7-9, Astrid Goth of the Westmount Wings
M15A girls’ team and Nik Vorozheykin
from Cape Ann were the winners of the
new Daniel C. Juden Sr. Award for the play-
ers “who possess the utmost love for the
game.”

They were reported to have demon-
strated that, win or lose, “their heart lives
and breathes the game of hockey.” This
year, the event took place in Cape Ann after
the 30th annual event took place at the
Westmount recreation centre last year (see
story November 19, 2024, p. 8).

Goth, described as “an exemplary
sportsmanship player,” volunteers her time
to coach Westmount’s M7 clinics for her
sister and others who are just learning how
to play. She has been involved with the
Westmount program for the past three
years after moving here from Sweden.

The new award is named after Daniel
Juden, who was an active member of the
Cape Ann Youth Hockey administration
team and community. He was involved in
the first exchange hockey tournament be-

From left, Nik Vorozheykin and coach Rob Parsons of Cape Ann, and Astrid Goth and coach Kai
Duenez of Westmount.

Goadea x Meamaki

PHOTO COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT SPORTS AND RECREATION.

tween Westmount and Cape Ann in 1987.

Westmount again won this year’s tour-
nament, attended by those who accompa-
nied the team.

Council rents
13 more trucks
and operators

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

With more snow starting to fall and
much more expected on the way, city coun-
cil November 17 completed the city’s antici-
pated need to rent a total of 40 12-wheel
trucks with operators for the winter season
2025-2026.

This resulted in 13 more trucks with
operators needed for the loading and trans-
porting of snow, to be added to the 27 al-
ready approved September 8.

According to the resolution, the lowest
compliant bidder for the added ones came
from Cooray Transport Inc., comprising
$68,195 for the remainder of the current
year and a total of $298,935 “taxes in-
cluded.”

GOODLL

Discover thoughtful gifts for everyone on your list.

Bruimi Set
Exciugiva

Eryr Iibwmic]

" Miwaki.
CAOMOWEE

Wisit us at
4820 Sherbrooke Straet Wast, Westmount
(514) 4871-4346
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ELcUA

95+ RENTAL COMPLEX
IN DOWNTOWN MONTREAL

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 | (I A.M. TO 4 P.M.

2330 TUPPER STREET @ATWATER ELEVAMONTREAL.COM 438-701-2956
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THANK YOU,
HYDRO WESTMOUNT

There was a power outage on Monday
evening [November 17] as the transformer
blew up behind my building.

The technicians arrived shortly after
and they worked overnight non-stop to fix
the problem. It was a cold and freezing
night, and I can’t imagine how hard it must
have been for them. Eventually, the job was
done by 6:30 am.

This is to thank them and to say that their
efforts and sacrifices were not unnoticed.

MoHSEN AMREI, KENSINGTON AVE.

CIVILITY ON MUTE AT CITY HALL

In last week’s Westmount Independent
(p. 19), our mayor assured residents that
he would be “the Mayor for all” and that
his mandate would be guided by “continu-
ous improvement, civility, and collabora-
tion.” Yet at his very first council meeting,
moments after I spoke during question
period, he muttered —apparently unaware
that his microphone was still live — “fuck-
ing ass....”

We've witnessed public figures caught
saying things they never intended the pub-
lic to hear. While some have dismissed
such remarks as “locker-room talk,” these
incidents are revealing: when leaders think
no one is listening, their real character
often emerges.

What happened that evening suggests
how Mayor Stern regards challenges and
dissent among ordinary residents. We've
watched leaders elsewhere turn public ser-
vice into a stage for ego, grievance and
name-calling. Many of us believe our com-
munity holds itself to a higher standard.
Our mayor’s comment makes one wonder
whether he shares that belief.

If Mayor Stern hopes to retain any credi-
bility and respect, he must acknowledge
what he said - plainly and without excuses.
He owes me — and the community — a
direct and unequivocal public apology. And
if he cannot meet even that basic standard
of civility, he should re-consider whether
he is suited to hold the office he occupies.

RicHARD DUFOUR, ANWOTH RD.

CALLING OUT ALL INCIVILITY

While not condoning the “hot micro-
phone” comments made by Mayor Stern
(November 25, p. 19), I do take the strong-
est exception to the aggressive and uncivil
attacks levelled by M. Dufour on Council-
lor Antonio D’Amico. When one chooses
to attack the people on council, rather than
the issues facing council, one might just
be guilty of being exactly what was said
into the microphone.

JoE RuUsso, SHERBROOKE ST.

WHERE’S YOUR CIVILITY,
MAYOR STERN?

I suffered a severe case of whiplash upon
reading the November 25 edition of the
Independent. On p. 5, I read Mayor Stern’s
message to Westmounters, in which he
states: “Let us commit ourselves to continu-
ous improvement, civility and collabora-
tion.” Then on p. 19, I read that Mayor Stern
called a Westmount citizen and taxpayer a
“fucking ass...” during the November 17
council meeting.

This is the same meeting where the
mayor cut off Councilor Matt Aronson mid-
sentence as Mr. Aronson was explaining
his opposition to weekly garbage pick-up.

These two incidents illustrate a stun-
ning level of hypocrisy from Mayor Stern.
It would seem that his commitment to col-
laboration and civility extends only to
people who agree with him.

[s this what the world needs right now:
another trash-talking politician who thinks
basic rules of civility don’t apply to him?

A1AIN FORGET, ANWOTH RD.

PLEASE CHANGE & APOLOGIZE

November 25, p. 19, issue of the Inde-
pendent: “At the first meeting of the newly
elected city council, held November 17,
Mayor Michael Stern muttered ‘Fucking
ass...” under his breath but into his live
microphone after resident Richard Dufour
had finished questioning Councillor Anto-
nio D’Amico...”

It is very disappointing to see our new
mayor show such disdain for a fellow

Editor

David Price: 514.935.4537
editor@westmountindependent.com

Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney
Graphics: Ted Sancton
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citizen. At the very least, a change in atti-
tude and an unreserved apology are called
for. I voted for you, Mr. Stern, and I expect
better.

JounN Kozakiewicz, CLARKE AVE.

LET’S ALL WORK ON
COUNCIL QUESTION PERIOD

Westmount resident Richard Dufour’s
disrespectful questioning of Councillor
Antonio D’Amico followed by Mayor Stern’s
reflexive but inappropriate expletive (Nov-
ember 25, p. 19) were both unsurprising,
an outcome of deep mistrust built up with
the last council.

Over the years, Mr. Dufour has tirelessly
promoted environmental sustainability at
council and in this paper, but was con-
cerned that it was going nowhere within
the city administration and previous coun-
cil (see his letter when he resigned from
Environment and Sustainability Advisory
Committee (ESAC), December 10, 2024,
p. 4.). Apart from a simple but highly con-
troversial reduction in the garbage col-
lection schedule, the previous council’s
actions towards environmental sustainabil-
ity were negligible. His frustration had
reached its limit and boiled over at the last
council meeting.

On the other side, Mayor Stern may not
have been familiar with the often angry
exchanges during question period between
residents and council. Many times, I have
seen the director of Public Safety sense that
it was getting out of hand and slowly inch
toward the questioner.

How did we get into this toxic situation?
From my perspective, way too often the
former mayor and some councillors re-
sponded to serious questions from resi-
dents by providing little information —
mainly stories unsupported by factual evi-
dence while still expecting residents to
believe them. Residents felt disregarded
and looked down on. Perfectly expressing
this feeling a year ago, a resident forcefully
told then mayor Christina Smith: “I am not
stupid you know!”

This conflict can be easily fixed. An ex-
ample to follow, Pointe Claire recently
adopted new rules governing question
period at council. Among many things, it
disallows frivolous questions, the use of
disrespectful language and engaging in
debate. Only questions of public interest
are to be permitted. In turn, to re-build
trust, the Westmount community first re-
quires council to be transparent, respectful
and accountable at all times.

As a start, I would suggest that everyone
follow as a mantra the phrase from the
1960s police show Dragnet: “All we want
are the facts, ma’am.”

DeNi1s Biro, 5000 bE MAISONNEUVE, NDG

Water, cont'd from p. 1

pg/t to 6.24 pg/t (the lowest detectable
concentration is 1 pg/t, so there is a
range).

« Of the tests classified as non-conform-
ing, the average concentration was
11.1pg/t and the median concentration
was 9pg/t (based on the initial samp-

ling).
Where does the lead come from?

But how does lead end up in our drink-
ing water in the first place?

Mandeville explained, “When it flows
through a lead service line — the pipe that

Quebec’s history of
regulatory standards for lead
in drinking water:

« Prior to 2001, the provincial standard
permitted a maximum lead concen-
tration of 50 micrograms per liter,

« In 2001, the limit was reduced to 10
micrograms per liter,

« In 2019, Health Canada recommend-
ed further lowering the acceptable
concentration to 5 micrograms per
liter,

« In 2021, that standard came into
effect in Quebec.

What building/property owners
are responsible for:

- During capital service projects where
public lead service lines are likely to
be present, the city replaces the public
portion of the water service line,

« Building owners remain responsible
for the private portion of their service
lines,

« To date, approximately 45 percent of
public lead service lines have been
replaced, with ongoing projects plan-
ned each year to continue.

Preventive measures to reduce
the risks of exposure to lead:

o Use cold-water — Running your cold-
water tap will draw fresh water direct-
ly from the network and flush any
water that had remained stagnant in
a lead service pipe. Let the water run
for 1-2 minutes.

o Regularly clean your faucet aerator —
Lead particles can break off from old
pipes and get trapped in the faucet
aerator.

o Filter your water — Use the pitcher
type NSF/ANSI 53 compliant filter
distributed by the city or a similar one
that you have procured yourself, such
as an under-sink water filter system
that is certified for lead reduction.

Source: CITY oF WESTMOUNT




December 2, 2025 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT -9

connects the municipal water
network to a building. Each ser-
vice line consists of two sections:
a public (city) portion and a pri-
vate portion... If the public por-
tion, the private portion, or both
sections, are made of lead, this
may result in an increased lead
concentration at the tap.”

To facilitate more testing,
Westmount will launch a new
in-home lead testing program in
the spring of 2026, with “eligi-
bility for the program ... based
on the likelihood of lead service
entries.”

Mandeville also shared that
the city has adopted an action
plan to reduce the concentration
of lead in drinking water, and it
is divided into four main stages:
1. Replacement of lead water

services on the public side,
2. Testing for lead concentra-

tion in water in private

FROPERTY LIME

SIDEWALE

WATER MAIN

WATER SERVICE

B e e s 2 R

homes,

3. Distribution of lead-reducing
filters and information to homes in at-
risk areas,

4. Implementation of a subsidy program
for the replacement of private water ser-
vice pipes.

“In accordance with the plan, you re-

Library, cont’d from p.1

photos as well as all the audio capsules.”
These include the library’s origins, “Find-
lay’s” architecture (referring to the library’s
architect), a century of female innovation
(about the library directors of the past),
modern architecture, special collections
and a chapter written for children about
the children’s department.

This launch event includes lunch in the
Westmount Room, for which registration
on Eventbrite is required. There is a link
to it on the library’s website www.westlib.
org.

Portrait Sonore (www.portraitsonore.ca)

DIAGRAM COURTESY OF JULIE MANDEVILLE, THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE CITY OF WESTMOUNT.

ceive a pitcher and pack of filters that
meets the requirements of NSF/ANSI
Standard 53 for water testing. This filter is
certified to reduce the concentration of
lead in drinking water to below the regu-
latory limit.”

Exactly how many filters/purifiers has

was created by architect Sophie Mankow-
ski. It synthesizes the information and
weaves the narrative together including
original music and sounds. The project
was funded by a donation from the estate
of Frances J. Hodge, who was born in
Westmount.

The audio documentary is available in
English and French. The launch includes
samples of the Portrait Sonore recording,
short speeches by the creator, library staff
and refreshments.

The city previously published an audio
walk with Portrait Sonore about the West-
mount’s places of worship (see June 21,
2022, p. 11).

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles !

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261 E I:-'
1

Tt
E“ Sl

online
appointments
now available!

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

the city distributed to residents?

“Approximately 650 NSF-53 pitcher-style
filters have been delivered to date,” about
430 of which were delivered proactively by
the city to pre-selected streets where the
presence of lead service lines was sus-
pected.

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!
You NEep To CALL

Z OURIK:-

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs

of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING
WESTMOUNTERS WITH
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

AND WORKMANSHIP

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

@ REFERRED FOR A REASON [

LE FRAME SHOPPE

ENCADREMENT

Makes

Gifting Easy

You can now find us at 320a Victoria

Around your home and in your phone, there are items,
images and artwork that can become thoughtful,
heartfelt gifts through custom framing.

This season, make something special for someone special
with Le Frame Shoppe. Call, click or come in and find out
why we say ‘Life is better framed:

514 369 2633
info@leframeshoppe.com

www.leframeshoppe.com

*Mention that you saw us in the Westmount Independent and get 10% off
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9 months of work completed

Alexis Nihon food court re-opens, re-named ‘bonap’

By JENNIFER BALL

The launch party for the Alexis Nihon
food court’s re-opening — including a new
name, “bonap,” to capture the universal joy
of sharing good food in good company —
took place on November 25. The food
courts on the mezzanine level of the shop-
ping mall have been closed since the begin-
ning of March for renovation (see March
25, p. 8 and September 16, p. SL-17).

Amanda Clement, content creator at
Cominar in the office of culture and brand,
provided a November 24 press release.
“The creation of this new food court rep-
resents a significant investment for Comi-
nar,” said Marie-Andrée Boutin, chief de-
velopment and real estate operations
officer at Cominar...

“Beyond strengthening the centre’s ap-
peal within Montreal’s retail landscape, it
also contributes to the vitality of the neigh-
bourhood.”

The food court now hosts 13 restaurants
with a dozen different types of cuisine
from Japanese to Lebanese.

The new layout maximizes natural
light: ceilings have been raised, and the

area now opens fully onto the mezzanine.
The designers used a lot of plants to intro-
duce warm tones in a calm and welcoming
ambiance.
Ten restaurants are currently oper-
ational in the food court reconstitution:
« Grillades Torino,
« Muffin Plus,
« Poke Monster,
« Poulet Rouge,
« Real Fruit Bubble Tea,
« Shawarma Plus,
« Souvlaki Bar,
« Subway,
« Sushi Shop,
« Thai Express.
Three more eateries — Emilia, Manchu
Wok and Roll'V — will open by early 2026.
The shopping mall is located at 1500
Atwater Ave. It is mostly in Westmount,
with the balance of the mall being down-
town in Montreal’s Ville Marie borough.
The company that owns Alexis Nihon
is Cominar REIT. It owns and manages
office, commercial and residential build-
ings, mainly in Quebec, and was founded
in 1965.

Alexis Nihon escalator running again

By JENNIFER BALL

The Independent reported in the Novem-
ber 4 issue (p. 23) that the escalator from
the Metro to street level at the Alexis Nihon
shopping mall had been out of service for
months and was awaiting a critical part.
The Independent has information that it
was operational again the week of Novem-
ber 10 and reached out to Amanda Clem-
ent, content creator in the office of culture
and brand at Cominar, on November 25 to
confirm the exact date it again carried
shoppers between floors.

She told the Independent on November
28: “I was able to confirm that the es-
calators were back in service on November
177

» The operational escalator from the Metro
to street level at the Alexis Nihon shopping
mall. Photo taken November 25.

Correction

In last week’s the story on the hockey
player of the month for October (p. 20),
Andrew Maislin’s title should have read:
division head — operations and sports facil-
ities.

~

The seating area in the re-launched food courts in Alexis Nihon on November 25.

Pedestrian access created from Greene Ave.
to Westmount Square

T

f - oW i
Temporary access to Westmount Square’s concourse and its tunnel to Alexis Nihon opened on
November 27, as seen the same day. The area is the target of a major rejuvenation project (see
October 21, p. SL-22, November 11, p. 10).

PHOTO: JENNIFER BALL.
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SELECTION OF FINE PROPERTIES

RECENTLY RENOVATED | GARAGE

UNLIMITED POTENTIAL | LARGE BACKYARD TURNKEY HOME | DOUBLE GARAGE RECENTLY RENOVATED | GARAGE
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s $1,795,000 e i - $3,195,000 $3,295,000

3244 THE BOULEVARD 3015 THE BOULEVARD 117 ARLINGTON 555 ARGYLE
WESTMOUNT WESTMOUNT ADJACENT WESTMOUNT WESTMOUNT

HISTORIC CHARM | GRAND FAMILY HOME A CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE MAGNIFICENT TOWNHOUSE | RENOVATED WITH TASTE | DOUBLE GARAGE

$5,295,000 $6,800,000
3206 THE BOULEVARD 68 BELVEDERE
WESTMOUNT WESTMOUNT
PRIME LOCATION | GREENERY COMMERCIAL PROPERTY | RENOVATED WITH FLAIR

$9,888,000 — | $9,650,000:x $4,295,000

16 DEVON 1700 NOTRE-DAME O. 9 ROSEMOUNT
WESTMOUNT SOUTH-WEST WESTMOUNT

A SMALL TEAM, BIG IN SERVICE,
BIGGER IN RESULTS.

+/- $2.4 BILLION IN ACTUAL SALE-PRICE-VOLUME"

LUXURY REAL ESTATE HAS A NAME

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT

MYPAINT.CA
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RIP — Sunny the fox has died
Fox chasers to meet with Cllr. Aronson for talk on urban wildlife problem

..___‘—‘—-—_

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Editor’s caveat: This article is news, not
an endorsement of the newsmakers’
actions. The Independent does not ad-
vise anyone to get close to wild animals
for any reason, especially those that can
bite and/or that can be infected with
rabies. — DP.

A small group of Westmount-
ers who've been tracking sickly
foxes around the mountain in
the hopes of capturing and treat-
ing them (see November 11, p. 1)
were scheduled to meet with at
least one of Westmount’s newly
elected city council members this
week to discuss the feasibility of
the city taking more responsibil-
ity for the care of Westmount’s
urban wildlife.

“We're now working with
Mayor Stern and we're meeting
with Councillor Aronson to talk
about a plan for Westmount wild
life — that’s where we're at now,”

Anderson, who started the group.  treating it.

Although she acknowledged that a sick
fox the group tracked for weeks, dubbed
“Sunny” by well-wishers, ended up dying
after finally being captured, she said their
hope is that the city will agree to become
more involved in safeguarding local wild-
life, as the task is beyond the scope of most
residents.

She said at least two more ill foxes were
recently sighted in Westmount, although

A photo taken by a group member on October 19 of one of the sick
said Victoria Ave. resident Diana foxes they were tracking in Westmount in the hopes of capturing and

PHOTO COURTESY OF KARIM BouziDI — KARIMBOUZIDI.CA.

the group wasn't able to capture them.
“Honestly, [we are] five citizens who are
busy with our own lives,” said Anderson.

They have been receiving help from
Jean-Yves Lemay, a wildlife rescue special-
ist who runs a service called Détresse Ani-
mal. Lemay claims to be one of the few
wildlife rescuers in Montreal willing to
track down distressed foxes, because they
are notoriously evasive and difficult to cap-
ture.

Anderson described Lemay as
“overworked” lately. She and other
group members believe it would
be far more appropriate for the
city to take on the role.

“What we want from West-
mount is something like a contract
with someone like Jean-Yves who,
when this happens, Westmount
can call them and get some assis-
tance,” said Anderson, adding that
Westmount Public Security ap-
pears to have washed its hands
of the situation. Public Security
has failed to return several calls
made by the Westmount Indepen-
dent for additional information
on the department’s role in this

As seen at Montrose Ave. and Ramezay on Sep-
tember 7. This same fox was seen for a couple
of weekends on Sundays in September in the
middle of the day.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAURA SANTINI.

issue.

Anderson said that the group sent
Mayor Michael Stern a formal letter, while
also reaching out to city councillor Matt
Aronson, who is in charge of council’s
parks and green spaces dossiers.

“Our main ask is we need a Westmount
citywide municipal plan for sick or injured
wildlife,” said Anderson.

THE TME S HERE'
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

Tune up includes the following:

* Clean and adjust automatic controls,
thermostat and safety limit controls

* Brush out burners and heat exchangers

* Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

Yegterday we got a call from
an employee that no employer
wantg to hear.

He had declared a gag
furnace unrepairable and

verbally abugive when he wag
told that the gag wag being

explained that it wag the law.
The now enraged man

dangerous. The owner became

disconnected for eafety. [t wag

escalated and actually put hig
hands on him threatening harm.

He could have walked away
for hig own eafety but called
the police and Energir and
gtayed until they arrived.

Doing what ig RIGHT makeg
ug all eafer.

If there wag a medal of valor
for gag techniciang [ would
nominate him.

* Lubricate motors and pumps as needed

* Check for gas and combustion leaks

* Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment
* Check flue for satisfactory operation

tywww.dhidirect.net

el L]
visa & ;

ACCEPFPTED

[=]32

AEGFE103 4118 36

“ dhiservicecalls@gmail.com

Q 445 rue Deslauriers, St-Laurent, QC H4N IW2

All DHI technicians are experienced, licenced

with training and certification by many
manufacturers including: Lochinvar, A.O. Smith,
Raypak, Camus, Rheem GSW and many others.
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YOU'RE INVITED
TO OUR VERY FIRST

LIGHT UP A /s

THE BLOCK | SOt

PARTY A,
)

Hosted by the
Christina Miller Real Estate Group
BOUTIQUE

Join us for a festive evening

as we light up the block with holiday
spirit, community warmth,

and family fun.

December 326
1 O H Victoria Av.,
Westmount

5:00 p.M. — 7:00 p.m.

Photos with Santa Claus & Frosty
Christmas tree lighting at 6:00 p.m.
Hot chocolate for the kids

Festive food & drinks for the adults

Share the holiday spirit! On-site voluntary donations
will support Sun Youth’s Holiday Baskets — or simply
scan the QR code to donate now.

GROUPE

CHRISTINA MILLER

Groupe Christina Miller - Real Estate Brokers | 1 Westmount Square #711, Westmount (QC) H3Z 2P9 | Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
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Retail Review

VERONICA REDGRAVE

‘.
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The new KifKif restaurant is inspired
by mezze — Middle Eastern and Mediterra-
nean cuisine. Rows of lovely field flowers
- not rigid bouquets — welcome customers.

An investor in the restaurant, Emily
Sheiner, chose the décor: subtly shaded
pink marble was used for the tables, echo-
ing the long — and already popular! - bar
counter. Crushed limestone in the white-
washed walls gives a seaside feel. Sheiner
also curated the vintage photo areas: one
about women; another focusing on family.

The cuisine team is supervised by chef
Dan Geltner, renowned from his work with
Michelin-starred kitchens such as Bar Bou-
lud in New York and local destinations
such as I’Orignal. Talented kitchen cre-
ators include head chef Alireza Yousefinia
and baker Stéphane Bouzaglou.

Alireza’s Tahdig rice has become many
customers’ favourite dish. Cooked with a
glass-like crackling surface, the crispy rice
is made with pistachios, saffron and
“secret” spices. “It’s a traditional recipe my
mother made for me when I was a child in

Iran,” he said.
Stéphane bakes iiber delicious sweet
things: a magnificent babka (braided

FOI’
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A team of 225 +
professionals

\ 100% independent
advice
F ]

Over 50 partner
insurers

o 4

866 937-7611 4 Westmount Square info@fort.ca

Committed to better

protecting you.

Alireza Yousefinia and Pierre Magallanes.

bread) and a twisted chocolate brioche.
Hummus is home-made daily, as is the
pita bread cooked in a massive oven

FONDATION D

CANCER DES CEDRES
CEDARS CANCER
FOUNDATION

GRAND PRIZES

LSty e
Watch Necklace

“La Strada”
value $12532 $

Luminor Chrono Flyback
value $25,065

Graciously donated by

CHATEAU D’IVOIRE

$ 50,000 in cash prizes

E o T#E Scan to

'F_.I'- buy your

-IF:' tickets
.“I:-:;i_

".l! -
IEI"'-‘:'FF $250

OR contact Shoshana Nuez at (514) 656-6662 ext.228,
or email shoshana.nuez@cedarscancer.ca

KifKif brings Middle Eastern vibe to its food, cocktails

imported from Italy.

The Middle Eastern theme is carried out
visually with turquoise-water blue menu
covers and orange KifKif logo.

General manager Pierre Magallanes
showed me fun glistening “gold” tea pots,
which reminded me of my stay in Moroc-
co, where mint tea is a daily sip.

Eyal Azimov crafted the cocktail menu
with “Rose Petal” being a favourite.

A surprise was the restaurant’s private
room. Entered from Kif Kif’s back door on
a parking lot alley, “a bit like a destination
in New York’s Meatpacking District,” which
Emily explained will be made boldly visible
with the Kif Kif orange. Industrial steps
lead one past street-art-covered walls to a
large room, light filled in the day.

Catered by restaurant’s talented kitchen
masters, this new space will surely be as
popular as the food.

(Kif Kif’s vibe is even cooler on DJ
nights. Call them to check dates: 514.504.
4124.)

Kifkifmtl.com
4124 St. Catherine St. W.
(just west of Gladstone)
Wednesday through Saturday
5:30 to 11 pm
Closed Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.

Cedars Auction and Raffle

SOIREE

Encan et tirage des Cedres

“ Délices gastronomiques
Fabulous food

==

Tirage | Bar ouvert ‘
Raffle Premium bar
Encans

Service voiturier
i Valet Parking

Auctions

Benefitting the MUHC Division of Supportive and
Palliative Care

Together, we can make a difference—one bid at a time

Tuesday, December 16, 2025
Le Windsor, Montréal
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Curating timeless Tourmaline

. . Peridot and
pieces of hlstory... Seed Pearl
Lavalier

@ Necklace in

» 18k Yellow

Gold (c. 1905)

/s

Estate Signed Walter Schluep
Sterling Silver "Too Much'
Heart Ring

Daisy
e

Graduated AAA Golden
South Sea Pearls

Fine Jewellery Designs by

Monica Savage

s
- o
Diamond and Sapphire
Milgrain Eternity Bands in 18k

www.DaisyExclusive.com 1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE

Antique 14k Rose Gold
Blue Enamel Flower
Earrings and Pendant
Brooch

Vintage 18k Rose Gold Skis
Money Clip

430 ct Royal Blue Sri Lankan
Sapphires and Diamond Halo

in 18k white gold
r.ict of Natural Oval n 18k white go

faceted Rubies with 0.70ct siamidis  afiiide

of diamonds - Stud : . - :

Earrings in Platinum - b iy
s [ e

..and creating heirlooms

for generations to come.
514 938 3554
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X The Perfect Gift... *

Sleepwear by

|Polo]|
Ralph Lauren '

Holiday Winter
2025 Collection

RITSI | Cournal

The Ultimate in Fine Lingerie

Gift Certificates Available
Monday-Friday 10-6 - Saturday 10-5 - Sunday 12-5
4863 Sherbrooke St. - 514-481-8600

www.ritsiplus.com
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Origin of countdowns

Come New Year’s Eve, it’s customary
to count down the last 10 seconds until
the clock strikes midnight and the new
year officially begins.

It seems like the 10-second
countdown is as old as time itself, but
the tradition actually is much more
modern. According to Alexis McCrossen,
a history professor at Southern
Methodist University, prior to the
twentieth century, New Year’s Day was
celebrated rather than New Year’s Eve.
And even up until the mid-twentieth
century, countdowns were not associated
with New Year’s Eve or even festive
occasions.

However, the
tides turned on
countdowns with
the Apollo moon
launch in 1961.
After that, count-
downs for radio
hits and other fun
activities began.
Although some TV
announcers in the
1960s began count-
ing down to the
New Year, it wasn'’t

until 1979 that the crowd at Times
Square in New York City began joining
in. This was despite the first New Year’s
Eve ball drop being held more than 70
years earlier in 1907.

Publisher Adolph Ochs organized
the first New Year’s Eve party in Times
Square in 1904, while the first-ever ball
drop took place three years later when
the city banned fireworks for the
celebration. Yet it was not until the final
year of the 1970s for it to be fashionable
for a crowd to gather and participate in
shouting out the 10-second countdown,
a practice that is now tradition. - MCG

BPECIALISTE DARTICLES DE CUIZINE

7,1a cookery

From kitchen to table,

we’'ve got you covered

Heirloom to

everyday gifts

In-store and online,
fast local delivery

4859 Sherbrooke 5t. West, Westmount

514-481-2341 - info@lacookery.ca
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Drunk driving up during holidays

Drunk and drug-impaired driving
is illegal in across Canada and all 50 US
states. Unfortunately, instances of
driving under the influence of a sub-
stance seem to increase during the
holiday season. According to recent data
from the US National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, 29.8 percent of
all fatal car accidents between 2018 and
2022 (the most recent for data) involved
a drunk driver. Fatal crashes involving
drunk driving are about 27 percent more
common during holiday periods than
other times of the year.

www.maisongoldberg.com 514.935.1245

Bezel-set sapphire studs

Nighttime driving during the month
of December tends to be particularly
dangerous. Almost half of drivers
involved in fatal crashes between the
hours of midnight and 2:59 am were
intoxicated, according to data from
December 2023. Thirty percent of drivers
in fatal traffic crashes between the hours
of 6 pm and 5:59 am were intoxicated.

Holiday celebrants should always
plan for a sober ride home from parties
or holiday dinners if they plan to drink
or consume other substances that can
cause impairment. - MCG

FROM THE MAISON GOLDBERG

A history of Boxing Day

Christmas Day is a big event on the
calendar each year. Indeed, December 25
is a day when family, faith and festivities
converge for people across the globe.

The festive atmosphere of Christmas
Day might leave many people a little
tired come December 26, but Canadians
know the party isn’t over upon going to
bed on Christmas night. That’s because
Boxing Day is celebrated in Canada and
elsewhere, including the United
Kingdom, on December 26.

What is Boxing Day?

Christmas Day has long been a day to
gather with friends and family, but that
wasn't necessarily possible for everyone.
The working class and servants working
in wealthy households in the United
Kingdom and other locales in the British
Commonwealth typically worked on
Christmas Day. But the day after
Christmas was customarily a day off
from work for such individuals.
According to Britannica, it was
customary for the upper classes in
Great Britain and the Commonwealth to
present the poor and working classes

with presents on the day after Christmas,

which came to be known as Boxing Day.

FAMILY
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Bezel-set sapphire and diamond pendant

1310 Greene Ave, suite 270 Westmount, H3Z 2B2 By Appointment Only

l‘i‘i’
ekl T ,s ¥
~ et iyt

5 _aﬂ'
tony nin 6 1‘- i

Stackable diamond bangles

Is the day still celebrated as it used to be?

Few twenty-first century households
have servants, so the Boxing Day of
modern times is not all that similar to
the holiday celebrated in the past.
However, Boxing Day remains a festive
day on the calendar. Many people take
advantage of retailers’ sales and go
shopping on Boxing Day, while countless
others spend the day watching various
sporting events. The Premier League,
which is the highest level of the English
football league system and among the
most competitive leagues across the
globe, typically schedules a full slate of
matches on Boxing Day. However, that
tradition is not necessarily a given in
2025, as the league announced it would
move the games to December 27 while
leaving room for teams to move fixtures
to Boxing Day to accommodate
broadcasting demands. If there’s no
Premier League, Canadian sports fans
can still spend the day watching the
World Juniors Ice Hockey Champion-
ship, which begins its roughly
month-long run on Boxing Day.

Boxing Day is steeped in tradition
and remains a fun and festive day on
many Canadians’ calendars. - MCG
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Learn to decorate like a holiday pro

The sights and sounds of the holiday
season help to make this a special time
of year that people look forward to. With
its magical moments and opportunities
to gather with family and friends, the
holiday season is a period to celebrate
and, of course, decorate. According to
an informal poll from the decorating,
culture and travel experts at Veranda,

65 percent of respondents said that the
time to decorate for Christmas is the
first week of December.

Many stores now display holiday
decorations and other wares concurrently
with Hallowe'en and fall items, so people
can plan their decorating early if they
expect to be adding to their holiday
collections. These tips can help with
decorating and make anyone deck the
halls like a professional.

« Choose your theme and colour palette.
Consider a specific style of decorating,
whether it’s traditional, minimalist,
country, or even winter wonderland.
Then select a few coordinating colours
to complement the theme and existing
items in your home. Pick up these items
as they become available in stores, as
holiday merchandise often goes quickly.
« Focus on a few key areas. While it’s

tempting to decorate an entire home,
pros know to focus on key areas like
tables, doorways and mantles to create
the most visual interest. This also
makes decorating more manageable.

« Rely on the rule of thirds. Create
balanced and visually pleasing
arrangements by dividing the space
visually into nine equal parts,
symbolically drawing two equally
spaced horizontal and two equally
spaced vertical lines. Designers often
place important elements along these
lines or at their intersections to create a
more visually balanced and appealing
composition. When grouping decorative
items together on shelves and tables,
threes often look best.

« Remove clutter. It’s important to
declutter a space prior to introducing
holiday elements in order to create

a clean and organised look. Store
additional decorations and knickknacks
until after the holiday season.

« Start with lights. It’s often easier to
decorate by beginning with lights first,
and then weaving additional decorations
into the mix. Build on lights with
garlands and accent items.

« Less is often more. Keep the decorating

\\//
WESTMOUN:

FLEURISTE - FLORI

BRING HOME THE
JOY OF THE
HOLIDAYS

: =1
simple. A few elements here and there
can have a much more effective impact
than several things that draw attention
away from one another. When taking out
holiday decorations this year, use it as

an opportunity to assess and cull the

collection, which will make things
easier next year.

Homeowners can decorate their
spaces for the holidays effectively with
some guidelines professional designers
often use. -MCG

Classic touches to transform
home interiors this holiday season

Painter Norman Rockwell was famous
for his narrative paintings depicting the
essence of American life in the mid-
twentieth century. His works of art
blended sentimentality with humour and
realism and were featured on the cover
of The Saturday Evening Post for decades.
Some of his paintings portray the classic
tableaus that evoke traditional feelings of
the holiday season. Rockwell’s classic
paintings may inspire individuals to
recreate that mid-century feel when
decorating this holiday season. When
transforming home interiors for the
holidays, these classic touches can
make moments more magical.

- Embrace classic colour palettes.
Christmas colours include red, green,
white, and gold. Utilizing these colours
throughout a home will set a classic tone.
« Utilize timeless ornaments. Cherished
ornaments collected through the years
will add a classic touch to the Christmas
tree. Family heirlooms and ornaments
made from quality materials lend a touch
of nostalgia.

« Use cozy textiles. Wrap the home in
cozy touches, like plaid blankets and
velvet ribbons. Plush throws and
seasonal pillows also can add a
traditional touch to interior spaces.

« Decorate with classic figurines.
Nutcrackers and religious figurines lend
a traditional touch to holiday decor.

- Display a real tree. Artificial trees can

look realistic, but a fragrant live
evergreen in front of the living room
picture window calls to mind a classic
Christmas setting.
« Hang knit stockings. Celebrants lucky
enough to have a fireplace can hang knit
stockings in classic holiday colours from
the mantel.
« Play classic tunes. Holiday music
crosses various genres, but the old
standards from Bing Crosby or Andy
Williams can set a classic feel when
entertaining.

Evoking a classic feel at home for
the holidays can make celebrations
traditional and sentimental. - MCG




Family-friendly holiday traditions

Tradition figures prominently in
many households throughout the
holiday season. Whether it’s decorations
like a Hanukah menorah or a Christmas
tree, or a family gathering on Christmas
Eve, there’s no shortage of traditions to
make it even more special.

Young families or first-time hosts
may want to incorporate many popular
traditions into their seasonal cele-
brations. Doing so can lay a foundation
for years of celebrations to come.

Family baking sessions

What would the holiday season be
without baked goods? While it’s easy to
purchase pre-made goodies at grocery
stores and other retailers, homemade
concoctions made in the comforts of
one’s own kitchen alongside loved ones
is a classic tradition.

Letters to Santa

Santa Claus makes his presence
known one night a year, and writing
letters to the jolly old elf is a custom
with a lengthier history than some may
realize. Though it might not be possible
to pinpoint precisely when the first letter

to Santa was written, historians believe
the tradition began in the early nine-
teenth century. Roughly two centuries
later, children’s letters to Santa remain
a popular tradition.

Advent calendars

Advent calendars have a history that
dates back centuries. Historians believe
the first Advent calendars were produced
in Germany around 1850. Faithful cele-
brants can now find Advent calendars in
many forms, and some retailers even sell
craft kits that enable families to create
their own calendars at home.

Christmas cards

Christmas cards may seem like a
relatively recent phenomenon, but that’s
not the case at all. Prior to 1843, many
Christmas celebrants shared hand-
written letters with friends during the
holiday season. Come 1843, Sir Henry
Cole commissioned designer John
Colcott Horsley to design a Christmas
card that Cole could then send to various
friends. Families can design cards
together and work as a team to get
them ready to send. - MCG

ENLADREMENT
et.1924

_ 4916 Sherbrooke St.W., Westmount 514 481-1560
Akl .j ca.mpbellplcturefra.mmg@gmall com — cmnpbellpxcturefra.mmg com [ !

Campbell
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WE SPECIALIZE IN:

Custom framing © Installations

Restoration of oil paintings
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Where
celebra»oﬂ
meets style
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@EMMA_BOUTIQUE - 1350 AVENUE GEEENE®:

RESERVE YOUR FRESH,
GRAIN-FED TURKEY
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

FRESH,
LOCAL,
ORGANIC
FOOD

330A
VICTORIA

514-369-1888

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD HEALTH FOOD STORE

)
P

SERVING WESTMOUNT SINCE 2009
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Tips to keep holiday guests entertained

Gone are the days when
extended families lived in
close proximity to one
another. Ours is now a
global society, and it is not
unheard of for people to
live on the opposite side of
the country or even the
globe from their parents
and siblings. But come the
holiday season, families
often congregate at one
place so they can spend
time together. That means
that out-of-town guests may
be spending a few days with
holiday hosts to maximize
their visits.

According to Diane
Gottsman, a national
etiquette expert and owner
of The Protocol School of Texas, a
weekend is typically sufficient for a
nice visit, while anything more than
three days can be challenging for
hosts, particularly if guests are not
being helpful.

Hosting house guests for a few days
requires hosts to keep guests engaged.
Although the actual holiday itself

LINGERTIE

1379 ave. Greene

Westmount

514 285-8525
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provides ample opportunity for
entertainment, hosts may need
additional ideas to quell boredom if
visits stretch for more than one day.

Here are some ideas for making
spirits bright without having to stress
too much.

Create a guest basket

Offer some in-house entertainment

_i__—'
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for guests. This can
include best-selling
novels, a book of word
games, an adult colour-
ing book, or some small
craft kits picked up at the
store. This option enables
guests to self-soothe if
boredom strikes.

AV

Host a movie marathon

When guests visit,
hosts can whip up some
microwave popcorn and
additional snacks and cue
up a few different films.
They can be holiday
classics or movies that
will bring back fond

e - memories.

-1.

Take a trip

This time of year there are plenty of
activities going on. Plan a drive over to
a Christmas tree farm that may be
offering rides through the fields or has
a hot cocoa station. Walk down the main
street of a quaint local town and savour
all of that cozy flavour. Time a trip to a
tree lighting or another holiday-related

Happy
Holidays

special event, drive around at night and
look at neighbourhood lighting displays
or a simple walk in scenic, peaceful
park.

Make an edible craft

Spend some time in the kitchen
making gingerbread cookies or another
relatively easy holiday treat. Guests can
customize their desserts with coloured
sprinkles or other embellishments.

Set up Christmas karaoke

Get everyone in the holiday spirit by
streaming instrumental tracks of
favourite holiday carols and songs.
Everyone takes turns singing a tune,
whether they’re great singers or not.
The fun is in giving it a shot and
laughing along the way.

Go on a crawl

Whether it’s to visit area pubs,
diners, dessert shops, or coffee spots,
pick a few different places to stop in so
everyone can get some fresh air and
have a little fun.

Entertaining guests for the holidays
requires some creative thinking and a
willingness to have a little fun. - MCG
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City names new Public Works director

Ubner-Sauveur comes to vacant position from Montreal North

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council November 17 appointed
Maxime Ubner-Sauveur to head the city’s
Public Works department as director. This
is the city’s largest department.

He comes from the Montreal North bor-
ough of the city of Montreal, where he is
reported to have served as director of Pub-
lic Works “and related divisions” and had

been a keynote speaker at events such as
an annual symposium on public works
hosted by the Union of Quebec Municipal-
ities (UMQ), where he shared best prac-
tices for integration and inclusion within
the workplace.

The Westmount position has been vacant
following the re-assignment of the former
director, Robert Talarico, and his subse-
quent resignation, according to the recent

council resolution.

The new appointment is effective
December 2, as was moved by Councillor
Jeff Shamie, whose commissionership on
the newly elected council includes Public
Works.

The appointment comes at the start of
a demanding time of year at Public Works
faced by the need for special attention to
the city’s slippery mountainside streets.

Public Security asks for leaves to be contained when collected

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Two tickets were issued last week for
the use of gasoline-fired leaf blowers,
underlining the prohibition in Westmount
of this type of equipment, Public Security
officials said.

While electric blowers are permitted,
“we're asking that residents and their gar-
deners rake leaves and dispose of them
into trucks and bags to prevent them being
blown into the street, drain and down the
hill,” said Public Security director Greg
McBain.

“We ask for co-operation in this regard
especially so that leaves do not blow onto
the sidewalk, making them slippery,” Mc-
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Mike Nizzola

514-895-8077

info@irrigationeautech.com
www.irrigationeautech.com

RE/MAX

Ron Benveniste
514.942.9352
Toujours disponible a répondre a vos questions
Always available to answer your questions
RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

Bain explained.

Tickets were reported issued November
27 on the upper levels for the use of the
illegal gasoline-fired equipment. In one case,
the ticket was reported in the amount of
$468 when issued to the company for which
the offender worked. In the other incident,
a ticket for $158 was given to the user.

In both cases, patrollers “observed” the
leaf blowers in use: one on Shorncliffe, the
other on Lexington where the user “tried
to quickly switch to an electric one.”

Man found ‘in crisis’
on Victoria sidewalk

A man described as “in crisis” Novem-

ber 26 was found seated in the middle of
the sidewalk outside the Metro store on
Victoria, Public Security said last week.

He appeared “upset and angry” when
found at 12:30 pm where a baby carriage
containing his belongings was also des-
cribed as upset. Due to his “violent nature,”
the responders decided to “monitor the
situation” and wait for police, who had
been called to respond.

As the man began picking up his be-
longings, he appeared calmer.

A witness was reported to have told
Public Security that the man had broken a
window on a white Range Rover. No other
details were reported.

SMALLER
» ¥ NEST

ﬁ Downsizing

A gentle and personalized approach

in helping seniors relocate

Manage your entire move

Create your new layout in 3D
Empty an apartment or house
Donate unwanted items

Arrange an estate sale
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc...
Arrange a moving company

Pack & unpack your moving boxes

Set up your new smaller nest

(514) 808-4248
kathleen@smallernest.com
www.smallernest.com

"q\ :..'-j'.l
VILLE DE | CITY Ol

k]

WESTMOUNT

samedi 31 janvier 2026.

EMPLOIS D'ETE 2026

Vous pouvez postuler dés maintenant pour un emploi d'été a la Ville de
Westmount. La liste des postes et le formulaire d'application en ligne
sont disponibles a westmount.org/emploisdete.

La date limite pour soumettre votre candidature est le

Seules les personnes retenues seront rencontrées pour une entrevue.

Saturday, January 31, 2026.

westmount.org

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT 2026

You can apply for a summer job at the City of Westmount as of now.
The list of positions and the online application form are available
online at westmount.org/summerjobs.

The deadline to submit your application is

Only selected applicants will be interviewed.
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ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545
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Real Estate

ANDY DODGE

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in July 2025, gleaned from city sources.
A list of sales can be found on p. 23.

Real estate sales registered in July this
year revealed some wild variations but a

73 Somerville.

July transfers: Some wild sales

very strong interest in capturing a West-
mount address while they are still (re-
latively) affordable.

Not so 43 Surrey Gardens, which brought
its owners $15 million for a house that they
had purchased for $3,668,000 in February
2023, and that was evaluated on the 2023
valuation roll as $3,685,000. Thus, the
mark-up over valuation for the latest sale
was more than 300 percent — four times
the valuation —a figure we haven’t seen in
Westmount in many years. It was a private
sale, but the list of extras and improve-
ments in the title deed was an indication
it had been extensively renovated.

On the opposite end of the sale was 73
Somerville Ave., which sold for $724,000
or 32.1 percent below its $1,065,500 valu-
ation, a house which, like many of the
neighbouring houses, still suffers from the
clearly visible signs of shifting, having
been built on what, in the 19th century, was
a large swampland, according to city maps.
Many of the other houses have had sloping
floors re-built, and there is a building per-
mit posted on the door, but there was little
sign of activity when we photographed the
house last week.

Those two outlier sales make up the op-
posite ends of a July list of 22 Westmount

115 Chemin Sugar Hill, Lac-Brome

Real estate agency. Independently owned and operated

G/B/M

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

A prestigious residence located in one of the most sought-after areas of the region of Lake Brome. Available as a
monthly rental. The property comes fully furnished and equipped, and includes concierge services. MLS 14176541

MARIE-PIERS BARSALOU
Certified Real Estate Broker

450.577.0272

JOHANNE MEUNIER

Real Estate Broker

514.926.5626

450.243.0808
BARSALOUMEUNIER.COM

$17,000/m

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Québec

43 Surrey Gardens.

single-family homes, only three fewer than
were registered in June.

Excluding the two sales above, the range
of prices went from $995,000 for 119 Lewis
Ave. to $5,450,000 for 630 Clarke Ave., and
the variations from valuation ranging from
-8.6 percent for 73 Chesterfield Ave. to
+62.9 percent for a house at 429 Mount Ste-

phen Ave.

Statistically, the average price of the
22 house sales was $3,033,618 and the aver-
age mark-up over valuation leapt from 17.6
percent in June to 32.5 percent in July. If
we remove the two extreme sales from the
mix, we come to an aver-
age price of $2,551,000 continued on p. 27

...................

Westmount Dental Care

\Anne-Marie
Larve
514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!
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Dr. Douglas E. Hamilton

Ron Benveniste

514.942.9352

Toujours disponible a répondre a vos questions
Always available to answer your questions

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers
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Bought & Sold — real estate transfers in July

ADDRESS VENDOR PrICE 2023 VaL RATIO (%)
104 Arlington Tyler Grant Kim & Sabrina Olga Henrioux $3,565,000 $2,969,500 20.1%
73 Chesterfield Pierre-Marc Jasmin $1,810,000 $1,980,900 -8.6%
630 Clarke Ilham Sbihi & Khallid Belkhou $5,450,000 $5,237,100 4.1%
175 Cote St.Antoine Hongmei Liu $2,230,000 $2,374,200 -6.1%
343 Grosvenor Adam (Antoni) Borowczyk & Marie Farmer $2,200,000 $1,635,100 34.5%
507 Grosvenor Andrij Serbyn & Bohdana Ratitch $1,995,000 $1,789,900 11.5%
632 Grosvenor Michel Gil $2,125,000 $1,821,600 16.7%
111 Irvine Yi Cao $995,000 $1,084,200 -8.2%
764 Upper Lansdowne David Crosbie & Claudette Girard $1,725,000 $1,797,200 -4.0%
119 Lewis Susan Briscoe Testamentary Trust (two members of Briscoe family) $1,250,000 $1,025,000 22.0%
364 Metcalfe Russell Kirstein & Geneviéve Bettinville $3,175,000 $2,483,800 27.8%
365 Metcalfe Barbara Duchesne (Roubert) $3,450,000 $3,065,400 12.5%
465 Mount Pleasant Harry Grivakis $3,300,000 $2,038,300 61.9%
429 Mount Stephen He Wei $1,705,000 $1,699,500 0.3%
710 Upper Roslyn Jean-Jeremie Siow & Anne Mary Mekhael $2,500,000 $2,168,000 15.3%
44 Somerville Claudette Dagenais & Lionel Collins $2,250,000 $1,660,600 35.5%
73 Somerville Mitsuru Osawa Cope $724,000 $1,065,500 -32.1%
462 Strathcona Zachary Levine & Catherine Henin $3,550,000 $3,023,800 17.4%
119 Sunnyside Josée Maillette & Pierre-Antoine Fradet $3,655,000 $3,682,900 -0.8%
43 Surrey Gardens William Trihey & Tara Garbarino $15,000,000 $3,685,000 307.1%
21 Thornhill Ben Battat & Martha Nicol $2,600,000 $2,650,400 -1.9%
56 Windsor Helen Glen Tucker $1,490,000 $1,450,100 2.8%

continued on p. 27

PROFUSION | Forbes

| M M OB I LI ER GLOBAL PROPERTIES

TINA BAER

Real Estate Broker

514.603.9870

tbaer@profusion.global
22 Heath, Hampstead 4 + 1 Bedroom - profusion.global
$2,149,000

© Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All Rights Reserved.
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Rotary Report

Maccarone takes on CAQ’s Bill 2, ‘an alarmmg,

By JENNIFER BALL

According to Statistics Canada data
from the 2021 census, Westmount had
19,658 residents, 1,280 of whom work in
health care and social assistance.

Liberal provincial legislator Jennifer
Maccarone — who has sat in the Quebec
provincial assembly since 2018 — had that
seven percent of the city’s population and
their families top of mind when she spoke
to the Westmount Rotary Club about Bill
2, which she called an “alarming and repul-
sive piece of legislation.”

Bill 2 is a controversial health reform
law that overhauls how doctors and phar-
macists are compensated, tying payments
to performance metrics and granting the
government broad powers over profes-
sional negotiations.

Quickly adopted by government

Maccarone told Rotarians at Victoria
Hall on November 19, that “I would love to
give you all the information on the 214
articles in that bill, [but] nobody read it
until the Thursday, and then it got adopted
formally on Friday morning at 3:30 am
because the government called closure on
it”

On October 25, the Coalition Avenir
Québec (CAQ) government bypassed ex-

Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

At only two years of age, stunning Tha-
nos is already so athletic and social. This
wonderful youngster is presently at the
Montreal SPCA kennel, where he is active
and keen on staff and volunteer compan-

tended debate and pushed through the
health reform law, which overhauls phys-
ician compensation and imposes perform-
ance-based metrics.

Maccarone said, “The only people that
got to see it was [the CAQ].”

Under Bill 2, the Régie de I'assurance
maladie du Québec (RAMQ) now plays a
central role in determining your medical
need by assigning a “vulnerability code” to
each patient, which directly affects how
doctors are compensated.

Maccarone said “According to the bill —
and this makes me very angry, so forgive
me, but I've got kids that live with handi-
caps, and my kids need regular visits to
doctors — it’s the RAMQ that’s going to
decide your need now, not your medical
professional.”

According to Maccarone, “You're going
to have a colour, you're going to be red,
which is a big need, or orange, or yellow,
or green. I asked the [CEO] of the hospital
[in Shawinigan where Maccarone was on
November 14]: ‘What’s your opinion of [Bill
2]? How is this going to affect care?” And
they had no idea what I was talking about...

“It’'s based on performance, and it’s
based on a lot of subjectivity and not objec-
tivity, and it means that there’s going to be
police in the system...

“You are going to have an inspector and

From left, Jennifer Maccarone the Liberal prov-
incial legislator for Westmount-St. Louis and the
Rotary Club of Westmount'’s president. Nickolas
Cieslinski. at a November 19 Rotary Club of
Westmount luncheon.

a chief inspector who are going to police
our doctors to make sure that they're doing
what’s expected of them and to help ana-
lyze the ability for them to submit what
would be considered reasonable for their
remuneration.”

Legal challenges, already
The Association québécoise des phar-

repulswe piece of legislation’

maciens propriétaires (AQPP) have
launched a legal challenge against Bill 2,
arguing it violates their rights and imposes
unconstitutional restrictions. Their main
concern being that Section 208 of Bill 2
gives the minister of Health unilateral
power to modify existing agreements if
deemed necessary to improve access to
care.

The Fédération des médecins spécial-
istes du Québec (FMSQ) filed a lawsuit in
Superior Court to suspend parts of Bill 2,
arguing it violates individual freedoms and
bans legitimate labour actions.

Maccarone called it “an alarming, re-
pulsive piece of legislation that I cannot
wait —in the event there’s a change in gov-
ernment — to just throw [it] in the garbage
because it should not ever, in a million
years in any democratic society, be adopted
like that.”

Maccarone is the chair of the committee
on Transportation and the Environment
and the official opposition critic for public
security, the fight against racism and for
the LGBTQ2 community. She also unpack-
ed her public security and family dossiers
for Rotarians in detail.

Jennifer Ball, the reporter who authored
this story, is a member of the Rotary
Club of Westmount.

Young Thanos

ionship for learning and joining other dogs
for playtime.

Thanos has a lot of the young-Dober-
man type in his appearance and carriage.
You can see it through his beautiful fea-
tures and slim build. He is very healthy, up
to date with his inoculations, neutered and
microchipped.

Please refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com, scroll through the

listings for Thanos’ information page by
his identification number, A2000338642,
then plan your visit with him and the adop-
tion coordinators at the shelter.

The SPCA is open every day, with the
Monday to Friday schedule from 3 pm to
8 pm, while its Saturday and Sunday sched-
ule is from 11 am to 6 pm. It is located at
5215 Jean Talon St. West, Cote des Neiges,
Montreal H4P 1X4.

Thanos is a majestic and bright young
dog, with so much affection and energy to
share with a family. Please do not hesitate

Mary Hagerman, author of The Black Belt Investor,
will speak at the Westmount Public Library.

Participants will explore how sell=knowledge, discipline, and
confidence are essential to embracing the journey tovwards

Use the QR code or call 514 989-5300 %5355 to register

prosperity.

Wednesday, December 3 at Tpm
Biblinthiégue publique de Westmownl - Westrmount Public Library
4574 rue Sherbrooks owest, Westmeount

TAYAY
L /\ 4
Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

to visit him and make arrangements for
adoption.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and ref-
erences provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.
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Police Report

Sherbrooke St. taxi driver demanded $50 fee for return of lost iPhone

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. have
opened an investigation into a Sherbrooke
St. taxi driver who is alleged to have refused
to return a customer’s lost iPhone unless
the driver was paid a hefty $50 fee.

According to Station community rela-
tions officer Cst. Mike Yigit, the complain-
ant, an off-island resident, was at the Mon-
treal General Hospital on November 20
when he realized he no longer had his cell
phone.

Using a location app on another device
to find the missing iPhone, the owner’s
wife determined that the phone was in
motion but had stopped in front of an ad-
dress on Sherbrooke St. in Westmount.

Going to the scene, the woman realized
that the phone was inside a taxi. Walking
up to the vehicle to ask the driver whether
he had found the phone, he allegedly told
her he would return it upon payment of
$50.

“She refused and she called the police,”
said Yigit. Although police responded but
were weren’t able to reach the taxi in time,

Are taxi drivers

ransoming phones?

A resident recently called the Inde-
pendent with a phone-ransom story
similar to the one in the Police Report
above.

On November 13, the reader took a
cab only to realize that she had left her
phone in it. She called the cab company
but they demanded $100 for its return.
She agreed, but bargained them down
in person.

“I told them that I wasn't going to
pay more than $60,” she told the Inde-
pendent. — W1

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

S)

STUART
DEARLOVE

www.stuartdeariove.com

Standard & Restorafive Painting
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

6 514-994-3187

RBQ 8328 8514 09

sdearlove@bell.net
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

the woman provided them with a licence
plate number, added Yigit.

Smartphone owners have sometimes
complained that, even when they manage
to locate their phone when it is lost, the
police are reluctant to intervene.

Yigit confirmed that even when they
know the civic address where a missing
phone has been located, they are often
limited in what they can do because the
geo-location app doesn’t provide apartment
numbers within multi-unit buildings.

As well, he continued, there are legal
considerations.

“We don’t have the powers to step into
apartments,” said Yigit. “So, oftentimes we
take the address down, we follow our inves-
tigative methods, but the only way we're
able to proceed is if there’s a specific loca-
tion.”

All the same, with the licence plate and
other investigative means, the police now
know the name of the taxi driver, according
to Yigit. Whether charges are laid will
depend on the outcome of the investiga-
tion.

Police: Don’t leave purchases and
valuables in, or in sight in, cars

With the onset of the Christmas season
when many Westmounters are shopping,
the police are advising car owners to be
especially careful not to leave purchases or
valuable personal belongings exposed and
vulnerable to opportunistic thieves who
break into vehicles.

On November 21, a woman who had
parked on St. Catherine St. near Alexis
Nihon Plaza left a Gucci purse on the rear
seat of the vehicle.

When she returned a while later, she
found a rear window had been smashed
and the purse was missing.

“This type of crime, we see a noticeable
increase this time of year,” said Yigit.
“People will do their shopping and they

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

will leave packages or other things in
the back seat and people passing by will
see.”

He suggested keeping a blanket in the
car and using it to cover anything that can’t
be otherwise concealed. Alternatively, the
trunk is an even better storage place as its
contents are shielded from the eyes of in-
truders.

Amazon delivery stolen

A Victoria Ave. resident may think twice
the next time they order merchandise from
Amazon for home delivery. Their latest
purchase was filched by a porch pirate on
November 22.

“The Christmas holidays brings a lot
that,” said Yigit, noting that larger and cost-
lier items are often ordered for home
delivery this time of year, drawing increas-
ed attention from porch thieves.

He said Station 12 has filed charges
against a number of individuals, often re-
peat offenders, who were prosecuted with
evidence provided by Ring home security
system cameras that recorded their ac-
tions.

Gym lockers broken into

Station 12 is urging gym users to be
extra cautious following a series of locker-
room thefts. During the incidents, which
were all on November 26, the padlocks on
three lockers at a Sherbrooke St. sports and
recreation facility were sheared and their
contents stolen.

Among the personal items taken were
wallets containing banking cards and per-
sonal IDs, cash and jewelry. The preventive
advice of the police is to not store key valu-
ables in gym lockers and to leave them at
home instead.

RAVA4 stolen

Finally, car thieves continue to target
vehicles (especially valued or high-end

ones) in Westmount.

During the overnight hours on Novem-
ber 23, a RAV4 compact SUV was stolen
from a parking spot near the corner of
Sherbrooke St. and Prince Albert Ave.

This make of car was on recent list of
the most stolen vehicles in Canada over the
past year.

Among the vehicles stolen off West-
mount’s streets in the past few weeks were
two Jeep Wranglers (also on the Top-10 list)
and a Chevrolet Volt.

WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE

*Touch-ups and Repairsi.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and
Staining

+Kitchen Cabinets

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Lamp Repairs

25 years' experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

 In-home service
* Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol
514-582-3906

Ruth Stalker Antiques

Jamie and Alison Stalker
514 931-0822
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca

155 Hillside Avenue
Westmount, Quebec
H3Z 1W1
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‘Fall’ flower show a prelude to holidays

Volunteers, newcomers turn out to meet new council, each other

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

It was one of the first opportunities
many of the city’s volunteers, along with
newcomers, had to meet the new mayor
and members of the newly elected city
council, five (of eight) of whom are new.
The event at Victoria Hall November 26
was the traditional opening reception for
the city’s annual fall flower show. Usually
held earlier in the fall, it was later this year
owing to the municipal elections.

This year, the concert hall was packed

with attendees, who were welcomed along
with their guests and families. It was also
an occasion for those present to meet the
city’s department directors or their repre-
sentatives, who served the wine during the
evening.

Opening the event, Mayor Michael Stern
explained that “the reception offers us a
moment to greet our newest residents, to
celebrate the many people who contribute
to the life of our community and to express
our gratitude to the volunteers whose dedi-
cation and generosity shape the very spirit

of Westmount.

“Very quickly, you will see that West-
mount is not just a place to live but a com-
munity to belong to.”

Councillor Matt Aronson, commission-
er of legal affairs, communications and for
parks and green spaces, invited the new-
comers to meet the city’s directors and
other employees, describing them as “the
engine of the municipal government” who
keep the lights on, the snow cleared, the
permits processed, the library doors open,
get things done — often while we [on coun-

Rain leaks through conservatory roof durmg flower show

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

What caused rain to leak though the
roof of the city’s iconic conservatory during
the reception for the city’s fall flower show
November 26? That is the question city
officials were still pondering the next day.

“Unfortunately, the water infiltration
kept us busy last night,” explained Tom
Flies, the city’s senior director, project
management and land use, who had been
among city officials at the fall flower show
reception in Victoria Hall.

“We do not yet know the extent of the
water infiltration and will need to carry out
a thorough inspection to determine the
precise entry point of the water in order to
initiate the necessary repairs.”

It was only a few minutes before people
started making their way down from the

" 9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

Wee Jelly male kitten is a black-and-
white contrast, while Bean female kitten is
a grey-and-white contrast.

opening reception in Victoria Hall to view
the actual flower show that rain could be
seen running down the sloping sides of the
conservatory.

“We did not close access to the green-
house after putting up the buckets,” he

pointed out. “The water infiltration did not
warrant a closure of the conservatory green-
house.”

It was on September 20, 2015 that a
pane of glass fell from the roof of the orig-
inal structure, narrowly missing a man

cil] are still debating how to optimally
schedule garbage.”

He also introduced the gardening team:
Mélanie Binninger and Christine Dupuis
led by Giovanni D’Amico from Public
Works.

While traditionally many of the flowers
on display tended to be the seasonal chry-
santhemums, this year’s display held later
in the year featured the holiday poinsettias
as later visited by many of the attendees
while rain leaked down into strategically
placed buckets (see below).

seated below.

This resulted in the immediate closure
of the structure for safety reasons and led
to a $6-million restoration project (October
20, 2015, p. 1).

Jelly bean? No, Jelly and Bean

This ever so tiny and young brother and
sister bonded pair are presently available
for adoption from the Montreal SPCA cat-
tery. Please go as soon as possible for them.
The earlier they are in your hands and in
your home environment, the better.

Jelly and Bean are very healthy for their
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34" WESTMOUNT OLD TIMERS CHARITY HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
All proceeds go to The Montreal Children’s Hospital & CHU Ste-Justin Foundations

https://galabid.com/34th-westmount-swat

Including: Choice sets of Habs tickets, Via Rail travel & hotel in Toronto, retail shopping
certificates, items from local stores, restaurant certificates and much, much more.

More auction info & RAFFLE tickets for a Team Signed Habs Jersey
visit the main floor of the Westmount Recreation Center, Dec. 6 - Dec 7.
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December 7, 2025
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S
young age, as they will be inoculated when
age appropriate and sterilized during the
kitten sterilization age bracket, and also
microchipped.
Please refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com, scroll to their kitten

presentation pages from their identifica-
tion numbers, 2000337190 for Jelly and
2000337188 for Bean.

Then prepare your
visit to the Montreal
SPCA shelter, which is
located at 5215 Jean Talon
St. West, Cote des Neiges,
Montreal H4P 1X4. They
are open for visits and
adoption every day, from
Monday to Friday from
3 pm to 8 pm, then Sat-
urday and Sunday from
11 am to 6 pm.

Please bring a carrier
for them together, or you
can purchase one at the
onsite boutique, where
you have a wide selection
of foods, toys, beds and
accessories as well to set up your home
for them.

Jelly and Bean need to be placed soon.
Please take them into your arms and hearts
for many years of love.

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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Bought & Sold — real estate transfers in July... continued from p. 23

ADDRESS VENDOR PRICE 2023 VaL RaTIO (%)

TRIPLEXES

3249-53 St. Antoine Jennifer Cram $1,050,000 $1,027,900 2.2%

58 Thornhill Hilda Georgia Egerszegi $1,750,000 $1,833,900 -4.6%

77-79 Windsor Fatima Ezabra Alaoui $1,106,250 $1,849,900 -40.2%

CONDOMINIUMS

4470 Céte des Neiges #202 Melanie, Michael & Robert Palumbo $480,000 $531,000 -9.6%

4476 St. Catherine #403 estate Suzanne Mathieu $630,000 $628,100 0.3%

VACANT LAND

Lot, Lexington Francoise Décarie $1,100,000 $1,688,700 -34.9%

JUNE SALE

2 Burton Noel Butler & Judith Nixon $750,000 $709,500 5.7%
......................................................................................................... .

July real estate, cont’d from p. 22

and an average mark-up of 11.7 percent,
about the same as the average for May this
year.

In either case, the median price stays at
$2,240,000, with 10 or 11 sales above that
line and the same number below. That fig-
ure, though, does not recognize the num-
ber of transactions selling in July in the $3-
million range on streets like Arlington,
Metcalfe and Strathcona.

The number of condominiums sold
dropped from five in June to only two in
July, both for prices well under $1 million.
Because we measure condominium prices
on a quarterly basis, this is just the start of
sales in the third quarter of 2025, so any
statistical comparison would be valid only
after the August and September figures
come in.

Triplex sales, on the other hand, are
generally so sparse in Westmount that we
can hardly measure them, since most tri-
plex owners have either condominiumized
their buildings or subdivided them as co-
operative ownership.

In July, on the other hand, city records
show three full triplexes selling, all in dif-
ferent parts of the city, with two selling
near valuation but the third one, at 77-79
Windsor Ave., going for 40 percent less
than its tax value. The property calls itself
a duplex but includes a bachelor apartment
so the city counts it as being a triplex. The
same applies to 58 Thornhill, with three
apartments on three levels of the building,
including the basement.

One other sale in July involved the land
adjacent to 807 Lexington Ave., 622 square
meters of land which sold for $1,100,000,
thus $1,768 per square meter or $164.3 per

630 Clarke.

111 Irvine. All photos taken on November 24.

square foot., well below the going rate in
Westmount, which is closer to $250 per
square foot.

The list also includes one more sale reg-

istered in June but included with the July
list, 2 Burton Ave., which sold for only
$750,000, the lowest price registered for
June.

P -
SUSAN RANSEN
514.815.5105

Real Estate Broker
sransen@profusion.global

PROFUSION | Forbes

IMMOBILIER

WESTMOUNT: 9 Grove Park - Rarely available on the market, this elegant
4+1 bedroom, 3+1 bathroom home is more than just a residence - it’s a lifestyle.
Steps away from Greene Avenue, trendy Sherbrooke Street boutiques, and
all the top schools, everything is right at your doorstep. $2,649,000

1 Westmount Square, Suite 711
Westmount, QC H3Z 2P9
©Profusion Immobilier Inc.
Real Estate Agency.
All rights reserved.
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Remembering Wilder Wall (1966-2025)
Wilder loved Westmount, and Westmount loved him back

By DEANNA BARWICK WALL

Wilder lived and worked in Westmount
for over three decades. At Hogg’s, where
he worked for 32 years, he was well known
as the man to go to for expert advice.

In the community, he was equally well-
known as a true gentleman, appreciated
for his generosity and kindness and his
wonderful sense of humour. He was al-
ways supportive of local businesses and
local initiatives.

He played and coached sports here.
Rugby was his main game. He attended
Visual Arts Centre pottery courses, where
he learned to make items both beautiful
and useful. He displayed his photographs
at Victoria Hall. He was invited to talk
about his unique approach to photography
at the Westmount Public Library, where he
was introduced as one of Westmount'’s best
— high praise considering the city’s well-
known fine photographers

He supported every special seasonal
sale in the neighbourhood — the holiday
bazaar at the Manoir, the book sales at the
library, the Christmas bake sales at St. Mat-
thias and Contactivity, and many others.
He very much enjoyed all these unique
community events, meeting old friends
and making new ones.

Everyone knew him

Walking around Montreal with Wilder,
it often seemed as if everyone knew him
personally. Not only in the Victoria village
neighbourhood, but also farther afield, at
the MMFA, in a Plateau church at a Christ-
mas concert, at a café or grocery shop on
Laurier or up at the Jean Talon Market,
Wilder was recognized by his Westmount
clients and fellow citizens, who always
made an effort to connect with him, what-
ever the setting.

Wilder never sought the spotlight but it
inevitably shone on him. Wilder, being
Wilder, was adept at shining the light back
onto any and all well-wishers. For someone
who spent most of his working life in a
windowless, sunless basement, it has been
incredible to hear and to read about how
much lightness and brightness he brought
into the lives of so many members of the
community.

Good friend Sean Bower, a former West-
mounter and a rugby player himself, noted
in his eulogy that while he was used to
Wilder being a neighbourhood celebrity,
he was a little surprised to see the same
reaction at an international rugby competi-
tion in Ottawa in the summer of 2024.

According to Sean’s account, everyone
in the rugby world seemed to know Wilder.

They were happy to see him,
wanted to touch base and
maybe get a selfie with him.
Some had been coached by
Wilder in Westmount Park
some 20-plus years earlier or
had played rugby with or
against him and perhaps had
enjoyed a Guinness with him
at some point.

After Wilder’s service in
October, as I was exiting the
chapel, Sean’s words were
underlined. Waiting for me
was a fellow who had had a
Westmount rugby connec-
tion with Wilder many years
ago. He wanted to show me
something. And, as it turned
out, it was a beautiful some-
thing that matched the beauty
of the sun — which, just mo-
ments before, had broken
through the clouds. It was a
happy photo of himself with
Wilder thoroughly and freely
enjoying themselves, obvi-
ously having great fun that
splendid summer weekend
of rugby games and re-con-

I s

was well known in this city of
unique individuals and, as is
evident from the many heart-
felt condolences received and
beautiful memories shared
since his death, he was well
loved by this, his Westmount
community, and deservedly
so.

Wilder Wall Bursary at
Loyola

A bursary in memory of
Wilder has been established
at Loyola High School.

LHS Advancement Office
describes this initiative as fol-
lows: “Wilder Wall’s love for
sport, music, singing, mathe-
matics, pottery and photog-
raphy is the very embodiment
of the Jesuit approach to edu-
cation, formation of the whole
person (cura personalis) through
the discovery and application
of an individual’s talents. Your
gift to the Wilder Wall Bursary
will ensure that Loyola’s whole
person formation is accessible
to future students.”

nections. “I believe this photo captures the essence of Wilder and that essence was why The Wilder Wall Bursary
he was well known in Westmount,” said Deanna Barwick Wall, mother of the  ;]] help those students who

Everybody loved him late Wilder Wall. “Wilder occasionally wore the helmet to work, or out and about
for special days, and it was always well received. The ability to turn an ordinary
day into a lasting memory was a gift that he shared with his brothers.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF D. BARWICK WALL.

Over the years in West-
mount, whenever people real-
ized I was Wilder’s mother,
they inevitably would say one of two things
to me — ‘Everybody loves Wilder” and then
tell me how kind, generous, thoughtful
and how much fun he was or “Wilder
knows everything” and then would des-
cribe how helpful he had been....how he
had patiently solved some or other difficult
problem for them.

My son, Wilder’s brother George, once
remarked that it must have been good men
of strength and integrity like Wilder that
William Blake had in mind when he wrote
in his poem “Jerusalem: The Emanation
of the Giant Albion” the following words:
“He who would do good to another must
do it in minute particulars: general good
is the plea of the scoundrel...”

Wilder was a man who interacted with
the individual in front of him in a way that
was of specific benefit to that individual’s
needs — he did not deal with abstractions
of good, with generalized concepts; he
dealt with concrete, tangible result-orien-
tated actions, focussed on the issues at
hand. And, with all and for all the quiet
good that he did, for all his genuine
warmth in all of his interactions, Wilder

need a hand with their school
fees and give them the oppor-
tunity to study at Loyola High
School. Itis an initiative Wild-
er would be pleased to be associated with
for many reasons. Firstly, Wilder very
much loved his time at Loyola, which he
attended with his brother Sean, who also
loved his time there and secondly, helping
people in various ways throughout his
whole life has always been one of Wilder’s
many fortes.

If youd like to remember Wilder by sup-
porting this in-perpetuity bursary, donation
options are as follows:

« Online: through his obituary in The
Gazette

« By mail: Loyola High School
advancement office, 7272 Sherbrooke
St. West, Montreal, Quebec, H4B 1R2.
Please make cheques payable to:
Loyola High School with a memo
line of: Wilder Wall Bursary.

«The Victoria Village Merchants’ Association
held a street festival June 12-14, 2015. The
weekend days had good weather, and the side-
walks were busy with shoppers and festival-
goers. Hogg manager Wilder Wall prepared
the store’s table on the corner of Victoria and
Sherbrooke June 14 of that year.

PHoOTO: RALPH THOMPSON



YES turns 30 with founders, former leaders, supporters

Social Notes

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Recently YES Employment + Entrepre-
neurship held a fun gala. The fundraiser
marked a major milestone celebrating 30
years of community impact, innovation
and inspiration.

Held at the Atwater Club, the event
brought together those who have helped
shape YES’s journey and continue to guide
its mission of supporting Quebec’s Eng-
lish-speaking community.

Emcees were CTV anchor Caroline Van
Vlaardingen and Andy Nulman, co-found-
er of Just for Laughs and head of PACT
(The Power to Act). The dynamic duo en-
sured the evening was full of heartfelt
humour.

Guests enjoyed highlights bridging
YES’s past and future. Moving moments
included one of YES’s co-founder James
Hughes reflecting on the organization’s
beginnings, followed by an inspiring look
ahead from Giovanna Buscemi, YES board
president.
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23 brilliant cut diamonds EX GIA 7.18ctw

A lively “fireside chat” on economic
opportunity with Andrew Molson and
Helen Antoniou moderated by Ana Mar-
inescu, added a thought-provoking touch.

The evening’s organizing committee,
led by Anne-Marie Henson, was co-chaired
by Ana Marinescu, Andrew Molson, and
Helen Antoniou, with the support of am-
bassadors Elizabeth Gomery, Lina Aristeo,
Marina Boulos-Winton, and Pino Di Ioia.

Among the many noted guests were
Patricia Saputo, Jennifer Curran, Anna
Giampa and Matteo Fiorilli, Jason MacCal-
lum and Antoinette Von Hahn, Anthony
Broccolini, Adriana Embiricos, David Ben-
sadoun and Isabelle Poirier, Baljit Chadha,
and Lucy Riddell.

A particularly poignant moment came
when James Hughes recognized fellow
YES co-founder Timothy Leyne, as well as
the late Lionel Blanshay, whose son Jon-
athan Blanshay was present with his family
to honour his father’s legacy.

Past and present executive directors
were also present including interim execu-
tive director Elizabeth Gomery and former
leaders Marina Boulos-Winton, Aki Tchi-
tacov, Iris Unger and Johanne Larouche.

The evening’s success was made poss-
ible through the supporting sponsors
including presenting sponsor Scotiabank;
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Ana Marinescu, Andrew Molson and Helen Antoniou.

gold sponsors BDO, BeaverTails, CIBC,
and Galvion; silver sponsors ALDO, BMO,
EY, Molson-Coors and TD; bronze spon-

sors Centre Inicio, The R. Howard Webster
Foundation, and Tidan;
and partners Lorne continued on p. 30

*, MADE FOR THE ONE

A dazzling diamond necklace handmade
in 18k white gold.

ey

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son
Moritz Grossmann - Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles - Laurent Ferrier

2195 Crescent Street -

514.848.0595

- KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Elizabeth Gomery, Johanne Larouche, Marina Boulos-Winton, Aki Tchitacov and Iris Unger.
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L PRINT

-~ Subversive News and
 The Mbﬂt;efall Gazette

on Amazon.ca
David Yates Fine Print

Enquiries from bookstores welcome

flin

" The Unauthorized History )

Putting it on my
Christmas list.
Well done, Dave.
-Mary Lamey,

former journalist
at The Gazette

| bought your book
on Kindle and read it
in three sittings.
Great job! | learned
alotabout The
Gazette | didn’t know.
| appreciated that you
were critical when
warranted and that
you didn’t write an
authorized history.
-Peter Hadekel,
former columnist and
editorial page editor
at The Gazette
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Social notes, cont’d from p. 29

Steinberg Wealth Management, MacCal-
lum & MacCallum Raymond James,
MODS Inc., NATIONAL, Oberon Capital
Corporation, Philanthropica, Plume LR,
and Systéme Intérieur FR.

Founded in 1995 to counter the exodus
of young English speakers from Quebec,
YES now helps over 3,000 job seekers, en-
trepreneurs, and artists each year — more
than 70,000 Quebecers since its inception.
Funds raised from the gala will continue
to support YES’s mission of turning ambi-
tion into achievement for generations to
come.
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Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com
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CARL KNOWS

FONTAINE
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$1,995,000 $1,499,000 R
1455 SHERBROOKE O., PH7 3940 DE LA COTE-DES-NEIGES, APT. B52
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE VILLE-MARIE

$4,498,000 . $1,395,000 $1,238,800
420 DE LA RIVE-BOISEE, PH700 1869 DES BASSINS, APT. 605 3 WESTMOUNT- SQUARE, APT. 513
PIERREFONDS LE SUD-OUEST VILLE-MARIE

$1,195,000 = $975,000 = $679,000 ' $569,000

279 DE LA GAUCHETIERE O. 795 MUIR, APT. 203 900 SHERBROOKE O., APT. 72 3940 DE LA COTE-DES-NEIGES, APT. B54
VILLE-MARIE SAINT-LAURENT VILLE-MARIE VILLE-MARIE
514.726.2077
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