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Expanded activities provided by banks, realtor 

Plans set for Victoria village 
street festival June 7-9 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A line-up of features for the Victoria vil-
lage merchants’ festival and sidewalk sale 
Friday through Monday, June 7 to 9, 
includes several new attractions owing in 
part to added participation and sponsor-
ship from three of the district’s banks and 
a real estate group. 

Among the scheduled attractions re -
port ed by event organizer Cynthia Lulham 
will be musicians, magicians, a circus act, 
dance group, face painting, dog activities, 
bubble booth and “fun” photo booths. The 
festival takes place 10 am to 5 pm on Friday 
and Saturday and from 11 am to 5 pm on 
the Sunday. 

On the Saturday, a continued on p. 26

The city of Westmount’s Family Day took place in Westmount Park on a sunny May 25, giving people opportunities to reconnect. Left photo: Michael Tomiuk, left, is often noticed for his height: 6'5" 
– or “6'7" with his hair,” according to his father. On the other hand, librarian Faith Holness, right, remembers him frequently reading at the Westmount Public Library, when he was presumably shorter. 
Right photo, two long lines stretched across the lower field for most of the day for the two Eurobungee stations. See p. 6-7 for more coverage. Photos: Ralph Thompson.

Weekly

Flipping overReconnecting
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REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
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2009–2017

B.514.316.1482 
C.514.912.1482 
baudinet@royallepage.ca 
www.baudinet.ca

STUNNING NEWLY RENOVATED DUPLEX

Côte-des-Neiges | 4903-4905 Av. Grosvenor | $1,499,000 Hampstead | 45 Rue Dufferin | $849,000
NEW PRICE

BRIGHT & BEAUTIFUL 4-BED HOME

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 
4571-4573 Av. Marcil | $1,400,000 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue Sherbrooke 
O., apt. 512 | $549,000 

Westmount | 2 Rue Westmount-Square, 
apt. PH-C | $4,999,000 

Ville-Marie | 4100 Ch. de la Côte-des-
Neiges, apt. 16 | $950,000

DUPLEX W/ENDLESS POTENTIAL 

ELEGANT 1+1 BED CONDO CHARMING 4+1 BED TOWNHOUSE 

Westmount | 621 Ch. de la Côte-St-Antoine 
$2,750,000 

GORGEOUS FAMILY HOME 

Golden Square Mile | 1321 Rue Sherbrooke 
O., apt. D-21 | $899,000 

BEAUTIFUL CONDO IN PRESTIGIOUS BLDG PENTHOUSE W/STUNNING VIEWS 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue Sherbrooke 
O., apt. PH3 | $2,200,000 

GENEROUS 2-STOREY PENTHOUSE 

Côte-des-Neiges | 5026 Av. Iona 
$1,499,000 

SPACIOUS HOME W/ POOL 

FEATURED FEATURED

NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE FEATURED FEATURED

FEATUREDFEATURED

FEATURED
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

jillprevost.com R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R 514.591.0804 Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

JILL PRÉVOST

BUY A HOUSE AND HELP SAVE A LIFE!

1ST TIME EVER ON THE MARKET! Charming bungalow in Pointe-Claire with 2+1 bedrooms, central air, garage and huge garden. 
Purchasing this home supports charities like the Heart + Stroke Foundation, Canadian Cancer Society, + Diabetes Foundation, 

thanks to the generosity of the original owner.

POINTE-CLAIRE | RAIMBAULT | $549,000

(514) 934-1818
 1245 Av. Greene, Westmount
QC H3Z 2A4

www.carlyfridman.com 
info@carlyfridman.com

PRICE O
PTIM

IZED
 

403 Av. Clarke, Westmount
$1,995,000

3+2 15

Season of heavy winds brings calls 
to Public Security, hydro crews 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Heavy wind May 27 caused wires to 
spark on Lansdowne and a branch to fall 
on Kensington, according to Public Secur-
ity reports. This follows more wind a week 
earlier that brought down a large section 
of a tree on Dorchester (see story May 28, 
p. 4). 

In the recent reports, Public Security 
officials said that a call had been received 
by the fire department for the sparking 
wires. No fire occurred but emergency 
crews from Hydro Westmount were called 
in to replace insulation on the wires that 
had “shifted” due to the high wind. 

Also on the same date, a large tree 
branch from a neighbour’s tree fell into the 

backyard at 252 Kensington, officials said. 
Hydro crews identified the wires as tele-
communication wires. 

Two cars collide at 
Sherbrooke and Victoria 

A city parking inspector reported May 
28 that two cars had collided at Sherbrooke 
and Victoria. 

This brought out public safety officers 
around 1:10 pm, Public Security officials 
said. On scene, officers found that south-
bound traffic had been blocked by the mis-
hap. 

One was described as a BMW, whose 
front tire was severely damaged. The other 
was a Jeep. Both had been heading south.

Family Day 2024 – 
most well attended ever? 
By Ralph Thompson 

Westmount’s 47th annual Family Day 
in Westmount Park May 25, also part of 
the city’s 150th anniversary celebrations, 
was as popular as ever, bubbling over with 
community spirit and perfect weather. 

Long lines accompanied most of the 
inflatable games, the Eurobungee stations, 
the pony and train rides, and the face paint-
ing booth set up in the gazebo. 

Petting zoo 

The petting farm echoed with efferves-
cent laughter and those serving ham-
burgers, candy floss and soft drinks were 
kept busy all day long. 

The police and Public Security were 
peppered with questions while those who 
had received parking tickets could dole out 

revenge by dunking a public safety officer. 
The traditional and novelty races were a 

riot, starting with the three-legged sack race 
making good use of re-usable shopping 
bags, the (human) wheelbarrow race, the 
“cup of water on the head” race, the demand-
ing egg-and-spoon race and the tug-of-war 
– all very competitive but good fun. 

Tossing eggs 

Lots of people were scrambling to par-
ticipate in the challenging toss-the-egg 
competition where the distance between 
partners was increased until finally all the 
eggs were broken. 

Former city councillor Patrick Martin 
commented that it was the most well 
attended Family Day ever. The Independent 
concurs in this estimate. 

See photos on p. 6-7.
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Family Day means municipal government, kids & animals!

Left photo: The Westmount Public Library and Community Events teams were sporting lots of cheery smiles and showing off their space-themed photo booth. From left: back row, Wendy Wayling, 
library mascot Findlay, Daniel Míguez de Luca and Faith Holness; front row, Mélissa Denis-Daigneault, Rachel Conover, Zoe Morin and Emily Gamble. Right photo: Members of Westmount’s 
environmental team, from left, Adeze Chukuou, Samuel T. and Julie Lagiorgia, had lots of information to hand out from garbage collection to green grants.

Left photo: Adrian was having fun on the donkey ride, even if it was only going around in a circle. Right photo: Three-year-old Ayla-Eloise clearly loves animals. She was fascinated by all the four-legged 
creatures in the petting farm. Photos: Ralph Thompson.
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Family Day means traditional ‘field day’ games!

Left photo: Harper and Caroline sweep ahead of the pack in the three-legged bag race. Right photo: A very competitive wheelbarrow race. Photos: Ralph Thompson. 
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New garbage collection 
method bad now – 
Winter will be worse 

No doubt those seniors among us who 
have mobility issues or cardio-vascular 
issues or pulmonary issues are very en -
couraged by Westmount’s new garbage col-
lection routine, which commenced on May 
1. My neighbour, an 81-year-old who walks 
with the assistance of a cane, must be so 
very pleased that now he has to lug his gar-
bage bag from the back of his house to the 
curb, and this in summer weather. What 
about in the winter? There will be ice and 
snow everywhere, and garbage collection 
only every two weeks, which means two 
bags, or in the case of my neighbour, two 
trips. 

Prior to this so-called environmentally 
friendly move, which in reality is more 
economic than environmental, the garbage 
was picked up by the contractor who went 
to the back of our houses to collect the gar-
bage. No longer, and I sincerely hope that 
this questionable new policy will not cause 
any danger or harm to those citizens who 
are at the highest risk. 

Joe Russo, Sherbrooke St. 

As ‘WYO’ continues 
to thrive, accolades now 
fall outside Westmount 

It is with a large measure of satisfaction 
that past musicians, conductors, and par-
ents have discovered that the “Westmount 

Youth Orchestra” will be at Carnegie Hall 
this June. It has been invited to participate 
in the Viennese Masters Invitational Fes-
tival. This marks the first appearance of a 
Quebec youth orchestra at this prestigious 
event. It will perform alongside three other 
renowned youth orchestras from North 
America. 

The one hitch is that this is the former 
Westmount Youth Orchestra. As readers 
might remember (see August 14, 2018, 
p. 1), the present mayor asked the orchestra 
to leave Victoria Hall following a city res-
olution that required 50 percent West-
mount participation in all Westmount cul-
tural activities. 

This decision ended the orchestra’s 23-
year history of rehearsing in the commu-
nity hall. It moved just across the border 
into Montreal to become the Orchestre des 
Jeunes de Mont Royal. Thus Montreal 
added to its repertoire of two symphonic 
orchestras, an opera company, a conserva-
toire, innumerable ensembles and festivals, 
music schools at all levels, and many per-
formance spaces. 

It was a short-sighted and hurtful deci-
sion to young musicians who had brought 
much recognition to Westmount at many 
music festivals and a tour in Germany. It 
exposed a blinkered appreciation of how a 
classical orchestra is formed. 

Bravo to the orchestra and its director, 
Jean MacRae, for being able to regroup 
after this terrible setback. They deserve all 
accolades, while Westmount is certainly 
diminished. 

Roger Jochym, Lewis Ave. 

Roberge works to shame 
anglos with incorrect 
statement 
This press release was received by the 
Independent May 30 

“If we give Minister Roberge the benefit 
of the doubt, then he made a mistake no 
minister should make. Either that,” says 
Canadian Party of Quebec leader Colin 
Standish, “or, he is mendaciously mislead-
ing the public. And that, too, is unaccept-
able.” 

Earlier this week, Minister Roberge sug-
gested that some anglophone students grad-
uate high school and move onto CEGEP 
without knowing enough French. That line 
of argument flies in the face of the fact that, 
as statistics show, anglophone high school 
students score higher in French exams than 
actual French-speaking students do. 

“That is a fact Roberge should be aware 
of,” says Standish. 

This is not the first time Roberge has 
been accused of lying. During the COVID-
19 pandemic, when Roberge was Educa-

tion minister, he allegedly claimed that the 
public health authority signed off on his 
ministry’s classroom air quality report, 
when in fact they had not. 

“Now here he is scapegoating the anglo 
community to justify the government’s 
heavy-handed language restrictions,” says 
CaPQ president Liz Campbell. 

“Clearly his current role requires him 
to change tack, sacrificing integrity for the 
party line,” Standish says, arguing that the 
minister espouses different views as 
French Language minister than he did as 
Education minister. 

“If the Quebec government believes 
that French is in decline, perhaps they 
should look to their own community’s edu-
cation,” Standish says. “Anglophones seem 
to be doing just fine in French, and we 
have the numbers to show it.”

Letters to the editor
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Bravo to police for solving 
Jewish school shooting – 
Please continue! 

Bravo to the Montreal police for making 
an arrest in connection with the three 
November 2023 shootings into the build-
ings of Yeshiva Gedola school (twice) and 
Talmud Torah Elementary School (once) 
in Côte des Neiges. 

Reports vary as to whether the arrest is 
in connection with all three of these inci-
dents, or just one or two. 

Sadly, as police and all of us know, crime 
doesn’t stop, including ones in this serious 
and upsetting category. 

Just last week it was deduced that there 
were shots fired into the building of the 
Belz school at the Young Israel of Montreal 
synagogue in Côte des Neiges sometime 
before May 30. 

I encourage Montreal police to solve 
this new case with the same speed and effi-
ciency as the other, plus continue the no-
doubt difficult work of solving remaining 
aspects of the school-building shootings 
and other similar unsolved crimes (e.g. 
firebombing of a synagogue in Dollard des 
Ormeaux November 6-7). 

The upward trend in these incidents 
across the country is bad and worrying. I 
encourage all the relevant authorities (fed-
eral, provincial, agglomeration and mun -
icipal) to increase their vigilance.  

David Price is the editor of the 
Westmount Independent.

Editorial

Too soon? 

As seen May 24 at St. Catherine, Dorchester and 
Clarke. Photo: Independent.  
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Team McGuigan Pepin 
MOVING YOU TOWARD YOUR DREAMS 

231 Clarke Ave. – $950,000 
Prime Location and Best Value

514 824-4457 
tim.mcguigan@royallepage.ca 

514 953.6234 
joan@mcguiganpepin.com 

McGuiganPepin.com

MLS 20333624

Light installation in Westmount Park puts ducklings, heritage value at risk 

On May 27, the city’s Public Works de -
partment drained the pond in Westmount 
Park to install lights on the waterfalls. As 
this action has left ducklings high and dry, 
it is contrary to the Migratory Birds Con-
vention Act, 1994. As lights and other 
changes also disregard heritage guidelines, 
many citizens are questioning city coun-
cil’s values. 

Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 

Children visit our much-loved West-
mount Park ducklings daily. It is well 
known that preschoolers who bond with 

nature are more attentive, creative and 
more environmentally active as adults. As 
the park is devoid of vegetation that sup-
ports insects or wildlife, our ducks are 
often nature’s sole ambassadors. But with 
the recent loss of over 20 ducklings, who 
left the park in search of water, our 
children – and citizens – are heartbroken. 

Under the Migratory Birds Convention 
Act, council has a moral – if not legal – obli-
gation to protect our mallards. These regu-
lations include the protection of nests – a 
nest of six eggs was moved in mid-April – 
as well as to maintain water levels. Citizen 
requests for water were made from mid-
May onwards to the councillor and com-
missioner for parks and recreation, Mary 
Gallery. They were ignored and our nine 
remaining, high-and-dry ducklings are at 
increased risk from hawk attacks because 
swimming ducklings often become aware 
of birds of prey (e.g. by seeing their 

shadows) in time to dive underwater. With-
out water, this simple defensive tactic is 
not possible. 

The city has also ignored regulations 
that only permit maintenance work before 
ducks nest or in the fall after they leave. 
Activities must also avoid noise violations 
over 50 dB as well as other disturbances to 
ducks and ducklings. 

Council’s decision to add unnecessary 
lights – known endocrine disruptors in 
both wildlife and humans – as well as the 
“necessary” electrical work to install them, 
is both ill conceived and callous. 

Westmount district National Historic 
Site of Canada 

As Westmount Park is a “cultural land-
scape” within a federally designated his-
toric district, any additions must take into 
account heritage, park usage as well as cur-
rent requests. Reference to the Standards 
and Guidelines for the Conservation of His-
toric Places would protect unifying ele -
ments such as our Washington lamps – 
removed from the playground area – as 
well as ensure a permanent water supply 
to the pond from underground springs 
before work began. 

Lights outlining the park waterfalls are 
also contrary to what the city describes as 

the “spirit of Frederick Law Olmsted.” The 
designer of Mount Royal Park and Central 
Park, Olmsted popularized scenic, pastoral 
landscapes with stately trees and desig-
nated conservation zones. This aesthetic 
was continued by his two sons, Olmsted 
Brothers, whose recommendations to city 
hall were adopted by the park’s early de -
signers. 

Council’s insistence on more lights dis-
turbs Westmount Park’s quiet tranquility. 
One neighbour called it a glitzy “Las Vegas 
gimmick” while another described it as a 
cheap ploy to hide the mud hills, exposed 
roots and peeling paint. Others are con-
cerned with the number of trees felled. 
Park visitors, however, do agree that over-
sight – both federal and citizen – is needed 
to protect our heritage, landscape and 
waterfowl. 

Environmental, democratic 
values ignored 

This council does not share our envi-
ronmental, heritage or democratic con-
cerns. By prioritizing lights over the lives 
of ducklings or the playground over trees, 
Council has sent the message that nature 
is disposable, children’s feelings are irrel-
evant and that public consultation – and 
our opinions – don’t matter.

ECOWatch 

Heather Black

Roslyn steps get some attention 

A large chip of concrete that had come loose from the steps between The Boulevard and Upper 
Roslyn (see May 21, p. 5) has been replaced by orange cone, as seen May 29. The gap left by its 
absence is still there. Photo: Independent.

AT-HOME MASSAGES FOR SENIORS 

Andi Bailey 
514-501-9141 

Enjoy the convenience of in-home 
Swedish massage sessions, catering to 
homebound seniors. Don’t let mobility 
challenges limit your well-being. With 

years of beauty industry expertise, I specialize in 
promoting health and wellness. Massages can improve 

circulation, ease sti ness and enhance mobility for 
everyday activities. I prioritize your comfort by o ering 
chair or table massages, tailored to your mobility needs. 

Rejuvenate your body today. 

Contact me to schedule your at-home massage. 

As a member of Fédération québécoise des massothérapeutes 
agréés, I can issue receipts for insurance purposes 

Therapeutic massages only – No erotic massages



Lights under waterfalls not to affect ducks: Cllr. Aronson 

City fills Westmount Park’s lagoon, then 
drains it for electrical work, then re-fills it 
By Laureen Sweeney 

On-and-off levels of water in the West-
mount Park lagoon on the approach of 
summer have raised some concerns from 
park goers concerned about the pond’s use 
by wild ducks and their broods. 

While the lagoon was empty for much 
of the spring, it was filled with water over 
Family Day, May 25, when many attendees 
walked by to witness its welcomed filling. 

It wasn’t long lasting, however. By the 
afternoon of Monday, May 27, it had been 
partially drained. Word spread that this was 
for the installation of lights around the 
lagoon, alleged to be a negative for the 
ducks. 

When asked what the city’s plan was 
concerning the installation of lights, Coun-
cillor Matt Aronson told the Independent 
that the plan was “only to install lights 
under the waterfalls.” This, he maintained, 
would not adversely affect the ducks. Aron-
son’s commissionership in cludes environ-
ment and sustainability. 

This reply was followed by a posting on 
the city’s website May 27 reading: “The 

Westmount Park pond will be drained to 
allow for electrical work necessary for light-
ing installations. The work will take place 
during the week of May 27 and the pond 
will be filled again once the work is com-
pleted… 

“The upper levels of the pond will not 
be emptied to allow the ducks to have 
enough water to float.” 

As it turns out, strings of LED lights that 
were seen fully illuminated June 1 were to 
be kept illuminated, day and night.  

Two sets outlining the larger falls near 
the bridge and the comfort station were lit 
in a “strong” blue while one at the smaller 
waterfall closer to the library was in a much 
paler blue-to-white. They are apparently 
programmable like Christmas lights. 

The lagoon was indeed re-filled last 
week and remained full as the Independent 
went to press June 3.
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514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

We need your support  
The Task Force is a grassroots not-for-profit represen ng individuals. 

PLEASE JOIN US, DONATE and VOLUNTEER! 
and learn more at www.TheTaskForce.ca

�
Comité Spécial 
Ta s k  F o r c e

sur la politique linguistique
o n  L i n g u i s t i c  Po l i c y

Use of the Notwithstanding Clause 
is contrary to our values 

as Canadians and Quebecers.

We are figh ng Bill 96 in court. Now, 
we are joining the challenge against the 

Notwithstanding Clause for Bill 21.

The lagoon being filled, and being quite full, on May 25. It was full, including the lower part, the 
morning of May 27. Photo: L. Sweeney.

The lower lagoon the afternoon of May 27, left, and May 28. Ducks are present in both photos. 
Hands added by Independent. Photos: Independent.

• • •

Some of Westmount Park’s ducks, as seen May 
30. Photo courtesy of Moira Carley.
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Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location
Please contact us 

for details 
Immediate 
Availability

Sebastian Samuel retires last week 

City’s first Communications director 
recalls growth of role, department 
By Laureen Sweeney 

After 15 years heading communications 
for the city, Sebastian Samuel retired last 
week as the director of what has grown 
over that time to become a full-fledged de -
partment that includes some six members. 

“We worked hard to make it what it is 
today,” he said, speaking of the role he play -
ed in its growth as initially the sole com-
munications officer and joined a year later 
by Maureen Lafrenière from Community 
Events, whom he described as “my faithful 
partner in crime.” She retired in February. 

Stand-alone department 

The stand-alone department now organ-
izes and oversees the city’s website and 
many internal and external information plat-
forms including the recent “citizen portal.” 

Over the years, Sebastian, as he is known 
to so many dealing with the city, continued 
working throughout the COVID years “to 
get the work out and adapt to the numer-
ous projects we were subject to. What was 
great was that we persevered.” 

COVID 

He describes COVID as one of the prin-
cipal challenges along with many changes 
presented by the upgrading of the city’s 
website and involvement in social media, 
working in conjunction with the IT depart-
ment. 

The most recent one, he explained, is 
the creation of a citizen portal as part of 
“new tools making is easier for citizens to 
get information.” 

It was a year ago, at the council meeting 
of June 5, that Sebastian Samuel was ap -
pointed the city’s first ever director of the 
Communications office as it was elevated 
to the level of a department (see story June 
13, 2023, p. 7). Other members of the de -
partment now include Pia Savoie, Ashley 
Baker, Mugisha Rutishisha, Annique 
Dufour and Rijha Bhattacharjee. 

Asked what challenges his years with 
the city had presented, he told the Indepen-
dent that “the department was in constant 
flux, which made it new every day. And I 
like it that way. Challenges are just issues 
to be solved.” 

Challenges, he continued, “are small 
mountains that we reach the top of at least 
15 times a day. No huffing, no puffing, just 
smiling all the way.” 

What does he have planned after retire-
ment from the city? Back to his roots in 
graphic design, which he did before join-
ing the city, he replied.

Sebastian Samuel, right, was appointed by city council June 5, 2017 as division head for Communi-
cations, reporting directly to then city director general Mike Deegan. Awaiting his appointment 
with him were, from left, brother Sherman Samuel, mother Lenore Attzs, and then 12-year-old son 
Markus Samuel. Photo: L. Sweeney

2017

2023
Sebastian Samuel on June 10, 2023 not far from his office at city hall. He had just been named the 
city’s first director of Communications. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Batshaw Children Seeking Homes 

Friendly, active Lance needs a foster family 
Lance is a black toddler with a friendly 

and easy temperament. He at times can be 
an active child who continues to develop 
in a healthy manner and is meeting all of 
his milestones. Lance requires daily medi-
cation, but his current health situation 
remains stable. 

Lance could benefit from a daycare pro-
gram to help encourage socialization. 
Lance is a child who enjoys bedtime stories 
as part of his nightly routine. 

Lance is an active age-appropriate child 
who could benefit from a stable routine as 

he re sponds well to a predictable struc-
ture. 

Potential foster parents should be open 
to supporting family contacts. 

The ideal foster family would be that of 
the black community and who would be 
open to caring for Lance on a long-term 
basis or make a commitment to care for 
him as long as needed. 

Interested foster parents should contact 
Batshaw Youth and Family centres and 
inquire about Lance. We can be reached at 
514.932.7161 ext. 1139.

Update on Contactivity move 

Seniors’ centre now looking 
for office space, too 

The Independent learned last week that 
the offices of the Contactivity seniors’ 
centre will also be required to relocate. As 
already reported (May 28, p. 1), the centre’s 
programs and activities are moving from 
Westmount Park United Church to Vic-
toria Hall and the Westmount recreation 
centre (WRC), both of which are owned 
and operated by the city. 

While it was initially believed that the 
move of the office would not be required, 
Benita Goldin, the centre’s director gen-
eral, said last week that as things have 
evolved, the centre is now looking nearby 
for office space. 

She would announce the new location 
once this is found. The move is to take 
effect September 1.

City’s McEntyre Writing Competition 
attracts 10 percent more participants 

By Ralph Thompson 

Lots of excitement radiated around Vic-
toria Hall May 29 for the announcements 
of the 2024 McEntyre Writing Competition 
winners. In the midst of the 150th anniver-
sary of the city and the 125th of the library, 
the city-run competition was celebrating 
its 52nd edition. 

Every school in Westmount partici-
pated, resulting in 1,207 grade 1 to grade 
11 entrants contributing English and 
French stories and poems, up 10 percent 
over last year. To pick winners, 77 volunteer 
judges reviewed the anonymous material 
under the tutelage of chief judge Liz Mc -
Callum, who took over this year from Rosa-
lind Davis. The theme was “The Library 
Speaks.” 

“I read so many imaginative stories 
about what happens when the library closes 
and the lights go out,” said McCallum in 
her opening remarks. 

“Books jump off shelves. They dance 
and sing…. I had to go into the library one 

morning and was surprised that everything 
was so clean and tidy, and the books were 
back on their shelves.” 

Andrew Katz, Dawson College English 
teacher and frequent volunteer at child -
ren’s library events, often in costume, 
spoke about the benefits of writing, refer-
ring to a quotation on a wall of the West-
mount Public Library’s Westmount Room 
(itself the former children’s library), 
“There’s no frigate like a book to bear us 
leagues away.” 

Each group of winners was announced 
by city councillor Mary Gallery, commis-
sioner of sports, recreation, parks and 
green spaces, while Councillor Elisabeth 
Roux and Councillor Kathleen Kez handed 
out the prizes: a collection of the winning 
compositions, a blank writing journal and 
a monetary gift. 

The competition was established by 
then mayor Peter McEntyre in 1972 to 
encourage writing and foster a community 
spirit. 

See p. 13 for the list of winners.

Excited prize winners

Councillor Elisabeth Roux, right, welcomed the audience of creative writers and their parents. From 
left, children’s librarian Wendy Wayling, Councillor Kathleen Kez, Councillor Anitra Bostock, Coun-
cillor Conrad Peart, Andrew Katz, Rosalind Davis, chief judge Liz McCallum, Councillor Mary Gallery 
and library director Anne-Marie Lacombe.
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McEntyre Writing Competition 
2024 winners (in order) 

Grade One 

Pénélope Charbonneau             The Study 
Lingyi Wan                                 The Study 
Mollie Bowen                             The Study 
HM Vincent Landry 

                            Selwyn House School 

Grade Two 

Marina Bellini                            The Study 
Rochelle Deng                           The Study 
Aila Parker                           Roslyn School 
HM Mia Weizmann              Akiva School 

Grade Three 

Yitong Li                                               ECS 
Aya Ahdab                                  The Study 
Crescent Sun           Selwyn House School 
HM Hannah Ellis                  Akiva School 

Grade Four 

Charlotte de l’Étoile 
                          Villa Sainte-Marcelline 

Nathan Sefkind                      Akiva School 
Sienna Martin                            The Study 
HM Caroline San Gregorio                ECS 

Grade Five 

Lise Cohen      Académie Michèle Provost 

Sienna Purmal                      École St-Léon 
Violet Iny                                Akiva School 
HM Sachin Aourpally 

                           Lower Canada College 
HM Vela Iordanova                   The Study 

Grade Six 

Alexandre Maietta   Selwyn House School 
Bianca Baccus                                      ECS 
Edi Obenaus            Selwyn House School 
HM Corina Silva Habra 

                          Villa Sainte-Marcelline 
HM Maria Doumit 

                          Villa Sainte-Marcelline 

Grade Seven 

Samarth Bhan    Westmount High School 
Tess Brunet 

         École internationale de Montréal 
Sabrina Ullah     Westmount High School 
HM Maya Itani                           The Study 

Grade Eight 

Mandy Ding                               The Study 
Abby Iny                    Royal West Academy 
Sienna Malky                             The Study 
HM Lucas Cheung Selwyn House School 
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

OLD MONTREAL | 430 McGILL #402 
Spacious (1,347 sf) loft style 1+1 bedroom 
condo nestled on the coveted McGill 
Street. Boasting exposed brick walls, this 
unit offers a unique blend of historical 
character and modern convenience. 
MLS: 28261046 $625,000

continued on p. 22
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SWAT beats 
SWATTOO 

SWAT and its “usually younger” “farm” 
team SWATTOO are best known in West-
mount for their decades of fundraising for 
the Montreal Children’s Hospital Founda-
tion and the CHU St. Justine Foundation 
(e.g. December 12, 2023, p. 24). 

Even so, it was all competition and glory 
last month, when the Stanley Swatuski 
Cup was up for grabs April 10 in the final 
game of the teams’ 2023-24 series. The 
game was “a thriller,” according to SWAT 
player Fred Greenberg, with a 6-5 victory 
for his side.

From left, back row: Howard Hoppenheim, Ken Shaw, Fred Greenberg, Alain Elbaz, referee Francis Lalonde, Vahe Djourian, Chris Dodson and Nic 
Matossian; front row: Larry Dionne, Dominic Agostino, Adam Cutler and Paul Cutler. Photo courtesy of SWAT.

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
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CHRISTINAMILLER.CA | 514.934.2480

1303 Av. Greene #500, Westmount, QC H3Z 2A7 | Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

lovewhereyoulive514.934.2480

99 AV. ARLINGTON, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,650,000

28 AV. ARLINGTON, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,495,000

652 AV. MURRAY HILL, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $2,545,000

7 RUE ELLERDALE, HAMPSTEAD
3+3 BEDS , 4+1 BATHS | $1,849,000

39 RUE BELSIZE, HAMPSTEAD
3+1 BEDS , 3+1 BATHS | $2,599,000

476 AV. MOUNTAIN, WESTMOUNT
6 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,695,000

OPEN HOUSE JUNE 9TH 2-4 PM

33 PLACE UPPER-TRAFALGAR, VILLE-MARIE
3+1 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $1,395,000

468 AV. MOUNTAIN, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS , 3+1 BATHS | 2,595,000

OPEN HOUSE JUNE 9TH 2-4 PM
NEWLY PRICED

727 AV. UPPER-ROSLYN, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS , 3+1 BATHS | $2,348,000

3858 AV. WILSON, CDN/NDG
4 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $1,795,000

OPEN HOUSE JUNE 9TH 2-4 PMOPEN HOUSE JUNE 9TH 2-4 PM

OPEN HOUSE JUNE 9TH 2-4 PM

NEWLY PRICEDINTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

607 AV. ROSLYN, WESTMOUNT
5+1 BEDS , 3+1 BATHS | $2,280,000

OPEN HOUSE JUNE 9TH 2-4 PM

4822 BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE O., WESTMOUNT
4+2 BEDS , 3+2 BATHS | $2,495,000

OPEN HOUSE JUNE 9TH 2-4 PM
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A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com

Manage your entire move 
Plan your new layout on computer 
Empty an apartment or house 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc… 
Arrange a moving company 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest
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Public Works resolves Clandeboye resident’s complaints 

Parked car makes lane ‘inaccessible’ for garbage pick-up 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Is the lane behind houses on Clande-
boye accessible to garbage trucks or not? 

This was an issue encountered recently 
by at least one resident of row houses on 
Clandeboye as part of the city’s new gar-
bage collection processes, which started 
May 1. This requires waste material to be 
picked up from the street side of all houses 
unless they back onto a lane that is not 
identified among those being inaccessible 
to the regular trucks. 

Sara Pedersen told the Independent she 
had checked the city’s map of inaccessible 
lanes so was mystified on discovering a city 
notice in her mailbox one day saying the 
lane was not accessible for pick-up. And 
this was after the lane had already become 
“a mess” from uncollected garbage. 

She said she had kept an eye on the new 
rules and had never seen Clandeboye lane 
marked as inaccessible “until today,” a deci-
sion she said had been made “overnight 
without even notifying our city councillor.” 

Following emails to Mayor Christina 
Smith and Councillor Kathleen Kez May 
23 as well as phone calls back and forth 
with Public Works, she explained that the 

inaccessibility issue appeared to have 
resulted from a car parked at the rear of an 
apartment building on Dorchester rather 
than the size of the lane. 

“The Clandeboye lane is large, has re -
cently been given a facelift and we have 
never had issues with garbage pick-up in 
the 20 years I have lived in this house.” 

Problem now solved 

On May 30, however, she reported that 
“the problem has now been resolved after 
review and I have been told that cars will 
no longer be allowed to park” where they 
were. This enables residents of at least 
some 18 houses backing onto the lane to 
continue to have their garbage collected 
from the rear, a particular need for many 
older residents who would have problems 
carrying their garbage through the house. 

Pedersen recalled how about 10 years 
ago parked cars at the same location had 
also proven to create issues until the park-
ing area had been found illegal and re -
solved. 

She said that in her recent interaction 
with the city she had tried to be “respect-
ful” and attributed this in part to the suc-
cessful outcome. 

Councillor Kez said that “a number of 
residents had voiced their complaints, 
caus ing the city to look into the garbage 
con tract and find that Clandeboye lane was 
never specified as being inaccessible.” As 
well, Julie Mandeville, the city’s director 
general, had walked the lane and Public 
Works had driven it in a truck. 

In a case such as this, Kez added, “I 
encourage residents to voice their concerns 
to the administration. Residents’ help is 
invaluable to a councillor. It’s about team-
work.”

No barrier yet at 
Greene bridge 

Despite what a worker on site told 
us for last week’s paper (p. 15), the pro-
tective barrier for the Greene rail bridge 
was not up when the Independent went 
by June 3. The bridge is notorious for 
being hit by overheight trucks, mainly 
from the south. It located between St. 
Antoine and Dorchester. All of the 
infrastructure for the new warning sys-
tem and barriers appears to be in place, 
but no barrier yet. – WI.
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A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY PROPERTIES

1 MCGILL #305, OLD MONTREAL“RITZ-CARLTON” #750, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE“PORT-ROYAL” #2101, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE “PORT-ROYAL” #1705, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

“RITZ-CARLTON” #650, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$3,995,000

UNPARALLELED LUXURY | WORLD-CLASS SERVICES

SUMPTUOUS AND SPACIOUS | FIVE STAR LIVING

“PORT-ROYAL” #1102, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

“PORT-ROYAL” #2605, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE “RITZ-CARLTON” #420, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

IMMENSE LIVING AREA  | CITY & RIVER VIEWS

$1,049,000

SPECTACULAR LIVING SPACES | CITY VIEWS BRIGHT AND LUXURIOUS | IDEAL PIED-À-TERRE ELEGANT AND REFINED | OVERLOOKING THE PARK

$2,495,000 $1,699,000

SPACIOUS APARTMENT | MOUNTAIN VIEWS

$1,075,000 $3,695,000

“BEAUX-ARTS” #17 WEST, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

“BEAUX-ARTS” #18 EAST/WEST, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

ENTIRE FLOOR APARTMENT | MOUNTAIN VIEWS

MAGNIFICENT APARTMENT | MOUNTAIN & RIVER VIEWS

$8,500,000

$398,000

LOVELY PIED-À-TERRE | MOUNTAIN VIEWS

SUMPTUOUS PENTHOUSE | BREATHTAKING VIEW

“RITZ-CARLTON” #PH-1400, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$22,500,000$3,995,000

$1,695,000



January/February transfers: Not much action 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in January and February, 2024, gleaned 
from city sources. A list of sales can be found 
on p. 19. 

The year 2024 started off very slowly, 
insofar as registration of real estate trans -
fers are concerned, with only three house 
registrations per month, one condo sale 
and one share sale, both in February, plus 
a small land sale in January. 

The six house sales ranged in price 
from $1,385,000 to $2,737,500, including 
none of the prices over $3 million that we 
normally find – at least to some extent – in 
monthly transfer lists. 

High & low houses 

The highest price in the two-month 
period involved a stonefront row-house on 
Elm Ave., which sold for $2,737,500 while 
having a municipal tax value of $1,178,400, 
representing also the highest mark-up of 
the two-month period at just under 26 per-
cent. 

The lowest price, $1,385,000 in Febru-
ary, transferred a house on Prince Albert 
Ave. opposite the park of the same name. 
That was slightly less than its valuation; 
four of the six home sales went for less, 
with the biggest mark-down at 646 Bel-
mont Ave., which is now in a “state of reno-
vation.” 

Overall, the six sales saw $11,307,500 for 
houses with a combined valuation of 
$11,809,900, thus an average of only 
$1,884,583 and an average mark-down of 
4.3 percent. 

The only condominium sale – signed in 
January – involved one of the flats in the 
former triplexes Claremont Ave. above 
Sher brooke St., which brought its owner 
$755,000, 11.5 percent above its 2023 mun -
icipal valuation. Then in February, a 53-
percent share of 461 Elm Ave. – which the 
owner said involves “Apartment One” – 
went for $1,075,000, some 30 percent above 
the proportion of the duplex’s $1,556,000 
valuation. 

Valuation roll looking flat 

This summer’s sales registrations pro-

vide the basis for the next valuation roll to 
come into effect in 2026, so unless there 
is a serious change in the way the market 

is moving, there might not be too much of 
a shift in valuations to be presented at that 
time.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

4536 MELROSE, NDG 
$850,000 CENTRIS # 19964000 

Divided condo lower duplex renovated with 
fin basement, 3 bdr, 2 bth, garage, backyard 

Excellent location between Terrebonne & Somerled. 
CALL TO ARRANGE A VISIT BEFORE ITS SOLD!

Joseph 
Marovitch 
COURTIER IMMOBILIER 

REAL ESTATE BROKER 

Remax Action Inc 
514-825-8771 

josephmarovitchrealestate.com

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

485 Prince Albert, lowest price,$1,385,000.

483 Elm, highest price, $2,737,500 and highest mark-up 25.7 percent.  646 Belmont, biggest mark-down, 24.8 percent. All photos May 24
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profusion.global
Profusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

Real Estate Broker
TINA BAER

$1,545,000

CHATEAU WESTMOUNT

1 Av. Wood, app. 402
Westmount

4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O.,
app. 504 | Westmount

$2,095,000

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in January-February 2024 
Address                                     Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2023 Val                      Ratio (±%)      Month 

646 Belmont                               Peter Brown & Margaret Graham                                                                          $1,400,000                      $1,862,000                             -24.8%          Jan 

483 Elm                                      The Sanctuary Trust                                                                                               $2,737,500                      $2,178,400                              25.7%          Jan 

434 Lansdowne                          estate Ivan Barry Pless                                                                                           $1,950,000                      $1,886,200                                3.4%          Feb 

485 Prince Albert                        Helena Richards                                                                                                     $1,385,000                      $1,530,600                               -9.5%          Feb 

29 Renfrew                                 Sheena MacLean & Suresh Thadhani                                                                    $1,575,000                      $1,742,400                               -9.6%          Jan 

639 Roslyn                                  Arlene Cohen                                                                                                          $2,260,000                      $2,610,300                             -13.4%          Feb 

CONDOMINIUMS 

430 Claremont                           Francyne Morin                                                                                                         $755,000                         $677,100                              11.5%          Feb 

SHARE SALES 

461 Elm, 53%¹                            Joanne Tremblay & Pierre Drapeau                                                                       $1,075,000                         $824,680                              30.3%          Feb 

OTHER 

Land, Grosvenor                        Cleophas Roussin & Comité de Gestion de la Taxe Scolaire                                    $11,000                         $288,300                             -96.2%          Jan 

¹Includes right of occupancy of Apt. 1. Valuation is 53 percent of $1,556,000.
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Annual maintenance by a skilled and licenced technician will keep your gas-fired 
pool heater or heat pump working 
efficiently for many years to come.514-990-1346

Call now to receive a discount of 10% 
for a tune up performed before June 15th

CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC. 
DIRECT HEATING INC.

Happy Fathers Day!

DUSAN  
L A N D S CA P I N G  

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING 
& PAVING SERVICES 

• Asphalte soding gardens • Paving 
• Decks • Unistone • Retaining walls 

• Patios • Fences • Pergolas 
• Tree service • Foundation repair 
• Renovations • Concrete Garage 

Floor replacement/installation 

514 554-6741 
pavingdusan.com

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

Police Report 

Police investigating pick-pockettings 
on Victoria and Claremont 
By Martin C. Barry 

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. are 
advising Westmounters who shop along 
Sherbrooke, Claremont and Victoria to 
beware of the possible presence of a pick-
pocket ring following two recent incidents 
that may be related. 

As reported in the Independent’s May 14 
issue (p. 12), a woman leaving the TD 
Canada Trust branch at the corner of Sher-
brooke and Claremont after withdrawing 
$1,000 in cash was robbed by a trio of pick-
pockets who followed her home and man-
aged to steal the wallet from her purse. 

In her complaint to the police, she said 
the three suspects who trailed her to her 
apartment building on de Maisonneuve 
Blvd. were the same as those she had seen 
earlier at the bank branch. 

New pick-pocketting incident 

In a suspected pickpocketting incident 
around the same area, a woman who was 
returning from shopping at the Metro 
super market on Victoria Ave. on May 28 
filed a complaint with police at Station 12 

that she was followed by two men who stop -
ped her momentarily to ask for in formation. 

“They approached her and asked if she 
had seen a dog,” said Station 12 commu-
nity relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit, read-
ing from the incident report. 

He said the victim, who was also headed 
towards de Maisonneuve Blvd., later sur-
mised, after realizing her wallet was miss-
ing, that it may have been at that moment 
her wallet was stolen. 

While Cst. Yigit was cautious, saying 
“there’s no proof” the two incidents indi-
cate an emerging pickpocketing trend in 
the Sherbrooke/Victoria/Claremont area, 
he said that he would be taking a look at 
images recorded by security cameras to 
help identify suspects. 

He repeated his previous advice that 
vulnerable persons in particular should 
avoid carrying large amounts of cash, while 
being cautious of strangers who seem to 
be watching too closely. 

Cars vandalized 

Three teenage boys from Westmount 
face the possibility of having to answer 

charges in youth court following an incident 
on May 26 when several parked vehicles 
were vandalized on Lansdowne Ave. 

According to the Station 12 incident 
report, the trio was spotted around 6:30 pm 
by a nearby resident who saw them caus-
ing a commotion as they struck vehicles – 
one of which ended up sustaining some 
damage. 

“The witness, after hearing some 
scream ing, looked out his window and saw 
three young kids around 15 years old just 
fooling around, breaking branches, pushing 
their way around,” said Yigit. He said the 
witness reported seeing one of the teens 
eventually take a swing at a parked vehicle. 

The witness called the police, who re -
spond ed and ended up intercepting the 
youths. They also confirmed that damage 
had been done to a vehicle. Charges again -
st the youths will depend on whether the 
owner of the damaged vehicle can be 
found and wants to file a criminal com-
plaint, said Yigit. 

“It’s still under investigation,” he said, 
confirming that the youths were residents 
of Westmount. 
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Helen Rainville Olders Music Award to honour late Westmounter 
By Martin C. Barry 

Longtime Lansdowne Ave. resident 
Henry Olders has decided to create a music 
award for students at Villa Maria School to 
honour the memory of his late wife, Helen 
Rainville, who was a Villa Maria graduate. 

Rainville died in early July 2019 follow-
ing a struggle with endometrial and colon 
cancer (see August 20, 2019, p. 3). She was 
well known in Westmount for her musical 
abilities and as a community volunteer (see 
profile, December 5, 2007, p. 13). 

She was a member of the city of West-
mount’s Community Events Advisory 
Committee, the Friends of the Library, the 
Westmount Quilters’ Guild and treasurer 
of the Westmount Municipal Association. 

A talented musician who for years was 
the official organist at St. Malachy’s Church 
in Snowdon, Rainville decided to take up 
the harp in 2007. 

“A couple of months ago, when a high 

school classmate of Helen’s asked me for 
some technical assistance in holding a 50th 

anniversary reunion of their class, Villa 

Maria ’74, it occurred to me that a nice way 
to honour Helen’s memory would be by 
creating an annual award to Villa Maria 
students in her name,” said Olders. 

Beginning this June and every year after, 
Villa Maria will be choosing two students 
(one each from the French and the English 
streams) to receive the Helen Rainville 
Olders Music Award. Each student will 
receive a certificate and a cheque for $250. 

The certificate will state in part: “The 
Helen Rainville Olders Music Award is 
given to two secondary four [grade 10] stu-
dents who, through their commitment to 
music, endeavour with passion, generosity, 
and humility to bring beauty and joy to 
their community.” 

To finance the award over the long 
term, an endowment fund has been set up, 
administered by the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Montreal. With a principal 
amount of $10,000, the Helen Rainville 
Olders Memorial Endowment Fund will 

provide five percent ($500) annually to the 
school. 

A starting donation of $5,000 has al -
ready been made by Henry Olders, and he 
is hoping others will come forward to help 
raise the endowment to $10,000. 

Donations can be made online via the 
following link (jcfm.fcsuite.com/erp/
donate), as well as by phone (Wendy Gross-
baum, 514.734.1592), or by cheque to the 
JCF (with the fund name in the memo 
line). JCF will provide a receipt for income 
tax purposes for donations over $18. 

Former friends and colleagues of Helen 
Rainville who might like to contribute can 
contact Henry Olders directly by phone or 
text at 514.290.2639 or by e-mail at henry.
olders@mcgill.ca.
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Galerie 203 to host McLaren Racing tribute to driver Senna 
The Grand Prix is coming to West-

mount! Premiering at Galerie 203 will be 
a superb one-off McLaren livery (paint 
scheme for a race car). 

Galery owner Corinne Asseraf hosted 
Grand Prix parties at her Notre Dame St. 
art gallery for many years. Now she is 
bringing this annual event’s exhilaration 
and energy to Greene Ave. There are many 
parties downtown. Now our neighbour-
hood has one: Grand Prix on Greene. 

Guests be able to view a magnificent 
McLaren machine – part of the global cel-
ebration of the 30th anniversary of racing 
car driver Ayrton Senna’s untimely death. 
As part of its Senna30 celebrations, the 
McLaren special operations team has cre-
ated a one-off McLaren Senna livery. 

The car boasts vibrant colours inspired 
by his racing helmet “and a bold energy 
that pays homage to Senna’s Brazilian 

roots.” 
Join the excitement at this unique 

moment. A DJ will ensure the cocktail-
dînatoire party mood is Grand Prix perfect. 

Thursday, June 6. 9:30 pm. Galerie 203, 
1346 Greene Ave. $75. Dress: Red carpet. 
Reservations necessary. Contact corinne@
galerie203.com. 514.261.0899. – VR.

HM Daphne Molson                 The Study 
HM Alexander Kobelansky 

                       St. George’s High School 

Grade Nine 
William Depow  Westmount High School 
Nicolas Olmos   Westmount High School 
April Chen                                  The Study 
HM Matilda Gore 

                       Westmount High School 

Grade Ten 
Juliette Marcoux                         The Study 
Luciana Merchan 

                       Westmount High School 
Yasmine Aouchiche 

         École internationale de Montréal 
HM Joy Gerhard 

                       Westmount High School 

Grade Eleven 
Kaiyuan Li                                  The Study 
Penny Benoit     Westmount High School 
Bianca Luger      St. George’s High School 
HM Olivia Bertucci 

                       Westmount High School 
HM Eliana Gasparrini               The Study 
HM = Honourable Mention

McEntyre winners, cont’d from p. 13

Photo courtesy of McLaren Racing.

LORRI FAUGHNAN 
courtier immobilier résidentiel & commercial 

To  B u y  a n d  S e l l  
5 1 4 . 7 1 5 . 6 2 0 1  

lorrifaughnan@gmail.com 
lorrifaughnan.ca 

R E / M A X  A c t i o n  –  W E S T M O U N T

À  V O T R E  S E R V I C E  * * *  A T  Y O U R  S E R V I C E

N O  O N E  I N  T H E  W O R L D  S E L L S  M O R E  T H A N  R E / M A X

WESTMOUNT 
POM condo apartment for rent 

July 2024 to Sept 2025. 
Lovely spacious 2 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, with 2 garages. 

1,745 square feet, sunny, 
facing south with atrium. 

$4,000/mo. 
Centris # 16589246

R EN TA L

Henry Olders, seen here on May 29 with a por-
trait of his late wife, Helen Rainville and the harp 
she used to play, has established the Helen Rain-
ville Olders Music Award at Villa Maria School 
from which she graduated in 1974.
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Pinchevsky, Shine speak at Temple 

The evacuee and the therapist: Two perspectives on mental health 

By Jennifer Ball 

Two Jewish childhood friends whose 
friendship has endured for almost 70 years 
shared their insights on resilience during 
a shabbat service dedicated to mental 
health. 

On May 10, Pnina Pinchevsky and Ruthie 
Shine were invited to Temple Emanu-El-
Beth Sholom for a shabbat that explored the 
intersections of mental health, spirituality 
and resilience. The temple is found on 
Sherbrooke at Wood Ave. 

Rabbi Lisa Grushcow said that the shab-
bat service was part of a broader commu-
nity effort for mental health. 

She approached Pnina Pinchevsky, who 
is a member of Temple, as they taught a 
class on resilience together, taking a rab-
binic approach to the subject matter. 

Pinchevsky confirmed her presence for 
the talk and invited her friend Ruthie 
Shine, who is an evacuee, to come and 

speak with her. There has been consider-
able displacement of people at the north-
ern Israeli border with Lebanon after 
October 7, and Shine has de-camped to a 
hotel with her youngest son, who is signifi-
cantly disabled. 

Pinchevsky said, “These days we do not 
talk about trauma without referring to 
October 7 and post-October 7… 

“When I came back to Canada after the 
October events, I was so inspired by [Shine’s] 
determination to build a new life [and a 
new community] in a hotel that I felt that 
the [talk on] trauma and resilience must be 
shared from this perspective… 

“Ruthie is only here to represent Ruthie. 
She’s not representing the Israeli govern-
ment, the state of Israeli, and she does not 
represent the over 100,000 Israelis who are 
living away from their home.” 

October 7’s nightmare 

Shine said, “On October 7, we walked 

into a nightmare. We did not know what 
was going on but slowly, slowly, step by 
step, the stories reached our ears… 

“…I was in shock, everybody around us 
was in shock, and I got into a panic be -
cause I knew Hezbollah was much more 
experienced, much more professional, and 
much better organized… than Hamas… 

“I had feelings of fear, anxiety and fear 
for the future. 

“When is it going to end, when are we 
going to be able to go home, what about 
the Israeli hostages?... 

“But we are not victims. We are just 
evacuees. We are not refugees. We are in 
our own country and whenever it will be 
possible, we will go home.” 

Rabbi Grushcow said that shabbat gives 
the community the opportunity to bring to 
the foreground voices, issues and conver-
sations that are not as front and centre as 

they ought to be. 
“The things that we can’t talk about – 

the things that we’re afraid to talk about – 
are the things that we most need to talk 
about.” 

Positive change 

Pinchevsky, earned a master of social 
work and completed postgraduate training 
in psychotherapy. She has made it her life’s 
goal to work to empower individuals and 
foster positive change in mental health and 
social well-being. Her work demonstrates 
the transformative power of compassion 
and action. 

Shine is a retired school vice-principal 
from a village in Israel near the Lebanese 
border. She is a member and leader of an 
Israeli organization dedicated to the inclu-
sion and empowerment of people with dis-
abilities.

Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom is located on Sherbrooke at Wood Ave. Photography was not per-
mitted inside Temple on May 10. Photo taken May 14.

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com



Dramatis Personae turns 40 

Plays have run the gamut from Aristophanes to Noel Coward 

By Jennifer Ball 

Westmount’s community theatre group 
Dramatis Personae had two reasons to 
cheer recently: it is commemorating its 40-
year anniversary, and it staged its second 
annual theatre production on May 22, 23, 
25 and 26. 

Ann Elbourne and Ellen Rubin – who 
are the producers behind the plays that 
Dramatis Personae stage – recalled that 40 
years ago Ann Page founded the indepen-
dent theatre group with a collective, deci-
sion-making membership. 

It is a not-for-profit group that is funded 
by membership fees and donations from 
audiences. 

Elbourne started in 2000 and Rubin in 
2002. They met with the Independent on 
May 7 to discuss company developments 
over the years. 

Some history 

In 1987, the late Sally Aitken, who was 

a city councillor at the time, brought 
Dramatis Personae into the city’s recre-
ational and cultural programme as a 
course that could be taken. The city hired 
a director, but attendance was low, and the 
course did not meet the minimum atten-
dance requirement. 

The city said they could continue but as 
an associate group and this is what they 
did. 

From 2007 until the spring of 2015, Jac-
queline Van der Geer directed plays, then 
Christopher Moore from 2015 until this 
year, when they brought Marissa Blair in. 

These are just some of the full-length 
plays that they have staged since 2008: 

2008 – Arrivals and Departures by •
Carol Shield, 
2009 – The Ballad of the Sad Café which •
is an Edward Albee adaptation of a 
Carson McCullers novella, 
2011 – Under Milkwood by Dylan •
Thomas, 
2013 – Nude with Violin by Noel •

Coward, 
2015 – Noises Off by Michael Frayn, •
2017 – The Birds by Aristophanes and •
translated by Peter Meineck. 
Elbourne said there is a sub-committee 

that reads a smattering of plays to deter-
mine “which ones would work with the 
casts that we have.” 

Dramatis swims against the current tide 
of two-performer productions because it 
must look for something with enough 
characters. “Because everybody pays a reg-
istration fee, everybody deserves to have a 
part,” Rubin explained. 

Too much light 

The latest production, which took place 
at Victoria Hall, was Too Much Light Makes 
the Baby Go Blind. The work is by Greg 
Allen, directed by Blair, and consists of 30 
rapid-fire plays delivered in 60 minutes. 

The audience got to choose the order of 
them and some required audience partici-
pation. 

It featured many actors who have per-
formed regularly for the company includ-
ing Ian Knowles, Ann Elbourne, Jenny 
Chopra, Ellen Rubin, Brian Wrench, Karen 
Sauder, Nathalie Saint-Pierre and Bruna 
Perussello, 

In reflecting over the past four decades 
Rubin said, “there is nothing like theatre: 
the immediacy of human interaction, you 
just don’t get that from a screen.” 

Every performance is going to be differ-
ent, Elbourne said, and “there is going to 
be a dynamic between the actors and the 
audience.” 

Both women mentioned that they are 
incredibly grateful to the city for allowing 

them to perform in Victoria Hall and to 
have free rehearsal space there as well, but 
they lament that there isn’t more support 
for community theatre in Westmount. 

“We would like to be considered a West-
mount organization rather than an outside 
group. Having a designated theatre – with 
everything that is required for it – would 
be nice,” Elbourne said. 

Because “having a community theatre 
is not nothing and we do all the dog work 
to bring community theatre [to the audi-
ence],” Rubin said.
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

From left, Ellen Rubin and Ann Elbourne, the 
producers behind Dramatis Personae plays, in 
Westmount Park on May 7.

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com



Tour de l’Île June 2 

Perfect weather, happy cyclists, happy crowds – Cycle jam, at least two spills 
Montreal’s Tour de l’Île bicycling event 

wound its way through Westmount June 
2, coming into Westmount from the west 
on Côte St. Antoine and then south on 
Lansdowne to Glen Rd. into St. Henri, 
starting at about 11 am. 

The weather could not have been nicer 
and an estimated 18,000 cyclists and many 
well-wishers were out, with the main 50-
km loop starting from and going to Rachel 
St. and Park Ave. in the Plateau. 

Police became concerned about the 

speed of cyclists on Lansdowne below Côte 
St. Antoine and asked people to walk their 
bikes down the hill. This request caused a 
traffic jam on Côte St. Antoine west of 
Lansdowne. 

The Independent witnessed two spills on 

Glen Rd. just south of the stone railway 
bridge, which might have been caused by 
the old tram rails coming through the 
asphalt. Ambulance staff and volunteers 
sprung into action. – WI, LS & RT.

June 4, 2024 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 25

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514 482-5267 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

▲ A spill on Glen Rd. just up from the Home Depot. Photo: Ralph Thompson. 

▶ A traffic jam on Côte St. Antoine west of Lansdowne. Cyclists had to wait to walk their bikes 
down the hill. Photo courtesy of Marja Sherman. 

Cyclists on Lansdowne above Sherbrooke, above right, and below. All styles of bike were used by 
participants. Above right: Ralph Thompson; Below: Laureen Sweeney.



Architect Wigglesworth remembers 

Re-purposing the Congrégation de Notre-Dame 
motherhouse for Dawson College 
By Ralph Thompson 

The Westmount Historical Association 
(WHA) hosted renowned architect David 
Wigglesworth, former partner at Dimako-
poulos et Associés, to talk about his in -
volvement in the transformation of the 
Congrégation de Notre-Dame mother-
house into Dawson College, more specifi-
cally its chapel into the CEGEP’s library. 

Wigglesworth opened his May 16 pres-
entation with a little historical perspective 
going back to 1652 when the Congregation 
of the Sisters of Notre Dame was founded 
by Marguerite Bourgeoys to help and edu-
cate French and native peoples. It soon out-
grew its facilities in Old Montreal. 

In 1893, following multiple fires, the 
Sulpicians, who were the seigniorial land-
lords of most of the island of Montreal, 
sold the Congrégation land at a very low 
price to build a new motherhouse. The site 
at Atwater and Sherbrooke straddled the 
border between the city of Montreal and 
the municipality that was soon (1895) to be 
called “Westmount.” 

Jean Omer Marchand and his American 
partner, Samuel Steven Haskell, were 
selected to design the new structure, a con-
temporary Beaux Arts building with a 
Romanesque theme. 

Dawson bursting at the seams 

Meanwhile, by 1980, Dawson College 
CEGEP – founded in 1969 – had 3,000 stu-
dents spread across 14 buildings in Mon-
treal. In 1982, it was granted the right to 
consolidate all its campuses into the 
mother house. There were issues, though. 
The building had been designed to house 
300 sisters, not contain 4,000 energetic 
young-adult students. 

The reinforced concrete structure, floor 
structures and bright open-plan corridors 
and staircases did not meet modern safety 
and fire standards. Heritage laws com-
pletely forbade modification to the exterior 
of the building. Many interior elements, 
including the chapel, were also protected 
under heritage laws in Quebec. 

However, the rather utilitarian balconies 
at the rear of the building on de Maison-
neuve were removed. 

What to do with the chapel? 

One of the many big challenges was 
what to do with the strictly protected his-
toric chapel, and its Casavant organ, high 
ceilings, dome and ornate windows. Wig-
glesworth explained that several ideas were 

floated: a concert hall, theatre, student 
meeting place and exhibition hall. 

But the front runner became a library 
and reading room. 

The mezzanines were established for 
books and the one major heritage conces-
sion was allowing a grand staircase to be 
added from the reading room up to them. 

The magnificent cruciform hanging 
lights were retained and restored, requi-
ring extensive scaffolding to enable work 
on these very heavy chandeliers. 

Although the organ pipes remain today, 
the rest of it was removed. Decorative art 
works were added to cover the alcoves. 

The rear of the building, which had 
originally housed the furnace room, be -
came an entrance, but the tall, now decor-
ative, chimney remains as a reminder of 
its original use. 

Later, additional space on the campus 
was created a bove and below ground for 
studios and workshops, and direct access 
to the At water Metro station. 

Following the extensive, multi-million 
renovations, some of the sisters were able 
to return to see their former chapel and 
were apparently very pleased with the 
result and use of the facilities. 

Claire Elliott, Dawson’s librarian, joined 
the speaker to answer questions from the 
audience.

Architect David Wigglesworth shows a slide of the chapel as it was before its conversion to Dawson’s 
reading room and library.
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Yard Work 

Yard work, garden cleaning, weeding, mulch 514-294-5562. 

New Barber Shop 
Woody’s Barbershop, 4055 Ste. Catherine west, Suite 194. Hair-
cuts for men & kids at great prices! Instagram – woodys_mtl. 

Housekeeping Available 
Regular Residential Housekeeping, damage insurance $2,000,000, 
some availability for summer and fall 2024, professional service, 
free estimate Marie 514-290-1673. 

Painter Available 
Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and 
 references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Buying Collectables 
Coins, Comics, War Medals, Silver Cutlery & tea sets, Gold, 
Jewelry, watches, stamps, records Judaica, Olympic & Military 
Items etc. We make house calls. 44 years of trust; Call Ron 514-
996-6798. 

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

work shop outside the Visual Arts Centre 
is planned for 1 to 4 pm on exploring tech-
niques of “marbling” on paper and the 
simple folding of paper to create an orig-
inal and functional pinwheel. 

“Children under age 5 are welcome,” 
Lulham said, “but will need help from an 
accompanying adult.” In case of rain, the 
event will take place inside the centre at 
Victoria and Somerville. 

Centre Greene will be also animating 
fun attractions at the same location while 
Westmount Stationery is offering “free 
custom embroidery” using a computerized 
embroidery machine for applying names 

on agendas and journals brought along or 
newly purchased. 

New participants 

Among the new attractions, the Royal 
Bank, Scotiabank and TD are planning 
activities outside their venues while Chris-
tina Miller Real Estate Group is sponsoring 
various activities in Prince Albert square 
that include free popcorn, tattoos and 
helium balloons. 

“Victoria village is a community of mer-
chants and businesses serving our West-
mount residents and beyond – come enjoy 
a fun weekend!” Lulham said.

Vic village festival, cont’d from p. 1



Fantastic Topaz 
A delightful little miss, Topaz is in 

foster care for the Gerdy’s Rescues and 
Adoptions group. She has been her best 
self and has pleased everyone with her 
great results from training in leash-walk-
ing, focussed heeling, advanced com-
mands and the dog-dog experience. 

As a sweetheart companion, Topaz is 
affectionate and enthusiastic. Happy in 
bonding, she looks forward to sharing the 
everyday: indoor cuddling, outdoor adven-
tures as car rides and walks, or on the 

Petite Zara 

Lovely as can be, and very playful, Zara 
is in foster care for the Montreal SPCA. A 
white-and-grey tabby pixie with huge green 
eyes, Zara really makes an impression. At 
one year of age, she is a fun little playmate 
for the family, cuddly and silly. 

Zara is a very healthy kitten, up to date 
with her inoculations, spayed and micro-
chipped. 

If you would like to find out more about 
her and apply on the Montreal SPCA web-
site, please refer to their www.spca.com 
link, then refer to her information page by 
her identification number, 2000096917. 
Click on the “Fill out the form” black rec-
tangle, and you will have the basic informa-
tion questionnaire to fill out in order for 
the adoption coordinators to contact you 
back. Then you can discuss adoption and 
your interest in Zara. 

Such a delight, a wonderful kitten to 
love and share home with. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler
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5517 Monkland Ave., Montreal 
514 481 8838  

valerie.teroux@notarius.net

NOTARY |  EST.  1988

WILLS
—

MANDATES
—

ESTATE SETTLEMENTS
—

HOMOLOGATION  
OF MANDATES

—
PROTECTIVE SUPERVISION 

(FOR INCAPACITY)

Up to 80% off

BREAKING NEWS
Flash Sale-Spring/Summer Collection

Custom 
Outdoor Lighting 
& Sound Systems

Concept72.ca 
514-400-7000

With C72, your outdoor space isn’t just illuminated, 
it's transformed into a masterpiece uniquely yours, 

evoking emotions, enhancing experiences, 
and leaving a lasting legacy of brilliance.

home front while running around the 
fenced backyard. 

Topaz has no experience with cats and 
is best in a home with children over 10 
years of age. She is a very healthy and ener-
getic terrier mix, up to date with her inocu-
lations, spayed and microchipped. 

Please enquire about Topaz with the 
Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions volunteers 
at their website www.gerdysrescue.org or 
email them at info@gerdysrescue.org. Her 
development while in foster care is excel-
lent. She enjoys company and training. She 
is most proud of her achievements, bright 
and looking to please! 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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You May Be Getting Older, But 
Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It 

Over the years, a number of environmental assaults 
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity. 
These factors can’t be stopped entirely, but they can be 
controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products. 
A compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of 

cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your 
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as 

young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont) 
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205
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Prager publishes 
cookbook by 
his parents 

Forty years ago, Eva and Richard Prager 
were published every week in the local 
paper. The Westmount Examiner (closed 
since 2015) ran their “Adventures in Cook-
ing,” a charming recital of moments from 
another era. 

Along with being a businessman, Richie 
– as he was known to friends – was an excel-
lent “hobby-gourmet” chef, having worked 
as a sous-chef at London’s Savoy during the 
war. His wife Eva was an artist, renowned 
for her portraits. They made a terrific team. 

Richie recounted his cooking experi-
ences and gave readers the recipes; Eva 
illustrated the stories. One chronicle noted 
that while they were staying at Rideau 
House, the official residence of the gov-
ernor general, while Eva did a portrait of 
then governor general Jeanne Sauvé (1984-
1990), Richie prepared some meals. 

The evocative memories were also 
touched with humour. Another adventure 
noted that a hostess forgot to turn on the 
oven for a turkey. Richie transformed the 
moment. He cut the turkey “into small bits 
and cooked them à l’orange.” 

He recalled a meal when he was 17: 
“Refrigerators did not generally exist in 
those days so we kept the wine cool in a 
lake.” 

After a sojourn in Mykonos, the column 
listed his version of Spanakopita illustrated 
with Eva’s sketch of a Greek temple. 

Perhaps my favourite account was about 
violinist and conductor Yehudi Menuhin. 
Eva knew him because her father, the inter-
nationally renowned artist Joseph Oppen-
heimer, had painted his portrait. By chance, 
travelling by train to Locarno, Switzerland, 
Eva and Richie ran into him. Their conver-
sation delved into memories, in particular 
Oppenheimer’s roast veal dinner for the 
acclaimed violinist. That recipe also stars 

in this delightful book. 
The book was published by Vincent 

Prager, Eva and Richie’s son, who grew up 
in Westmount, and was given away at his 
80th birthday. An archivist sorting through 
family documents discovered the series so 
Vincent decided to reprint them “exactly 
as they appeared each week in 1982.” 

The delightful tales form an integral 
part of the recipes providing an enchanting 
remembrance of things past. And now the 
Prager’s memories come full circle. The 
story about Richard Prager’s anecdotes is 
published once again in a newspaper; this 
time the Westmount Independent. These 
nostalgic reminiscences, full of amazing 
friendships in a bygone era, make one 
pause in our whirling tech world. 

(Full disclosure. Not only did Eva Prager 
paint my daughter’s portrait, but I enjoyed 
many delicious meals at Eva and Richard 
Prager’s Westmount home.)

Vincent Prager, holding Adventures in Cooking. 
The portrait is of Eva Prager by her father, Joseph 
Oppenheimer.

Art 

Veronica Redgrave
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Prager turns 80 at designer Hillside party 

The invitation dress code read “Extrava-
gant!” so most guests added elaboration to 
their attire at Vincent Prager’s 80th party. 

The birthday boy himself wore a fabu-
lous Basquiat bomber jacket. Some ladies 
donned gala-worthy long skirts and many 
added red-carpet bling that twinkled under 
the disco ball. The creative décor was by 
designer Roberto Menegati, who fashioned 
an innovative mood complete with Cirque 
de Soleil performers. 

An amusing touch? Tiny yellow rubber 
duckies “swimming” amidst flowers in 
large vases. 

Prager held his celebratory night at the 
Hillside Tennis Club. The menu was 
bespoke. Menegati worked with Jason 
Viau-Breau, the club’s director general, to 
ensure the cocktail-dinatoîre was ample 
and that the duck/roast beef choices were 
done to perfection. 

Dessert was a tempting choice of truffle 
bites, cupcakes and a cake – of course! 

Prager gave guests a charming parting 
gift: a book of his father 
Richard Prager’s recipes, 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 30 Nike Coulourides, Vincent Prager and Daniel Bichet.
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illustrated by Eva Prager. Found in the 
archives of Prager documents, they were 
published weekly in the Westmount Exam-
iner throughout 1982 (see story, p. 28). 

Amidst the revellers were Kathryn Ste-
phenson and Peter Trent, Nancy Cleman, 
Ted Claxton, Gillian and Bryan MacCor-
mack, Belle and Ernie Grivakis, Elizabeth 
Wirth, Diane Fowler LeBlanc, Suzanne 
and Daniel Colson, Connie and Marc 
Médalsy, Supreme Court of Canada judge 
Suzanne Côté and Gerald Tremblay, Jean 
Philippe Ewert, Hugh Cowans, Margie and 
Bob Ross, Linda and The Honorable Sean 
Harrington, Nike Coulourides and Daniel 
Bichet, Pam McLernon, Betsy Mitchell, 
Rasa Pavilanis, Rosemary Christensen and 
Elsa Bolam and Maurice Podbrey. 

Attending from Vincent’s Selwyn House 
1959 class were Harry Bloomfield (there 
with his wife Nancy), Michel Guité and Lee 
Watchorn, with his wife Nancy. 

Hailing from out of town were Anne 
Summers (England), Cristina Santos (Bra-
zil), Gabriela Naidu (Zurich, Switzerland), 
Barbara Chaffe and Rob Weir, Caroline 
Davies and Vicki Hogarth and Patrick Watt 
(St. Andrews), and Jason Hickey (New-
foundland). 

Arriving from Toronto were Kathy and 
Ron Base, Don Smith, Joanne Sutherland 

and Rob Douglas, and Joanne and André 
Sulzenko. 

The evening was art-full in another way. 
Guests painted on a large follow-the-lines 
canvas of Zeeba, another of Vincent’s best 
friends – this one with a wet black muzzle 
and silky fur coat. 

Besties all enjoyed the night. A pitch-
perfect party marking not only a milestone 
but the touchstone of friendships.

Snuff Bottles

Social notes, cont’d from p. 29

Roberto Menegati with one of the night’s per-
formers.

Suzanne Côté and Jean Philippe Ewert.

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

514.651.5235
REAL ESTATE BROKER
LORI SCHWARTZ

RE/MAX ACTION INC. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

3435 PRUD’HOMME #10 
BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED

Guests reading Adventures in Cooking.

From the Selwyn House class of 1959:Vincent Prager, Harry Bloomfield, Michel Guite and Lee 
Watchorn.

Sean and Linda Harrington, and Betsy Mitchell.
Former Westmount mayor Peter Trent 

and Kathryn Stephenson
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

NEW

Old Montréal
599 RUE WELLINGTON #302-303

$3,595,000

PRIVATE ROOFTOP TERRACE

NEW

Montréal (Mile-End)
5133 CASGRAIN  AV.

$1,800,000 + TX

OUTDOOR TERRACE

Ville Marie (Golden Square Mile)
1420 RUE SHERBROOKE W., APT. 602

$2,239,000

DOUBLE GARAGE

NEW

Westmount
6 FORDEN AV.

$4,195,000

BEST
LOCATION

HISTORIC
BUILDING

CONDITIONAL
OFFER

Sud Ouest
1500 RUE DES BASSINS, APT. 601

RENTAL $5,250 / MONTH

MAGNIFICENT
VIEWS

BEST
LOCATION

3 2 2Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE,  APT. 1912

$1,695,000 / $7,500 / month

1 1 + 1 1
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