
Proposals: Ban non-resident dogs, reduce parking 

Alleged ‘abuse’ of Summit Woods 
by dogs dominates long meeting 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Increased enforcement of dog regula-
tions in Summit Woods and boosting 
amounts of related fines were among a 
number of suggestions city council heard 
from residents at its meeting March 18 to 
deal with preventing off-trail use, increased 
parking and dogs scaring some people. 

It was even suggested that non-resident 
dogs be prohibited from using the urban 
forest in what is officially a bird and fauna 
sanctuary but where dogs are allowed off 
leash at certain times. By issuing licences 
to non-Westmounters, “Why are we en -
cour aging other municipalities to close 
their runs?” asked one questioner. 

Concerns for the use by off-leash dogs 
consumed much of the first hour of what 
became a three-hour council session. 

“A lot of residents are concerned with 

the state of the woods and the lack of 
respect for the summit (by dog owners),” 
explained Councillor Antonio D’Amico, 
who represents the district and spoke to 
some of their concerns. “I hear both sides. 
It’s a balancing act.” 

Over the years, while the city proposed 
closing off portions of various trails and 
redundant paths to allow for regeneration 
of the woods, this continues to be re quest -
ed by John Fretz of Lansdowne Ave., 
though little action had been reported 
recently. Fretz later thanked D’Amico for 
his “voice” at the meeting. 

In the early 1990s, landscape architect 
Sandra Donaldson was commissioned by 
the city to undertake a restoration of the 
woods. The project tackled issues such as 
erosion and preservation of biodiversity by 
closing off redundant paths (see letter June 
18, 2019, p. 8).

Cutting down on regular council 
meetings leads to 3-hour session 
By Laureen Sweeney 

While the March 18 council meeting 
was somewhat delayed by schools’ March 
breaks, it also reflected the plan to reduce 
the number of “regular” sessions to one 
per month even though “special” or “extra-
ordinary” ones have so far been added. 

The length of the recent meeting also 
resulted from a longer than usual opening 
question period. 

While rules governing council question 
periods in By-law 1464 limit the opening 
one to 60 minutes “at the discretion of the 
mayor,” this one preceded an agenda of 51 
items extending the meeting to three 
hours counting a closing question period 
of 30 minutes. 

The business items included notice of 
motions to adopt six (draft) by-law amend-
ments, all subject to public 
consultation. These are to 
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Foot pain? 
Heel spur? 
Bunions?

— Consult — 
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist 
Dr. Sur Pio Yip, podiatrist 

514-439-5112 
245 Victoria #525, Westmount

Greek independence, two PMs and a Westmount cannon 

On March 24, the re-enactors of the Westmount Battery brought one of Westmount’s two cannon 
to the parade in Park Extension celebrating Greek independence, which took place one day before 
the official day. The prime minister of Greece, Kyriakos Mitsotakis, and Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau, at top right, were grand marshals. Coincidentally, the Westmount cannon were made in 1810, 
not too far in time from the War of Greek Independence (1821-32), and their type was in use until 
1860. They are also from the United Kingdom, which supported the Greeks against the Ottoman 
Empire. The battery also marched with a World War II-era howitzer. Photo courtesy of Dominic Varvaro.

continued on p. 4

 

   

   
Bra
Sen

Tel
ste

W

 

   

   

icense. BMO Private Wealth is a brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its
s and services.

adley Steinmetz
nior Portfolio Manager

: 514-282-5825  |  bradley.steinmetz@bmo.com
einmetzwealth.com

With us, ’ it’ss personal.

PC
D1

33
40

BMO Nesbitt Burns
 

   

   

® Registered trademark of Bank of Montreal, used under li
affiliates in providing private wealth management products

BRIGID SCULLION
L U X U R Y  R E A L  E S T A T E

514.235.7878

www

Real Estate Broker

Savvy v
T
 y dream home ideal buyer



2 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – March 26, 2024



Council approves $80,000 
to help merchant groups 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s two non-profit merchant 
associations were awarded $40,000 each at 
the city council meeting March 18. These 
are to help maintain their viability. 

The resolution moved by Councillor 
Matt Aronson, whose commissionership 
includes economic development, who 
specified the grants are conditional on the 
groups providing financial statements for 
the year ending 2023 and a breakdown and 
allocation of funds. 

“This is a one-year grant,” that enables 
the local merchants to provide activities 
that encourage people to shop locally, he 

explained. “It’s a tough time for mer-
chants.” 

The Westmount Victoria Village Mer-
chants Association, at the west end, and 
the Greene Merchants’ Association, to the 
east, will once again hold street festivals 
among these activities, according to 
 Cynthia Lulham, the general manager of 
both. 

Their respective annual meetings will 
take place this week, she told the Indepen-
dent.

Man breaks ankle in fall 
near bike path in Westmount Park 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A 75-year-old Westmount man was 
reported to have fallen on or beside the 
bike path in Westmount Park March 12, 
according to Public Security officials. Pat -
rollers who received a call to help him at 
3:37 pm assessed his injuries, moved him 
from “a muddy puddle” to a park bench 
and made him as comfortable as possible. 

While it was believed he had slipped on 
the mud that later heavily covered the as -
sisting officer, it was not clear whether he 
was trying to cross the bike path or walking 
alongside it. 

He was “confirmed” to have broken an 
ankle and was taken to the Montreal Gen-
eral Hospital by Urgences Santé. 

Door-to-door solicitors 
spotted, warned 

Public safety officers spotted two 20-
year-old men calling at doors on Carleton 

north of Westmount Ave. March 16 at 2:15 
pm, Public Security officials report. They 
were asked to stop and warned against sol-
iciting without being registered to do so. 

Public Security assists 
injured woman who trips 
at Metro grocery 

An 83-year-old woman who fell inside 
the Metro grocery store March 21 was 
reported to have tripped on a carpet at the 
entrance, Public Security officials said. She 
was reported to have put out her right arm 
to protect herself. In doing so, she ap pear -
ed to have suffered a dislocated shoulder 
and a cut above the eyes from sunglasses 
she wore. 

Officers left after arrival of an ambu-
lance. She was reported as living in West-
mount and had been wearing flat shoes, 
but no other details were provided.
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Stress free living! 

WESTMOUNT | 1 WOOD AVENUE #210 
Well worth a visit! Over 1000 sq ft of elegance and comfort. Nothing spared! 

Ideal for a pied-à-terre or investment property. 1 Wood Avenue 
offers uncompromised service and amenities. 

Call today for a private showing! 
MLS #27348669 | $799,000

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker 

514.941.9105 Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

june@junebaily.com 
junebaily.com

sylvielafreniere.com/youtube 

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514 933-6781

First Ad! Monkland Village living at its best on 
Duquette! Beautifully maintained and updated. 
Spacious and sunny duplex featuring a finished 
basement, 2 indoor garages and 2 outdoor parking 
spots. 3 bedrooms, large front balcony, air 
conditioned, electric car charging station. Double 
occupancy, perfect for multi-generational families. 
Quiet one-way street. Only a 6-minute walk to the 
metro and shops, 5 minutes from the highway. 

$1,425,000

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

A splash of Colour, A hint of 
Humour …With Amazing Results

NDG

First Ad! 2-bedroom condo in Club Marin 1 – Wake 
up each morning to gorgeous river views while 
sipping your coffee on your private balcony. 
Spacious rooms, hardwood floors, 2 bathrooms, 
garage with electric charging station. Amenities 
include outdoor pool, gym, sauna, etc. 

Priced to sell: $565,000

Nuns’ Island

Dorval Island: 3 bedroom cottage for rent 
for 3 weeks, Jul. 20 to Aug. 9 – $3,800

D’AGOSTINO 
CONSTRUCTION 

Jack D’Agostino 
514-992-4647 

jack.dagostino26@gmail.com 

Exterior CORNICE repairs 
on roof overhang. 

Exterior balconies and stairs. 
French drains and 
water infiltration. 

Pave-uni and retaining walls.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to 
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words 

and submit before Friday 10 am. Email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com
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Eighteen Quebec and 
Ontario dealers in used 

& rare books, prints, 
autographs, ephemera 

and maps. 

Saturday, March 30 
10 am to 5 pm 

CENTRE GREENE 
Greene Avenue 

Community Centre 
1090 Greene Avenue, 

Westmount, QC H3Z 1Z9 
(just below Dorchester) 

Admission $3 

Info: 514-935-9581 
defreitasbooks.com/wbf.html

Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

establish an increase in tariffs (draft 1615), 
govern the city’s planning program regard-
ing “heat islands” (1616), waste manage-
ment (1617), electricity rates (1618) and the 
supply of electricity (number 1619). 

Also of interest to some residents was 
a new by-law (1620) to authorize a loan for 
$7,737,426 for reconstruction work on 
Upper Lansdowne and replacement of its 
water main (see story January 30, p. 1). 

Three other by-laws were ones adopted 
to establish a Westmount Heritage Council 
(1607), amend the Planning Advisory Com-
munity (1608) and demolish buildings 
(1609). 

Along with these were approval of sev -
eral seasonal contracts: for spring planting 
as well to clean catchbasins, maintain clay 
tennis courts, maintain playing fields, pro-

vide structural lining for water mains, and 
purchase two new gasoline-powered pick-
ups. 

Aronson votes against new gas pickups 

In keeping with his tradition to promote 
the use of electric vehicles as commis-
sioner of sustainability, Councillor Matt 
Aronson voted March 18 against the coun-
cil’s approval to purchase two 4x4 crew cab 
utility pick-ups with gasoline engines. 

Among other vehicles Aronson has op -
posed on this principle were a full-size 
pick-up truck in July 2023 and three pick-
ups in July 2022. In both cases, electric ver-
sions were unavailable and he described 
his opposition vote as “symbolic” and “a 
harbinger of what’s to come” (see story July 
4, 2022, p. 5).

Council meeting, cont’d from p. 1
Looking down Surrey Gardens from Gordon 
Crescent on March 12 at 7:15 pm. St. Joseph’s 
Oratory, centre, is a National Historic Site of 
Canada and the country’s largest church. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Sinking like a sunset
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Custom Outdoor 
Lighting & Sound Systems

Concept72.ca 514-400-7000

The finest retirement 
lifestyle is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and 

ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will tend 

to all your needs 24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our 
NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES 
4430 St. Catherine West • 514-935-1212 

www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Library’s 125th anniversary lecture 
focuses on history of ‘modern’ libraries 
By Martin C. Barry 

The histories of libraries 
and museums are intricately 
linked, according to Karina 
Cahill, a seasoned academic 
researcher who is a reference 
librarian at Westmount Public 
Library. 

The Westmount Public Li-
brary is in the midst of cele -
brating its 125th anniversary. 

On March 15, a lecture 
was attend ed by around 40 
people and offered a general 
look at libraries, with empha-
sis on their development in 
France, England and North 
Am erica, starting at the end 
of the medieval period. 

Although the sharing of 
books goes back to antiquity, 
the concept of a library as we 
know it is more recent, said 
Cahill, who traced library history from the 
Renaissance to more modern times. 

Cahill has masters degrees in philosophy, 
French literature and library sciences, as 

well as a graduate degree 
from Université de Paris, 
where she wrote a thesis on 
theatre under Louis XIV. She 
also gave a lecture at the li-
brary last March on opera 
during Louis XIV’s reign. 

The “codex,” made up of 
sheets of bound parchment 
made of treated animal skin, 
was the historical ancestor of 
the modern book. According 
to Cahill, Italian Renaissance 
scholar and poet Petrarch’s 
donation of his personal col-
lection of books was one of 
the first instances of a pub-
licly-accessible library being 
created during the period in 
question. 

After the introduction into 
13th century Europe of paper-
making knowledge from 
China, followed by the inven-

tion of the printing press in the 15th cen-
tury, some of the first public libraries 
began to spring up in churches, said 
Cahill, while adding that these books con-

sisted mostly of religious texts. 
She said some of the most outstanding 

examples of early libraries in France be -
long ed to religious congregations or 
wealthy patrons. “These libraries were open 
a few hours a week and people could come 
and visit them,” she said. 

“The history of libraries and museums 
are intricately linked,” she continued, not-
ing that early libraries often displayed 
objects one might normally find today in 
museums. 

“There you could find ancient medals, 
or costumes from faraway countries, or 
objects of natural science like skeletons, 
animals. And so, they functioned very 
much like a museum. So, many people 
went there at opening hours not to read 
books, but actually to visit the library as 
one would do a museum.” 

In England, some of the first libraries 
were set up by mine workers eager to 
advance their learning. In France, the 
propagation of new philosophical ideas 
through libraries is believed to have played 
a significant role in creating the conditions 
that contributed to the outbreak of the 
French Revolution.

On March 15, Westmount 
Public Library reference librar-
ian Karina Cahill spoke to 
about 40 people on the history 
of public libraries in France, 
England and North America.
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9631 rue Clement, LaSalle Qc H8R 4B4 • www.foyerlambert.com

CALL TODAY!

• Brick • Roofing • Chimney • Repairs
Spring is almost here... time to call us! 

514-484-0646

Police Report 

Crime up – Police arrest Atwater stabbing suspect 
By Martin C. Barry 

Following several weeks of relative tran-
quility, police at Station 12 responded to 
nearly a half-dozen incidents in West-
mount last week, including a stolen car, 
several household break-ins, and an armed 
assault culminating with the hospitaliza-
tion of the victim. 

Around 8 pm on March 18, officers from 
Station 12 were summoned to the corner 
of Atwater Ave. and de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
where a verbal confrontation between two 
male individuals degenerated to violence 
when one stabbed the other with a knife. 

The victim “was taken to hospital,” said 
Cst. Mike Yigit, Station 12’s community 
relations officer. 

Yigit, who is also a foot patrol officer, told 
the Independent that the suspect was arrest -
ed on March 19 in Alexis Nihon Plaza. 

Yigit was able to identify the suspect 
from images of the stabbing incident taken 
by nearby security cameras. He said an 
“active search” was undertaken to locate 
the suspect, following which “I happened 
to cross him at Alexis Nihon where we pro-
ceeded with his arrest,” he added. 

After being taken into custody, the sus-
pect was driven downtown to a Montreal 
police detention centre, where he was 
question ed by investigators and processed 
for charges pending a court appearance. 

SUV stolen 

On March 19, there was yet another 
theft in Westmount of a high-end vehicle. 
A Jaguar F-Pace compact luxury SUV was 
stolen in broad daylight from a private 
driveway on Claremont Ave. 

In a complaint filed with the police, the 
owner reported that he parked around 4 
pm and by 6 pm it was missing. There was 
no tell-tale evidence of a forced entry into 
the vehicle, such as broken glass on the 
ground. 

As previously reported in the Indepen-
dent, a Jaguar F-Pace was stolen on January 
21 from a parking spot near the corner of 
Forden and Montrose avenues. These inci-
dents took place as a major wave of vehicle 
thefts continues in Quebec and across 
Canada. 

$1,800 bike stolen 

Around 5 am on March 18, a suspect 

gained access to the parking garage in a 
Kensington Ave. apartment building where 
he stole an electric-powered bicycle with 
an estimated value of around $1,800. 

An overall piece of advice to apartment 
tenants from the police is that they should 
carefully secure stored valuables such as 
bicycles with a solid lock and a strong 
chain, even if they seem secure in a garage 
or basement locker. 

Front door shattered 

Sometime between 2 and 4 am on 
March 22, the glass front door at a multi-
unit residential building on Clarke Ave. 
was shattered, although none of the apart-
ments inside was reported to have been 
broken into. 

According to Cst. Yigit, police officers 
who responded to the scene questioned 
residents on several floors, although they 
“didn’t hear anything or see anything” and 
none of the units had been broken into, he 
said. 

Wallet stolen from office 

Complaints regarding two theft inci-
dents on the same day in the same area of 

eastern Westmount were filed with police 
at Station 12 last week. 

Around 2:30 pm on March 19, a male 
suspect who had been seen wandering 
around the offices at the Dawson College 
campus at the corner of Atwater Ave. and 
Sherbrooke St. was arrested and charged 
with theft after a wallet went missing. 

“You know, this often happens at office 
and public buildings where a lot of people 
leave their doors unlocked and there is a 
lot of movement and nobody is sure of who 
is an employee,” commented Cst. Yigit. 

He suggested that the best prevention 
is to lock your office door each time you 
step out, no matter how briefly. 

Purse stolen from office 

A few hours later across de Maison-
neuve Blvd. at the IGA supermarket in 
Alexis Nihon Plaza, a purse containing per-
sonal possessions belonging to an admin-
istration employee was reported as stolen. 

The employee had stepped out for a 
while during the afternoon. Upon return-
ing, the employee noticed that someone 
appeared to have searched through the 
office and that the purse was missing.



Consider universal design 
approach for parks 

I was excited to see the cover story March 
19 (p. 1) that announced refurbishment of 
the Westmount Park walking paths. 

The paths in this park (and please don’t 
forget about King George Park!) are lit-
erally crumbling and pose fall/injury risks 
to those using them. 

I intended to suggest an age-friendly 
design approach to ensure older adults can 
utilize the paths with ease, but perhaps 
universal design is best. A universal design 
approach ensures that anyone, no matter 
their age or ability, can use the paths safely 
and enjoy the experience. Material choice, 
path width and durability are hopefully all 
being considered. 

For example, vehicles that maintain the 
parks are wider than our current paths, 
lead ing to frequent muddy tire tracks along -
side them – both messy and an eyesore. 

Ensuring even surfaces can increase 
walking safety. Proper drainage is crucial 
as currently some paths get overtaken by 
puddles or ice. Additional benches placed 
strategically along these paths would pro-
mote walking and allow for rest stops. 

I also hope that the path refurbishment 
is part of a master plan by the city that both 
maintains the park’s intended design 
integrity and ensures its ongoing upkeep. 

Diana Anderson, Victoria Ave. 

Verbally abused refs 
should stop games 

Hockey Canada’s chairman Jonathan 
Goldbloom’s February 28 speech at Selwyn 
House (March 12, p. 15) mentioned par-
ents’ abusive behaviour towards volunteer 
refs and coaches at amateur hockey games. 
I have even heard reports (on CBC radio) 
of these volunteer officials being “ap -
proach ed” (to put it politely) in the parking 
lot after a game. 

The obvious solution to this problem is 
simple: the moment verbal or other abuse 
is hurled at a ref or coach, all s/he has to 

do is stop the game and walk off the ice, 
thereby bringing the match to an end. If 
everyone, parents and players alike, knew 
that this would be the result of their abuse, 
surely this would put a stop to it. 

Of course, there will always be bad calls 
during a hockey match, or any other sport 
for that matter, be it professional or ama-
teur, but that’s inevitable: we’re all human 
(well, most of us anyway!) and make mis-
takes. Presumably consistent poor refer-
eeing/coaching is dealt with simply by 
withdrawing the offender permanently. 

For the record, I have no interest what-
soever in sport of any kind; I just hate to 
see volunteer officials being abused by 
ignorant adults who should know better. 

Wilfrid de Freitas, Kitchener Ave. 

Many Summit Woods dogs 
un- (or selectively) leashed 

Through pretty much all our four sea-
sons, I walk up to Summit Woods daily 
and head around the back side. I frequently 
see pet owners putting leashes on dogs 
once exiting the woods as they return to 
their cars. 

But more and more often, dogs still run 
free, not only back to parked cars but left 
off leash as owners continue walking 
around the back side. I saw an owner see 
me this past week, quickly leash the dog 
and, once I passed by, let the dog run free 
again with its leash trailing on the ground. 
Some are catching on. 

To be perfectly honest, I have never seen 
Westmount Security patrolling on the less 
travelled backside of Westmount summit, 
but perhaps they’re only doing surveillance 
in the [principal] woods. 

Douglas Price, Rosemount Ave. 

Less salt, more plants, 
please 

It is March 24 and we just had a little 
snow over the past couple of days, with 
mild temperatures ahead, and I really 
would like to know what possesses this city 
to put down SO MUCH SALT. 

We had some snow, which the city clear -
ed. The forecast is for mild temperatures 
for the next several days SO WHY THE 
MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF SALT? I love 
the fact that this city provides lip service 
about the environment but it does not do 
one thing to practise what it preaches! 

* 
I was also surprised to see that the city 

is spending* over $3 million on more play-
ground equipment as well as $1.4 million 
on a memorial park that takes away green 
space and replaces it with more concrete* 
structures (March 19, p. 1). All these expen-
ditures truly do not help our community. 

What would help our community is 
seeing the three [work] greenhouses rebuilt 
behind Victoria Hall [and the newly refur-
bished conservatory] and use them for 
seeding and growing plants to use in our 
parks, instead of buying the majority each 
spring from nurseries. 

It would be ideal to use these spaces for 
learning centres and programs for the 
young, old and everyone in between, teach-
ing the importance of plants and how to 
grow them. 

I just do not understand this adminis-
tration’s thinking and why these important 
community-building steps are not being 
taken. Still looking at our city to be great 

stewards of the planet and continuing to 
be disappointed. 

Allan Goldberg, Lansdowne Ave. 
*Editor’s note: In our coverage, I see maxi-
mum total amounts of $844,484 (including 
design) for the memorial park and 
$2,674,400 for the playground equipment. 
Also, to be strictly accurate, I think the 
majority of the memorial garden will be in 
gravel, not concrete. – DP.

Letters to the editor
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NOW OPEN AT 4259 STE-CATHERINE WEST 

BOOK YOUR TRAINING & CLASSES  AT YULBFIT.COM

OPENING SPECIAL - 
ALL SESSIONS, CLASSES AND PACKAGES 50% OFF

Use coupon code OPENING50 (Valid to April 30, 2024)

PERSONAL TRAINING AND SMALL GROUP CLASSES 
HEALTHY BODY MOVEMENT - FITNESS AND YOGA

Correction: 18-lb dog 
kicked over a year ago 

Two details in “Jogger kicks dog in Sum-
mit Woods” (February 27, p. 1) need cor-
recting: the dog in question was 18 pounds 
and the incident took place over a year ago. 

 – DP

Team McGuigan Pepin 
MOVING YOU TOWARDS YOUR DREAMS 

McGuiganPepin.com 
Presenting 

231 Clarke Ave, Westmount

514 824-4457 
tim.mcguigan@royallepage.ca 

514 953.6234 
joan@mcguiganpepin.com

3-bedroom condo with parking, 
10.5 foot ceiling, balcony. 

$1,088,000 Centris#26748196

More information: Chintz 
‘open to the trade’ only 

The Independent learned March 25 that 
Chintz & Collections at 4257 St. Catherine 
St. is “open to the trade” only. This means 
that members of the public cannot buy 
goods at store. It was mentioned in the 
Retail Watch column of March 19 (p. SL-
20). – DP



Guest column 

Remember the invisible children among us 
By Heidy Vermeulen 

The children are still visible; their pain 
is not. The pain manifests itself in their 
anti-social behaviour. These children have 
labels: foster children, children in care, 
wards of the crown. 

“Shawna” (not her real name) was five 
years old when she arrived at my home 
after a breakdown in her former foster 
home. Shawna needed more attention than 
the foster parents could give her. They had 
two small children of their own, and 
Shawna was often aggressive towards them. 

My home was her third placement. 
There were times when her family was 
doing all right with the support from 
family services: when Father was out of jail, 
when Mother was stable and cooperating 
with the “system,” when they were there to 
help keep their children from harm and to 
provide a safe and nurturing home. 

And then it all fell apart again. Dad was 
involved in a fight, charged with assault 
and incarcerated again. Mom went back to 
her “old ways” and left her children in the 
care of questionable relatives. 

Wards of the crown 

There was plenty of evidence that the 
children were neglected, and not provided 
with the necessities of life. But this time 
there was no second or third chance given 
to the parents. The courts had decided: The 

children became wards of “the crown.” Par-
ental interactions with the children were 
to be supervised. 

It was in the fall and Shawna was con-
vinced that Mom was in town. Shawna 
wanted to see her. She was not asking for 
much, just to see her, just to know that she 
was around. 

The child protection agency tried to find 
out her whereabouts from her relatives in 
order to set up visits with the children. 

I tried to comfort the sobbing child, held 
her in my lap, promising that we would 
drive around the next day, maybe we would 
find Mom’s battered van. 

Even when Mom was in town, every 
time living at another address, when the 
child protection agency was able to locate 
her, when they made arrangements for a 
visit, Mom seldom showed up. 

Different responses 

It is not a surprise that the children re -
sponded in many different ways, ranging 
from anger, frustration, withdrawal and 
sadness, such deep feelings result in anti-
social behaviour, inability to focus, to learn 
in school, to trust the adult world. 

Visits were arranged with the other sib-
lings who were also in foster care, but these 
visits seldom went well. The children never 
had the opportunity to know each other, to 
develop relationships and social behav-
iours with each other. They had to compete 

for the little bit of attention from the adults 
in their lives. They had to survive. They 
wanted and needed their parents. 

Shawna stayed with me for eight years. 
After the first year, her younger sibling was 
also placed in my home after the two pre-
vious placements in other foster homes 
failed. Over these years, I got to know the 
parents a little bit. The agency gave me per-
mission to supervise the visits, and instead 
of the visits taking place at the agency, 
Mom could meet Shawna and her sibling 
at a beloved coffee shop. We managed to 
celebrate a few birthdays at my house too, 
sometimes with some of the siblings, and 
once even with Mom and Dad attending. 

The parents were not “bad” people. I 
believe that they truly loved their children, 
but they were unable to parent them. They 
were barely able to manage their own lives. 

You see, the childhood of the parents 
was very much the same. Mom did not 
have a mother who was a good role model. 
They were both involved with the various 
government “systems” trying to help. They 
had very little schooling, but they have 
what we call “street smarts,” and they had 
a deep mistrust of government services. 
They felt themselves as being victims. 

During the years that Shawna and her 
little sibling were in my care, they received 
every possible help from the “system” such 
as therapy, remedial help at school, they 
were involved in dancing, soccer, learned 
swimming and went to summer camps. 
Both wanted to belong to a faith commu-
nity and attended Sunday school. 

Great hopes 

Shawna was very protective towards her 
little sibling, she had a special gift to deal 
with animals, she could make them calm, 
and she had a special aptitude for fixing 
and putting together household gadgets. I 
had great hopes that Shawna could “make 
it” in this world. But she continued to 
struggle in school and have serious out-
bursts of aggression. 

In her teen years her aggressions be -
came worse. She assaulted a teacher, was 
the leader in a gang beating another child 
and set fire to a small outbuilding in our 
neighbourhood. There was so much anger. 
Anger that stemmed from feelings of aban-
donment, of injustice, of odds being 
stacked against her from the moment she 
was born. Anger from not having what 
other children have, what she should have 
a right to have: real parents, responsible 
parents, caring parents. 

Loyal, forgiving 

Shawna, like most children, was very 

loyal, very forgiving toward her parents. 
So, she directed her anger towards every-
body else. There were a few times when 
Shawna did not come home for her curfew. 
Agency staff and sometimes the police 
would find her in the neighbourhood 
where friends of her parents and relatives 
lived, a neighbourhood that was not safe 
for a child. 

When I asked Shawna why she was 
doing these things, her answer was: “This 
is what I have to do to get attention from my 
mother.” After Shawna was charged with 
assault, the agency felt that Shawna needed 
to be plac ed in a more secure and safe 
environment, in a group home. 

It was a sad day when Shawna left our 
home. I never felt unsafe, never felt threat -
ened by Shawna. 

The group home that she was placed in 
was far away from our town. I do not know 
if she ever did see her mother until she was 
released at the age of 16. 

I saw Shawna again a few years later 
when she was back in town. She was with 
her mom. She seemed embarrassed to see 
me, but told me that she was working with 
her mom. According to statistics, a very 
large percentage of children in care later 
return to their families. 

As for me, I take comfort in knowing 
that I had the opportunity to parent, pro-
tect, and care for Shawna during her most 
vulnerable years of her life. But: 

No matter how well educated, how com-•
passioned the social workers are, 
No matter how skilled the therapists are, •
No matter how caring, or even “saintly” •
foster parents are, 

for a child to be safe, nurtured to be come 
the best it can be: 

It needs responsible, loving “real” par-•
ents. 
“What can we do?” you ask. 

We can support shelters for women, •
We can support programs that help •
underprivileged children such as sports 
and after-school activities, 
We can ensure that care workers are •
properly paid, in order that being a child-
care worker is not an “entry-level job.”  It 
is important for a child to have the same 
worker for a long period of time in order 
to form a trusting relationship, 
We can teach our own children to be •
compassionate towards the “awkward” 
child, the one who is often absent, often 
in trouble, 
We must demand that “parenting” is •
part of the curriculum in high school, 
We must teach and instill in young •
people the responsibility of parenting, 
should they decide to create a new life. 
For most people, parenting is the most 

important job they will ever have! 

Heidy Vermeulen lives on Metcalfe Ave.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

SOFIA 
STAVRIDIS
Residential Real Estate Broker

sofi a@profusion.global
514.778.3427

SMOOTH 
SAILING

Quebec’s film industry ‘a lot to be proud of,’ 
says Prupas, but no one can predict its future 
By Jennifer Ball 

Emmy award nominated executive-pro-
ducer Michael Prupas recently described 
the Quebec film industry as having a long 
history of success and failure, and its 
future is something that no one can cur-
rently predict. He spoke at a luncheon 
hosted by the Westmount Rotary club on 
March 20 about the history of the film 
industry in Montreal and its current trajec-
tory. 

Prupas, who is also a lawyer, has en -
joyed a 40-year career in the film industry. 

National Film Board important 

He told Rotarians, who hold their meet-
ings at Victoria Hall, that there is much to 
be proud of in our provincial film and 
television industry and that it starts with 
the creation of the National Film Board of 
Canada. 

“The National Film Board of Canada 
was founded in Montreal in 1941 by [John] 
Grierson, who was somewhat controversial 
in his day” for his barbed social critiques, 
Prupas said. Grierson is often considered 
the father of British and Canadian docu-
mentary film. 

Prupas described working alongside 
Denis Héroux as a privilege. Héroux is con-
sidered the grandfather of Quebec cinema, 
partly because he was the director of a film 
called Valérie. 

Valérie was produced in 1969 and it was 
at that time the highest-grossing film in 
Canadian history. The narrative centers on 
an orphan girl who leaves a convent only 
to become a topless dancer then a prosti-
tute. 

Why was it so successful? Because it 
was the first time in Quebec history that a 
film exposed a woman’s breasts. “Québé-
cois men were lining up around the block 
to see this film…” 

(One of the two producers of Valérie was 
the late John Dunning, who was also a key 
member of its creative team, including as 
a writer. See November 25, 2014, p. 26 for 
coverage of his autobiography with Bill 
Brownstein.) 

Prupas was film producer John Keme-
ny’s entertainment lawyer when Kemeny 
joined forces with Héroux to create a film 
production company called International 
Cinema Inc. in the late 1960s. 

Quest for Fire 

Under this banner, Kemeny produced 
two films: Atlantic City and Quest for Fire. 
The former was directed by Louis Malle, 
and it was released in 1980. The film was 
nominated for Oscars in the category of 

best picture, best director, best actor (for 
Lancaster), best actress (for Sarandon), and 
best original screenplay. 

Prupas spoke about starting out in 1978 
when the film industry was centered in 
Montreal. “There was a total of about 50 
million dollars’ worth of production that 
was done across Canada, of which two 
thirds was being done out of Montreal… 

“Things are quite different today. Today, 
the industry has become a $4- to $5-billion 
industry with major centers in Vancouver, 
Toronto, but less so in Montreal.” 

He said that there was about $1.5 billion 
worth of production in Montreal in 2022, 
but about two thirds of that was special 
effects and animation work, not live action 
shooting. 

He added that there was also about $500 
million worth of live action filmed in Mon-
treal, driven by a very generous provincial 
tax credit and a very favourable Canadian 
dollar exchange rate that graces the US 
greenback. 

He told the Rotarians that while he stays 
optimistic that the role of Montreal and 
Canada in the international audiovisual 
industry will grow over the coming years, 
there is a long history of both success and 
failure to consider. 

“No one really knows what the future 
holds,” he synopsized. 

Prupas launched Muse Entertainment 
Enterprises in 1998 and Muse Distribution 
International in 2000. Muse Entertainment 
has become a major production house 
with facilities in Montreal, Toronto, Van-
couver and Los Angeles. 

He executive produced The Kennedys, 
starring Greg Kinnear, Barry Pepper, Katie 
Holmes and Tom Wilkinson, and The Pil-
lars of the Earth, starring Ian McShane, 
Eddie Redmayne and Hayley Atwell. Both 
were multiple Emmy award-winning event 
miniseries.

Michael Prupas at a meeting of the Westmount 
Rotary Club on March 20 at Victoria Hall.
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

SUTTON, QUEBEC 
Experience living at its finest with 
this spectacular equestrian property. 
This property offers the ultimate 
lifestyle on over 100 acres. 
MLS 12874870 $2,500,000

Spring was NOT here 

It was -13°C with the wind chill on Victoria Ave. March 23. From left, Catherine, Karen and Harry 
were out and about despite last week’s topsy-turvy weather conditions, which included very cold 
nights and some snow. This week is expected to be much warmer (springlike?), with daytime tem-
peratures forecast to be in the 8-12°C range. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Update on 2022 cyberattack of municipal government 

City: No detection of Westmount data on dark web, 
but ‘we cannot be 100 percent certain’ 
By Jennifer Ball 

In a recent reversal of fortune, the 
hackers who attempted to take the city hos-
tage were themselves hacked. Given that 
our municipality was one of their victims, 
is this good news for Westmount? 

And was citizens’ personal data ever 
released online, given that the city ignored 
hackers’ extortion requests? 

For the past five years, the LockBit ran-
somware group has been hacking into 
thousands of businesses, schools, medical 
facilities and governments around the 
world – and getting extraordinarily rich in 
the process. 

The Westmount breach took place on 
November 20, 2022 (see December 13, 
2022, p. 14). Municipalities hold a trove of 
personal data. This makes them an allur-
ing target to hackers as they try to steal sen-
sitive data and threaten to leak it if victims 
do not pay. 

According to a February 28 article by 
Matt Burgess in Wired magazine, LockBit’s 
capabilities were weakened in an inter -
national sting called Operation Cronos that 
was conducted in mid-February. 

How have this development and time 
affected Westmount’s situation? 

The city responds 

Mugisha Rutishisha, division chief of 
communication and citizen experience at 
the city, was interviewed by the Independent 
on March 18. 

Rutishisha was asked if there was evi-
dence that LockBit exfiltrated data in the 
November 20, 2022 cyberattack, or was it 
only an attempt? 

He said that the investigation by the city 
did not prove beyond any doubt that there 

had been any data exfiltration. “It seems 
likely that the data exfiltration attempt by 
the LockBit group was unsuccessful,” he 
said. 

Mayor Christina Smith said in her Dec -
ember 5, 2022 statement on the city’s web-
site that most of the data LockBit claimed 
to have exfiltrated was already in the public 
domain. 

Rutishisha was pressed on what data – 
which presumably appealed to LockBit 
when it chose to target the city – was not 
already in the public domain. 

“As of today, elements of the investiga-
tion have not succeeded in demonstrating 
beyond any doubt that data that were out-
side or in the public domain were exfil-
trated,” was his response. 

No data found on dark web 

In a statement by the city on the matter 
dated June 7, 2023, it was reported that no 
data had been detected on the dark web – 
this is where cyber criminal groups hawk 
stolen property. 

But what about the months since? 
Rutishisha said “since the attack, the 

city, in collaboration with cyber security 
experts, has been continuously monitoring 
the dark web. We have not detected any 
data publication for the moment.” 

Would he agree that even though no 
data was found, it does not mean it isn’t 
available. “Based on the investigation’s 
results, we cannot be 100 percent certain… 

“However, the LockBit group repeatedly 
postponed the date of publication of the 
allegedly stolen data after the expiry of their 
ultimatums, which is not consistent with 
the hackers’ modus operandi. This would 
suggest that the data exfiltration attempt 
was unsuccessful.” 

Any new breaches? 

Have there been any added breaches 
since the security optimization of West-
mount’s IT systems, following the Novem-
ber 20, 2022, attack? 

“No intrusions have been carried out 
since the city’s IT systems were optimized,” 
was his response. 

“The city has put in place a series of 
measures to ensure the security of its sys-
tems and data. These measures have been 
taken in accordance with Quebec’s legis-
lative requirements on the protection of 
personal information (Bill 25). Residents 
can rest assured that the city is doing every-
thing in its power to ensure the security of 
their data. City employees also receive 
training on best practice in data and 
information security as part of an aware-
ness programme.” 

Local police angle 
In 2023, the city filed a formal report 

with the Service de police de la Ville de 
Montréal (SPVM) in the aftermath of the 
cyberattack and the Independent wondered 
whatever came of it. 

“To date, nothing,” Rutishisha said. 
In addition to the seizing of technical 

infrastructure, the law enforcement team 
around Operation Cronos – that needed 11 
international law enforcement agencies – 
is also applauding a recent sentencing. 

One of the group’s high-ranking 
 mem bers, Mikhail Vasiliev, a 33-year-old 
 Canadian-Russian national, was just sen-
tenced to four years in prison and ordered 
to pay more than $635,000 for his role in 
infecting over 1,000 systems with Lock-
Bit. 

LockBit’s technical infrastructure may 
have been severely disrupted in  mid-
February but a February 26 report by 
James Pearson of Reuters read that “it has 
re stored its servers and is back in busi-
ness.”
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514 482-5267 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Lake Shakespeare recedes 

“Lake Shakespeare” in Westmount Park appeared to have receded on March 19, above, versus a 
previous higher point on March 10 (see March 19, p. SL-15). While Lake Shakespeare is man-made, 
a man-made exit (in the mud at left) may have played a role in this lowering of the water level. It 
is located between the Shakespeare in the Park dell and the bike path. Photo: Independent.
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Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Chichou – beauty is more than 
skin deep 

Miss Chichou is stunning, a domestic 
shorthair with huge gold-tone eyes. Her 
sculptural features are memorable.  

She is presently available for visits at the 
Montreal SPCA cattery, hoping for a home 
to call her own as soon as possible.  

Chichou’s beauty is not skin deep, as 
she is a delightful companion who enjoys 
cuddling and playing. She has great energy 
and is quite funny in her silly games after 
her favourite roll – in catnip.  

She came from a quiet home and she 
enjoys company, but is not used to children 
and other pets. Chichou is a very healthy 
six-year-old, up to date with her inocula-
tions, spayed and microchipped. Please 
open the Montreal SPCA website page at 
www.spca.com, refer to her information 

page from her identification number, 
50673161, and make plans to come by the 
shelter for a visit with the adoption coor-
dinators and Miss Chichou.  

The daily schedule from Monday to Fri-
day is from 3 pm to 8 pm, then Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 am to 6 pm. It is 
located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, Côte 
des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4.  

Please bring a carrier or take some time 
to browse through the selection of models 
of cat carriers and accessories at the bou-
tique on site. Chichou is waiting for her 
forever family, and offering so much love 
and companionship. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne 

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

At its regular sitting held on March 18, 2024, the Municipal Council adopted, 1.
by resolution, the draft of By-law No. 1616 entitled “BY-LAW FURTHER AMENDING 
THE PLANNING PROGRAMME OF THE CITY OF WESTMOUNT - URBAN HEAT ISLANDS”. 

Council will hold a public consultation meeting on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, 2.
at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber of City Hall at 4333 Sherbrooke Street 
West in Westmount. The meeting will be broadcasted live online. To attend 
the meeting online, please use the following link:  
westmount.org/publicconsultation-up 

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://westmount.3.
org/en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org

Affectionate Booba 

This cutest of little fellows is a great 
companion in the everyday family routine. 
A shih tzu-Lhasa apso type, he is elegant 
and affectionate. He enjoys his walkies and 
being best buddy to everyone at home. 

Booba is presently in a temporary foster 
placement for the Montreal SPCA, impres-
sing by his social skills and cuddly nature. 
He is a very healthy 12-year-old, as little 
dogs are middle aged for a long time, up 
to date with his inoculations, neutered and 
microchipped. He is highly intelligent and 
has a good appetite while he is immersed 
in his little dog meal watch. 

If you would like more information on 

him, please refer to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com, scroll to his 
information page from his identification 
number, 51313449, and click on the “Fill 
out the form” box on the right-hand side 
of the presentation. 

By filling out your contact information, 
a member of the adoption coordination 
team can contact you in return to discuss 
your interest and arrangements for adop-
tion. 

Booba is a sweetheart. Please welcome 
him in your family. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Yard Work 

Yard work, garden cleaning, weeding, mulch 514-294-5562. 

Housekeeping Available 
Regular Residential Housekeeping, damage insurance 
$2,000,000, some availability for spring 2024, professional and 
discreet service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.



Spring Social Calendar 

Seasonal saffron-bearing crocuses are 
stretching. Weary winter wardrobes are 
being cast aside. Sport your spring attire 
at these elegant events. 

APRIL 

Wednesday, April 10. 

The World’s Greatest Cantors presented by 
Shaar Hashomayim Music and Arts. The 
concert features cantors Shai Abramson, 
chief cantor of the Israel Defense Forces; 
Netanel Hershtik, The Hamptons Syna-
gogue; Yanky Lemmer, Lincoln Square 
Synagogue; Azi Schwartz, Park Avenue 
Synagogue, and Gideon Zelermyer, Con-
gregation Shaar Hashomayim. They will 
be accompanied by Raymond Goldstein 
(Jerusalem) and his trio. A portion of the 
proceeds will benefit the Emotional 
Trauma & PTSD Centre of the Sourasky 
Medical Centre – Ichilov in Tel Aviv. 7:30 
pm. Tickets: General admission $50. Re -
served $100. Premium reserved $200 (valet 
parking and post-concert reception with 
the artists). www.Showpass.com/cantors 

or 514.937.9471 Congregation Shaar Hasho-
mayim, 425 Metcalfe Ave., Westmount. 

Wednesday, April 10. 

Les Quatre Saisons de Vivaldi presented 
by the Festival Musique de Chambre Mon-
treal. Cocktail dînatoire and concert. String 
ensemble featuring award-winning violin-
ists Sirena Huang and Nathan Meltzer. 
Guests will enjoy the panoramic view from 
a unique private condominium on the 48th 
floor. Limited to 60 tickets. 6:30 pm. 
Tickets $275. 514.489.7444. info@festival
montreal.org. 

April 12-15. 

Plural Contemporary Art Fair. Grand Quay, 
200 de la Commune. Plural.art/en 

MAY 

Wednesday, May 8. 

Under the Tuscan Sun benefitting the 
Queen Elizabeth Health Complex Founda-
tion (QEHC). Proceeds support the 
QEHC’s Diabetes Education Program. The 
evening celebrates Miriam Green’s excep-
tional contribution to the QEHC. Cocktails, 
dinner, silent auction and raffle. Tickets 
$200. 514.485.5018. Qehcfoundation.org. 
Entrepôts Dominion, 3468 St. Ambroise. 

(Paid parking available at lot behind.) 

Friday, May 10. 

Le Bal des tannants for The Children’s. 
Honorary co-presidents Sandra Chartrand, 
president, Sandra and Alain Bouchard 
Foundation; and Julie Godin, board co-
president and executive vp strategic plan-
ning and corporate development, CGI. 
Committee co-presidents Véronique Black, 
Sharon Stern and Jamie Silver. Dress: 
elegant with “a touch of brattiness.” In -
form ation: fondationduchildren.com/ 
Hangar Starlink Aviation, 9025 Ryan Ave., 
Dorval, H9P 1A2. 

Wednesday, May 15. 

12 Angry Jurors. Cocktails, dinner and a 
play directed by Vittorio Rossi. Fundraiser 
for five Italian non-profit organizations. 
Corporate tables (10) $3,500. Tickets $250. 
Katrina Lorenzetti 438.880.1763.  kloren
zetti@magjusjen.ca. Sue Dabrowski 514.
889.4126, sdabrowski@magjusjen.ca. Red 
carpet opening 5 pm. Seating for dinner 
6:30 pm. Play 8 pm. Maison Principale, 872 
rue Couvent. Valet parking. 

May 22 – June 5. 

Festival TransAmérique (FTA) Exciting 
programs of dance and theatre. Fta.ca. 

Friday, May 31. 

MUHC Le Bal Rouge celebrating the 
ground-breaking efforts of the MUHC’S 
Cancer Research Program and honouring 
the exceptional contribution of Dr. Peter 
Metrakos the program’s leader. Tuscan 
theme. Co-chairs are Rosa Trunzo, CIBC’s 
senior vp and region head Eastern Canada, 
and Kheng Ly, founder & CEO Brivia 
Group. Information, corporate sponsor-
ships and tables contact  events@muhc
foundation.com. lebalrouge.com. 6:30 pm. 
Windsor Station, 1100 Av. des Canadiens 
de Montréal.  Valet parking. 
Please send your upcoming event information 
to: veronica@redgravepr.com

March 26, 2024 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 15

Celebrating over 
50 successful years!

SUMMER RESIDENTIAL 
RIDING CAMP

Sans Souci
Riding Centre INC.

We’d love to 
show you 

our facilities!
Please call 
to schedule 

a visit.

An exceptional equestrian experience!
•  Bilingual, residential camp for boys & girls ages 8-16
•  Nominated in 2011, 2014 & 2017 for the 
  “Coup de Coeur” award
• 30 km south of Montreal
• 65 campers per session

Winner of the CCA Award Winner of the CCA Award 
of Excellence in 2013of Excellence in 2013

Follow 
us on 

450.826.3772    •      www.campsanssouci.ca

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com
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OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2024 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
REGISTER ONLINE! www.centennial.qc.ca/open-house 514 486-5533 ext 226

A high school that empowers students 
to become autonomous, resilient life-long learners.

2075 Sherbrooke St W, Montreal, QC, H3H 1G6

English and French private high school providing optimal pathways 
to learning. We create opportunities for students to succeed.

CCeenntteennnniiaall  AAccaaddeemmyy  iiss  tthhee  oonnllyy  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  iinn  QQuueebbeecc  wwhheerree  ssttuuddeennttss  
wwiitthh  lleeaarrnniinngg  cchhaalllleennggeess  mmaasstteerr  tthheeiirr  sskkiillllss  aanndd  ggrraadduuaattee  oonn  ttiimmee..

My March 13 visitor 

Headline & caption courtesy of Sam Beitel.
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Cedars Auction and Raffle raises $633k 

The 2023 edition of the annual Cedars 
Auction and Raffle was held in the glamor-
ous Le Windsor Ballrooms. The much-
anticipated event raised $633,000 – and 
counting – for the psychosocial oncology 
program at the MUHC. 

The specialized program helps patients 
deal with the emotional challenges that 
come with living and coping with cancer. 
It also offers support to family members 
who may suffer as a result of the illness or 
loss of a loved one. 

“There is a lot of distress involved in a 
cancer diagnosis. Many patients and care -
givers experience feelings of sadness, anger, 
anxiety, guilt and defeat,” explained Dr. Justin 
Sanders, director of the MUHC’s Supportive 
and Palliative Care Division, which oversees 
the psychosocial oncology program. 

“Our team helps them work through 
these feelings. They also facilitate access 
to many community resources that can 
help them live and cope better.” 

Hosted by comedian Joe Cacchione and 
Ross Paperman, renown -
ed auctioneer extraordi-

Social Notes 
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Sophia Shamie, Jeff Shamie, Alexa Shamie, Daphne Tsadilas-Shamie and Francesca Shamie.
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naire, the event combined an auction and 
a raffle, during which cash prizes totalling 
$50,000, as well as a pair of Omega 
watches valued at $39,551, were won by 
lucky ticket holders. 

“We’re committed to healing the whole 
person – not just the disease – and to help-
ing patients and their loved ones at every 
step of their cancer journey,” said Jeff Sha-
mie, Cedars CEO and Westmount city 
coun cillor, who attended with his wife 
Daphne Tsadilas-Shamie and daughters 
Sophia, Alexa and Francesca. Event co-
chairs were Stella Vassallo (Groupe 
MACH) and Chris Karambatsos (partner 

KRB Lawyers), aided by committee mem -
bers Joanne Pizzino and Andrea Soueidan. 

Noted at the fun soirée were Charles-
Benoit Parent, senior vp, CBRE; Stephanie 
Decotis; Natasa Karambatsos, managing 
partner KRB Lawyers; Rayan Kaedbe, He -
ma tology, Jewish General Hospital; Teresa 
Soda Cheaib, Sarah Stein, Tony Aksa, vp 
strategic markets development, National 
Bank; Martin Lieberman, director BMHL 
Equities; Christina Miller, Christina Miller 
Real Estate Group/Profusion Immobilier; 
and Adam Turner, president Divco Ltd. 

Presenting partners were Château 
d’Ivoire, Prestilux and Scotiabank. Restaur-
ant partners were La Sirène de la Mer, 
Lagoon Seafood, Rib’N Reef, Petros, Ris-
torante Stellina, Yoko Luna, Bar George, 
Gentile Pizza Parlour, Les P’tits Enfants de 
Felice, Les Délices Lafrenaie, Pâtisserie 
Mahrousé, Lester’s Deli and Saputo. 

The Cedars Cancer Foundation is a 
charitable organization that acts as the 
funding arm of the MUHC’s fight against 
cancer. Cedars supports the hospital’s can -
cer centre that bears its name, as well as 
the Cancer Research Program of the Re -
search Institute of the MUHC. 

Cedars is also a founding partner of the 
Rossy Cancer Network, which brings to -
gether McGill University and its teaching 
hospitals to improve the quality of every 
patient’s experience and care outcome.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 17

Stella Vassallo and Vincent Chiara.

Joanne Pizzino, Teresa Soda Cheaib, Sarah Stein and Emilia Cheaib.

Charles-Benoit Parent, Stephanie Decotis, Chris Karambatsos, Natasa Karambatsos and Dr. Rayan 
Kaedbe.

Tony Aksa and Martin Lieberman. Christina Miller and Adam Turner.

Snuff Bottles

 
AAWWAN 
Professiona  

TUSINESS CONSULB LTTAANT INC
al Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Serv 

C.
vice

6900 Boul. Decarie, #225B (Decarie Square)
Montreal, Quebec H3X 2T8

514-227-8765
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

Personal Income Tax Return 
Starting from 

$99 +tx 
*until 
30 April 
2024

Feeling tired? 
Trouble sleeping? 

Lack of concentration? 
Migraines? 

We might be able to help you 
with supplements and vitamins. 

Do not hesitate to call us or come and visit us.

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

514.651.5235
REAL ESTATE BROKER
LORI SCHWARTZ

RE/MAX ACTION INC. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

80 CHATILLON 
BEAUTIFULLY 
RENOVATED 
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Toronto
190 Davenport Road
416.233.0339

Montreal
1448 Sherbrooke Street West
514.284.9339

www.klinkhoff.ca
info@klinkhoff.ca

John Little (b. 1928)
Une Journée humide- rue Panet d’autrefois
Oil on canvas, 24 x 30 in (61 x 76.2 cm)

Painted in 1978

Contact us for all inquiries
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Westmount
3 RUE WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1912

$1,695,000

1 1 + 1

NEW

Golden Square Mile
1415 AV. DES PINS W., APT. 203B

$795,000

PRIME
LOCATION

NEW

1

NEW

Westmount
6 FORDEN AV.

$4,195,000

PRIME
LOCATION

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1901

RENTAL $12,000 / Month

NEW NEW

Mont-Tremblant
121 CH. DE LA GROSSE-ROCHE 

$2,990,000

NEW


