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City consults on cycling 
to guide future work, spending 
By Jennifer Ball 

A public consultation on Westmount’s 
bike plan took place on November 21 at 
Victoria Hall with its objective being the 
generation of “impactful” ideas that will 
feed into a road map for future capital 
works expenditures. 

The city’s current Traffic and Active 
Transportation Master Plan, created and 
presented by Genivar Inc. (now WSP), con-

tains an illustrated map for future bike 
path/lanes that was not mentioned at the 
meeting (see stories August 27, 2024, p. 1, 
June 25, 2019 and July 9, 2019, p. 6.) 

As outlined on the city’s website in a 
bulletin dated November 1, “This project 
is part of a broader reflection that ties in 
with the city’s strategic orientations in 
terms of mobility and urban planning.” 

The preliminary docu-
ment that was published continued on p. 16
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This issue is the second-to-last one 
before our usual Christmas break

Library wraps up its 125th celebrations 

The 125th anniversary committee at the Westmount Public Library’s “Afterhours” party November 
23, from left: librarian Wendy Wayling, Councillor Elisabeth Roux, resident Marie-Christine Dufour, 
librarian Daniel Miguez de Luca, residents Kathleen Roger and Helaine Kliger and librarian Lora 
Baiocco. See p. 26 for story. Photo: Laureen Sweeney.

Holiday Gift Guide 2024 Pull-out section after p. 14
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+1-514-941-8802 maxwellcastle.com 
Re/Max Action Inc., 1225 Greene Ave., Westmount
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“Authentic Greek Cuisine! ”
fresh fish, grilled meat, 

fresh local greek cuisine
private rooms for all 
your special events
booking@restaurantpetros.ca
www.restaurantpetros.ca
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4785, rue Sherbrooke Ouest 
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in Canada

REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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Top 10 team 

for Royal 
Lepage 
Quebec. 
2009–2017

B.514.316.1482 
C.514.912.1482 
baudinet@royallepage.ca 
www.baudinet.ca

GORGEOUS FAMILY HOME

Westmount | 621 Ch. de la Côte-St-Antoine Westmount | 494 Av. Victoria

SOLD

ELEGANT & STYLISH GREYSTONE

Hampstead | 7 Rue Granville 
$2,395,000 

Griffintown | 408 Rue des Seigneurs, 
apt. 402 | $925,000 

Westmount | 2 Rue Westmount-Square, 
apt. PH-C | $3,990,000 

Westmount | 2 Rue Westmount-Square, 
apt. 205 | $580,000 or $3,000/mo

ELEGANT FAMILY HOME 

BRIGHT & STYLISH 2-BED CONDO STYLISH 1-BED CONDO 

Ville-Marie | 3075 Av. de Trafalgar 
$1,095,000 

AIRY UPPER DUPLEX 

Montréal-Ouest | 100 Av. Easton 
$1,310,000 

CHARMING 4-BED HOME PENTHOUSE W/STUNNING VIEWS 

Sainte-Marguerite-du-Lac-Masson | 
61 Rue du Lac-Castor | $499,000 

COZY LAKEFRONT CABIN 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | 6980 Ch. de la Côte-
St-Luc, apt. 904 | $599,000 or $2,850/mo 

BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED CONDO 

NEW LISTING FEATURED

SOLD

FEATURED FEATURED FEATURED

FEATUREDNEW LISTING

FEATURED



Drivers ‘shaken up’ in collision 
at Roslyn and Côte Rd. 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount Public Security officials re -
ported that a collision between two cars 
November 25 at Roslyn and Côte St. Anto-
ine deployed the airbags of both vehicles, 
requiring the area to be secured. 

The two women driving were “shaken 
up,” requiring assistance from Urgences 
Santé but no additional details concerning 
their condition were reported. The accident 
occurred at about 5:13 pm when Public 
Security was called to attend and secured 
the area but their presence was no longer 
required at 6:05. 

Large clean-up brings 
ticket for $659 

A large pile of construction debris outside 
4300 de Maisonneuve was discovered by 
patrollers Nov. 27 at 8:32 pm, Public Security 
officials said. A large crane was spotted at 
the site and the clean-up was described as 
forcing pedestrians off the sidewalk. 

A ticket for $659 was given to the site 
manager when the infraction was dis-
covered on the public domain. Permits for 
such work spell out the needs for security 
measures to be set up regarding the safe 
passage for traffic and pedestrians.
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Team McGuigan Pepin 
MOVING YOU TOWARDS YOUR DREAMS 

Presents 

THE BEST CONDO 
IN WESTMOUNT!

514 824-4457 
tim.mcguigan@royallepage.ca 

514 953.6234 
joan@mcguiganpepin.com

Newly Priced 
@$900,000 

Call Tim for a Visit Now!

Distribution update 
Canada Post went on strike November 15, so we cannot mail the Independent to 

you at present. Here’s what we have done and are doing. 

As ever, the Independent is 1.
available on the web at 
www.westmountindependent.com 
and by email (to sign up, go  
to the website). 
At regular drop sites around 2.
Westmount (e.g. ATMs, grocery 
stores, city buildings), there has 
been no major change, although 
we are leaving out more copies 
than normal. 
We have added black metal 3.
newspaper boxes at: 

Côte St. Antoine/Victoria •
(northwest corner), 
Sunnyside/Upper Lansdowne •
(southeast), 
310 Victoria Ave. •
(at de Maisonneuve), 
The Boulevard/Aberdeen (southeast), •
Montrose/Mt. Pleasant (northeast), •
entrance to Murray Park •
(Montrose/Murray), 

entrance to Murray Park •
(Westmount Ave. between 
Murray Hill & Belmont), 
The Boulevard at the Roslyn/•
Upper Roslyn steps (north side), 
entrance to Queen Elizabeth Gardens •
(Barat/Vignal). 

At multi-unit buildings (condos and 4.
apartments), we are leaving special 
drops of copies to their lobbies 
(not to individual mailboxes). 
Door to door for houses and 5.

duplexes, the editor will be joined 
for this issue by four volunteers, 
but they will not cover the whole 
city. “A thousand thank-yous to these 
volunteers, but even if you received 
a paper last week, please do look for 
one at a drop point if you can. We 
are not distribution experts yet,” 
said Independent editor David Price.  

Issues? Call David at 514.935.4537.
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No bike path to 
summit neeeded 
Open letter to Mayor Christina Smith and 
district 1 city councillor Antonio D’Amico 

Having attended the public consultation 
and presentation made by Vélo Quebec 
and hosted by Westmount (including city 
councillors Aronson and Bostock), and 
having seen the plan on the Engage West-
mount website, I am absolutely taken a -
back by what Vélo Quebec is proposing 
and what the city appears to be endorsing, 
specifically a bike path running all the way 
up Grosvenor, turning onto Sunnyside and 
thence to the Summit Woods area. 

It is quite clear that no one from Vélo 
Quebec has ever been up there, as they do 
not realize the steepness of the hills, nor 
the already narrowed streets in that neigh-
bourhood. Who, except for very skilled and 
physically well-conditioned bikers, could 
ever climb from lower Westmount up to 
the summit area? And given the relative 
lack of vehicular traffic in that part of West-
mount, why the need for a bike path at all? 

A dedicated path would mean ever 
more narrowing of the streets such as 
Grosvenor, further reduction of on-street 
parking, would certainly increase the dif-
ficulty of Public Works being able to prop-
erly maintain and plough the road and, of 
equal importance, could lead to difficulties 
for the fire department in responding to 
fires or other emergencies. 

The residents in that tranquil neigh-

bourhood should make themselves aware 
of what is being planned for the area and 
make their voices heard. A dedicated bike 
path up to the summit is not necessary, is 
not needed and is not required. 

Joe Russo, Sherbrooke St. 
Councillor Antonio D’Amico replies: 

I thank you for your email and for hav-
ing participated in the public consultation 
and presentation by Vélo Québec. 

Since this was a hastily-called public 
consultation, and due to the Canada Post 
strike, this prevented residents from ob -
taining their copy of the Westmount Inde-
pendent and thus participating. I contacted 
several of my residents a few days before 
the presentation, and none of the residents 
were aware of this public consultation. 

I fully endorse your comments, and it 
is my understanding based on the last 
two road reconstructions (Lexington and 
Upper Lansdowne) and recent calls to resi-
dents, that the residents of my district do 
so also. It is also my understanding that 
the mayor is in agreement, based on a 
recent email to one of my residents. 

I strongly encourage you and all resi-
dents to continue to participate in the pro-
cess and let the city know your questions 
and comments on the Engage Westmount 
website. 

I wish to clarify that my comments in 
this email are specifically limited to the 
portion of the bike plan that is above, and 
does not include, The Boulevard. 

Thank you. 

Financial trends at 
city worrying 
RE: Westmount Park playground renova-
tions (October 29, p. 1); $21M loan – or is 
it a $76.3M loan? (October 29, p. 1); council 
mandates legal action (November 12, p. 1); 
and no more refrigerated skating rink in 
Westmount Park and no toboggan run in 
Murray Park (November 12, p. 1). 

Big loan for the city + lawsuit + cost cut-
ting = I think citizens should be very con-
cerned with how our city’s currently being 
managed. But to start with the positive: 

1) I think the playground renovations in 
Westmount Park are great. Well done, city 
of Westmount. 

2) Turns out the announced $21-million 
loan so as to not massively increase prop-
erty taxes is a first instalment of a $76.3-
million loan for our fine city. Uh … how 
did Westmount go from large, yearly 
budget surpluses to requiring a $76.3-mil-
lion loan since the last budget? This is not 
good. Not good at all. 

3) A resident gets a renovation permit 
(okay, it was issued by mistake) and now 
council’s approved $50,000+ in lawyer fees 
to force the resident to undo the work. I 
can just hear the judge asking: “Was a per-
mit issued?” Westmount’s lawyer: “Yes, 
but…” Judge (interrupting Westmount’s 
lawyer): “Case dismissed.” And there goes 
$50,000 of taxpayers’ money down the 
drain. This is also quite negative. 

4) No more refrigerated outdoor rink in 
Westmount Park (um … global warming 
is getting worse, right, so the need for one 
is greater so people can regularly skate out-
doors), and no more toboggan run like at 
tubing places in King George Park because 
the city must cut costs. A city cutting costs 
and taking a massive loan is really super 
bad. 

So, yeah, I think we should be quite con-
cerned, and I ask council (you should, too) 
to please re-work its budget and planning 
and tone it way down to keep things rea-
sonable and affordable and pleasant for all 
Westmount citizens. 

Thomas Lapierre, Chesterfield Ave. 

Up with Spock, 
down with Price 

First, I must point out that your style of 
putting words in our mouths is quite 
inflammatory – neither nice nor civil. 
Worse, those words are not true. 

You wrote: “Hernandez implies that she 
disagrees with my October 22, p. 6 editorial 
(“We need a federal protest law”), which is 
fine.” Please re-read my letter. At no point 
did I express disagreement with your edi-
torial. I genuinely appreciate the effort you 
put into your October 22 editorial. How-

ever, while you wrote extensively on the 
subject, quantity does not necessarily 
trans late to change. That said, it was un -
doubtedly a strong example of democratic 
dialogue. 

To be candid, I didn’t read your entire 
editorial. It was too long and, frankly, a bit 
dull for my taste. I merely skimmed it. My 
letter’s point was simple: federal politicians 
will likely never draft and pass such a law 
within our lifetimes. This isn’t an opinion 
but a realistic observation. 

You wrote, “In my view, residents of our 
country, citizens or not, long term or short, 
from wherever, should be protected 
wherever they choose to be and should not 
be asked to move to industrial Siberia 
because federal politicians can’t figure out 
how to limit never-ending, repeat demon-
strations.” 

Again, please re-read my letter. As 
Spock says in The Wrath of Khan (1982): 
“Logic clearly dictates that the needs of the 
many outweigh the needs of the few.” Re-
locating the consulate to a non-residential 
area is a straightforward, elegant solution 
that benefits our community while main-
taining the consulate’s functions. This idea 
draws inspiration from Steve Jobs, who 
said, “Simplicity is the ultimate sophisti-
cation.” 

Your characterization of re-locating the 
office as akin to “industrial Siberia” comes 
across as classist. Notre Dame St. is within 
walking distance of Westmount, and I 
wonder how residents of areas like LaSalle 
or Verdun would feel about your dismiss-
ive framing. 

In a world where geopolitical conflicts 
persist, there will never be a way to entirely 
“limit never-ending, repeat demonstra-
tions.” However, all individuals – “resi-
dents of our country, citizens or not, long 
term or short, from wherever” – deserve 
the right to voice their opinions freely. 

Ultimately, we must focus on what is 
within our control. Adjusting a lease isn’t 
magic. It’s simply a practical solution 
driven by common sense and the desire to 
benefit everyone involved. 

Lastly, I want to express my appreciation 
for encountering thoughtful and intelli-
gent individuals. Thank you for your 
efforts! One friendly suggestion – always 
take a moment to breathe and perhaps 
grab a snack before diving into writing any-
thing. 

Diana Hernandez, St. Catherine St. 

Editor’s reply: Who am I to argue against 
Spock and Steve Jobs? But I will try. 

I wrote that you implied you were op -
posed to my editorial. By using that term, 
I am alluding – straight-forwardly – to 
words that weren’t in your letter. This is 

Letters to the Editor
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almost the opposite of putting words in 
your mouth. 

Locally, most people are calling for the 
mayors of Westmount and Montreal – not 
federal politicians – to do something about 
the pro-Palestinian protests and you say 
you skimmed my editorial, whose headline 
is “We need a federal protest law.” For these 
reasons, I find your denial unconvincing. 

But, on substance, it doesn’t matter. 
What is important and clear is that we dis-
agree. 

I don’t remember whether I had eaten 
recently or not when I wrote my piece, but 
I do remember checking, using Google 
Street View, what your proposed re-loca-
tion area looks like. I have now gone down 
there myself. See picture above. Reader: Is 
my use of the term “industrial Siberia” fair 
in your view? 

I am all for free speech. How many of 

your letters, including these two that I dis-
agree with, have I now published? 

You say I would likely be offending resi-
dents of Verdun and LaSalle, but my whole 
point is that there are no residents in the 
area that you recommend, only light-indus-
trial businesses. Their work is important 
and they have chosen the right place for it, 
but it is not a friendly place to ask a consu-
late to move to. 

You, on the other hand, think that there 
are residents there, and you are willing to 
move your problem (frequent, noisy pro-
tests) to them. Who is the classist? – DP 

Up with Price, 
down with Hernandez 

I wish both to commend and thank you 
for your reply to the suggestion for reloca-
tion of the Israeli consulate to a non-
descript, industrial area – a recommenda-

tion offered so generously by Mme Diana 
Hernandez of St. Catherine St. 

Her target should be the authorities 
who are unwilling and/or impotent to 
clamp down on the agitators! 

In spite of her eloquence, I take offence 
not only to her request, but to her ongoing 
residency to remain nearby as a West-
mount neighbour. May I recommend her 
voluntary relocation – perhaps expressed 
here with less grace and elegance – i.e. that 
she move to some neighbourhood that 
reflects her undesirable and insensitive 
attitude. 

Thomas Reiner, Westmount Ave. 

Yes! Montreal needs to ban 
Palestinian protests 

Like Amsterdam, Montreal needs final -
ly to ban all these Palestinian protests. 
Everyone is waiting for Montreal’s mayor, 
and Trudeau and the Quebec premier, to 
speak up and to do something about the 
police force not stopping all the noise and 
nastiness and smashing of glass. This is 
Canada! Canadians do not act like this!! 

Susan Stein, Wood Ave. 
Editor’s note: The first version of this letter 
was received before the downtown Mon-
treal protest/riot of November 22. – DP.
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Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Letters to the Editor

Looking east on Notre Dame St. West from near Pullman St. towards Monk Blvd. on November 
30. This Southwest Borough area is between St. Henri, Ville Émard, Côte St. Paul, LaSalle and NDG, 
and between Highway 20 and the Lachine Canal. Photo: D. Price.
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

SUTTON, QUEBEC 
Experience living at its finest with 
this spectacular equestrian property. 
This property offers the ultimate 
lifestyle on over 100 acres. 
MLS 12874870 $2,295,000

Batshaw Children Seeking Homes 

Five-year-old Tom needs love, 
stability, support 

A foster home is being sought for Tom. 
Tom is a five-month-old baby boy. He 

is seeking a family to provide him with 
love, stability and support through his cru-
cial developmental years. Tom, des crib ed 
as a generally calm infant, has shown a 
preference for consistent routines. When 
his schedule is disrupted, he may become 
temporarily fussy, a common trait in 
babies his age. 

At this stage in his life, Tom requires 
ex tended attention and stimulation for 
physical, cognitive and emotional develop-
ment. Tom would require medical follow-
ups so that he can achieve all his mile-
stones. Activities such as talking, reading, 
and singing to him can significantly boost 
his development and overall cognitive 
growth 

The ideal family for Tom would be from 
the black community that can make a long-
term commitment to him while providing 
a secure, stable environment and suppor-
ting him through his developmental mile-
stones. The foster family should be pre-
pared to engage in activities that promote 
Tom’s development, such as interactive 

play, reading and providing a variety of sen-
sory experiences. 

Interested persons should ask for Tom 
by calling Batshaw Youth and Family 
Centres at 514 932-7161 ext. 1139.

Fire in recycling portion 
of city can needs 
firefighters 

A fire in a city garbage can Nov -
ember 25 proved too stubborn to 
quell using an extinguisher from a 
patrol vehicle, Public Security offi-
cials said. 

Patrollers had noticed smoke ris-
ing from the recycling section of the 
can at 9:38 am outside 4136 St. 
Catherine across from Westmount 
Square and initially used an extin-
guisher but found the fire needed 
water and firefighters. City Public 
Works crews were later required to 
clean up.
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7Since 2007,, Herbie has been a broker at Sotheby’s International Realty Québec and the 

When it comes to finding the perfect private lake property in Canada, Herbie is the one 

a deep understanding of the unique nuances of Canadian waterfront real estate Herber
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 a deep understanding of the unique nuances of Canadian waterfront real estate, Herber

this niche market. Herbie’s portfolio goes beyond private lakes; he specializes in Canad

city and country properties. Notably, he led Sotheby's International Realty Canada's lar
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LAC DU MARDI PRIVATE LAKE

Introducing

 

  
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

102 ACRES | 38 ACRE PRIVATE LAKE

$4,965,187
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Discover a truly unique opportunity with

this stunning 102-acre estate including

a 38-acre private lake, offering exclusive

access to a pristine lake perfect for fishing.

This remarkable property features a

helipad and helicopter hangar, making it a

truly fly-in, fly-out property. It also features

a beautiful log house, a garage and a guest

house. Sale is partly subject to GST-PST.
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Governments should be responsive, 
explanatory – not arbitrary, obstructive to press 
“And now you do what they told ya” 

“Killing in the Name” (1992) by 
Rage Against the Machine 

As you probably have too, in recent 
months and years I have seen many stories 
in a variety of media outlets about the 
decline of the press and hand-wringing 
musings about what can be done, especial -
ly by government, to reverse it. 

I have already shared my own thoughts 
about what governments of all levels 
should do (see “Thanks for the ads, Fran-
çois – province’s COVID campaign was 
win-win-win”). 

Put simply, it is this: Government 
should buy ads in good press outlets; not 
create subsidies. Using this method, read -
ers, taxpayers, media companies and gov-
ernments all win by getting something of 
value to them, without creating more 
bureaucracy. 

In the wake of the city’s removal of our 
newspaper box from Summit Woods (see 
story on p. 11), I now have some advice 
about what government should not do: 
Don’t remove the press’ assets and impede 
its operations. (If you need a full re-cap of 
this dispute, see box at right.) 

What is at issue here? 

The narrow issue is how an entity oper-
ates once it has agreed to something. In 
my view, governments should be held to 
even higher standards than any ordinary 
“entity,” but the same principles apply. 

The city agreed to the general concept 
of the boxes, including by consulting the 
head of its most impacted and most knowl-
edgeable department, Public Works. That 
very same man was asked about nine new 
specific locations once the eventuality of a 
postal strike became a likelihood. At that 
point, there was no issue with the Summit 
Woods location. The professional was cool 
with it and gave specif ic permission for the 
Summit Woods site. 

Then the city tried to rescind its per-
mission altogether (about which there 
remains many questions), and then back-
tracked in the face of the email trail that I 

presented to the mayor – but it added a 
caveat: remove the Summit Woods box 
“immediately.” 

Why? What is the issue with the box at 
Summit Woods? 

To repeat, I asked and received no reply. 
(Just as I received no reply to my request 
for two additional sites, leaving three in 
limbo.) 

Unreasonable behaviour 

It is unreasonable to give specific per-
mission and then refuse it. 

It is unreasonable in a democracy for a 
public servant not to answer a relevant, pol-
ite question. (And, in this case, this whole 
drama was created by the municpal gov-
ernment. If it weren’t for this “own goal,” 
there would be other content for everyone’s 
enjoyment in this very space.) 

More broadly, in a democracy we should 
not live by personal decree. The director 
general is unelected, is not our ruler and 
is not the Independent’s parent, who might 
allow eight of nine requests of a child, but 
say “no” to one for some lesson-giving rea-
son. A government needs a reason to 
change its mind. It my view, if it changes 
its mind for some good reason, it should 
then work to find the easiest way to accom-
modate the impacted party. (In our case: 
Move the box left? Right? Up? Down? 
Explain the problem and I will propose a 
solution.) 

This whole episode has been very irk-
some to me, but it also highlights very seri-
ous issues with the city. 

Have any of you had similar experiences 
with the city? Should government be re -
sponsive (and listen to us) or arbitrary (and 
have us listen to them)? 

While media companies are as subject 
to the law as anyone else, it seems to me 
that when governments interact with their 
property, they should have every “T” cross -
ed and every “i” dotted – which was not the 
case here. 

Unlike most activities, economic or 
otherwise, freedom of the press is a con-
stitutional right, and it is in the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms to protect 
the press from government – for the press’ 
sake, yes, but for the public’s too. If gov-

ernment employees manhandling news-
papers and removing them sends a slight 
chill down your spine, you see it as I do. 

Petty or the actual work of 
municipal government? 

Now, someone advocating for the 
municipal government might say: “This is 
such petty stuff. Why not just drop it? You 
have eight functional boxes. The strike will 
be over soon. Move on.” 

This point of view is actually in direct 
contradiction to what municipal politicians 
say over and over again, namely that mun -
icipal government is close to the people, 
and closer than any other level of govern-
ment, and thus important and worthy of 
respect and consideration. 

At a Rotary meeting just last month, 
Mayor Smith said: “Our level of govern-
ment is the closest to the people…” (see 
November 19, p. 13). 

She should not be damned or praised 
much for giving this speech. I have heard 
it for 17 years from municipal politicians, 
including ones not from Westmount. 

But municipal government cannot 
claim to be the government that is close to 
real-life, tangible problems (like parking, 
traffic, refuse removal, drainage and, yes, 

newspaper boxes), and then turn around 
and call those issues petty when they are 
criticized and asked to work on them. 

For people who make fun of municipal 
government (and municipal reporting) – 
and there are many – all our issues are 
petty. 

But as the press knows – and the politi-
cians and municipal employees too when 
they are living up to their best selves – these 
issues matter to the participants. Try not hav-
ing access to your parking space or lane or 
garbage removal for a month and see how 
your life works. 

Well, these newspaper boxes are our 
“traffic,” our “garbage removal,” our “lane.” 

They matter to me now, and they matter 
to me for the future. 

Summary 

It matters to me that the city put hands 
on the Summit Woods box after agreeing 
to it. 

It matters to me that three of our 11 
boxes are undeployed. 

It matters to me that the city’s word, in 
general and in specific cases, cannot be 
trusted. 

It matters to me that the municipal gov-
ernment is acting without explaining itself. 

It matters to me that the city’s director 
general did not answer a pertinent, impor-
tant, polite question and insisted on 
“immediate” compliance with her decree. 

Does it matter to you?

Summary of newspaper box dispute 
In February of 2023, I asked Mayor Christina Smith for permission to put news-•
paper boxes on city land in the event of a strike by Canada Post, our door-to-door 
and main distributor. 
After consulting with Public Works director Robert Talarico, Smith conveyed the •
city’s okay a few days later, including for an immediate test box on The Boulevard 
at the steps to Upper Roslyn, which was put in place and photographed for the 
city. In the last year and a half, it has never been an issue. 
When the current postal strike loomed, I asked Talarico by email on October 24 •
for permission for nine additional sites, including one at the Oakland entrance to 
Summit Woods. This email included photographs of all the sites. See the Summit 
Woods photo on p. 11. On an October 28 phone call, Talarico told me “yes.” 
I asked Talarico for two additional sites by email on November 14. The next day, •
Talarico attempted to rescind permission for all the sites. 
Over the November 16-17 weekend, I argued my case with Mayor Smith. On the •
Monday, November 18, the city’s chief unelected employee, director general Julie 
Mandeville, wrote to say that the city would relent, but that we had to remove the 
Summit Woods box “immediately.” 
I asked why in an immediate reply email, but received no response. Let me be •
clear: I had conveyed to Mandeville and Mayor Smith that I was always ready to 
move a box if it was in the way of some city operation, e.g. snow ploughs. 
I was informed of the absence of the Summit Woods box on November 26 by our •
private distributor. I asked the city on November 28 if it had removed the box and 
Mandeville replied the same day that it had. The city offered to drop it by our office 
or have us pick it up. I chose the first option, and the city delivered the box. – DP

What are readers saying? 
Thank you to everyone who has 

already written in to support us on this 
topic. Letters coming next issue! 

If you haven’t written and have 
something to say, please write. – DP.

For most of the correspondence 
in this dispute, see November 26 
Supplement on our webpage at 

www.westmountindependent.com

Editorial
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News 

City removes Indie newspaper box 
from Summit Woods 

The city cut its securing chain and 
removed the Independent’s newspaper box 
from the Oakland Ave. entrance to Summit 
Woods sometime between November 24 
and 26. 

City director general Julie Mandeville 
had objected to the box by email on 
November 18 even as eight others were re-
approved, saying “It has been decided to 
allow the boxes to remain in place until the 
end of the [postal] strike, with the exception 
of those at Summit Woods, that would 
need to be removed immediately.” 

Editor David Price had asked right after: 
“What is wrong with the one at Summit 
Woods? Can it be moved slightly?” but his 
email was not replied to. 

When Price realized the box was gone, 

he asked Mandeville on November 28 if the 
city had moved it. Mandeville said yes and 
offered to drop it by the Independent’s office 
building, which city workers did hours 
later the same day. 

For more detail on this story, see the edi-
torial at left and last week, p. 4.

Summit Park users make box their own 

Before its removal by the city (see story at right), someone had begun to leave books – presumably 
for free pick-up – in the Independent’s Summit Woods newspaper box. “I liked the idea and asked 
our private distributor to leave the books in place,” said editor David Price. Photo: Independent.

Appendix to editorial 

What was agreed to, done by Independent, done by city

From left, the photo that Independent editor David Price sent to Westmount Public Works director Robert Talarico on October 24 for him to approve the site in Summit Woods (which Talarico did on 
October 28), a newspaper box in that exact place on November 17 and the now-empty site on November 27 after the city removed the box. Photos: Independent.

October 24 November 17 November 27

Please write 
If these issues and questions con-

cern you, please write to us for publi-
cation. 

My email address is editor@west
mountindependent.com. 

Thanks again to everyone who has 
already written in. – DP.
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AT-HOME MASSAGES FOR SENIORS 

Andi Bailey 
514-501-9141 

Enjoy the convenience of in-home 
Swedish massage sessions, catering to 
homebound seniors. Don’t let mobility 
challenges limit your well-being. With 

years of beauty industry expertise, I specialize in 
promoting health and wellness. Massages can improve 

circulation, ease sti ness and enhance mobility for 
everyday activities. I prioritize your comfort by o ering 
chair or table massages, tailored to your mobility needs. 

Rejuvenate your body today. 

Contact me to schedule your at-home massage. 

As a member of Fédération québécoise des massothérapeutes 
agréés, I can issue receipts for insurance purposes 

Therapeutic massages only – No erotic massages

Westmount’s budget meeting planned for Dec. 16 

City’s agglo share up 3%, 
cost of protests ‘staggering’: mayor 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount’s payment for island-wide 
agglomeration services in 2025 is expected 
to rise to $70,526,200, an increase of three 
percent in its agglo share (quote-part), ac -
cording to Montreal’s agglomeration bud -
get presented last week. These island-wide 
services include fire, police and transit. 

The city, however, “is not surprised by 

the three-percent increase in the agglo 
quote-part,” Mayor Christina Smith told the 
Independent last week. 

“The cost of the [pro-Palestine] protests 
is staggering. The increased costs for pub-
lic transit are also very concerning; the 
security costs and infrastructure upgrades 
are very high. Montreal, like all cities, is 
facing a significant challenge [and] needs 
to deal with services and infrastructure 
investments that far exceed their budgets.” 

She explained that “While we understand 
the pressure of increased demands for ser-
vices, we continue to be concerned with the 
lack of consultation (by the agglom eration) 
with the demerged cities. We will see in -
creasing costs this year and for the years to 
come in public security and public transit.” 

Westmount’s own operating budget for 
2025 is to be tabled for adoption at a special 
budget meeting December 16 at 7 pm. 

In the 2025 agglomeration table for the 
overall shares of the 15 demerged munici-
palities, Westmount’s percentage increase 
is one of the lowest. It compares with Town 
of Mount Royal at 3.3 percent, and, at the 
higher end, Pointe Claire at 6.2 percent.

Manoir Westmount’s bazaar 
raises $3,200 for local charities 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The annual bazaar held by Manoir 
Westmount November 22 raised more 
than $3,200 to be distributed among local 
charities, according to Simona Buth, lei-
sure department supervisor. 

This is the seniors’ residence’s biggest 
volunteer initiative, consisting mainly of 
residents from the handicrafts group who 
work throughout the year on handmade 
creations that include knitted/crocheted 
items and seasonal crafts. “It’s the resi-
dents’ way of giving back to the community 
and a true labour of love,” Buth said. 

She also extended thanks to the West-
mount community and for bazaar con-
tributions from residents, friends, family 
members, staff “and some of our sponsors: 
Metro Westmount, Dominique Voyer 
Pharma prix and Westmount Florist.” The 
sale included a raffle as well as tables offer-
ing baked goods, plants, rummage and 
jewellery. 

▶Simona Buth, Manoir Westmount’s leisure 
department supervisor, sets up items for sale 
at its annual bazaar November 22. 

Westmount Park United Church 
COMMUNITY ✴ PEACE ✴ ECOLOGY 

WORSHIP 
EACH SUNDAY 

at 4.30PM 
YOU AND YOUR PETS 

ARE WELCOME 
4695 Blvd de Maisonneuve West 

www.westmountparkuc.org
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 3668-3670 RUE DROLET,
LE PLATEAU-MONT-ROYAL

ROCCABELLA #1101,
VILLE-MARIE

A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY PROPERTIES

127 AV. VIVIAN,
MONT-ROYAL

$2,099,000*

 CŒUR DE LA CITÉ #303
VILLE-MARIE

4894 CHEMIN MIRA,
WESTMOUNT ADJACENT

PORT-ROYAL #1102,
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

PORT-ROYAL #2605,
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

101-103 RUE SMITH,
LASALLE
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*with conditions

215 AV. REDFERN #408,
WESTMOUNT

$2,295,000*
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*with conditions
$1,549,000*

*with conditions
$1,649,000+tx*

*with conditions

$1,485,000*
*with conditions

$1,298,00*
*with conditions

$799,000*
*with conditions

$465,000*
*with conditions

$2,899,000*
*with conditions
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Collange 
L I N G E R I E

1379 ave. Greene 
Westmount 

514 285-8525

Happy 
Holidays

Classic holiday films the whole family can enjoy 
Celebrants owe the joy of the holiday 

season to various components. Décor 
and gift-giving go a long way toward 
making December a joyous time of year. 
Holiday films also do their part to make 
the season so special. 

Many people have their own favourite 
holiday films, and the following are some 
that can engage viewers who are young 
or simply young at heart. 

“A Christmas Story” 

Released in 1983, this warmly 
nostalgic, humorous film is a perennial 
favourite among families. It follows the 
story of Ralphie, who has his heart set on 
a very specific Christmas present: a Red 
Rider BB gun. Amidst wintry exploits 
and family drama, the true spirit of 
Christmas manages to shine through in 
this beloved film. Some of the subject 
matter can be off-colour, and there are 
some bullying scenes. So this is a movie 
best watched with children who are 
mature enough to make it through 
without being scared. 

“Little Women” 

Based on the Louisa May Alcott novel 
of the same name, the 1994 telling of this 

classic follows the March sisters, who 
confront financial difficulties, romance 
and family tragedies in mid-nineteenth 
century Massachusetts. While it’s not a 
traditional Christmas movie, the 
importance of spending time with family 
around Christmastime is a core theme 
in this coming-of-age tale. 

“Klaus” 

Perhaps not as well-known as other 
animated holiday flicks, “Klaus,” released 
in 2019, has a personality all its own. 
Postman Jesper, who is not making the 
grade at the postal academy, is sent to 
work in a frozen town in the North, 
where he discovers a reclusive toy maker 
named Klaus. The unlikely duo ultimate -
ly team up to make and deliver toys and 
bring smiles to children’s faces. 

“Meet Me In St. Louis” 

Starring the irreplaceable Judy 
Garland, this movie musical focuses on 
four sisters who are awaiting the 1904 
World’s Fair in their hometown, but 
learn that their father has accepted a new 
job and the family must move to New 
York beforehand. A Christmas miracle 
occurs and all is right in the end. 

Garland sings a memorable version of 
“Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” 
in the film, solidifying this as a holiday 
classic. 

“The Santa Clause” 

This Disney film came out in 1994 
and remains a family favourite. When 
divorced dad Scott (Tim Allen) 
accidental ly kills a man in a Santa suit, 
he magically becomes the next Santa. 
He must learn to cope with the ways 
the transformation to the man in red 
interrupts his normal life, eventually 
giving over to the magic of Christmas. 

“Emmet Otter’s Jug-Band Christmas” 
Though this 1977 Jim Henson 

production is a television special and 
not a full-length feature film, Generation 
X likely remembers the heartfelt tale of 
a poor otter family who sacrifice prized 
possessions to have what’s needed to 
enter a talent contest. 

The goal is to win the prize money to 
buy special Christmas presents. 
Audiences get to enjoy narration by 
Kermit the Frog. 

Films are a popular component 
that help to make the holiday season 
so special. – MCG



WESTMOUNT GIFT GUIDE – December 3, 2024 – GG-3

364 Victoria ave, Westmount – 514 481-5050

– BREADS – 
Ciabatta 

Double Chocolate 
Lemon & Poppy Seed 

Raisin & Hazelnut 
Whole Wheat 

Buckwheat 

– PIZZA AL TAGLIO – 
Boscaiola 

Margherita 
Caprese 

Contadina 
Parma 

Vegetariana 

– TAKE-OUT COUNTER – 

Lasagna 

Chicken Parmigiana 

Eggplant Parmigiana 

Meatballs 

Tortellini Rose 

– COOKIES – 

Almond Crisps 

Apple Crumble Squares 

Biscotti 

Nutella and Pistachio 

– CAKES – 
Almond • Buttercream 

Cannoli Cake 
Holiday Logs 

and much more 

– SICILIANS–  
– DELICACIES – 

Arancini 
Suppli 

Bignolati 

– SANDWICHES – 

– FRESH SALADS – 

…and MUCH MORE…

Here are just a few of our many fine products:

Discover 
Forno West 

Bakery & Pastry Shop

fornowest 
514 935-7337 

Happy Holidays to All

We also do 
catering

Mon.-Sat.: 7:30 am – 6 pm 
Sun.: 7:30 am – 5 pm 

1235 Greene Avenue 
Westmount

We also have beautiful gift baskets 
for the holidays – call to reserve

Get more rest while 
holiday traveling 

The holiday season is a time of year 
when there never seems to be enough 
hours in the day. Calendars are jam-
packed with all sort of activities from the 
moment Thanksgiving arrives until 
revellers scream “Happy New Year!” 
Travel also is a common component of 
the holiday season, as millions cross 
time zones in order to see loved ones 
each December. 

Rest does not always come easy while 
away from home. A number of factors 
can contribute to this inability to settle. 

“In an unfamiliar place, our brains 
become instinctively more alert, 
increasing adrenaline to keep us awake 
and ready to defend ourselves or our 
loved ones,” says Martin Seeley, CEO 
of Mattress Next Day in the United 
Kingdom. This “fight” response may be 
even stronger when travelling with 
family. 

People have a lot on their minds and 
tasks to get done in a short period of 
time during the holiday season. It can be 
challenging to wind down and find rest 
when one is so frequently on the move. 

It is possible to get more rest for those 

who plan accordingly. Here are some tips 
for getting some relief while travelling 
for the holidays. 

Bring familiar items from home. It is •
not just children who can benefit from 
some comforting items from home. 
Adults also can enjoy the benefits of 
familiar pillows and blankets, for ex -
ample. Aromas are strongly associated 
with familiarity and trigger ing 
memories. So a pillowcase that smells 
like a home laundry detergent can 
trigger the body to relax. 
Utilize noise-cancelling earplugs/•
headphones. Unfamiliar noises can 
interrupt rest and sleep. Using noise-
cancelling products or listening to 
white noise while settling down to rest 
can induce sleep. 
Follow the two-day rule. Johns •
Hopkins Medicine recommends those 
who will be staying somewhere for 
fewer than two days to try to keep to a 
typical schedule. By the time your body 
adapts to a different schedule, it will 
be time to come home again. 
Don’t overfill your •
schedule. It’s continued on p. GG-4
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4916 rue Sherbrooke Ouest      atelierlou.com 514.506.8174

Two long established Montreal eye care practices 
Harry Toulch Optometrists and VISION 2120 have 

come together to create Optik Avenue Optometrists 
• EYE EXAMS – We o er the latest in 

eye imaging technology. 
• LENSES – We o er genuine Varilux, Crizal, 

Transitions and Blue Filter lenses. We carry 
a wide range of contact lens prescriptions. 

• BRANDS – Designer brands to vintage 
collections you can definitely find your 
perfect fit at Optik Avenue. We carry 
Ray-Ban, Lunor, Silhouette, Prada, Moscot, 
Tom Ford, Celine, Oliver Peoples, Dior, 
Saint Laurent and many other fine brands.

Come visit us 
See what you’ve been missing! 
4148 St. Catherine St. W. corner Greene, Westmount 

Book your eye exam today! 
514-937-0446 – info@optikavenue.com

Happy Holidays to All Our Customers and Friends

tempting to try and do too much 
during holiday visits, but jamming 
your schedule could lead to additional 
fatigue. That could translate into not 
enjoying yourself as much as possible 
because you’re simply too tired. 
Avoid too much alcohol. Some people •
indulge a bit too much while 
celebrating the holidays. Although 
alcohol initially can make you feel 
sleepy, it leads to poor sleep quality 
that eventually can wake you up in the 
middle of the night or contribute to a 
restless few hours of sleep. Limit 
drinking, particularly late at night. 
Put electronics away. Lauri Leadly, a •
sleep educator at Valley Sleep Center 

in Arizona, says the blue light emitted 
from many digital devices can disrupt 
the circadian rhythm in your body that 
regulates sleep and wake. When the 
sun begins to set, turn off devices and 
stick to darker rooms to begin to set 
the body up for rest. This is a great 
time to gather in a room filled with 
firelight or candlelight. 
Move your body. Be active during the •
day even when you are travelling for 
the holidays. Physical exertion is good 
for the mind and the body, and may 
help you get better rest each night. 
Resting while traveling during the 

holiday season may not be so easy. But 
some simple strategies can increase the 
chances holiday travellers get adequate 
rest while away from home. – MCG

Holiday rest, cont’d from p. GG-3
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RReesseerrvvee  yyoouurr  ffrreesshh,,  
ggrraaiinn--ffeedd  ttuurrkkeeyy  
ffoorr  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayyss

Your neighbourhood health food store

Fresh, 
local, 

organic 
food

330A 
Victoria 

514-369-1888

Serving Westmount since 2009

Get a head start on New Year’s resolutions 
After the rush of the holiday season 

has largely ended, and the excess of the 
season starts to weigh on celebrants’ 
minds, it is customary for many people 
to start thinking about the changes they 
want to implement in the new year. 
According to a Pew Research Center 
survey of United States adults conducted 
in January 2024, 30 percent of people 
reported making at least one resolution, 
with half of this group making more 
than one. The survey also found that 
young adults are the most likely to make 
New Year’s resolutions, with 49 percent 
of those between the ages 18 and 29 
saying they have made a resolution. 

It’s never too early to start thinking 
about what to improve upon in 2025, 
or which goals to set. Here are some 
common resolutions and how to 
implement them. 

Exercise more. Getting in shape is •
one of the most popular New Year’s 
resolutions every year. Gym member -
ships spike and people often invest in 
home exercise equipment around this 
time of year. According to the 
American College of Sports Medicine, 
wearable technology continues to be a 
top trend in fitness and has been a 

mainstay since 2016. While Fitbit and 
the Apple Watch series have remained 
strong contenders, one also may want 
to invest in the Garmin Vivomove, 
which boasts wireless charging. 
Tracking fitness goals can keep those 
resolutions going strong. 
Improve mental well-being. Getting •
in shape is not the only health-related 
goal this time of year. Mental health 
also comes into play when people 
make their resolutions. Taking 
opportunities to slow down and be 
more mindful can help. One way to 
do so is through journaling. Human 
behaviour expert and author Natalie 
Friscia Pancetti, says journaling 
reduces stress, helps with anxiety, 
encourages confidence, and can 
improve perceptions. This is why she 
developed a journal with inspirational 
writing prompts as a companion to 
her “This Too” book and planner. 
Quit smoking. Quitting smoking is •
a worthy goal. Health care experts 
know smoking is the leading cause of 
lung cancer and has been linked to 
more than 27 diseases. Many people 
want to quit smoking, but the Mayo 
Clinic says only about 5 percent of 

people who try to quit succeed without 
a smoking cessation product. Nicotine 
replacement items are some of the 
most popular smoking cessation tools. 
For those who want to go drug-free, 
Füm is a device that addresses the 
three major components of habit 
formation that occur with smoking. 
Employing flavoured air, the device 
replaces the fixation of the hand-to-
mouth habit with non-addictive plant 
extracts that are inhaled, simulating 
smoking without the negative effects. 

Learn a new language. Learning a new •
skill or language is another popular 
resolution. Today there are many apps 
available to help people learn one or 
more new languages. From Duolingo 
to Babbel to Memrise, there are 
programs available whether one is a 
visual learner or wants to jump right 
into specific phrases. 
Many people get a jump-start on 

identifying their resolutions so they’ll 
be ready to move forward come New 
Year’s Day. – MCG
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4916 Sherbrooke St. W., Westmount 514 481-1560 
campbellpictureframing@gmail.com – campbellpictureframing.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN: 

• Custom framing • Installations 
• Restoration of oil paintings 
and frames • Conservation 

framing • Laminations

Warmest Holiday Wishes to all our friends & customers

Fun ways to make Christmas Eve 
even more special for kids 

Parents know that nothing quite 
matches the excitement young children 
feel on Christmas Eve. On the day before 
Christmas, youngsters anxiously 
anticipate the arrival of Santa Claus that 
evening, and are perhaps even more 
excited by the prospects of the following 
morning, when they’ll race into the 
living room and discover all that the 
jolly old elf left behind. 

Christmas Eve seems to have some 
built-in magical components, but there 
are a handful of ways parents can make 
the day even more special for children. 

Track the big guy’s movements online. •
The North American Aerospace 
Defense Command (NORAD) and its 
predecessor, the Continental Air 
Defense Command (CONAD), have 
tracked Santa’s Christmas Eve flight 
for more than 60 years. Beginning on 

Christmas Eve, families can track 
Santa’s movements across the globe at 
Noradsanta.org. Kids can visit the site 
to see where Santa is at any given 
moment on Christmas Eve, growing 
more excited as the big fella gets closer 
and closer to their own region. 
Create a Christmas Eve craft. Gather •
children and their cousins and/or 
friends to create a special Christmas 
Eve craft or decoration that can be 
displayed next year. This is a great 
way to channel youngsters’ nervous 
Christmas Eve energy into something 
productive, and it can make for a great 
tradition families can continue even 
after kids are grown. 
Watch a favourite Christmas movie. •
Hollywood has never shied away from 
holiday fare, so there’s no shortage of 
festive films to enjoy with youngsters 
on Christmas Eve. Enjoy a classic like 
the 1947 film “Miracle on 34th Street” 
starring Natalie Wood as the adorable 
“Susan Walker” and Edmund Gwenn 
as “Kris Kringle,” or go with something 
more recent, such as “The Grinch,” the 
2018 adaptation of the Dr. Seuss book 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas. 
Take a nighttime stroll or drive to •
see the lights. Lighting displays are 
another component that makes the 
holiday season so special. After 
Christmas Eve dinner, take a stroll 
through your neighbourhood to see 
the lighting displays or climb into the 
car to take in a different neigh bour -
hood’s offerings if you’re already 
familiar with those in your own 
neck of the woods. 
Christmas Eve is a magical day for 

youngsters and their parents. Some 
simple ideas can make the day even 
more meaningful for children and 
their families. – MCG
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Boxing Day traditions 
The holiday season is filled with 

activities and steeped in tradition. The 
magic does not end when Christmas or 
Hanukah have come and gone. While 
people mark off the days until they can 
count down the hours on New Year’s Eve, 
another event between Christmas Day 
and December 31 merits attention as 
well. 

Boxing Day is celebrated here and in 
Great Britain and British Common -
wealth nations like Australia and New 
Zealand. The holiday originated in the 
United Kingdom but other European 
nations have since embraced it. Boxing 
Day coincides with the Christian holiday 
St. Stephen’s Day, which is considered 
the second day of Christmas. St. Stephen 
was a deacon the apostles ordained to 
take care of widows and the indigent. 

Boxing Day dates back to 1871, 
according to Love to Know, and came 
about as a custom for tradesmen and 
women to collect “Christmas boxes” of 
money or presents on the first weekday 
after Christmas in exchange for good 
service throughout the year. Many 
workers, particularly household servants, 
had to work on Christmas Day, so Boxing 
Day provided an opportunity for them 

to visit with their own families. The 
workers took home boxes filled with 
foods and other gifts. Federally here, in 
Ontario and in the U.K., Boxing Day is a 
government-mandated holiday. If it falls 
on a weekend, then the holiday will be 
observed on the following Monday. 
Schools and many organizations are 

closed on this day. Stores tend to be 
open, as Boxing Day sales are popular. 

As with most events, Boxing Day 
features some notable customs: 

Workers, especially those in service •
positions, are honoured. It’s customary 
to give a financial gift to people who 
provide services throughout the year. 

This includes mail carriers, sanitation 
workers, hair stylists and others. 
Contribute to the less fortunate. People •
often donate food to local food banks 
and support charities. 
Watch or attend sporting events. •
Boxing Day also is marked by sporting 
events like horse racing and football, 
with the U.K. often hosting a full day 
of Premier League games. 
Take a chilly swim. Some individuals •
enjoy participating in Polar Plunges to 
raise money for charities. One annual 
event features people jumping into the 
English Channel, and similar plunges 
are held elsewhere. 
Head to the stores. Boxing Day is •
similar to Black Friday in the United 
States. Boxing Day is filled with 
slashed prices and bargains for 
shoppers who are eager to spend 
holiday gift cards. 
Meet up with friends and families. •
On Boxing Day, friends frequently 
get together to socialize and go out 
for dinner or drinks. 
Boxing Day is celebrated the day after 

Christmas and provides a chance to 
continue the merriment of the holiday 
season. – MCG
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Tips to simplify holiday cooking 
Food is an important component of 

the holiday season for millions of people 
across the globe. Many a holiday host has 
wrestled with what to serve for their 
gathering and how to prepare meals 
while still finding time to spend with 
loved ones. Sometimes simplicity is the 
way to go when hosting for the holidays. 
Just because certain dishes are less 
labour-intensive to prepare does not 
mean they lack flavour. Hosts can 
consider these tips to simplify holiday 
cooking this year. 

Utilize shop-from-home services. •
Supermarkets can be particularly busy 
this time of year. By shopping from 
the comfort of home, holiday hosts 
can sort through their lists and let 
someone else navigate crowded store 
aisles. The small fee involved for this 
service can be well worth the time 
saved. 
Scale back the sides. Some hosts feel •
an impressive dinner spread is one 
with plenty of options. Several side 
dishes requires a lot of time and 
money, and such foods may take away 
from the star of the table. Guests 
might fill up on rolls, potatoes and 
salads, leaving little room for the main 

course. Scaling back on sides creates 
more time for hosts to mingle with 
family and ensures everyone gets their 
fill of the main course. 
Delegate some of the work. Asking •
guests to bring a little something to 
the meal doesn’t immediately turn it 
into a potluck. However, it can reduce 
some of the work the host has to do. 
Figure out who is bound to be an early 
arrival, and ask that person to bring an 
appetizer. Individuals who like to be 
fashionably late can bring side dishes 
or desserts. Delegating beverage detail 
also can be a time-saver. 
Familiar is often fabulous. A major •
holiday is seldom the right time to 
experiment with a new, labour-
intensive dish. Rather than risk an epic 
fail, hosts should stick to meals they 
have prepared before. Also, familiar 
flavours may appeal to a greater 
number of guests. 
Include some prepared foods. While it •
is perfectly all right to cater the entire 
dinner, that can prove costly. If the 
budget doesn’t allow for a fully catered 
meal, supplement with some prepared 
dishes to help save time, particularly 
those recipes that can be complicated. 

Make it a buffet. Sit-down dinners •
require careful timing to ensure all 
foods are set out hot and ready-to-eat. 
A buffet-style meal involves preparing 
trays of food in advance, and then 
setting them to heat in chafing dishes 
until meal time. This involves far less 

strategizing with meal preparation 
and frees up time for hosts to spend 
with guests. 
Holiday meals require a lot of effort, 

but some handy suggestions can ensure 
hosts have ample time to spend with 
loved ones. – MCG
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ADOPTION DU BUDGET 2025 

AVIS PUBLIC est donné que: 

1º le budget de la Ville de Westmount pour l’exercice financier 2025 sera déposé 
pour adoption au cours d’une séance extraordinaire du conseil municipal qui 
se tiendra le lundi 16 décembre 2024, à 19 h dans la salle du conseil de l’hôtel 
de ville situé au 4333, rue Sherbrooke Ouest à Westmount; et 

2º lors de cette séance, les délibérations du conseil et la période de questions 
porteront exclusivement sur le budget. 

FAIT à Westmount, le 3 décembre 2024. 

ADOPTION OF THE 2025 BUDGET 

NOTICE is given that: 

1.  The budget of the City of Westmount for the fiscal year 2025 will be tabled for 
adoption at a special sitting of the Municipal Council to be held on Monday, 
December 16, 2024, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber at City Hall, located 
at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount; and 

2.  At said special sitting, the Council deliberations and the question period shall 
deal exclusively with the budget. 

GIVEN at Westmount, on December 3, 2024. 

Me Paule Geoffroy-Béliveau 
Greffière adjointe de la ville / Assistant City Clerk

www.westmount.org

Fall is here but Winter is coming… 
Thankfully we have chef 
prepared soups, paella and a 
plethora of fish and seafood 
based dishes to warm you and 
your family – no matter how 
cold the weather gets. 
Not only clam chowder, 
we carry a variety of seafood 
and non-seafood soup 

favourites like: mushroom with truffle oil, 
savoury pea, spicy lentil and rich lobster 
bisque — to mention a few. 
We also have a fully stocked fresh fish and 
seafood counter with an oyster section. Plus 
don’t forget our extensive selection of local 
and imported delicacies, basics and pantry 
items, produce, prêt-a-manger, ‘seacuterie’ 
– including a range of caviars.

5121 Sherbrooke West H4A 1T2 514.486.5246

www.lapoissonneriesherbrooke.com

Photos: Jeff Shoer

Clam Chowder Seafood Paella

Visit us for crave-worthy comfort foods, exquisite treasures of the sea 
and more. We’re open 7 days a week. We look forward to seeing you!

Police Report 

Burglars steal $200,000 in valuables from de Ramezay condo 
By Martin C. Barry 

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. were 
contending with a significant surge of 
criminal activity in the last two weeks, 
including two major burglaries and nearly 
a half-dozen car thefts. 

Sometime between 7 and 8:30 pm on 
November 23, a condominium located on 
de Ramezay Ave. in Westmount was 
broken into and robbed of valuables esti-
mated by the owners with a value of 
$200,000. 

According to an inventory of stolen 
property they furnished to the police, the 
perpetrators got away with jewellery as well 
as valuable documents that were being 
stored in a household safe located in the 
master bedroom. 

The owners only learned of the theft 
when they were contacted the day after by 
an individual (possibly a neighbour), 
informing them that a rear door appeared 
broken and was ajar. Rooms in the dwell-
ing were turned upside down by the 
thieves searching for valuables. 

Station 12 spokesperson Cst. Emma-
nuel Provencher said technicians from the 

Montreal police dept.’s forensics investiga-
tions unit were called in to locate finger-
prints and other possible clues. 

It wasn’t clear whether the owners were 
equipped with an alarm system, although 
there was no mention of one in the inci-
dent report. 

Contractor’s equipment stolen 

The day before, a theft committed at a 
property in lower Westmount saw a con-
struction contractor lose an estimated 
$10,000 worth of work equipment. 

According to Cst. Provencher, the con-
tractor was carrying out extensive work at 
a house on Olivier Ave. 

Although the main entrance door was 
secured with a padlock, a worker arriving 
on the morning of November 22 filed a 
report with the police, saying the lock had 
been broken and was no longer in place. 

As there were no security cameras at or 
near the work site, the investigators have 
no leads, Provencher added. 

Toyota not stolen 

During the early morning hours on 
November 22, an attempt was made to 

steal a Toyota Land Cruiser parked on 
Upper Belmont in upper Westmount, 
although the perpetrator failed to pull it 
off. 

The vehicle’s quick-thinking owner 
spotted the attempted theft as it was under 
way but the would-be thief made good his 
escape, according to Cst. Provencher. 

However, the suspect left behind one of 
the tools of his trade – a crowbar – which 
was handed over to forensics for finger-
print analysis. 

As the suspect was believed to still be 
in the vicinity shortly after fleeing, an all-
points bulletin was sent out to police 
cruisers, although nothing came of it, 
according to the police report. 

Running Kia stolen 

Later on that same day, another car theft 
was committed in Westmount, although it 
was probably the work of a “joyrider” spon-
taneously taking advantage of an oppor-
tunity. 

Around 8:30 pm on November 22, a Kia 
Rio that was parked while running and 
unlocked outside 4557 Sherbrooke St. 
across the street from Westmount Park 

was stolen. 
According to Provencher, the vehicle 

belonged to a fast-food delivery driver. 

Two cars stolen from one lot 

On November 24, car thieves struck 
twice in a parking lot located behind an 
apartment building on Clarke Ave. be -
tween Sherbrooke St. and de Maisonneuve 
Blvd. 

Sometime over the course of the day, a 
Jaguar F-Pace crossover SUV and a Range 
Rover luxury SUV, owned by separate 
owners, were stolen. 

It was early evening by the time they 
became aware the vehicles were missing, 
said Cst. Provencher. 

He said there were no witnesses, no 
security camera images or signs of forced 
entry such as broken window glass left 
behind on the ground.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit to 
300 words and submit before Friday 10 am. 

email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com
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by the city had these project objectives: 
Provide a safe, connect ed and user-•
friend ly network for all types of riders, 
Create a connected cycling network that •
encourages both utilitarian and recre-
ational cycling, 
Increase bicycle use for short trips, •
Offer a coordinated vision with the •
Greater Montreal cycling network, and 
be eligible for subsidies for the develop-
ment of cycling infrastructure, 
Promote and encourage the use of •
bicycles as an active and eco-responsible 
mode of transportation, 
Determine an implementation and de -•
ployment strategy, 
Develop a decision-making tool. •
The public consultation included a 

series of participatory exercises. Partici-
pants reviewed the types of existing cycling 
facilities in Westmount and marked up a 
map of the city showing how they could 
and should be improved. 

The first exercise was to consider modi-
fications to the existing infrastructure – at 
intersections and between intersections – 
that could make cycling safer. The group 
that the Independent observed at work gave 
much thought to Westmount’s unique 
and hilly topography when considering 
changes. 

‘Bike Plan’ coming 

The city of Westmount is developing its 
“2025 Bike Plan” in collaboration with Vélo 
Québec. 

Antoine Hébert Maher from the non-
profit was on site to explain the five types 
of existing cycle facilities in Montreal and 
Westmount that participants could choose 
from for the exercise. 

They were: 
“Designated roadway” – example: Côte •
St. Antoine in Westmount, 
“One-way cycle lane with delineator” – •
example: Glen Rd. in St. Henri (and 

Westmount), 
“Two-way cycle lane on street, with delin-•
eators” – example: de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
in Westmount, 
“Cycle lane” – example: Côte St. Antoine •
in Westmount, 
“Multipurpose path” – Parc de l’Hôtel de •
Ville in Old Montreal. 
He presented this information in 

French, and it was translated using DeepL 
translator. 

Using these five categories, participants 
could propose changes for an optimal cyc-
ling circuit. 

Step 2: Ancillary infrastructure 

The second exercise involved a marked-
up map of Westmount indicating where 
better lighting, additional Bixi stands and 
additional bike stands should go. 

Baked into this exercise was the antici-
pation that a greater demand for these 
three components will be needed since 
“promotion and encouragement of the use 
of bicycles as an active and eco-responsible 
mode of transportation” is a goal of the city. 

Anitra Bostock, councillor for District 
5; commissioner of public works, accessi-
bility and mobility; and lead member of the 
Transportation Advisory Committee, said, 
“This plan aligns with our commitment to 
promoting stable and active transportation 
options.” 

City councillor Matt Aronson, of District 
7, is city commissioner for climate and sus-
tainability, for economic development and 
for citizen engagement. He said, “Our 
vision at the city of Westmount is to create 
an environment in Westmount that is bike 
friendly… 

“Not necessarily bike dependent but 
bike friendly… 

“… this plan is a step towards realizing 
that ambition and what we really want to 
do is listen… 

“We are here to gather your opinions 

and your perspectives to get this right.” 

Next steps 

Tom Flies, senior director in the pro-
jects and land management office at the 
city, briefly explained next steps. 

“The information will all be [con-
sidered] and then a plan will be drafted. It 
will then be [delivered] to council. It will 

also be published, and it will be adopted 
by council if it is deemed acceptable… 

“…We will have this plan as a road map 
for future capital works and we will inte-
grate the different strategic aspects that we 
want to work on… 

“The different improvements will also be 
recommended in the plan, and they will be 
[gradually executed] over the next few years.”

Cycling consultation, cont’d from p. 1

Residents at work at a public consultation meeting at Victoria Hall November 21.

City councillor Anitra Bostock on November 21. City councillor Matt Aronson on November 21.

St. Andrew’s holds intergenerational 
get-togethers at 2 seniors’ centres 

St. Andrew’s pre-school on Hillside Ave. held an intergenerational get-together with nearby seniors 
at the St. Margaret’s centre on October 29. Two days later, the children visited the also-nearby Place 
Kensington (not pictured). Photo courtesy of St. Andrew’s.



Birthdays – apolitical, areligious, personal 
By Sandra Hendlisz, 
guest contributor 

As human beings, we often find joy in 
celebrating milestones. An example of this 
is celebrating birthdays. Many people use 
their birthdays to reflect on life and on past 
experiences and to look forward to the 
future. 

Our birthdays are often an opportunity 
to express gratitude, acknowledge growth 
and change in ourselves. It is also an 
opportunity to see how we can improve 
aspects of ourselves in different areas. 
When we look back on the things we have 
done in the past years, our self esteem can 
be improved and we can be imbued with 
purpose, meaning and hope. 

We are at an age where we have friends 
in their 80s and 90s. It is amazing to wit-
ness how some of them have adapted to 
this change. Some have become anxious 
and worried about many things they never 
worried about in the past. Others have 
entered this phase of life with grace and 
dignity in their daily lives. 

My walking partner is a lady about to 
turn 90 and she continues the habit of 
walking for two hours daily. She still main-
tains her lifelong passion for music and 
the arts. It is always hard to know if there 
is a genetic factor involved or it is simply 
behavioural. 

Positive = more satisfied 

I have a few friends who have reached 
90 as a new and different time of life. My 
friends who have positive attitudes seem 
to be more satisfied with their lives. Exer-

cise and good social networks keep their 
minds active. Reading and different dis-
cussions, be they political or social, and a 
fascination with new technology and its 
impact on our lives occupy the thoughts of 
many people. 

This year was a milestone birthday for 
my husband Jacques. He was 75 years old 
in September. 

Jacques retired from his work as direc-
tor of the Douglas Institute 12 years ago. 
His first response to being 75 was that in 
the 1880s it was rare to live that long. One 
accepted one’s fate and so he feels very 
lucky to be alive today. Jacques’ character 
is humorous and witty. He sees the best 
and the lighter side of any situation. He is 
entertaining and amusing. As well, he is 
optimistic and upbeat. 

He takes pleasure in the events of his 
day-to-day life, which then become more 
stories for telling. His good spirit is recog-

nized by his two-year-old grandson, who 
is full of joy when Jacques comes into the 
room. 

As well, Jacques is serious, compassion-
ate, a great partner, a wonderful father and 
grandfather, a fabulous cook, a wine col-
lector and obsessive about small and 
meaningless activities such as loading the 
dishwasher. He does not take himself too 
seriously. He is a caring friend. 

To quote the Westmount writer Rita 
Pomade: “Birthdays are to celebrate our 
own time to be on this planet. One’s birth-
day is the only holiday that is not religious 
or political, just personal.”

The Two Sandras … ruminate on birthdays 

Birthdays range from unobserved to important milestones 
By Sandra Feldman, 
guest contributor 

My husband Ron recently had a big 
birthday: He turned 90. This happy occa-
sion led us to discuss what birthdays have 
meant to us in our lives. 

My husband’s omitted birthdays 

For Ron, birthdays have been a strictly 
adult phenomenon. His immigrant par-
ents emphasized Jewish holidays, not per-
sonal ones. When he was a child, his birth-
day wasn’t even acknowledged, let alone 
celebrated. 

For years, in fact, he and one of his 
brothers got their birthdays mixed up! It 
was only when his parents checked his 
birth certificate before his bar mitzvah that 
they realized the boys’ dates had been 
switched. 

My parents were younger and more 
modern-minded. Even so, I didn’t have a 
birthday party until my Sweet Sixteen: a 
luncheon for girls at the exotic new Chi-
nese restaurant Ruby Foo’s. 

Some of my classmates were luckier. I 
remember attending my first birthday 
party in grade 1. We sang, we ate sand-
wiches, we watched the birthday girl open 
her gifts – including coveted paper-doll 
books from Woolworth’s – and we left with 
treats to take home. 

Children’s parties at Rose Bowl Lanes 

Each of our three kids had similar 
parties every year. At first, these fêtes would 
be at our house, diligently recorded in 
home movies. They later migrated to 
venues like Rose Bowl Lanes, but the 
menus were mostly the same: hot dogs, 
pizza and, of course, cake. The kids would 

leave with “loot bags” of trinkets and candy. 
Ron and I celebrated our own birthdays 

less often, but we would mark each new 
decade in our lives with jovial soirées. We 
had witty friends, so these evenings 
included humorous poems, songs and 
tributes. 

We understood what each 10-year mark -
er would likely entail: 30 was adulthood, 
40 was family, 50 was maturity; 60 was a 
wind-down, 70 was retirement and 80 was 
a gradual move to the exit. 

But what does it mean to turn 90? We 
don’t have a template for this one, and we 
look to the future with a mix of curiosity 
and dread. Yet Ron’s birthday was observed 
with wonderful celebrations – a series of 
joyous gatherings with family and friends. 

Birthdays for us now are less about what 
happens next than what we are lucky 
enough to have now. We are grateful to 

have each other, and that we are still able 
to read, to think, to feel and to love. The 
future feels less pressing; the present is 
our birthday gift. 

Everything else is just icing on the cake.
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WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

About the Sandras: 
Retired Westmount High English 

teacher Sandra Hendlisz is a former 
Westmounter. Both Sandras attend 
the Congregation Shaar Hasho-
mayim. 

See February 16, 2021, p. 22, June 
15, 2021, p. 18, October 26, 2021, p. 
16, August 23, 2022 and May 7, 2024, 
p. 22 for their previous reminis-
cences.

BBBs arrive

▶ These big blue bins were photographed on 
York St. near Prince Albert November 29. 
They are the first of the city-provided 360-liter 
recycling containers that the Independent has 
seen. Photo: Independent.
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French not threatened – Language laws harm Quebec – 
Promote culture, not exodus 
By David Tait 

In the era of the internet as the purveyor 
of news and of the emerging technologies in 
artificial intelligence, Canadians will be faced 
with the challenge of discerning what is fac-
tual news, both in content and in pictures. 

My thesis today is that this threat is real 
and serious and I will try to demonstrate 
this with an example. 

I would ask Canadians to question the 
news that they receive and research it so 
that they can rely on it. 

I have submitted this opinion piece to 
both the Globe & Mail and Montreal 
Gazette; and most of these points of view 
to two French newspapers in Montreal (Le 
Devoir and La Presse); and some to a third 
French newspaper (Journal de Montréal). 
The only newspaper to publish my opinion 
pieces was the Westmount Independent 
(April 30, 2024, p. 16). 

I am not, nor have I been, a member of 
any political party or any organization 
espousing political views. I am a very con-
cerned Canadian as you will discern if you 
read on. But I speak for myself, as I do not 
know how many Quebecers share my views. 

Gross misinformation in Quebec 

I am a retired businessman and, having 
lived most of my life in Quebec, I would 
like to bring to your attention the truly 
remarkable use of misinformation in Que-
bec and how seemingly intelligent people 
have fallen for it. 

Essentially the ultra-nationalists have 
been pounding and pounding the idea that 
“French is threatened in Quebec” and have 
used this as a reason to push and pass 
legislation at the provincial and federal 
levels that changes Canada’s constitution 
and that, I will argue, damages Quebec and 
Canada’s economy. 

I will set out my point of view in three 
parts: 

The threat to the French language in 1.
Quebec; 
The promotion of Quebec culture 2.
within the province; and 
The economic effects of language 3.
misinformation. 

The threat to the 
French language in Quebec 

Premier Legault and two of his min-
isters, Simon Jolin-Barette and Jean-Fran-
çois Roberge, have repeated the refrain that 
the French language is threatened in Que-
bec. A recently published book of essays, 

“Le français en déclin? Repenser la francoph-
onie Québécoise,” discusses this topic from 
many perspectives. 

It is what I would call misinformation 
to call a language “threatened” when 94 
percent of the provincial population speaks 
French and where the percentage of people 
in Montreal who can speak French has 
gone up to 90 percent (2021) from 80 per-
cent in 1971. 

And yet, under the guise of this “threat,” 
Bill 96 (Quebec) and Bill C-13 (Canada) 
were passed almost unanimously. 

Bill 96, an amendment to the Charter of •
the French Language, recognizes French 
as the sole common language in Que-
bec. It was passed unanimously in the 
Assemblée Nationale. 
Bill C-13, has essentially adopted parts •
of Bill 96 into the Canadian constitution. 
It was passed almost unanimously (ex -
cept for one person) by the federal par-
liament. 
More shamefully, if possible, three 

form er Liberal premiers (Charest, Couil-
lard and Daniel Johnson) joined three sep-
aratist former premiers (Marois, Bouchard 
and Jean-Marc Johnson) and used the 
premise that the French language was 
threatened to call for the strengthening of 
Bill 101 and for it to be applied to federal 
institutions in Quebec. Again, misin-
formation prevailed. 

The promotion of Quebec culture 

I feel not only that the French language 
in Quebec is far from threatened, but also 
that this is the wrong parameter to be con-
cerned about. Of concern is the preserva-
tion and promotion of Quebec culture. The 
present and future dominance of Ameri-
can culture is a challenge to cultures a -
round the world. If Quebec culture is sup-
ported, I would argue that the use of the 
French language in Quebec will be assured. 

For the present time, Quebec culture is 
holding up well, as anyone who reads the 
Saturday edition of Journal de Montréal will 
attest. Every facet of the arts is humming. 

However, as new generations are more 
and more exposed to American culture, it 
is important that the Quebec government 
put more resources into education and pro-
moting Quebec culture. 

This could involve, in conjunction with 
the various religious bodies in Quebec, the 
re-invention in the use of the churches, 
particularly those in small villages. They 
could be used partly for religious services 
and partly re-purposed to offer various arts 

instruction (and also courses in new tech-
nologies). This would require major com-
mitments to funding by the Quebec gov-
ernment. 

To promote and protect the Quebec cul-
ture in the way described above will require 
huge amounts of funding. This should be 
a pre-occupation of the Quebec govern-
ment, but its focus on misinforming every-
one of the status of the French language is 
counterproductive in promoting Quebec 
culture. People and corporations are leav-
ing and will leave Quebec to jurisdictions 
where they can live their lives and run their 
businesses as they choose. 

The economic effects of 
language misinformation 

This isn’t my conjecture: in Quebec we 
have the experience of the passing of lan-
guage laws in 1971 that culminated in Bill 
101. While it led to some worthwhile but-
tressing of the French language, it came at 
a huge economic cost to Quebec: 

Between 1971 and 2015, Quebec had a 1.
net out-migration of 582,470 people 
(Source: Interprovincial Migration in 
Canada: Quebecers Vote with their Feet, 
Fraser Institute). 
Quebec’s gross domestic product (GDP) 2.
as a percentage of the national total fell 
from 25 percent in 1971 to 20 percent in 
2021 (Source: Statistics Canada). 
Since 1971, Quebec has received well 3.
over $200 billion in equalization pay-
ments as a “have-not” province. The 
number for 2024 will be in the $14-bil-
lion range. These funds from the fed-
eral government are over and above the 
regular federal payments for such 
things as Old Age Security, unemploy-
ment insurance payments and various 
social programs. 
Premier Legault has said many times 

that he would enact policies to reduce Que-
bec’s need for these equalization payments 
and lead Quebec to a “have” status. In -
stead, he has enacted Bill 96, which, I be -
lieve, will negatively affect the economy of 
Quebec and exacerbate the reliance on 
these payments. 

All to say, to promote Quebec culture 
the Quebec government will need huge 
funding and, if history is any guide, its pol-
icy on language will be seriously detrimen-
tal to Quebec’s ability to do that. 

Final thoughts and recommendations 

My firm belief is that the Quebec gov-
ernment should focus on supporting econ-

omic growth rather than spreading misin-
formation about the French language that 
will lead to a further erosion in its tax base 
as more individual and companies “vote 
with their feet.” 

And let history be our guide. In 1971, 
somewhat before the status of French 
became a hot political issue, Quebec relied 
on equalization grants of some $430 mil-
lion from the federal government. This 
equates to roughly $3 billion in today’s dol-
lars. This year, Quebec will receive some 
$14 billion or five times what it received 
before the mass exodus of 580,000 people 
and hundreds of companies. Essentially, it 
can be argued that Quebec relies on high 
equalization payments to offset the loss of 
tax revenues from those persons and com-
panies who have left Quebec. 

Let me emphasize, Quebec cannot 
afford another such exodus. 

My recommendations will follow a 
short personal story. My late brother, John 
Tait, was a very senior federal civil servant 
at the time of the repatriation of our con-
stitution and the writing of our Charter of 
Rights. He was integrally involved in draft-
ing these documents. 

He and I discussed the inclusion of the 
infamous Notwithstanding Clause in the 
Charter of Rights, whereby legislatures 
could bypass certain of its provisions. John 
was concerned that it might be misused, 
but said that there was no consensus to 
pass the Charter of Rights without it. I 
remember him saying something to this 
effect, “We have to be confident that our 
future leaders will act in good faith and use 
it only in exceptional circumstances.” 

The Quebec government used the Not-
withstanding Clause to unanimously pass 
Bill 96. To a non-politician, this would 
seem to be a clear case of acting in bad 
faith, because if it was good legislation, it 
would not need the protection of the Not-
withstanding Clause. Similarly, Bill C-13 at 
the federal level essentially acquiesces to 
Bill-96 by incorporating parts of Bill 96 into 
Bill C-13. 

The legality of these laws is being taken 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. But they 
are in use today. 

In a democracy, our only sure right to 
challenge/change bad laws is to exercise 
our voting rights to elect politicians who 
are in “good faith” and will correct these 
laws, passed largely on the misinformation 
that the French language is threatened in 
Quebec. 

In Quebec, we have a very good ex -
ample of the power of the people. During 
the 1980 referendum, a group of women 
led by Mme Louise Robic, a former prov-
incial Liberal cabinet 
member, organized a rally 

Guest column

continued on p. 19
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Plan: 17 housing units 

City issues construction permit for former St. Stephen’s Church 
By Jennifer Ball 

A construction permit for the conversion 
and addition of volume to the existing build-
ing of the former St. Stephen’s Church was 
issued by the city on October 30. 

The former church – on Dorchester at 
Atwater whose civic address is 1 Weredale 
Park – saw changes to the exterior of the 
building shortly after the permit was 
issued. Wooden barriers went up to seal 
off the property. A total of 17 housing units 
will be added to this neighbourhood. (See 

also October 22, p. SL-8.) 
Mugisha Rutishisha, director of the 

Communications department at the city, 
provided a statement on November 25 con-
firming that the construction permit had 
been issued and he provided the date of 
the issuance as October 30. 

Frédéric Neault, director of the Urban 
Planning department, clarified that the 
construction permit was issued to “Stan-
ford Properties – Le Jardin Stephens Inc.” 
The sale of the property to Stanford Prop-
erties took place in August 2017. 

On October 7, Neault said: “In May 
2022, the project was approved by council, 
but no permit was issued...” 

When asked to confirm that the issued 
permit still had the same scope and that 
there were no amendments to it, Neault 
confirmed the issuance was “A construc-
tion permit for the conversion and addition 
of volume to the existing building. In the 
end, a total of 17 housing units will be 
added to this neighbourhood…” 

“Same scope of work – no amendment,” 
he affirmed.

A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com

Manage your entire move 
Plan your new layout on computer 
Empty an apartment or house 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc… 
Arrange a moving company 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest

December 5 & 6

HOLIDAY 
HOUSE PART Y 
AT CENTAUR 

Ranee Lee & Centaur Theatre Present

Featuring McGill Jazz Performance Students 

Under the Direction of Jazz Legend Ranee Lee

4216 Dorchester’s permit expires 

New public consultation on same project hears little dissent 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A 4-5 storey condo-type building that 
received permit approval by city council 
some two years ago returned to the public 
arena November 25 for a new public con-
sultation meeting given its now-expired 
approval. This took place in the council 
chamber and online. 

Because the proposed development for 
4216 Dorchester, a vacant lot just west of 
Greene, deviated from city by-laws, it had 

proceeded through the city’s SCAOPI pro-
cess, which now requires an updated 
review despite the lack of changes. 

In presenting the current status, city 
Urban Planning director Frédéric Neault 
outlined a summary of ways in which the 
building deviated from by-laws that in -
cluded maximum height in storeys, floor-
to-area ratio and setback from Dorchester 
(see story Feb. 15, 2022, p. 1). 

He described benefits available to the 
public “in perpetuity” from such a project 

included benches and community garden 
boxes. 

In respect to the new timing now that 
the public portion has been reactivated, 
Neault said the project’s approval by coun-
cil could come December 20 leading to per-
mit approval “at the end of winter or in 
spring 2025.” 

District 8 councillor Kathleen Kez asked 
if the rooftop mechanical equipment 
would be encased, as she had previously 
done, to which Neault said “yes.” This 

would be to reduce noise and nuisance. 
Former city councillor George Bowser, 

a resident of Columbia Ave., asked from 
the floor about hours of permitted use of 
nearby streets by construction trucks, he 
was told the city cannot regulate street use 
but can do so at construction sites. 

Bowser further pointed out that many 
students use the lane behind the proposed 
worksite to travel back and forth, posing a 
potential safety issue of which workers 
needed to be aware. 

At the end of these questions and none 
submitted online, the entire session was 
adjourned by Mayor Christina Smith just 
shy of 15 minutes.

at the [old] Montreal Forum to protest 
against an outrageous comment by one of 
the leaders of the “Yes” movement. The 
rally took the name of Yvette and 15,000 
women showed up to throw their support 
behind remaining in Canada. The “No” 
side won the referendum by 60 percent to 
40 percent, thanks in no small measure to 
these “Yvettes.” 

So again, we need new Yvettes and 
Yvons, and all fair-minded Quebecers of 
all political stripes, to stand up to misin-
formation and for anglos and allophones 
in Quebec. 

My recommendations are to use our 
voting power to elect representatives who 
reflect and uphold our values and rights, 
and also who will curtail the use of the Not-
withstanding Clause: 

To all Quebecers: in the next election, 1.
do not vote for politicians who voted for 
Bill 96 by using the Notwithstanding 
Clause. Vote in new elected officials 
who will (1) repeal Bill 96 and (2) pledge 
to not use the Notwithstanding Clause 
except under prescribed circumstances 
(which we will leave to lawyers to set 
out); 
Likewise for all Canadians: do not vote 2.
for politicians who voted for Bill C-13. 
Vote in new elected officials who will 
repeal this law and pledge to not use the 
Notwithstanding Clause except under 
prescribed circumstances; 
To all fair-minded Quebecers: reject the 3.
“anglo-bashing” of the CAQ govern-
ment as exemplified by the reduction in 
English-speakers’ rights under Bill 96, 
by the diminishment of English-lan-
guage CEGEPs and universities in Que-
bec, et cetera; 
To all Quebecers: lead the way in reject-4.
ing the mis-use of the Notwithstanding 
Clause and thereby set an example to 
all Canadians; and 
To all Quebecers: return to the linguistic 5.
harmony that existed before the election 
of the CAQ and passing of Bill 96. 

David Tait lives in St. Marguerite.

Guest column, cont’d from p. 18
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

August transfers: High prices, some extremes 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in August 2024, gleaned from city and 
non-city sources. A list of sales can be found 
on p. 21. 

Renovators were hard at work last week 
in both the highest- and lowest-priced 
houses sold in August, when a huge brick 
street-front mansion at 4302 Montrose Ave. 
changed hands for $9,000,000, and an end-
of-row stonefront house at 372 Elm Ave. 
was sold off by court order for $875,000. 

The two properties also represented the 
highest and lowest price:valuation ratios 
for the month of August, with the Mon-

trose house selling for 60.8 percent more 
than its municipal tax value, while the 
house on Elm, which apparently had been 
abandoned by its owner, was exchanged for 
41.6 percent less than its $1,499,400 valu-
ation. 

The list of nine sales in August, down 
from 10 in July and 18 in June, included 
several very strong prices, but of the five 
that sold for over $3 million, only the Mon-
trose house and one more on Sunnyside 
Ave. went for more than their respective 
valuations, helping to create an average 
mark-up of 6.9 percent, slightly below the 
8.8-percent mark-up over valuation for the 
year so far. 

Because there were so many high prices 
in August, the monthly average came to 
$3,748,333, the fourth month to date this 
year that the average topped $3 million. 

Condos 
Westmount’s condominium market 

was alive and well in August too, as eight 
buyers signed deeds for apartments and 
flats ranging in price from $1,950,000 at 
215 Redfern Ave., down to $524,000 for an 
apartment at 4215 de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Two flats in the former triplexes on 
Claremont Ave. just north of Sherbrooke 
St. changed hands, one for $685,000 and 
the other for $600,000. 

Only the 215 Redfern apartment sold 
below valuation. 

Combining those sales with the three 
reported for July, the third quarter of 2024 
– with September sales still to report – has 
an average price for condos of $921,864 and 
an average mark-up over valuation of 13.6 
percent. For the previous three months, 
that is, April through June, the average 

price for nine sales was $1,458,000, but the 
average mark-up was only 9.5 percent. 

The city’s most recent list of transfer 
taxes – from which the sales list is derived 
– also included three sales transacted in 
June and July, most notably the sale of No. 
1 Malcolm Rd., the only ad dress on that 
street, which is accessible only by way of 
Trafalgar Heights in the city of Montreal, 
which is accessible only by way of Belve-
dere Circle in Westmount. The mark-up 
on that property is 64.3 percent, even 
higher than the mark-up at 4302 Montrose 
Ave., and the $5,990,000 declared for the 
house sale does not include another 
$1,800,000 paid out for “extras” around the 
property, according to the deed of sale. 

No commercial or multi-residential 
sales were included in the latest list of 
transfer taxes.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

4302 Montrose, left, and 372 Elm on November 28.

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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profusion.globalProfusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

state Broker
TINA BAER

73 YEARS OF
SUCCESS

Scan for my listings 

MLS# 19796732 MLS# 11448513 MLS# 26088829

121 Rue Finchley, Hampstead 132 Rue Finchley, Hampstead 801-4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O., Westmount

Split -level

C� do

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in August 
Address                                                        Vendor                                                                                                                 Price                                2023 Val                    Ratio (±%) 
372 Elm                                                         Sale by court (abandoned property)¹                                                              $875,000                             $1,499,400                           -41.6% 
428 Elm                                                         Torrance Ragueneau                                                                                     $1,860,000                             $1,700,400                              9.4% 
218 Metcalfe                                                 Mathieu Chantelois & Marcelo Gomez Wiuckstern                                   $2,305,000                             $1,818,900                            26.7% 
4302 Montrose                                             Sarah Mashaal                                                                                              $9,000,000                             $5,598,100                            60.8% 
322 Roslyn                                                     Sylvia Oliver Ritchie Adams                                                                         $1,745,000                             $2,011,600                           -13.3% 
579 Roslyn                                                     Daniel Boudet de Montplaisir & Sandrine Tibau                                        $4,550,000                             $4,769,000                             -4.6% 
64 Summit Crescent                                     Joelle Benchimol                                                                                           $4,400,000                             $5,675,000                           -22.5% 
74 Summit Crescent                                     estate Evelyn Taiger                                                                                      $3,500,000                             $3,984,300                           -12.2% 
56 Sunnyside                                                Kerrigan Turner                                                                                             $5,500,000                             $4,508,400                            22.0% 

CONDOMINIUMS 

432 Claremont                                              Roni Chahwan & Sara Caselgrandi                                                                 $685,000                                $662,600                              3.4% 
434 Claremont                                              Flora Lee Wagner                                                                                             $600,000                                $595,700                              0.7% 
4215 de Maisonneuve #4                             Rafael Tahan & Paolo de Michele                                                                   $524,000                                $474,000                            10.5% 
4855 de Maisonneuve #204                         Lorraine Faughnan                                                                                          $545,000                                $416,000                            31.0% 
215 Redfern #202                                         Bruno Charest & Lyne Ricord                                                                       $1,950,000                             $1,994,600                             -2.2% 
4700 St. Catherine #311                               Albert Elkaim & Lisane Cousineau                                                              $1,350,000                             $1,036,100                            30.3% 
205 Victoria #101                                         Menghui Ouyang                                                                                             $760,000                                $694,100                              9.5% 
1 Wood # 210                                               Gail Gelber                                                                                                       $654,000                                $577,400                            13.3% 

EARLIER SALES 

4373 Montrose (June)                                  estate Derek Drummond                                                                             $1,689,000                             $1,648,200                              2.5% 
1 Ramezay                                                     estate Teresa Eberwein                                                                                 $2,900,000                           $2,420,300²                             19.8% 
1 Malcolm                                                     Benoît Charron & Fiducie Charron                                                              $5,990,000                           $3,646,200³                             64.3% 
¹Court-ordered sale of abandoned property. 
²Valuation is a combination of $515,800 for the land and building in Westmount, $1,904,500 for the kind and building in Montreal. 
³Another $1,800,000 is paid out for moveables in the property.
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‘Tis the Season for great Seafood. 
Don't forget to order your platters today! 

For over 50 years we have been 
the go-to shop for your seafood 
dining needs. From meals 
and platters prepared by our 
in-house chef to prêt-a-manger 
items and pantry staples, 
we have it all! 

We even have a variety of freshly prepared 
soups, paella, sautéed vegetables, lobster 
rolls, crab cakes, & many more notable items. 
We always have a fully stocked fresh fish 
and seafood counter with an oyster section. 
Plus an extensive selection of local and 
imported delicacies, spices, pastas, colourful 
produce, ‘seacuterie’ and a range of caviars. 
Even a selection of holiday desserts.

5121 Sherbrooke West H4A 1T2 514.486.5246

www.lapoissonneriesherbrooke.com

Come by and try our crave-worthy comfort foods, exquisite treasures of 
the sea and more. We are open 7 days a week. Hope to see you soon!

Photos: Jeff Shoer

Pampered marks 10 years on Sherbrooke, 21 in total 

Warm coats in wonderful colours. Fun 
boots. Healthy snacks. But the seasonal 
choices aren’t for us: they’re for our furry 
friends. 

Pampered Pets has been a go-to desti-
nation for over 20 years. Although dog 
owners are the main fans, cat lovers also 
pop by. Grooming is so busy the team is 
booked days in advance. 

Owner Anna Maria Ranieri handles any 
“behaviour” challenges (“but we have very 
few”), as she is trained, and empathizes 
with the ones that are a bit worried about 
losing their seasonal manes. 

The little shop seems huge as it offers 
a wide array of pet goodies. I loved the little 
booties – paw protectors against salty and 
gritty pavements. 

“Some dogs don’t mind them. For 
others, we offer styles that stay on better, 
and mukluks for larger dogs.” 

Tiny overcoats caught my eye. Chic 
covers for all sizes. And the animal snacks 
looked good enough for me to sample. (But 
I didn’t!) 

Bocce’s Tumeric Latte (“good for inflam-
mation”) is one of many doggie delights 
offered. There was also Birthday Cake, 
Bone Broth, and Soft and Chunky. 

During COVID, the Pampered Pets 
team was more than supportive of worried 
pet owners. Not only did they deliver (“I 
did it myself !”) but offered curb-side ser-
vice, and supplied do-it-yourself grooming 
kits. 

Formerly on Victoria Ave. (11 years), the 
shop celebrates 10 years on Sherbrooke 
near Claremont. While trying to set up my 
interview, I could never get through on the 
telephone, proof that the services are in full 
demand. However, leaving a message 
brought a quick response as the staff 
checks often. 

Push open their wooden door-gate and 
welcome to a friendly animal haven. Per-
haps some look messy going in, but they 
leave smartly – often with new clothes. 

Pampered Petsmtl.com

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave

Pampered Pets owner Anna Maria Ranieri.

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
House Cleaning Service 

Regular Residential Cleaning Services, damage insurance 
$2,000,000, some availabilities for the fall and winter season, 
professional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673. 

Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and 
 references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Part Time Bookkeeper Needed 

Mature, experienced bookkeeper able to navigate QuickBooks 
and computer programs (Outlook, Excel, Documents, Word). If 
you are retired and looking for part-time flexible days and hours 
in the Westmount area, call 514-248-4914.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
514-664-6138 

Buy locally to sell locally



Klaus the pirate kitten 
and Violette his little sister 

Klaus, right, is such a handsome and 
rakish kitten, with his pirate look due to 
the loss of an eye further to an illness when 
he was very young. His sister Violette, be -
low, is his constant companion, affection-
ate yet a bit shy still. 

Both these little tabby darlings are in 
foster care for the Montreal SPCA. 

Kittenish ways and games abound 
around them as this dynamic duo have 
everyone’s attention for affection and play. 
Both little ones are very healthy, up to date 
on their kitten inoculation program, ster-
ilized and microchipped. 

If you would be interested in them, 
please refer to the Montreal SPCA website 
at www.spca.com, scroll to their informa-
tion pages from their identification 
numbers, respectively 2000135397 for 
Klaus, and 2000135403 for Violette. Then 

click on the black “Fill out the box” rec-
tangle on the upper right-hand side of the 
pages to provide your contact information. 

An adoption counsellor will get back to 
you to discuss your interest and adoption 
framework for these siblings together. 
There is so much to look forward to in hav-
ing two kittens in the family, such joy and 
companionship for all. Please reach out. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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Young Kenzo 

As a cute German shepherd-type puppy, 
there was a bit of a difficult time for Kenzo. 
Yes, adoption, and then – oops – a change 
of plans. 

Now in foster care for the Montreal 
SPCA, that was the fate that Kenzo suf-
fered as a young dog. So now it would be 
wonderful if a family in our neighbour-
hood would reach out to welcome him in 
their home. At a year and a bit, we will 
agree that it was a lot of upheaval. 

Yet, throughout, his personality shines 
as he remains most loving and attentive. 
He enjoys play, walks and cuddling im -
mensely. Bonding and catching up on 

puppy socialization and training, he will 
have a constancy of security and pride of 
place. 

As a very healthy young adult, Kenzo is 
up to date with his inoculations, neutered 
and microchipped. For more information 
on him, please do not hesitate to go to the 
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com, 
referring to his information page by his 
identification number, 2000076160, and 
clicking on the “Fill out the form” black 
rectangle on the upper right-hand side of 
the page. You will then provide your con-
tact information in order for the adoption 
coordinators to reach out to you in return 
and discuss your interest and adoption of 
Kenzo. A handsome and intelligent young 
fellow, he is a young companion who will 
fit in beautifully in your active routine. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Dog Walker 
Rain or Shine 
Call Tom: 
514 865-1360 
email: tomgsimon36 

@gmail.com 

 @dogwalker 
_rain_or_shine

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

lesangesmtl.com

Reserve Now
for the holidays!

514.817.3228

CENTRE
D’ANIMAUX

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler



Dr. Alfieri helps launch recipe book to support 
gynecological, breast cancer research 

New Westmount resident Dr. Joanne 
Alfieri is pictured with Recettes de Femmes 
Recipes in front of Appetite for Books on 
Victoria Ave., where it is being sold. Alfieri 
is the co-director of the Program for 
Women’s Cancer Research at the McGill 
University Health Centre, which the cook-
book is raising funds for. 

It features recipes from 15 female chefs 

including Josée di Stasio, Geneviève O’Gle-
man, Dyan Solomon, Isabelle Deschamps 
Plante, Fisun Ercan, Geneviève Everell, 
Helena Loureiro and Lesley Chesterman. 
Along with the recipes are “inspiring 
stories of resilience,” according to a press 
release, from a breast cancer and a cervical 
cancer survivor, a column by food critic 
Lesley Chesterman and wine suggestions 

from female winemakers by sommelier 
Vanya Filipovic. 

The funds raised are to be used for clini-
cal research that aims to reduce radiation-
treatment side effects and to improve out-
comes for women diagnosed with gyneco-
logical or breast cancer.
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Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

We compound medication 
for your pet 

Flavoured medicine, chosen format 
(capsules, treats/pastes, liquids, creams). 

It’s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

400 attend final 125th anniversary events 

Original library room dedicated to former mayor Peter Trent 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount library’s north reading 
room was officially dedicated November 
23 to former mayor Peter Trent, which was 
followed immediately by an “Afterhours” 
party to close the library’s 125th anniver-
sary celebrations (see p. 26). 

The newly named “Peter F. Trent Art 
and Architecture Room” looking out on 
Sherbrooke St. was originally the stand-
alone library built in 1899. 

The two events – this dedication one by 
invitation and the sold-out anniversary 
party – eventually merged into one large 
Saturday evening event at the library, at -
tended by a combined total of some 400 for 
which the main floor was festooned with 
theme-related decorations, floral ar range -
ments, coloured lighting and music for 
dancing. 

The reading room’s official dedication 
to Trent recognized the leadership and 
determination he had provided in realizing 
the library’s restoration and extensive new 
addition completed in 1995. 

In addressing this renewal project, 
Trent explained how it had resulted from 
a community-driven campaign for what at 
that time was a $7.5-million project ($20 
million in today’s money, he suggested). 
“It raises the question,” he said “Is there a 

future for us in Quebec? Look around you. 
This is Westmount’s answer!” 

In tributes from Mayor Christina 
Smith, who unveiled a dedication plaque, 
as well as from former councillors Victor 

Drury and Gary Ikeman, Trent’s political 
leadership was also recognized in his later 
fight that led the current 15 demerged sub-
urbs out of the merged city of Montreal in 
2006 and “getting our city back for us.”

Mayor Christina Smith and former mayor Peter Trent November 23. The Westmount Public Library’s 
original room has been re-named to honour Trent’s role in the library’s 1995 renovation and in 
demerging Westmount from the city of Montreal in 2006.

Photo courtesy of Pietro Gasparrini.
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Spector looks ’round, concludes ‘love is for everyone’ 

Studying for my art history degree, I 
learnt about tondos, a Renaissance term for 
a circular work of art. So I was most inter-
ested to see what local artist Heidi Spector 
was doing with this form. 

Sadly, my favourite tondo was sold. An -
other large tondo, “Love is for Everyone,” 
portrayed a Pantone palette. 

At the downtown Galerie de Bellefeuille 
show, most shapes were sharp. Her geo-
metric minimalist collection was inspired 
by Frank Stella, as well as Donald Judd and 
Yves Klein. 

In particular, Stella’s famous statement 
“What You See is What You Get” – the un -
official slogan of minimalist practice – 
motivated Spector “to put paint, colour, 
resin and steel onto birch without any emo-
tional context.” 

Curiously, however, for me it was the 
contrary. Heidi’s candy-coloured works are 
emotional. They are full of joy. 

Interestingly, the artist works with “loud 
music playing, so the colour palette of each 
work in in part a response to a song” – an 
audio/visual playlist. Her paintings and 
sculptural cubes are notice-me bright: 
acrylic painted as bands of colour on Rus-
sian birch and topped with resin. 

Shapes run the gamut: panels, cubes, 
columns and rhombuses filled the enor-
mous gallery space as guests sipped bubbly 
while walking around the free-standing 
columns. 

One preferred piece was polished, mir-
rored stainless steel. A perfect selfie of a 
selfie: it made one reflect. 

Spector joined de Bellefeuille in 2019, 
and in 2022 had a solo show at its Toronto 
gallery. Recently, her work was featured in 
a solo exhibition at Spanierman Modern, 
her New York gallery. 

Full disclosure. I met Heidi a few years 
ago when I helped arrange an art tour for 
collectors from New York. Then I acquired 
an early piece. It still gives me great pleas-
ure, a vibrant yet tranquil anecdote to tech’s 
daily deluge. 

Galerie de Bellefeuille 
1455 Sherbrooke St. West, 
 downtown 
Heidi Spector – Eternal Optimist

Art 

Veronica Redgrave

Brooke Perrin, director GdB III (Galerie de Bellefeuille Port Royal), and Heidi Spector.
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Snuff Bottles

514.651.5235
REAL ESTATE BROKER
LORI SCHWARTZ

RE/MAX ACTION INC. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

1700 DR PENFIELD #14 
LUXURIOUS URBAN LIVING

Corrected version: Marie Dumas 
marks 30 years on Greene 

An incorrect version (names 
mixed up) of this column appeared 
last week on p. 14. The Indepen-
dent apologizes for the errors in 
that article. – DP. 

’Tis the season. Gift-giving is 
in the air. So local stores are buz -
zing with parcel-packing shop -
pers attempting to miss the 
postal strike. In vain, it turns out. 

But local boutique Marie 
Dumas is celebrating more than 
the season. It marks 30 years on 
Greene. It was founded by Fran-
cine Dumas and her daughters 
Marie and Stéphanie, who have 
taken over the shop since she re-
tired. 

And what a boutique it is. Re-
nowned for floral arrangements 
created by Marie – gorgeous 
groupings that don’t need water-
ing – as well as wedding registry 
gifts, for 23 years Marie Dumas 
was originally in a smaller space 
closer to St. Catherine St. 

Today, the sparkling shop is 
much larger, although that’s dif-
ficult to see as every corner is 
packed with discoveries. Fashion 
accessories, babies’ clothes, 
candles, area rugs, glass and table 
wares, and one of my favourite 
“old school” items: napkin rings. 

Mixed with the contemporary items 
and classics is fun fuchsia: a holiday tree 
and Nutcracker figures. I noted the hot 

trend of the day: a pickleball racquet cover. 
To celebrate their long successful so -

journ, two weeks ago Marie and Stéphanie 
welcomed guests to bubbly and cupcakes. 
A pink theme (“we love that colour!”) ruled; 
pastel balloons welcomed guests, brighten-
ing the grey day. Even the Instagram-ready 
holiday table setting shone with roses 

gilded with gold touches. Cupcakes by local 
baker Michele Korne shared space with 
mimosas and mock cocktails. 

Gifting has never been so delicious.

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave

Stéphanie and Marie Dumas.

Library’s ‘Afterhours’ party 
signs off on 125 years 

By Laureen Sweeney 

As the year 2024 began to wind down 
November 23, the library’s yearlong 125th 
anniversary celebrations came to a close 
with an “afterhours” party held not at Vic-
toria Hall, the city’s traditional party venue, 
but fittingly in the library itself. 

This event highlighted different eras of 
the library, for which the main floor was 
transformed by coloured lighting, dance 
music, a jazz band, DJs, dancing and a 
themed speakeasy bar featuring enter-
tainers, futuristic games, a signature cock-
tail and hors d’oeuvres. 

At the party’s start, Councillor Elisabeth 
Roux, as commissioner of the library and 
a member of the anniversary committee, 
said “we had the community at heart” 
when putting this event together. 

Indeed, she explained, if the library is 

so important to the community, it’s not 
only because of the beautiful building, “but 
because of who are inside: a group of dedi-
cated people who care deeply about what 
happens at the library and the services that 
are provided.” 

She later said that “we were touched 
that many people who attended the event 
took the time to write to us to let us know 
what a great time they had. It was fabulous 
to see the community coming together and 
celebrating our fantastic library.” 

One of the highlights of the library’s 
anniversary year had been the opening of 
the library’s new ground-floor entrance off 
Westmount Park and creation of The Stu-
dio “makerspace” (see story October 15, p. 
8). Another was the recognition of its 
children’s library to host the national 
launch of this year’s annual TD Summer 
Reading Club (see story July 2, p. 12).

The library’s circulation desk as transformed and Councillor Elisabeth Roux, commissioner for the 
library, at the events November 23.
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Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, APT. 1403

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, APT. 1303

2 + 1 12 + 1

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6*SOURCE: CONDOMINIUM/RESIDENTIAL APARTMENT ON MLS/CENTRIS 2024

RECORD SALE IN WESTMOUNT AND WESTMOUNT SQUARE* PANORAMIC VIEWS

SOLDSOLD

NEW

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1005

$2,445,000

NEW

MOUNTAIN VIEWS

NEW

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 302

$1,375,000

CORNER
UNIT

CORNER UNIT

NEW

Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 512

$1,350,000

CORNER
UNIT

NEW

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 501

CORNER
UNITSOLD

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

2 2 1
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Toronto
190 Davenport Road
416.233.0339

Montreal
1448 Sherbrooke Street West
514.284.9339

www.klinkhoff.ca
info@klinkhoff.ca

John Little & Philip Surrey
Special Exhibition | December 9 - 14

Pre-1940s figurative art and the abstract movements that 
followed in the 1950s are well-represented by the collections 
of Canada’s museums. These collections largely overlook urban 
painting from the post-World War II era, a crucial chapter in 
Canada’s artistic narrative depicting urban life during a period 
of profound societal change.

Where in these collections are the paintings that reflects the 
rapid urbanization, shifting cultural landscapes, and lived 
experiences of Canadians in this transformative era? Which 
artists will be chosen to define this overlooked chapter? This 
void in representation cannot persist indefinitely. The postwar 
period gave rise to important artistic contributions, capturing 
the struggles of cities in flux and the human experience of the 
people within them. Philip Surrey and John Little stand out as 
two of the most compelling chroniclers of urban Canada in 
their generation. With our exhibition, we reimagine how this 
pivotal period can and should be represented in our nation’s 
museums.

December 9-14, 2024
Galerie Alan Klinkhoff, Montreal, 
1448 rue Sherbrooke Ouest

Special Opening Hours
Monday, Dec 9 - Friday, Dec 13: 10:00 - 17:00
Saturday, Dec 14: 10:00 - 17:00

Contact and Inquiries
info@klinkhoff.ca
Tel: 1-514-284-9339


