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Maintenance to close both WRC
rinks for most of December

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

The two indoor rinks at the Westmount
recreation centre will be closed over the
approaching holiday period, from Dec-
ember 9 to January 3.

This closure is required for replacing
the cooling tower, a crucial component of

the refrigeration system (see story June 18,
p.6.)

The city’s natural outdoor rinks at neigh-
bourhood parks will continue to operate,
weather permitting. Included among these
are ones at Stayner, Prince Albert, King
George and Devon parks as well as Queen
Elizabeth Gardens.

Council-refused permit for 17 Bellevue issued anyway

Council mandates legal action for
restoration of rooftop without terrasse

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council November 4 mandated a
law firm to initiate proceedings to restore
the rooftop at 17 Bellevue. The council had
refused approval of a requested permit,
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which was subsequently obtained by the
applicant in what the city had described as
a mistake by the Urban Planning depart-
ment (see story October 22, p. 1).

The recent council res-

olution authorized an esti-  continued on p. 3

Westmount remembers

Suzanne Guerin, president of the Royal Montreal Regiment (RMR) Association (Branch 14) of the

i

£

Royal Canadian Legion, welcomes the dignitaries, guests and the large crowd to Westmount's 98th
Remembrance Day ceremony on November 10. The RMR’s armory is on St. Catherine St. next to
the Westmount recreation centre. See p. 14 for more remembrance coverage. Proto: RateH THompson.

City to revert to conventional toboggan run at Murray

Natural splash-pad rink to replace
Westmount Park’s refrigerated one

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Be prepared for changes coming for this
winter’s outside fun. It will be back to the
“good old days.”

The previously refrigerated outdoor
rink in Westmount Park near the comfort
station will be replaced by a natural one
by flooding the splash pad at Sherbrooke
and Melville, Councillor Mary Gallery an-

INTRODUCING

2245 Chemin Sunset, Mont-RoyiJI
$ 4,950,000

T

nounced at the city council meeting Nov-
ember 4.

She also said that the toboggan run cre-
ated over the last three winters using man-
made snow at King George (Murray) Park
will revert to being the “natural” sliding
hill of yore.

While Gallery provided no reasons,
Dave Lapointe, division
director of culture, Sports, continued on p. 22
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418 Av. Grosvenor, Westmount 436 Av. Grosvenor, Westmount 1509 Rue Sherbrooke O. #59, Golden Square Mile 3 Rue Westmount-Square #613 & #213, Westmount

$1,275,000 $899,000 $2,145,000 $1,695,000 & $1,495,000
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4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O. #1201, Westmount 4660 Av. Bonavista #502, CDN-NDG 1455 Rue Sherbrooke O. #2205 & #1503 1321Rue Sherbrooke O. #B71, Golden Square Mile
$998,000 $865,000 Golden Square Mile « $995,000 & $799,000 $695,000
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Distribution note

Due to the possibility of a Canada
Post service disruption as manage-
ment and labour negotiate, houses
and duplexes may not get the Indepen-
dent at home, although we have mail-
ed them.

Look for the paper at our usual
drop locations around town and,
above Sherbrooke, at newspaper boxes
at Cote St. Antoine/Victoria (north-
west corner), Sunnyside/Upper Lans-
downe (southeast), entrance to Sum-
mit Woods (at Oakland/Summit
Circle), The Boulevard/Aberdeen
(southeast), Montrose/Mt. Pleasant
(northeast), entrance to Murray Park
(Montrose / Murray), entrance to Mur-
ray Park (Westmount Ave./Murray
Hill), The Boulevard at the Roslyn/
Upper Roslyn steps (north side) and
the entrance to Queen Elizabeth
Gardens (Barat/Vignal).

Condominium and apartment
buildings should get private-contrac-
tor drops of copies to their lobbies (not
individual mailboxes).

Issues? Call David at 514.935.4537.

Correction

In a story on p. 1, November 5, the Hal-
lowe’en Extravaganza held October 26 by
the children’s library was attended by some
340, comprising four groups of 85. — DP.

No Police Report this issue

The Independent was unable to reach
Station 12 community relations officers last
week. — DP.

Letters to the Editor, p. 8

9 Lives, p. 16

A-dog-tions, p. 16

Travel: Lucca part trois, p. 21

Public Security helps young
woman who fell on sidewalk
By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A call for a woman sitting on the side-
walk on Sherbrooke November 4 at 9:08
am was answered by public safety officers,
who found her near Mount Stephen Ave.

Described as a 17-year-old Westmount
resident, she was reported to have stated
she had tripped and fallen but did not want
assistance from Urgences Santé. She was
believed to have sprained an ankle and was
driven home, Public Security officials said.

3 bikes found abandoned

on Grosvenor

Three bicycles were found abandoned
at the side of the road on Grosvenor mid-
block between Sherbrooke and de Maison-
neuve, Public Security officials said. Found
on November 4 at 12:59 am, they were
taken to the Public Security station on
Stanton St. and had still not been claimed
by November 7.

Permit, cont'd from p. 1

mated expense of $50,000 plus taxes “to
take legal action” for restoration of the
premises.

Abstaining from the vote was Council-
lor Antonio D’Amico, who represents the
District 1. He told the Independent that he
would not comment “as it will eventually
be before the courts.” He also told nearby
residents of the home who questioned him
that he had tried to reply to their inquiries
but wanted to receive official word from
the city.

He stated they had already met with
Mayor Christina Smith over the issue.

In denying the permit, the council had
referred to an “unfavourable recommen-
dation” against the project provided by the
city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC).
It was, however, discovered by neighbours,
after the council denial, that what appeared
to have been a city work permit had been
posted and work begun on the project.

Join us as we welcome former Israeli Ambassador to the
UN and USA, and recently appointed Magen David
Adom Global President, Gilad Erdan to Montreal.

November 19 202

7:30 P.M.

Ambassador Gilad Erdan, leading voice for Israel’s right to
defend itself, will share his experiences during his time at the
UN and reinforce the vital role of Magen David Adom for Israel.

LOCATION TO BE CONFIRMED UPON REGISTRATION

Is Your Home Ready to Sell?

Let’s Make It Happen Together

Are you considering selling but feeling weighed down by all the things you “should” do first?

Whether it’s clearing out years of belongings, tackling overdue repai
is the right time to list, the process can feel overwhelming.

rs, or wondering if now

Imagine selling without the stress. Imagine having someone who |
truly understands your concerns, works at your pace, and makes |
sure your home is shown in the best possible light. I'm here to make
that possible - so you don’t have to take it all on alone.

With support tailored to your needs, we'll get your home market-

ready, so you can confidently take the next step. Whatever your £
situation, together, we’ll make selling your home as smooth and
rewarding as it should be.

Ready to explore what selling could look like for you?

Give me a call, and let’s talk about your goals, your timeline, and how
we can make the process work for you. F } i

Call me now, to sell now!!
. A splash of Colour, A hint of
Sylvie

Humour ...With Amazing Results

Lafl‘en iere sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

O\
014 895-7001  TranquilliT A
RE/MAX ACTION Westmount J
OCOKRM 1;259 ggfzg?:]Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 244

We compound medication
for your pet

Flavoured medicine, chosen format
(capsules, treats/pastes, liquids, creams).

It's not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI
pharmacie | pharmacy

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222

Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

Canadian
MAGEN DAVID ADOM
Canadien

TICKETS: $36

https://bit.ly/40E8AdJ
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SOLD SOLD SOLD
4350 Av. Montrose, Westmount

1430 Rue Redpath-Crescent, Golden Square Mile 639 Av. Grosvenor, Westmount

SOLD SOLD SOLD
344 Av. Wood, Westmount 3434 Rue Redpath, Golden Square Mile coliaborating broker 4339 Av. Montrose, Westmount

i

SOLD ACCEPTED OFFER SOLD
1425 Av. du Docteur-Penfield #PH1, Golden Square Mile 709 Av. Victoria, Westmount 2 Rue Westmount-Square #207, Westmount

MARTIN ROULEAU | BCOMM
Residential real estate broker & Advisor

martin.rouleau@engelvoelkers.com | T 514.933.9998 | martinrouleau.com

©2024 Engel &Vélkers Tous droits réservés. Franchisé indépendant et autonome Si votre propriété est déja inscrite
veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette annonce.Courtier immobilier, agence immobiliere, Engel &Vélkers Montréal / Québec



November 12, 2024 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - 5

ENGEL&VOLKERS
MARTIN ROULEAU & CIE.
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632 Av. Clarke, Westmount 614 Av. Carleton, Westmount 3016 Ch. St-Sulpice, Westmount Adj.
$10,800,000 $5,450,000 $4,798,000

- o T e

49 Ch. Belvedere, Westmount 3122 Ch. de Trafalgar-Heights, Westmount adj. 65 Crois. Rosemount, Westmount
$4,698,000 $4,480,000 $4,390,000 or $19,000/ mth

s

4 Ch. Belvedere, Westmount 576 Ch. de la Cote-St-Antoine, Westmount 4839-4841Boul. De Maisonneuve O., Westmount
$3,498,000 $2,695,000 $1,649,000

A Curated Collection of Prestigious Properties
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City’s fall flower show opening focuses on community

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

The city’s annual fall flower show open-
ed November 6 with a reception at Victoria
Hall that appeared to be filled almost to
capacity attended by an estimated 200
invited residents. These included new-
comers and community volunteers, as is
the tradition.

“With this event, we hope to offer new
residents a sense of the community spirit
in Westmount,” Mayor Christina Smith
said. “We also hope to introduce you to
those people who make up the backbone
of so many community services and events
in our city.

“To our longtime volunteers and com-
munity group representatives, thank you
for your contagious energy in making
Westmount such as great place to live.”

She also introduced council members
and thanked longtime city horticulturists
Mélanie Binninger and Christine Dupuis
and the Public Works team, directed by
Robert Talarico, for their work. Councillor
Elisabeth Roux, commissioner of the
library and community events, introduced
city directors and assistant directors.

The show continues as long as the
blooms last.

Greene Ave. serves as a backdrop for TV series Plan B

By MARTIN C. BARRY

There was excitement but also a little
bit of annoyance among some passers-by
along Greene Ave. in lower Westmount the
week of October 1 as members of a televi-
sion drama mini-series crew spent several
days filming scenes, while leaving trailers
and equipment parked along a stretch of
nearby Stayner St.

The crew was there to film part of an
episode for season three of Plan B, a tele-
vised fantasy drama series set in Montreal.
Previous episodes of the series were broad-
cast in French on the Radio-Canada TV
network, as well as in English on CBC TV.

The show, which is an anthology with
different narratives and varying characters,
revolves around a mysterious agency that
allows people to travel back in time to
change their lives.

In a brief exchange with the Westmount
Independent, the director, Jean-Francois
Asselin (who co-wrote the original series,
which aired in Europe, and directed seven
episodes of the current series), said he was
not aware whether anyone on his crew
lived in Westmount.

“I wish,” he said with a laugh, while
adding that he aspired to one day come and

i -

Left photo, Han Wang, right, and his son Yiru, age 9, a student at St. George’s, were among many newcomers and community volunteers invited to

the city’s reception at Victoria Hall November 6 to open the fall flower show. The Wang family moved to Grosvenor Ave. four months ago from China
and chose to live in Westmount “because the community offers so much for the family — and the library,” Wang said. Right photo, city horticulurists
Mélanie Bianninger and Christine Dupuis provided information to attendees at the official opening of the fall flower show November 6.

Westmount fitness studio owner Val Desjardins
(left), is cast as a pair of twins in Plan B. She is
seen on October 3 outside Centre Greene
between takes.

i P a S F‘I -
Plan B co-creator Jean-Frangois Asselin (right)
is seen with a crew member on Greene Ave. on
October 3 while shooting scenes for season
three, which he is directing.

live here. But as it turns out, there is a
Westmount connection to Plan B.

Val Desjardins, who is cast as a set of
twins who work for the mysterious Plan B
agency, is the owner of Studio MTL, a per-
sonal training space located on Sherbrooke
St. between Claremont and Prince Albert
avenues.

The Independent spotted Desjardins on
Greene as she chatted with crew members
between takes.

Inside Centre Greene, centre director
Heather Hodges said Plan B’s producers
rented several meeting rooms in Centre
Greene for three days as staging areas for
make-up, costumes and equipment.

“They were going to be out there any-
way, so we thought we might as well be
accommodating,” she said, while noting
that the centre’s regular activities continued
as scheduled.

Although everybody at Centre Greene
seemed to have enjoyed the crew’s presence,
Hodges said some people passing through
the neighbourhood were not as receptive.

While the Independent was photograph-
ing the goings-on from a vantage point
across the street from Centre Greene, one
man on a bicycle trying to make his way
northward along Greene Ave. expressed his
annoyance when asked by a crew member
to take a short detour through the play-
ground in Stayner Park.
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Winter line-up announced for Sports and Rec.

Early head-start Nov. 19 for residents
to sign up for activities

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

It’s at 8 am online and 8:30 am in per-
son on November 19 that local residents
will have a first chance to sign up for the
many winter Sports and Recreation activ-
ities being offered for youth, adults and
seniors. Many of the hockey and skating
programs and some fall ones have already
started but others are now registering.

A full listing of winter programs and
activities is included in the city’s brochure
recently posted on the Sports and Recre-
ation pages of the city’s website.

A program for the winter season for
ages 9-14 years called “Greatest Broadway,
Rock & Blues Hits” is scheduled to take
place Thursdays, 4:30 to 5:30 pm, at Vic-
toria Hall. It is new for the winter season,

according to Claude Danis, program and
community services coordinator.

Among the many dance options for
youth is “Breakdance” along with classical
ballet starting at age 3, and hip hop ballet,
all at various times.

Among other programs are skating
instruction and figure skating at various
levels along with power skating, indoor
soccer, martial arts, drama for fun, yoga for
kids and babysitting.

“Stay Safe” offers first aid and safety
skills for youth 9 to 13 years.

Pickleball, badminton

Included in the listings for adults are
pickleball, badminton, basketball and
workshops on self-defence for women and
teens. There are a variety of dance courses

Don’t need infrastructure replaced

Alleyways to benefit from unspent capital works budget

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council voted unanimously Novem-
ber 4 to approve a contract for repairing
alleyways by Les Entreprises Ventec at
maximum amount of $1,762,251, described
as the lowest conforming bidder.

The measure was introduced as a new
business item not previously mentioned
or included in the capital works budget for
this year.

Three alleys were pinpointed as being
“in dire need of repairs” that can be under-
taken without the costly need of work or
replacement of infrastructure beneath
them, at the end of this construction sea-
son, weather permitting, or carried over to
next year.

They were listed as one south of St.
Catherine between Abbott and Blenheim;
one from Mount Pleasant to Elm and
south of Holton; and one from Clarke to
Olivier between de Maisonneuve and Sher-
brooke.

The motion was moved by Councillor
Conrad Peart as commissioner of urban
planning and infrastructure, seconded by
District 8 councillor Kathleen Kez and
heralded by District 7 councillor Matt
Aronson, who stated that he was delighted
the city would be tackling repair of the
lanes.

“Councillor Kez and I have been advoca-
ting for funds to be used to repair some of
our lanes that are in poor condition,” Aron-
son explained. The work is planned for this

including tap dancing and theatre dance.

Exercise classes are also listed for adults
with those for seniors also available on
Zoom.

Despite the earlier start of most hockey
and skating programs and team play, some
at different levels are also listed. Ice time
is available for general skating and hockey
for the entire family at the city’s indoor
rinks, which will be temporarily closed
December 9, 2024 to January 3, to replace
the cooling tower (see story p. 1).

The Westmount YMCA also provides
aquatic activities for Westmount residents
at various times on various days.

These are also listed in the city bro-
chure. Included are family swim periods
Saturday 2 pm to 3:30 pm and Sunday 8:30
to 10 am.

month, provided the weather co-operates.
Those that cannot be completed, are to be
carried over to next year.

Leftover budget

“In the last three years, council has
stepped up its decade-long effort to repair
and replace aging public infrastructure.
When we reached the tail-end of the con-
struction season this year, we had a small
amount of capital works money left
unspent and were able to look at some
smaller projects that haven’t yet made it to
the top of the priority list.”

Later, he said he was very happy “that
we were able to pass a motion to fix some
of our lanes,” including the one in his Dis-
trict 7 that runs from Abbott to Blenheim.

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

QUALITY USED

Book Sale

Saturday & Sunday

November 16 &17 10am-4pm

Books for everyone at very low prices.
Proceeds go towards purchasing new materials

for the Westmount Public Library. Cash ONLY.

Victoria Hall 4626 Sherbrooke W.
Info 514 989-5299 or cemoneilleyahoo.com

Friends

of the Westmount
Public Library

JAYAY
\ /1\ 4

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Wes.tmount

514-486-6261 E i E

M3 online
appointments
now available!

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!
You NEep To CALL

ZD URI Emc.

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs

of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING
WESTMOUNTERS WITH
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

AND WORKMANSHIP

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
@ REFERRED FOR A REASON u




8 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - November 12, 2024

‘SHOEBOXES’ MAKE LARGE
IMPACT, THANK YOU

In response to the advertisement titled
“Montreal Chapter Shoebox Project Holi-
day Campaign” published October 29, p.
12, T would like to add a few things.

Anne’s House, a residence for women
who struggle with mental health issues,
homelessness and addiction located in
Shaughnessy village, has been the very
lucky recipient of these gift boxes for many
years.

I have heard from residents that this is
the first time they have ever received a gift
and celebrated the holidays.

The time, care and thoughtfulness of
these boxes is truly a labour of love. Kudos
to Lora Tombari and her team. I am always
touched when volunteers come forward,
taking the time out of their own busy days
to support others and, as a not-for-profit
organization, we do depend on our local
community and this is a pure example of
community in action.

My deepest thanks!

SHEILA WOODHOUSE — EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, HADLEY COMMUNITY

UN AUTRE TYPE D’HALLOWEEN

Le service environnement de la ville de
Westmount a récemment proposé une sor-
tie: la visite d’un site d’enfouissement d’or-
dures le 31 octobre.

Je me suis dis que cela serait une bonne
promenade « trick or treat » de Hallo-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ween... Nous étions une vingtaine de parti-
cipants a nous rendre en bus sur le site de
Enviro Connections proche de Terrebonne,
sans doute déja tous un peu conscientisés
par l'enjeu des déchets. Certains avaient
également visité le Centre de tri quelques
jours auparavant.

La matinée est passée tres vite. D’abord
une présentation générale du site (environ
3km x 2km) puis une visite en bus des ins-
tallations: la pesée et scan des camions
(300 2 650 par jour), les bassins de décan-
tation du lixiviat (le jus de poubelle), I'eco-
centre, la zone de compostage, les cellules
d'enfouissement, la production de gaz...

Il y avait beaucoup a voir, beaucoup 2
comprendre, nous avons eu des réponses
anos nombreuses questions et finalement
trop peu de temps pour toute notre curio-
sité. Une surprise: la rencontre avec le fau-
connier pour la gestion du contrdle des
goélands.

Un moment fort (visuel bien plus qu'ol-
factif...): le ballet trés synchronisé des
engins au sommet de la colline de déchets.
Déversés, étalés, compactés, recouverts...
Bref pour Halloween, cétait décevant ques-
tion horreur, mais passionnant question
déchets!

Une visite a faire pour continuer de
Réfléchir, Réduire, Réutiliser, Réparer,
Recycler...

BARBARA DUCHESNE, METCALFE AVE.

Editor’s note: For our coverage of previous
visits, please see November 7, 2023, p. 24
and November 21, 2023, p. 18. — DP.
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GARBAGE-COLLECTION
CHANGES A SAFETY ISSUE

Letter writer Richard Dufour quotes fig-
ures showing that reducing garbage pick-
ups from weekly to bi-weekly will save a
tremendous amount of trash being sent to
landfills. While this may indeed be true,
Mr. Dufour misses one of the more impor-
tant complaints that many citizens, myself
included, have raised over the city’s new
collection policies, policies which, by the
way, were made with little to no public con-
sultation.

Specifically, homeowners will no longer
have their garbage picked up from the back
or sides of their homes, but rather will have
to haul the trash to the curb by themselves
on collection days. This presents a very
serious problem to seniors, or to those with
physical impairments or those with medi-
cal conditions, such as pulmonary or car-
diac issues. This problem will be exacer-
bated, particularly in winter, when hauling
not one, but two weeks’ worth of trash
down an icy, snow covered lane or driveway
will be hazardous, at best, and downright
dangerous at worst.

Yes, let’s all try to reduce waste, which
makes perfect sense. But will a slip on the
ice resulting in a broken hip, or a heart
attack, or worse be worth it? So, to Mr.
Dufour, I would say that while many of us
embrace the change to bi-weekly collec-
tion, the overwhelming majority are vigor-
ously opposed to the dangers that will be
faced when hauling the trash down the
driveway on a snowy January morning.
The city must address this concern and,
like the “Claremont Triangle” situation,
reverse its decision.

JoE Russo, SHERBROOKE ST.

THE SUMMIT IS FOR EVERYONE —
DoGs INCLUDED!

With reference to the “Save Westmount
Summit” ad in the Westmount Independent
September 17 issue (p. 7), I would like to
point out a few facts. The rules pertaining
to dogs at Summit Woods are as follows:
Between November 1 and April 15, dogs
can run free all day long; during the spring
nesting season from April 16 to June 15,
dogs must be on a leash at all times; and
from June 16 to October 31, they can be off
leash before 10 am and after 5 pm.

The on-leash hours are ample and allow
people who don’'t own dogs to walk
through the summit peacefully. I visit the
summit frequently during these hours
with my dog, on leash, and it is always very
quiet and peaceful. Dog owners respect the
rules.

I would like to point out that during and
since COVID, the summit did get trampled

U e el

down a lot. This year, however, I have notic-
ed that there is a significant decrease in
the number of dog owners and dogs at the
summit.

Since the municipality has installed the
wooden snow fencing in certain areas to
block off paths, this will help enormously
with the regrowth of the underbrush.

With the installation of these fences and
the significant decrease in usage this year,
I think we will see a very big improvement
in the re-growth or reforestation of those
areas.

The ad states that the summit was de-
signed to serve the entire community. That
includes pedestrians, bird watchers and
dog owners.

I have been a Westmont resident and
taxpayer since 1997. I have been walking
my dogs on the summit for at least 20
years. I have always respected the leash
rules as have the vast majority of West-
mount dog owners.

In the last two weeks, I have stopped
three cyclists on the summit. They were
ripping through the paths. When we told
them bicycles are not allowed on the Sum-
mit, they were very rude to us. I would also
like to point out that there are a few “forts”
that have been built up again in the last
month. See photo above. The city tore
them down two months ago but they have
reappeared. My friends and I saw a parent
with her daughter playing in one of them
three weeks ago.

It’s people who wear down paths, not
their dogs.

Let’s be fair about the use of the sum-
mit. It’s for everybody to enjoy — dogs in-
cluded.

GAIL SKUTEZKY, WINDSOR AVE.

BIG BILLS COMING —
SHARE WHOLE STORY, PLEASE

The 2025 to 2027 capital works program
recently approved by council puts the city’s
financial health on a path of higher risk.
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To provide the necessary cash, the city
plans to borrow $76.3 million over the next
three years covering 60 percent of its
planned capital works. This is a major
pivot in financing policy but critically with-
out council providing any insight into its
long-term implications.

Westmount has no choice as it faces
crumbling infrastructure way beyond its
best-before date. If it had resorted to a tax
increase to pay the bill, an increase for
2025 would have been around 20 percent
— clearly untenable.

To date, council has provided no view
of where all of this is heading. Are we now
to see many years of continued high bor-
rowing? The city faces a seemingly bottom-
less infrastructure deficit, the consequence
of years of underinvestment. What is the
magnitude of this deficit? How readily will
the city be able to cover its future debt ser-
vice obligations?

Re-building roads is not rocket science.
How many times do we have to hear about
roads more than 100 years old needing
immediate attention?

Neither are buildings a mystery. Coun-
cillor Peart yet again pointed out that the
upgrade of the city’s buildings will require
$100 million by 2027. For the years 2024 to
2027, the city plans to spend about $30 mil-
lion. What is the timeline for closing the
remaining $70 million gap?

What about Hydro Westmount? Coun-
cil for years has been alluding to major
infrastructure updates such as for substa-
tions. So far, we have no idea of the finan-
cial scale.

This would all be a theoretical discus-
sion if residents saw a game plan to get the
city back to firm footing. It’s missing.

Councillor Peart did however refer to
one vague new revenue source — densifi-
cation. But let’s not kid ourselves. Setting
up new revenue sources will take years.

This financial uncertainty will have a
major impact on the quality of life of West-

THE EDITOR

mount residents, especially that of future
generations. They will be facing big bills.
Westmount residents deserve the full

story.
DEeN1s Biro,

5000 pE MAISONNEUVE, NDG

MASSIVE TAX INCREASE ALREADY
HAPPENED — NO MORE, PLEASE!

RE: $21M loan to prevent “massively”
increasing property taxes (October 29, p.
1)

But council, you already massively in-
creased property taxes: two years ago, my
property taxes went up over 15 percent, and
this year, up over 5 percent. 15 % + 5% =
20% property-tax increase in two years.
Seems pretty massive to me.

And accumulated surpluses (which I
hate, but which meant Westmount didn’t
need to borrow money in the past) have
dwindled (read: spent!). Guess that means
budget surpluses will soon go the way of
the dodo and loans will become a regular
part of our fine city’s future. Yikes. Just like
the city of Montreal that’s drowning in
debt.

Dwindling accumulated surpluses +
21M loan = failure to control expenses.

Thank the gods that we don’t have a
new indoor pool to finance. Let’s just take
that off the to-do list, please, and get back
to the sound financial management of years
past. (I'm talking when we bought our
house in 1994.)

A last thought: if council cuts the half
million a year that it decided to give to
some homeowners to replace their water
entries, then the city would only have to
borrow $20.5M (see how that works?).

I'm pretty sure there are numerous
other lines that can be cut from the budget,
which would mean no massively increased
property taxes and no loan required.

Wherever they may be, previous coun-
cils must be rolling over.

THoMAS LAP1ERRE, CHESTERFIELD AVE.

WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE

*Touch-ups and Repairsi.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and ;
Staining

+Kitchen Cabinets

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Manoir Westmount Bazaar
to benefit local charities
Crafts/knitted items made
by Manoir residents, baked
goods, ‘nearly new’ table.
4646 Sherbrooke St. W.
(at Lansdowne)
514-937-3943
Friday, November 22
11:30 am - 2:30 pm

Trunk Show

Dorothee Schumacher
Spring-Summer 2025

20-23 November

1350 avenue Greene

Call or text 514-464-8389
to book an appointment

1350 Greene Ave. [@) @emma_boutique
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ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

Attendee: demonstrators tried to intimidate

Pro-Palestinian protestors take demonstratlon to Shaar

e

Pro-Palestinian protestors outside the Shaar Hashomaylm synagogue at the Metcalfe Ave entrance near Cote St. Antome on November 5

By JENNIFER BALL

Eylon Levy, a former spokesperson for
the state of Israel, had a speaking engage-
ment at the Shaar Hashomayim on

-
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when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

IN SENIOR LIVING

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle — without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Cote-Saint-Luc, Montréal

" L

WESTMOUNT

November 5 and a cohort of pro-Palesti-
nian protestors was there to greet his audi-
ence members before he could.

Outside the synagogue’s Metcalfe Ave.
entrance, they wielded a megaphone to
broadcast anti-Israel rhetoric and allegedly
menaced congregants on the sidewalk.

Injunction?

Given a recent injunction regarding
protests at religious institutions, were they
even allowed to be there?

On November 6, the Independent re-
viewed injunction 500-17-129079-243 dated
October 16. It reads in part as follows:

“..ORDERS Defendants Montreal4
Palestine, Palestinian Youth Movement
Montreal (PYMMontreal), and Alliance4
Palestine.QC, their officers, directors,
agents, assigns, employees, organizers,
mandataries, and any person having
knowledge of the present proceeding

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

‘# né-Ma rie
Larve

514 862-7718 5'I4 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

and/or the present order, and any person
present thereon from participating in any
protest or action related to protesting
within 50 meters of the sidewalks border-
ing the following buildings until April 16,
2025, from the date of the present judg-
ment...

“..Including vii. Congregation Shaar
Hashomayim....”

Police’s view

The Montreal police (SPVM) were pres-
ent on November 5 and Constable Mariane
Allaire Morin from the SPVM media rela-
tions office said in an interview on Novem-
ber 6 that when police officers first arrived
at the Shaar, “The injunction was not
known but, right after, there were bailiffs
[to enforce it].”

The Independent took photos on the
evening of November 5, and police un-
awareness of the injunction might explain

PROFUSION l‘Ul’hLb

I M M OB | L EFaR:

SMOOTH
SAILING

SOFIA
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why protestors were on the sidewalk out-
side the Shaar entrance approximately 30
feet from the door and closely interacting
with individuals on their way to Levy’s talk.

“[The role of the SPVM in this context]
is to support [the injunction] so [the police
officers] explained the injunction to the
protestors, that they had to respect it.
Otherwise, everyone would have been
arrested...

“[Protestors] did stay on site, but they
did respect the injunction and no arrests
were made...

“At 10 pm, everyone was safe and there
were no arrests. They were protesting, but
they were cooperative.”

Attendee’s view

One Wood Ave. resident has another
view entirely. To her, the interaction with
the pro-Palestinian protestors felt like
intimidation.

She told the Independent on November
5, “As we were walking up the sidewalk on
Metcalfe, there were two demonstrators
carrying huge Palestinian flags. When they
saw us walking towards the synagogue,
they left their group and started walking
towards us, literally to bump into us...

“We just keep walking straight — we
were not going to walk away —and at a cer-
tain point, we were literally face to face. At
that exact time, security from the Shaar

LARGLE

LUXURIOUS

told us to enter the synagogue...

“The only reason that they left their
group was to come to try to intimidate us.
They have the right to protest. They do not
have the right to intimidate.”

Her account was shared with Allaire
Morin, who explained that “If nobody filed
a complaint, there is no file....

“If something criminal happens, the
victim must press charges and if they do
press charges, there will be an investiga-
tion and an arrest...

“At this point in time, I do not have a
complaint about the intimidation, so
nothing criminal was committed.”

Speaker Levy starts on a light note

Levy told the packed room that “In
Toronto, Jews were showing off about how
Zionist and how amazing they are, but
they did not arrange a welcoming commit-
tee like I had tonight!”

At one time, Levy was an outspoken
critic of current Israeli prime minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, and later a leading spo-
kesperson for the Israeli government fol-
lowing Hamas’ attack on Israel on October
7 last year.

He was suspended in March following
a social media exchange with British for-
eign secretary David Cameron about
humanitarian aid entering Gaza and later
left his post.

APARTMENTS
> 2 Bedrooms

+ Den

lecartier.ca

From $3,250

Eylon Levy’s journey: From critic to

Israel’s spokesman to independent voice

By JENNIFER BALL

Eylon Levy recently explained how it is
possible to go from being an outspoken
critic of the government of Israel to speak-
ing on its behalf, all within the span of a
week.

He resolved the mystery on November
5 at the Shaar Hashomayim, which is
found at 450 Kensington Ave., a stage that
he shared with Stand with Us Canada, a
non-profit and non-partisan Israel educa-
tional organization.

Levy is a British-Israeli man who served
as official Israeli government spokesper-
son from the start of 2023 Israel-Hamas
war until March 2024, when he was sus-
pended as spokesperson after a dispute
with the UK government regarding
whether aid was or was not being allowed
into Gaza.

Garber interviews Levy

Levy was interviewed in Westmount by
Mitch Garber. Garber is a Canadian lawyer,
investor and business executive who was
awarded the Order of Canada in 2019. He
is a co-founder of Optimal Payments and
the former CEO of Caesars Acquisition

CONTACT > Catherine Paradis

(514) 586-1511
cparadis@lecartier.ca

Eylon Levy inside the Shaar Hashomayim on
November 5.

Company.

Garber refers to Levy as “the IDF” of the
media world. “Fighting the fight that we
need someone to fight on
our behalf, and really you continued on p. 19

Discover
our Des Pins

& Sherbrooke

e Cartier

Corner of
Peel & Sherbrooke
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Sotheby’s ‘ Québec

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

A LEGACY OF
EXCELLENCE

As a record-breaking team that has set historic benchmarks for
Canadian real estate, the Kaufman Group showcases your home
to quality buyers locally and internationally. By offering our clients
the opportunity to work with the partner of their choosing, while
benefiting from the expertise of our team as a whole, it allows
us to offer the highest level of service, discretion and marketing,
regardless of your home size, neighbourhood or price point.

Avenue Olivier, Westmount
LISTED AND SOLD BY US

Rue de la Montagne, Ville-Marie
SIGNIFICANT SALE

Avenue Victoria, Westmount
LISTED AND SOLD BY US

514.379.1333
KAUFMANGROUP.CA

LISTED AND SOLD BY US

Liza Kaufman - Certified Real Estate Broker, Sotheby's International Realty Québec LK. Real estate agency.



November 12, 2024 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - 13

485 avenue EIm, Westmount

$3,250,000
MLS 24535833

4040 chemin Gage, Ville-Marie
$2,775,000
MLS 24788677

4 avenue Murray, Westmount

$14,750,000
MLS 13302704

478-480 avenue Mountain, Westmount e

$3,150,000 - RECENTLY REDUCED
MLS 17843538

4860 rue Ste-Catherine 0., Westmount

$1,150,000
MLS 15687656

44 chemin de Stukely, Bolton-Ouest

$12,500,000
MLS 12154570

1 Grove Park, Westmount

$2,995,000
MLS 17197578

T L
4367 avenue d'Oxford, N.D.G.

$475,000
MLS 16126597

632 avenue Clarke, Westmount

$10,800,000
MLS 12458079
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Future husband was air force POW

Wiseman remembers WW?2 as CWAC veteran,

BY JENNIFER BALL

For one centenarian on the cusp of turn-
ing 104 years old, the world is undoubtedly
amuch worse place now than it was a cen-
tury ago — and she fears that it could get
even worse.

Jeanette Wiseman was born in 1920 in
Moncton, New Brunswick, at a time when
the country was recovering from World
War I. The mayhem of the second took its
toll on Wiseman’s husband Bill, who was
a Canadian pilot during World War IT and
a prisoner of war (POW) in Germany. He
was detained at Stalag Luft ITI, which was
a Luftwaffe-run POW camp that held cap-
tured Allied air force personnel.

The camp was established in March
1942 near the town of Sagan, Lower Silesia,
in what was then Nazi Germany (now
Zagan, Poland), 160 km (100 miles) south-
east of Berlin.

Bill and Jeanette met in London, Eng-
land after he was released, and they came
back by ship to Halifax before eventually
settling in Montreal.

She now resides at Place Kensington,
4430 St. Catherine St.,, and on October 23
she told the Independent that it is a mixed

@ Manoir Westmount

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

Agreat community, in@ perfect locatiop,

N

Very affordable all inclusive rates...
¢ All meals v Medication distribution
 Daily tea v 24 hour security
+ Daily housekeeping ¢ 24 hour nurse
 Personal Laundry v Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 218 i@ﬁ%&

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

Jeanette Wiseman at Place Kensington on October 23.

@

SERRURIER

MeWHINTIE
LOCKSMITH

Salvatore Mastantuono.

Ventes & Services/sales & services.
Serrures de securite/security
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY.
Boites aux lettres/mall boxes
Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ Industrial
Open for service, curbside pickup

Visit our website!

www.bicyclesmcw.com

514 952-8891 ()

6010 Sherbrooke W

blessing to have over two decades of addi-
tional lifespan than the national average
for a woman. (According to Statscan data
published in 2019, life expectancy for a
woman living in the region of Montreal is
83.1 years.)

‘Life is long enough’

“I have lived too long. Life is long
enough,” Wiseman said wistfully.

She could easily be mistaken though for
a woman of 80. She walks regularly, has
stayed extremely active and is also tech-
nologically savvy: operating a personal
computer and a tablet that she says she
uses all the time.

worries about USA

She goes to McGill University to listen
to music on Sundays and in the last several
decades she has audited courses there,
including opera appreciation.

Professionally, she was a clerical worker
who had access to top secret information.
“I was in the Canadian Women’s Army
Corps (CWAC)”

She contributes a strong sense of pur-
pose to her extraordinary lifespan.

“It is your identity,” she said, that pro-
pels one forward.

That and keeping your brain active. “I
am a reader: mysteries and romance
novels, the Globe and Mail and the Mon-
treal Gazette.”

Fears for USA

On October 23, Wiseman expressed
fear about Trump winning the US election,
which he now has.

Her two daughters, whom she sees
regularly, live in the United States, and she
is very concerned about their adopted
home given Donald Trump’s unpredicta-
bility, she said.

“I am afraid of what is happening. I am
afraid of two weeks from now,” referring
to the US election. She planned to stay up
all night watching the results.

For this centenarian, the world is, with-
out a doubt, a much worse place now than
it was a century ago, and she fears it could
get even worse.

It is shocking to her, despite a century
plus of witnessing world affairs, that presi-
dent-elect Trump holds such, in her
opinion, abhorrent notions.

Wiseman viewed a recent tv news report
where John Kelly, Trump’s longest-serving
chief of staff, said the former president
praised Adolf Hitler while in office and put
personal loyalty above the constitution.

“[Trump] admires Adolf Hitler and
autocrats like Vladimir Putin.”

Wiseman keeps up with the news on
her tablet and by watching NBC nightly
news. The former soldier — who had train-
ing to defend, protect and keep national
secrets — has not lost her interest in world
affairs.

Appalled by the state of the world, she
wants to be a part of the solution rather
than the problem, but lamented “I do not
know how I would or could help.”

Centre Greene bazaar
November 16

Centre Greene, located on Greene Ave.
below Dorchester, is having its annual
bazaar Saturday, November 16 from 10 am
to 4 pm. Over 30 artisans will be selling
goods and there will be raffle prizes.
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Change-of-location challenge ‘well worth’ it: exec director Goldin

Contactivity marks busy months

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

While the recent move of the Contactiv-
ity seniors centre from its long-time
quarters at Westmount Park United Church
at the end of August was certainly “a chal-
lenge,” it was “well worth it,” executive direc-
tor Benita Goldin told the Independent last
week.

In what she called “a four-pronged col-
laboration with the community,” its new
offices are at 310 Victoria, as well as many
programs at Victoria Hall and the West-
mount recreation centre (WRC) along with
intergenerational ones at Selwyn House
School.

It is a natural fit for the centre, she said,
and called it “a win-win for all.”

Now in Vic village, city facilities

Contactivity is also “thrilled to have join-
ed the Victoria village area,” she added.

In the new partnership with the city,
which otherwise does not run specific pro-
grams targetting seniors, even the catered
weekly luncheons have been taking place
at the WRC, as are two fitness programs.

“The addition of Contactivity’s pro-
grams in Victoria Hall and the WRC has

Wang.

been successful to date,” said Dave La-
pointe, division director of culture, sports,
recreation and social development. “The
seniors seem to be enjoying the new loca-
tions for their activities, and we will be

B e =

in new city partnership
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From left, Jennie Chang, Emily Chang, Westmount Public Security officer Julie Noiret and Chunrong

looking to sign a new contract with Con-
tactivity for 2025.”

The city had signed a “facility usage
agreement” with Contactivity for 2024.
While this agreement is not related to the

city’s grant program for non-profit organ-
izations “it will have an impact on the grant
allocated to Contactivity.”

Community organizations that receive
other benefits than grant money — like the
use of city facilities — will be “weighted”
differently when it comes to the disburse-
ment of grant funds, Lapointe said.

First WRC luncheon

Mayor Christina Smith welcomed Con-
tactivity members to the first luncheon at
the WRC September 19 while a Hallowe'en
one included creating “craft” jack-o’lan-
terns along with Public Security joining in.
The centre also held two pop-up craft sales
outside and inside 310 Victoria facilitated
by office building owner Barry Friedberg
and its manager Nick Vriniotis, she added.

Upcoming lunch programs at the WRC
include “Our Fragile Rights” presented by
Royal Orr December 5 and the centre’s
holiday lunch on December 12.

The Contactivity-Selwyn Intergener-
ational Choir has also begun practising for
its annual holiday video to be released mid-
December along with Victoria Hall as the
new site for the centre’s art, bridge, canasta,
book club and other programs.

Welcoming Elsa Santos.
Helping us to deliver a
personalized, exclusive
wealth experience.

BMO ) | rrivate wealth

With us, it's personal.

STEINMETI
WEALTH

BMO Nesbitt Burns

BMO Private Wealth is a brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its affiliates in providing private wealth management products and services. Not all products and services are offered by all legal entities within BMO Private Wealth. Banking services are offered through Bank of Montreal. Investment management, wealth planning, tax planning, and
philanthropy planning services are offered through BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. and BMO Private Investment Counsel Inc. Estate, trust, and custodial services are offered through BMO Trust Company. Insurance services and products are offered through BMO Estate Insurance Advisory Services Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. BMO Private Wealth legal entities do not offer tax
advice. If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., please contact your Investment Advisor for more information. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a Member - Canadian Investor Protection Fund and is a Member of Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization. BMO Trust Company and BMO Bank of Montreal are Members of CDIC. “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trademark of

Bank of Montreal, used under licence.
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9 Lives

2 LYSANNE FOWLER

Let me introduce Nox, a fun-loving mid-
night-shaded kitten. His huge amber eyes
are such perfect contrasts to his sculptural
face, a striking youngster on the prowl for
imaginary prey.

He is presently in a foster home en-
vironment for Gerdy’s Rescue & Adop-
tions, a caring family with three other
female cats, where he is enjoying the
mothering group companionship im-
mensely. Moving forward, Nox has not met
dogs or children yet.

At nine months of age, Nox is very
healthy, up to date with his inoculation pro-
gram, neutered and microchipped.

If you would like to find out more about
him, please refer to the Gerdy’s Rescue &
Adoptions website page at www.gerdysres-
cue.org and fill out the adoption informa-
tion form gerdysrescue.org/adoption-
form/ or enquire through the rescue’s
email at info@gerdysrescue.org. Nox is
such a darling young fellow, so elegant and
full of joy.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

X Westmount
- A-dog-tions

Little buddy Jesse

1 T |
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LYSANNE FOWLER

A stunning little fellow, Jesse is happy
and playful throughout his days. His sweet
temperament and energetic disposition are
contagious in the home as he keeps every-
one amused and cherished.

Jesse is in foster care for Gerdy’s Rescue
& Adoptions, enjoying an active home
environment and an energetic outdoor
routine. A precious shih tzu, at 3.5 years
young, this tiny 12-pound pooch is very
healthy, up to date with his inoculations,
neutered and microchipped.

When he was a small puppy of six
months — if you can imagine how tiny he . %
was then! - Jesse was attacked by an adult Ay ge—
dog and he is sometimes wary now, which  to discuss your interest and adoption con-
is understandable. siderations.

As a small breed, we also think it best Please do not enquire through Face-
that he be in a home with older children.  book Messenger.

Please refer to the Gerdy’s Rescue & It is best through the adoption form
Adoptions website at www.gerdysrescue. access at the website or by reaching out to
org, then fill out the adoption form link their email info@gerdysrescue.org.
there or go directly to their gerdysrescue. Jesse is such a delightful fellow, please
org/adoption-form/. think of him.

The volunteers will then get back to you Your neighbour, Lysanne

§
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<~ ACE DIRECT Inc. ® DIRECT HEATING INC-

)

* Clean and adjust automatic controls, thermostat

and safety limit controls

* Brush out burners and heat exchangers
* Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

QUEBEC CERTIFIED
DHI IS AN AUTHORIZED MEMBER OF
CMMTQ & ACPQ ORGANIZATIONS

visa & 5 Yyovwm
ACCEPTED o

THE TIME Is HERE!
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

Tune up includes the following:

* Lubricate motors and pumps as needed

* Check for gas and combustion leaks

* Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment
* Check flue for satisfactory operation

MANUFACTURER
CERTIFICATION

£CPO

All DHI technicians are experienced,
licenced with training and certification
by many manufacturers including:
Lochinvar, A.O. Smith, Raypak, Camus,
Rheem GSWV and many others.

" www.dhidirect.net
*“ dhiservicecalls@gmail.com

O 445 rue Deslauriers, St-Laurent, QC H4AN IW2
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HERBIE

TEAM HERBERT RATSCH

Covrlier immobilier agrée | Cartilied real estale broker

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

‘ Québec

ABOUT HERBERT (HERBIE) RATSCH

514.884.8269

Private Westmount Office
240-4115 Sherbrooke O., Westmount

819.429.9019

Private Mont-Tremblant Office
2670 chemin du Lac-Supérieur, Lac-Supérieur

Since 2007, Herbie has been a broker at Sotheby's International Realty Québec and the co-founder of the Mont-Tremblant office.
When it comes to finding the perfect private lake property in Canada, Herbie is the one you can trust. With years of expertise and

a deep understanding of the unique nuances of Canadian waterfront real estate, Herbert stands out as the go-to specialist in

this niche market. Herbie's portfolio goes beyond private lakes; he specializes in Canada’s most quintessential estates, including
city and country properties. Notably, he led Sotheby's International Realty Canada's largest sale with the Kenauk Nature and
Fairmont Le Chateau Montebello project.” Approaching his 20-year mark of dedicated service with the brand, Herbie's integrity and

professionalism have driven over $1 billion in sales volume.”

City Living

1000 rue de la Commune E., PH-904, Ville-Marie

L'Héritage du Vieux Port. 5-Story penthouse with
10,000 SQ.FT. private rooftop terrace and 7,165 SQ.FT.
of living space.

4BEDS | 5+2BATHS | MLS 26884213 | $7,800,000

Country Estates

Selling Canada’s

Most Quintessential Estates
HERBIE.CA

101 rue de la Rotonde, PH3-0507, ile-des-Sceurs

EVOLO S. 2 luxurious penthouses offering
incomparable views. 4,053.69 SQ.FT. of living space.
2,000 SQ.FT. private terrace.

4BEDS | 5+1BATHS | MLS 26556666 | $5,550,000

PRIVATE LAKE

Chemin des Boisés, Mont-Tremblant

Lac En-Ciel private lake, Mont Tremblant and La
Conception. Potential development opportunity or
private estate.

ACRES: 663 | MLS10038944 | $8,750,000+™*

1711 chemin de Rockway Valley, Boileau

Laurentians private lake estate. Ideal outdoor
paradise for hunting and fishing - featuring high
fencing preserves.

ACRES: 825 | MLS17809181 | $6,500,000°™

Subscribe to our newsletter at

450 chemin du Club-Marin, ile-des-Sceurs

Townhouse ideally located in the heart of Nun's Island,

offering access to sports club amenities and close
proximity to Golf Exécutif and Strom Spa. A perfect
blend of peaceful living with easy access to the city.

3BEDS | 3+1BATHS | MLS 17096266 | $1,187.000

Chemin du Lac-Paquette, Mont-Blanc

2,775 feet of frontage on Lac Paquette in Mont-
Blanc. Ideal opportunity for a private family estate
or residential and commercial development.

ACRES: 233 | MLS 22874470 | $1,704,000+™*

Rue Redpath-Crescent, Ville-Marie

6,571 SQ.FT lot adjacent to Mount Royal Park. Nestled
inthe Golden Square Mile district within the vibrant
borough of Ville-Marie, this prime location embodies
Montreal's rich cultural heritage.

MLS 28396824 | $3,250,000

Rue de Belle-Plagne, Saint-Sauveur

Beautiful lot in the La Belle Plagne project, located
within walking distance of Saint-Sauveur ski hill and
benefiting from access to Lac Victor.

ACRES: 0.81 | MLS16367022 | $489,000°™

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency. Sotheby’s International Realty Québec HR. As per Centris®




18 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - November 12, 2024

Westmount Historical Association report

Donlon Hurtubise examines the ancestry
of the first family of city’s oldest house

By RALPH THOMPSON

The first of three fall lectures organized
by the Westmount Historical Association
(WHA) took place in the Westmount
Room of the Westmount Public Library
September 19.

The guest lecturer was Donlon O. Hur-
tubise, a retired geologist from Texas and
a talented genealogist. He is a direct
descendant of the Hurtubise family that
built Westmount’s oldest standing house.

Both he and his sister Anne Pecora had
travelled from the US to present at the
WHA meeting.

Hurtubise opened by pointing out that
this is the 20th anniversary of the Hurtubise
House being recognized as a historic site.

Hurtubise explained his use of specific
data sources, including Genealogy Quebec
and the Drouin Institute; the births, deaths
and marriages contained in University of
Montreal’s PRDH (Programme de
recherche en démographie historique), the
WHA archives and the most recent devel-
opments in DNA technology, which are
readily available to anyone. They use Y
chromosome to trace male genes back tens
of thousands of years.

Acknowleding Westmount’s
conservationists

Hurtubise explained the vital role that
a number of people played in preserving
the old house from demolition.

The last Hurtubise occupant, Dr. Leo-
pold, passed away in 1955. The house was
to be sold to a developer but C.].G (“Jack”)
Molson, Mabel Molson and James Beattie
stepped in to acquire the property after Alice
Lighthall alerted the media to the imminent
demise of Canada’s oldest farmhouse.

Hurtubise also pointed out that there
are two histories of the house, the older
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Donlon Hurtubise of Texas talked about his family at the Westmount Public Library on September 19.

version being that Pierre built it in about
1688. The new narrative, produced in a
report in 2001 by Stewart and Robichaud,
states that Jean Hurtubise built it in 1739.

In 1653, Marin Hurtubise, Etiennette
Alton and Marin’s brother André arrived
from France.

Marin and André were the only French
immigrants with the last name “Hurtu-
bise.” André died before getting married
and has no descendants, “so all Hurtubise’s
are related to Marin and Etiennette.”

Doreen Lindsay wrote a detailed article
that very clearly lays out the names of those

Join us to celebrate the 125th anniversary of

Nova Home Care

with an unforgettable evening presented by

The Doc Show

Friday, November 15 at 7:30 pm.
A benefit concert for our nonprofit organization

at Leonardo Da Vinci Centre, St. Léonard
Parking is free. Tickets: $70 at www.cldv.ca

who built the house and the descendants
of the first family, generation by gener-
ation, which enabled the presenter to con-
firm that he is a direct descendant of Marin
and Ftiennette.

His fifth great-grandfather actually
grew up in the Hurtubise house.

Links to history

Hurtubise explained the importance of
context in this story, and the connections
of the Hurtubise family to many well-
known characters and events in the history
of Montreal and North America between
1600 and 1800.

In 1642, 40 original French colonists
arrived in Montreal (then Ville Marie) led
by Paul de Chomedey de Maisonneuve. At
that time, it was a colony separate from
Quebec City run by the Société de Notre-
Dame de Montréal.

In 1663, control passed to the Sulpi-
cians, who had the land rights. By this
time, the entire population of the St. Law-
rence valley was only around 3,000.

Lasalle, the man

La Salle, a French-born explorer, came
to Montreal around 1666, acquired a seig-
neurie on the land of
Lachine including what continued on p. 19

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

House Cleaning Service

Regular Residential Cleaning Services, damage insurance
$2,000,000, some availabilities for the fall and winter season,
professional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.

Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and
references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

Part Time Bookkeeper Needed

Mature, experienced bookkeeper able to navigate QuickBooks
and computer programs (Outlook, Excel, Documents, Word). If
you are retired and looking for part-time flexible days and hours
in the Westmount area, call 514-248-4914.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

514-664-6138

Buy locally to sell locally
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Hurtubise House hosted many events in his term

Archambault retires as executive director of Canadian Heritage of Quebec

By JENNIFER BALL

Jacques Archambault has retired as
executive director of Canadian Heritage of
Quebec (CHQ) — a position he held from
October 2009 until September of this year.
His successor, Philippe Monteil-Kemys-
tetter, has been named.

Archambault gave the Independent a
tour October 31 of the inside of the organ-
ization’s Hurtubise House, which is locat-
ed on Cote St. Antoine at the corner of Vic-
toria Ave.

He had only 369 years to unpack.

Brothers Marin and André Hurtubise
came to New France with Paul de Chome-
dey, sieur de Maisonneuve, in 1653. In
1739, descendants of these two men built
the fieldstone farmhouse on present-day
Cote St. Antoine Rd. It was surrounded by
orchards and farmlands that stretched all
the way to where Sherbrooke St. is now.

Centuries later, the significance of the
house was obvious to three concerned
Quebec residents when they decided to
save the ancien régime-era stone farmhouse
from demolition.

It was 1956 and Canadian Heritage of
Quebec was formed by C.]J.G (“Jack’) Mol-
son, Mabel Molson — both descendants of
John Molson but not directly involved in
the brewery — and James Beattie.

Canadian Heritage is the owner of 12

have been that best single voice.”

The meeting between Garber and Levy
produced discussion on pro-Palestinian
protests on Canadian campuses. For in-
stance, there was a 10-week encampment
on the premises of McGill University this
year.

“Sometimes when people hear students
speaking about what is happening on cam-
puses, they might feel helpless,” Levy said,

properties in Quebec including the Later-
riere Mill in Les Eboulements, the Simon
Fraser House in St. Anne de Bellevue and
the Molson-Beattie House in Tadoussac
near the mouth of the Saguenay River.

The greatest challenges Archambault
faced during his tenure as executive direc-
tor were human resource-related and
financial, he said.

“To do everything that needs to be done
— on the properties, in the buildings, to
restore, to preserve, to maintain, to de-
velop: you must do that with people —and
there are not so many human resources
working at CHQ...

In fact, “There are only three employees
on the payroll for the entire year: the execu-
tive director, the part-time assistant and a
miller at Laterriere Mill.”

The predicament, Archambault said,
was to preserve and to restore the proper-
ties with mostly only volunteers.

The darlings of the Canadian Heritage
portfolio call for a dollars-and-cents super-
intendency. For the past five years, Ar-
chambault says costs have ballooned for
the work that Canadian Heritage does,
including the cost of insuring the build-
ings.

Cost-increase ‘nightmare’

“Ithas been a nightmare,” he said.“The
cost went from $30,000 a year to $125,000
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Jacques Archambault outside Hurtubise House,
which is located at Céte St. Antoine at the corner
of Victoria Ave. Photo taken October 31.

a year.”

Risk analysis plays into why insurance
companies have jacked up their prices, Ar-
chambault explained, even while there has
never been evidence of a flood at Hurtu-
bise House, to take one example.

And while Hurtubise house does not

Eylon Levy, cont'd from p. 11

“but I think the reason that they feel help-
less is the same reason why they should
feel so powerful...because no one else is
going to reach these students if not them.”

Garber referred to the pro-Palestinian
protestors that showed up to the event
venue. “You have a population of nine mil-
lion with two million Israeli Arabs [in
Israel] surrounded by 22 Muslim or Arab
countries, and many people in they world

WHA: Hurtubise house, cont'd from p. 18

would become the Hurtubise farm.

La Salle was an adventurer and went on
to establish French territory all the way
down to the Gulf of Mexico, where he was
eventually murdered by two of his own
men in 1687.

Hurtubise went into a second part of his
presentation explaining DNA analysis, spe-
cifically referring to the y-DNA links and
the male lineage. His y-DNA chromosome
is essentially the same as the y-DNA chro-
mosome of Marin Hurtubise.

He has had the “big Y DNA test” done
by Family Tree DNA, the company that has
the largest database of y-DNA data and he

has been able to trace Hurtubise male links
back 24,000 years, showing connections
to France, Britain, Africa and the Middle
East.

Hurtubise concluded his presentation
with a summary slide. The appreciative
audience had many questions, one of
which gave him the opportunity to explain
that the spelling of the name Hurtubise is
“normalized” in many databases today but
there are numerous spellings in France
that may be derivatives of the same name.

WHA secretary Irina Nazarova thanked
the speaker and the audience for partici-
pating.

are trying to believe that they are fighting
for the underdog.”

Levy explained that his new job at the
Israeli Citizen Spokespersons’ Office —
which is the project that he founded after
finishing with the Israeli government — is
focussed on strategic messaging.

“If there is just one message [to under-
stand for a difference to be made, it is that]
this is not a war between Israel and
Hamas, or between Israel and the Palesti-
nians, or between Israel and Gaza.

“Israel is under attack by the Iranian
regime and its proxy armies on seven
fronts...

“This is already a regional war.”

Garber asked Levy to explain how he
became the Israeli government’s spokes-
man, which he did this way: “When this
war started, [ was not a government spo-
kesperson. The closest I came to govern-
ment was to protest it every week...

“It would have been unthinkable to be
a spokesperson for the government...

“Then the unthinkable happened and
we were invaded by air, land and sea. In a
single day, Hamas slaughtered 1,200
people and they took 250 hostages...

have a preserved wooden sailboat like the
Molson-Beattie House or a grandiose view
onto the Gulf of the St. Lawrence like the
Frederick James house, Archambault con-
siders it the greatest achievement of his 15-
year tenure at Canadian Heritage.

Hurtubise work

“We did the last restoration in 2012 and
since then we have had students come in
the summer to open the house to the pub-
lic and to develop activities like cocktails,
lectures, exhibitions and to organize the
archives...

“We have many, young professionals
doing [their training placement and intern-
ships] for communications, heritage sector,
development work ...

“To have this house used more and
more for different kinds of cultural devel-
opment, heritage exhibitions and lectures
was very interesting [and rewarding] J

Archambault dedicated 40 years of his
career to working for non-profits in the
education, social services and health sec-
tors and he is not yet ready to retreat from
professional challenges.

He told the Independent that he will turn
70 this year. While he is collaborating with
his successor and he has accepted to join
Canadian Heritage’s board, Archambault
said he is still contemplating his next
career step.

“Everyone in Israel dropped everything
and said, ‘We are doing whatever we can
for the war effort.””

Levy had a background in media and
had been the president of Israel’s foreign
media advisor. (The Israeli president is
mostly, though not entirely, ceremonial.
Actual executive power is vested in the cabi-
net, which is led by the prime minister.)

In the wake of the attacks, he said, “I
am going to give interviews on tv.”

He got a call asking him to be involved
in a nascent foreign media department and
then he was asked to be an Israeli govern-
ment spokesperson.

Levy said, “Only in Israel can you go in
a week from being an anti-government
protestor to standing in front of a podium
that says ‘Prime minister’s office’ and try
to explain your country to the world.”

Born in London, United Kingdom, Levy
attended University College School in Lon-
don and University of Oxford, where he
received his bachelor’s degree in Philos-
ophy, Politics and Economics in 2013.

He moved to Israel in 2014 at the age of
23 to join the Israeli military during the
2014 Gaza War.
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Painting | Decoration & Finishing

S)

STUART
DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

Standard & Restorative Painfing
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish
'@ 5'4-994-3187
! sdearlove@bell.net RBO 8328 8514 09
! OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

CONSTRUCTION

ANGUS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Concrete and Cement Finish
Brick Work - Stone work - Tuck Pointing
Window Sills - Chimneys

|AN SUTHERLAND

www.constructionangus.com
angusconstruction83@gmail.com
Tel 514 262 3320

WESTMOUNT ADJ...
1700 DOCTEUR PENFIELD #14

Luxurious urban living in this turn key

2 bedroom, 1& 1 bathroom, main floor unit

in the heart of the Golden Square Mile.
Meticulously renovated and re-designed.

The Study marks 109 years, announces Chm as new chalr

Ariana Holowko (class of 2036) cut The
Study’s 109th birthday cake on October 25
alongside one of the school’s oldest alum-
nae, Miriam Tees (class of 1940).

“There’s nearly 100 years between their
graduating years!” said Sarah Binns, direc-
tor of communications and marketing,
when she forwarded the photo.

In other Study news,
Westmounter Wendy
Chui has been named
chair of its board of gov-
\ ernors. Chui has been a
' member of The Study’s
board since 2017 and cur-
rently chairs the advance-
ment committee.

Wendy Chui. She is a senior partner
at TD Chui Au Family Wealth Manage-
ment and was recognized this year as one
of the “Top 50 Women of Influence” by
Wealth Professional.

Her daughter, Chelsea, graduated from
The Study last year.

“I'm truly honoured to take on the role
chair of the board at The Study,” Chui was
quoted as saying in a press release. “My
mother instilled in me the value of giving
over receiving. I'm excited to contribute to
The Study’s future and ensure that it re-
mains a place where girls can develop into

Bunny Berke

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com
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From left, Miriam Tees and Ariana Holowko.

confident, capable leaders.”

According to the school, Chui is
passionate about educating women and
fostering girls’ leadership. In addition to
the many events she hosts focusing on

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE STUDY.

financial literacy, she also sponsors girls’
education in the developing world. In 2004,
she cofounded an orphanage in Thailand
and has been a Plan Canada ambassador
for over 30 years.
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$885,000 MLS 19306676

Renovated ground floor
1253 sf, 2 bdr, 2 bth,

MAROVITCH

llﬂr_,’ Rcal Estate Brokel

373 LACLOUISA S
WENTWORTH
$360,000 MLS 14933511

Stunning 3 acre lot, notarized
lake access, 3 bdr, 2 bth.

A must see!!
MLS 21257088

PROFUSION

IMMOBILIER

A/C, low condo fee,

Remax Action Inc

Some TLC required

$899,000

514.347.1928

PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

H3Z 2A4

gmail.com

1225 Greene Ave, Westmount,

514-825-8771/josephmarovitch
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Thoughts on Lucca — Not your typlcal Italian tourist city

Travel

J VERONICA REDGRAVE

The first thing that struck me arriving
in Lucca was the silence. There are no
crowds. It is a charming oasis full of
ancient towers re-purposed into lodgings
and restaurants.

If one is used to the soaring spires of
Milan and ornate Renaissance-Baroque
fagades, here churches are quite simple.
The most important church is the Duomo
di Lucca.

Construction began as early as 1063.
Amusingly, each column of the fagade is
different. A contest was held for their
design, but the Lucchese decided to use all
the artists” submissions — without paying
for any. Here you can gaze in awe at works
by Tintoretto, among others.

Outside, a labyrinth helped church go-
ers to find a spiritual path. Today, it still
resonates.

Meanwhile, on Saturdays, the piazzas
nearby are transformed into markets: vin-

A guide to spiritual meaning?

tage, antiques and garden fittings sit allur-
ingly under tents.

Walk or cycle (no cars)

As a tourist, you pretty much have to

walk or rent a bike. Much of the town is
closed to cars and local drivers/residents
have strict rules.

The town does not have the Uffizi (Flo-
rence) or canals (Venice) — nor was it the
centre of an historic moment called the
Renaissance — so great swarms of selfie-
takers are rare.

Perhaps because of this, locals are wel-
coming. Lucca is manageable. There are
many little piazzas (squares where streets
meet); but GPS is helpful as street signs
are a tad rare.

Small family-owned bars offer apéros
and often comfy cushions so you can sit
outside at neighbouring buildings’ stone
medieval “ledges” once used by those wait-
ing to state their case to the town VIP.

Walls ¢ gates

And, of course, a main attraction is
Lucca’s walls, which surround the city.
They are among the best-preserved Renais-
sance fortifications in Europe. The earliest
gate through the walls, -.c.cocoeeiiiiin
Porta San Pietro, dates continued on p. 22

.'i.l

20% OFF DOWN PRODUCTS |
Jren Saturday Nov. 16 Exclusively
l ‘ Vict ri& Westmount — Swg 2424 - TOILES‘&

LADY IN RED

An elegant 19.31 carat ruby cabochon meets a
sleek diamond pavé split band, creating a ring
that’s as bold as it is beautiful. Make a lasting
impression for life.

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son
Moritz Grossmann - Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles

2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Travel, cont'd from p. 21

from 1565. Successive gates were opened
in 1592 (San Maria) and 1639 (San Don-
ato).

In 1811, Elisa Napoleon Baciocchi — duch-
ess of Lucca due to her brother Napoleon,
who gifted her the city — made a buco (hole)
through the walls for another entrance,
called — you guessed it — Porta Elisa.

In total, there are six gates. The walls
are a series of earthwork battlements, built
to replace earlier medieval and Roman
structures. They play a pivotal role in the
city’s identity, a monument to its long-
standing as a republic, fighting for years
against eager encroachments from Flo-
rence and Pisa.

Centuries later, traffic was allowed on
the walls but a wise mayor in the 1980s
carefully re-instated the pedestrian path,
today lined with elm, oak and plane trees.

Curiously, as they were initially military,
the walls were once owned by Rome, but
the Lucchese bought them back.

During COVID they were completely
closed. Today, they are a magnet for all.

Basilica of San Frediano: 13th century mosaic;
typical Romanesque Lucca characteristics.
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Porcelain

Porcelain

This Westmount resident, lower centre, was
working its way up this coffee cup on St. Cather-
ine near Redfern November 1. Proto: InpepeNDENT.

Correction:
Toboggan run still
costs only $123K

In a story November 12, p. 1 (“City
to revert to conventional toboggan run
at Murray”), the story’s turn on p. 22
should have listed the cost of the
contract for 2022-2023 as having been
some $123,000, to which an additional
zero had inadvertently been added, for
the second time (see also November
15, 2022, p. 6). We will work to do
better! — DP.
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San Michele in Foro. Built over a Roman fo‘riﬁrﬁr:- 13th cer?tury lf_aéade; 2st century art.
First glove of winter?
— T

As seen on Chesterfield Ave. near Victoria on
October 23.

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.
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, Lamp Repairs |
| 25 years’ experience :
; with Areuco Lighting |
i in Westmount I
0 « In-home service 0
COEEEGRIH !+ Free pick-up and delivery |
T : Call Robert at EclairSol :
514.651.5235 ! 514-582-3906 |
RE/MAX ACTION INC.
AGENCE IMMOBILIERE T

Winter fun, cont'd from p. 1

recreation and social development, told the
Independent that both these changes were
in part due to cost-cutting.

“But not the main reason,” he added.

The Westmount Park rink “causes a lot
of damage, which is costly to repair and
makes the area unusable for most of the
summer.”

On the hill at Murray Park, trees were
damaged by the blowing of snow and it
takes much longer for the snow to melt in
the spring.

COVID origins

Both the man-made toboggan run and
the refrigerated rink had been created over
COVID to provide more outdoor activities.

The contract for creating and maintain-
ing the toboggan run has cost more than
$1,200,000 a winter (see story November
8,2022, p. 1).

Meanwhile, the two indoor rinks at the
WRC will be closed over the approaching
holiday period December 9, 2024, to Janu-
ary 3, 2025. See story on p. 1.

Four shades of white

White pumpkin, white house, white building,
white-ish car. As seen November 1 on St. Cather-
ine near Abbott.

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com
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CONTEMPORARY GEM POOL SIZE LOT FULLY RENOVATED MOUNTAIN VIEWS
Westmount Westmount Westmount Westmount
SUMMIT CRESCENT MONTROSE AV 25 BELLEVUE AV. 2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1303

CORNER

: ., $2,695,000 . T @ $2,445,000
CONTEMPORARY GEM MOUNTAIN VIEWS MOUNTAIN VIEWS
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$2,095,000

AMAZING GARDEN

FULLY RENOVATED

INCREDIBLE VIEWS

Ville Marie (Golden Square Mile) Westmount Ville-Marie Westmount
1420 RUE SHERBROOKE W., APT. 602 427 GROSVENOR AV. 3940 CH. DE LA COTE-DES-NEIGES, #A52 3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 512
=] E \ GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.

Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6
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SIGNATURE

KITCHEN SUITE

A fresh take on timeless luxury.

up to

|
200t 51000

when you purchase eligible SKS appliances set inSta ”ation Credit

SignatureBachand

L

8140 Decarie Blvd | Montreal | 514 344-2425 | signaturebachand.com

*Valid until November 30, 2024. See eligible appliances in-store. Despite all of the care taken in the preparation of this advertisement, errors may have occurred. If any are discovered,
they will be identified in-store. Cannot be combined with another promotion. Delivery charges possible. **See details in store.




