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Indoor pool, greening, destination for St. Catherine

Highlights released on consultations
for south-east development

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

As the city gears up for the possible
revitalization of the long-discussed devel-
opment of the south-east sector, highlights
resulting from a city public consultation
meeting June 12 and online survey were
released by the city September 24 based on
findings by Lemay consultants.

The residential and commercial sector
— bounded by Sherbrooke, Atwater, Dor-
chester, St. Catherine and Wood — stretches
further north than the previously discussed
one, which had involved consultations in
2016. That one focused on the city-owned
Tupper parking lots and into the commer-
cial sector but was never pursued by the
incoming councils in 2017.

Listed first among the recent nine high-
lights, though not necessarily by priority,
was a “strong demand” to build an indoor
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pool that “could be complemented by addi-
tional sports facilities.”

This came right after by a desire to find
solutions to safety and sanitary problems
related to the high homeless population in
the area, and was followed by adding green
space and street trees.

Multifunctional space

An emphasis was also put on creating
“multifunctional” public space, a priority
that also had been raised when developing
the parking lots.

The recent findings “did not favour
Dorchester becoming a one-way street but
“strong interest” was listed in creating a
Dorchester “esplanade” and a possibility of
making St. Catherine one-way and trans-
forming it into a “destination” street. This
would emphasize restaur-

ants and terrasses. continued on p. 26

Autumn festival, activities announced

Pumpkin activities feature in
Vic village sidewalk sale October5

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

In keeping with the season, pumpkin
games with candy prizes are among many
attractions in the line-up of events planned
for the autumn sidewalk festival in Victoria
village on Saturday, October 5. The pro-
gram includes live music in Prince Albert
square, face painting, pumpkin decorating
and mask making.
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Enjoying the autumn sunshine

Gerry Bergeron, left, was walking through Westmount Park September 27 with his wife Sally Spilhaus
and support worker Andrea Henderson. A conversation ensued about walker frames and electric
wheelchairs. Bergeron said it’s difficult to find a walker that you can sit on and has footrests. Electric

wheelchairs can move very fast, said Henderson, so users have to be careful. proro: Rairr THompson.

“Our merchant members will be hold-
ing sidewalk and in-store specials and pro-
motions listed on our website, www. village
victoria.ca,” said Cynthia Lulham, general
manager of the association. For the pump-
kin-decorating workshop, pumpkins will
be supplied.

Also listed to perform throughout the
village are circus perform-
ers, a magician and musi-
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Car rolls downhill, damages stop sign,

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A car parked on Argyle Ave. on Septem-
ber 24 began moving backward down the
steep hill as the owner tried in vain to stop
it, Public Security officials said.

The driver just missed being hit by the
open door as the car backed onto three
properties across the street before stopping
on Thornhill.

“He was very lucky,” said Public Security
director Greg McBain.

The incident at 7:28 pm was reported to
have damaged a city stop sign in several
places as well as three private properties
including a flower pot and retaining walls
of large rocks. The driver, described as a
39-year-old man from Dollard des Ormeaux,
was found to have a red burn-like mark on
his back.

Urgences Santé evaluated the driver for
injuries but he declined to be taken to hos-
pital.

The incident was reported to have oc-
curred when the BMW'’s handbrake failed,
illustrating how important it is on West-
mount’s hills, in particular, to park with
wheels against the curb, McBain said.

It was not known exactly how this case
had occurred.

Woman, 83, falls but

refuses to go to hospital

A Public Security patroller noticed a
woman lying on the ground outside 4746
Grosvenor in Montreal, just outside the
border with Westmount, September 25 at
10:15 am, officials report. Appearing con-
fused, she was reported to have said she
might have tripped.

The officer provided preliminary treat-
ment to the back of the woman’s head,
which appeared to have recently been
bleeding, and called Urgences Santé. She
was reported to have refused transport to
hospital even after their arrival. No other
details were reported.
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Vic village festival, cont’d from p. 1

cians, while merchants are to display vari-
ous merchandise on the sidewalk.

As well, Westmount children’s authors
Anne Renaud and Judith Henderson will
sell and sign their books, as they did at the
recent Greene event (see September 17, p.
SL-21).

Musicians listed

On the music scene, George Bowser,
one half of the musical comedy Bowser
and Blue, will perform with singer/song-
writer Josée Brault.

Others musicians include singer Ema
Jean, Celtic folk band Solstice (with Patrick
Lesyk on acoustic guitar and lead vocals,
Dave Gossage on flutes and whistles, and
Kate Bevan-Baker on fiddle and vocals), as
well as singer/songwriter Dimo James,
“armed with just an acoustic guitar, dis-
tinctive voice and soulful energy.”

ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

In a world where change is constant, having the right guidance can make all
the difference. With 20 years of experience uniting buyers and sellers,
my goal is to make your transition seamless. I navigate the challenges,

S0 you can start your next chapter stress-free.

Call me! Let’s write your next chapter together!

514.591.0804

2 retaining walls

Man ticketted $156
for prowling at night

Public Security patrollers kept an eye on
aman seen “aimlessly wandering around”
at 2:14 am on private properties in the area
of Wood Ave., September 24, department
officials said. He was intercepted when he
opened a car door and set off an alarm.
Police were called and the man was des-
cribed as a 50-year-old from the city of Mon-
treal. Public Security issued him a ticket for
$156 for prowling at night based on having
seen him on properties and in laneways.
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A LEADER IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE

9 Av. Roxborough, Westmount
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L’Avenue, PH-4801, Ville-Marie
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Westmount Lawn Bowling and Curling Club welcomes seniors for 4th or 5th year

New Horizons program marks end ofthls year 's season

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Some 40 seniors attended the closing
day August 28 of this year’s New Horizons
for Seniors Program (NHSP) at the West-
mount Lawn Bowling and Curling Club,
according to president Brian Lambert.

The club’s New Horizons program
helps seniors in Westmount learn how to
lawn bowl and play croquet with coaching
by club volunteers.

“We reach out to seniors’ groups in
Westmount such as Contactivity,” Lambert
said. “We're planning to run the program
again next year.”

Fourth or fifth year

This is the fourth or fifth year that the
local program has operated at the club as
part of a federal government initiative
called New Horizons.

This offers grants for such programs
though the Westmount club does not apply
for these, he added.

Among those working closely with the
program was the club’s past president
Bruce St. Louis and volunteer Beverley
Hutchison.

""""-..__H_‘_ = '? .F.
‘hﬂ-‘"“-m .
i

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.

4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 comer Grosvenor

All makes
all model "

rire L All mechanical

o> & body work,
for October _including
tire changes.

e All services maintain
your warranty

e Pick-up/drop-off available
514-932-1554

Among the group were club past president Bruce St. Louis, Mayor Christina
Smith, Jennifer Maccarone, legislative representative for the Westmount-
St. Louis provincial riding, and club volunteer Beverley Hutchison.
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Police Report

Station 12 assists Nunavik police with organized crime

By MARTIN C. BARRY

The Montreal police’s Station 12 on
Stanton St. is one of several Montreal-area
precincts where staff took part last week in
anew type of operation to deal with organ-
ized criminals victimizing members of the
Inuit community from northern Quebec
who are living in Montreal.

The Montreal police and the Nunavik
Police Service announced last week that
they created joint patrol units that are de-
ployed in several areas of Montreal for a
few weeks.

In a joint announcement, officials from
both police forces said that criminal gangs
from Montreal and other parts of southern
Quebec were threatening and intimidating
Inuit people in Montreal, including many
women, who had been recruited to trans-
port alcohol and drugs to Nunavik.

It is estimated that more than 1,000
Inuit are in Montreal at any given time to
attend school or to receive medical treat-
ment that is not available in northern Que-
bec.

A significant number of them congre-
gate at Cabot Square, just outside West-

mount on the east side of Atwater Ave.

Station 12 community relations officer
Cst. Mike Yigit took one of the delegations
from Nunavik on a walking tour of western
downtown and eastern Westmount, where
he regularly patrols.

He said the purpose was to give them
an understanding of the native situation in
Montreal so that they could bond with local
Inuit community members, some of whom
they might recognize or know from Nuna-
vik.

“It’s to understand what is going on,”
said Yigit, acknowledging that organized
criminals are involved. “A lot of the mem-
bers of the community here fly back and
forth. Since I have a close relationship with
many of them, I was able to introduce
them, and some of the officers did recog-
nize some people here too.

“They patrolled with me and I intro-
duced them to the various areas — Cabot
Square in particular,” he added. “So, by
visiting places like that, they got a visual of
how things work.”

Although they walked through parts of
lower Westmount, he said it was a relative-
ly minor aspect of the tour.
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Quiet crime week:
Break-in on Hillside Ave.

In terms of criminal acts committed in
Westmount recently, the last 10 days or so
were relatively quiet.

According to Station 12 incident sum-
maries, only a household break-and-enter
and a stolen vehicle were reported.

On September 20, the owners of a resi-
dence on Hillside Ave. in lower West-
mount, who had been away for the week-
end, reported a burglary committed during
their absence.

According to their complaint, a cleaning
lady who entered the dwelling before the
owners returned noticed that a window
was broken and that a patio door had been
compromised.

She notified the police, who arrived to
investigate. An alarm system motion detec-
tor recorded movement in the dwelling
around 9:30 pm on Sept. 20. Jewellery was
stolen, said Cst. Yigit.

Quiet crime week: Tacoma stolen
On September 26, a Toyota Tacoma
compact pick-up truck disappeared over-
night from a driveway at a home on Gros-

venor Ave.

According to the police report, the own-
er was on a visit from the US to see
relatives in Montreal.

Security camera images recorded that
the theft took place around 4 am, when a
man of slender build was seen breaking a
window on the vehicle’s passenger-side
rear door.

The Toyota Tacoma is on a Canadian
insurance industry list as one of the most
stolen vehicles in Canada.
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COLLECTE DES ORDURES
AUX DEUX SEMAINES

D’octobre a mai, la collecte des ordures aura lieu toutes les DEUX (2)
semaines pour les maisons unifamiliales et les immeubles de 2 a 8 logements.

Les résidus alimentaires et le recyclage sont collectés chaque semaine
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WASTE COLLECTION

From October to May, garbage will be collected every TWO (2) weeks for

(3) Expert support: Our team is always on hand to assist with any issues,

Don'’t leave your security to chance.

Subscribe today and safeguard your digital life!
*NB: Does not include back-up to the cloud.

single family homes and buildings of 2 to 8 units.

Food waste and recyclilng is collected weekly throughout the year.
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EDITORIAL

Who is the paper for? What should you read? How best to suggest stories?

I received this email from Mayor Chris-
tina Smtih, whom I have told several times
that she is never off the record with me,
on September 24:

I hope all is well with you. I have
some feedback and some questions
for you. We have had some signifi-
cant and very positive events in the
city that have not been covered in the
paper. The 150th tea and the sports
banquet are two examples that were
not covered by the paper and we sent
photos when we realized that no one
was there to cover the sports ban-
quet. These two events were great
and represented such a huge part of
our community. Parents love to see
their children celebrated in the
paper.

Is there a reason these types of
events are not getting covered yet the
letters to the editor (often written by
the same handful of people) are
given ample space?

One has to really wonder how it
is that happy occasions are not cel-
ebrated in the press but the petty
complaints are given lots of space? It
feels rather imbalanced and I must
say very personal lately.

I will reply here for everyone’s benefit.
The Independent is not the city of West-
mount’s PR organ, nor is it an attempt to
be an exhaustive census of what happens
in Westmount. It is also not primarily for
city of Westmount elected officials. It tar-
gets rather the general Westmount resi-
dent. As such, it aims to be interesting and
different each week, and engage people
who think about things other than West-
mount in most of their daily lives.

All other readers are welcome and
appreciated, of course, including a whole
spectrum from the most keen participants
in municipal politics to non-Westmounters
from as far away as Australia, but our focus
is on this general reader.

One section that readers love and that
is constant (hence its continuous use of
“ample space”), but that politicians might
not like, is the Letters to the Editor section.
It is often the de facto complaints section
of the paper and can be quite spicy. Indeed,
I have joked with the mayor that she is the
head of the official complaints department
and I am the head of the unofficial com-
plaints department. If anyone — politician
or not — dislikes complaints, don’t read it!

We do have our regulars (yes, I've
noticed), but look at some fresh critical
voices that have written in just the last two
months: Tom Robitaille (September 27, p.

-
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6), Fabrice Weill and Vera Bondy (Septem-
ber 17, p. 6), Shona & Richard Meltzer (Sep-
tember 10, p. 6), Thomas Rolain, Bruce
Vineberg and Susan Zegray (September 3,
p- 22) and Jonathan Sigler (August 20, p. 18).

Regardless, criticizing government,
even a well-meaning municipal one, is a
near-sacred democratic practice and I don’t
plan to stop publishing many, but not all,
the negative letters that I receive, including
ones critical of us.

I have always told the mayor that she
can respond to letters and complaints, but
as a personal policy and preference (with
two rare exceptions that I can think of ),
she has not. In future, if she finds the
letters so “petty,” these pages are still open
for her to make that case at any reasonable
length.

Outliers?

Until that day comes and she convinces
me otherwise, it is not my view that our
negative letter writers are petty outliers.
Walking around town and talking to
people, I find a lot of the “letters negativity”
present on the streets too.

And someone can be positive about a
city sports or social event or medical assis-
tance by Public Security, but negative about
some mix of garbage-collection changes,
the coming plastic mega-bins for recycling,
the state of the streets and sidewalks, the
fireplace ban, the state of the parks, per-
manent and pilot changes to Lexington
and Claremont, consultations/studies that
went nowhere (e.g. “Imagine Westmount
2040,” Westmount Park, pre-2024 versions
of planning for the southeast, the possible
indoor pool, urban planning regulations),
various aesthetic adornments and other
things.

On these issues, the current council
seems to have found (created?) a broad
consensus of opposition, but don’t blame
me! I would not recognize many (most?)
of the vocal critics if I met them on the
street, and many (most?) of these issues
(one way or the other) are not high priority
for me personally.

Unless there’s a poll, we won’t know
how widespread the opposition is. That
said, newspapers do not present them-
selves as substitutes for polls. We aim to
share what we found to be true and inter-
esting over the time period in question. In
the case of opinions, one way that we alert
readers to the truth that an opinion exists
is to publish a letter by a resident. Obvious-
ly, the writers have agendas. Our goal is
not to endorse a position or even (pri-
marily) to serve the writer, but rather to

inform the reader about this viewpoint.
The reader might agree, or disagree (and
want to work against that opinion) — or
might just say, “Hmm. Food for thought.”

The Letters section fulfills other func-
tions too, and I also tire of the negativity.
Without promising to do so forever, I have
in recent times put positive or thank-you
letters first (for very recent municipal gov-
ernment examples, see “Thanks for the
Summit Woods improvements,” Septem-
ber 24, p. 6 and “Thank you, PSO Michael,”
September 10, p. 6). Even in this opinion
section of the paper (just one of many total
sections), I am not obsessed with negativ-
ity.

On the news front, I, too, love having
children, including young athletes, in the
paper. Look at an example from just last
week: “Westmount Soccer Club’s U-16 girls
triumph” (p. 12).

Also on the news front, we cover a great
many positive and celebratory city events,
including page-one coverage of a previous
150th celebration, i.e. a cocktail and per-
formance night at Victoria Hall (February
27, p. 1). Must we cover them all, or be
deemed negative or biased by the city?

Specific examples

Regarding the two specific examples
that the mayor brings up, I do not recall
and cannot find in my inbox a press release
or press invitation to the 150th tea or the
recent sports banquet; nor had I been sent
the list of the recent sports season’s
winners when I received her email. The
city has many, many events (e.g. sports
events, library gatherings, lectures and
consultations, including very local ones).
We can’t cover them all, nor do I want to.
When the city wants to highlight one, it
should alert us. Yes, the city sent its own
photos of these events, and we can and do
run other people’s photos all the time, but
it is not my preference for the bulk of the
paper.

In my view, while coverage is not auto-
matic or guaranteed, the city did not put
its best foot forward last month, but I have
no desire to punish children for this city-
newspaper malentendu. After the mayor’s
email, I reached out to Sports & Rec and
asked for the sports banquet winners. They
quickly replied — thank you — and the win-
ners are listed on p. 25.

One last question for you, dear reader:
[s this kind of email from the chief elected
official of a jurisdiction to a newspaper edi-
tor appropriate? Good?

David Price is the editor of
the Independent.
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Restoring trust: Presuming good intentions in public service

Councillor’s
column

ANITRA BosTock
DisTRICT 5

When we decided to run for city council,
we did so out of a desire to give back to the
community that has given us so much.
Many of us grew up here, participated in
programs, coached sports teams, worked
in the community, contributed to commu-
nity initiatives, bought our homes here and
raised our families here. We ran because

we wanted to serve and contribute to a
place we deeply care about.

What we didn’t anticipate when we were
elected was having our integrity ques-
tioned at every turn.

We didn’t expect to be accused of having
hidden agendas or to face personal criti-
cism and harassment, no matter how
openly or honestly we worked.

None of us could have predicted the
unprecedented challenges of governing
during a pandemic. And we certainly didn’t
foresee people twisting our words, spread-
ing lies or even resorting to actions like
leaving garbage on our lawns, yelling at
our children, or making a trip to the groc-

City collects desirable, undesirable goods
Fo == - e M« . "

%

From left, public safety officer William Lamontagne, parks cadet Emma Eillison and public safety
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ery store a challenge.

For months, we’ve had to sit through
council meetings, enduring baseless accu-
sations that often border on harassment.
In any other professional setting, this kind
of behaviour would be considered unac-
ceptable, but it seems that in public service,
such actions are tolerated, if not encour-
aged.

When negative toxic rhetoric, distrust
and personal attacks dominate, it drives
away those who genuinely care about their
communities from leadership roles. If we
let this continue, it’s only a matter of time
before the only people left running for
office are those who thrive on conflict or
pursue personal interests — people whose
decisions may not reflect the needs of the
entire community.

Okay to disagree

It's important to recognize that it’s okay
to disagree with a decision. In fact, healthy,
productive debate is crucial to the demo-
cratic process. Constructive discussions
around differing opinions allow us to
explore diverse perspectives and find better
solutions for the community. What is not
okay is turning disagreements into per-
sonal attacks or spreading misinformation.

We can debate issues respectfully without
undermining integrity.

We often hear people say, “I don’t know
how you do it,” after watching council
meetings where we are publicly berated for
hours or seeing us endure false accusa-
tions in social settings, even at funerals. It
makes people who care think twice about
stepping up to serve.

We need to reflect as a community on
how we treat each other, especially those
in public service. We need to believe in the
goodness of people and stop assuming
there’s always a hidden agenda. Simply put,
we need more humanity in how we engage
with one another and in how we treat those
who dedicate themselves to serving our
community.

It is a privilege to work alongside the
many dedicated and hard-working mem-
bers of the city staff who serve our com-
munity with integrity and passion. We
should all be grateful for their contribu-
tions and the vital role they play in making
our city a better place.

Let’'s remember to presume good inten-
tions as we move forward, re-building a
sense of mutual respect and appreciation
for everyone working to make our commu-
nity thrive.

VILLE DE | CITY OF

WESTMOUNT

COLLECTE DES ORDURES

officer Julie Noiret work at Public Security’s first collection of clothing, warm blankets and other
items at the city’s semi-annual household hazardous collection on September 28 in the library’s
parking lot. The donations were to be sorted and delivered to the Resilience shelter at the former
site of McDonald’s and Miso restaurant near Cabot Square.

> b o
Cars lined up most of the day on September 28 for the city’s hazardous waste collection in the
library parking lot.

AUX DEUX SEMAINES

D’octobre a mai, la collecte des ordures aura lieu toutes les DEUX (2)
semaines pour les maisons unifamiliales et les immeubles de 2 a 8 logements.

Les résidus alimentaires et le recyclage sont collectés chaque semaine
alannée.

BIWEEKLY
WASTE COLLECTION

From October to May, garbage will be collected every TWO (2) weeks for
single family homes and buildings of 2 to 8 units.

Food waste and recyclilng is collected weekly throughout the year.

[=]

TELECHARGEZ VOTRE CALENDRIER D’HORAIRE DE COLLECTE :
westmount.org/ordures

DOWNLOAD YOUR COLLECTION SCHEDULE CALENDAR:
westmount.org/garbage
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ADVERTISEMENTS SHOULD
BE CLEARLY MARKED

There continues to be a lot of debate
about dog regulations in Summit Woods,
some of which has played out in the pages
of this newspaper. On p. 7 of the Septem-
ber 17 issue, I saw a full-page commentary
on the situation in Summit Woods that
ended with a request for money. As print-
ed, it wasn't clear to readers whether the
commentary in question was editorial con-
tent or a paid advertisement. With experi-
ence as a journalist and communication
professor, I know how important it is for
media organizations to make careful dis-
tinctions between the two. May I suggest
that in future issues you would best serve
the public interest by clearly labelling paid
content as an “advertisement”?

I have also noticed that, in past issues
(e.g., April 30, p. 3), the labeling of certain
content as “opinion” is separated from the
actual content. Would it not be more in line
with journalistic standards to clearly label
opinion pieces as such immediately after
the article’s byline?

It might seem like I'm being overly criti-
cal for a local newspaper, but the West-
mount Independent serves a really impor-
tant role in our community. Given the evi-
dent public interest and the demands

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!
You NEep To CALL

ZD URI Eml:.

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

REFERRED FOR A REASON

LETTERS TO

placed on city officials, improving trans-
parency in these ways would be tremen-
dously helpful.

A11ssa SKk1AR, PH.D., UrPPER ROSLYN AVE.

Editor’s reply: Credentialism (“communica-
tion professor”) and condescension (“local
newspaper”) are not arguments, but, on my
side, I do see evidence present and absent
on p. 7 of our September 17 issue that make
it clear it to the general reader that the item
there is a paid advertisement. Any one of
these items would likely be enough to show
the page in question to be an ad. Together,
they allow for a conclusion that seems very
clear to me. (There have been and will be
minor exceptions to the practices refer-
enced below, but they are rare and explain-
able. The exceptions prove the rule. And a
newspaper is not a court of law focused on
perfect consistency anyway.)

What is present in this ad, but not in
our content? 1) An illustration in the top
right corner showing generic people and
trees. We do not illustrate or decorate
stories with pre-made images. Our images
are generally either relevant photographs
by the journalist or pertinent custom items
(photos, architects’ drawings etc..) taken
from other sources, with credit. 2) The ad
is “signed” by a group, Sauvons Summit
Woods, which is also mentioned in line 1
of its text. Our material is generally signed
by people (who might also represent
groups), whether it is letters, articles (ex-
cept very brief ones), opinion columns or
editorials. 3) The advertisement has a
prominently displayed QR code, which we
have never run inside our content (i.e.
news articles, columns, letters). Similarly,
the group’s Facebook page and email
address are prominently displayed in a
bolded, centred paragraph at the bottom.
We don’t do that inside content, not even
editorials. That “call to action” conclusion
has the layout of an ad, unsurprisingly,
because the page is one. 4) The ad further
uses a variety of advertising-esque layout
techniques: e.g. a black frame around the

THE EDITOR

whole ad, the bullet points in column 2,
the loose typesetting, the division of the
top of the page into a two-column header,
which left room for the illustration.

The page is obviously an interest group’s
ad (another tip-off: it is asking for money),
is obviously not by one of our opinion
writers (whose columns have names promi-
nently displayed in rectangles, usually with
the columnist’s name and photo), is
obviously not a guest column (which are
labelled as such) and is obviously not a part
of the Letters to the Editor section on the
facing page, which looks very, very different
(and which continues from p. 6 to p. 8, skip-
ping the ad on p. 7 altogether, with a clear
notice of doing so).

What is absent from this ad, but present
in our content? 1) A byline or sign-off,
except for very brief pieces. 2) Four col-
umns of text. 3) Our precise font at its con-
stant size.

Lastly, we do have articles or columns
that fit perfectly onto one page from time
to time, but they don't look so tidy, so ad-
vertisement-y. — DP.

NEWSPAPER EMBRACES
GENOCIDE MACHINE

Interesting to see our usually apolitical
local paper embrace the Israeli genocide
machine and its domestic supporters (see
September 17: “1 Wood resident adds
‘intimidation’ to complaints,” p. 4 and
“Federation CJA’s March to Jerusalem
returns after 10-year hiatus,” p. 12). Seems
that those who have the temerity to dem-
onstrate against extreme rightists like Net-
anyahu, Ben-Giver [sic] and company
should be stopped from doing so because
they make too much noise and may hurt
people’s feelings.

Perhaps you should stick to pumping
up local real estate and stay out of topics
you obviously know nothing about.

RicHARD SwiIFT, MELVILLE AVE.

Editor’s reply: I see no bias in the two news
stories mentioned, which happen to be by

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261 E :

M3 online
appointments
now available!

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

different reporters. Even if you dislike the
views explained in, or people interviewed
for, those articles, you are now informed
about them, which information you can
use to advocate for your cause.

Would you rather think — erroneously —
that everyone thought like you?

More broadly, coverage of an event is
not endorsement of it. If so, we would be
in an incomprehensible position in this
debate (and many others) since we have
covered demonstrations by both sides (e.g.,
from the very first days of this phase of the
dispute: October 17, 2023, p. 8 & 9). The
goal of news is to inform both the neutral
person and the partisan. What they do with
that information is on them.

While the Israeli-Palestinian dispute
has many, many details (like most topics
when you delve into them), it is not eso-
teric or hard to “know something about,”
to echo your phrase. If events related to
complex international issues happen in
Westmount or to Westmounters, we will
cover them when we find them of interest
to our readers. — DP.

PROTECT RESIDENTS FROM
PROTESTS’ BLOCKED STREETS,
NOISE, INSULTS

In Westmount and in Montreal, neither
mayor is doing her job.

This is certainly not the way of West-
mount — not to protect residents from an-
other weekly visit from a gang yelling angry
distorted insults and waving oversized
Palestinian flags in our faces [in front of the
Israeli consulate at 1 Westmount Square],
interrupting our lives, blocking our streets,
keeping us from entering our homes and
horrifying us with their bad behaviour.

This is not the world we all knew. We
are told by our Westmount mayor to call
the Montreal mayor, who has done nothing
for the last year about this situation! (Just
like the Westmount mayor.) Both have
done nothing!

We did not invite this unruly crowd here
to protest and scream insults into their
megaphones at our community! We ask why
you are giving them a permit to do this?*

We, the many residents and businesses,
did not invite them here. We (and I am not
alone) recommend you DO NOT give
them a permit to encroach on us! It’s up
to you to prevent this and don’t blame the
police. They are doing exactly what you are
telling them to do.**

SusaN STEIN, WoOD AVE.

Editor’s notes: *I caution readers not to
assume that a permit has been granted
when they see a protest. As I wrote in our
September 13, 2022 issue (p. 13) and which
I still believe to be true: “I asked [about a
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permit for a protest from that year|. There
was no permit issued by Station 12 on
Stanton St. for the August 10 [2022] dem-
onstration in Westmount. It is my impres-
sion, after talking to our police reporter
Martin Barry, that many demonstrations
take place without permits. So, as a matter
of analysis, not approval (or disapproval)
by me: I encourage readers (1) not to as-
sume that a permit has been issued be-
cause they see a demonstration in prog-
ress, and (2) not to expect the police to try
to terminate a protest because it does not
have a permit. Readers are, of course, free
to criticize this state of affairs and advocate
for another, in these pages or elsewhere.”

**Please note that the Westmount
mayor does not control the Montreal
police. — DP.

LITTLE-KNOWN PROVINCIAL
BILL ALLOWS FOR AUXILIARY
DWELLING UNITS

Quebec recently passed Bill 31, introduc-
ing certain modifications to housing and
zoning regulations across the province.
Among these changes, adopted in February
2024, is Article 94, a provision requiring
municipalities to allow auxiliary dwelling
units (ADUs) — commonly referred to as

LARGE

LUXURIOUS

THE EDITOR

granny flats or in-law suites — in all
detached, single-family homes, providing
they comply with all other existing munici-
pal zoning and building regulations.

This measure allowing ADUs took
effect in late August 2024 and will remain
in place until at least August 2029.

For Westmount residents, this means
that homeowners of detached, single-
family houses can now incorporate one
additional dwelling with a separate en-
trance — whether through home exten-
sions, basement conversions, or subdivid-
ing an existing interior space. This offers
a practical solution for multigenerational
living or providing affordable rental units,
all while respecting Westmount’s existing
zoning rules.

One advantage of this law is its ability
to address diverse housing needs, includ-
ing those of our aging population. Seniors
looking to downsize can create a smaller,
more manageable living space while re-
maining in their community. Additionally,
families can use ADUs to house elderly
parents, affording care and independence
under one roof.

It’s important to note that all existing
Westmount regulations,
including parking require- continued on p. 21

..................
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Another rally planned for Oct. 7 anniversary of Hamas attack

Pro-Palestine, pro-Lebanon protesters denounce Israel in front of consulate

By JENNIFER BALL

A large assembly of pro-Lebanese and
pro-Palestinian protestors were in West-
mount, and they had a one-finger message
for Israel. Or at least to an Israeli flag car-
rier present at the 1 Wood Ave. condomin-
iums, whose balcony loomed high above
them.

The cohort had marched from down-
town Montreal on September 28 and start-
ed filing into the crossing of Wood Ave.

and St. Catherine St. at 4 pm, with their
destination being the Israeli consulate’s
building at 1 Westmount Square. Many
such protests have occurred in the last year,
but not all of them have been covered by
the Independent.

It was a different mix of protestors than
when the Independent first reported on
largely pro-Palestinian protests immedi-
ately after Hamas’ October 7 attack on
Israel (e.g. October 17, 2023, p. 9).

Last weekend, there were a roughly

DESIGN LOUIS GEORGE

Immerse vourself in

Quality =
Sleepwh

F’romo Code REVE24

Select Cuddledown and
Design Louis George
duvets, pillows and linens
for a limited time

*Certain restrictions and exceptions apply.
Offer cannot be combined with other promotions or previous purchases.

A VOTRE SERVICE

*

LORRI FAUGHNAN

courtier immobilier résidentiel & commercial

To Buy and Sell

514.715.6201

lorrifaughnan@gmail.com
lorrifaughnan.ca

RE/MAX Action - WESTMOUNT

NO ONE IN THE WORLD

*

even number of pro-Lebanon and pro-
Palestine protestors.

According to widespread media reports,
Israel has drastically intensified its cam-
paign against Hezbollah in Lebanon over
the past two weeks.

The National Post reported September
26 that another rally is planned at West-
mount Square for Monday, October 7, the
one-year anniversary of Hamas’ attack, cit-
ing a group’s Instagram post.

The article also mentioned a planned
rally for Saturday, October 5.

Protesters frequently decline to comment

While their local spokespeople had
microphones to amplify their messages,
almost all protesters outside 1 Westmount
Square were mum when asked to com-
ment by the Independent on why they show-
ed up.

One woman declined to answer ques-
tions, but said “I have done so for another
interview [that appeared in another media
outlet] and my comment was quoted pretty
well, but the article around it was extremely
biased, so I would rather not give my voice
anymore.”

Layel (who declined to indicate whether
that is her first name or surname) said, “I
am Palestinian-Lebanese, and my family
has been bombarded yesterday as well as
many other people and we want this
invasion to stop...It is really horrible to be
bombed every day...

“I am 50 years old, and I was living on
the [Lebanon-Israel] border in 1974. This is
nothing new. We have been attacked with
missiles and they have been killing people
since forever...We just want to live in
peace.”

A Lebanese man, who told the Indepen-
dent that he had to remain anonymous,
said he was there because, “..there are
already more casualties than there were in
2006, and my fear is that it is just going to

*

Protestors, including one holding a sign saying:
“Our martyrs aren’t numbers — Long live the
resistance,” on Wood Ave. near St. Catherine on
September 28.

keep escalating.”

He was referring to the 2006 Israel-
Lebanon war, which was a 34-day armed
conflict in Lebanon and northern Israel.

“The whole country [of Lebanon] is
already in an economic crisis, so no one
needs a war!”

Communicating with the crowd was a
person from the 1 Wood condominiums,
who waved the Israeli flag from a Wood
Ave. balcony for several minutes before
leaving it draped over a railing.

The protestors on the street had a word-
less reaction: a middle finger. No words
required.

JUST LISTED Brlght & spacious 1,289 sq ft apartment steps to McGlll & Mount Royal
406 Pine Avenue W #66 | $615,000 | C# 9987927

SELLS MORE THAN
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542 AV. LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT 476 AV.MOUNTAIN , WESTMOUNT 652 AV. MURRAY HILL, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 4+1 BATHS | $3,998,000 6 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,695,000 4 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $2,545,000

Sl o - o e Pt

4315 AV. MONTROSE, WESTMOUNT 4822 BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE 0., WESTMOUNT 337 AV. GROSVENOR, W 12 AV. BURTON, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $2,498,000 442 BEDS, 3+2 BATHS | $2,475,000 4 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $2,195,000 3+1BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $1,850,000

NEWLY PRICED

4212 BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE O.#1, WESTMOUNT 271 AV. MELVILLE, WESTMOUNT 388 AV. OLIVIER #12, WESTMOUNT
2 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $1,148,000 4+1 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $1,090,000 4 BEDS, 2 BATHS | $895,000 2 BEDS, 1+1 BATHS | $750,000

1303 Av. Greene #500, Westmount, QC H3Z 2A7 | Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
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Strathcona street party brings together residents of all ages

BY LAUREEN SWEENEY Bruno who took the photo.

“We had amazing warm weather, which
is quite a change after last year’s cold Sep-
tember,” said Faten Hodroge, who organ-
ized the event with Alicia Hamilton. “We
had a large pot luck table, marshmallows

The annual street party on Strathcona
took place September 15 as part of a tradi-
tion that began in 2008 and also involved
residents of Springfield, including Diana

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.

4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 comer Grosvenor

All makes
all model "

rire L All mechanical

o> & body work,
for October _including

tire changes.

e All services maintain
your warranty

e Pick-up/drop-off available
514-932-1554

and barbecue, which were quite popular
with the young ones. The oldest member
on our street (in her 80s) organized a race
for the youngest kids, as we all watched
and applauded them.”

PHOTO couRrTESY OF D. BRUNO.

“The event has seen a large turnover on
our street and it is heartwarming to see so
many new kids, new friendships and the
newcomers embracing our street party
tradition,” explained Doug Hamilton.
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MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

KNOWLTON

4700 sq.ft. concrete home
5 bedrooms 3% baths - 10 ft. ceiling
1% acres of manicured land
$898,000 - MLS # 21162209

Melissa@groupemackay.com
450 328 5894 | 514 884 6850

Painting | Decoration & Finishing
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STUART
DEARLOVE

www.stuartdeariove.com

Standard & Restorative Painting
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

@ 514-994-3187

: sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09

1 OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE
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A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY PROPERTIES

ACCEPTED OFFER

$1,995,000*

*with conditions

FLORALIES 3 - DOWNTOWN CCEUR DE LA CITE 1 - DOWNTOWN PORT-ROYAL - GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

UPPER DUPLEX | RECENTLY RENOVATED NEW LOWER DUPLEX | OPEN-PLAN LAYOUT

e

$1,449,000

. $1,149,000

AV. CANTERBURY - OUTREMONT ADJACENT AV. CANTERBURY - OUTREMONT ADJACENT TERRASSES TRAFALGAR - WESTMOUNT ADJ SANCTUAIRE - OUTREMONT ADJACENT

ACCEPTED OFFER

il

SPACIOUS | SWIMMING POOL BEAUTIFUL INTERIORS | GARDEN & POOL

$3,399,000*

*with conditions

RUE DUFFERIN - HAMPSTEAD AV. VIVIAN - TOWN OF MOUNT-ROYAL MERTON CRESCENT - HAMPSTEAD

LUXURY REAL ESTATE HAS A NAME

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT

MYPAINT.CA - 514933 5888 - f in

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE - REAL ESTATE AGENCY INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED / MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER
HALL OF FAME ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.) NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUEBEC 2018, 2017,2016,2015,2012,2011,2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001
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Sotheby’s ’ Québec

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

A LEGACY OF
EXCELLENCE

As a record-breaking team that has set historic benchmarks for
Canadian real estate, Kaufman Group showcases your home to
quality buyers locally and internationally. By offering our clients
the opportunity to work with the partner of their choosing, while
benefiting from the expertise of our team as a whole, it allows
us to offer the highest level of service, discretion and marketing,
regardless of your home size, neighbourhood or price point.

Over

BILLION DOLLARS

in sales volume’

Highest sale ever in Québec

N Highest sale ever in Westmount
gﬁg MAN Highest sale ever in Hampstead

514.379.1333 KAUFMANGROUP.CA

Liza Kaufman - Certified Real Estate Broker, Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK. Real estate agency. “As per Centris 2020. ‘As per Centris. **As per Centris April 2024.
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311 Av. Metcalfe, Westmount

$3,799,000
MLS 19990172

4293 Av. Montrose, Westmount

$2,495,000 - RECENTLY REDUCED
MLS 9842457

17 Av. Forden, Westmount
$7,400,000

Exclusive

42 Ch. Anwoth, Westmount

$3,050,000 - RECENTLY REDUCED
MLS 22630273

5379 Av. Notre-Dame-de-Grace, N.D.G

$2,198,000 - RECENTLY REDUCED
MLS 28640109

3200 Av. de Trafalgar, Westmount

$6,998,000
MLS 28220305

1485 Sherbrooke O., Apt. 5B, Ville-Marie

$2,895,000
MLS 26628752

383-385 Av. Grosvenor, Westmount

$1,995,000
MLS 16269829

807 Av. Lexington, Westmount

$3,995,000
MLS 11670782
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Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in June, 2024, gleaned from city transfer
tax data. A list of sales can be found on p. 19.

Westmount’s real estate market fell
back slightly in June property transfers, but
there are faint glimmers of hope as the vol-
ume returned close to normal and 10 of the
14 sale prices were over $2 million, the first
time that has happened since January of
2023, when five of seven surpassed that
mark.

For the first half of the year, though,
only 50 one and two-family houses have
sold, the lowest volume since we began
keeping records in 1972.

The first six months of 1976 — Olympic
year — registered 52, the next-lowest. The
average for the last 10 years is 77.8 sales.

Highest price among the registrations
was a relatively modest $3,715,000 for a

JAnne-Murle
Larve

514 862-7718 5'I4 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

June transfers: Gllmmers of hope

large detached home at 537 Grosvenor
Ave., just below Cote St. Antoine, while the
lowest price involved a house just a block
away, as 505 Victoria Ave. went for
$1,710,000, some 23.1 percent below its
municipal valuation, the biggest mark-
down of the month.

The biggest mark-up, on the other
hand, was 38.1 percent as 642 Murray Hill
sold for $2,590,000, while evaluated at
$1,874,800.

Overall, the 14 sale prices totalled
$33,325,000 for property with a total valu-
ation of $32,029,400, thus an average price
of $2,380,357 and an average mark-up of
just four percent.

For the year so far, the average West-
mount single-family price is $2,637,235
and the average mark-up is 5.4 percent.
Still, five of the 14 sales registered prices
below valuation while the other nine at
least cleared parity, while in May the over/
under score was exactly even at 6/6.

Condos picking up?
Westmount’s condominium market

PROFUSION l*urht‘

5 R = I

SMOOTH
SAILING

SOFIA
STAVRIDIS
514 778 3427

642 Murray Hill Ave.

appears to be picking up, with five sales in
June adding to only one in May and three
in April, bringing the total for the second

537 Grosvenor Ae.

% Adj Westmount
| 4608 Michel Bibaud
4 MLS #28569791

Ground floor plus basement 2+1 bdr,
+office, 2 bath divided condo. Very
large rooms, over 2,300 sf of space.
Terrace, perennial garden and a garage.
A/C, newer windows, well upgraded.
Superb location. i
$1,150,000

Ron Benveniste
- 514.942.9352

Toujours disponible a répondre a vos questions
Always available to answer your questions
RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

RE/MAX

quarter of 2024 to nine, after a first quarter
of only four condo sales.

The highest price in June was a stun-
ning $4,600,000 for a 21st-floor penthouse
at Chiteau Westmount Square, among the
largest condominiums in the city.

Only one of the June condos sold for
less than $1 million, a third-floor apart-
ment at 4410 St. Catherine St., which sold
for $640,000.

For the second quarter, the average
mark-up was 9.51, up from a 7.5-percent
mark-down in the first quarter, which
brought the year’s average to just 2 percent,
lower than for one- and
two-family homes.

..................

19 Stayner St.
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Bought & Sold — real estate transfers in June 2024

ADDRESS VENDOR PRrICE 2023 VAL RATIO (%)
460 Clarke Jeffrey Segal $2,380,000 $2,587,100 -8.0%
444 Elm Lynda Feldman $2,280,000 $2,207,600 3.3%
537 Grosvenor Alexandre Hersans & Christel Hersans $3,715,000 $3,692,200 0.6%
347 Kensington estate Lillian Abusz $1,825,000 $2,235,100 -18.3%
497 Mountain David Brownstein & Ann Gilad $2,525,000 $2,376,000 6.3%
642 Murray Hill Anuja Singh $2,590,000 $1,874,800 38.1%
473 Prince Albert Jasmin Uhthoff & Andrew Robb $1,780,000 $1,720,600 3.5%
613 Roslyn Katherine Garbarino, Kristofer Avakian & Carrie Kastner $2,710,000 $2,323,400 16.6%
89 Sunnyside Evelyn Jerassy $2,415,000 $2,003,300 20.6%
24 Thornhill 3036901 Canada Inc. $1,795,000 $1,816,500 -1.2%
789 Upper Belmont Allan Sandler & Loredana Bucci $2,250,000 $2,329,200 -3.4%
505 Victoria Mark Andrews & Tanya Steinberg $1,710,000 $2,224,700 -23.1%
609 Victoria Rebecca McCaig & Tyson Hubley $2,700,000 $2,239,200 20.6%
613 Victoria Sovack Enterprises Ltd. $2,650,000 $2,399,700 10.4%
CONDOMINIUMS

200 Lansdowne #706 Marie-Josée Rousseau & Francis Dupuis $1,100,000 $1,083,400 1.5%
4175 St. Catherine # 302 Michelle Greenberg & Michael Breaman $1,725,000 $1,194,900 44.4%
4175 St. Catherine #2102 estate Anna Brojde $4,600,000 $3,745,700 22.8%
4410 St. Catherine #3D Sha Hu & Chunmei Lu $640,000 $682,600 -6.2%
1 Wood # 501 Jeannette Fainboim $1,950,000 $2,189,500 -10.9%

continued on p. 23

CHATEAU WESTMOUNT

5

9 Av. Roxborough, 121 Rue Finchley, 4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O., #801 320 Rue Dufferin, 56 Rue Turgeon,
Westmount Hampstead Westmount Hampstead Le Sud-Ouest

1Av. Wood, # 804, 5710 Av.Smart, 6565 Ch. Collins, # 904 1947 Rue Baile, 5788 Av.Blossom,
Westmount Cote-Saint-Luc Céte-Saint-Luc Ville-Marie Céte-Saint-Luc

Real Estate Broker
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Place Kensington centenarian attended Lenin’s funeral

Sarah Small remembers Moscow, Depressmn era immigrant experience

By JENNIFER BALL

For one centenarian, it is up in the air
if the world is a better place now than it
was over a century ago.

Sarah Small was born on June 30, 1922
in Moscow just after the Russian Revol-
ution of 1917, which was one of the most
explosive political events of the 20th cen-
tury.

The violent revolution marked the end
of the Romanov dynasty. Economic hard-
ship, food shortages and government cor-
ruption had all contributed to disillusion-
ment with Czar Nicholas II.

Small and her family lived within prox-
imity of Red Square in Moscow before they
emigrated in 1931 to Canada.

“As a child I loved it,” she told the Inde-
pendent on September 23.

She now resides at the Place Kensing-
ton seniors’ residence.

Jewish experience in Eastern Europe

Small was born into a Jewish family.

“One day, I knocked on my neighbour’s
door — I must have been about six — and
one of the children answered. She looked

at me and she said, “You're not one of us!'.. Sarah Small in her apartment in Place Kensington on September 23.

“I came back, and I asked my mother
‘What does that mean?” And she may or
may not have explained it to me, but I've
never forgotten that. So even at that time,
we were outsiders...

“I didn’'t know that being Jewish was so
different from everybody else.”

Small said her father wanted to go to
the United States after leaving Russia but
they would not let the family in. Upon
arriving in Canada in 1931, her family
worked as newsagents, including Small
and her younger sister.

“The Depression was difficult. My
father had no real profession. We were not
poor, but we weren't rich.”

Family life

Professionally, Small worked as a book-
keeper in Montreal before she got married.
She is mother to Gail Small, who is the
former CEO of Ometz, a Jewish social ser-
vices organization, and Dr. David Small, a
pulmonologist at the Jewish General Hos-
pital.

While being very proud of them per-
sonally, she said that she also thinks about
what her father would
have thought.

continued on p. 21
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“He — who came here as an emigrant,
ran a newsstand and sold newspapers out-
side in the cold — I think of how proud he
would be to see his grandchildren.”

When asked if the world has changed
for better or for worse in her lifetime,
Small said, “Right now, what is going on
in Israel and what is going on in the States,
I would say that it is horrible...

“Things are happening in the States
that absolutely shock me! That people can
be so cruel...

“It just seems to me that everybody is

angry.”
Regrets, longevity

Small is, yet again, not one of them. On
reflecting on her long life, she said that the
only regret she has is not taking up the
opportunity to go to university and explore
opportunities that she could have then
made her life’s work.

Then she shared an anecdote that
frames her longevity and well-lived life’s
continuance.

She was having dinner with her child-
ren and grandchildren and during the
dinner she regaled them with a story about
a funeral she had once attended of a very
famous person.

Her granddaughter picked up immedi-
ately on the deceased person’s surname
and asked, “Bubbe —you were at John Len-

non’s funeral?”
“No darling,” came Small’s response,
“Vladimir Lenin’s!”

Letters to the editor, cont'd from p. 11

ments, site coverage, set-backs, ceiling
heights and architectural integration must
still be respected. For now, this provision
applies exclusively to detached single-
family homes. New additional dwelling
units cannot be situated in a separate de-
tached building on the same lot, and each
residence is limited to one ADU.

The Westmount permits staff have con-
firmed these guidelines, and Councillor
Peart, commissioner of urban planning
and architecture, acknowledged the new
provincial Bill 31 at the September 10 coun-
cil meeting.

As we move forward, let’s hope our city
fully embraces the principles of Bill 31,
staying aligned with a 2015 council resol-
ution that committed to “responsibly
increase density.” This could be a crucial
step in addressing the housing needs of
our community while maintaining the
character of our neighbourhoods.

RicHARD DUFOUR, ANWOTH RD.

Selling Canada’s Most Quintessential Estates

NEW ON LAC TREMBLANT SOUTH | 342 ACRES OF LAND | $59,682,228™ | MLS 27071241
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Guardians of post-nuclear ginkgo saplings
walk for peace to recognize Peace Day

By JENNIFER BALL

The guardians of local ginkgo peace
saplings walked on September 19 in rec-
ognition of Peace Day (also known as
“World Peace Day” and “International Day
of Peace”) September 21.

All the places on the route are home to
ginkgo biloba saplings that were grown
from seeds from a gingko that emerged
from the ash in the aftermath of the atomic
bomb, which was dropped on Hiroshima,
Japan on August 6, 1945. (See August 23,
2022, p. 19 and November 28, 2023, p. 13
for previous coverage on this initiative.)

The guardians walking last month were
Natalie Kepka of Dawson College, Sister
Maura McGrath of Congrégation Notre
Dame, Dawid Jagiello of the Atwater Club,
Meaghan Scholefield of Selwyn House,
Rev. Neil Whitehouse of Westmount Park
United Church and Barbara Goode of the
Unitarian Church.

The pilgrimage was led by Whitehouse.
The peace pagoda on Dawson’s campus
was the starting point and the Unitarian
Church was the final stop on the peace
trail.

SMALLER
¥ NEST

ﬁ Downsizing

A gentle and personalized approach
in helping seniors relocate

Manage your entire move

Plan your new layout on computer
Empty an apartment or house
Sell/donate unwanted items
Arrange an estate sale
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc...
Arrange a moving company

Pack & unpack your moving boxes

QA

Set up your new smaller nest

(514) 808-4248
kathleen@smallernest.com
www.smallernest.com

All the trees along the pilgrimage route
are public and they are widely different in
size and maturity. They are growing at the
following locations:

« Dawson College: 3040 Sherbrooke,

« Congrégation Notre Dame: 2330 Sher-
brooke,

« Atwater Club: 3505 Atwater Ave.,

« Selwyn House School: 95 Céte St. Anto-
ine,

« Westmount Park United Church: 4695
de Maisonneuve Blvd.,

o The Unitarian Church: 5035 de Maison-
neuve Blvd.

Rev. Whitehouse encouraged the pil-
grims to touch the leaves of the tree, “so
that you have that physical connection to
the real story...

“This is more than symbolism...

“This tree is the progeny to the survivor
tree [in Hiroshimal.”

The pilgrimage included a class of Daw-
son students that walked from their cam-
pus along the route. At each location, the
guardians shared a message of peace.

Sister McGrath said, “I do stop every
morning, and I try to breathe in that
incredible resilience. I really feel very con-
nected.”

She read a passage from Gabriela Mis-
tral, a Nobel laureate from Chile, and she
focussed on the ones who suffer grievously
during war. Not just during the actual war
years, but for how ever long it takes to
repair their communities.

“We are guilty of many errors and many
faults, but our worst crime is abandoning
the children. Neglecting the fountains of
life...Many of the things that we need can
wait. The child cannot! Right now is the
time...”

Us versus others

Jagiello spoke about “us versus others,”
which, he felt, is so often an impetus for

Meaghan Scholefield with Selwyn House’s
gingko at 95 Cote St. Antoine.
war.

“I am Polish, and I grew up in commu-
nist Poland where I experienced a certain
regime. Then I lived in Germany, which
historically would be an enemy of Poland...
Then I lived in China where I experienced
another regime — or what we think of as a
regime...

“Throughout all these travels — and liv-
ing in all these different countries — people
are all the same. They all want the same
thing: they want a peaceful life, they want
to be successful, they want to be able to
feed their children and have a roof over
their heads.”

The fourth stop on the pilgrimage was
Selwyn House. There, Scholefield told the
Independent that their gingko tree punctu-
ates Remembrance Day services.

“Last year, my grade 4 class started
learning about ginkgoes and their signifi-
cance and about the history of this sapling
and the project in general...

“It is important to us and now the stu-
dents have [this tree as a reference to
peace].”

We compound medication

for your pet

Flavoured medicine, chosen format
(capsules, treats/pastes, liquids, creams).

It's not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI

pharmacie | pharmacy

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

Rev. Neil Whitehouse with the Westmount Park
United Church gingko at 4695 de Maisonneuve
Blvd. All photos September 19.

Outside his church, Rev. Whitehouse
recapitulated the potency of Peace Day.
“The objective is not to suggest solutions
to conflicts but to admit the human needs
they represent...

“The point would be to acknowledge the
pain and yearnings for peace and hold up
the resilience we find in nature, like the
ginkgo tree: to nourish hope.”

Sister Maura McGrath of Congrégation Notre
Dame with Ann Price, who is an exterior raised-
beds garden volunteer at Westmount Park
United Church.
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Guest column

The ‘legal’ erosion of the Canadian constitution... in italics

By CoLIN STANDISH

“Well, its italicized!” the member of par-
liament laughed.

This was their response to mine and
two colleagues’ insistence that the illegit-
imate and illegal modification of the Cana-
dian constitution this summer was of criti-
cal importance to the government of
Canada, the Liberal Party of Canada and to
all Canadians.

In my several courses on statutory inter-
pretation at Osgoode Hall [York University]
and Laval, I am at a loss to recall what
notable constitutional scholars Peter Hogg
and Henri Brun said of italics.

Legally irrelevant, as far as I know.

Constitution changed, for the worse

Silently, almost imperceptibly, the Cana-
dian constitution was detrimentally
changed over the summer. It seems to have
escaped public notice.

The department of Justice has amended
the official version of The Constitution Act,
1867 by inserting Bill 96’s controversial
amendment in italics:

“FUNDAMENTAL
ISTICS OF QUEBEC

“90Q.1. Quebecers form a nation.

“90Q.2. French shall be the only official
language of Quebec. It is also the common
language of the Quebec nation.”

The amendment proclaims a Quebec
nation in two distinct ways: “Quebecers

CHARACTER-

form a nation.” A sub-provincial, sub-
national ethno-linguistic group is a hith-
erto unknown concept of recognizing a
people as a nation in our constitutional
framework.

And, a “Quebec nation” recognizes it as
a province with a defined territory, defined
jurisdictions and legal status in the 1867
constitution. This territorializes the con-
cept of nationhood.

‘Nation’ is inserted into a constitution
with a binary power structure: the federal
government and provincial governments.
A “nation” is not contemplated in our con-
stitution.

Until now.

The Canadian constitution is being
amended willy-nilly by provincial legisla-
tion, under the false aegis of provincial
constitutions, as mentioned in section 45
of the 1982 Constitution.

The footnotes drafted by Canada’s de-
partment of Justice have actually sought to
give legal legitimacy to these changes:

These provisions aim to amend the con-

stitution of the province under the uni-

lateral amending procedure set out in

section 45 of the Constitution Act, 1982.

Bill 96, the Saskatchewan First Act and
Quebec’s Oath Act all fail to mention the
constitutional amending formula with
which they purport to add to the constitu-
tion.

We can thank the government of Can-
ada, minister of Justice Arif Virani and Lib-

eral MPs for inventing the legal rationale
for the legal Balkanization of Canada,
where no province has explicitly men-
tioned the Section 45 provincial amend-
ment process.

Though, it seems, the minister of Jus-
tice has not added Saskatchewan’s Section
3.1 to the Saskatchewan Act, which is con-
sidered an integral part of the Canadian
constitution due to its explicit incorpor-
ation in the 1982 constitution.

Provincial constitutions

Provincial constitutions do exist, little
talked about, and are a mix of local laws
(which can be considered quasi-constitu-
tional), unwritten rules from the United
Kingdom, the date of reception of British
common law and their jurisdictions under
the 1867 constitution. A province can uni-
laterally amend aspects of its internal con-
stitution, falling with the framework of the
Canadian constitution. However, until
2021, amendments to the written constitu-
tion outside the formal amending proce-
dures were unthinkable.

One of the constitutional amendments
reads as such:

In the Oath Act;

The Constitution Act, 1867 is amend-

ed by inserting the following section

after section 128:

“128Q.1. Section 128 does not apply to

Quebec.”

Such is the current day, largely un-

spoken, constitutional crisis:

« Our constitution is no longer inviolable,

« Provinces are carving out their own new
jurisdictions unilaterally,

« Quebec has a distinct legal status no
other province has,

« The Quebec and Canadian governments
have worked in concert on this initiative.

What is to stop Quebec, in the near or
distant future, from passing provincial
legislation stating:

The Constitution Act, 1867 is amended
by inserting the following section after sec-
tion 3:

“3Q.1. Section 3 does not apply to Que-

bec”

Thus, dissolving Quebec’s place as a
province in Confederation?

As it currently stands, politically and
legally, nothing.

This appears to be the intent.

When thinking of the modern state of
the Canadian nation, I sometimes reflect
on the famous stanza from T. S. Eliot’s
poem “The Hollow Men”:

This is the way the world ends

This is the way the world ends

This is the way the world ends

Not with a bang but a whimper.

These lines were italicized in Eliot’s
original poem.

If Canada ceases to exist at all or in its
current form, as appears to be the elite con-
sensus, let it go out with a “bang.”

Canada deserves more than a whimper.

I hope you will join me, and others, in
making a lot of noise.

Colin Standish is the co-leader of the
provincial Canadian Party.

ADDRESS
SHARE SALES

376 Redfern, 2.0526%
376 Redfern, 2.3974%
376 Redfern, 2.8239%
376 Redfern, 2.1263%
3459-63 St. Antoine, 39%

OTHER

19 Stayner
4420 St. Catherine, Suites #1 & #2
4493 Sherbrooke

Waluation is 2.0526% of $15,200,000. Exclusive use of Apt. 2.
2Valuation is 2.3974% of $15,200,000. Exclusive use of Apt.10.
3Valuation is 2.8239% of $15,200,000. Exclusive use of Apt. 12.

Bought & Sold — real estate transfers in June 2024 continued from page 19

VENDOR

Danielle Schwarz

Sarah Peyrebrune

Samuel Yaffe & Dana Carsley
Nicole Reid Workman

Jesse Hedge & Anne-Laure Piaraly

Investissement Kedo Inc.
174712 Canada Inc. (Jack Rothenberg, pres.)
Elayne Romoff

PRICE

$435,000
$565,000
$610,000
$460,000
$625,000

$4,000,000
$3,000,000
$1,150,000

4Valuation is 2.1263% of $15,200,000. Exclusive use of Apt. 33.
5Valuation is 39% of $1,213,800. Exclusive use of 3463 St. Antoine.
6Valuation is $1,774,500 for Suite #1, $945,100 for Suite #2. Also four parking spaces at 4410 St. Catherine.

2023 VaL RATIO (%)
$311,9951 39.4% (Apr)
$364,4052 55.0% (Apr)
$429,2333 42.1% (Apr)
$323,1984 42.3% (May)
$473,3825 32.0% (Jun)
$2,581,700 54.9%
$2,719,6006 10.3%
$982,400 17.1%

Dodge, June transfers, cont'd from p. 18

376 Redfern after-market begins

Also included in the most recent sales
were four shares of the five-storey apart-
ment building at 376 Redfern Ave., corner
Sherbrooke St., which finally succeeded in

selling all of the apartments to the tenants
earlier this year.

As a co-op building, the units are the
first to be sold since then, three in April
and one in May, all for well over the repre-
sentative valuation for their shares of the
building.

One other share-sale, for a flat at 3459-
63 St. Antoine St., sold in June for
$625,000, again a good 32 percent above its
proportional amount of the city tax value.

Among the “other” sales in June was the
small 11-unit apartment building at 19
Stayner St., at the very end of that street

and opposite Stayner Park, which sold
between companies for $4 million.

Two condominium offices in the made-
over building at 4420 St. Catherine St.,
home to Rothenberg & Rothenberg,
changed hands, as did a commercial build-
ing at 4493 Sherbrooke St.
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Westmount Soccer’s U-10 boys win silver at tourney

_ ZOUC IS T “Westmount Soccer Club’s intercity
& '(:C e| TR e boys U-10 D2 finished off their season in
S cErrm LR ‘J.r. ¢ O Desjardins Elganec sty}lle with a silver medal at the Trois Lacs
r serca e e o ictori
[HELS) Tournament,” parent Victoria Brown told

the Independent by email September 27.

“D2” means Division 2, which is just
below the highest division, D1. The U-10s
(under age 10) do not have a D1 team.

Twelve teams faced off'in a round-robin
format in subgroups of four on September
21. Westmount finished first in its group
and won its semi-final game the next day.
They lost in the final 0-2 against the St.
Laurent Orange Team “in a hard-fought
match.”

Concluded Brown: “Still, the boys left
the pitch with their heads held high, con-
fident in the knowledge of the enormous
progress they have made as a team this
year.”

The Westmount Soccer Club is inde-
pendent and distinct from the city’s Sports
and Rec. program.

Ll

First strike of Greene
bridge protector?

i & 4 P g LY : 2 % L i 1ot B 2 * AT 1 e { e LN ik e 1 -
From left, back row: coach Matt Ward and parent-coach Dan Roberts; middle row: Elliott Irvine, Jacob Roberts, Tomas Bolte, James Bailey, Jack
Giacomini, Carter Stroll, Ayoub Badawy and Sidney Shahin; front row: Leon Nataf, Micah Cusiac-Barr, Alistair White, Mika Huynh and James Brown.
Not pictured: player Iago Martello Cardarello. PHOTO COURTESY OF VICTORIA BROWN.

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

S) CONSTRUCTION ANGUS
STUART Jack D’Agostino

DEARLOVE 514-992-464'7 GENERAL CONTRACTOR

D’AGOSTINO

CONSTRUCTION

www.stuartdearlove.com jack.dagostino26@gmail.com Concrete and Cement Finish
Standard & Restorative Painting . . Brick Work - Stone work - Tuck Pointing
Plaster OExterior CORNICE repairs Window Sills - Chimneys
Stripping, Wood Finishing on roof overhang.

Interior & Exterior OExterior balconies and stairs. |AN S UTH E R LAN D

Spray Paint and Fine Finish

At about 3 pm September 27, the new southern
OFrench drains and Www.constructionangus.com protective beam of the Greene rail bridge below

n 514-994-3187 @ water infiltration. angusconstruction83@gmail.com Dorchester sustained what was, to the Indepen-
9 9 ) dent's knowledge, its first truck strike.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANDREW BERKLEY.
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o el 514 262 3320
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Westmount Sports and Recreation’s
Semi-Annual Awards Night— Spring/Summer 2024

Held SEPTEMBER 4 at Victoria Hall.

SPORTSMANSHIP & MOST
IMPROVED award for BASEBALL
CLINIC: Bassam Masri  Jacob
Tarshis Trudeau

SPORTMANSHIP award for INTER
COMMUNITY BASEBALL LEAGUE:
Joseph Halperin « William Nesbit

MOST IMPROVED award for INTER
COMMUNITY BASEBALL LEAGUE:
Isaac Urman  Oscar Dorfman

MOST IMPROVED award for FLAG
FOOTBALL: Henry San Gregorio
Thomas Rodriguez « Aya Karam
Okawa « Zev Shahin

MOST IMPROVED award for
ULTIMATE FRISBEE: Agastya Hooja
Rachel Li

GIRLS U14/16 SOCCER CHAMPIONS:
Team Vancouver (Abigail Iny, Alice
Klein, Aria Prupas, Bianca Martella,
Gayoon Han, Halia Souweine, Kyara
Sakura Chalabi Midani, Leonie Duffar,
Lexi Pathy, Lorena Mandri Lugo,

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Autumn Yard Work

Garden cleaning, Leaves, Weeding, Watering plants, Mail Pickup.
514-294-5562.

House Cleaning Service

Regular Residential Cleaning Services, damage insurance
$2,000,000, some availabilities for the fall and winter season,
professional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.

Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and
references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

Caregiver Available

Responsible, compassionate caregiver. Experienced in long- and
short-term assignments. After hospitalization care, rehab
assisted care. Bathing, groomin% feeding, light cooking and
accompany to appointments. References available, please call
514-337-7304.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

514-664-6138

Buy locally to sell locally

Romy Lalonde, Rytedj Belarbi, Sabrina

Guay, Sophie Hediard, Willa
Garschagen). Coach: Isaac Souweine.

SPORTSMANSHIP awards for GIRLS

U14/16 SOCCER: Rytedi Belarbi « Lina

Khalifa

BOYS U14/16 SOCCER CHAMPIONS:
Team Uruguay (Ashton Virasith,
Boran Dong, Emanuel Rozhansky,
Felix Jaclot, Freddy Oldland, Gabriel
Brandt-Synnott, Hao Hu, Ivan Pell,
James Grise, Jiyu Han, Sacha Nataf,
Shimon Isaac Rozhansky, Spencer
Chu, Timothée Klein, Toby Dunn,
Tristan Kaulbach, William Depow).
Coaches: Nick Kaulbauch, Adrian
Dunn, Jeremy Oldland.

SPORTSMANSHIP awards for BOYS
U14/16 SOCCER: Felix Chadwick
« Timothée Klein

GIRLS U12/13 SOCCER CHAMPIONS:
Team Ottawa & Toronto (Alice Perras,
Anabel Abou Nassar, Anna
Muchantef, Cate Rylee Sophia
Sanggalang, Clara Bolton, Clara
Cheung, Clara Kano, Elise Crandall,
Esmeralda Anaita Assadi, Gabriella
Hamelin, Isabelle Ince-Cushman,
Leah Wesetvik, Marina Lavarenne,
Noémie Nataf, Olivia Jackson, Yanlin
Huang, Zoe Karamchandani, Antonia
Baez Guerra, Astrid Goth, Carolina
Mendez, Cecilia Chadwick, Eden
Commock, Elizabeth San Gregorio,
Eva Nahorniak, Flavia Silva Soto,
Gabrielle Korne, Kum Ying Chloe Ho,
Laurence Renauld, Lielle Lesk,
Mathilde Hediard, Sabrina Ullah,

Seo Yoon Lee, Sofia Azana Manrique,
Stella Morganstein, Tali Greenberg).
Coaches: Krystyna Blaikie, JC
Hamelin, William Nahorniak

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

SPORTSMANSHIP awards of U12/13
GIRLS SOCCER: Leah Wesetvik «
Sofia Azana Manrique

BOYS U12/13 SOCCER CHAMPIONS:
Team Italy (Alwaleed Saed Waleed
Abdul Kareem, Cristobal Cardot
Briceno, James Burhop, Joey Tang,
Leonardo Rojo de la Vega Rodriguez,
Lincoln Sala, Lucas Burhop, Mateo
Balsera, Matvii Shvyrlo, Oscar
Mendivil, Spencer Lewis, Theodore
Finch, William Schwartz, Xavier
Chavez-Rosado, Yujun Jang, Zev
Shahin). Coaches: Jose Rodriguez
Rojo de la Vega, Marco Palma

SPORTSMANSHIP awards of U12/13
BOYS SOCCER: Lucas Coblentz-
Soares « Lincoln Sala « Jake Grigsby
Gabriel Abdoo

GIRLS U10/11 SOCCER CHAMPIONS:
Team Charlottetown (Amelie Lopez
Ricaurte, Caroline San Gregorio,
Daphne Pickwoad, Emerie Garcia de
la Vega, Emma Speirs, Freya Irvine,
Harper Graye Hubley, Julia Moyal,
Lily Schwartz, Mina Lee, Sarah Ullah,
Vanessa Mendez Plata, Vassia Long,
Victoria Retter). Coaches: Sara
Lithwick, Scott Speirs

SPORTSMANSHIP awards of U10/11
GIRLS SOCCER: Jamie Li « Abigail
Waters « Julia Moyal « Tabatha
Salvador

BOYS U10/11 SOCCER CHAMPIONS
Team England (Alexander Perlman,
Bofang Zheng, Corey Zhengxin Li,
Geonmuk Lim, Henry Charby, Joes
Bijl, Louis Gill, Moses Hauerstock,
Mylow Jadoul, Nate Cohen, Nolan
Purdon, Oscar Vamos-Darwish,

Shea Martin-Shirreff, Zihang Zhang).

Coaches: Antonin Jadoul, Michael

Lamp Repairs

25 years'’ experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

 In-home service
* Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol
514-582-3906

Gill, Martine Biljl

Presentation of SPORTSMANSHIP
awards of U10/11 BOYS SOCCER:
Shea Martin-Shiffeff « Jude Guyot
« Minseong Choi « Elliot Irvine
« James RH Brown « Sebastian
Mendivil

GIRLS U8/9 SOCCER CHAMPIONS:
Team Granby (Alba Grassi Tropea,
Athena Desmarais, Aya Canel, Emma
Khazzam, Eve Schwartz, Hayley
Frenkiel, Keren Yeboue, Liora Van
Gelderen, Margot Pathy, Mia Hashida,
Mila Goldberg, Sarah Renaud, Sofia
Zarrabian, Vera Hirschl Nguyen).
Coaches: Adriana Embiricos, Jessica
Pathy, Yashar Zarrabian

SPORTSMANSHIP awards of U8/9
GIRLS SOCCER: Theya Ni Ogain
« Sophia Molson «Keren Yeboue
« Estelle Flynn Zamprelli

BOYS U8/9 SOCCER CHAMPIONS:
Team Switzerland (Arthur Chapheau,
Charles Khazzam, Eric Hudon, Hugo
Chemin, Jack Turcotte, Jacob Tarshis
Trudeau, Jun Song, Liam Aho, Liev
Potter, Luca Falsiroli, Simon Cohen,
Solomon Prupas). Coaches: Aren
Prupas, Daniel Khazzam

SPORTSMANSHIP awards of U8/9
BOYS SOCCER Alexander Hoffman
« Yubeen Kim . Vinicius Dos Santos
de Morais « Kieran Tinker « Jun Song
« Simon Mareek « Nikan Shayesteh
« Louis Donzé

OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP awards
Louis Donze « Jeremy Fattal
« Theodore Finch « Lucas Matthews
« Mikel Mauricio Osorio Castro
« Matteo Falsiroli

WOOD FINISHING
DOORS*FURNITURE*WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also -
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
*Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com
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Truffle purring on a lap

9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

A happy kittie, Truffle is quite cuddly
while she nestles on a lap for a snooze. In
foster care for the Montreal SPCA, Truffle
has shown great affection and playfulness
in her temporary home.

Presenting a beautiful sleek onyx
shaded short-haired coat with a white bib,
she is memorable for the stunning contrast
of her long white whiskers and large
amber eyes. A very healthy two-year-old,
Truffle is up to date with her inoculations,
spayed and microchipped.

If you would like more information on
her, please go swiftly to the Montreal SPCA
website at www.spca.com, scroll to her
information page from her identification
number, 2000132280, and click on the “Fill
out the form” black rectangle on the upper
right-hand side of the page. You will then
be able to provide contact information so
the adoption coordinators at the cattery can
get back to you in order to discuss your
interest and adoption for Truffle.

She is a wonderful young cat, a great

Southeast consultations, cont’d from p.1

Another highlight was ensuring that
new buildings fit into the surrounding
context while preserving local architecture.

The recent consultation process took
place as part of a special planning project
(SPP).

friend in the family and in the home.
Truffle is such a darling, she will bring joy
to all.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

This is to form part of the city’s master
plan regarding zoning and future develop-
ment, for which a zoning freeze in the sec-
tor has been in place pending the SPP (see
stories January 29, 2023, p. 1, and June 18,
2024, p. 1).

Details of the current highlights can be
found on the city’s Engage website.

Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

Yes, this affectionate and bright one-
year-old is at the Montreal SPCA pound.
Still a pup (as a Labrador is at that age),
Madeleine is ready for a new family as
soon as possible.

Please do not hesitate to adopt her as
she most adorable and very healthy. Made-
leine is up to date with her inoculations,
spayed and microchipped. Please go to the
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com,
then check on Madeleine’s information
page from her identification number,
2000189633.

Take this opportunity to plan your visit
to the Montreal SPCA as it is open every
day of the week, from Monday to Friday
from 3 pm to 8 pm, then Saturday and
Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm.

Itis located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West,
Cote des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4.

Go for a visit with Madeleine and an
onsite discussion with regard to adoption
with the counsellors. If all goes right, she
can happily join you on the car ride home.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

The western, left, and eastern Tupper parking lots on September 27. They are located between
Greene, Dorchester, St. Catherine and Atwater and are owned by the city.

Taking Madeleine
home from
the pound

PHOTOS: INDEPENDENT.
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CrowdChange software appears to have glitched

Westmount’s Terry Fox run
fundraising target more than doubled
but not by the run’s organizer

By JENNIFER BALL

The Westmount Terry Fox run fundrais-
ing target was raised from $3,000 to $8,000
just days before the charity sporting event
—and not by the run’s organizer.

The Independent reported on August 27
that the Westmount Terry Fox run objec-
tive was to raise $3,000, of which $725 had
already been pledged (see August 27, p. 10
for original story).

Shortly before the event, which took
place on September 15 at the Westmount
Athletic grounds between Hallowell Ave.
and Hillside Lane, the fundraising target
was increased to $8,000.

Rookie run-organizer Marina Carrica-
buru Ortiz — who had only a month to or-
ganize the event — told the Independent on
September 15 that “I didn’t [increase the
fundraising goal]l. Somebody else did. I
don’t know if it is automatic or whether
they [changed the webpage].”

The day before the run, $2,400 had been
raised and on September 17, two days after,
Carricaburu Ortiz indicated that she had
raised a little over $5,000.

The Independent reached out to the
Terry Fox Foundation on September 17. It
was asked to review the webpage associ-
ated with Westmount’s Terry Fox run,
run.terryfox.ca/69779, to explain.

On September 20, Lyne Benoit, director
of Quebec, community and school runs,
said that the increase was caused by a prob-
lem with the platform they use for dona-
tions.

“This was simply a problem with Crowd
change [sic] and this was fixed since.”

According to CrowdChange’s website,
it is a portal for fundraising and donor
management that lists over 800 entities
who are clients, including the Heart and
Stroke Foundation of Canada and Special
Olympics Canada.

In 2014, Gartner, Inc. an American tech-
nological research and consulting firm
based in Stamford, Connecticut, acquired
the company.

The software aims to be an all-in-one
fundraising solution that helps organiza-
tions create campaigns. The Independent
reached out to CrowdChange on September
25 to enquire how — to Benoit’s statement
—its product could result in a fundraising
target increase.

There was no response by the Indepen-
dent’s press deadline.

By Carricaburu Ortiz’s estimate, local
volunteers surpassed their fundraising
goal by 60 percent, but if the “problem with
the platform” had not been resolved, they
would been fallen short of the higher goal,
achieving only 62 percent of it.

&yoy our %wdquuuzgfeaatfor $50 per person (no tax)

A full turkey dinner for 1 to 15 persons. Includes roast turkey (GF), pan gravy (GF), wild rice (GF) or
cornbread-sausage dressing, homemade cranberry-port sauce (GF), rosemary mashed potatoes (GF), sweet
potatoes with praline topping (GF), green beans with shallots (GF) and your choice of pumpkin tartlet or
apple crisp (GF) with brandied Chantilly cream.

Order by 5 pm on Tuesday, October 8 for pick up on Friday, October 11. We are open Tuesday through
Friday from noon to 5 pm. Call us 514-939-7209 or email us at weekender@simplywonderful.ca.

WONDERFUL

TRAITEUR

4500 Ste-Catherine West

CATERING

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit to
300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication
the following week. Email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com

Winter is Coming

Time for a Cozy Fireplace to Warm Any Room

WLAMBERT

ROOFING CHIMNEY & FIREPLACE SPECIALISTS

Enhance the beauty and value of

your home with an elegant fireplace

- -

ANNIVERSARY

info@foyerlambert.com o5

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM AT
9631 rue Clement, Lasalle H8R 4B4
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Retail Review

| VERONICA REDGRAVE

“Buon giorno,” was the barista’s greet-
ing.

Am I back in Milan? No. It's West-
mount’s latest arrival: Café Olimpico.

Celebrating over 50 successful years, it
was started by a visionary Italian immi-
grant. There are now four locations: St.
Viateur, the Old Port, downtown and now
the local launch.

Planned for Labour Day, the opening
took place quietly on an overcast Monday,
September 23.

But sunny Tuesday brought faithful
fans. The outdoor terrace was packed.
Inside, the line-up moved quickly with
orders for espresso (not expresso, by the way),
cortado, and my favourite affogato (gelato
drenched in espresso).

Proof that their pastries are popular was
the empty platters by 9:30 am. I noted tira-
misu, cornetti (sold out), biscotti (pistachio
or amaretto) and classic cannoli (obviously
not The Godfather kind).

Oh. And delicious dark cioccolato (choc-
olate). There is also gelato: the real kind,

Citizens:

the wc

Olimpico brmgs a bit of Italy to Victoria Ave.

Rick Testa and Elijah Canivel.

not the plastic-looking curly-topped
mounds one sometimes sees. The Olim-
pico team understands branding. One can

(l

3
THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S
INTERNATIONAL AWARD

> L R Y
&7 Tédération deséfablissements
denseignement privés

buy Café Olimpico coffee (my favourite), a
shopping bag (to carry Olimpico’s out-
standing panettone), hats and gift cards

Accredited

(great idea).

Outdoor banquettes are a soothing dark
green, and the day I went were shared
shoulder-to-shoulder by well-behaved dogs,
families, “it” bag tote-ers, and other coffee
lovers enjoying the magic moment.

And for those who prefer a quieter time,
inside there is a tucked-away corner. A gal-
lery of vintage photos on the wood-
panelled walls and an Official World Cup
Soccer Ball (1974) link the legacy.

That inherited spirt is carried on by
owner Johnathan Vannelli. “We’re abso-
lutely thrilled with the turnout and
incredibly grateful for the warm welcome
from the neighbourhood. We feel blessed
to be part of this community.” John is the
third generation owner. His grandfather,
Rocco Furfaro, founded Olimpico in 1970.
“My one-year-old son will be fourth gener-
ation, also called Rocco!”

Café Olimpico — “Open da night” — is
ready to serve at 6 am and closes at mid-
night, just like in Ttaly, where such mag-
nets for aficionados are known as coffee
bars.

357 Victoria. Just look for the ban-
quettes built onto the sidewalk and quickly
grab a seat — if you can.

Kindergarten

& Junior School

K-6 Open House:
October 18 & November 5
8:45-11115 am

Kindergarten Application
Deadline: November 15

Grade 1-6 Application
Deadline: January 7

English eligibility certificate NOT required.

Lower Canada College
admissions@lcc.ca

514 482 0951

4090, avenue Royal
Montréal (Qc) H4A 2M5

Icc.ca

LCC is an English, gender-inclusive,

K-11 school leading to the MEQ Secondary
Leaving Diploma / LCC est une école
anglophone mixte de la maternelle a la

5¢ secondaire menant au DES du MEQ.

¥ "\ Middle Year 73 Diploma
D ) Programme §
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Balloons, cupcakes and a dog Ben &Tournesol return to Vic village

Retail Review

VERONICA REDGRAVE

What a joy to see balloons! Not only do
they trigger childhood memories, they are
just plain fun.

Thus Ben & Tournesol/Wilfrid &
Adrienne recently re-opened with a bou-
quet of balloons, cheerfully announcing
“We are here” beside Westmount Florist.
Formerly a large shop on Sherbrooke St.
until earlier this year, the new smaller
space is an Aladdin’s cave of delights.

Entering on a black-and-white tiled
floor, a tapestry of treasures awaits. Owner
John Benoit showed me the gorgeous Por-
tus Cale line of premium perfumery, in-
fusers and soaps, the blue-and-white pack-
aging recalling tiles in Portugal where the
products originate.

Colourful pyjamas and could-be-used-
as-summer-coats dressing gowns hang
alluringly.

As guests sipped Prosecco and munch-  admired brightly coloured glass lamps, Brocato Spode tableware collection — also
ed on cute cupcakes iced with a “B,” they = Onedia softly hued glasses, and the Italian  blue and white, so you can now replace

Maxime Grondin and John Benoit.

your willow pattern plates.

Gorgeous garden-themed place mats,
Botanic Harmony by Pimpernel, offer a
wish list of choices so one can change the
look of each meal. As holidays approach,
new table settings can be found here.
Along with dining room needs, the kitchen
department at the back of the store is a
shining lure for bakers and chefs.

But along with gifts for grown-ups,
there are baby things, the cutest being tiny
wool sweaters.

And one cannot forget dogs as “Sally is
the boss,” John pointed out. Well, she’s
actually probably an influencer. I'm sure
she likes the dog-themed items: slippers et
al. The shaggy Leonberger has greeted
guests for years and was recognized at the
party, which attracted over 500 fans.

Celebrating over 30 years, Ben & Tour-
nesol has a charming history. John Benoit
called it Ben “after my father” and added
Tournesol, “as it’s my favourite flower.” On
arrival, the graphics on the wall read:
“Hello sunshine. Walk in” — the perfect
welcome to our neighbourhood.

BEN & ToURNESOL/WILFRID & ADRIENNE
364 Victoria Ave.

Monday to Friday, 10 am to 5 pm
Sundays, 12 to 5 pm

MOONLIGHT
DELIGHT

Delicate butterflies with hand-carved
moonstone wings dance on a tanzanite
bead necklace with diamonds.

e f,. |

=%

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son
Moritz Grossmann - Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles

2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca

Ragas’

st
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A Westmount Life

Charlotte Picard Vellleux traveller investor, mother (1921-2024)

By ). D. GRAVENOR, GUEST CONTRIBUTOR

A melodrama starring Rudolph Val-
entino was advertised on the marquee at
the Princess on Bleury St. Meanwhile a
Mack Sennett production about a Mountie
getting his girl was playing at the nearby
Imperial cinema, kitty corner from Mor-
gan’s department store. It was June 16,
1921, and 30 miles southeast of Montreal
in Napierville, the cries of a newborn baby,
to be named Charlotte, were to be heard
for the first time.

It is mind-boggling to think how much
the world has changed since the birth that
day of Charlotte Picard-Veilleux, who
passed away on September 20, aged 103
years.

Westmount francophone

In the course of her lifetime, Charlotte
made her mark and contributed to the vis-
ibility of the francophone community of
Westmount, which she called home for 71
years. Proving that women really can have
itall, Charlotte had a lasting marriage, two
children, four grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. A gifted investor with
an eye for real estate, she travelled the
world and provided generous financial
support to multiple causes.

Along with her husband and on her
own, Charlotte helped underwrite con-
struction of the Westmount recreation
centre (see April 23, 2013, p. 3 and Septem-
ber 24, 2013, p. 26), build new front steps
of the Church of St. Léon de Westmount
and transform a former church into a new
wing for the Montreal Museum of Fine
Arts. Likewise, there were recurrent dona-
tions to institutions including the Montreal
Symphony Orchestra, la Fondation de
'UQAM and Théitre Duceppe.

The second-youngest of nine children,
Charlotte (née Picard) was raised in St.
Martine, where her father operated a hotel

near the United States border.

“That was the first stop for a lot of
people coming from the States during Pro-
hibition,” said Cynthia Veilleux, 74, of
Clandeboye Ave., whom Charlotte raised
in Westmount along with her brother,
Claude, 72.

US boarding school graduate

After graduating from a boarding
school in Albany, NY (“She never took her
school ring off, right up to her dying day,”
Cynthia said), Charlotte met and married
Guy Veilleux. In 1949, the couple bought a
home at 4037 Dorchester Blvd. Fourteen
years later, it was expropriated and demol-
ished as part of a municipal re-develop-
ment scheme.

With a daughter and a son attending the
nearby academies of Saint-Paul and Saint-

Chinese Works oEArt
W |

Paintings

Snuff Bottles Porcelain Plaque
R F
3 Buddha Figures ]
r3
4 ‘;:’gﬁ ] V.I.ANTIQUES & FINE ART i
g Victor Isganaitis i
L. Appraiser-Consultant },\&,

514-944-4919 Porcelain

Porcelain

'60 DE BRESOLES B

#309 - $649,000 ~

COLLECTIQON

LORI SCHWARTZ

REAL ESTATE BROKER

514.651.5235

RE/MAX ACTION INC.
AGENCE IMMOBILIERE

Léon, respectively, they then purchased a
house on Prospect St. and, shortly after,
invested in a second one on Clandeboye
Ave.

Charlotte had a knack for real estate.

“If my father had not stopped her, they
would have bought every house on Clan-
deboye,” Cynthia said.

The couple went on to buy a country
house in St. Hippolyte and a building lot
in then-sleepy St. Bruno.

Guy, who passed away in 2005, was a
die-hard (provincial and federal) Liberal
who sported red suspenders and was active
with local service organizations, including
Les Chevaliers de Colomb. The couple had
a shared interest in travel, but Guy disliked
flying, so they logged all of their “together
miles” by automobile.

“They drove all across North America,”
Cynthia said. “My father loved driving.
Hand him the car keys and he was gone.
They travelled from St. Pierre and Mique-
lon to Victoria, BC, from Alaska to Yuca-
tan, Mexico — all by car.

Charlotte loved flying and visited Africa,
Australia, New Zealand, China, Japan, Rus-
sia and beyond. In 1979, she was among
the few foreigners to walk on the Great Wall
of China. A decade later, she witnessed the
fall of the Berlin Wall (see November 24-
25, 2009, p. 16 and November 18, 2014, p.
19). In South America, she once hired a taxi
driver to chauffeur her north and south -
all the way to Tierra del Fuego.

bn the Great Wall of China in 1979.

In more recent years, with her travel
days behind her, Charlotte still had a few
destinations ahead. In 2020, she moved
into the Fulford Residence on Guy St., only
to leave when it closed in 2022. Returning
to Westmount to stay at her daughter’s
home temporarily, Charlotte’s worsening
condition suggested it might be time to
enter a hospice.

Outlived palliative care

“It was decided to send her to palliative
care. But she didn’t die so they kicked her
out,” Cynthia quipped.

In fact, Charlotte was transferred in
2023 to the CHSLD Vigi Reine-Elizabeth
on Northcliffe Ave. in NDG to receive long-
term care. She celebrated her 103rd birth-
day there this past June and recently
enjoyed what was to be her final lunch on
a sun-drenched balcony with her daughter
by her side.

Longevity is a mystery: what’s good for
one may be bad for another. But one of
Charlotte’s little indulgences didn’t appear
to do her much, if any, harm.

“Every night, she had a glass of whis-
key,” said Cynthia. “She preferred pre-
mium brands but at the end she was happy
with a regular glass of Canadian Club.”

A memorial service will be held for Char-
lotte Picard-Veilleux on Sunday, October 27,
from 1to 3 pm at the Urgel Bourgie funeral
home at 3955 Céte de Liesse Rd. in Ville St.
Laurent.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE VEILLEUX FAMILY.

Buy a classified in the WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT. call §14-664-6138
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1 514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

BEST .
LOCATION &

FULLY RENOVATED

Ville Marie

1420 RUE SHERBROOKE W., APT. 602

MILLION
$ VIEWS

"o

$6,850,000 ; - - . N\, $2,695,000

$1,595,000 / $6,500/month
FULLY RENOVATED FULLY RENOVATED MOUNTAIN VIEWS AMAZING GARDEN
Westmount Westmount Westmount Westmount
25 BELLEVUE AV. 6 FORDEN AV. 2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 703 427 GROSVENOR AV.
=] E \ GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.

Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé
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-+ BRING YOUR < Z\ FRESH GREEK ¢
% PEth CUISINE

OWN WINE

*CORKING FEE

VISIT US IN 4 R€<K qUYS VisIT US IN

SOUVLAKI
SOUTH FI‘ORIDA GREEKGUYSSOUVLAKI.COM SOUTH FI‘ORIDA

1978 EAST SUNRISE BLVD., FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33304 - 954-533-0355

PETROS TAVERNA PETROS TAVERNA
LAURIER @< WESTMOUNT *BYOB

234 LAURIER WEST 4785, SHERBROOKE WEST

MONTREAL 514 312-0200 @( S MONTREAL 514 938-5656

BREAKFAST & LUNCH COMING SOON

PETROS *BYOB PETROS PETROS *BYOB
GRIFFINTOWN LACHINE
1613 WILLIAM (comner Guy) HELBOX 600 BLVD SAINTJOSEPH

MONTREAL 514 935-8500 MONTREAL 514 583-3285 (Ted)

RESTAURANTPETROS.CA




