
New Westmount residents Dimitrius Derix and Cierra Browne at the city’s spring flower show, 
which is also a welcome party for new residents. Derix is a McGill student studying education and 
Browne is an arts graduate student in history from Carleton University. They have moved here from 
St. Lazare. See p. 10 for more coverage. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Durnford wins for ‘hot doc’ 

Westmounter Megan Durnford won the Betty Youson Award for Best Canadian Short Documentary 
at the Hot Docs Canadian International Documentary Film Festival May 6. Her entry was Last 
Respects, a film about Montreal priest Abbé Claude Paradis’ annual ceremony to celebrate the lives 
of the unclaimed dead, including homeless people and neglected seniors. Her son Hugh Durn-
ford-Dionne also worked on the movie. See p. 19 for story. Photo courtesy of Charlotte Durnford-Dionne.

City’s 46th Family Day set for May 27 

New food truck to join ‘favourite’ 
pony rides, train, inflatables 
By Laureen Sweeney 

It’s a sure sign that summer is on the 
way with the program for the city’s 46th 
Family Day announced for Saturday, May 
27 in Westmount Park, centred on the Mel-
ville field. 

Usually considered Westmount’s start 
to summer, the city’s event typically attracts 
hundreds of residents and passers-by from 
10 am to 4 pm. It is typically the best-
attended of all city events with this year’s 
new attraction: a food truck. 

While a schedule of times for various 
attractions is expected to the delivered to all 
Westmount addresses closer 
to the date, Sports and Rec- continued on p. 4
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4175 Ste-Catherine St W. #802

$2,195,00

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

Géraldine Libraty
Real Estate Broker

514.962.5563
glibraty@sothebysrealty.ca

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

SUSANLLOYDLEDUC.COM

The “POM”  $3,900/mo

4700 rue Ste-Catherine Ouest, apt. 705, Westmount

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2

Renovated, beside Westmount Park. Immediate occupancy.

Superb Triplex in N.D.G. $1,198,000

4943-4945A avenue Montclair, C.D.N./N.D.G.

UNITS: 3 | MLS 18251546

Excellent investment in a prime location. Renovated units.

The Rothchild I Location and luxury $619,000

6500 chemin Mackle, apt. 205, Côte-Saint-Luc

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2 | MLS 19873784

Bright and spacious with incredible building amenities.

NEW PRICE

You May Be Getting Older, 
But Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It 

Over the years, a number of environmental assaults 
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity. 
These factors can’t be stopped entirely, but they can be 

controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products. A 
compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of 

cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your 
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as 

young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont) 
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205

Keep eye out for temporary parking signs 
A car was towed May 5 from in front of 

382 Victoria when it was parked in front 
of temporary no-parking signs required by 
Public Works to plant a tree. 

“This is a reminder for residents as well 
as visitors to watch for such temporary 
signs for special operations,” warned Pub-
lic Security director Greg McBain. In the 
current instance, the car belonged to some-
one from Pennsylvania. 

It is also important to monitor signage 
for weekly street maintenance signs. These 
allow for the city’s street sweeper to clean 
up the street, he said.

Councillors, Public Security work to improve school safety 

The first of this month’s school safety campaigns by city council and Public Security took place 
May 10 at Westmount Park School. Pamphlets on security in school zones were handed out to par-
ents and those dropping off children at the school, according to department director Greg McBain. 
From left, front row: councillors Matt Aronson, Anitra Bostock and Mary Gallery; back row: coun-
cillors Jeff Shamie and Conrad Peart, as well as public safety officers William Lamontagne and 
Anthony Randrianasolonirina. Photo courtesy of the Westmount Public Security Unit.
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Gimme 
shelter
Day and Night!

Co-chairs: Elizabeth Wirth and Jacques Maurice

Master of ceremonies: Sonali Karnick, 
host of "All in a Weekend" on CBC Radio One 
and "Our Montreal" on CBC Television.

Please join us for our second annual benefit cocktail 
in recognition of Bash Shetty in celebration of the 
opening of a residence bearing his name.

To buy tickets to the event, please go to 
chezdoris.org or scan the QR code.

Presented by: 

Join us for our benefit-cocktail

ananndndd d esess Ms MMMMaMaacquescqueacaacques

Thursday, June 15, 2023, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Location: Le Salon Richmond 1861 
550 Richmond Street, Montreal, H3J 1V3

All proceeds from the 
evening will go towards 
funding Chez Doris' new 
point of service and other 
programs offered by the 
organization.

Council to send 4 members 
to annual FCM meet in Toronto 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council May 1 approved sending four 
of its members to this year’s annual confer-
ence and trade show of the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities taking place in 
Toronto May 25 to 28. They are Matt Aron-
son, Mary Gallery, Kathleen Kez and Elisa-
beth Roux. The resolution called for their 
expenses to be reimbursed up to a total of 
$11,000 before taxes upon presentation of 
invoices and proof of payment. These 
expenses cannot be charged to the munici-
pality except with the “prior authorization 
of the council,” according to the resolution 

moved by Councillor Anitra Bostock. 
Bostock, who attended last year’s con-

ference said “it was a great way to connect 
with people across the country who are 
doing what you are and to learn how other 
municipalities may be dealing with issues 
similar to those in Westmount.” 

This year’s event for elected officials is 
expected to attract some 1,000 delegates 
from across Canada. Billed to delegates “to 
help you foster connections with your 
peers, partners and federal representatives 
while providing you with the tools and 
insights you need to scale up growth in 
your communities.”

reation director Dave Lapointe said last week 
that features will once again in clude two 
Eurobungee attractions, a petting zoo and 
pony rides for children age 10 and under. 

Also returning is the make-up booth at 
the gazebo, as well as a Public Security 
dunk tank, and exhibits by police, Public 
Security, fire department and the Royal 
Montreal Regiment along Melville. Races, 
games and carnival booths take place in 
the afternoon while Public Security will 
also provide child seat inspections. 

Along with the usual food for purchase 

such as hot dogs organized by Guides and 
Venturer Scouts, the new food truck from 
Winneburger will also provide grilled 
cheese sandwiches, shrimp rolls and 
Caesar salads. Water will be available on 
the field to refill personal water bottles. 

Most of the main attractions will con-
tinue all day though some are expected to 
close briefly over the lunch hour. 

The “train” will go along walkways start-
ing at Melville and de Maisonneuve and 
various exhibits from community organ-
izations are to be set up on walkways.

Family Day, cont’d from p. 1
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Upon expiration, new leases only offered month to month 

Ex-Château Maisonneuve business tenants 
say they were forced out 
By Martin C. Barry 

Despite claims by the Château Maison-
neuve’s owner that an unavoidable decline 
in office tenants is forcing the company to 
try to convert several commercial floors to 
residential occupancy, three former busi-
ness tenants tell the Westmount Indepen-
dent they felt compelled by the owner to 
move out. 

Using commercial space located in the 
second to the fifth storeys, owner Creccal 
Investments wants to add 102 new residen-
tial units to 243 existing ones in the build-
ing located at 4998 de Maisonneuve at the 
corner of Claremont. 

Rica Crecco, vice-president of oper-
ations at the Westmount-based company, 
said during an information meeting on 
their application held on March 22 by the 
city of Westmount that a main reason they 
need the zoning conversion is a drastic 
drop in demand for office and commercial 
space in recent years, especially during the 
COVID pandemic, while de mand for resi-
dential space has been stead ily rising at the 
same time. 

However, Richard Dermer, a lawyer who 
leased offices at Château Maisonneuve 
until recently, maintained during an inter-
view with the Independent that he and other 
commercial tenants had no choice but to 
get out. 

“What actually happened is they forced 
all the [non-first-floor commercial] tenants 
to leave the building,” he said. According 
to Dermer’s telling, Creccal told all these 
business tenants that their fixed-term 
leases would not be renewed. 

“They told the commercial tenants that 
they were going to convert the building,” 
he said, while adding that tenants were also 
told that once their leases expired they 
could only stay on a month-by-month 
basis, with termination allowed by either 
party with 30 days’ notice. 

Dermer said that he and other tenants 
were willing to stay on. He maintained that 
before the COVID pandemic broke out in 
early 2020, the commercial floors of the 
building were close to one-hundred-per-
cent occupied. He said that at some time 
during the first year of COVID, the tenants 
were informed they would not be allowed 
to renew. 

“They told us we could stay on a month-
to-month lease until all the permits were 
approved by Westmount,” Dermer said, 
referring to the hurdles he suggested Crec-
cal expected to get past. 

“And they told us specifically there 
would be no public consultation. We asked 
them repeatedly if there would be any kind 
of public consultation or any need for a by-
law change. And they told us no, that it was 
all being done by the urban planning com-
mittee. 

“They told us that all they had to do was 
get the urban planning committee to 
approve it, and then they would give us a 
few months’ notice, and then we would 
have to leave.” Dermer said that after re -
ceiv ing the notice, many chose to remain 
month to month. 

(Westmount has an Urban Planning 
department and a Planning Advisory Com-
mittee. Up until the March 22 information 
meeting at city hall, Creccal had been in 
contact with the department. See April 4, 
p. 8, column 2 and minute 33:51 of the 
city’s video of the meeting.) 

“Some people left because they didn’t 
like the uncertainty. But some of us stayed 
on month to month,” continued Dermer. 
The commercial lease holders only re ceiv -
ed final word last December, telling them 
they had to leave by March 31. 

Tenant: Month-to-month not sustainable 

Another former commercial tenant, 
who spoke to the Independent on condition 
of not being identified, confirmed that 
Creccal offered only month-by-month leas-
ing once his lease expired – which ended 
up being unsustainable. 

“I mean, no business or corporation can 
operate that way,” he said, suggesting the 
arrangement made it nearly impossible to 
stay on. “We said ‘that’s absurd and we 
have to pull out.’ We can’t be operating 
here, never knowing if we’re going to have 
any kind of length of time. 

“From what I can see, they were maneu-
vering to get commercial tenants out,” he 
added. “Obviously, it was to get all the com-
mercial businesses out so they could turn 
everything into residential as they are try-
ing to do now.” 

While insisting his business hasn’t been 
seriously impacted by Creccal’s efforts, he 
continued, “Honestly, I think when they 
say they couldn’t keep the commercial ten-
ants because they were all leaving, quite 
frankly, I think that’s bullshit: They man -
euvered the commercial tenants out.” 

A third former commercial tenant said 
that he too felt pushed into an untenable 
position by the monthly lease arrange-
ment. “I’m, like: ‘how the hell?’” he ex -
claim ed, noting his reaction on first learn-

ing of Creccal’s intentions. 
“I can’t go from month to month, and 

then within one month they can say you 
have to be out. So, I’m saying ‘screw this: 
I can’t deal with this uncertainty, so I’m 
not signing, I’m moving.’ And now I’ve 
moved.” 

The Independent has a copy of an email 
from Creccal to a commercial tenant that 
confirms this change to monthly leases. 

The Westmount Independent reached out 
by email on May 5 and by voicemail on 
May 12 to Creccal Investments for a 
response to the former tenants’ claims. We 
did not receive a response by press time 
May 15. 

The Independent’s editor lives in an urban 
planning zone contiguous to the Château 
Maisonneuve and is against the proposed 
zoning change (see April 4, p. 8, April 18, 

p. 8, May 2, p. 8). 

As previously stated, the Independent is 
open to Creccal’s point of view in future 
issues, by letter/column (subject to edit) 

or interview.

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 
REFERRED FOR A REASON!!

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

BUREAUX FERMÉS LE LUNDI 
Journée nationale des patriotes
Les bureaux administratifs de la Ville de Westmount s
le lundi 22 mai 2023 en raison de la Journée nationa

 22 MAI

seront fermés 
ale des patriotes. 

le dimanche 

s auront lieu 

 MAY 22

will be closed 
 holiday.

and Monday.

ke place according 

La Bibliothèque publique de Westmount sera fermée 
et le lundi. 

Les collectes de résidus alimentaires et d’ordures
selon l’horaire normal.

OFFICES CLOSED MONDAY, 
National Patriots’ Day
The administrative offices of the City of Westmount w
Monday, May 22, 2023 for the National Patriots’ Day

The Westmount Public Library will be closed Sunday 

The kitchen waste and garbage collections will ta
to the regular schedule. 

westmount.orgg



Coexisting with cars – Welcoming new Westmounters 
Château Maisonneuve resident Francis 

Twyman wrote a very interesting letter in 
our April 25 paper (p. 8). I think it makes 
explicit many of the assumptions behind 
the city’s warm reception of the Château’s 
proposed zoning change after the represen-
tatives of Creccal publicly espoused certain 
fad-ish sentiments and actions (e.g. Com-
munauto, Bixi, EV chargers, bus passes). 

Two by-law changes are being proposed 
to facilitate the conversion of floors 2 to 5 
from commercial to residential. One would 
reduce the number of required parking 
spaces from one per unit to 0.66 per unit. 
The other would allow larger units (700+ 
sq. ft.) to be only 40 percent of the total as 
opposed to the 60 percent required at pres-
ent. 

The main target of Twyman’s ire was 
“car culture.” If cars are bad, it follows that 
parking is bad too and proposals that do 
away with parking requirements are good. 

Unfortunately for the anti-car crowd, 
cars do not disappear just because certain 
residents and certain bureaucrats and cer-
tain politicians are against cars, or because 
they pass laws that irritate drivers and 
parkers. 

Remember King Canute of Denmark 
and England (d. 1035) and the waves. He 
ordered the tide to stop, and it didn’t. Dirig-
iste governments often learn the same les-
son – or teach it. 

(By the way, not owning a car does not 
divorce people from car culture or, more 

broadly, carbon culture. How do our food, 
clothing and other personal items get to 
us? Cars and trucks. And how many people 
in Westmount – with or without cars – 
travel by plane? Fiddle around with a web-
site offering a carbon calculator. One flight 
to … anywhere … quickly busts most de -
sired carbon budgets.) 

The reasons for the persistence of the 
car are legion. Firstly, cars are legal and 
municipalities can’t change that. 

And many people sure seem to like them. 
They like the freedom that they afford, even 
if they aren’t free to run and have many 
downsides. This popularity is also true in 
(what Twyman correctly des cribes) as lib-
eral/Liberal/Liberal Westmount. Look 
around! There are cars. Lots and lots of cars 
– even after years of anti-car rhetoric. 

One city councillor from the first years 
of this newspaper, once told me that the 
new Westmount recreation centre was 
necessary because gasoline would soon get 
so expensive that areas like the Laurentians 
and the Eastern Townships would cease to 
be weekend destinations and people would 
spend all their time in the city. 

Take a look at a traffic report on the 
week ends. This has not happened. To 
adapt Ronald Reagan’s joke about LBJ’s 
War on Poverty: We declared war on cars, 
and cars won. 

But don’t trust my impressions. In 
Westmount from 2011 to 2021, the number 
of vehicles did decline by one percent 

(from 10,771 to 10,668), but less fast than 
the population, which fell by 1.4 percent 
(19,931 to 19,658) – so per capita use went 
up! On the island of Montreal, population 
grew by 6.2 percent (1,886,476 to 2,004,415), 
but vehicles by a whopping 12 percent 
(899,221 to 1,007,274).* 

The island of Montreal (and beyond) is 
all one road network – and people are put-
ting more cars on it. 

Westmount can make parking difficult, 
expensive and hard to find. Westmount 
can lobby Bixi for more stands. Westmount 
can wish for a car-less or car-light future. 
But GM, Volkswagen, Toyota and even 
newbies like Tesla wield stronger magics 
than Westmount’s Urban Planning depart-
ment. Cars will be sold. Cars will be driven. 
Cars will be parked, including illegally. 

It is also important to remember that 
there are many large constituencies that 
have a different relationship with cars than 
mere preference. As people acquire child -
ren, and years on the planet, and infirm-
ities, their reliance on cars increases. In 
Westmount, let’s not forget the hill (The 
Hill?), which almost requires that residents 
living there have a car, which they some-
times use to shop, and park, in Vic village 
(and which we want them to do). 

Also, some jobs require a car to do, or 
to get to. Public transit in Montreal is good, 
but it can’t get you to all sorts of areas, 
including industrial parks and parts of air-
port campuses, and many remote subur-
ban and off-island locations. (In some 
cases, it would be impossible; in others, 
not practical given time constraints.) 

Next, no one has addressed the electric-
car argument from my first mega-editorial 
(April 4, p. 8). What if cars go green? What 
if they become more like electric golf carts 
than 1950s gas guzzlers? They could be 
cheap, guilt free, ecological and maybe 
even small. We might have way more in a 
decade than we do now. 

In my view, the number of cars in West-
mount is beyond the city’s control and, 
indeed, way beyond its mandate. The 
choice for Westmount planners is between 
a good co-habitation with cars (for example 
with adequate parking) and a bad one, with 
very little parking, lots of complaining, lots 
of friction and maybe a few fistfights. 

Vic village residents have sent up the 
flare that we are at an inflection point. 
There are not enough parking spaces. 
There is too much traffic. 

Why increase the number of residents 
and decrease the number of required park-
ing spots (the Château zoning proposal)? 
Why allow more of the most visited type 

of business – medical clinics – in an al -
ready very dense area (the Vic village medi-
cal clinic proposal)? 

Welcoming new Westmounters 

Twyman also confuses/conflates a 
warm reception for people new to West-
mount (including newcomers to Canada) 
with adding 102 new apartments at one 
specific site. 

One is possible without the other. 
On a factual level, there is a slight dis-

connect in his assessment of our higher 
levels of government. Yes, the Trudeau 
government is keen to add immigrants. 
But isn’t the Legault government trying to 
limit the number that come to Quebec? 
There might not be such a high demand 
for housing in this province after all. 

Letter writer Denis Biro pointed out 
(April 11, p. 6) that there are many “for 
rent” signs on Claremont, just over the 
border in NDG. I checked before publish-
ing his letter. He was right. 

There are also many units for rent 
throughout Westmount, as a quick search 
of the internet will show you. 

If we already have vacancies, why are we 
adding more units? 

None of this means that we can’t be wel-
coming to newcomers within our existing 
housing stock. Westmount is not a club of 
immortals. Its residents die and move 
away all the time. And who fills their resi-
dences, without any entry visas required? 
Non-Westmount people, from wherever, 
who instantly become Westmounters. 

Being welcoming does not mean that we 
should make the city less liveable by end-
lessly densifying it. Making the city liveable, 
after assessing the facts on the ground and 
preferences of residents, is a good thing for 
current residents and future ones. 

David Price is the editor of the 
Independent. He lives in a zone 

contiguous to 4998 de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
and across from the building’s exterior 

York St. parking lot. 

*The vehicle statistics come from the Que-
bec government site listed below. (I used 
the total number of vehicles, which has 
some statistical noise (e.g. snowmobiles), 
but they are there in all years and I doubt 
have any effect on major trends. 

bdso.gouv.qc.ca/pls/ken/ken213_afich_
tabl.page_tabl?p_iden_tran=REPERG2O0
Y602-56896298329rzLn&p_lang=1&p_m
_o=SAAQ&p_id_ss_domn=718&p_id_rapr
t=3628#tri_tertr=00&tri_mun=aaaaa 

Population statistics are from the fed-
eral census.

Editorial

6 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 16, 2023

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 
Chief reporter 

Laureen Sweeney 
Graphics 

Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 
Classified ads 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Accounting 

Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 
office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication the 
following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to make subsequently 
submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in every issue, or in back-
to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do not 
live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

13,800+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9



May 16, 2023 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 7

Correction: 
Letter from Collège’s DG 
not addressed to Villa 
Ste-Marcelline parents 

I just wanted to point out an error in the 
article entitled “Villa Sainte-Marcelline par-
ents protest outside Collège Ste-Marcel-
line” from your May 9 issue (p. 17). The 
article quotes a letter from Sister Teresa, 
the director general of the Collège Ste-Mar-
celline, and states that the letter was “sent 
to the parents ... asking them not to do it,” 
implying that the letter was sent to the par-
ents of the Villa Ste-Marcelline. In fact, the 
letter was sent to the parents of the Collège 
Ste-Marcelline, to warn them of the peace-
ful demonstration. 

I’m a parent of two students at the Villa 
Ste-Marcelline, and I can assure you that I 
did not receive any communication from 
Sister Teresa. In fact, I have received abso-
lutely no communication from the Con-
grégation since October 21, 2022. Parents 
at the Villa only learned of the letter from 
Sister Teresa because it was posted in a 
Facebook group organized by parents at 
Villa Ste-Marcelline. 

Thanks for your continued coverage of 
this issue. 

Robert Vincent, NDG 

Harassment of mayor’s 
family unacceptable 

While from time to time disagreeing 
with Mayor Smith on certain topics, our 
mutual discourse has always been most 
professional, civil and respectful. 

This said, I totally agree with and fully 
support the mayor in her great concern at 
having her children pushed into the politi-
cal pool and disagree with whoever ap -
proached Mayor Smith’s children or pick-
eted at her home, no matter the cause. 
Bringing a politician’s family into the fray 
has no place in our society. None. 

As much as some quarters have vilified 
Donald Trump, or Justin Trudeau, or 
Barack Obama, I do not know of a single 
instance where their young, school-age 
children were harassed, intimidated or 
even mentioned by those who opposed the 
policies and ideologies espoused by them. 
It is a line that NEVER gets crossed. 

The exact same standards and respect 
should be shown to Mayor Smith, and 
indeed to all municipal councillors. It is 
not acceptable that those who, in pursuing 
their own agendas, would intimidate and 
harass the mayor’s family. 

Allen Rubin, Lexington Ave. 

Thank you, Public Works 
I’d like to give a special shout-out to the 

Public Works street cleaner whom I jogged 

past on Wednesday morning [May 10] at 
Sherbrooke and Claremont. Thanks for 
aiming your hose away from me. It’s much 
more comfortable to go to work dry! 

Marty Green, downtown 

Thanks for the 
Coronation Tea 

Well done, Westmount! Thank you for 
the Coronation Tea. What a wonderful way 
to spend a few sunny hours outside the 
library, by the newly renovated green-
house. 

British flags everywhere (even on the 
cupcakes), fascinators and pearls on the 
guests! We were given our choice of teas, 
scones with clotted cream, several jams, 
marmalade, of course, and biscuits! Tables 
were arranged under the trees. 

A lot of planning went into this event, 
even the weather cooperated! 

Thank you, Westmount, especially librar-
ian Donna Lach. Long live King Charles! 

Beverley Hutchison, Kitchener Ave. 

Keep the WAG green, 
unfenced 

“Soccer club returns to council to seek 
lighted turf field” by Laureen Sweeney 
(April 25, p. 10) poses serious questions for 
residents living around the Westmount 
Athletic Grounds (the WAG), and raises 
issues for everyone really. The report in the 
Independent describes the “case” made at 
Westmount city council “for a lighted field 
of artificial turf possibly at Westmount Ath-
letic Grounds (WAG).” 

We are right in the midst of unpreced-
ented climate change and there are at least 
three major reasons not to replace the fine, 
multi-use grass field at the WAG with a 
synthetic surface. 

First, such a grass field absorbs CO₂ and 
emits oxygen, creating a far cooler ambient 
temperature than any artificial surface. A 
grass field counters climate change. 

Second, an open grass field – and the 
WAG is a very good one – is multi-use. If 
you visit the oval behind Westmount High, 
you will find no fence, and you will see 
people playing frisbee, pick-up soccer, 
improvised badminton, catch – you name 
it. And organized sports, such as soccer 
and football, co-exist beautifully with this 
citizen activity. 

Third, a lighted and fenced field is 
essentially an industrial facility. Citizens 
are kept off by a fence. Full-time lighting 
ruins the park atmosphere. And the com-
munal value of the grass area is lost. 

We should keep the WAG a natural 
green and preserve this park for all. 

Patrick Barnard, 
Melville Ave. 

Leave the WAG alone 
RE: “Soccer club returns to council to 

seek lighted turf field” (April 25, p. 10) 
I live across from Westmount Athletic 

Grounds (please visit Westmount Indepen-
dent issues when people wanted to place the 
new arena here, e.g. July 14-15, 2009, p. 1). 

I have kids who grew up in Westmount 
who liked soccer and we realized that there 
was not the requisite field to compete. 

I also know what it is like to live across 
from beautiful green, open, space. It would 
be very difficult to live across from a fenc -
ed-out green space. If you lived in the 
neigh bourhood, you would know how 
great this green space is. Dogs, little kids, 
elderly, baseball, crickets, kite flying – so 
many spontaneous liberties. This is already 
a precious space for health and well-being. 

Ask anyone living in the vicinity, or 
those who come from outside the neigh-
bourhood, young, old, disabled, feline, dog, 
bird. It would be wrong to appropriate all 
that well-used and precious space for the 
sole, fenced-off use of soccer players. 

This is precious green space, well used 
and well loved. 

Nancy Drummond, Hallowell St. 

City’s unilateral approach 
help build ‘SoDo’ 

Further to Councillor Conrad Peart’s 
comment about the Independent’s editor – 
“I must admit, it’s curious to see the con-
siderable attention that the editor of this 
paper has given to an issue in his immedi-
ate back yard” April 25, p. 7 – I would like 
to thank the Independent for the coverage 
given to 4030 Dorchester, which is about 
as far from his backyard as possible, given 
that it is on the eastern edge of the city. 

Coverage began with the November 1, 
2016 issue (p. 6) when the initial section of 
wall at 4030 tumbled to the ground. The 
Independent has provided a half dozen 
updates since then. So while not as many 
words have been printed regarding 4030 
Dorchester as compared with Château 
Maisonneuve, 4030 has probably appeared 
in more issues of the Independent. While I 
expect that there will be more discussion 
regarding Château Maisonneuve in the 
Independent, I suspect the same will be true 
of 4030 Dorchester. 

I could not help but smile when I read 
the editor’s comment in last week’s issue 
(May 2, p. 9) regarding the Château Mai-
sonneuve controversy – “This episode may 
end up being an exercise in community 
building, although not in the way intended 
by most municipal actors.” 

That is precisely what happened with 
the city’s rather unilateral plans for the 
development on the north side of Dor-

chester more than seven years ago. Many 
residents south of Dorchester (SoDo) felt 
that the city was not taking their input seri-
ously during public hearings. During these 
conversations, I met many neighbours for 
the first time and came away with new 
friends. The city could not justify its plans 
and did not seem willing to modify them 
so the issue has gone away, at least for now. 

It is worth noting that the city’s (mis)
handling of the issue with residents result -
ed in the defeat of the two-term in cumbent 
district councillor in the next municipal 
election, essentially because of the neigh-
bourhood coming together on the issue. 

Jim Richards, Dorchester Blvd. 
Allow medical clinics, 
lose the sarcasm 

I cannot comment on the proposed 
changes to [zoning for] Château Maison-
neuve as I am not fully aware of the issues 
involved. I do feel that preventing Victoria 
village from having any new medical 
clinics and severely limiting the type of 
occupancy was a serious mistake on the 
part of the previous administration and I 
compliment the current one for having the 
courage and vision to attempt to roll back 
that poor decision. 

The same holds true for Greene Ave. 
and St. Catherine.* The city should roll 
back the zoning restrictions preventing 
medical clinics from opening there as well. 
The office market has permanently 
changed since the onset of COVID. The 
vacancy rate of the downtown office mar-
ket is a serious problem without any fore-
seeable solutions. Medical clinics should 
be welcomed and encouraged, especially 
in Westmount, which has the Glen hospi-
tal site adjacent to it. 

The last comment I wish to share is that 
I felt that your editorial (May 2, p. 8) was 
not the unbiased reporting that I am accus-
tomed to, but was more of an attack on 
Councillor Conrad Peart. I feel you could 
have expressed your thoughts and point of 
view without sarcasm and the personal 
attack. 

Rony Cukier, Rosemount Ave. 
*Editor’s note: The rules are already much 
less strict on Greene and St. Catherine. 
Editor’s reply: A small but important point: 
one rarely finds much “reporting” in edi-
torials and, while I would not usually des -
cribe editorials as “biased,” they are the 
domain of opinion, which may seem like 
bias. The goal of an editorial is to advance 
a point of view, not inform generally or 
neutrally like reporting. Editorials in the 
Independent, including the one in question, 
are clearly marked. – DP. 

Letters to the editor

▶ More letters on p. 8.



April 11, p. 8). He states that supporting 
Westmount Hydro at considerable cost will 
somehow guarantee Westmount will never 
be without power. 

So unless Mr. Leopold can assure us 
that the $15-million insurance policy of the 
last five years, with millions more to come, 
truly guarantees Westmount will never be 
without power, his defence of money-los-
ing Westmount Hydro is misleading and 
falls flat. 

And should an unelected volunteer(s) 
be determining how Westmount tax dol-
lars are spent? 

Given the weather patterns due to cli-
mate change, we can all expect continued 
disruptions to certain services from time 
to time, which no one can fully protect 
against, but should we be spending mil-
lions for events that occur every 25 years? 
The last ice storm was in 1998 and West-
mount was without power for five days. 
Westmount was lucky this time, but luck 
is not a strategy. 

Janis Kraut, The Boulevard 

A note of appreciation 
to Hydro Westmount 

The main power line to my house was 
damaged but not disconnected during the 
mini ice storm – like many of us I reported 
this to Hydro Westmount who sent an 
inspector the very next day to advise me on 
next steps. 

It took some time for my electrician to 
make the repairs needed before Hydro 
Westmount to do its part, and in the mean-
time Hydro Westmount came back for a 
second inspection, deemed the line to now 
be unsafe and cut the power immediately. 

I had a night without power – and 
though I know I am lucky compared to 
those who lost power for several day a few 
weeks back – why would I be writing a note 
of appreciation for those who left me with-
out power? 

The Hydro Westmount team were cour-
teous and explained the situation clearly to 
me – I couldn’t argue with the safety prio-
rities. They also passed by several times 
that afternoon to see if my electrician had 
been by yet to make the repairs that would 
allow them to reconnect me. My electrician 
was finally able to come and make the 
required repairs the next morning and 
Hydro Westmount team was back within 
the hour to reconnect me. 

Throughout it all Hydro Westmount 
was kind and attentive and easy to reach – 
an experience much in contrast with our 
Montreal neighbours’ recent experiences 
with Hydro Quebec. 

Furthermore this was all at the tail end 
of what had been a very busy few weeks for 
Hydro Westmount repairing all the ice 
storm damage. 

So despite Hydro Westmount cutting 
my power and a night with the flashlights, 
I feel very fortunate, so thanks Hydro 
Westmount for such great local service. 

Laura Butler, Grosvenor Ave. 

Residents vexed by city hall 
after years of disruption 

Regardless of where individual senti-
ment lies, the proposed re-zoning of 4998 
de Maisonneuve has tapped a deep vein of 
vexation and frustration with city hall’s 
longstanding treatment of the surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

Numerous residents have voiced their 
misgivings with the proposed project to 
add another 102 apartments to this high-
rise, after converting what is now largely 
unoccupied office space on several lower 
floors. The building itself has a large 
neighbourhood presence facing York, St. 
Catherine, de Maisonneuve and Prince 
Albert; its large, busy parking lot is directly 
across from homes on York and Prince 
Albert. 

The laundry list of residents’ concerns 
all circle back to the same thing: the poten-
tial impact a re-zoning would have on 
quality of life. Perhaps under other circum-
stances, residents would take a re-zoning 
in stride. But look at where we’re coming 
from. 

For almost 15 years, this neighbourhood 
has been under the relentless grip of years-
long major new construction projects that 
have shaken us and our homes, literally 
and/or figuratively, to the core: the MUHC 
had barely opened its doors across the 
street from my home when Projet Ven-
dôme [the Metro tunnel] rolled in for three 
years in 2017, immediately followed by 
Groupe Maurice’s retirement complex that 
broke ground in August 2020 and is still 
ongoing. 

Westmount will claim that none of 
these were in its territory, so just put up 
with it until construction is over. 

And therein lies the root of the problem: 
elected officials persist in an outdated 
mentality on what transpires just outside 
its borders but which nonetheless affects 
Westmounters living in the vicinity. 

Respectfully, I ask members of council: 

how would you like to live inside a piece 
of machinery? That’s the sound of earth 
movers, idling flatbeds and drilling. How 
many of you could have coped with high-
frequency noise – requiring windows to 
stay closed in sweltering heat – from the 
MUHC’s ventilation system parked on the 
roof of the research building overlooking 
Westmount homes? How many of you 
could tolerate your sleep repeatedly dis-
rupted by activity in the Glen Yards when 
heavy vehicles parked there during Projet 
Vendome’s overnight work? Or when 
orange cone crews do their thing in the 
middle of the night on St. Catherine St.? 

And after residents were forced to take 
legal action, alone, to get the MUHC noise 
resolved, would you not have felt aban-
doned by city hall? 

In whom should I place my trust to pro-
tect my interests as a homeowner when, 
after all we went through with the MUHC 
noise debacle, council initially announced 
that locals were on their own to deal with 
Groupe Maurice construction issues? 
Imagine a nice early fall day [in West-
mount] when construction trailers and a 
large dumpster bin suddenly show up 
across the street from your house (where 
was city hall to tell us they were coming?), 
followed by a noisy generator [for the Liz 
construction project]; I can’t recall when 
the generator left but it took Westmount 
almost three months to issue a Hydro per-
mit. 

In what other district in Westmount 
have residents had to live like this? 

Dorothy Lipovenko, York St. 

Is Hydro Westmount 
‘insurance policy’ 
worth the price? 

Can any utility, small or large, guarantee 
that it will never incur a power failure? 
Hardly, but that is what [member of the ad 
hoc Hydro Westmount Advisory Commit-
tee] Mr. Leopold seems to imply (letter, 

‘Westmount exemplified,’ as seen May 4 
As 

Photo & headline: Natasha Arora, Wood Ave. 
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We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. Eemail us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com

Letters to the editor

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
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Annual maintenance by a skilled and licenced technician will keep your gas-fired 
pool heater or heat pump working 
efficiently for many years to come.514-990-1346

Call now to receive a discount of 10% 
for a tune up performed before June 15th

CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC. 
DIRECT HEATING INC.

 

THÉTIQUEO-ESCLINIQUE MÉDIC

VISAGE ET CORPS
FACE & BODY

Rajeunissement et amélioration
de la qualité de la peau

Rejuvenation and improvement
of skin quality

  

thetic mesA
514 342.8346 

OUSV-

TMOUNT  •   .  WES

PRENDRE RENDEZ

V
TRAITEMENT DES VVAARICES

VAARICOSE VEINS

4484,  SHERBROOKE O

CCFP (

 

medicine - Phlebology

CA.OMED.XWWW

(EM) Fellow CSP

Q: Where was this house? 

A: “The other Edgehill” – the one that was downtown near Fort and Dorchester/René Lévesque. 
This photo is from 1971 just before the destruction of the street and the house. See p. SL-22 for 
more of what we have discovered about this street. 

Photo courtesy of © Brian Merrett, Autoroute Ville Marie series 1969-1972.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication the following week. 

email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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Spring flower show welcomes new residents, thanks volunteers 
By Ralph Thompson 

Victoria Hall was decked out with 
spring flowers by the Westmount Horti-

cultural Society and the city’s Community 
Events office on May 10 for the semi-
annual flower show – the first one since 
the pandemic. The event is convened to 

welcome new Westmount residents and 
thank all the many volunteers who make 
so many activities and happenings occur 
smoothly, safely and economically. 

Mayor Christina Smith welcomed new 
residents and thanked the volunteers. 
Smith presented each member of city 
council present and passed along regrets 
from Matt Aronson. 

She encouraged new residents to join 

the library, attend council meetings and 
take advantage of all the facilities West-
mount has to offer. Drinks were served and 
delicious tidbits offered by Mouton Noir 
Traiteur & Cafe. Senior city staff attending 
included director general Julie Mandeville, 
Public Security director Gregory McBain, 
director of Public Works Robert Talarico, 
and Sports and Recreation director Dave 
Lapointe.

Mayor Christina Smith welcomes the gathering and presents city councillors (at right) and the 
city’s senior management (at left).

Mayor Christina Smith (left) and former city councillor Cynthia Lul-
ham, now a community business consultant and the general manager 
for Westmount’s two merchant associations.

Horrified mum Diana Anderson looks on as her cheeky baby Clara expresses her opinion of the cameraman, but then grandmother 
Bissera Anderson joins for a second, more dignified photo. Diana is a former resident of Westmount who has recently returned 
after time in the US and Australia.

• New construction & remodeling 
• Dedicated project management 
• Architectural design services

Renovating your 
house into your 
dream home

514 683-8306 
www.lakeshoreconstruction.com 
info@lakeshoreconstruction.ca 
RBQ: 8347-1839-02
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4 3 8 - 7 0 1 - 5 7 6 0e l e v a m o n t r e a l . c o m 

the most prestigious  
rental complex for active RETIREES  

in downtown montreal

2 3 3 0  t u p p e r  s t r e e t

M O V E - I N  R E A D Y

E L E V A T E  Y O U R S E L F
T O  A  H I G H E R  L E V E L

*Certain conditions apply. For a limited time only.

15% REBATE*
on selected 
apartments



Police Report 

Upper Roslyn security camera images 
reveal suspicious activity 
By Martin C. Barry 

Following a spate of household rob-
beries on streets around Westmount’s 
summit in recent weeks, an Upper Roslyn 
resident shared with police some security 
camera images taken during several appar-
ent casing incidents. 

Around 2:30 am on May 11, according 
to the resident – who asked that she not be 
identified, she received an alarm-company 
text message alerting her that a potential 
intruder was spotted by a surveillance cam-
era lingering around her home’s back door. 

Although she was outside the Montreal 
area at the time, the security-company app 
sent video images of a man wearing a hoo-
die with his face showing quite clearly. 

“He basically came into the backyard,” 
she said, describing what she saw in the 
app. “He didn’t come all the way in, be cause 
I have a gate. He came down the driveway, 
I guess, then came up through the backyard 
and looked around and then left.” 

She contacted a neighbour on her street, 
who called 9-1-1, although the neighbour 
told her she hadn’t noticed any intruders. 

The following day, a second neighbour 
checked her security system and it had 
recorded images of a second intruder. 

“At the very same time, there was another 
guy, totally different looking, in her back-
yard. And then I looked at my doorbell cam-
era in the front of the house, and I looked 
at the footage from that period of time, and 
I could literally see all down the street the 
lights coming on and off in the backyards 
as the motion detectors were triggered.” 

Although she wasn’t aware of any house -
hold robberies or forced entries taking 
place in the area during that time, she said 
“definitely there were at least two people 
who were casing our street.” 

She filed an incident report, along with 
a USB memory key containing the security 
camera footage, with police at Station 12 on 
Stanton St. 

Cst. Mike Yigit, the station’s community 
relations officer, acknowledged that investiga-
tors are working on the dossier, which includes 
the previous break-and-enter incidents. 

Police: Cross at crosswalks/on green lights 

A warning this week from the police 

about the potential hazards of crossing a 
busy street between intersections. Accord-
ing to Cst. Yigit, an elderly man and 
woman were on their way on May 4 around 
10 am to a medical appointment in a build-
ing at the corner of Sherbrooke St. and 
Greene Ave. 

As they were crossing unprotected by a 
crosswalk into the street, the man tripped 
on a possibly broken section of pavement, 
fell and broke his knee. To make things 
worse, he was left splayed out in the middle 
of the street, unable to get up until the arri-
val of an ambulance crew and the police. 

Correction: Resident did not shove 

Regarding a report on a shoving inci-
dent around Westmount/Belmont avenues 
published in the May 9 issue of the Inde-
pendent, Cst. Yigit said he wanted to clarify 
that only the driver of the blocking vehicle, 
and not the resident, used physical force. 

“The other one did not respond with 
any physical violence,” he said regarding 
the resident, while extending an apology 
to the resident, who had contacted Cst. 
Yigit after the report was published.
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Tim Ngo 
Cell.: 514 999-2918 
Bur.: 514 333-3000 

I can serve you in 
French, English, Chinese 

(Mandarin, Cantonese, and 
Chaozhou) and Vietnamese. 

www.timngo.com 
timngo.remax@gmail.com

courtier immobilier certifié 

Remax 3000 inc 
Agence immobilière 

9280 boul. de l’Acadie 
H4N 3C6

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

REMEMBER. REFLECT. RESPOND.

TO OUR ANNUAL SIGNATURE EVENT

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

Helen & 
Stanley Cons 

and Family

Karine & 
Michael Cons 

and Family

BRIDGING COMMUNITIES
FROM COEXISTENCE 
TO HARMONY

You’re invited

RSVP NOW!   514-503-3559
$180 per person

MAY 25, 2023
5:00 p.m. to 
  7:00 p.m.

Cocktail 
featuring guest speaker
H.E. Ahmed Obaid 
Al Mansoori

Founder of the Crossroads of Civilizations 
Museum, Dubai, UAE The only museum 
in the Arab world with a permanent exhibition 
dedicated to Holocaust and Jewish history

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• All vehicles • All work 
• Pick-up/drop-off available

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

The future is electric 
We service all cars, 

including electric ones
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ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Snuff Bottles

Started last week with Contactivity speaker 

Cycling course aims to prepare youth to respect seniors, react quickly 
By Laureen Sweeney 

In recognition of the numbers of seniors 
getting outdoors these days, the safe cycling 
course at the Westmount recreation centre 
focused on special respect for 
seniors at its first session of 
this year May 9. The program 
targets youths aged 8 to 12. 

“Since about 30 percent of 
Westmount residents are sen-
iors, many of whom walk next 
to the busy de Maisonneuve 
bike path, special attention was 
given to being able to adapt 
one’s riding so seniors feel com-
fortable and not threatened,” 
Daniel Lambert told the Inde-
pendent last week. 

Lambert is president of the 
Association of Pedestrians and 
Cyclists of Westmount, which 
presents the annual city pro-
gram. 

To drive home the point, 
Patricia Phillip, a member of 
the Contactivity seniors’ centre, 
participated in the first of this 
year’s four sessions. 

She explained how certain faculties 
diminish with age, such as hearing, eye-
sight, reaction time, balance and bone 
density. 

“This makes it especially important for 

cyclists to adapt and respect seniors by 
slowing down,” Lambert said. This re -
quires cyclists to allow a large passing dis-
tance, use warning bicycle bells and an-
ticipate certain longer times for pedestrians 

to move out of the way. 
“One main theme of the program is re-

spect for others,” he said. “This applies to 
pedestrians and drivers alike,” Lambert 
said. “Be visible, obey the rules, ride in a 

predictable manner and antici-
pate what others may do.” 

Riding safely in the city 

The course focuses on riding 
safely in the city and consists 
of four sessions. During the 
first one, a mechanic from 
Davelo Cycle checks and tunes 
all the bikes and installs free 
bike bells. The children are 
taught the rules of the road and 
other behaviours that will keep 
them safe, he said. 

A final session includes a 
ride to Old Montreal for a free 
ice cream. Typically several par-
ents participate in the last 
session. 

Through these courses, 
Lambert said, “it is hoped that 
future cyclists will enjoy cycling 
and be safe in harmony with 
other pedestrians and drivers.”

Patricia Phillip of the Contactivity seniors’ centre participates May 9 in the first of this year’s sessions on safe cycling for 
youth. Photo courtesy of the Association of Pedestrians and Cyclists of Westmount.
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Festival de la Voix brings 
music to Unitarian Church 

The Festival de la Voix was held at the 
Unitarian Church, located on de Maison-
neuve just west of the NDG-Westmount 
border. 

Celebrating its 10th anniversary, the cel-
ebration starred the Blue Dawn Quartet 
and the IMANI Gospel Singers. The Quar-
tet performed a unique and captivating 
song cycle in Yiddish. Under the direction 
of Rona Nadler, the group sang a beautiful 
20-minute composition for four female 
voices, “In Bloyen Baginen” (“At Blue 
Dawn”) by Rona Nadler based on the 
poems of Kadya Molodowsky (1894-1976). 
The quartet is made up of Rona Nadler, 
Alexandra Asher, Kimberley Lynch and 
Meagan Zantingh. 

The IMANI Gospel Singers wowed one 
and all. Led by choir director powerhouse 
Marcia Bailey, they rocked the house fea-
turing outstanding soloists along with the 
entire ensemble. 

Festival artistic director Kerry-Anne 
Kutz expressed her appreciation “to the art-
ists for their exceptional performances over 
the past 10 years, to our community of 
music lovers and volunteers and to our 
vital financial support.” 

Guests and VIPs in attendance included 
musicians Gary Russell; Sandra Hunt, 
music director at Unitarian Church, and 
Sheila Laursen, president of the Lakeshore 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation. 

Also in attendance were Peter Letko, 
Letko Brosseau; Irene Robson, Festival vol-
unteer committee; volunteers Didier Gio-
vanelli, social media specialist, and Gary 
Spiller, environmental scientist; Janis 
Kirschner, publicist, and Sonia Castiglione, 
co-founder of the Festival de la Voix. 

The festival was produced by Vox 
Aeterna, a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to the support of music in the com-
munity. It is also committed to promoting 
the music of Québecois and Canadian 
composers with its Art Songs of Canada 
program, uniting composers from across 
the country to work with voice students 
and collaborators at universities and con-
servatories. 

Event committee mem -
bers at the concert in clud -

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

IMANI Gospel Singers

Kimberley Lynch, Alexandra Asher, Rona Nadler and Meagan Zantingh.

continued on p. 16
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Montreal’s Finest 
Rental Apartments

lecartier.ca

Contact:
Catherine Paradis
(514) 586-1511
cparadis@lecartier.ca

Book #10 for McGill management prof 

Moore: Boomers, GenXers need 
to apologize often, explain always 

Westmounter and McGill University 
business professor Karl Moore has just 
published his tenth book, Generation Why: 
How Boomers Can Lead and Learn from Mil-
lennials and Gen Z. His contention is that 
the Baby Boomers and GenXers running 
the world need to adjust their “modern” 
worldview to account for the post-modern 
Millennials and GenZs (pronounced 
“Zees”). 

It is about the “nature of truth,” he told 
the Independent May 2, “There is less capi-
tal-T Truth.” 

Younger people are taught “that their 
story is as good as mine, and emotions are 
truth. What I feel is true. Emotions can be 
equal to logic.” 

Moore (born in 1955, mid-Baby Boom) 
contrasts this approach to what was nor-
mal when he started in business. If some-
one became emotional, the meeting would 
be adjourned. 

In practice, this new way of working can 
mean many things, including being open 
to “reverse mentoring” (learning from 
young people) and to emergent (not top-
down) strategy creation. 

“It used to be: ‘Never explain. Never 
apologize.’ Now it should be: ‘Apologize 
easily. Explain everything.’” 

His contention connects not just to 
organizational behaviour, but to the tech-
heavy world that we live in, where “What 
was true is no longer true.”

Karl Moore on May 2 on Victoria Ave. with his 
new book, Generation Why. Photo: Independent.

ed Vox Aeterna’s Dennis McPeak, board 
treasurer; incoming directors Nadia di 
Lauro and Thierry Kelem, and volunteer 
director Ian Robson. Other Vox Aerterna 
board members present were president 
Michael Cartile, professional lead trumpet 
player; vp Dale MacDonald, associate of 

Gérontologis; secretary Stefania Bertrand, 
music theatre director and performer; and 
founder/artistic director Kerry-Anne Kutz, 
professional singer and voice teacher. 

The Festival de la Voix welcomes all, 
from grade school to seniors, to celebrate 
music and the joy of spring.

Festival de la Voix, cont’d from p. 15



Hodges becomes new executive director at Centre Greene 
By Martin C. Barry 

The board of directors at Centre Greene 
has announced that Heather Hodges, who 
was interim executive director since last 
year, has been promoted to executive direc-
tor. 

According to some biographical notes 
issued by the board following the appoint-
ment, Hodges has a bachelor of education 
degree and has worked at Centre Greene 
since 2014. 

Her first role at the Greene Ave. recre-
ational centre was to co-ordinate the after-
school program. Shortly after this, she was 
appointed director of Centre Greene’s sum -
mer camp program. In 2018, she was pro-
moted to director of programs. 

‘Creative, innovative’ 

“She is creative, focused and inno-
vative,” said board chairwoman Jane 
Wightman. “We feel that Heather’s broad 

range of experience is a huge advantage. 
“She has built great relationships with 

all age groups that come through our doors 
at 1080 Greene Ave.,” added Wightman. 
“We feel very fortunate to have her take on 
this important leadership role in the city 
of Westmount and beyond.” 

In an interview with the Independent, 
Hodges explained how she first became 
involved as a staff member at Centre 
Greene nearly a decade ago. She had been 
working primarily in the field of special 
education for children, while spending 
summers working in sports and recre-
ation. 

“I found working in recreation a lot 
 easier to do,” she said, noting that special 
education is an especially challenging pro-
fession. 

After several years, “I didn’t want to be 
somebody who wasn’t doing the best they 
could for the people I was serving,” said 
Hodges. “I felt that I was able to accom-

plish more and do more for people in rec-
reation.” 

‘Trusting, relaxed atmosphere’ 

She said that after starting work at 
Centre Greene, she was overwhelmed at 
first by the trusting and relaxed atmos-
phere. 

“I didn’t know what to make of it, be -
cause everyone was so nice and I was afraid 
it might be disingenuous. I had never been 
given such a warm welcome. I wasn’t ac -
customed to that.” 

But within a few months, Hodges found 
she had fallen into step with the positive 
energy – “and I can’t imagine my life with-
out it now,” she said. 

Born in Valleyfield around 40 kilo-
metres south-west of Montreal, she was 
raised in an English-speaking home in a 
predominantly French-speaking commu-
nity. 

“It was a really strange place to grow up 

when your family speaks primarily Eng-
lish,” said Hodges, who is thoroughly bilin-
gual today as a result of her upbringing. 

While lamenting that the isolation left 
her feeling somewhat deprived of a feeling 
of belonging, Hodges said joining Centre 
Greene provided the first real sense of 
com munity she had ever experienced. 

Looking forward, she said she and the 
board of directors want to promote Centre 
Greene’s growth along these lines, “mak-
ing sure that the centre is a space where 
people feel they belong,” said Hodges.
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Seen here on April 27 at the front entrance of Centre Greene are, from left, staff members Michael Derix, Sophie Cram, Heather Hodges, Mya Sheaves-
Blair and Esther Wade.
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Bring home some Joy & Love 

Exquisite mommy cat Kala found solace 
and care on the back porch of this neigh-

bourhood home where the caring and 
dedicated family fed her and cared for her 
outside. 

She had two kittens, Joy and Love, who 
are now ready for their own homes. Kala 
is a loving mother and has not let anyone 
near her kittens, except to offer food. They 
are more active now and it is time for them 
to be adopted for their own health and 
safety. 

Please contact me at my email address 
lysfow@gmail.com to find out more about 
beautiful Kala mother and her adorable 
kittens. This is an urgent placement as this 
family is moving shortly, and Kala and 
kittens have to be adopted into the comfort 
of their own homes as soon as possible. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Anastasia & Chunky, a cute little couple 

Anastasia is bonded to Chunky and they 
would be so happy in a new family to -
gether. This adorable pair of tiny Chihua-
hua-types is ready for a home as soon as 
you can go by and make arrangements to 
bring them home from the Montreal SPCA 
kennel. 

Affectionate and playful, they are a won-
derful fun companions. Anastasia is a 
precious white five-year-old and Chunky is 
a two-tone caramel and black six-year-old. 

They are both very healthy, up to date 
with their inoculations, sterilized and 
microchipped. 

For more information on this cuddly 
duo, please refer to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com, scroll to Anasta-
sia’s information page from her identifica-
tion number, 52607585 and to Chunky’s 
information page from his identification 
number, 52607598. 

From the upper right-hand side of the 
page, check the daily schedule for the 
shelter to plan your visit, as it opens at 10 
am every day. The Montreal SPCA is 

located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West in Mon-
treal H4P 1X4. 

With smaller dogs, two together are 
such great company. Anastasia and 
Chunky are perfect in a family environ-
ment. Please enquire about adopting them. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) 

on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list 

(and sell) locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Buy locally to sell locally

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Minor Exemption Application 

The City of Westmount has received an application for a minor exemption for 1.
the immovable located at 437 Argyle Avenue. 

The application will be reviewed at the regular sitting of the Municipal Council 2.
that will be held on June 5, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of 
City Hall, located at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West, in Westmount and will be 
broadcast live on the City’s website. The link for the sitting will be available 
at the following address: www.westmount.org/council-live. 

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://westmount.org/
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit to 
300 words and submit before Friday 10 am 

to be considered for publication the 
following week. Email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Assistant Sought 

I am looking for an on-site part-time assistant with Mac expertise 
to help me organize and catalogue photographs & documents 
etc. Please call Aurel at 514-582-4157. 

Weeding & Yard Work 
Garden cleaning, small lawns, weeding, adding mulch, yard 
cleanup, raking leaves. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Painter Available 
Excellent painter, meticulous, efficient, reasonable rates and 
references provided. Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Residential Home Cleaning 
Are you selling your house in the next few months and need a 
big cleaning or do you need a post-renovation cleaning? Pro-
fessional Services 514-290-1673, Marie. 

Hawaii Rental Available 
Honolulu, Hawaii short-term rental home in exclusive area. Six 
bedrooms, pool, AC. Maximum 10 adults. Email don3662@
me.com for further details and references. 

Private Flute Lessons 
Online or at home. Contact: ernstania@gmail.com, (514) 291-
1460 About the teacher: Music enthusiast with 12 years of 
 training.

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998



Win for best Canadian short documentary 

Durnfords’ latest film examines ‘Last Respects’ for the forgotten 
By Martin C. Barry 

When most people die, they are usually 
fortunate enough to receive funeral rites. 

But as Westmount-based documentary 
filmmakers Megan Durnford and her son 
Hugh Durnford-Dionne discovered, not 
everyone is so fortunate. 

The reality is that thousands of Cana-
dians, from homeless youth to neglected 
seniors, die in such dire circumstances that 
their bodies are never claimed – let alone 
honoured. 

She and her son, a cinematographer, 
video editor and Concordia University stu-
dent who usually makes music videos, 
decided to delve into the topic in Last 
Respects, a short documentary film that 
examines the power and impact of ritual 
in our lives. 

In 2014, Montreal priest Father Claude 

Paradis created an annual ceremony to cel-
ebrate the lives of people who died and 
whose remains went “unclaimed.” 

Before the advent of this now annual 
event, Montreal’s unclaimed bodies were 
unceremoniously cremated and buried in 
a mass grave. Through Father Paradis’ 
efforts, these people now receive a final 
moment of dignity. 

Last Respects recently was awarded the 
Betty Youson Award for Best Canadian 
Short Documentary at the Hot Docs Cana-
dian International Documentary Film Fes-
tival, widely regarded as the most impor-
tant documentary film festival in North 
America. 

“It’s a topic that is never talked about,” 
she said in an interview with the Indepen-
dent last week. 

“Most people are familiar with funerals 
and memorials and different kinds of rit-

uals ceremonies. But imagine that some-
one doesn’t have any of those and their 
body is not even claimed. I mean, I just 
was so kind of shocked to learn this. For 
me, this is the ultimate in loneliness.” 

Megan Durnford’s first foray into docu-
mentary filmmaking was Just A Lawn (2007), 
a short doc about the obsession some people 
have with “perfect” lawn-making. 

In 2011, she directed Une brique à la fois, 
a portrayal of four Quebec adult LEGO 
builders. The 45-minute documentary was 
nominated for a Golden Sheaf Award 
(Documentary Arts/Culture) at the York-
ton Film Festival. 

And in 2018, she directed the documen-
tary film I Am Still Your Child, about the 
impact of parental mental illness on 
children, which was broadcast by the CBC. 

See also photo on p. 1.
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Hour-long consultation focuses on parking, solutions 

Vic village rezoning hears from handful of attendees 
By Laureen Sweeney 

At a public consultation meeting May 9 
city council members heard the pros and 
cons of amending a zoning by-law to open 
up Victoria village to more medical clinics 
and doctors’ offices on the second storey. 
The aim is to revitalize the commercial 
strips along Sherbooke and down Victoria 

comprising six zones. 
Of the handful of attendees who spoke 

at the hour-long session, the only two who 
live in the district – residents of Somerville 
– opposed the loosening of restrictions 
based on concerns for increased traffic and 
parking. 

A resident of The Boulevard advised the 
need for impact studies while a resident of 

Rosemount Ave. called the re-zoning a 
“golden opportunity to open up” to all 
medical professionals. 

Suggested solutions to parking issues 
included the issuing of colour-coded park-
ing stickers for Victoria village residents 
as is used around the Westmount recre-
ation centre, and discussing possible re-
development of the Metro parking lot. 

The next step in the process is now for 
city council to adopt a second reading of 
the amending by-law. If enough residents 
petition for one, there would then be a ref-
erendum register as outlined at the start 
of the meeting. If there are enough regis-
trants in given zones and the city does not 
withdraw the proposed change, there 
would be a referendum on the proposal.

How opening up to more doctors’ offices was viewed in public consultation 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The public consultation meeting May 9 
to allow more doctors’ offices and medical 
clinics in Victoria village opened with 
Mayor Christina Smith explaining that the 
city had adopted the current by-law nine 
years ago. 

This was in response to concerns the 
building of the new MUHC super-hospital 
might cause its services to overflow into 
Westmount’s nearby commercial district 
causing a potential impact on parking. 
When these were accommodated else-
where, the need has now become finding 
a way to reduce commercial vacancies in 
Victoria village, she said. 

As a result, explained Urban Planning 
director Frédéric Neault in presenting the 
draft by-law amendment 1601, two “rather 
simple modifications” are now required. 
These are to repeal the quota of 35 and the 
size area that had been imposed. “A maxi-
mum of 600 square feet is not very large 

for a medical clinic,” he stated. 
Denis Ferland, director of Legal Ser-

vices, then said the next steps in the pro-
cess are for the council to proceed with a 
second reading of the draft by-law, with or 
without changes, and for this to be subject 
to a potential referendum register. 

Two residents oppose 

The meeting was then opened to com-
ments from the floor starting with the only 
two who spoke from the Victoria village 
district. 

Michael Wertheimer, a longtime resi-
dent of Somerville, said his block already 
had significant traffic and parking issues 
and would experience more in the next two 
years. This, he predicted would come with 
the new Groupe Maurice LIZ retirement 
residence in NDG at Claremont and a deci-
sion “still in limbo” concerning Château 
Maisonneuve the highrise at 4998 de Mai-
sonneuve. This is to convert four current 
office floors to residential. 

Marielle Wertheimer suggested the city 
consider parking on both sides of some 
potentially one-way streets in Victoria vil-
lage. 

Former councillors duel 

Former city councillor Patrick Martin, 
of The Boulevard, spoke next, suggesting 
impact studies be made first and the city 
proceed slowly because “when the genie’s 
out of the bottle, you can’t put it back in.” 

Former, 26-year councillor Cynthia Lul-
ham, who now represents the city’s two 
merchant associations, followed up on the 
issue of parking. She explained how the 
city had introduced a special colour-coded 
parking sticker for residents near the West-
mount recreation centre, “which has been 
very enforceable.” 

Rony Cukier of Rosemount Ave. said 
that “In my opinion, it’s a mistake to limit” 
space for medical professionals when “all 
over Montreal office space is suffering, and 
adding that “We have a golden opportunity 

to open up to all medical professionals.” 
He suggested the city discuss re-develop-
ment of the Metro store’s parking lot for 
potential use. 

From the council table, Councillor Matt 
Aronson, whose commissionership in -
cludes economic development, said the 
draft re-zoning provided “a wonderful 
opportunity to make a thriving community 
in our city.” 

It also “addresses a range of services,” 
said Councillor Conrad Peart, whose com-
missionership includes Urban Planning. 
He began listing off those as including 
social workers, respiratory therapists, 
chiro practors… 

The six commercial zones involved in 
the rezoning are C5-20-01, C5-20-02, C5-
20-03, C5-20-04, C5-20-05 and C17-20-06. 

The Independent’s editor lives in a 
contiguous urban planning zone, opposes 

the re-zoning and intends to sign any 
petition or register offered to him.

Megan Durnford and son Hugh Durnford-
Dionne. Photo courtesy of M. Durnford.
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Must be on waiting list for GP 

Primary Care Access Point offers relief 
for ‘orphan’ patients, says Dr. Roper 
By Martin C. Barry 

Dr. Mark Roper has been seeing a lot of 
“orphan” patients – especially since the 
beginning of the COVID pandemic more 
than three years ago. 

Roper, who runs the Roper Clinic on 
Melville Ave. and who is also attached to 
the Queen Elizabeth Health Complex in 
NDG, estimates that only about 61 per cent 
of Westmounters currently have a family 
doctor. 

As well, says Roper, 100,000 people are 
without a family doctor in this region 
alone, which includes western downtown 
and Montreal West. 

“It’s the highest in Quebec,” he said, 
while adding that he hasn’t seen any real 
signs the numbers are going down, in spite 
of the provincial government’s efforts. 

He suggests the blame can be placed at 
least partly on the fact new doctors aren’t 
being recruited to replace those who are 
retiring. “We’re basically not replacing our 
retirements in primary care,” he said. 

On a more positive note, Roper said the 
provincial health ministry has set up a new 
program, the Primary Care Access Point, 
to help people without a family doctor 
obtain a medical consultation or a health 
service. 

In order to benefit from the program, a 
person must be on the waiting list for a 
family doctor, or be currently under the 
care of a group of doctors. 

Roper said the Primary Care Access 
Point makes it possible for those without 
a family doctor to have a single visit with 
a doctor just to regulate an immediate 
medical issue or to renew a prescription. 
He said doctors in the community were 
asked by the health ministry to pitch in and 
help with the program. 

“It’s a stopgap measure until the system 

changes and we’re able to freely recruit 
family doctors,” he said. 

Regarding the provincial government’s 
latest reform of the public health care sys-
tem, which proposes to place the existing 
network of regional CISSS and CIUSSS 
agencies under a single agency known as 
Santé Québec, he said he was not opti-
mistic. 

The Primary Care Access Point can be 
found on the web at the following address: 
www.quebec.ca/en/health/finding-a-
resource/primary-care-access-point.

Dr. Mark Roper, seen here on April 27 at the 
Queen Elizabeth Health Complex, says the 
 Primary Care Access Point can help connect 
“orphan” patients to doctors.
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Mobility Scooter
Invacare 

“Pegasus” 
Retails at 
$4500 
asking 
only 

$1500. 
Call 514- 
937-8081

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca



Cedars gala raises $1.8 million 

A fabulous gala was held at Windsor 
Station, beautifully transformed for the 
black-tie eve, which raised $1.8 million for 
the MUHC Cedars Cancer Centre. 

“Le Gala – At the Leading Edge” hon-
oured the talented interdisciplinary teams 
of healthcare professionals who work at the 
centre. The event also showcased the 
centre’s exciting new developments. 

Gala co-chairs were Paola Aprikian and 
Daphne Tsadilas Shamie. Honorary co-
chairs were Dr. Armen Aprikian, Diana 
Ferrara Scalia and Adam Turner. 

Event guests included cancer survivor 
Marc Normandeau, a medical communi-
cations specialist at L’Oréal, who said:“I’m 
sitting here tonight having survived acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia three times. I was 
diagnosed when I was only four, then again 
at 13. My goal is to ensure that other cancer 
patients don’t have to hear the dreaded 
words ‘it’s back.’” 

To say that guests had a great time is an 
understatement: dancing was a must! The 
550 supporters were brought to their feet 
with powerful performances by Grammy 

winning R & B and disco queen Thelma 
Houston and Canada’s very own American 
Idol sensation Nicolina. Presenting spon-
sors, the Brien and Aghazarian families, 
were praised for their contributions. 

Attendees included Dr. Pierre Gfeller, 
former executive director MUHC; Jeff 
 Shamie, CEO Cedars Cancer Foundation 

and Westmount city councillor, and his 
wife Daphne Tsadilas-Shamie, and their 
children Sophia, Alexa, Francesca and 
Chloe Shamie; Peter Kruyt, MUHC board 
chair and his wife Claire Mullins; Tony 
Aksa, immediate past chair Cedars’ board, 
and his wife, Carine Bou Karam; Phyllis 
and John Rae; George and Simé Armoyan; 

Arden and Christine Dervishian; the 
ambassador of Lebanon to Canada; Fadi 
Ziadeh, and his wife, Tania; the honorary 
consul of Armenia in Quebec, Levon 
Afeyan, and his wife, Ana; Marcia Gillman 
and Michael Flinker; Chantal Carrier and 
Louis Vachon; Myriam 
Dahan and Ronald 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave
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Diana Ferrara-Scalia, Daphne Tsadilas-Shamie, Jeff Shamie, Paola Aprikian, and Dr. Armen Aprikian.

continued on p. 22
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Ouvert au plublic

Designer’s Source for Bedding
Showroom Hours: M-F/10-5 – Shop at TOILESHOWROOM.COM

330 Victoria Ave, Westmount – 514.486.2424

Snuff Bottles

Reuben; Sarah Lamarche and Christopher 
Nacos, Mary and Frank Rana, Evelyn and 
Demo Trifonopoulos, Brigitte Lalanda and 
Sam Kersheh, Audrey Huot and Nadim 
Rizk, Gwen Nacos; Lisa Chamandy; Sarah, 
Catherine and Norman Cook, Peggy Tabet 
and Joseph El Khoury, Andrew Carter, 
Anthony Calvillo, Antonia Moquette Betts, 
Bram Gordon, Lorne Smart, Ariel Dayan 
and Dan Médalsy, and doctors Nader 
Sadeghi, Roger Tabah, Rafael Sanchez-
Salas, Anita Brown-Johnson, Dexter Gre-
gory Johnson, and Mark Roper. 

Also seen were Lyne Picard, Susan 
Horan, Catherine Melling Turner, Connie 
Gagliardi and Eric Lacharité.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 21

Tony Aksa and Carine Bou Karam.

Lyne Picard, Nader Sadeghi, Roger Tabah and Susan Horan.Catherine, Norman and Sarah Cook and Gwen Nacos.

Dr. Rafael Sanchez-Salas, Dr. Eleanor Hew, Dr. Anita Brown-Johnson, Dr. Dexter Gregory Johnson 
and Dr. Mark RoperCatherine Melling Turner, Adam Turner, Connie Gagliardi and Eric Lacharité.

Bram Gordon, Lorne Smart, Mike Flinker, David Wiseman and Dan Médalsy.Peter Kruyt and Pierre Gfeller.
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Tcompany of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 

2022. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_001 (06/2021)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $5 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 
or Sholom Tabak, 

dvisorSenior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty  
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me. 

Homeowner Tip #26 
Remember to clean or change your filters before 
turning on your A/C! Running your wall-mount 

unit on “fan” for 12 hours before 1st use can 
help clean the pipes!

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR SALE

FINALLY! This sunny + renovated 2+1 bedroom, 2 bath condo with garage in the POM has not only a balcony but the mountain view you’ve been waiting for with windows on 2 sides!

2+1 Bedroom ground floor co-property built in 1886 w/private garden and tons of cachet!

 JUST LISTED! 4700 STE. CATHERINE O. #410 | WESTMOUNT | $1,250,000 | MLS 23178330

QUESNEL | LITTLE BURGUNDY | $775,000 | MLS 25958797

JUST LISTED FOR RENT!

1 MCGILL #420 | OLD MONTREAL | $749,000 | 21929912

2 bedroom, 2 bath condo with balcony + garage in A1 building, steps to the Old Port!

3474 AYLMER | MCGILL GHETT0 | $2,950/MO. | MLS 25203098 396 OLIVIER #8 | WESTMOUNT | $1,975/MO. | MLS 27497815

Fabulous garden level 2 bdrm, 2 bath apartment with backyard space in A1 location! 2 bedroom, 1-bath apartment steps from bus, metro + Greene Avenue!


