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Smith contends union spreading ‘false information’ Sp”'ng arrives in Westmount

Blue-collar demonstration at her | T O io PR
home ‘unacceptable’: mayor - | :

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Mayor Christina Smith opened the city
council meeting March 20 with an update
on “events” related to ongoing negotiations
with the city’s blue-collar workers, saying
in part the city was offering “generous”
changes that include “better work-family
balance.”

“However, last Thursday, March 16, a
line was crossed,” she said. “I was shocked
to see several blue-collar workers and
union representatives show up in front of
my house to demonstrate. Some even
spoke directly from my porch to personally
attack me and spread false information
about the city’s offers to the blue-collar
workers during the negotiations.

“Posters and flags of the union,” she
said, “were also hung on the front door of
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my home. This is the home where I live
with my family. The home where I live
with my children. This is unacceptable...
Those actions were nothing more than
intimidation.”

This, she explained, “has no place in
our work environment, in our city and as
a bargaining tool will not be tolerated.”

The word “respect” had been used “a
lot” in the negotiations,” she said. “But the
respect has to be mutual. The privacy of
all Westmounters, including elected offi-
cials, must also be respected. Union dem-
onstrations must take place in the public
space, not on private property.”

She concluded saying she hoped last
Thursday’s event would not be repeated.

Soon after her statement, Richard Du-
four, the first questioner of

the meeting said “how continued on p. 6

Proposed change follows nine years of restrictions
Victoria village opening up again
to doctors’ offices, clinics

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

How much has changed in nine years!

Now that the MUHC super-hospital has
been built and is operating, city council
March 20 gave notice of its intention to
repeal its zoning restrictions from 2014
that limit the number and space size for
doctors’ offices and medical clinics in Vic-
toria village.

... although it may have left and arrived again a few times by the time you read this. Regardless,
good friends Alice, left, and Nicole were strolling in Westmount Park March 24 enjoying a beautiful
spring afternoon. Nicole is a McGill student in civil engineering and Alice is studying cinematography
in New York. Alice was also taking traditional film photographs of the park with her Hasselblad

camera. PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.

Foot pain?
Heel spur?
Bunions?

While the proposed zoning By-law 1601
was presented by Councillor Matt Aronson
without comment, the changes to remove
quotas and floor-area sizes are listed for six
commercial zones “to encourage the occu-
pation of certain vacant premises.”

The six zones identified are roughly
located along Sherbrooke between Clare-
mont and Grosvenor and
south along Victoria. They continued on p. 10
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1 Mcgill, “Old Port”

“1 Mcgill"" The uniqueness of the address is matched
only by its splendid architecture, which has become an
emblematic icon of the Metropolitan panorama. A few

decades ago the 1 Mcgill kicked off the rebirth and
revitalization of the historic district. Like a phoenix, Old

Montreal has risen from its ashes and is experiencing

a second life while keeping its past steeped in history

alive! Perched between heaven and earth this unit is

fully fenestrated offering SPECTACULAR 360 degree

VIEWS of the splendid scenery of the colorful change

of seasons, the landmark buildings of the downtown

core as well as the cruise liners arrival and departure

in the “Old Port.”

Habitat 67, “Cité du Havre”
“Habitat 67” The emblematic building that has
become an international reference in Architecture!
One of the rare two cubes having preserved their
original state, certain elements and modules so
dear to fans of this unique address! One of the
most sought after models in this category.
Flooded with natural light from sunrise to sunset.
Ingenious configuration of the living
area spread over two levels thus promoting
the privacy of the occupants of this two
bedroom, renovated and upgraded
bathroom and powder room. Classic layout

at this sought after TIMELESS address.
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Public Security plans ‘Easter Bingo’ for seniors

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

In its outreach to seniors, Public Secur-
ity is hosting a bingo event at Victoria Hall
on April 6 from 4 to 6 pm. Because of the
date just before Easter weekend, it is being
called an “Easter Bingo,” according to assis-
tant Public Security director Kim Colqu-
houn.

Posters have been placed at several
apartment buildings and other locations in
the city where seniors are known to live.
Prizes and snacks are to be offered. To
reserve a spot, eligible residents are
requested to call Colquhoun at 514.989.
5367 since only 80 places will be available.

The event is being modelled after a Hal-
lowe’en bingo in 2022 that coincided with
a mini-COVID wave, which ended up

Fretz thanks city,
Public Security for
quick response

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

At the council meeting March 20, fre-
quent questioner John Fretz rose to say he
and his wife had been in Westmount Park
March 11 after attending the city’s self-
defence program when “an elderly woman
had taken a fall” in the park and was being
cared for by a caregiver.

When they appeared to need assistance,
he said, he called Public Security who
arrived very quickly to help. “I was very
impressed,” he said, thanking both Public
Security for its response as well as the city’s
Sports and Recreation department for pro-
viding the self-defence program.

This is the same incident covered in the
Independent of March 21 (p. 3), where it was
stated that after assisting the woman, the
responding officer drove her and her care-
giver back to the nearby Place Kensington
where she lives.
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Real Estate Broker
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june@junebaily.com
junebaily.com

keeping away some of those planning to
attend and who have requested a repeat
event.

Such an event helps forge a meaningful
relationship with seniors and the various
programs offered by Public Security to
assist them, Colquhoun said.

PSO Wllllam Lamontagne oﬁ'"lmates at Public
Security’s first bingo event held just before Hal-

lowe’en last October.
PHOTO COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT PUBLIC SECURITY

Rabbits rescued in

Westmount Park!

Public Security received a call March 13
at11:20 pm from a resident reporting rab-
bits in Westmount Park, according to
department officials.

When officers responded, they were
able to collect two “young” rabbits. Because
of their domesticated dispositions, it was
surmised that they had been dropped off.

They were taken back to the station and
subsequently picked up by Contréle ani-
mal Vaudreuil-Soulanges.

This is the rescue group that handles
the city’s wildlife issues with the hope that
suitable homes or locations might be

found.

In this case, “the rabbits were adopted
for zootherapy with kids,” Public Security
reported after a follow-up inquiry last
week.

Parkers beware: street

maintenance starts April 1

Residents are reminded to keep a look-
out for street cleaning times when parking
is prohibited starting April 1, Public Secur-
ity officials said. Times differ according to
the street and block.

-
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Sleeping Beauty in Victoria Village = *

"Stunning Victorian beauty in
prime location on a double sized
lot! This grand and spacious home
boasts all the charming details
of yesteryear, combined with
modern amenities. Featuring
soaring ceilings, intricate
woodwork, stained glass windows,
and more. With ample living
space, this home is perfect for
entertaining and raising a family.
Don't miss this rare opportunity!"
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‘ PS: 62 Chesterfield - sold in a week, multiple offers. You price it right, you sell it right!! ‘

Sylvie
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514 895-7001

sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com
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Your Search Ends Here!
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Half for Vic village, half for Greene

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

The city’s two merchant associations,
in the Victoria village and Greene commer-
cial districts, were awarded grants of
$40,000 each at the city council meeting
March 20 to help revitalize their districts.

According to the city resolution moved

Igztegrit)'/ & —— by Councillor Matt Aronson, whose com-
‘;gfglt’lz‘j; ROYAL LEPAGE missionership includes economic develop-
1)
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By MARTIN C. BARRY

A break-in and robbery last week at a
Sherbrooke St. retail outlet suggests some
local merchants still aren’t taking seriously
some advice from police to remove cash
receipts at the end of the working day.

On March 20 around 5 am, Station 12’s
overnight team received a call about a bur-
glar alarm that had gone off at the store
near the corner of Claremont Ave.

“The suspect went in by the front door
Dby shattering the window of the main door,
and he took the money that was in the cash
drawer,” said Station 12 community rela-

N wAnneL-Mdrie
Larve

514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

QP Strathmore

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

Arborists you can trust

Expert Tree Services in Montreal and

the West Island since 1992. Over the years,
we have built a reputation for superior
results and great customer service to
residential and commercial customers.

*Pruning

*Dead Wooding

*Tree and Hedge Trimming
*Tree Removal and Planting
*Stump Grinding

*Cabling and Bracing

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

514 831-8733

Emergency Work 24/7

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

ment, the grants are conditional on the
associations providing their financial state-
ments for the past year along with a break-
down of the allocation of the grant funds.

“Our merchants are working very hard
to promote business in our areas as they
try to re-build and grow post-COVID,”
Aronson explained. The grants are ex-
pected to help the associations hold events
and other promotional activities.

tions officer Cst. Adalbert Pimentel.

He said a security camera captured
images of the suspect from beginning to
end of the incident, which lasted no more
than 15 seconds.

“He just broke in, went in, went straight
to the cash and took off right away,” Pimen-
tel added. According to a description of the
male suspect, he was wearing a black coat,
a white hoodie, dark slacks, as well as
gloves and black shoes.

It was far from the first time that a mer-
chant in one of Westmount’s two commer-
cial districts was robbed after leaving
money behind after hours in the till.

k E“_ S
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE...
1700 DOCTEUR PENFIELD #74

If you are looking for a co-op with
incredible views, a large terrace, a double
indoor garage plus 1 outdoor spot, a large
wine cellar, with a penthouse loft, in the

o oE
- ———

Golden Square Mile, then this unit

is for you!lll MLS 19333278

PROFUSION

IMMOBILIER

Forbes

$1,249,000

Council okays $80,000 to help re-build commercial sectors

Although the associations have oper-
ated for many years, they were granted
non-profit status in 2018. This enabled
them to receive the grants.

The resolution explains that while “a
local municipality may grant financial
assistance to promote the well-being of'its
population,” in this case, “having prosper-
ous economic sectors is essential to the
well-being of Westmount’s population.”

Police repeat warning to merchants to empty the cash register

“We always advise to leave the cash
drawer open and empty, so that someone
outside seeing that knows there’s nothing
to steal,” said Pimentel.

The responding officers found what is
believed to be a burglary tool that could
have been used to break in. The Montreal
police department’s forensic identification
unit will be analyzing it for fingerprints or
traces of DNA to be compared with evi-
dence from other crime incidents.

Break-in at Wood & St. Catherine

Investigators at Station
12 are working on a file

..................

continued on p. 5
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Notice of draft by-law ‘a start’: Mayor Smith

Ban on wood-burning to start

with commercial

Is a ban on the burning of wood in
Westmount fireplaces coming sooner than
expected?

City council presented a draft by-law
March 20 explaining the city’s intention to
prohibit the burning of solid fuel (wood)
in heating or cooking devices as well as
fireplaces but in commercial establish-
ments or for commercial use.

The object of this By-law 1600 “is to con-
trol the emission of particulate matter”
into the atmosphere, as an environmental
measure to help reduce health problems
such as asthma related in particular to
winter smog.

When Montreal proposed a ban on new
wood-burning fireplaces and stoves in
2009 to apply in 2018, it requested in 2011
that Westmount and other island suburbs
do the same. This was when Quebec
offered a rebate to replace these wood-
burning devices with fireplaces or stoves
that use cleaner alternatives (see story
August 1, 2011 p. 1, 7).

The ban was not believed to be required
in Westmount, at least, where houses do
not commonly use wood for heating as in
some areas in Montreal.

Fast forward to 2018, however, when the
Montreal prohibition came into force,
Westmount did not follow suit, to the relief
of many homeowners who use fireplaces
for ambiance rather than heating (see story
September 8, 2015, p. 1).

No comment provided

After Councillor Matt Aronson, com-
missioner of sustainability, moved last
week’s resolution, without comment, to
introduce the proposed draft by-law,
Richard Dufour of Anwoth Rd. asked for
confirmation that it would apply only com-
mercially.

When told it would, he said, “Why are

use in '25

we stopping there?”

“It’s a start,” replied Mayor Christina
Smith.

The proposed by-law states that as of
September 1, 2025 the installation or
replacement of a wood-burning device is
to be prohibited commercially unless it is
certified under certain allowable emission
standards.

Enforcement of the by-law would be the
role of Urban Planning and Public Security
inspectors, and any person authorized by
the city. Fines for non-compliance for indi-
viduals are listed as $500 to $2,000 and
from $1,000 to $4,000 for a company.

When the issue of a potential ban on
interior wood-burning was first announced
in 2011, it was suggested by then-mayor
Peter Trent that when Westmounters order
wood for fireplaces, they choose hard wood
such as maple. This is because hard wood
gives off half'as much of the offending fine
particles as soft woods.

Police report, cont’d from p. 4

regarding a March 21 break-and-enter inci-
dent at a commercial address near the
corner of Wood Ave. and St. Catherine St.

Around 10 am, a male suspect was seen
approaching a loading dock at the building
while stating to a witness that he needed
to use a washroom.

Shortly after, private security officers
received a call about noise coming from an
area where retailers and offices are located
that the suspect had entered.

The security officers found that a door
at one retailer had been broken and an
office had been entered. The investigators
have an image of the suspect taken by a
security camera.

Appel aux artistes de

Westmount

Les artistes de Westmount sont invités a
soumettre leur candidature pour la prochaine
saison d’expositions de la Galerie du Victoria Hall.
Ce concours s’adresse aux artistes émergents,
semi-professionnels ou établis résidant a
Westmount. Les artistes sélectionnés se verront
proposer une exposition solo ou partagée a la
Galerie du Victoria Hall.

du Victoria Hall :

2rie

Période d’inscription annuelle
DU 15 FEVRIER AU 15 AVRIL

Invitation to Westmount
Artists

Westmount Artists are invited to submit their
proposals for the next exhibition season of the
Gallery at Victoria Hall. This call for proposals
is open to emerging, semi-professional or
established artists residing in Westmount.
Selected artists will be offered a solo or shared
exhibition at the Gallery at Victoria Hall.

Annual Application Period
FEBRUARY 15 TO APRIL 15

westmount.org
galerieart@westmount.org
514 989-5265
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DETERMINED AIM & PRO-ACTIVE,
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THE BEST RESULTS SINCE 2009

Remax Action Inc — 1225 Greene Ave. Westmount
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SCAN TO VISIT
PROPERTY

520 AV. ARGYLE, WESTMOUNT
$2,995,000

SCAN TO VISIT

SHOWCASING EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES

PROPERTY

112 AV. SUNNYSIDE, WESTMOUNT
$2,465,000

Rochelle Cantor & Cie

Real Estate Agency

Private Office | Top 10 in Canada

514.400.7653 | rochelle.cantor@engelvoelkers.com
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Our mission is to enhance
the quality of life of people.

Picture from left to right Vanessa, Delphine, Céline and Alexandre.

Since 1952 our philosophy of service is Patient
Centered Care - Where you decide with our expertise,
what is best for you.

We are among the most experienced hearing aid clinics in
Montreal with Céline Lachance servicing Westmounters with hearing
aids since 1987 and her daughter Delphine since 2015. Alexandre was
in the same graduating class as Delphine. He joined our Clinique last
year. Vanessa graduated in June 2022. She promptly incorporated
our philosophy to her practice and is at ease helping all who see her.

Céline Lachance is still helping her customer base. She also
coaches our dedicated team in offering the best hearing solutions,
quality hearing aids, fitting and service that has made our reputation.

At Lachance & Co. we are committed to our patients and want
them to feel listened and understood. Customer orientated service is
important to us. We accompany each patient with a personalized
solution to their hearing needs using state-of-the-art equipment
to support the fitting of the hearing aids to their satisfaction.

Come and allow us to improve your quality of life.

Lachance & Co.

4479 St. Catherine St. W. (between Metcalfe & Melville)
514-935-4555

www.lachance.co

From the city’s website

Blue-collar negotiations:
Mayor Smith’s statement

The following item was posted on the city’s
website March 22

As I mentioned in my previous com-
munications regarding the current negoti-
ations for the renewal of the collective
agreement, my hope is that the discussions
and negotiations take place around the bar-
gaining table and not in the public space
or the media and are based on facts.

Union representatives have the right to
go to the media to make their point of view
known. However, I have to set the record
straight when some of the information is
wrong or misleading.

In the March 21 edition of the West-
mount Independent [p. 8], an advisor to the
Canadian Union of Public Employees
(CUPE) implied that we are not open to
changes in work schedules as practised in
other cities. This is false. As part of these
negotiations, we have offered interesting
changes to the work schedule to allow for
a better work-family balance. These propo-
sals are comparable to those in other simi-
lar cities. We want our blue-collar workers
to thrive in their professional and personal
lives.

Some union leaders, who are not even
present at the bargaining table, have also
stated at demonstrations that the city is
only offering a 15-percent wage increase
over seven years. This is yet another piece
of misinformation designed to portray the

city as an employer that does not care about
the impact of the current economic climate
on its employees. In recent years, blue-col-
lar salary increases have been above the
inflation rate. The union finds that the cur-
rent offer is below its expectations, but it
needs to consider the current market in
the sector.

I have the deepest respect for the blue-
collar workers of Westmount, and I know
how vital their daily work is to our city. I
also respect the workers’ right to defend
their interests, but we must also consider
the interests of the entire community. I
also support the employees’ rights to strike
and to do so in public spaces such as city
hall and to come to council meetings to ask
me questions. However, I cannot allow
picketing at my house on my property
where my children and husband are trying
to come and go peacefully from our home.
My family is off limits.

Throughout these negotiations, we have
shown openness, consideration, collabora-
tion, availability and, above all, good faith.
And we will continue to do so because we
fervently hope that these negotiations will
lead to an agreement, and that we will be
able to return to a harmonious and peace-
ful working climate to fulfil our mission
for the citizens.

Christina M. Smith
Mayor of Westmount

Strike, cont’d from p. 1

very sad” he was to hear about the workers
in front of her home. “It’s really scandal-
ous... It’s a thankless job and I hope you
aren’t discouraged.”

The workers belong to local 301 of the
Canadian Union of Public Employees
CUPE (Syndicat des cols bleus regroupés
de Montréal SCFP). Some had attended the
city council meeting February 6 to air their

W, mimimelon_ca

Sldl TATAR8T \Ug
100% SANS NOD

100% SANS PRODINTS LAITIERS
2008 Rue St-Louts, Saint-Laurent (c

grievances (see story February 14, p. 1).
They have been without a collective agree-
ment since the end of December 2019.

In a follow-up website posting March
22, Mayor Smith reiterated that “as part of
these negotiations, we have offered inter-
esting changes to the work schedule to
allow for a better work-family balance.
These proposals are comparable to those
in other similar cities.”

She also stated that in terms of wages,
“In recent years, blue-collar salary in-
creases have been above the inflation rate...
The union finds that the current city offer
is below expectations, but it needs to con-
sider the current market in the sector.”

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the
right to choose and edit them. Please limit
to 300 words and submit before Friday
10 am to be considered for publication
the following week. Eemail us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com

/
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SPACIOUS
APARTMENTS FOR RENT
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VILLA MARIA METRO

» AIR CONDITIONING + CHEF'S KITCHENS
+ STAINLESS APPLIANCES ° QUARTZ COUNTERS
« WASHER/DRYER + GARAGE PARKING
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Police advise Women’s Canadian Club members on phone, online fraud

By MARTIN C. BARRY * 30 ' |

How many among us have received
scam phone calls or e-mails from fraud-
sters falsely claiming to represent banks,
online marketers like Amazon, or law
enforcement officials seeking bail for an
incarcerated grandson?

If a show of hands during a recent
gathering of members of the Women’s
Canadian Club of Montreal is any indica-
tor, a lot of people are probably familiar
with the situation by now.

The WCCM extended an open invita-
tion to the public to attend a free talk on
“Fraud: How to recognize it and how to
avoid it” at Victoria Hall at noon on Feb-
ruary 21.

The speakers were Cst. Adalbert Pimen-
tel, community relations officer at Station
12, and Cst. Stéphan Laperriére, a regional
community relations officer at the Mon-
treal police dept.s Operational Centre on
Guy St. downtown.

“Clearly, fraud on so many different
levels is on the rise,” said Jane Wightman,
co-chair of the WCCM speaker’s commit-
tee, noting that some of her acquaintances
reported having to change their phone
numbers several times after receiving
harassing daily calls. “All ages are falling
victim to these assaults,” she said.

According to Pimentel, a lot of people
would be surprised if they knew just how
successful the scammers are at deceiving
even those who seemingly ought to know

' WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT |
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From left, Montreal police dept. community relations officers Stéphan Laperriére and Adalbert

Pimentel delivered advice on self-protecting against online scams and frauds to members of the

better.

“We all say we won't fall for it, but a lot
of people do fall for it,” he said. “We even
had a police officer who fell for it, but I'm
not going to mention his name. So, any-
body can fall for it

While phone fraud involving the
transfer of large sums of money using pre-
paid electronic gift cards has become one
of the most common schemes encounter-
ed by senior citizens, methods involving
cryptocurrency like Ethereum or Bitcoin
are less likely among this segment of the
population because they’re simply not fam-
iliar with it.

“Never provide personal financial
information to anyone that you did not
initiate the call to,” he continued. “If you're
not calling the bank yourself at a legit
number, do not give that information to
somebody who calls you.”

Cst. Laperriére, for his part, has been
dealing lately with online shopping fraud.
He said a way you might sometimes be able
to tell if you're dealing with a fraudulent
website is that “the price is way too good.

“You've shopped around, you know the
price you're going to pay for a certain
quality of clothing or articles, but you're
asking yourself how come it’s 80 percent
lower compared to the other place when
they’re offering the same thing,” he said,
suggesting that operators like this are
simply dangling bait to obtain your credit
card or banking information.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at
www.westendclassifieds.com

Buy locally to sell locally
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WHAT’S WITH THE
CONSERVATORY’S HEATING
SYSTEM? AND OVERALL COST?

On March 6, I attended the city council
meeting to raise concerns about the state
of the conservatory. In re-opening it last
summer, Mayor Smith referred to it as an
“Oasis, especially during winter months.”

Given the malfunctioning of the newly
replaced heating system, it is anything but.
When walking through it from the library
several weeks ago, a machine meant to
heat the greenhouse was spewing such a
high volume of noise, and made it imposs-
ible to relax — or stay. It completely pre-
vented any enjoyment of this “oasis.”

Very little was said with respect to my
question, especially on the further cost to
the public, and how restoration was man-
aged.

Attempting to follow up with my ques-
tion, Cllr. Peart sent me a statement. How-
ever, this statement provided by the city
only raises further questions and concerns.

Nice rhetoric, but it doesn’t respond
well to the “disruption” and the reality that
this long-awaited for re-opening of West-
mount’s conservatory cannot seriously be
enjoyed after a seven-year closure and the
enormous public funds that were spent on
it.

From the perspective of a citizen, and
taxpayer, the situation is unfathomable
after seven years, albeit the pandemic con-
straints and $6.6 million devoted to this
project — up from the original estimate of
over $2 million.

Was this public money effectively
spent? My questions remain unanswered:

Were competent engineering models
not employed to test out the integrated sys-
tems? Had this been done, perhaps it
would have prevented such malfunction-
ing to the heating system. Engineering is
certainly not my field, but I am sufficiently
studied to know that this may have been
preventable — had there been adequate

LETTERS TO

oversight by city of Westmount profes-
sionals.

With respect, the company that won the
bid should have had experience with “com-
plex building systems.” In the context of
choosing a heating system in our climate,
were state of the art computerized models
not run? Were systems in others parts of
the world with similar constrains not
researched — before the actual work had
begun?

Transparency is required, before shovels
go in the ground. And, the public should be
informed as to who is responsible for the
repairs, and further costs — the contracting
firm, or the public purse. Westmount has
a high taxation rate, increasing every year,
and we should not have to bear this — as
we did for very expensive consultations on
the park, which were quietly dropped.
After considerable fanfare with consulta-
tions, it went nowhere. Accountability, on
all publicissues, should be a given, please.

CAROLINE JONDAHL, ST. CATHERINE ST.

FiX ROADS, PLEASE, FOR THE
MOST VULNERABLE USERS

The weather is getting warmer and city
preparations for repairs to roads, sidewalks
and bike paths are probably already in
place.

When deciding what to do and when,
the safety of pedestrians and cyclists
should be the top priority because broken
sidewalks, crosswalks and bike paths could
result in a fall with personal injury. But
unfortunately, over the past several years,
maintaining safe routes for pedestrians
and cyclists has not been a priority.

As an example, the scramble crosswalks
across Sherbrooke St., particularly through
Vic village, where pedestrian traffic is high,
have big cracks and holes that are danger-
ous for pedestrians, especially for seniors
using canes or walkers for stability.

As for cyclists, several have fallen after
hitting potholes along the frequently-

WOOD
FINISHING
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*Touch-ups and Repairsi.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and
Staining

+Kitchen Cabinets

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261 E -

M3 online
appointments
now available!

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children
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patched Lansdowne/Glen bike path,
especially along the steep section between
Cote St. Antoine and Sherbrooke St. That
path is in such bad condition that most cyc-
lists now ride in the driving lane. Ditto for
the narrow bumpy Glen bike path. The dif-
ference in quality between Westmount and
the Southwest borough is remarkable
along the Glen. South of the border, the
bike path is smooth and wider.

The very popular de Maisonneuve bike
path has also been neglected for years so
cyclists now constantly hit bumps and
cracks while swerving to avoid potholes.
Both those key paths are beyond patching
and now need re-paving to be safe.

These safety issues have been brought
to the attention of the city repeatedly, so it
will be interesting to see what the city does

this summer.

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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The photo above is of the Lansdowne
bike path.

MARILYNN GILLIES, MELVILLE AVE.

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!

REFERRED FOR A REASON!!

Z OURIK:-

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
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Airbnb, parking raised
during Chateau Maisonneuve
zoning change hearing

By MARTIN C. BARRY

The management team at the Chiteau
Maisonneuve has given assurances that a
commercial-to-residential conversion they
are seeking for the towering de Maison-
neuve Blvd. building will not lead to
Airbnb-type abuses nor to additional park-
ing problems.

The pledge was made during an in-
formation meeting held by Westmount city
council on March 23 regarding an applica-
tion for a zoning change by Creccal Invest-
ments, which owns the 4998 de Maison-
neuve Blvd. building.

A Westmount Urban Planning depart-
ment official said she wanted to dispel
rumours that Creccal planned to tear down
the massive building, which has domi-
nated the corner of de Maisonneuve and
St. Catherine since 1967.

“The building will not be demolished,”
she said, adding that Creccal is seeking a
zoning modification to change the status
of the second to the fifth storeys. The com-
pany also wants the current parking
requirement (one parking space for each
residential unit) to be reduced.

Rica Crecco, vice-president of oper-
ations at Creccal, said the company’s
request to add 102 new residential units to
the 243 existing ones met all by-law
requirements, except for unit sizes and
parking ratio. She said the company hopes
to create smaller-sized units.

Crecco said a major reason they want to
convert to residential is a drastic drop in
demand for office and commercial space,
especially during the COVID pandemic,
while at the same time demand for resi-
dential space has been steadily increasing.

The building has three subterranean

From left, architect Line Laurin, Creccal vice-president of operations Rica Crecco and Alessia Di
Geso, the company’s director of finance, during the Chiteau Maisonneuve information meeting
on March 22 at Westmount city hall.

Peart announces Wednesday

virtual meetings

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Any questions for Councillor Conrad
Peart concerning District 4 or his commis-
sionership of urban planning and infra-
structure? If so, he has resumed his pre-
vious weekly meetings from 2021 for any-
one seeking information. These are now
taking place on Wednesdays from 4 to 5
pm.

He announced the scheduling of this
year’s meetings at the council meeting
March 20.

Appointments can be made by schedul-

ing a virtual meeting with him using the
Zoom platform accessed via the city web-
site under the “City council” tab and using
the form that can be found beside his
photo.

Peart began trailblazing the face-to-face
sessions in February 2021 as a way of com-
municating with his constituents and other
residents during the pandemic restrictions
(see story February 9, 2021, p. 3).

When introduced at that time, it was a
move described by Mayor Christina Smith
as “a great initiative” at the council meeting
February 1, 2021.

Mario Lecaldare raises questions during Westm

i)
]
1]

1,,

-
ol

Yo

)
Fo
v
T

.

L

3]

i

A
)
h
TR

.11 &n!-u?

o
=

ount city council’s information meeting on March

22 regarding Creccal Investments’ request to convert four storeys of the Chateau Maisonneuve on
de Maisonneuve Blvd. from commercial to residential.

levels of parking and an outdoor parking
area, providing 274 interior spaces and 76
outside, some of which are leased out to
residents from nearby streets.

However, of the 350 spaces, the city only
deems 244 as conforming because some
from the total don’t meet width or turn-
radius requirements, resulting in a 0.66:1
ratio with the proposed units rather than
1:1 as would be required under the existing
by-law.

Alessia Di Geso, the company’s director
of finance, said the company estimated in
2017 that its residential tenants would only
need 122 parking spots. As well, she said a
current trend towards increased use of
public transit suggests that future tenants
will be less inclined to also be car owners.

“Therefore, we respectfully disagree
that the one-to-one ratio is necessary,” she
said, insisting there’s more than enough
parking, and that over the years many exist-
ing parking spaces have gone unused.

During a question period, Marc Felgar
of York St. asked whether any measures
would be taken to restrict units being sub-
leased through the online Airbnb short-

Vic village,

are numbered C5-20-01, C5-20-02, C5-20-
03, C5-20-04, C5-20-05 and C17-20-06.

The limits on doctors’ offices and clinics
had been imposed initially in By-law 1456
to pre-empt anticipated parking and traffic
congestion in the district resulting from
an influx of the doctors’ offices that might
be set up near the super-hospital (see story
February 11, 2014, p. 1).

“While this did not materialize, we are
now trying to revitalize the Vic village, for
example, and fill some of the second-floor
vacancies,” said former city councillor Cyn-
thia Lulham, who is now working as gen-
eral manager for the east- and west-end
merchant associations. The draft by-law
does not, however, remove the ground-
floor restriction, she pointed out.

term rentals marketplace.

“We are absolutely adamant that we do
not have Airbnb in our apartments,”
Crecco replied, adding that the company
monitors Airbnb to ensure there are no
postings for units in Chiteau Maison-
neuve.

Regarding parking, Steven Cobrin, also
a York resident, asked members of council
“to consider that there is already not
enough parking for the existing owners on
York and Prince Albert and that any addi-
tional requirements on the streets would
exacerbate this situation.”

He said he wasn't concerned about the
1:1 ratio, but remained apprehensive about
street parking. “My point is that this will
inevitably lead to more parking on the
street,” said Cobrin. “Even if it’s for two
hours, with Westmount permits or just
visitors, this will inevitably lead to more
parking [on the street].”

The Westmount Independent’s editor
lives in a zone contiguous to 4998 de Maison-
neuve and was at the meeting in a personal
capacity.

cont'd from p. 1

Fast forward nine years and many of the
expected medical offices associated with
the super-hospital have been located in the
large buildings adjacent to the hospital.
These are on the south side of de Maison-
neuve on either side of the Vendéme Metro
entrance.

Whenever a zoning change is proposed,
a zoning freeze is immediately imposed
until the proposed change has gone
through the process. This includes public
consultation and the petition/register/ref-
erendum process.

While no date has been announced for
a public consultation meeting, this usually
follows at the first or second reading of the
draft by-law.
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The finest retirement
lifestyle is available at...

Westmount's good
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and
ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will tend
toall your needs 24 hours every single day.

Please call us about our
NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES
4430 St. Catherine West © 514-935-1212

www.placekensington.com
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

SMALLER
ﬁ NEST
Downsizing

A gentle and personalized approach
in helping seniors relocate

Plan & manage your move
Sell/donate unwanted items
Arrange an estate sale
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc.

Pack & unpack your moving boxes

Q3330

Set up your new smaller nest

(514) 808-4248
kathleen@smallernest.com

www.smallernest.com

Lower Westmount campers obtain reprieve from eviction

By MARTIN C. BARRY

A group of people encamped under the
Ville Marie expressway in lower West-
mount scored a victory last week when the
province’s Transport ministry was chal-
lenged by lawyers for the campers.

Up to 18 people spent the past winter
living in tents underneath the Highway 136
deck just west of Atwater within the
boundaries of the city of Westmount.

Transport Québec, which has authority
over the space, has been trying for months
to force the squatters out so that it can
safely carry out repairs it says are needed
to the underside of the expressway over-
pass.

The Mobile Legal Clinic, which helps
people experiencing homelessness, took

Season 2 now available

Transport Québec to court, seeking an
injunction against the ministry’s attempt
to force the campers to move by a March
29 deadline.

According to an agreement reached
with Transport Québec, the campers have
until March 31 to come up with a plan to
find permanent housing rather than tem-
porary shelters. If they fail to do so by then,
their lawyers will return to court.

“It’s a bit of a complicated thing,” said
David Chapman, executive-director of
Resilience Montreal, which has been pro-
viding support to the campers from its
base at the corner of Atwater and St.
Catherine on the eastern edge of West-
mount.

As he explained, the agreement targets
lodging for the occupiers, rather than relo-

Irish in Canada podcast released
in time for St. Patrick’s Day

By MARTIN C. BARRY

With Westmounters of Irish (and other)
backgrounds having just marked St.
Patrick’s Day on March 17, there may be
those who are also interested in learning
more about their early Canadian roots.

The Irish in Canada podcast, which was
launched last year, was created, researched
and narrated by Dr. Jane McGaughey.

A Westmounter for more than a decade,
McGaughey is the Johnson Chair of Que-
bec and Canadian Irish Studies at Con-
cordia University’s School of Irish Studies.

Books, too

She is the author of several carefully-
research books, including Ulster’s Men:
Protestant Unionist Masculinities and Mili-
tarization in the North of Ireland 1912-1923,
which was published by McGill-Queen’s
University Press in 2012.
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The themes explored in podcast season
one included the 1832 cholera epidemic,
the “Shiners” (an Irish gang that terrorized
Ottawa before it was the nation’s capital)
and the origins and influence of the
Orange Order in Canada.

While season one has been available on
YouTube and as a podcast app since last
December, season two was launched on
March 2.

Original research

The two seasons explore the lives and
legacies of Irish immigrants and their
Canadian descendants. It all began as a
series of lectures from an undergraduate
course offered by the School of Irish
Studies — and a class that McGaughey has
taught since 2012.

Apart from the material derived from
the course content, McGaughey developed
at least one of the upcoming episodes from
her own historical research.

It concerns Mary Boyd, a 19th century
Irish immigrant to Canada who worked as
a domestic at a Toronto-area home where,
according to McGaughey’s findings, she
was subjected to experimental electric
shock by a medical doctor.

“He was electrocuting her, presumably
to bring on her period, although it looked
like it might have been a form of trying to
give her an abortion,” she said, while
adding that the circumstances bore simi-
larities to elements revealed during the
1868 abortion trial in Montreal of Robert
Notman (of the famed portrait photo-
graphy family).

cation, meaning that a place to live must
be found for them. “Relocation would have
simply meant ‘out you go,” he said.
“Whereas lodging is a destination.”

“It is a small victory for human rights,
for the rights of homeless persons,” he con-
tinued, noting that the court granted the
campers and their supporters 10 days to
find appropriate accommodation.

“Different people are going to need dif-
ferent things,” said Chapman. “And, of
course, their needs will be in the forefront
as we work with them to decide, you know,
where they’re going to live.

“This will also be in conjunction with
government agencies, which will need to
help with speeding up the bureaucratic
process connected to housing.”

Dr. Jane McGaughey, a Westmounter who is the
Johnson Chair of Quebec and Canadian Irish
Studies at Concordia University’s School of Irish
Studies, created, researched and narrated the
Irish in Canada podcast.

While electricity was regarded by the
medical establishment as a novel and
potentially useful tool at that time,
McGaughey noted that “it’s usually not
used on a woman’s cervix — and in her case
itwas. So, that’s going to be one of the very
new pieces of research that I'm revealing
in season two.”
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Opponent rips sign decrying drag queen reading to children

Protestors/attendees react negatively/positively to storyteller Barbada

By RALPH THOMPSON

A small number of protestors (about
eight according to Public Security) made
their way into the Westmount Public
Library March 25 shortly before the start
of the regularly scheduled Storytime
children’s event for three- to seven-year-
olds at 2 pm.

The protesters were objecting to story-
teller Barbada de Barbades, star of an ICI
ARTV documentary series about drag
queens.

“We got wind of potential protests
through social media,” said Donna Lach,
assistant director of the library and Com-
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munity Events.

Police and Westmount public safety
officers were on hand, as was city council-
lor Elisabeth Roux, who is the commis-
sioner of the library and community
events.

Protestor, opponent square off

Protestors started photographing staff
and were asked to stop. One lady quietly
strolled around the library showing her
sign “les enfants nont pas besoin de ¢a”
(children don’t need this), a sentiment one
woman in the library strongly disagreed
with.

She promptly grabbed the sign tore it

Storyteller Barbada kept the attention of the children from the moment she entered room.

Westmount Dental Care

o

- D

Dr. Douglas E. Hamilton

in two.

“I'm shaking, I'm so angry,” said Celine,
“Minorities are the target of so much viol-
ence here.”

The protestor calmly continued with
her mission while holding the torn sign,
although it was clear that few in the library
had any idea what she was protesting
against.

“We saw a lot of misinformation on
social media,” said Lach, referring to state-
ments that Barbada would be wearing a g-
string and other assertions. “I'm very
proud of the library staff,” said Lach, “The
whole team handled the situation very
well.” Lach and Public Security said thank-
fully the protesters didn’t cause any dam-
age or any significant disruption.

In the meantime, “Drag Storytime” had
been quietly moved to Victoria Hall, where
the sold-out event (35 children, each with
one parent) started 15 minutes late. From
the moment Barbada swept into the room
in a spectacular sequin gown, rainbow hair,
brash eye colouring and enormous lashes,
the children were captivated by her energy
and effervescence.

Everyone comfortable at actual event

If anyone, child or parent, was uncom-
fortable with the storyteller, it wasn't evi-
dent. She immediately interacted with the
children one on one, with questions and
answers flying back and forth, interrupted
only by laughter.

Barbada read from several children’s
books, but her message was clear. “It’s
important to be who you are.”

“Is it wrong to wear a brightly coloured
coat made out of rags?” (An extract from
one of her stories.)

“No!” was the unanimous response.

“Is it wrong for a girl to do karate or a
boy to do ballet dancing?”

“No!” was the unanimous response.

And soon Barbada was singing along to

Dolly Parton, waving her arms around and
jumping up and down with the children.
Colourful cupcakes and drinks were served
at the end of the event.

A protestor picks up the pieces of her torn sign
after Celine, a library user, approached her and
ripped it in two. The protestor then continued
her walk around the library with the mangled
page. “What'’s going on?” said the young man.
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on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity.
These factors can't be stopped entirely, but they can be
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Galerie
Alan
Klinkhoff

Galerie Alan Klinkhoff Inc. is in preparation of a groundbreaking exhibition on James Wilson
Morrice (1865-1924), one of Canada’s most celebrated artists. If you own work by this artist, we
invite you to contact the gallery. All information will be treated in the strictest of confidence.

Exhibition Dates
Toronto: September 12 - 23, 2023, 190 Davenport Road
Montreal: September 26 - October 7, 2023, 1448 Sherbrooke Street Wiest

For all inquiries:
514.284.9339
info@klinkhoff.ca
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At former Children’s, ‘1111 Atwater’ penthouses are 30% sold

By JENNIFER BALL

At the western portion of the former
Montreal Children’s Hospital site — along
with the Eleva and Selena seniors’ rental
projects (see March 21, p- SL-22) — are 20
to 25 luxury condo penthouses for sale.
These occupy the top eight floors of 1111
Atwater and they are now 30 percent sold.
A small portion of the building’s foot is in
Westmount.

In November 4, 2021, the developers’
former broker predicted a summer 2022
delivery of sold condos and said that 25 per-
cent of them had been sold.

Marc Lefort, vice president and partner
at McGill Real Estate, the new agency for
the project, said they are now 30 percent

sold. He believes sales will be brisk,
though, now that a designed and staged
unit is available to view.

“People are going to go in the building
and see a real penthouse, and we feel that
this is the year that it is going to go really
fast”

Other than the delivery-date lag, little
else seems to have diverged from the orig-
inal blueprints.

On March 15, the Canadian real estate
association released data from the MLS
Home Price Index (HPI), which edged
down 1.1 percent month over month and
was down 15.8 percent year over year. The
actual (not seasonally adjusted) national
average sale price posted an 18.9 percent
year-over-year decline in February.

Lefort said the purchase
prices for the condos haven'’t
changed since 2021. Resi-
dences start at one bedroom,
1,170 sq. ft, for $2 million with
combined condo fees and
municipal taxes netting out at
$36,000 yearly. Five bedrooms,
6,770 sq. ft plus a loggia at 345
sq. ft and a terrace at 2,040 sq.
ft., for $17.2 million with com-
bined yearly costs of $261,000.

The interior designer on the

The 1111 Atwater lobby in development, as seen March 21 of

this year.

project is still Andres Escobar
of the New York based com-
pany Lemay and Escobar.
Services include a workout
room, pool, conference room
and guest loft that can be
reserved by owners on a first-
come, first-served basis. The
residences will be managed by
the developer EMD-Batimo
and all include high-perform-

ance glazed curtain walls and
heated floors in ensuite master
bathrooms. “Superior quality”
appliances, Italian cabinetry
and stone island counter tops
are kitchen staples.
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s and doors!
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The view from the 37th floor of 1111 Atwater, looking north-east at the mountain on November 4,
2021.
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Looking north at 1111 Atwater toward Tupper and St. Catherine on March 21 of this year.
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INDUSTRIES

1977

Distributor of Lepage Millwotk

You'll love what we can do for your home!

Martinlndustries. ca

Showroom 8178 Montview (corner Royalmount)
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Licence RBQ 8004-6519-58
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The Hale Investment Group
at Wellington-Altus Private Wealth

BEPORTONBUSINESS 2021 SHOOK

CANADA'S TOP WEALTH ADVISORS

Led by one of Canada’s Top Wealth
Advisors, Simon Hale, the Hale Investment
Group is proud to have joined Canada'’s
#1 Rated Investment Advisory Company?*.

Hale Investment Group
Wellington-Altus Private Wealth

IBM Marathon Building

1250 René-Lévesque Boulevard West, Suite 4200
Montréal, QC H3B 4W8

Office: 514.819.0045

For more information visit haleinvestmentgroup.ca today.

Founded in 2017, Wellington-Altus Private Wealth Inc.
(Wellington-Altus) is the top-rated* wealth advisory
company in Canada and one of Canada’s Best Managed
Companies. With more than $20 billion in assets under
administration and offices across the country, Wellington-
Altus identifies with successful, entrepreneurial advisors
and their high-net-worth clients.

*Investment Executive 2022 Brokerage Report Card.

had

[IROC ieme  C'PF WELLINGTON-ALTUS

Organization o MEMBER PRIVATE WEALTH
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Profile

Harry Molson: Westmounter, businessman, sailor, Titanic victim

By CrRAIG CORMACK

On April 15, 1912, Harry Molson peered
off the deck of the Titanic to lights in the
distance. He had done his duty helping the
crew lowering lifeboats full of women and
children. He calmly removed his shoes and
dove off of the ship toward lights (most
probably the Californian). He swam off into
history, never to be seen again.

Molson was no stranger to boats and
sailing. He owned his own boat, and was
an experienced sailor and swimmer. He
was a Mason, a commodore of the Royal
St. Lawrence yacht club in Dorval and the
chair of the Forest and Stream Club in Dor-
val. He served on the boards of many com-
panies and charities.

He had survived two prior shipwrecks,
including one (the wreck of the Scotsman
in 1899 off of Newfoundland) after which
he was rescued by a lifeboat and another
(the sinking of the Canada) after which he
swam to shore.

Molson’s luck ran out with the Titanic,
as it did with so many others, and his body
was never found.

According to Wikipedia, “Harry Molson
was born August 9, 1856 to William Mark-
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Snuff Bottles

Porcelain Plaque

Buddha Figures

V.I.ANTIQUES & FINE ART
Victor Isganaitis
Appraiser-Consultant

514-944-4919
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Sans Souci Riding Centre Inc.
Co-Ed, 8-17 yrs of age

BILINGUAL CAMP

*Beautiful site and facilities
*30 km south of Montreal
*65 campers per session

*QCA, OCA, FEQ certified.

Recipient of Canadian
Camping Award of Excellence
Tel.450 826-3772
www.campsanssouci.cd

info@sans-souci.gc.ca

Painting of Harry Molson at the Forest and
Stream Club in Dorval.

land Molson and Helen Augusta Converse
in Montreal. Harry grew up in Westmount.
Harry was not in the direct line of influen-
tial Molsons, but he became wealthy when
his childless uncle, John Henry Molson,
passed away and left him an inheritance,
including a seat on the board of the Mol-
son’s Bank.”

Harry Markland Molson owned his own
boat, which had both sail and steam power.
The Molson family biographer, Shirley
Woods, says of him: “While he enjoyed a
variety of sports, his passion was sailing...
he owned the Alcyone, a luxurious 75-foot
yacht of 40 tonnes. The Alcyone was ideal
for cruising and was equipped with 26 elec-
tric lights. Among the guests on board for
her maiden voyage were Harry’s cousin,
Alexander Morris, and his comely wife,
Florence Nightingale Morris.”

Interview with Karen Molson
I had the opportunity to interview Karen

Molson — family member, historian and
author of The Molsons — Their Lives and
Times 1780-2000. This is what she had to
say about Harry Molson.

CC: I understand Harry Molson was a
member of the Royal St. Lawrence Yacht
Club in Dorval. How much do you know
about his sailing abilities? Was he a good
and able sailor?

KM: I know that he was considered by
his peers to be an excellent sailor and
swimmer. He was passionate about the sea
and sailing. He had no fear....

CC: Do you know if he went on any long
trips in his sailing boat or on any other
ships?

KM: I know he travelled from Cuba to
New York, because there is a record of that
on a database online. He was sailing on a
boat not his own, because he was on a list
of passengers. The name of the ship on
that particular voyage was the SS Havana.
He arrived in New York on March 30, 1910.

He is a hard person to research because
he didn’t have any children to leave docu-
ments or stories to about his life. It is very
hard to research someone who didn’t have
children.

Personal life

CC: I understand he was quite the man
about town. He was a bachelor, and he was
allegedly involved with his cousin’s wife.
[s this true? What is your comment about
this?

KM: Right, it is true [about the rumour].
It is, of course, pure speculation because
there is no way you could provide some-
thing that could prove that, however, he
and his cousin Alexander Morris... they
were very close growing up together. There
are photographs of them together taken by
Notman as boys. You will find photographs
of Harry and his cousins in the Notman
archives at the McCord Museum.

He and his cousin clearly spent a lot of

A capstan from the Alcyone with a watercolour
painting of the boat.

IMAGE COURTESY OF LIVEAUCTIONEERS.COM

time together. They were cousins on his
mother’s side [via the Converse family].
And his cousin married a woman named
Florence. The only reason why this specu-
lation has happened is that they lived
together, the three of them. All three
names come up consistently on census
forms in the early 1900s.

Harry lived with them [at a summer
house] in Dorval. And I suppose that got
tongues wagging, but they lived in Vic-
torian times so people didn't talk out loud
about things — they muttered and kept
their thoughts to themselves —and he was
so powerful that no one dared bring any
criticism.

The other reason people believe there
was a relationship was that shortly before
he went overseas, he made a new will and
he left his assets, his money and property,
to Florence. So that would make you think
there was some strong bond.

CC: In your research, did you ever come
across any correspondence from Major
Arthur Peuchen to the Molson family?

102 Sheraton Drive
Tel: 514-482-8560

Andy Dodge & Associates

Real Estate Research & Analysis

Individual studies and data
about Westmount real estate

www.andydodgeassociates.com
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4
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Apparently, Peuchen was with Harry on
the Titanic deck loading people into life-
boats. Were Peuchen and Harry close
friends? Peuchen was later vilified for sur-
viving the sinking.

KM: No, I never found any correspon-
dence from Peuchen. I can’t comment on
the word “friendship,” but they certainly
knew each other in the business world for
many years. Harry sat on Peuchen’s boards
— a couple of companies ... Perhaps they
were close, I just don’t want to claim some-
thing I cannot follow up on.

Choosing the Titanic

CC: Also, I read that Peuchen convinced
Harry to take the Titanic back to New York
with him because Harry was booked on
another ship.

KM: Unfortunately for Peuchen, be-
cause he survived, he was ostracized. I
never found any correspondence from
Peuchen to the family following the dis-
aster.

CC: Also, I found out that Peuchen,
J. W. McConnell and Harry Markland Mol-
son had dinner in London before boarding
the Titanic. Did you hear anything about
this?

KM: This was in Fong’s book on J. W.
McConnell. Yes, they did have dinner. And
Peuchen and Harry had dinner on the
night of the sinking along with West-
mounters Hudson and Bess Allison.
Unfortunately, most of the Alisson family
perished too. [See “Centennial of Titanic
sinking — A Westmount family goes down
with the Titanic in 1912,” April 10-11, 2012,
p-22.]

Recently I read that searchers dis-
covered Arthur Peuchen’s wallet beside the
Titanic complete with streetcar tickets and
all. The wallet was remarkably well pre-
served.

CC: Harry was the mayor of Dorval.
Was he really into politics?

KM: Apart from the fact that he was the
mayor of Dorval, I am unaware of any
other involvement in politics. But if you
are on the board of directors of several

AYAY
L /1\ 4
Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Notman photograph of Harry Molson (in hat)
and Alexander Morris (with croquet stick).

PHOTO cOURTESY OF THE McCoRD MUSEUM.

influential companies, that is sort of politi-
cal also. Like his forbears, his ambitions
were not political as much as in business.

Artifacts

CC: I heard that the Molson family kind
of built a memorial to Harry in the family
house in Métis that holds his belongings.
Have you seen any of these objects?

KM: ... T have been to Métis, but I have
never seen any of Harry’s belongings.
Apparently, Harry had very fine furniture
and china.

CC: Harry’s father died the year after
the Titanic went down and Helen Converse
(his mother) within a few years after. Do
you think the shock of the loss of Harry
contributed to both of them passing away?

KM: Nobody that I know of commented
on Harry’s passing in the days following
the disaster.

You could assume that the shock had
an effect on Markland’s health (Harry’s

DROIT FISCAL

HCL | 7axtaw

Eric Luu, LLB, B.CL., MTAX
Tax Lawyer - Income Tax, GST & QST
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario
Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)

514 503-7719
info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com

1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

The mystery of
#2 Edgehill Rd.

By CrRAIG CORMACK

While researching Harry Molson’s
life, the address #2 Edgehill came up
time and again as his Westmount resi-
dence. I attempted to photograph his
home but found out that the address
never existed, even though it had been
repeated in historical record for over
100 years.

Karen Molson kindly helped me find
out that Harry lived at two different
times on Edgehill. According to the cen-
sus report, he was listed as Harry Mark-
land and he had a house at 138 Edge-
hill.

The other address was an apartment
complex addressed at 912 Edgehill apt
#2 (he was neighbours with Mrs. Ogilvy
of the Ogilvy family). The house at 138
was willed to his brother when Harry
died. His home included the aforemen-
tioned beautiful wooden furniture,
china and a collection of clocks in his
billiard room.

#2 would seem to allude to the apart-
ment number, but neither of these
addresses exist today on Edgehill.

Were the houses re-numbered? Torn
down? Does one refer to another Edge-
hill? Who knows?

father), but we cannot say that there is a
definite connection for sure. Both Harry’s
parents were quite elderly, and they may
have been ill with other things. Markland
was 80 years old when he died in Oregon.

CC: Was Markland back together with
Helen Converse at the time of his death?
[They had split early in Harry’s life and his
mother had moved to Oregon. Harry
stayed with his father in Montreal.]

KM: No, I don’t think so. But the
Oregon connection came from Markland’s
mining interests there. He was a great
speculator and lost a lot of money because

A SR e L

Arthur Peuchen.

SouRce: WIKIPEDIA

of it. He wanted to mine the iron in the
sand along the banks of the St. Lawrence
River, for example. Unfortunately, every-
thing he tried to do failed financially. He
was an unlucky guy, and he was kind of
the black sheep of that generation in the
family because he took risks. As a rule,
Molsons are extremely conservative with
money and don't ever take risks. And when
Markland took them, the family said
“alright, okay.”

CC: And he was outside the brewing
business as well?

KM: That’s right.

CC: Have you seen anything in your
research about how the Molson family
dealt with the passing of Harry in the dis-
aster?

KM: There were mournful letters
written in the family about members who
died in the First World War a few years
later. Nothing came up in my research
about the family’s reaction to Harry’s
death.

FRIENDLY REMINDER -
SPRING CLEANING

You want to de-clutter?

ANYTHING YOU DO NOT NEED,
OTHERS NEEDIT!
With the help of the Rotary, | am still
forwarding furniture and household
items to newcomers in Montreal. You
have been generous in the past.
Please do not hesitate to call me at
514.577.1242 or better still write at
agia@videotron.ca with pictures.
It helps us direct your donations
to the right people.
Au nom de tous ceux que vous avez aidés,
merci infiniment. Viviane Agia

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates
e BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727
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Ever so handsome Lulu

Lulu’s stunning long fur in shades of
white and black is exquisite, and leads to
wonderful thoughts of combing him
slowly while he purrs ...

He is so delicate, with a perfect white
face, huge expressive amber eyes and a
pink nose. A sweetheart who is waiting for
a family at the Montreal SPCA cattery, Lulu
is waiting for a family to come by for him
as the new SPCA policy is to be open seven
days a week as of 10 am for adoption visits.

Lulu is five years young, very healthy,
up to date with his inoculations, neutered
and microchipped. He is affectionate and
social, a sweet companion.

Please go to the Montreal SPCA website
at www.spca.com, scroll to Lulu’s informa-
tion page from his identification number,
52239447, then note the opening hours of
the shelter on the day that you wish to visit
the adoption volunteers and Lulu. Its
address is 5215 Jean Talon St. West.
Please come as a family, and bring a car-

rier for Lulu or you can purchase one at
their accessories boutique.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE

*Touch-ups and Repairsi.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and
Staining

+Kitchen Cabinets

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Westmount
A-dog-tions

i LYSANNE FOWLER

An active and all-around happy guy,
Hely is very attractive in his most unique
colouring, adding merle shading to the
classic black, caramel and white tones of
his sleek short coat.

At three years of age, he is presently at
the Montreal SPCA kennel, ready for visi-
tors to come by with a view to adopting
him, as families can plan to meet adoption
coordinators daily as of 10 am now, seven
days a week.

Hely is very healthy, up to date with his
inoculations, neutered and microchipped.
Still quite young and playful, he is catching
up on his social integration and he would
thrive in an adult-only home where he
would get lots of attention and affection.

If you would like more information on
him, check the Montreal SPCA website at
www.spca.com, refer to Hely’s information
page from his identification number,
52108127, and refer to the opening hours
schedule for the day you are planning on
visiting him at the shelter. It is located at
5215 Jean Talon St. West.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

L] ’ \
Comin’ Up
Sunday, April 2
“Get to know Summit Woods with
Westmount Park United Church.” Free

hike. Starting 4695 de Maisonneuve
Blvd. at 9 am.

Saturday, April 8

30th Westmount Antiquarian Book
Fair. Seventeen dealers will offer for
sale a wide selection of old books, maps
and ephemera. Admission $3. Centre
Greene, 1090 Greene Ave. 10 am to 5

pm. p.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Assistant Sought

I am looking for an on-site part-time assistant with Mac expertise
to help me organize and catalogue photographs & documents
etc. Please call Aurel at 514-582-4157.

Notice

Cet avis vous informe que Marie-Céline Drapeau, psycho-
thérapeute, a cessé d’exercer au 2,100 rue Marlowe et ses
dossiers ont été cédé a Emmanuel Piché, psychologue, au 4472
rue Girouard.

Dance Classes

Tap Dance Classes, group or private. 514-817-3877.
Weeding & Yard Work

Garden cleaning, small lawns, weeding, adding mulch, yard
cleanup, raking leaves. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

Home Cleaning Services

Professional, Westmount and surroundings. Work with central
vacuum and good tools. 514 290-1673 Marie.

AYAY
L/ 4
Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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DROIT FISCAL
TAX LAW
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Eric Luu, LLB, B.CL., MTAX
Tax Lawyer - Income Tax, GST & QST
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario
Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)

514 503-7719
info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com

1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4
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Painting = Decoration & Finishing

STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

Standard €&t Restorative Painting
Plaster

Stripping, Wood finishing
Interior & Exterior

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - References

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services)
on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list

(and sell) locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

at

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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Monday, April 3

Finaliste au Prix d'excellence en

architecture 2023

Le projet de restauration du
Conservatoire de Westmount figure
parmi les finalistes du Prix d'excellence
en architecture de I'Ordre des
architectes du Québec. westmount.org

2023 Excellence in

Architecture Award finalist
The Westmount Conservatory restor-
ation project is among the finalists for
the Prix d'excellence en architecture
of the Ordre des architectes du
Québec. westmount.org.

Ville de Montréal :

consultation pré-budgétaire 2024

La Ville de Montréal souhaite consulter la
population montréalaise quant aux orientations
budgétaires pour I'année 2024. 1l y a plusieurs
fagons de partager vos opinions en personne et
en ligne. Visitez westmount.org/nouvelles ou
montreal.ca pour en savoir plus.

Bénévoles recherché.e.s

Partagez votre passion pour le sport en
devenant bénévole pour les sports d'équipe.
Une formation est offerte. westmount.org

Consultation publique : réseau bus STM
Dans le cadre de la refonte du réseau bus, la
Société de transport de Montréal (STM) vous
invite a partager vos idées en ligne a tout
moment d'ici le 16 avril, ou lors d'une session sur
Zoom le 29 mars a 18 h 30. stm.info/refonte

Activités du printemps : inscription
Inscrivez-vous au soccer, tennis et une foule
d'autres activités. westmount.org

Abonnez-vous a E-Westmount
Votre bulletin municipal. westmount.org

BIBLIOTHEQUE ET EVENEMENTS COMMUNAUTAIRES

CoNGZ2S

Concerts d'été : appel de soumissions

Les musiciens sont invités a soumettre une
candidature pour cette série de concerts au parc
Westmount au plus tard le 6 avril. westmount.org

Exposition : Alexander Slim
Jusqu'au 14 avril, Galerie du Victoria Hall.

Rencontre d'auteur : Joshua Levy

Jeudi 30 mars, 19 h, Bibliothéque. Rencontrez
Joshua Levy, auteur, poéte, auteur de mémoires et
conteur. Inscrivez-vous a westlib.org.

Musique au gré des saisons (1-5 ans)
Samedi 1°" avril, 11 h, Bibliothéque. Retrouvez
Alison Notkin pour un cours de musique inspiré
du printemps. Inscrivez-vous a westlib.org.

E-WESTMOUNT | inscrive

5= Sign u

Concert:

Compagnie Baroque Mont-Royal
Samedi 1°" avril, 19 h, Victoria Hall. Airs et
scénes d'opéra de Christoph Willibald Gluck.
Inscrivez-vous a westmount.org.

Concert Jazz: SuperNova 4

Mercredi 5 avril, 19 h, Victoria Hall. Avec Félix
Stussi, Jean Derome, Normand Guilbeault et
Pierre Tanguay. Inscrivez-vous a westmount.org.

Conférence : Westmount Train Station:
CPR History and a Future Vision

Mercredi 12 avril, 19 h, Bibliothéque. Avec David
Hanna, PhD, expert en patrimoine et ancien
professeur d'urbanisme. Inscrivez-vous a
westlib.org.

Club de lecture pour ados (13 417 ans)
Jeudi 20 avril, 17 h, Bibliothéque. Annihilation par
Jeff VanderMeer. Inscrivez-vous a westlib.org.

Jour de la Terre : échange de vétements
Samedi 22 avril, 13 h, Victoria Hall. Renouvelez
votre garde-robe de maniére durable et gratuite!
Inscrivez-vous a westmount.org.

o westmount.org fewestmount

Ville de Montreéal :

2024 pre-budget consultation

Ville de Montréal would like to consult
Montrealers on the city's budget directions for
2024. There are several ways to share your views
in person and online. Visit westmount.org/news
or montreal.ca to learn more.

Volunteers wanted

Share your passion for sports and connect with
the community by volunteering for team sports.
Training is offered. westmount.org

Public consultation: STM bus network

As part of the bus network redesign, the Société
de transport de Montréal (STM) invites you to
share your ideas online anytime until April 16, or
at a Zoom session on Wednesday, March 29 at
6:30 p.m. stm.info/refonte

Registration for spring activities
Sign up now for soccer, tennis and many other
activities. westmount.org

Sign up for E-Westmount
Your municipal newsletter. westmount.org

LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Summer concerts: call for submissions
Musicians are invited to submit a candidacy
for this concert series in Westmount Park. The
deadline is April 6. westmount.org

Exhibition: Alexander Slim
Until April 14, Gallery at Victoria Hall.

Author event: Joshua Levy

Thursday, March 30, 7 p.m., Library. Join Joshua
Levy, author, poet, memoirist and storyteller.
Register at westlib.org.

Music by the Season (1-5 yr olds)
Saturday, April 15t,11 a.m., Library. Join Alison
Notkin for a fun, spring-inspired music class.
Register at westlib.org.

Concert: Compagnie Baroque Mont-Royal
Saturday, April 15t, 7 p.m., Victoria Hall. Opera
arias and scenes by Christoph Willibald Gluck.
Register at westmount.org.

Concert Jazz: SuperNova 4

Wednesday, April 5, 7 p.m., Victoria Hall. With
Félix Stissi, Jean Derome, Normand Guilbeault
and Pierre Tanguay. Register at westmount.org.

wastmount.org

Lecture : Westmount Train Station: CPR
History and a Future Vision

Wednesday, April 12, 7 p.m., Library. With
David Hanna, PhD, heritage expert and former
professor of urban planning. Register at
westlib.org.

Book club for teens (13 to 17 yr olds)
Thursday, April 30, 5 p.m., Library. Annihilation
by Jeff VanderMeer. Register at westlib.org.

JOUR = TERRE
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EARTH DAY
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Earth Day Clothing Swap
Saturday, April 22, 1 p.m., Victoria Hall.
Upcycle your wardrobe sustainably
and for free! Register at
westmount.org.
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VINIAGE

MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

Most teachers want to stay

Majority of Ste-Marcelline parents have
the school as first choice for their daughters

By JENNIFER BALL

The latest dispatch from the board of
directors and the management and future
committee of the Villa Sainte-Marcelline
school for girls revealed results from a par-
ent survey, including that a clear majority
of parents still consider Marcelline to be
the first choice for their daughters. The
management and future committee was
formerly known as the rescue committee.

The Congrégation des Soeurs de la Villa
Sainte-Marcelline owns the building, but
the school is a separate entity. After an-
nouncing in October last year that the
school’s lease would not be renewed after
June 2023, the Congrégation committed in
January to maintain the school’s operations
until June 2024.

A March 22 statement from the com-
mittee said, “the future is about student
well-being. It is also about high quality pro-
grams, teaching and education, and com-
petent and dedicated teachers who love
their students. The results of the parent
survey (with a response rate of 62 percent

at the secondary level and 78 percent at the
elementary level) reveal that 86 percent of
parents still consider Marcelline to be the
first choice for their daughter.

“The survey also indicates that there
will be at least one class and one teacher
for each of the elementary grades. Accord-
ing to the forecast, one class should be
planned for P5 and P6 [primaire 5 & 6] at
this time, however, the opening of a second
class in P6 is still possible.

“For the secondary level, there will be
at least one class in Secondary 1 and two
classes in the other levels. A minimum of
two teachers per subject will keep their job
or an equivalent job. All elementary
teachers have expressed interest in coming
back next year, as have 25 of the 30 second-
ary teachers.”

Other main take-aways from the com-
muniqué were:

« The mother general, who directs the
Congrégation from the group’s head-
quarters in Milan, and the Quebec
sisters “have shown their interest in the
fate of the Villa,” including sending a

representative of the mother house to
meet with the regional council of the
sisters in Canada, the committee and
the board of directors of the school.
“These meetings helped to sustain the
Villa’s optimism in planning for its
future,” said the letter.

The committee has appealed to the
Congrégation to extend the school’s
lease to June 30, 2026, instead of June
2024, to “allow time to develop and dis-
cuss proposed solutions with the con-
gregation and the Villa board.”

The committee has “secured commit-
ments of $500,000 per year for three
years ($1,500,000 total) and an addi-
tional $2,000,000 for the following 10
years... These commitments are contin-
gent on the lease being extended to June
30, 2026 and a long-term solution being
in place.”

Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at

www.westendclassifieds.com

LAMBERT.
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9631 rue Clement, LaSalle Qc H8R 4B4 « www.foyerlambert.co
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S/

ASSEMBLEE
NATIONALE
DU QUEBEC

APPLY TO JOIN!

Jennifer Maccarone, MNA for Westmount—Saint-Louis, is now accepting
applications for the Westmount—Saint-Louis Youth and Citizen Councils.

Who? Why?

The Westmount—Saint-Louis Youth Council is for youth The Youth and Citizen Councils are a
between the ages of 15 and 24, and the Citizen Council great opportunity to interact with your
is for those 25 years of age and older. Members are MNA, to identify issues that matter to
expected to attend six meetings a year, either online or you, and to give you the tools to take
in person. action and to make your voice heard.

How?

To apply, you must complete your application form
before April 24, 2023. Contact us by phone or e-mail,
visit our social media platforms, or scan the QR code
below to sign up.

Riding office

1134 Sainte-Catherine Street West

Suite 801 Montréal (Québec) H3B 1H4
514 395-2929
Jennifer.Maccarone.WSL@assnat.qc.ca

E2-E SCAN 'i’ MaccaroneWSL
I"% M E [@ JMaccarone Jennifer Maccarone
[E]%: N e e Your voice at the National Assembly
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The “freedom car” at left was photographed March 16, only to be joined in the same neighourhood the following week by the “freedom truck” at

A C right, as seen March 22. They were both photographed on Prince Albert below de Maisonneuve. Other pedestrians have also been taking photos of
the stand-out vehicles, including reader Matthew Eramian, who wrote, “Power (steering) to the people! Another four-wheeled fanatic was spotted at

the corner Prince Albert and de Maisonneuve. Is Westmount the new Ottawa? We'll just have to wait and see what happens next week!”

PHOTOS: INDEPENDENT.

Akelius
Westmount rentals

steps from Greene Avenue , wer |l sne

10 Rosemount Avenue

e two-bedroom from $2800
e indoor parking available
e only 6 newly built units

occupancy
July 1st, 2023

1 . schedule your visit today

+1 514 525-8777

montreal@akelius.ca
akeliusmontreal.com
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City Views

. VERONICA REDGRAVE

I have an honours BA in art history, but
feel I know so very little. In Florence I learn
a new fact every day.

Some of my recent eye-openers hap-
pened at the Basilica of Santa Croce.

Started in the 13th century, today it is
the largest Franciscan structure in the
world. Constructed on what was then
marshland beyond the city walls, the mass-
ive structure is the richest medieval church
in Florence. It features frescoes by Giotto,
a chapel by Brunelleschi and a crucifix by
Donatello — to name but a few iconic must-
sees.

Famous Italians buried here!

It is also the burial place of such illus-
trious Italians as Galileo (1564-1642), Cima-
bue (c. 1240-1302), Machiavelli (1469-1527)
and Michelangelo (1475-1564).

The latter, a Renaissance genius — poet,
sculpture, painter and architect — was
much-admired by the Medicis, the quietly
ruling iiber-powerful family of Florence.

So although Michelangelo passed away

Florence is a cradle, and a school
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Santa Croce.

| -
il

in Rome, what I didn’t know was that —
working with the artist’s nephew Lionardo
Buonarroti — the Medicis helped steal the
body so that it could be interred in Flo-
rence.

Here, 20 days after his death, Miche-
langelo’s coffin was opened so that the
populace could pay its respects before a
state funeral organized by Duke Cosimo |
de’ Medici. (By then, the Medici bankers
had attained a noble title.)

Artist Giorgio Vasari — the world’s first
art historian — was commissioned to
design and build the tomb of Miche-
langelo, a project that took over 14 years.

Galileo buried in a church?

Galileo is also buried here. I wondered
why, as Pope Urban VIII had castigated the
scientist for his views. (He was put on trial
for his belief that the earth revolved around
the sun, a view that was deemed heretical
by the Catholic Church.) So, how, I asked
myself, is it that his tomb is in a sacred
space? I should have known: Florence’s
“Midas” Medicis helped.

Moving around the enormous basilica,
I gazed up at a large crucifix by Cimabue
(c. 1288). I wondered why ..................
it was hung so high in the continued on p. 26

22.36¢ts Natural cabochon Ruby from Kenya
114 brilliant cut diamonds in 18k gold

DEEP DESIRES

Choose from our selection of certified
naturally beautiful gemstones

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son - Schwarz Etienne
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca

>
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City views cont'd from p. 25

sacristy.

Destino: It’s a story of fate. On Novem-
ber 6, 1966, the Franciscans had the work
down for restoring, thus it was not safe
from the Arno River’s devastating deluge
that night, a flood that caused widespread
destruction. At Santa Croce, way way up
on a tall, tall pole, a sign shows the height
reached by the flood waters.

Today, the Cimabue cross hangs as a
symbol of that moment. Moving on, I read
that some of the marble tombs at Santa
Croce are cenotaphs: their bodies are
interred elsewhere.

Such is the case with Dante. A political
exile from his beloved Florence, he passed
away in Ravenna. But this “padre della lin-
gua italiana” has a mighty presence at the
entrance of the basilica. Here looms a large
brooding statue of Dante, erected in 1865
to celebrate the 600th anniversary of his
birth. I was told that the work was once in

the Piazza Santa Croce, but moved after
the 1966 flood.

Statue of Liberty’s antecedent?

Another discovery I made was the La
Liberta della poesia. The statue by Giovan
Battista Niccolini (1870-76) celebrates free-
dom of thought and creativity. It has a sur-
prising echo in New York, where Bar-
tholdi’s Statue of Liberty (1877) is almost a
duplicate of the Niccolini work, which it is
said the French sculptor may have seen on
his trip to Italy in 1875.

Next, I viewed the Bardi Chapel, where
stories from the life of St. Francis are
beautifully illustrated in Giotto’s fresco
series. After the 16 chapels of the basilica,
one goes outdoors into the primo chiostro
(cloister), which offers a welcome tranquil-
lity.

Here is the Pazzi Chapel designed by
Brunelleschi, he of the Duomo dome

VILLE DE | CITY OF

WESTMOUNT

Demolition Application

IMPORTANT NOTICE

1.

The City of Westmount has received an application for a partial demolition
permit and for a preliminary programme for the immovable located at 21
Oakland Avenue;

A public sitting of the Demolition Committee will take place on May 29, 2023,
at 6:00 p.m., and will be broadcasted live on the City’s website. The link for
the sitting will be available at the following address: https://westmount.
org/en/demolition-demand/

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://westmount.org/
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org

La Liberta della -poesia

fame. Brunelleschi wanted no decoration
in his exquisitely elegant white-and-grey
architectural space. So none was added —
until after his death.

Here pietra serena (grey marble) col-
umns stand in precise proportions, their
symmetry bearing the rounded arches of

the upper loggia, now used by the Bib-
lioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze.

I exited exhausted (time for an aperol),
but elated to have learned so much. My
visit felt like a slow walk through the cradle
of the Renaissance.

VILLE DE | CITY OF

WESTMOUNT

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Demolition Application
1.

The City of Westmount has received an application for a demolition permit
and for a preliminary programme for the immovable located at 10
Roxborough Avenue;

A public sitting of the Demolition Committee will take place on May 29, 2023,
at 6:00 p.m., and will be broadcasted live on the City’s website. The link for
the sitting will be available at the following address: https://westmount.
org/en/demolition-demand/

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://westmount.org/
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

VILLE DE | CITY OF

WESTMOUNT

Demolition Application

IMPORTANT NOTICE

1.

The City of Westmount has received an application for a partial demolition
permit and for a preliminary programme for the immovable located at 94
Sunnyside Avenue;

A public sitting of the Demolition Committee will take place on May 29, 2023,
at 6:00 p.m., and will be broadcasted live on the City’s website. The link for
the sitting will be available at the following address: https://westmount.
org/en/demolition-demand/

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://westmount.org/
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org www.westmount.org
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Concerned about
today’'s stormy

financial market?
We can help.

Clear skies are ahead - We can make sure your portfolio is
aligned with your personal situation and long-term goals.

Bradley Steinmetz
Senior Portfolio Manager
Tel.: 514-282-5825 | bradley.steinmetz@bmo.com | steinmetzwealth.com

With us, it's personal.

STEINMETZ
EMET IR o0z SHOOK WEALTH

CANADA'S TOP WEALTH ADVISORS .
BMO Nesbitt Burns

BMO 9 | Private Wealth

BMO Private Wealth is a brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its affiliates in providing Private wealth management products and services. Not all products and services are offered by all
legal entities within BMO Private Wealth. Banking services are offered through Bank of Montreal. Investment management, wealth planning, tax planning, philanthropy planning services are offered through BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc.
and BMO Private Investment Counsel Inc. Estate, trust, and custodial services are offered through BMO Trust Company. Insurance services and products are offered through BMO Estate Insurance Advisory Services Inc., a wholly-owned
subsidiary of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. BMO Private Wealth legal entities do not offer tax advice. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is 3 member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and the Investment Industry Requlatory Organization of
Canada. BMO Trust Company and BMO Bank of Montreal are Members of (DIC. ® Registered trademark of Bank of Montreal, used under license.
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1 514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Welcome to Westmount-Square!

ARCHITECTURAL GEM WITH PANORAMIC MOUNTAIN VIEWS

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1403

[
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MOUNTAIN AND RIVER VIEWS

Westmount Westmount Westmount Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1901 3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1414 2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1501 3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 318
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E ) GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
. Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6



