
Fall registration starts August 2 
for Sports and Rec 

Fall is on the way! Registration for 
sports and recreation activities begins 
Tuesday, August 2 at 8 am online (8:30 am 

in person) for Westmount residents and 
August 30 for non-residents. 

Details are listed on the city’s website.

We are WestmountWeekly. Vol. 16 No. 7b July 12, 2022
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Record Breaking, World Renowned

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088 
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Last issue before our usual 
three-week break 

No issues: July 19 & 26 & Aug. 2 
Next issue: August 9

A LEADER in 
Luxury Real Estate

ACTION  |  Agence immobilière 

JosephMontanaro.com  |  514.660.3050

549 Av. Roslyn, Westmount | $ 3,750,000

Westmount Park’s play structures now delayed 

Devon Park redevelopment 
contract awarded 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Devon Park is the city’s latest one to re-
ceive updating with the awarding by city 
council July 4 of a contract for its “redevel-
opment.” 

The contract was won by Ventec Con-
struction at a maximum cost of $1,247,243 

including tax credits. This was the lowest 
of four bids, the highest being $1,379,208. 
While few details of the project were pres-
ented at the city council meeting, “the 
bulk” of the cost relates to preliminary 
work on the area before the addition of new 
play structures. 

According to specifics of the project ex-
plained later by District 1 councillor Anto-
nio D’Amico, the initial work includes that 
related to retaining walls, broken asphalt 
walkways and a drinking fountain. 

The play structures are based on models 
approved for Westmount Park April 19 for 
installation in time for this summer’s use. 
These are now delayed by supply chain is-
sues, Councillor Mary Gallery announced 
July 4 (see illustrations April 26, 2022, p. 
25).

Library’s reading club back for summer 

Jonathan and Rosie are among this year’s participants in the Westmount Public Library’s summer 
reading club. See p. 18 for story. Photo courtesy of Westmount Public Library.

Residents, council 
respond to 

Independent’s editorials 
about DG’s threatened 

lawsuits, p. 6 & 7

Don’t 
Miss our 

pet supplement, 
p. 15-17
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Arlington fountain 

Excitement at what one resident calls “West-
mount’s epicentre,” Arlington Ave. On July 6 at 
around 7 pm, a huge spout of water was pro-
jected high above this three-storey house. The 
temporary water main had burst. By about 7:35, 
the water had been turned off, solving problem 
#1, but leaving residents without water. By 10:15 
pm, the water was back on. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Indie’s summer schedule 
July 19 & 26 and August 2: 

no issues 
(usual summer break) 

Beginning with August 9 issue: 
weekly until Christmas

Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

INTRODUCING... FORT 
DE LA MONTAGNE #1112 

1740 sf with southern & eastern views; 
2 closed bedrooms & a den, which could 
be enclosed. Lots of closet space and a 
large locker. 2 garage spots side by side. 
MLS 16047282 $1,175,000

Boutique Haute 
Couture pour femme 
Fabricant, importateur Manteau en 
fourrure, peau retourne, Cashmere est Cuir. 

Taille 2 à 18. sur mesure 

Reparation est remodellage. 

Aussi shearling est cuir pour Homme 

Fashion 
Boutique 
Manufacturer and 
Importer for Furs, 
shearlings, cashmere 
and leather garments 

Size 2 to 18 

Storage, repairs, remodelling. 

Also men’s shearling coats & leather 

BRACHA STUDIO 
514 389-2110 
1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE C-460

At 1:30 am on Lansdowne 

Public Security 
spots stolen car, 
detains 
accomplices 
for police 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Observant Public Security patrollers 
at 1:30 am June 30 led to the arrest of 
two men described as being suspected 
accomplices in the theft of a car around 
Lansdowne and Côte St. Antoine, ac-
cording to Public Security officials. 

The patrollers were heading south 
on Lansdowne when they spotted a 
Honda Acura immobilized on the street 
with a Chevrolet Cruze behind. A man 
who jumped into the driver’s seat of the 
Acura wore a mask. 

He was described as nervous upon 
seeing the officers. As the car left, it 
made a grinding or rubbing sound as 
it headed south to Sherbrooke. At that 
point, it turned west and was followed 
by the patrollers as it “burned” through 
a red light at high speed and disap-
peared south down a street between 
Claremont and Decarie. 

Having called police, officers made 
a U-turn and headed east until finding 
the Cruze parked outside 4350 Sher-
brooke at Redfern. Moving the patrol 
vehicle diagonally in front of the Cruze 
to prevent its departure, they ap-
proached two men inside, required 
them to remove the keys and handed 
them over police on arrival. 

The Acura was subsequently de-
scribed as having been stolen while the 
two in the Cruze were detained as ac-
complices, said Public Security director 
Greg McBain.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

50 shades of orange 

On the island of Montreal, we use many types of orange cones in many different ways, including, from left, teeny-tiny cones, cones that seem to be 
growing into or out of the ground (Are cones made in a factory or harvested from sites like this?), and placed on top of cars. These photos are from 
Prince Albert above de Maisonneuve (May 4), Sherbrooke at Strathcona (March 31) and Prince Albert below de Maisonneuve (April 20). 

Photos: Independent.
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YOUR RELIABLE CHINESE BROKER IN WESTMOUNT 
20 40  

Xinfa Wen  
Residential Real Estate Broker 

438-725-1998 
wxfrealty@gmail.com 

Londono Realty Group inc. 
www.londonogroup.com 

NEW LISTING

755 Upper Belmont, Westmount $2,980,000 
Substantially renovated, pool size garden, 
gorgeous terrace.

1288 rue St-Antoine O. #4002 $965,000 
TDC 3, brand new never occupied, south west 
corner unit, 2 bed & 2 bath.

3236 The Boulevard, Westmount $9500/mo 
6+2 bedrooms 4+1 bathrooms 1+1 parking.

170 rue de la Rotonde, Nuns Island $5000/mo 
Townhouse 4 bedrooms 2+1 bathrooms 2 garages.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

Editor’s note 

Portrait Sonore’s 
‘soundwalk’ 
available in English 

A letter writer last week (p. 4) de-
plored the lack of an English version for 
Portrait Sonore’s “soundwalk” of West-
mount’s religious establishments (see 
June 21, p. 11 for our story on them). 

In fact, there is an English version, 
but it is not visible when you are look-
ing at the French one. To find the Eng-
lish version, once you have the app 
downloaded, go to the index (button 
with horizontal lines) at top right. “Eng-
lish” is the last option on the drop-down 
menu that appears. You will then see 
all the English offerings together. 

I have encouraged our self-described 
octogenarian letter writer not to be dis-
couraged about not figuring out this 
 aspect of “this app thing.” 

I am still on the first side of 50 and 
when I checked pre-publication, I also 
did not find the English version. She 
has encouraged me to share the correct 
information with this note. 

I apologize for the misinformation. 
 – DP

Police Report 

Police respond after Victoria Ave. 
man draws complaints 
By Martin C. Barry 

Officers from the Montreal police de-
partment’s Station 12 responded on four 
different occasions in June and July after 
several Victoria Ave. residents and busi-
ness owners complained about the pres-
ence of a male vagrant whose behaviour 
raised questions about his mental state. 

Although no charges were laid against 
the 50-year-old following the latest incident 
around 5 pm on July 5 near the corner of de 
Maisonneuve, Station 12 spokesperson Cst. 
Michel Yigit said “the gentleman that seems 
to be causing the problem appears to be 
someone who has mental health issues.” 

Cst. Yigit said that after the vagrant had 
been reported by residents to police a few 
times previously for loitering, officers asked 
him to leave, but he returned each time. 

“The residents called back on several oc-
casions to ask the police to come and ask 
him to leave,” said Yigit, adding that during 
the most recent incident, the vagrant re-
sponded by making offensive hand-ges-
tures towards a business owner, and “they 
seemed to be threatening gestures. 

“The police were called on several occa-
sions,” he continued. “And when they 
would come, they would talk to him and 
they would ask him about himself. He did-
n’t seem to be from the area. 

“They would ask him to leave, but he 
would always come back.” 

He said the police responded twice on 
July 5 to ask him to leave. He said the va-
grant’s behaviour, which was deemed 
alarming by onlookers, included lying 
down in public spaces. As well, an on-
looker reported that at one point he tried 
to get into a locked car. 

Officers also responded to complaints 
about the same individual on June 28. 

“The thing that was catching most 
people’s attention was that he was lying 
down and sleeping,” Cst. Yigit said. “It’s 
unusual for the area to see someone sleep-
ing on the ground. There was never any 
threat. It was more that he looked out of 
place than anything else.” 

However, Cst. Yigit acknowledged that 
during the most recent incident, the vagrant 
became confrontational with the officers, 
although he left the area when asked.
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Readers support Independent’s editorials against DG threatening lawsuits 
Thank you, Westmounters. – David 

Apologize, approve letters, 
assess senior management 
Open letter to Mayor Christina Smith 
& Councillor Conrad Peart 

First, please let me share some general 
observations on organizational leadership, 
then provide my recommendations for ac-
tion. 

Anyone in a managerial position in any 
organization requires four elements for 
success. Three of the elements are compe-
tencies, i.e., they can be learned and im-
proved; the fourth is innate in each indi-
vidual: 

Relevant technical skills (e.g., plumbers •
must be able to fix leaking pipes; city 
managers must be able to apply appro-
priate laws and regulations). 
Management skills (e.g., setting and •
controlling a realistic budget; hiring and 
firing staff; setting priorities and bal-
ancing multiple projects; managing 
conflicts). 
Leadership competencies (e.g., having •
and communicating a realistic but chal-
lenging vision for the future; thinking 
strategically; inspiring all and diverse 
stakeholders to alignment and action; 
agility in leading change). 
Personal values in alignment with the •
organization. 

I cannot or will not comment on [city 
director general] Hadi Hakim’s perform-
ance on the first three elements; however, 
I hope that recent incidents will cause the 
council to assess these very closely, as it 
falls within their role and responsibilities. 

On the fourth element, it is clear that 
there is a misalignment with the values ex-
pected of members of the Westmount 
community, unless, of course, there has 
been a recent shift in these values that has 
slipped my attention. 

In my opinion, the following should 
happen as quickly as possible: 

The mayor, on behalf of the council and •
the entire city, should apologize pri-
vately and publicly to E. Benjamin and 
G. Low for the disgusting manner in 
which they have been treated by city em-
ployees. 
The mayor, on behalf of the council, •
should send an official communication 
to the city clerk that any future threaten-
ing letters to be sent to citizens first 
must be approved by council. [Editor’s 
note: Council has done this. See p. 7. 
– DP] 
The mayor, on behalf of the council, •
should craft a concise communication 
for publishing on the city website (and 
in the Independent), that lays out in clear 

terms the council’s vision of “What does 
Westmount stand for,” now and in the 
future (refer to “Leadership Compe-
tencies,” above). 
The council engages a reputable third •
party to review the performance and 
qualifications of all senior management 
in the city and make rapid recommen-
dations for action within a reasonable 
time frame (three to four months). This 
review should also include assessing the 
recruiting and hiring processes for sen-
ior managers. 
Thank you, Mr. Price, for bringing these 

important and critical issues to the fore. 
Stanley Schmidt, Chesterfield Ave. 

Not even a scintilla 
of defamation 

The city’s two demand letters (to Ben-
jamin/Low and the Independent*) are egre-
giously frivolous and vexatious abuses of 
process. Adding insult to injury, they are a 
misuse and misappropriation of taxpayers’ 
money* and public resources. 

The authors of these demand letters 
don’t seem to have the foggiest idea what 
defamation actually is. The [original pub-
lished] letter from Benjamin/Low (June 21, 
p. 8) does not contain anything even re-
motely defamatory or legally actionable. 
Not even the smallest scintilla. There is 
also absolutely nothing defamatory about 
the Independent’s reporting on Mr. Hakim’s 
father’s cousin. Nothing. 

I would say that those responsible for 
these demand letters displayed an appal-
ling lack of judgement that would disqual-
ify anyone else from holding a higher of-
fice in municipal government. 

Council should re-focus the administra-
tion’s mind on providing excellent and pol-
ite service to residents, the city’s ultimate 
raison d’être, instead of squandering time 
and taxpayers’ money on illegitimate, bul-
lying legal missives. 

Such actions needlessly overshadow the 
day-in and day-out hard work and dedica-
tion of our mayor, our councillors, and city 
staff, and have no place in the conduct of 
our municipality’s affairs. 

Peter F. Hoffmann 

Letters of demand 
inappropriate 

Thank you for your detailed and articu-
late editorials # 1 and 2 in the Westmount 
Independent of July 5 (p. 8 & p. 10). I strong -
ly agree that the letter of demand from the 
director of Legal Services and City Clerk’s 

Office dated June 23, 2022 and the one* 
from Bélanger Sauvé dated December 12, 
2021 were inappropriate and constituted 
incorrect and abusive uses of government 
resources paid for* by taxpayers. Your plea 
to the mayor and city council to take the 
matters raised very, very seriously, as they 
have ultimate accountability, is clearly 
 urgently needed. 

Please continue to ask questions, to in-
form Westmount’s citizens of matters that, 
in the newspaper’s opinion, should be of 
interest to them and finally to continue to 
live up to your name, the Westmount Inde-
pendent. 

Catherine Duff-Caron, 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Support for 
Independent, staff 

Freedom of speech! It seems to me that 
a newspaper and reporters publish news! 
Not opinions, except where indicated! The 
Indie does just that! 

I have enjoyed the Westmount Indepen-
dent for many years. I am upset that the 
editor, David Price, has been put in this un-
comfortable position. 

I support David and his reporting staff. 
Please continue on with your honest re-
porting. 

Good luck. You have a lot of West -
mount ers supporting you. 

Beverley Hutchison, Kitchener Ave. 

Troubling story, 
hopeful editorials 

The July 5 Independent story (p. 1) by 
David Price on the director general’s threat 
of a lawsuit deeply troubled me. His power-
ful editorials (p. 8 and p. 
10), in contrast, provide 

Letters to the editor

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication the 
following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to make subsequently 
submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in every issue, or in back-
to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do 
not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

13,800+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

*Editor’s note: Last week, I did not know 
which person or entity paid the invoice re-
sulting from Bélanger Sauvé’s work in De-
cember 2021, or if that work was even 
billed. As a result, I asked the mayor on 
July 8. She replied, “You would have to go 
through Access [to Information], but at that 
time BS [Bélanger Sauvé] was working 
with us with a bank of hours to cover off 
the fact that we did not have a city clerk.” 

As a result, I still do not know anything 
about the invoicing (or non-invoicing) of 
that work. 

I decline the invitation to make an ac-
cess to information request, and will re-
pose the relevant questions in August. 

– DP.

continued on p. 8
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Over 25 top selling brands, at affordable prices – Optometrist on premise. 
Bring your own prescription – Huge selection of children’s frames – Book 
your eye exam today!

Book your Eye Exam today!

$50 OFF 
YOUR PURCHASE 

*Conditions apply. Present this coupon at time of purchase. See in store 
for details. Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. This 
offer is not applicable on previously purchased merchandise, the 
purchase of gift cards and has no cash value. One per customer. Limited 
time offer.

Carré Decarie Square 6900 Decarie Blvd, Côte Saint-Luc, Quebec H3X 2T8 $250 refund for children under 18 years old 
514.504.1100 | info@instalook.ca |  @instalook_opto *RAMQ Financial Assistance Program

GLASSES 
READY IN 

48 HRS

Mayor, council respond to last week’s 
letters-of-demand coverage 

To the residents of Westmount, 
As mayor and the elected council rep-

resentatives of Westmounters, we wish to 
respond to the recent coverage of letters of 
demand issued in relation to the Selby 
Condos and to complaints about postal de-
livery on Arlington. Concerning the letter 
to the editor from the residents on Arling-
ton, we do not believe that this letter was 
really directed at our employee, but instead 
voiced the frustration of the residents to-
wards Canada Post for not providing ser-
vice. It is clear to us that these residents 
did not intend to single out an employee 
but cc’d him on an email. In fact, they rec-
ognize that he worked hard to try and re-
solve this issue. 

Solution, not legal threats 

The proper course of action for the lead -
er ship in the administration should have 
been to find a solution to this and at no 
time should residents have been threaten -
ed with legal action. If you have interacted 
with any of our city employees on our in-

frastructure sites, you would agree that the 
feedback is overwhelmingly positive about 
how they go above and beyond to help resi-
dents cope while their street is under con-
struction. Those are the values of the coun-
cil. 

At the outset, let us be clear that we sup-
port a free press and value the critical role 
that the Westmount Independent and other 
media outlets play in keeping residents in-
formed and ensuring a wholesome debate 
on matters of concern. Challenging and in-
sightful questions are part of the give and 
take between city administrations and the 
media. We don’t always like what is written 
(especially in the Letters to the Editor sec-
tion), but we appreciate that the media rep-
resents a vital part of our democratic pro-
cess. We will always defend that funda-
mental principle. If you do not believe in 
this principle, then you have no place in 
public office. 

We also welcome engaged residents 
who bring issues of concern to our atten-
tion and share their views on matters rang-
ing from Hydro rates to our capital works 
program, to Victoria Hall access, and of 

course, to the poor state of our roads. In 
fact, in recent weeks, we held town hall 
meetings in different districts so that we 
could hear from you. Our pledge is to con-
tinue to listen and to respond to issues in 
a timely manner. 

Working collaboratively and transpar-
ently is our approach to governing. 

We wish to stress that it is extremely 
rare that the city of Westmount issues 
letters of demand to a media outlet or to 
an individual resident. In the two cases 
cited in the coverage, we do not believe 
they should not have been issued. 

Addressing situation 

We have addressed the situation with 
our director general, who advised council 
that the letter regarding the Arlington si-
tuation was sent without proper authoriza-
tion – a result of poor communication on 
a holiday weekend. For this, he has apolo-
gized. At the same time, it has been made 
very clear that, in the future, letters of de-
mand may only be issued with the consent 
of the mayor and council. Whatever the 
reasons may have been for the director 

general to have taken this action, it was 
neither approved nor supported by coun-
cil. 

Having an open dialogue with residents 
is key to having an effective council and 
administration that reflects the priorities 
and views of its residents. Initiatives of the 
city will be that much better if we have the 
benefit of your input. We urge you to be 
engaged. 

The city of Westmount led the fight to 
demerge from Montreal. Leaders in this 
were our previous mayors, many members 
of the city council and the citizens of West-
mount. We fought to be an independent 
city because our values are that service to 
citizens is paramount and that those ser-
vices are best delivered when you know 
your community. We cannot and will not 
stray from those values. 

Mayor Christina Smith, Councillor 
Antonio D’Amico, Councillor Elisabeth 

Roux, Councillor Jeff Shamie, Councillor 
Conrad Peart, Councillor Anitra Bostock, 
Councillor Mary Gallery, Councillor Matt 

Aronson and Councillor Kathleen Kez.

Council 
Column
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

514-825-8771 
josephmarovitchrealestate.com 
Remax Action Inc – 1225 Greene Ave, Westmount

Residential / Commercial

JOSEPH MAROVITCH 
Courtier Immobilier/Real Estate Broker

Residents support Independent’s editorials against legal threats

Letters to the editor

hope. 
This is my story. 
I have learned that there are subtle ways 

a city could persuade a resident to question 
one’s freedom of speech. A resident then 
faces several options: disengage entirely 
with the city, practise self-censorship or 
fight back. 

First, some background information. I 
have been for many years mostly a critic of 
the city and council both at council meet-
ings and in this paper. More recently in 
February, I wrote about my concerns re-
garding how our Urban Planning group 
worked with developers. 

On Tuesday, March 15, my doorbell 
rang. An inspector from Westmount’s 
Urban Planning department politely in-
formed me that he had been asked by his 
department to inspect my front windows 
for by-law compliance, take photos and re-
turn to Urban Planning where they would 
decide “how to handle it.” He readily ac-
knowledged that it has been six years since 
my permit application to replace windows 
had been made. It was rejected at the time. 

I told the inspector that I did go ahead 
and replace my windows, was fined by the 
city for doing so without a permit and paid 
the $650 fine immediately. Mayor Smith, 
first as a councillor, had seen my windows 
before replacement and then after, when 
mayor. The file was closed and had been 
for many years. 

The inspector appeared surprised. He 
told me that his department had sent him 
out without informing him of this – that I 
had paid a fine and that the file was long 
closed. At this point in our discussion, he 
questioned whether, given the facts, the 
city now had any ability “to handle it” in a 
new way. He took his photos and left. I 
never heard from him again. 

I was unnerved and puzzled at the time 
by the inspector’s completely unwarranted 
visit, but today, no longer. 

Denis Biro, Burton Ave. 

Thanks for standing up 
to bully 

Re: Editorials 1 and 2 in the Westmount 
Independent July 5 (p. 8 & 10) 

What a sordid story. It’s difficult to im-
agine anything more disturbing except two 
such histories, which is exactly what we 
were treated to. The current director gen-
eral, exhibiting egregiously poor judge-
ment and low behaviour, has created a 
stench that merits severe repercussions. 
Thank you, David Price, on behalf of all 
Westmount ers, for resolutely standing up 
to a bully. 
Stephen Cohen, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Legal risks put possible 
chill on important 
Letters section 

Odds are that most readers of the Inde-
pendent start with the front page, reserved 
for the timeliest and most high-profile 
stories. My preference is to skip ahead to 
the Letters page for an up-close-and-per-
sonal take on what’s going, for better or 
worse, with my fellow Westmounters. 

In recent years, the Letters space has be-
come a hybrid: part neighbourhood watch 
and part cri de coeur. Whether it’s a council 
decision contrary to what a group of home-
owners wants, or an individual frustrated 
with city hall’s response (or lack of one) to 
an ongoing problem affecting their quality 
of life, residents rely on this space not just 
to express themselves, but more impor-
tantly, when other avenues for help have 
been exhausted and there is nowhere else 
to turn. 

A free and open Letters forum is vital 
in a functioning democracy. It is available 

to anyone with a pen who is respectful of 
the standards of honesty and courtesy set 
by this paper’s publisher and editor, David 
Price. Writing a letter takes not just time, 
but courage – yes, courage to put oneself 
out there with name, street and grievance. 

Well, sometimes one just has to stir the 
pot with a letter in the Independent to get 
action. 

However, if a resident fears that naming 
an elected or unelected official in such a 
letter could risk legal consequences, will 
that not put a chill on their willingness to 
publicly air a concern? And will residents 
continue to feel as free as they do now to 
criticize policies and practices that they dis-
agree with, or to point out areas that need 
improvement? 

Dorothy Lipovenko, York St. 

Simple misunderstanding? 
I believe it is all just a big misunder-

standing. It is obvious to me that Mr. 
Hakim thinks he lives in Russia!! Maybe a 
qualified person can clarify to Mr. Hakim 
that we do live in Quebec, BUT it is still a 
part of Canada and NOT Russia. 

Alfred Edel, Victoria Ave.

cont’d from p. 6

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

CALL THE 
“CARPET WHISPERER”

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS
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RENTAL OFFICE    2307 René-Lévesque Boulevard West

4 3 8 - 7 0 1 - 2 9 5 6e l e v a m o n t r e a l . c o m 

Opening Fall 2022

T H E  2 0 8  R E N TA L  C O N D O S  F O R  R E T I R E E S  O F F E R  S E V E R A L  S E R V I C E S  A N D  I N C L U S I O N S

S P E C I A L  E V E N T

O F  t h e  M O D E L  U N I T S

t h e

g r a n d
u n v e i l i n g

SATURDAY
JULY 16

from 12 P.M. 
to 4 P.M.
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Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

3 reports of tree incidents occur July 4 

One of several incidents involving 
downed tree branches on July 4 blocked 
the entire northbound lane near 329 Vic-
toria, Public Security officials report. The 
incident occurred just before 6 pm at rush 
hour. It appeared that a large branch had 
fallen from a tree south of the Somerville 
intersection. 

Earlier in the day, a large broken branch 
was found hanging over the laneway near 
4335 de Maisonneuve at Redfern where it 

was being supported by other branches. 
Public Security called in emergency crews 
to remove it and the property owner was 
advised to have the tree assessed. 

A call was also received around 3:45 pm 
when an electrical pole was found to have 
been struck on Montrose at the rear of ECS 
at 4003 Montrose just east of Mount Pleas-
ant. The pole, its electrical wires still at-
tached, was knocked into a tree. Hydro 
Westmount crews were called in.

Victoria Ave. on July 4. Photo: Ted Sancton.

Wood/Elm party returns 

The Wood/Elm lane party was revived after a long hiatus July 6. “Perfect weather, bountiful food 
and great camaraderie as neighbours and pooches alike mingled,” said resident Diane Deruchie. 

Photo courtesy of D. Deruchie.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. 

Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered 
for publication the following week. 

email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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Profusion Immobilier inc • Real Estate Agency, Real Estate Broker
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Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

WESTMOUNT ADJACENT

5131 Cote St. Antoine 
Renovations needed. Bright elegant S/D 5 bdrms. 

Vendôme, Cosy garden, 2 garages, 
original wood oors & staircase. 

$1,895,000 Make it your own 

ALEX CHAYA 
514-893-7500

City honours Contactivity’s Mary Stark 
with appreciation bench 

By Laureen Sweeney 

The efforts and contributions of Mary 
Stark, retired executive director of the Con-
tactivity seniors’ centre for 25 years, was 
officially recognized by the city June 21 in 
unveiling an appreciation bench with 
plaque in her honour outside the front 
door of Westmount Park United Church. 

The bench is located at the entrance to 
the centre based at the Lansdowne turn-
about of de Maisonneuve. It is from here 
that it continued to operate programs of 
interest and assistance during the pan-
demic lockdown periods, particularly con-
cerning the acquisition of computer skills. 

Announced at the city council meeting 
July 4, Mayor Christina Smith singled out 
how the bench was the city’s way to thank 
Stark and her committee for their work and 
particularly over the last two years in help-

ing “a community not completely at ease 
moving to the online and Zoom work.” 

She also mentioned their work with the 
city’s Public Security team during those 
years. 

“I was very touched and moved by the 
gesture,” Stark told the Independent last 
week. “I think the bench will be well used. 
It’s another example of the type of commu-
nity we have in Westmount.” 

The city has helped support the com-
munity’s only seniors’ centre through its 
annual supporting grants to non-profits, 
this year recognizing Contactivity’s request 
for some $75,000. 

“We value the partnership with the city 
and the grant enables us to provide services 
and programs for seniors which we could 
not otherwise offer,” explained executive 
director Benita Goldin (see story March 1, 
p. 4).

Summer cadets on duty 

From left, Alex Paleologopoulos, Zach Frotten and Connor Green. Photos courtesy of Public Security. 

Meet Public Security’s three summer  cadets, 
who will be patrolling the major parks to 
help explain regulations and answer ques-

tions posed by park users. “Feel free to in-
troduce yourself and talk with them,” said 
Public Security director Greg McBain.

In front of Westmount Park Church on June 21, from left, seated: Mayor Christina Smith and Mary 
Stark; standing front row: Contactivity board members Joyce Blond, Helene McCormack, Maureen 
Kiely, Catherine Lackenbauer and former board member Sharyn Scott; back row: board members 
Tony Wait, Bill Smith (partially obscured), former city councillor Tom Thompson and Vera Burt. 

Photos courtesy of Contactivity.



July 12, 2022 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 13
*V

o
tr

e
 c

a
p

it

eningightBr

74-9015
ue Sher2, r1

our hoho
49

g y

447-90
te Oueserbr

s syolida
ook

lid y 9i since 1 1*79



Otis, sweetheart pup 

This adorable puppy is only three 
months old, so very young to be in need of 
a family where he will be basking in love 
and security. Through the fast thinking of 
a good Samaritan, Otis is now in foster care 
for the grassroots animal rescue volunteers 
of Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions.  

We will agree that he does melt hearts! 
Yes, such a handsome blond golden Lab 
with the most blue eyes, Maybe their col-
our will change with time, but he will al-

ways have the sweetest earnest expression.  
Otis is hilariously playful and very affec-

tionate. He is bright and attentive, gaining 
new skills and assurance every day.  

He is on plan for his puppy veterinary 
care, being vaccinated for this three-month 
stage and microchipped. If you would like 
more information on Otis and more won-
derful photographs, please do not hesitate 
to contact the volunteers at Gerdy’s Res-
cues & Adoptions at their email info@ger-
dysrescue.org and visit their website at 
www.gerdysrescue.org to find out more 
about their dedicated animal rescue 
mission. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

Sisters Amy and Maya 

Amy and Maya have a wonderful sister -
ly bond. At four years of age, they are very 
companionable together and also to family 
members. 

Their owner must find a new family as 
soon as possible for them as he will be 
travelling extensively for work, so we hope 
that a family can be found in our neigh-
bourhood for these loving girlies. 

They are quite distinct in their person-
alities. Amy is very clever and analytical 

while Maya is very playful. Both enjoy com-
pany and are very affectionate. 

They are very healthy, up to date with 
their inoculations, and spayed. If you 
would like more information on Amy and 
Maya and sweet photographs, please con-
tact the volunteers at Gerdy’s Rescues & 
Adoptions at their email info@gerdysres-
cue.org and do not hesitate to go to their 
website at www.gerdysrescue.org for more 
information on their group. 

Foster family season 

It is the busiest time of year for rescue 
groups, as the summer and moving season 
are upon us. If you would have the oppor-
tunity to volunteer as a foster family to take 
in a kitten or cat while they are being pres-
ented for adoption, it would be a very kind 

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

and life-changing gesture for the animal – 
being given the opportunity to have a stable 
and loving home environment while being 
placed on the long term. 

Would you consider opening your heart 
and your home to foster? Please write to 
the Gerdy’s volunteer group at info@ger-
dysrescue.org and they will contact you 
with more information on joining their 
foster family program. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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Protect pets in hot weather 
Warm weather brings many changes. 

Warm weather can make travel more en-
joyable and affords people more time to 
comfortably enjoy the great outdoors. 

It’s best to keep safety in mind when 
soaking up the sun. That’s important for 
all members of the family, including pets. 
Cats and dogs are as susceptible to heat-
related illnesses as their human com-
panions. 

Recognize heat stroke – Pets can suffer 
from heat stroke, according to the Ameri-
can Red Cross. Certain breeds of dogs are 

highly susceptible, particularly those with 
short snouts, such as pugs and bulldogs. 
Excessive exercise in hot weather, lack of 
appropriate shelter outdoors and leaving a 
dog in a hot car may precipitate an episode 
of heat stroke. It’s important to get the pet 
out of direct heat right away and check for 
signs of shock, which include seizures, a 
body temperature of 104°F or higher, stu-
por, increased heart rate, or excessive pant-
ing. Placing water-soaked towels on the 
pet’s feet, head, neck and abdomen can 
bring down its temperature. 

Be cautious of hot surfaces – Humans 
wear shoes on their feet for protection, but 
pets do not have that luxury. Think about 
how hot your feet can feel when you scurry 
barefoot across hot sand en route to the 
shoreline or to cross a deck to get to the 
pool. When the sun beats down on sur-
faces, those surface temperatures rise 
quickly. According to a 2010 study by Lib-
erty Home and Pet Services, at peak after-
noon sun and an ambient temperature of 
95°F (35°C) in southern Florida, the tem-
perature of cement was measured at 125°F, 
red brick at 135°F, blacktop at 140°F, and 
grass at 102°F. Individuals who think a car 
is safer for their dog or cat may be sur-
prised the informal study measured 152°F 
on seat surfaces. 

Provide extra water – It’s likely you will 
need to fill your pets’ water bowls more fre-
quently in warm weather than during 
other times of the year. Be sure to provide 
constant access to fresh water, even for 
young puppies who may be learning to 
house train. 

Avoid cutting fur too short – If a veterin-
arian suggests a hair cut may be beneficial 
for keeping a pet cool or comfortable, resist 
the urge to shave down to the skin. Having 
at least one inch of fur will protect the pet 
from sunburn. 

Outdoor hazards – Warm weather may 
bring out a high number of insects and 
wildlife. Use a flea and tick preventative 
product and medication to protect against 
heartworm, which is transmitted through 
mosquitoes. Snakes, skunks, raccoons, 
foxes and other animals may be roaming 
around, and a scuffle with your pet can re-
sult in injury. 

Pets need extra care during the warm 
weather to avoid damage and sickness 
from the sun, heat and more. 

– Metro Creative Graphics, Inc. (MCG).

DR. VAILLANCOURT OF WESTMOUNT ANIMAL HOSPITAL
The Hospital Your 
Pet Would Choose 
We offer a full range of services: 

drop off pets before work consultation 
vaccination parasite control 
quality nutrition diagnostic evaluation 
hospitalization laboratory analysis 
x-ray radiology animal sterilization 
surgery including bone and soft tissue 
dental care: tooth scaling, polishing and surgery, 
all under general anaethesia & pain management

WESTMOUNT ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
349 VICTORIA AVE. at SOMERVILLE – 514 487-5300
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How heartworm affects household pets 
Pets are beloved members of many 

families. 
So it’s no surprise that so many pet 

owners place such a great emphasis on 
raising healthy ones, often going to great 
lengths to provide nutritious foods for their 
furry friends and protecting them from a 
host of dangers, including heartworm. 

What is heartworm? 

The American Veterinary Medical As-
sociation notes that heartworm is a serious 
and potentially fatal disease caused by a 
parasite that primarily infects dogs, cats 
and ferrets. 

According to the American Heartworm 
Society, the heartworm is one foot in 
length and lives in the heart, lungs and 
blood vessels of affected pets. 

What happens if a pet is infected 
with heartworms? 

Heartworms can cause severe lung dis-
ease, heart failure and organ damage. 

Where do heartworms pose a threat? 
Geography is not a factor that affects 

heartworms. The AVMA says heartworms 
pose a threat to pets in every state in the 
United States and various countries across 
the globe. 

Are all cats and dogs vulnerable 
to heartworms? 

According to the AVMA, all dogs are 
susceptible to heartworm infection. Indoor 
and outdoor cats also are vulnerable to 
heartworm infection. The AVMA notes 
that heartworm is spread from animal to 
animal via mosquitoes, which can easily 
get into homes, potentially biting pets, in-
cluding indoor house cats. 

Do cats and dogs infected with 
heartworm react differently? 

The AHS notes that heartworm mani-
fests itself very differently in cats than it 
does in dogs. In fact, dogs with heart-
worms whose conditions have not yet been 
treated may have several worms in their 
bodies, while cats with heartworms typi-
cally have three or fewer worms and may 
not have any adult heartworms. 

What are signs of heartworm in cats? 

The AVMA notes that diagnosing heart-
worm in cats is more difficult than diag-
nosing it in dogs, perhaps due to the 
smaller number of worms in infected cats 
than in infected dogs. Various tests may 
be needed to determine the likelihood of 
heartworm infection in cats, but such tests 

are not always conclusive. But 
potential warning signs of 
heart worm in cats include 
cough ing, respiratory distress 
and vomiting. 

What are signs of 
heartworm in dogs? 

The AVMA indicates that 
dogs may show no signs of ill-
ness if they were recently or 
mildly infected with heart-
worms. Signs may only de-
velop when the worms reach 
adulthood. Dogs may cough, 
become lethargic, lose their ap-
petites, or experience difficulty 
breathing. In addition, the 
AVMA indicates that dogs with 
heartworm infections may tire 
rapidly after only moderate ex-
ercise. 

Is heartworm preventable? 

The good news for pet own -
ers and their pets is that heartworm is en-
tirely preventable. Various preventive 
medicines are available, and pet owners 
can speak with their veterinarians to deter-
mine which product is best for their pets. 

Heartworm is a serious yet preventable 
disease. Pet owners who suspect their pets 
are infected with heartworm should report 
those suspicions to their veterinarians im-
mediately. – MCG.

The Canine Club is not 
just a Doggy Daycare. 

It is a happy place for your 

pets to come and socialize 

and get the exercise 

and playtime they need. 

We pride ourselves on our 

fun filled days that include 

a daily trip to our PRIVATE 

dog park, rain or shine. 

All reservations taken online 

at clubcanin.com 

For any additional questions 

please call us at 

514 231 9202 

In Westmount at 

353 Victoria at Somerville

GOING AWAY 
FOR A BIT? 

 Plan your next trip 

without worrying about 

your precious pooch with 

our boarding services.

Did you know? 
Is your precious pooch joining you at 

the bathroom sink each day when you 
brush your teeth? If so, you may want to 
think about having him or her learn the 
proper technique to keeping teeth clean – 
with your help, of course. 

Cleaning a dog’s teeth is just as essential 
to the pet’s health as a nutritious diet, 
grooming and regular exercise. According 
to the American Kennel Club, keeping a 
dog’s teeth clean comes down to a few 
basic steps. 

Brush teeth. Teeth brushing is the foun-•
dation of good oral health. Brush a dog’s 
teeth at least once a week or more fre-
quently. Use toothpaste specifically de-
signed for dogs. Never use toothpaste 
made for humans. 

Offer dental chews. Rely on a dog’s •
natural inclination to chew with treats 
that also clean the teeth. Chews are de-
signed to minimize the build-up of 
plaque. 

Use special oral sprays: Investigate dog •
dental sprays that kill bacteria that can 
make a dog’s breath smell bad and con-
tribute to tartar and plaque. 

Provide plenty of chew toys. In addition •

to dental chews, regular chew toys also 
scour the teeth and improve oral health. 
Rotate several toys to prevent boredom. 

Schedule professional cleanings. Dogs •
need dental cleanings and examinations 
at least every year. Some dogs are more 
susceptible to periodontal disease and 
will require more frequent cleanings. 
Consult a vet. 

It may take some time for dogs to get 
acclimated to having their mouths handled 
and their teeth brushed, but over time they 
can grow accustomed to the process. 

Some dogs may even enjoy it. – MCG.
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How to keep pets occupied 
while you’re at work 

If one had to find a silver lining during 
the global pandemic that kept people close 
to home for an extended period of time, 
the chance to spend more time with pets 
is worthy of consideration. Cats, dogs, 
birds and other animals reaped the re-
wards of having humans nearby for much 
of the day. 

As the world continues 
to open up and people are 
returning to their offices 
and schools, pets who have 
grown accustomed to hav-
ing company all day long 
may be in for a shock. 
Concern ed pet owners can 
take various steps to help 
keep their pets occupied 
and content while their 
human companions are 
away from home. 

Get a buddy 

When two pets get together, the oppor-
tunity for play increases exponentially. 
Animals can keep themselves company 
and hopefully out of trouble. A single pet 
may experience separation anxiety when 
his owner goes away to work or school, 
and that may result in damaging behaviour 
like chewing, scratching or even soiling 
in inappropriate places. 

Provide puzzling toys 

Keeping pets’ brains active can reduce 
instances of boredom. PetMD suggests 
food puzzle toys that can be stuffed with 
treats and involve brain power to unlock 
the food rewards. 

Expend energy 

Prior to leaving for work or school, pet 

parents can help pets expend some energy 
so they’re more inclined to sleep during 
the day. 

The Animal Behavior College suggests 
an extra 20 minutes of walking each day 
may be enough to tire out most breeds. 
Working dogs, such as shepherds, pointers 

and setters, may need 40 
or more minutes to burn 
off energy. 

Cat owners can play 
with their cats indoors, but 
generally cats will lounge 
around during the day 
anyway. 

Provide white noise 

Pets may have grown 
accustomed to the sounds 
of an active house, so white 
noise can fill the void 
owners’ absences create. 
Turn on the television or 

radio. Pet fountains, fans and other devices 
can  create noises to keep pets content. 

Introduce new toys 

Keep a cache of new toys and rotate 
them on a regular basis. Pets may become 
so interested in the bevy of new toys that 
they fail to even realize their owners are 
gone for much of the day. 

Make rest enticing 

Invest in a new and cozy pet bed (or 
cage bedding) that’s too comfortable for 
pets to ignore. 

Pets who grew accustomed to constant 
companionship during the pandemic may 
need to readjust to a quiet home. Owners 
can try various strategies to help pets dur-
ing this adjustment period. – MCG.
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Library’s reading club for kids features the ‘Land of Westmount’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Welcome to “The Land of Westmount,” 
the theme of this year’s TD Summer Read-
ing Club at the children’s library based on 
myths and legends and a number of activ-
ities throughout the summer for children 
aged up to 13. 

The “club” is a program that children 
can register for on the Westmount library’s 
website, said children’s librarian Wendy 
Wayling. “When they do, they can get a bag 
with a kit that includes a log book to record 
the books they will read over the summer 
at home or at the library as well as stickers 
and games to play. 

“We want as many as possible to sign 
up,” she said. In 2020, Westmount won the 

national award for English libraries for 
their activities associated with the TDSRC.
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Team McGuigan Pepin 
Montreal’s No.1 Family Real Estate Company 
514 824-4457 • McGuiganPepin.com 
tim.mcguigan@royallepage.ca

122 Sunnyside, Westmount – $2,268,000 
Stunning semi-detached stone Tudor residence situated on a corner lot in a prime 
location. This three-plus-one-bedroom home benefits from a double integrated 
garage along with a private and intimate hedged garden area. Redesigned and 
renovated in 2012-2013 with all the bells and whistles for modern living. Call now 
for a visit. Centris #14401610

INTRODUCING

“Music by the Season” with Alison Notkin. Photo courtesy of Westmount Public Library.

After 2-year absence from Westmount Park 

The return of concerts, theatre, 
mystery walk & more 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With the approach of mid-summer, nu-
merous events are returning to Westmount 
Park after a two-year pandemic hiatus. The 
round of events include concerts by the 
 lagoon, Repercussion Theatre’s Shake-
speare-in-the-Park performances and a new 
mystery walk and children’s activities. 

With “way too many to list,” said Donna 
Lach, assistant director of library and com-
munity events, an entire listing can be con-
sulted on the library’s website at westlib.
org and Westmount.org. 

“I am looking forward to Repercussion 
Theatre’s four presentations of All Shall Be 
Well,” she added. “Imagine 400 years ago 
and London is in lockdown due to the 
plague pandemic. It’s a must-see for every-
one. This takes place Saturday, July 23 and 
July 24 starting at 7 pm. 

“Concerts by the lagoon are such a nice 
way to spend a summer afternoon too,” Lach 
said. These start Sunday, July 17 at 2 pm. 

“And if you are looking for a fun event 
for the whole family, our Mystery Walk will 
delight all as you discover or re-discover 
your city,” Lach continued. 

This is an interactive game named for 
the queen’s jubilee and requires using a 
cell phone. 

The Mystery Walk is among those high-
lighted by Julie-Anne Cardella, library and 
community events director, pointing out 
the theme: the “Curious Case of the Corgi’s 
Collar.” It’s an interactive walk starting at 
Queen Elizabeth Gardens and going from 
clue to clue. 

There are movies for kids in the park 
and events scheduled as part of the city’s 
participation this year’s TD Summer Read-
ing Club (see story at left).



Vilebrequin arrives in Canada, in Westmount 

One day my prints will come. 
And now they are here. And what sea-

worthy style – not to mention history. 
Founded 50 years ago in iconic 1970s über-
fun St. Tropez, Vilebrequin is now sold in 
60 countries. 

The Westmount boutique is the first in 
Canada. 

Vilebrequin is recognizable at an Insta-
gram glance for its stand-out colour com-
bos. That makes sense: the fabrics are 
printed in Italy. The collection has a come 
a long way from beauties on the beach. 

Classic cut 

Today, Vilebrequin offers the classic 
Moorea, the original swimwear cut whose 
iconic look was inspired by 1970s chic, as 
well as matching outfits for mothers-
daughters and fathers-sons. 

The shop also offers beachwear acces-
sories. Fabulous big-brimmed hats that 
shade from the searing sun; the Le Mistral 
line with hand-embroidery and sterling 
silver ties ($10,000); and a fun Kenny 
Scharf line. 

“We see our fabric as a canvas,” ex-

plained Emmanuele Vinciguerra, Vilebre-
quin president of the Americas, who 
 arrived from New York for the Canadian 
premiere. 

Time to settle in on your sand-space? 
There are wonderful sop-up wrap-up beach 
towels, frisbees, classic French game 
 pétanque sets, tote bags and flip flops. And 

as the sun sets, ladies can don elegant 
eye-catching dresses made of viscose; not 
only light and flattering but easy-peasy to 
pack. 

(An elegant blue-and-white one caught 
my eye as it swayed in the zephyr-driven 
cocktail launch.) 

Vilebrequin has exploded from its south 

of France roots. That’s pretty outstanding 
for a look that’s, well, frankly seasonal. But, 
frankly, the look is uniquely remarkable 
and remarkably unique. Cognoscenti spot 
it from yachts to docks whether Marbella 
or Mount Tremblant. And more is 
planned. For 2023, a prêt-à-porter collection 
for children 4 to 14 is in the works. Sun-
glasses and espadrilles will be added to the 
line. 

I can’t wait. Neither can the new store’s 
owner Cheryl Glense, just back from 
Cannes where she met with Vilebrequin 
global CEO Roland Herlory.
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Retail Watch 

Veronica Redgrave

Emmanuele Vinciguerra and Cheryl Glense.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Dog Walker Available 

Responsible and loving, Westmount area. One-on-one solo walks 
allow me to focus on your pet. Website: edebuss.wixsite.com/
my-site, or Elise 438-837-0083 or edebuss@gmail.com. 

Weeding & Yard Work 

Garden cleaning, Small Lawns, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard 
Cleanup, Raking Leaves. Text / Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Piano Tuning 

Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449. 

Interior Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous efficient, and reliable. 
 Reasonable rates, and references provided. 514-944-2763.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally
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Future Stars bring large crowd to Place des Arts 

After a few years of lesser crowds, Thé-
âtre Maisonneuve at Place des Arts once 
again had a full house. The Future Stars’ 
grand premiere on June 7 was a resound-
ing success. 

Organizing committee co-chairs were 
Westmounter Sylvie Chagnon, manage-
ment of corporate donations, Lallemand, 
board member Fondation de la Place des 
Arts; along with Sandra Chartrand, presi-
dent, Fondation Sandra et Alain Bouchard, 
vice-president, Fondation de la Place des 
Arts; and Jacques Marchand, honorary 
president, LCI Éducation, working with 
committee members Louise St-Pierre, 
board chair of Société de la Place des Arts 
and Fondation de la Place des Arts; Marie-
Josée Desrochers, CEO, Société de la Place 
des Arts, board member Fondation de la 
Place des Arts; Catherine Samson, senior 
director, communications and outreach 
Québec, Caisse de dépôt et placement du 
Québec, board member Fondation de la 
Place des Arts; Jean-Phil-
ippe Lemay, CEO, Fiera 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 22
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From left, first row: Louise St-Pierre, Sandra Chartrand, Sylvie Chagnon, Marie-Josée Desrochers; back: Catherine Samson, Jean-Philippe Lemay, 
Frédérique Cardinal, Jacques Marchand, Marc Blondeau and Amélie Fortier-Cyr.



Capital, president, Fondation de la Place 
des Arts; Frédérique Cardinal, executive di-
rector, Fondation de la Place des Arts; Marc 

Blondeau, and Amélie Fortier-Cyr, manag-
ing director Lancôme, L’Oreal Canada, 
board member, Fondation de la Place des 
Arts. 

Guests enjoyed a pre-concert cocktail 

buffet and after the program a wine and 
dessert reception to meet the artists. With 
artistic direction by Valérie Milot – an in-
ternationally renowned musician and the 
first harpist in over 100 years to win the 
Prix d’Europe – the event was a showcase 
for exceptionally talented young artists 
working in various disciplines of the per-
forming arts. 

Guest conductor was Hubert Tanguay-
Labrosse. 

“Emerging artists” were Emrik Rever-
mann, violin Elisabeth Pion, piano; Ro-
main-Olivier Gray, cello; and Devon 
Packer, piano and composition. 

“Established artists” were soprano My-
riam Leblanc and Zal Sissokho, kora. 

Also performing were the Orchestre de 
l’Agora and Petits Chanteurs du Mont-
Royal, a choir of 80 young singers. Among 
the many enjoying the sold-out night were 

lawyer Eric Gosselin, partner business law 
group McCarthy Tétrault and Place des 
Arts board vice-chair; André Provencher, 
senior business advisor, Inno-centre; Capi-
tal, president, Fondation de la Place des 
Arts and Ericka Alneus, member of the 
executive committee of the city of Mon-
treal, responsible for culture and heritage. 

The magical eve raised a record amount 
of more than $688,000. The funds will 
allow the fondation to pursue its mission 
by continuing to support the two compo-
nents of Place des Arts’ L’Art en soi pro-
gram – Education and Communities – 
which, each year, offer cultural and educa-
tional activities to benefit all citizens, in-
troducing them to the performing arts with 
support from professional artists.
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

Social notes, cont’d from p. 21

Ericka Alneus and Marie-Josée Desrochers.

Eric Gosselin and André Provencher.

Performer Robert Cookson (on cyr wheel) and Les Petits Chanteurs du Mont-Royal.
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Tremblant Region | La Conception
ROUTE DES ORMES, RIVIÈRE ROUGE

Nuns’ Island
80 BERLIOZ ST., APT. 207

Old Montreal
54 DE BRÉSOLES ST.

Westmount
466 MOUNTAIN AV.

Saint-Donat
CH. COUTU, LAC ARCHAMBAULT

Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE APT. 1016

$2,595,000$2,195,000

3 52 4+1 21

$1,150,000
$839,000

NEW NEW

REVISED
PRICE

AMAZING
VIEWS

$1,590,000 + QST/GST

SOLD

± 7 ACRE WATERFRONT LOT
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Rental office now open

Apartment bookings are going well. Hurry to assure you a better choice!
Make an appointment with the rental team now.

R E S I D E N T I A L  C O M P L E X  F O R  R E T I R E E S

Montréal | 514 380-9800 | ResidenceLiz.com 




