
New games: bubble soccer & ‘axe’ throwing 

Family Day returns May 28 
after two missed years 
By Laureen Sweeney 

How about playing soccer in an inflated 
bubble? Or “axe throwing” using an in-
flated safety one? 

These are two new attractions being 
added to the long list of regular features 
when the city’s Family Day returns to West-
mount Park after a three-year/two-event 
COVID absence. The 45th rendition will 
take place Saturday, May 28 between 10 am 
and 4 pm. 

“We’re just so excited to be back,” said 
Sports and Recreation director Dave La-
pointe. “It’s the biggest activity we do to 
open up and bring summer to West-
mount.” 

The event typically attracts hundreds of 
participants to the park. 

Most of the regular attractions will be 
set up on the main Melville field. These in-
clude Eurobungee, five inflatable games, 
a petting zoo, pony rides, a make-up booth, 
traditional and novelty races, carnival 
booths and a train ride through the park 
pathways. 

Also on the main field will be exhibits 
from Public Security, police, the Royal 
Montreal Regiment and fire department. 
Public Security will offer child seat inspec-
tions on Melville Ave. Community groups 
including Contactivity and Scouts will pro-
vide exhibits on the main 
pathway. 
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In ‘Spotlight’ after p. 10: Tax roll to be based on 2021 real estate

Four requests heard at long Demolition Committee meeting 

City’s old incinerator to go, 
private Murray Ave. garage stays 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A city demolition meeting to hear four 
requests one after the other May 5 took 
well over two hours as members of the 
Demolition Committee, comprising all 
member of the city council, deliberated 
and rendered a decision on each file. 

Two involved garages described as ac-
cessory buildings. One was behind a Cat-

egory I house at 1 Murray Ave. – a request 
that was denied, as recommended by the 
city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC). 

The other, at 665 Belmont, had already 
been removed on an emergency basis as 
recommended for acceptance by the PAC 
on condition the area be landscaped. 

Another request related to property at 
45 Roxborough, where a 
bungalow had exceeded 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

continued on p. 10
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Westmount Park’s ‘Dolls of Hope’ headed to refugees 

Using a pattern provided by Dolls of Hope, students at Westmount Park elementary school cut out fabric 
shapes and mark the placing of the nose and eyes for teddy bears. The bears will be sent to the Dolls of 
Hope charity, which sends them on to refugee children. See p. 8 for story. Photo: Ralph Thompson.continued on p. 7

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Westmount

Most amazing corner unit, 
SOLD in 2 days by us. We are 
looking for more units for
our buyers. 

2 Westmount-Square, Apt. 1303

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

2+13 1

NEW

SOLD IN 2 DAYS BY US

Indie turns 15! See p. 6
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Cyclist falls on bike path, taken to hospital 
By Laureen Sweeny 

A cyclist was taken to hospital by Ur-
gences Santé May 10 after falling on the 
bike path in front of 4998 de Maisonneuve 
at Claremont, Public Security officials said. 
Though the incident occurred only a prov-
erbial “stone’s throw away,” from the 

MUHC super-hospital, she was trans-
ported to the CHUM, though the reason 
was not reported. 

The cyclist, described as a 21-year-old 
woman from Côte St. Luc, was initially as-
sisted by public safety officers called to the 
scene at 9:08 am. 

She suffered pain in the left leg and was 
having trouble supporting herself. The 
pavement was checked but nothing found 
to suggest a reason for the fall and it was 
believed she had made a “false ma-
noeuvre.” It was the first bike lane mishap 
reported recently. 

Dog leashed in ‘Woods’ 
only after spotted by officer 

A Westmount man was issued a ticket 
for $277 for walking his dog off leash in 
Summit Woods May 10 at 5:30 pm, Public 
Security officials said. The German shep-
herd was spotted walking ahead of the man 
who, on seeing the patroller, ran up and 
leashed the dog. The man was described 
as known to the officer who had had “an 
interaction” with him in 2018. 

2 ticketted for jumping 
lookout fence 

Tickets for $153 were issued May 9 at 
9:38 pm to two 18-year-old Montreal men 
for trespassing in the restricted area at the 
summit lookout. Public Security officials 
said the two had been seen on the city’s 
surveillance camera as they jumped over 
the fence and went along a wall. One lived 
in NDG, the other in the Ridgewood area. 
Work to “reinforce” the damaged lookout 
is expected to start soon with an aim of re-
opening it at the end of June or beginning 
of July (see story May 10, p. 1). 

Homeless man tracked 
down, taken to hospital 

When Public Security received a call 
May 8 at 9:38 pm for a man walking east 

on Sherbrooke with blood on his hands, 
they tracked him down as he “noncha-
lantly” crossed Victoria, department offi-
cials said. Keeping him under surveillance, 
they called police. 

When police arrived, they stopped and 
questioned him on Lansdowne south of 
Côte St. Antoine to be told he had been try-
ing to cope with the issue of a leaking urine 
bag. 

Urgences Santé was called and trans-
ported him to the CHUM. 

Described as “homeless and inebri-
ated,” he was aged 52.
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don’t miss our pull-out 

Spotlight 
real estate section after p. 10 

Dodge’s Year-End Review, p. SL-3 

Dodge’s April analysis, p. SL-6 

List of 2021 transactions, p. SL-23 

House history: 
202 Côte St. Antoine/
472 Strathcona, p. SL-28

SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA
Independently owned and operated.Real estate agency.

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088
susanlloydleduc.com

slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

MONT-ROYAL | $24,200,000

1320 Croissant Lombard
59-apartment building MLS 11541958

Exceptional and unique property for sale in the very heart of the 

marvelous and exclusive Town of Mount Royal, facing Connaught 

Park. Near to the new REM station and all services.

SAINT-LAURENT | $12,700,000

380 Rue Deslauriers
38,846.95 sq.ft. MLS 16802351

Superb industrial building currently used as a warehouse for storage 

with 6 loading docks and ample parking. Air-conditioned offices. 

Prime location. Next to the new REM station.

©2022 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, 
please disregard this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec

ROCHELLE CANTOR & CIE.

Rochelle Cantor 
Real Estate Broker & Advisor
514.605.6755
rochelle.cantor@evrealestate.com

INTRODUCING

1 AV. WOOD #1005, WESTMOUNT  |   $3,850,000

Library opens full 
time June 6, back to 
summer ‘normal’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

It’s been a long time getting there, 
but starting June 6, the Westmount 
Public Library will be operating with 
full staff and on summer hours, it was 
announced last week. 

It has operated on reduced time in-
cluding no evenings since re-opening 
to the public February 14 after pan-
demic closures. 

“It will be so good to get back to 
normal – to where we were before the 
full closure in March 2020,” said li-
brary director Julie Anne Cardella. 
“It’s a long time coming.” 

This means the library will be open 
10 am to 9 pm every weekday and Sat-
urday 1 am to 5 pm. It will be closed 
Sundays, as usual during the summer, 
until September 4. Masks are no 
longer required and restrictions will 
be lifted on using photocopiers, the 
self-check machine and online public 
access catalogues from within the li-
brary. 

The library has now hired 11 
summer students, which helps allevi-
ate the staffing challenge posed by the 
lack of part-timers during the pan-
demic, “so it’s all coming back to-
gether!”



Maccarone recognize St. Leo’s orthopédagogues, students 

Provincial legislator for Westmount-St. 
Louis Jennifer Maccarone recently recog-
nized teachers and students from St. Leo’s 
elementary school with Quebec’s Medal of 
the National Assembly and attesting cer-
tificates. 

It is the highest honour that a member 
of the provincial assembly can bestow. 

The school’s entire team of orthopéda-
gogues (resource teachers) was recognized. 
The French-only webpage of the L’Associa-
tion des Orthopédagogues du Québec ex-
plains the term as the science of evaluat-
ing, and intervening for the benefit of, stu-
dents who have or are susceptible to 
scholastic challenges, including learning 

difficulties. 
Students were chosen for their good be-

haviour, achievements, engagement, effort, 
perseverance and on the recommendation 
of teachers, according to Quentin Parisis, 
a counsellor at the province’s Bureau des 
communications et de la participation 
 citoyenne.
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Fifteen Quebec and Ontario 
dealers in used and rare 

books, prints, photographs, 
ephemera and maps 

Saturday, May 21 
10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
CENTRE GREENE 

Greene Avvenue
Community Centre 

1090 Greene Avvenue,
Weestmount

(just below Dorchester) 
Admission $3 

Info: 514-935-9581 
.defwww frreitasbooks.com

Quebec and Ontario dealers 
in used & rare books, 

prints, autographs, 
ephemera and maps. 
Saturday, May 21 

10 am to 5 pm 
CENTRE GREENE 

Greene Avenue 
Community Centre 

1090 Greene Avenue, 
Westmount 

(just below Dorchester) 
Admission $3 

To benefit St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Church 

Help Ukraine Fund 
Info: 514-935-9581 

www.defreitasbooks.com From left, top row: Jennifer Maccarone, orthopédagogues Jailene Mingarelli, Edwige Nicolas, Lucie L’Archevêque and Gabrielle Livernoche, and Pascale 
Gingras, assistant director of the Centre de services scolaire de Montréal (French school board); front row: students Othmane El Mariky, Jacob Michael 
Fiorilo Justiniano, Suran Dou, Yiguo Dong, Yifeng Dong and Yimo Cai. Photo courtesy of Q. Parisis.

Classifieds in the INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night, 
who-knows-who-is-replying websites when you 
can list (and sell) locally? Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at www.westendclassifieds.com 

Buy locally to sell locally
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Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

Mother’s Day returns to Miss Vicky’s 

From left, Melina Agarwal with Amaya, Madonna Abou Nassar with Cristian, Cristina Di Giovanni 
with Charlotte, Lea Cristante with Dalia and Carla Bogdaneris with Milo. Photo courtesy of R. Mettler. 

“We were delighted to celebrate our an-
nual Mother’s Day breakfast again, after a 
two-year interruption,” said Miss Vicky’s 
administrator Reggie Mettler by email May 
10. 

The pre-school is located on Church 
Hill in St. Matthias’ Church. 

The pre-kindergarten students invited 
their mums for a Mother’s Day breakfast 
on May 6.

Contactivity hits Westmount Park 

A group of members from Contactivity 
participated May 10 in one of the seniors’ 
centre’s new in-person activities launched 
this month. Called “Walk in the Park,” it 
takes place every week. Two staff members 
accompany participants at a “slower” pace 
through Westmount Park. 

“We give each member a pedometer to 
see how many steps they do at each walk,” 
said Benita Goldin, the centre’s executive 

director. “It’s a fun and healthy program to 
get everyone back into regular outdoor ex-
ercise. Participants bring their own lunch 
and the group has a picnic in the park after 
the walk.” 

Also shown are Contactivity’s new water 
bottles, which will be available for sale 
along with other items at Westmount 
Family Day, May 28 (see separate story, p. 
1). Photo: Courtesy of Contactivity.
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Let’s move indoor pool 
forward with 
citizen committee 

During question period at the recent 
May 2 city council meeting, Westmount 
resident Conor Sampson asked when the 
findings of the $99,000 indoor pool loca-
tion study awarded to TLA Architects Inc. 
in late 2021 (Professional Assessment 
Mandate INV-2020-056) would be made 
available. 

Mayor Christina Smith responded that 
she would “have to get back to you on this.” 
When Mr. Sampson pressed on asking if 
Councillor Mary Gallery (commissioner of 
sports and recreation and parks and green-
houses) was the point person for the pro-
ject, the response was “no.” End of dis-
cussion. 

As an avid swimmer and strong pro-
ponent of the need for a year-round dedi-
cated aquatics facility available to all West-
mount residents, I get the feeling the pool 
project has again been relegated to the 
back burner. 

And this, despite statements made by 
several candidates during the candidates’ 
meeting at Victoria Hall on October 27, 
2021, prior to the municipal election. The 
following are excerpts published in the No-
vember 2, 2021 issue of the Westmount In-
dependent: 

Anitra Bostock (District 5) – “… said that •
for Westmount’s seniors, an indoor pool 
‘is probably the most important and ex-
cellent exercise to keep our seniors mo-
bile. And so, an indoor pool is definitely 
part of what we need in our city and 
something that we can work with other 
organizations to make sure that it 
happens.” 
Matt Aronson (District 7) – “‘I would •

love to give you a specific date. But as I 
am just a resident like you, I can’t. I can’t 
because there isn’t enough transparency 
at city hall.’ He said that, if elected, he 
would make sure ‘you have that in-
formation so you don’t have to wait four 
years and come to a public meeting to 
ask people for a date. You should al-
ready know what it is.’” 
Kathleen Kez (District 8) – “… an indoor •
pool is ‘something that has been dis-
cussed’ by city officials ‘and at this point, 
before even coming to a date, we would 
have to find a location. So, that’s where 
it’s at now … Locations are being evalu-
ated. Absolutely.’” 
Much as I appreciate the challenges of 

juggling infrastructure spending and nu-
merous other capital works needs within 
the confines of the city’s limited budget, it 
is equally important for our elected offi-
cials to follow through with their campaign 
promises. 

This means providing clarity, being re-
sponsive, showing interest and being pro-
active. 

Westmount is fortunate to have a strong 
contingent of residents with expertise in 
real estate development, construction, 
architecture, engineering and finance, to 
name a few. Why not capitalize on the city’s 
best assets – its citizens? 

I propose the city consider creating an 
Indoor Pool Committee composed of 
qualified residents tasked with guiding an 
indoor pool project through its various 
stages to eventual fruition. Committee 
members would be selected on the basis 
of experience/credentials and would carry 
out their duties in a voluntary capacity. 

Claire Panet-Raymond, 
Blenheim Place 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 
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David Price: 514.935.4537 
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Letters to the editor

We are 15 years old – Thank you 
Our first edition was published May 

16, 2007, making us 15 years old. 
I would like to thank everyone who has 

ever help ed us, be they advertiser, source, 
reader, supporter in writing, supporter by 
word of mouth or advisor. 

I would also like to thank all team 
mem bers – past and present – regardless 

of their expertise, including reporting, 
opinion writing, photography, design and 
layout, editing, sales, back office, printing, 
distribution and specialty advice. 

It’s been a great ride so far, and we 
hope to be here for many years to come. 

Warm regards, 
David Price, Editor

Editorial

Sorry, everyone: No ET, no aurora 
Westmounter Conor Sampson of CS -

Design on Victoria Ave. contacted the In-
dependent to explain 
the “mysterious green 
light” seen over West-
mount Park by Man -
ish and Shaurya 
Dhore on May 4 (see 
May 10, p. 1). Samp-
son is a lighting de-
signer and architect 
who is familiar with 
its source: Place Des-
jardins, located down-
town at Jeanne Mance 
and St. Catherine. 
The shade of green 

used to light up the building is actually 
the specific green of the Mouvement Des-

jardins logo. Samp-
son points out that 
this light needs 
clouds to be seen, 
whereas the aurora 
borealis needs the ab-
sence of clouds to be 
visible. 

Anne-Marie La-
combe, assistant di-
rector of the West-
mount Public Library, 
emailed us soon after 
with the same in-
formation.

continued on p. 7

The first page of our first issue. Looking back over the last 15 years, it is obvious now that con-
struction and real estate were just getting started!

This imposing home being built by Paul Nassar directly east of the lookout

can be seen from Sherbrooke St. Following the curvature of the road, it

occupies the former site of 22 Summit Circle and an adjacent property.

by Laureen Sweeney

With the construction and renovation season shifting into

high gear, Westmount could be headed for another trend
-setting

year.
In the first quarter alone, the value and n

umber of building

permits issued for alterations to one- and tw
o-family dwellings

are already running well ahead of those
for the same period last

year. And building activity in 2006 was
higher than at any other

time in the last five years.

The renovation boom can largely be attributed to the aging of

homes and the desire of residents to incre
ase living space, ex-

plains Joanne Poirier, urban planning d
irector.

“With the building envelope maximized, people are starting

to look for new ways to make their houses grow from the inside,”

she said.
These are reflected in requests to recover space in attics and

under sloping roofs, to build roof-top
decks, and even excavate

deeper to create sub-basements and multi-car garages.

It’s this trend toward so-called monster houses – pushing up-

ward and underground – that is raising new

challenges for Westmount’s city planners con- continued on page 2

Building projects push limits,

heading for a busy year

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount.

May 16, 2007 – Vol. 1 No. 1

In a rare occurrence, all the right con-

ditions combined May 5 to ignite peat

moss in a balcony planter causing damage

estimated at $4,000 to both the exterior

and interior of an apartment at 3033 Sher-

brooke St. (near Vignal).
Fire officials said the heat was so in-

tense that it broke the window, allowi
ng

smoke to enter the dwelling on the fifth

floor.
No injuries were reported.

Caused by spontaneous combustion,

the fire was quickly doused by firefighte
rs

using a portable extinguisher from the

building.
Such an unusual fire is difficult to pre-

vent, says local Fire Prevention Chief

Daniel de Vries.
“You need the right combination of per-

fect humidity, compaction at a certain tem-

perature and strong sun.” The wind a
lso

played a factor.

Freak peat moss fire
damages apartment

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Stunning! Unique! European sophistication!

Townhouse, completely renovated. “State of the

Art”, three bedrooms, two bathroomss, powder

room, gym, parking. $2,695,000.
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Please Call Me

Lifelong Westmount Resident
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Affiliated Real Estate Agent
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MOORE

514
969-5900

Photo courtesy of Manish Dhore.
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Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

What happened 
to Westmount? 

As I return home for the summer, I 
note many differences around Westmount 
from my childhood memories. 

The greenhouse is greatly missed after 
so long being closed; the water feature in 
Murray Hill Park has not worked for many 
years now, and shows no signs of being re-
paired; the basketball net in Murray Hill 
Park is still barricaded, although this 
seems like a simple project that could be 
completed for the summer; the tennis 
courts adjacent to the library are not in 
working order; and the lookout up at the 
summit remains closed. 

In addition, the walking paths in Mur-
ray Hill Park are crumbling and are still 
dirty from the winter, benches are few and 
far between, and a number of park lights 
are not functioning (a safety risk). In se-
veral cities where I have lived there is an 
age-friendly initiative in parks and com-
munity spaces for repairing paths to re-
duce fall risk alongside re-designing 
benches and seating to ensure universal 
access for all ages. 

I would urge Westmount to put some 
badly needed resources into our very 
special King George/Murray Hill Park, 
which seems to be particularly neglected 
(except for the toboggan run in the winter). 

My hope is that my infant daughter will 
be able to enjoy the Westmount parks and 
amenities that I so fondly recall from years 
ago. For now, the good news is that despite 
how bumpy the disintegrating park paths 
make her stroller ride, she seems to sleep 
right through. 
Diana Anderson, Côte St. Antoine Rd. 
Editor’s note: In fairness to the city, the 
greenhouse project is quite far along, even 
if it did not meet an April opening date (see 
March 1, p. 1), and city council just voted 
funds to repair the summit lookout suffi-
ciently to target a June/July opening. (see 
May 10, p. 1). – DP. 

Please don’t feed the ducks 
I am so grateful to be living in West-

mount with its beautiful green spaces, es-
pecially Westmount Park, where ducks are 
now arriving in the lagoon. The only thing 
that dampens the joy is trying to explain to 
well-meaning folks that feeding the ducks 
is detrimental to their health and to the 
park environment. 

Perhaps more signs are needed? 
westmount.org/en/resident-zone/

safety-parking/community-safety/
#1439316861782-de09e64b-b34f 

Thank you. 
Loni Cornax, Grosvenor Ave. 

Letters to the editor Westmount Public Library will also have 
an exhibit launching its TD Summer Read-
ing Club for this year with a theme of 
“Once Upon a Time: Myths and Legends.” 

Differing times 

While most of the attractions open up 
in the morning, the games (egg and bal-
loon toss, and tug of war), are scheduled 
for 12:30 to 1:30 pm and the carnival booths 
are to operate between 2 and 4 pm. 

Food and refreshments will be provided 
for purchase throughout the day by the 
Café Mouton Noir, Girl Guides and Ven-
turer Scouts. 

A city flyer listing schedules is to be de-
livered to all homes and will also be avail-
able on the city’s website.

Family Day, cont’d from p. 1

Invasive Japanese knotweed spreading 

Fewer birds, more people this spring in Summit Woods 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Are more people the result of fewer 
birds sighted in Summit Woods over this 
spring’s migration period? 

The question was pondered last week 
by John Fretz, an almost-daily visitor to the 
bird and flora sanctuary at a time that so 
many species, including ground nesters, 
return from their winter habitats. 

Fretz, a resident of Lansdowne, keeps 
“watch” over the area and recently organ-
ized a tour of the emerging wildflowers 
that attracted 18 people. 

“I don’t know whether the decrease in 
birds has to do with changing bird habits 
that take them to places like Île Notre 
Dame, or is it related to the growing 
number of visitors to the woods that has 
been increasing during the pandemic and 
even since the complete closure of Summit 
Circle? 

“It may be too early to tell about the 
birds,” he added, suggesting that the 
coming week or so would will be “a deal 

breaker to know. Regretfully with the clo-
sure of the lookout, we can’t get to see 
what’s happening in the hedgerows down 
in Sunnyside Park.” 

A member of Birds Protection Quebec, 
Fretz also spent many years as a member 
of the city’s former Summit Woods Advis-
ory Committee and the ad hoc former 
Friends of Summit Woods, which he 
hopes to resurrect. 

Need maintenance 

His concerns continue to be the protec-
tion of the natural habitat of the summit 
area and especially its wildflowers, trees 
and the condition of the trails, which he 
has asked for recently during city council 
question periods. The paths continually 
need to be maintained and new wood chips 
added, he said. 

The lack of rain this spring has ad-
versely affected the growth of wildflowers. 

Invasive plants “are a real problem,” he 
explained. Among them are wild carrots 
(Queen Anne’s lace). 

As well, the Japanese knotweed “is start-
ing up again.” This had been removed bor-
dering Summit Circle as part of the project 
to permanently close the north section to 
traffic in 2017, he said. 

The knotweed was also spotted recently 
outside a building on the north side of St. 
Catherine at Park Place, according to Ken-
neth Hilliam of Lachine, who keeps notic-
ing knotweed in various areas. He told the 
Independent last week that the issue should 
be given greater attention across the Mon-
treal area and people be made aware that 
it should not be added to composting. 

Ontario, for example, has regulated Ja-
panese knotweed as “restricted” under its 
Invasive Species Act. The need to remove 
this tall, invasive plant that spreads easily 
is documented in detail on the city’s web-
site under Environment/harmful and in-
vasive plants. 

Japanese knotweed: an exotic invader 

Japanese knotweed, it states, is “an ex-
otic invader that has been identified in 

Westmount.” Invasive plants are exotic 
species of trees, shrubs, grasses and 
flowers spread by human activity, it ex-
plains. “They often have the ability to re-
produce and spread rapidly and displace 
native species, causing an imbalance in the 
ecosystem.” 

Japanese knotweed is an aggressive 
semi-woody perennial native to eastern 
Asia. It was introduced to North America 
in the 19th century as an easy-to-grow or-
namental plant and was used to counter 
coastal soil erosion because of its strong 
roots. 

“Once found mostly along roadsides, 
ditches, and streams, its past commercial 
popularity and aggressive root system 
means it is now found everywhere and is 
often confused with bamboo.” 

The website says the best way to eradi-
cate Japanese knotweed is to deprive the 
plant of sunlight and energy by cutting off 
all shoots on the ground. 

These can apparently spread some 10 
feet deep.
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Teddy bears likely headed to young Ukrainian refugees 

Westmount Park elementary students make ‘Dolls of Hope’ 
By Ralph Thompson 

Westmount Park elementary school 
grade 6 teacher Sabrina Pianese had a pro-
ject idea for her class last January: to make 
100 bears for Dolls of Hope, in order to 
bring a little joy, hope and comfort into the 
lives of children living in a refugee camp 
somewhere in the world. 

On May 10, Principal Marco Gagliardi 
welcomed the media to see the results so 
far. At 10 am, 21 students were hard at work 
cutting, stitching and stuffing the pint-
sized teddy bears. Ninety-one bears were 
already crated up at the front of the class. 

“We will deliver 100 bears to Dolls of 
Hope,” and then “teacher Christine Vidal 
will drive them to the USA where they can 
be shipped to Dolls of Hope more cheaply,” 
said Pianese. 

Destination of bears – origins of charity 

Although the bears are not designated 
for any particular group, Pianese expects 
that they will be given to Ukrainian refu-
gees. Dolls of Hope (www.dollsofhope.org) 
was started by a mother of five, who, while 
visiting Greece, came across a refugee 
camp and decided to launch a fundraiser 

to bring a little joy and comfort to children 
in refugee camps. 

She started making handmade dolls 
and bears to send to refugee children all 
over the world. Since 2016, Dolls of Hope 
has distributed handmade bears and dolls 
to more than 52,180 children in 41 coun-
tries. The teddy bear is a universal symbol 
of love for kids worldwide. 

Pianese was proud of the cultural cross-
section that is her class of 11- and 12-year-
olds, which includes refugees, children of 
temporary residents and Canadians; and 
children from China, Japan, Somalia, Libya 
and Bangladesh. 

“They join the class and immediately 
make friends,” said Pianese. The stuffed 
bears will shortly be transported into the 
hands of displaced and refugee children, 
hopefully distracting them and providing 
comforted to their uprooted lives. 

See also photo on p. 1.
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Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

CALL THE 
“CARPET WHISPERER”

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

WE ARE HIRING: 

Faith in Nature 
Educator 

Nature and House Plant knowledge 
and a strong Spiritual Life required. 

Information available on 
Indeed.com 

(search with ‘faith in nature’) 

Deadline 12 June 

Westmount Park United Church

Teacher Sabrina Pianese, left, and student Mais Aboasali carefully stitch “bear fabric” with a sewing 
machine.

The students show off some 
of the finished bears.
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the amount of permitted demolition three 
years ago, leaving what was described as 
an “unsightly” vacant lot. This request was 
now granted, with the building to be re-
placed by a two-storey house previously ap-
proved by the PAC. 

The fourth request came from the city 
itself. This was to demolish an unused and 
highly contaminated building, the former 
city incinerator historically used to burn 
garbage and melt snow. 

With its address as 30 Bethune Ave., the 
building rises behind Hydro Westmount 
at 995 Glen Rd. and straddles the Public 
Works yard at the top of the cliff. It is in 
the shadow of the newly built Highway 136 
(the former 720). This request was granted 
in order to build a storage facility on the 
same site, whose design was not recom-
mended by the PAC, as reported at the 
hearing. 

Details of the decisions follow: 

1 Murray: 
committee cites alternate uses 

The garage, built in 1917 behind the 
1905 Category I house, was described as 
showing significant deterioration and 
mold. The plan was to replace it with 
greenery and build a garage under the 
house. Even with demolition of the garage, 
the site coverage would be 31 percent, over 

the 30 percent allowable limit so that no-
thing could be built on the space after 
demolition, Councillor Conrad Peart 
pointed out. 

The committee’s decision not to allow 
demolition was based on the fact that the 
garage could be converted into another use 
such as a greenhouse or garden studio 
(even though it could not be significantly 
modified because of the site coverage, sig-
nificant cost to fix it up, remove mold and 
heat it), and that the PAC recommended 
the request be denied. 

665 Belmont: 
urgent removal already done 

This 1914 detached garage behind the 
house had been taken down on an em -
ergency basis in December 2021 due to 
structural destabilization, according to the 
city presentation. It had been altered by the 
use of an enlarged door. The committee’s 
decision to approve demolition after the 
fact referred to the above information. The 
replacement project was described as an 
in-ground pool and landscaping. 

45 Roxborough: 
‘eyesore’ site must be cleaned up 

A Category III 1956 bungalow at 45 Rox-
borough went through a demolition hear-
ing June 17, 2019 to remove the roof and 
add a second storey (see story June 25, 

2019, p. 5). The current application was to 
endorse the 89.9 percent demolition work 
already undertaken, which exceeded the 
permitted amount. 

The request was accepted unanimously 
by the committee, based in part on the 
PAC’s favourable recommendation but tak-
ing into consideration the concern of a 
neighbour at 38 Surrey Gardens that the 
site be beautified “so as not to be such an 
eyesore.” 

Mayor Christina Smith said she under-
stood that the project was an “irritant,” had 
been a “long, long disruptive process” and 
that its unkempt state had “gone on for too 
long.” 

Incinerator, 995 Glen Rd.: 
no longer considered ‘historic’ 

After 20 minutes of deliberation, the 
decision to allow demolition was read out 
by Councillor Conrad Peart based on a 
number of reasons. These included the 
fact that its historic importance had been 
reduced by the removal of the upper part 
of its chimney, that the building had not 
been used since the 1960s, contained a 
high degree of contaminants and that the 
unfavourable recommendation by the PAC 
pertained to the replacement structure. 

“Most people don’t even know it’s 
there,” Mayor Smith said in conclusion.

Demolition Committee, cont’d from p. 1
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Quality Senior Living at Manoir Westmount: 

Your new home in the heart of Westmount 
might be less expensive than you may think

manoirwestmount.ca – 514-937-3943

Quietly set back from the corner of 
Sherbrooke and Lansdowne, next to 
Westmount Park, Manoir Westmount 
has been home for active, atonomous 
seniors since 1979. 

Built and run as a project for the com -
munity by The Rotary Club of Westmount 
to meet the needs, then and now, for 
residents of the surrounding area who 
want to continue to live in the neighbour -
hood they know and love, but are ready 
to leave their home or apartment for a 
worry-free lifestyle. 

Live with the security of a 24-hour 
nurse on duty, balanced nutritious meals, 
varied menu (including in-room contin -
ental breakfast or a full dining room meal), 
afternoon tea, personal laundry service, 
daily housekeeping, in-room emergency 
call system, extensive activities 
and entertainment. 

You need to visit to see all the features 
and facilities being o ered and discover 
how living at Manoir Westmount might 
easily fit your budget. 

And all this in the heart of Westmount. 
Manoir Westmount has inside access to 
Westmount Library, Victoria Hall and 
the soon to reopen greenhouses. Steps 
away from the shopping and restaurants 
of Victoria Village, nearby doctors 
and dentists and only a few blocks 
from the Glen hospital. 

Visit our website for more photos and 
information, or call to arrange a tour. We 
would love to show you and your family 
all that is o ered at Manoir Westmount.

What they say about Manoir Westmount: 
The Manoir is our own oasis of peace at the end of our long road. We are spoiled 
by a fantastic sta , always smiling and so very helpful. We have never seen such co -
operation … nurses, receptionists, maids, dining room helpers. …Thanks for celebrating 
each special holiday … not to mention the birthday teas each month. Thanks for all the 
activities: morning exercises, the arts and crafts, choir, book club and so many others! 
Thank you all for making us forget the passage and ravage of the years, you are all 
doing a fantastic job making us happy. We love our new family. – Pauline & Stanley T 

I love the Manoir because there is no other place I want to be. – Prue R 

I want to express how much our family has appreciated the excellent compassionate 
care and comfortable accommodation my mother has had for the past almost 6 years. 
She so enjoyed her very full life there; … the garden on the patio, the always delicious 
meals, and the many friends she made. During the last few years, as she became less 
active, she appreciated the extra kind care and attention she was given. – Eleanor T
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Westmount Rugby Club re-starts juniors’ 
training program after 2-year COVID hiatus 

By Martin C. Barry 

While rugby on the surface may seem 
more straightforward when compared to 
North American football, there’s a lot more 
to it, according to Westmount Rugby Club 
co-president Tiffany Luong. 

On the morning of Sunday, May 8, kids 
and parents from Westmount gathered on 
the playing field at King George Park on 
Westmount Ave. for the first practice in 
2022 of the WRC’s juniors’ program. 

There was great sun, enthusiastic 
players, and some hopeful beginners in 
rugby. 

Although rugby and the type of football 
most of us are familiar with have a number 
of things in common, one of the most ap-
parent differences with rugby is how 
quickly the ball gets passed from player to 
player during a single play. 

But rest assured, the complete set of 
rules for rugby “is a bit more complicated,” 
Luong said, while noting that for the sake 
of the children’s introduction to the sport 

“we simplified it a lot,” she added. 
In addition to its juniors’ program, the 

WRC has two men’s rugby teams, as well 

as a team for women. 
The juniors’ program is for kids from 

ages 8 to 14. As of last week, there were 25 

children in the program, which been on 
hiatus over the past two years during the 
COVID pandemic. 

The young players will be practising 
every Sunday until the end of June in King 
George Park, with the possibility of “jam-
borees” to be held in the month of July. 

Luong said the jamborees will be 
matches bringing the young players to-
gether with junior members of other Mon-
treal-area rugby clubs. 

The WRC has a website (westmoun-
trugby.com), a Facebook page, and can also 
be found on Instagram. Westmounters 
with questions about the program can 
send e-mail to Tiffany.luong@live.com.
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Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Coaches and young players are seen here on the edge of the playing field.

Mateo Balsera, a member of the WRC’s juniors’ 
program, breaks away with the ball during the first 
practice session held May 8 in King George Park.



Police Report 

Suspect goes pantless after breaking into Dawson College 
By Martin C. Barry 

“Not your typical B-and-E,” is how Sta-
tion 12 community relations officer Adal-
bert Pimentel described a break-and-enter 
incident that took place at Dawson College 
around 4 am on May 7. 

Whatever the motive of the presumed 
male perpetrator who forced his way into 
the college through a small window, he left 
the scene near the corner of de Maison-
neuve Blvd. and Wood Ave. minus his 
pants, which were bloodstained after he 
suffered cuts from broken window glass. 

The break-in was initially reported to 
the college’s security staff by passers-by, 
who said they had found blood on the 
ground outside in the yard near the shat-
tered window. 

Security personnel followed the trail of 
blood inside to a locker room, where they 
found discarded and bloodstained cloth-
ing, identified as a pair of shorts, although 
no sign of a perpetrator. “They seized it in 
case it belonged to the suspect,” said Pi-
mentel. 

He said the investigators sent the shorts 
to a specialized police lab for forensic 
analysis, and they are verifying whether se-

curity cameras captured images of the sus-
pect – before or after he removed the 
shorts. 

Dog food stolen 

Another rather unusual forced entry 
took place around 7:30 pm on May 6, when 
an unknown perpetrator broke into a base-
ment storage locker in an apartment build-
ing near the corner of Grosvenor Ave. and 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Although the locker reportedly con-
tained a variety of items, the suspect de-
cided to take just one thing: a significant 
quantity of dog food being kept there. 

“That’s all they stole,” Pimentel said. 

Get-paid-but-reimburse scam 

Although fraud incidents in Westmount 
have been relatively few in recent weeks, 
compared to a large number over the past 
few months, investigators at Station 12 
have opened a file on a recent case invol-
ving a modus operandi that is being seen 
more often. 

A local resident complained at the sta-
tion on May 11 that he was contacted on 
the internet by an individual who offered 
to pay him $500 for the rights to use pho-

tos posted on an Instagram account. 
The resident was sent an e-transfer pay-

ment in the amount of $2,000, which was 
confirmed to have been deposited in his 
bank account. The suspect then told him 
he would need to reimburse $1,500, since 
they agreed on a $500 payment. 

After transferring $1,500 back to the 
suspect, the resident found out a few days 
later that the $2,000 transfer had been re-
versed because the suspect’s deposit was 
found to be invalid. 

This kind of scam is possible because 
of payment- and cheque-clearing processes 
used by banks, which typically take several 
days. 

“This is another kind of fraud that’s 
been going on – making a deposit and ask-
ing for reimbursement of the difference,” 
said Pimentel. “We don’t see it too often, 
but it’s still something to guard against.” 
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This campaign stems from the legal obligations of newspapers or printed media subject to the Regulation respecting compensation for municipal services provided to recover and reclaim residual materials (c. Q-2, r.10).

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Weeding & Yard Work 

Garden cleaning, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleanup, Raking 
Leaves. Text / Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Dog Walker Available 

Responsible and loving, Westmount area. One-on-one solo walks 
allow me to focus on your pet. Website: edebuss.wixsite.com/
my-site, or Elise 438-837-0083 or edebuss@gmail.com. 

Piano Tuning 

Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449. 

For Rent 

Attractive office space in St Henri, new wood floors, 5 minutes 
from Place St Henri Metro, Atwater Market, Lachine Canal, 
$700/month plus taxes and utilities, just below Rue Notre Dame 
and adjacent to Rue Courcelle. Street level. gail.skutezky@
skutech.ca or 514-927-8046.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to 
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words 
and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered 

for publication the following week. 
Email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at www.westendclassifieds.com 

Buy locally to sell locally
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Zuzu alone now 

Precious Zuzu will have new joys in her 
life, with so much caring and companion-
ship, if we can be there for her with a help-
ing hand. Her master has very recently 
passed away, and his family is reaching out 
to us as neighbours to find a new home 
for Zuzu as soon as possible. 

She is a beauty, a delicate marmalade 
tabby with huge green eyes. Sweet and af-

fectionate, she has only known stability 
until now and is a bit shy in this new phase 
of her life. 

Zuzu was doted on and well cared for 
and, at 14 years young, is an engaging and 
healthy senior. She is spayed and will be 
up to date with her inoculations shortly. 

She is on a wet-food diet and she has a 
great appetite for meals and treats. If you 
would like to find out more about Zuzu, 
please do not hesitate to contact Emily at 
editor.wilkinson@gmail.com. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Happy, happy Jax 

He is the most affectionate and playful 
fellow! 

Jax is so keen on a new life in a family 
setting in our neighbourhood, a perfect en-
vironment for this active ever-so-hand-
some beagle type. 

Jax is presently at the Montreal SPCA 
kennel, ready to go to a new life of com-
panionship and play. He adores cuddling 
and is always keen on a good walk as well. 

He was in a home where there was less 
exercise and a lot of treats, so he will cer-
tainly appreciate an active lifestyle to trim 
down a bit. 

He is classified as a humanitarian adop-
tion with a reduced adoption fee because 
he is a bit roundish and requires a com-
mitted family to set the lifestyle goal to 
reach his best weight. 

Jax is six years old, up to date with his 
inoculations, neutered and microchipped. 
He would be best in a house environment, 
as he is vocal at some points, whereas this 
should calm down a bit as he gains self-as-
surance in a routine. 

To catch up on his bonding, he should 
be the only pet in the home. He was not 
used to children in the past either, which 
would be new. 

If you would like more information on 
Jax, please do not hesitate to refer to the 
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com, 
referring to his information page under his 
identification number 50057135. 

Once you have opened his profile page, 
please click on the “Fill out the form” 
square, which sends your completed adop-

tion form request to coordinators to offer 
more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment for a visit. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

All your favourite pet food & treats 
and we now offer grooming services too!

4071 St. Catherine St. W. (at Wood) 514 944-9044

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Demolition Application 

The City of Westmount has received an application for a demolition permit 1.
and for a preliminary program for the accessory building located at 178 Côte-
Saint-Antoine Road; 

A public sitting of the Demolition Committee will take place on June 14, 2022 2.
at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, located at 4333 Sherbrooke 
Street West in Westmount and will be broadcasted live on the City’s website. 
The link for the sitting will be available at the following address: 
https://westmount.org/en/demolition-demand/ 

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://
westmount.org/en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W



Fire alarm at ‘4300’ – motor burnout takes out a second elevator 

There was a fire alarm at the 4300 de 
Maisonneuve apartment building the 
morning of May 9. 

The cause was a motor burnout in one 
of the west wing’s three elevators, accord-
ing to resident Michael Price, leaving only 
one elevator working out of three in that 
wing. 

He speculated that the fine weather in-
creased residents’ willingness to leave the 
building, resulting in a higher than usual 
number reacting to the alarm. 

Montreal firefighters were well received 
and received a cheer as they left. 

Price is the father of the Independent’s 
editor. 

History 

Calls to the fire department are a fairly 
frequent occurrence at the building. In-
deed, a source at the Montreal fire depart-
ment’s Station 76 told the Independent ear-
lier this year (February 15, p. 12) that eight 
calls in less than six weeks was not extra-
ordinary given the size of the building and 
the number of seniors living there. Despite 
the number of calls, the source said that 
the building was “right up to code.” 

Concerns about elevators in residential 
buildings are not a new issue in West-
mount (see, for example, October 1, 2019, 
p. 8).
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ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

Photos courtesy of M. Price.



May 17, 2022 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 17

  

Bes
rT

 

nity Ringsspoke Designed Eter
elfsst ytrea our

 

vailable in your choice of 18k v
der wy parabolic eternity ring is made to orverE

A

 

gold or platinum.
with the diamonds it will embrace.

A SP

aP

escen2195 Cr

 

Y  S I N C ET E  J E W E L L E RS I O N A

migiani FleuPar·atek Philippe

Kaufmeet · 514.848.0595 ·t Str

 

 1 9 5 4

urier

manndeSuisse.ca

 

Find your ‘Angle’ by June 23 

Our sense of touch starts at birth. Per-
haps this is why one tends to caress a 
 ceramic mug or really, really love the feel 
of natural fabrics. 

Today, we all need relief from being 
shut in with computers – even if some 
have touch screens. Objects made with 
natural materials offer soothing solace. 

Discover this at ANGLE MTL, West-
mount’s newest shop. The boutique éphé-
mère/pop-up store opened near Greene 
just in time for Mother’s Day. 

It is the fourth edition of a successful 
idea, explained Nadine Lecellier, co-owner 
with her son Théo Closson. They have held 
three pop-up shops in NDG. 

Their merchandise features talented 
Quebec artisans’ creations: colourful, real-
leather bags (the purple is royally amaz-
ing!); wooden pens (real ink!); clothing not 
found in chain stores; “objets de décor”; el-
egant minimalist porcelain pieces; stun-
ning silver cuffs; beautiful bijoux; “wet” 
bags made of re-cycled plastic bottles (carry 
your swimsuit home, or stuff the bag with 
washed veggies); wonderful wooden bowls, 

and this just in: a waxed-cotton week-end 
bag. 

Charming hand-drawn watercolours of 
Quebec birds, flowers and sea creatures 
can ease the onslaught of Photoshop-ped 
“perfect” social-media minutiae messages. 

I loved the little Bambi grouping and 
the whale – appropriate right now as way-
ward minke whales have been sighted near 
Montreal. 

There is also the finest toy doll collec-
tion I have ever seen. No Barbies here. No 

plastic faces – or bodies for that matter. 
Each is hand-made with accessories 

such as little dresses and sleeping bags. 
“We are truly a pop-up,” Nadine ex-

plained. “We are here until the end of June, 
so we show two seasons: spring (including 
Mother’s and Father’s Day) and November-
December (“temps des fêtes”). 

Théo adds that they “choose crafts -
people from all over the province; the prin-
cipal tenet being the quality.” 

There are hand-made chocolates, per-
fumes and clothing. I smiled at the fun ele-
phant with holes in his back to hold 
crayons; or why not pens to cheer up a 
work space? 

My favourite piece was a striking orange 
Scottie dog. In fact, he is made of folded 
special paper! An awesomely amusing ac-
cent piece for any room. In all, there are 
40 local artists, designers and crafters. But 
you have to go yourself to discover. And 
touch. 
ANGLE MTL 
4205 St. Catherine St. (corner Greene) 
Monday: 10 am to 5 pm 
Tuesday: 10 am to 6 pm 
Wednesday-Friday: 10 am to 7 pm 
Saturday: 10 to 5 pm 
Sunday: 11 am to 5 pm. 

Pop-up store closes June 23.

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

Knowlton, Lac Brome 
Idyllic 6 bedroom country property set amidst 150 acres. 
Perfect family retreat in a stunning location with a 
tennis court, swimming pool and barn/pool house with 
additional accommodation. Only 5 mins from the centre 
of Knowlton. Available for summer or annual rental. 
For further details please contact clid82@yahoo.com

Noureddine Staali turning 72 

Long-serving superintendent of 310 Victoria Ave. office building retires in June 
By Jennifer Ball 

Noureddine Staali has been superin-
tendent in charge of 310 Victoria Ave., 
corner of de Maisonneuve Blvd., for a dec-
ade and late in June – on a day that 
happens to coincide with his 72nd birthday 
– he is retiring. 

Staali credits Barry Friedberg, the land-
lord of 310 Victoria, with giving him a 
chance when he really needed a job. 

“The owner is very good to me. I asked 
if he had any work and he said ‘Yes, come 
and work on the weekend.’ I started part-
time in 2012 and in 2014, I replaced the 
janitor and stayed on permanently.” 

The offices of the Westmount Indepen-
dent are on the second floor of the build-

ing. 
“Nourredine has been a great addition 

to the building,” said David Price, editor of 
the Independent. “He has always had a kind 
word and a joke at the ready, even during 
these past two years of COVID. We will 
miss him and we wish him well in retire-
ment.” 

‘Canada is a very good country, too’ 

Originally from Tunisia, Staali moved 
to Canada in 1976. It is “best country in the 
world,” he said referring to his native Tuni-
sia, but “everybody says that their country 
is the best, but Canada is a very good 
country, too.” 

Staali is retiring because “my left foot 
hurts me now and I cannot walk like I did 

before, so maybe it is the time to stop. But 
I really like it here. I do not want to stop.” 

Staali is busier now, he said, because 
310 Victoria’s office workers got tired of 
working remotely and have returned to the 
building. 

“Many people now come every day. I 
will miss the people the most. I like the 
people very much and when I go outside 
the building, everybody knows me and I 
am very happy here.” 

His immediate plans upon retirement 
are to garden and return to vacation in his 
native Tunisia. There he plans to ride 
camels, he said, but with a smile and a wry 
wink – so those excursions may or may not 
happen.

Noureddine Staali May 11 at 310 Victoria Ave. 

Mini Social Calendar: No Masks. Hooray! 
By Veronica Redgrave, columnist 

Friday, May 27 

The MUHC Foundation presents Le 
Bal Rouge/On Fire! Co-chairs Mélanie Ber-
nier, senior vice president and chief legal 
officer, PSP Investments; Ian L. Edwards, 
CEO, SNC-Lavalin; and Ivan Vella, chief 
executive – Aluminum, Rio Tinto. 
6:30 pm 
Dress: Black tie with a touch of red. 
Windsor Station, 1100 Avenue des 
Canadiens de Montreal 
Tables of 10: $50,000, $35,000 or 
$20,000. 2 tickets $5,000 
Contact: Mary Arvanitis 514.743.4253 
Maria.Arvanitis@MUHC.MCGILL.CA 
Lebalrouge.com 

Tuesday, June 7 

Place des Arts hosts the 11th edition of 
Future Stars’ Grand Première, featuring 
harpist Valérie Milot, artistic direction and 
guest conductor Hubert Tanguay-La-

brosse, and soprano Myriam Leblanc with 
emerging artists Emrik Revermann, (vi-
olin); Elisabeth Pion (piano), Romain-Oli-
vier Gray (cello) and Devon Packer (piano 
and composition). Also performing are Zal 
Sissokho (kora), the Orchestre de l’Agora 
and Petits Chanteurs du Mont-Royal. 
6:30 pm cocktail 
8:00 pm performances 
9:30 pm dessert-and-wine reception 
Théâtre Maisonneuve, Place des Arts 
175 St. Catherine St. W. 
Tickets $500 
514.285.4535 or evenement@
fondationplacedesarts.com 

Friday, June 10 

La Nuit des Balkans. Orchestre Nouvelle 
Génération, founded by maestro Yuli Tu-
rovsky and now directed by his daughter 
Natasha Turovsky. Featuring virtuoso solo-
ists Paul Merkelo (trumpet), Alexandru 
Sura (clarinet) and André Moisan (cym-
balum). 

5:30 – 8:30 pm 
Centre St. Jax 
1439 St. Catherine St. W. 
Tickets $40. $35 (seniors) and $25 
(students) 
info@orchestrenouvellegeneration.com 

Wednesday, June 15 

Chez Doris presents Gimme Shelter – 
Day and Night! Honouring campaign co-
chair Elizabeth Wirth. Co-chairs Mila Mul-
roney and Louise Roy. MC Ben Mulroney. 
Benefit cocktail to celebrate the close of 
Chez Doris’ successful major campaign 
and to pay tribute to campaign co-chair 
Elizabeth Wirth. Proceeds support Chez 
Doris’ new emergency overnight shelter 
and its new permanent residence. 
5:30 – 8:30 pm Cocktail-dînatoire 
Le Salon Richmond 
550 Richmond St. 
Valet parking 
Tickets $300. Sponsorships $1,000-10,000 
Suse 514. 937. 2341. Local 228
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Tcompany of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 

2022. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_001 (06/2021)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $5 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 
or Sholom Tabak, 

dvisorSenior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

CONFIDENCE BUILDER 

My experience instills confidence, 

I know the property inside and out, 

In order for a buyer to close the deal,  

I help remove all their doubts.

CREATIVE NEGOTIATING 

I’m an agent who knows how to close, 

It’s not sold until the deal is done, 

It's so important to be creative, 

So both sides feel they've won.

CONTRACT MASTER 

I really know my contracts, 

One little mistake can cost a LOT, 

From the cadastre # to the seller's declaration, 

To what's included and what's not.

CONSTANT LISTENING 

I take time to listen, 

Your needs, your goals; it’s all about YOU! 

I’m holding your hand on the roller coaster ride, 

I’m here to make your dreams come true!

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty  
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me. 

WHY YOU NEED ME TO SELL YOUR HOME

Client Testimonial 
“Jill promised to exceed our expectations 
and she did just that! What she promises, 

she delivers and we'll be recommending her 
to everyone we know!” – MF + RM (Sellers)


