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Full swim lessons back — but still looking for more life guards
Sports & Rec sign-up opens
April 19 for summer programs

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Registration for this summer’s Sports
and Recreation programs, starting Tues-
day, April 19, highlights a full “pre-pan-
demic-esque” schedule, including summer
camps.

The sign-up for swimming and tennis
lessons begins Tuesday, April 26.

It’s the first summer since 2019 for the
return to “normal” pool and summer
youth camp capacities — barring unex-
pected government restrictions, depart-
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ment director Dave Lapointe said last
week. It’s also the first year since then that
full swimming lessons will be offered.

“While we still have no official answer
for our summer camps, we're planning to
return to our full capacity in 2019 of 144
per session,” he said. These had been cut
in half for the previous two years. “This
year, 'm expecting a big camp registration
from Day One.” These are open to youth
aged 6 to 14.

A full range of youth swimming lessons
at 10 different levels for ages 2 and up as
well as adult aquafit will be offered in four
nine-day sessions. The pool will also go
back to its maximum capacity of 350
people for general swim times.

Tennis lessons for youth and adults
listed in the department’s

summer booklet and avail-  continued on p. 2

Public Security turns 40 (& 42), gets new wheels!

Shown with the first of the new Public Security patrol vehicles delivered April 11 are public safety

officers William Lamontagne, left, and Troy Graggs. See story on p. 2.

City to hold Platinum Jubilee Tea April 24

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Queen Elizabeth’s 70 years on the
throne are being marked by a Platinum
Jubilee Tea at Victoria Hall Sunday, April
24 at 2 pm. The event, fashioned after a
traditional British afternoon tea, is being
held by the city using a $5,000 grant from
Heritage Canada.

Those attending the anniversary event
will receive special commemorative pins
and be served with tea poured from
“unique teapots” as well as scones, sand-
wiches, puddings and cakes.

As a result of the grant’s requirement,
the celebration will be open to the public
by reservation at Eventbrite, said organizer
Donna Lach, assistant director of the
library and community events. It had orig-
inally been planned to take place by in-
vitation only.

“We're very excited about this,” Lach
said.

The event is limited in number to 100
to respect safe distancing in the concert
hall, where those attending will be seated
at eight tables.

Highlights of the tea

continued on p. 5
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COWLEY ABBOTT

CANADA'S ART AUCTIOMEERS

Joan Miro, Soleil ebouillanté, 1969
Featured in our upcoming Spring Auction of International Art

FREE ART VALUATIONS
April 28th and 29th

Cowley Abbott’s International Art Specialist
Perry Tung will be visiting Montreal seeking
consignments for upcoming auctions.

Please call 438-816-8280 or email rsvp@cowleyabbott.ca
to arrange a free art valuation.

CowleyAbbott.ca

326 DUNDAS STREET WEST TORONTO ONTARIO
RSVPRQCOWLEYABBOTT.CA 1.866.931.8415

Different branding marks 40th anniversary

Hybrid patrol fleet to bear

Public Security’s

BY LAUREEN SWEENEY

When the city’s Public Security patrols
hit the streets starting April 18, their new
hybrid vehicles will bear what is a new de-
sign to mark the unit’s 40th anniversary in
2020. The fleet was last renewed in 2016.

“Since we weren't able to celebrate our
40th in 2020, the new branding will be part
of that,” said Public Security director Greg
McBain.

The new vehicles are black with a white
hood and roof bearing a red diagonal stripe
down the front doors to match the red
stripes on the officers’ uniform caps and
pant legs that are used to symbolize law
enforcement in many municipalities. A
large city crest and red horizontal lettering
identifies them as Westmount Public
Safety. This is reflective at night.

The six new vehicles are Ford hybrid
models with all-wheel drive made for
emergency use and able to bear the loads
of heavy equipment they carry up the steep
hills of Westmount. This includes defib-
rillators, cones, barricades, blankets, or-
ange cones and other safety equipment.

new look

The new vehicles are also being equip-
ped as offices for the patrollers, according
to assistant director Kimberley Colquhoun.

Previous Toyota hybrids, tried in 2007
(see story June 20, 2007, p. 3), had been
found unable to handle the hills owing to
the capacity of their batteries at that time.
As for moving to fully electric vehicles with
lithium rechargeable batteries, “We're not
there yet,” McBain said.

Low-profile black

When the unit hit the streets in 1980, it
was in low-profile black sedans chosen
purposely by the original director, Sidney
Ashford, to be discreet, though these
evolved to have a white door bearing the
city crest.

As the new force began gaining promi-
nence, the cars became heavier vehicles
and took on progressively higher identifi-
cations such as the mainly white ones cur-
rently being replaced that had a blue-and-
yellow horizontal stripe along the sides.
These were preceded in 2007 and 1996 by
all yellow ones.

See photo on p. 1.

Sports & recreation summer programs, cont'd from p. 1

able on the city website are also expected
to fill up quickly, given the successful reg-
istration for the spring sessions.

A general lack of swimming lessons
“everywhere” over the last two summers is
starting to be reflected in “a real decline”
in available qualified life guards, Lapointe
said. At Westmount, fewer applications
than usual were received.

A total 16 full-time life guards of the
required 18 had been hired by last week
along with seven part-timers, according to
facilities manager Bruce Stacey, who added
that he is “still interviewing.”

One added issue with the life guards,
he said, is that most are university or
CEGEP students. The earlier back-to-
school CEGEP times in August are taking
place before the end of even the summer
pool schedules.

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the right
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be

considered for publication the following week.

email us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com
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We compound medication for your pet
Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes,
liquids, creams). It's not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI

Pharmacy —IIIIIPI‘III

5025 Sherbrooke W. (hetween Claremont & Grey) Suite 102
(ground floor entrance) H4A 159 - 514-484-2222
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‘Share the road’ drivers urged by PSU,
contractors moved off bike paths

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

With the return of mild weather and an
influx of cyclists returning to Westmount
streets, Public Security officials last week
urged drivers to be especially “courteous”
in sharing the road, following posted speed
limits and keeping bike paths unob-
structed.

Patrollers have been keeping a special
eye out for bike paths, discovering two con-
tractors setting up illegally on them with-
out obtaining permits that would set out
various safety conditions.

On April 9, one patroller noticed a
worker parked on the bike route on Céte
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St. Antoine at 8:20 am and discovered his
permit to occupy the public domain at that
location had expired. He was required to
move and re-apply for another permit at
Public Works.

Two days later, a construction company
was found to be installed on the west end
of the Westmount portion of the bike path
on de Maisonneuve at 8 am. The contrac-
tor was ordered to obtain a permit and of-
ficers stayed on the scene until the equip-
ment had left.

PSOs inspect leaf blowers

Now that leaf-blowers are allowed for
spring clean-up until May 1, public safety
patrollers have been carrying out random
inspections of equipment, Public Security
officials said last week.

Not only must contractors have the
required permits, but their devices must
bear stickers verifying that they meet very
technical requirements regarding noise
limitations, said the department’s assistant
director Kimberley Colquhoun.

On April 6, one gardener checked out
in the area of Lexington was stopped for
non-compliance whereas another on Vic-
toria Ave. April 11 was found to conform
to requirements despite a complaint.

Leashes now required at
all times in Summit Woods

Dog owners are reminded that as of
April 16 and until June 15, dogs must be
kept on leash in Summit Woods at all
times. This is to protect nesting birds dur-
ing the bird migration period as well as
emerging wild flowers such as trilliums.
All are protected in the summit’s bird and
flora sanctuary.

All dogs must have valid Westmount
licences. Dog-related violations are subject
to fines ranging from $75 to $300. Summit
Woods is closed from 12 am to 5 am.

SHOWCASING EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES TO BOTH
LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCES

613 AV. VICTORIA, WESTMOUNT
3,095,000

INTRODUCING | WESTMOUNT
4175 RUE STE-CATHERINE O. #803 | 2,550,000$

87-89 AV. COLUMBIA, WESTMOUNT
DUPLEX DOUBLE OCCUPANCY | 2,399,000$

NEW EXCLUSIVE - 3200 AV. CEDAR, WESTMOUNT ADJ.
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THE TRAFALGAR | $2,999.000

BEDS:4 BATHS:3 MLS 27518351

Exceptional 2-storey penthouse with over 4,000 ft2 of luxuriously
appointed space. Offering 2 private terraces overlooking

Mount Royal and steps to Beaver Lake.

SAINTE-CATHERINE-DE-HATLEY |

90 chemin du Pont
BEDS:5 BATHS:2+2 MLS 20228247

$4,325,000

Magnificent renovated and remodeled residence with access to
your own private beach. Enjoy the sunrise with unobstructed
views of Lake Massawippi
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Who knew? Eggs are fragile

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
1700 DOCTEUR PENFIELD #37 B
Extremely bright 2,217 square foot,

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo. Oversized

windows with southern and eastern bberkeprofusion@gmail.com
exposures. High ceilings, beautiful wood

floors and a French country style kitchen. 5 1 4 3 4 7 1 9 2 8

MLS 27834975. $1,195,000
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English and French private high school providing optimal pathways
ing. We create opportunities for students to succeed.

™ ACADEMIE CENTENNIAL
CENTENNIAL ACADEMY

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022 P 200 RN I O ST 5 166
REGISTER ONLINE! ‘
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4574, rue Sherbrooke Ouest

Then-Westmount mayor ). C. Cushing presents a silver jug for maple syrup to Queen Elizabeth on
her visit to city hall in 1959. He promised an annual supply to fill it, which the city continues to

send.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF WESTMOUNT ARCHIVES.

Jubilee, cont’d from p. 1

include vintage images of royal visits fea-
turing the one in 1959 when Queen Eliza-
beth and Prince Philip visited Westmount
during the opening of the St. Lawrence
Seaway.

At that time, the city presented them
with a silver jug for an annual supply of
maple syrup, which continues to be sent
every year in custom bottles to ensure re-
plenishment of the jug. The bottles, appro-
priately labelled as from Westmount, will
be sent again next month from the mayor’s
office bearing a specially designed jubilee
tag.

Guests are expected to include MP Marc
Garneau, Westmount’s federal represen-
tative, and Jennifer Maccarone, West-
mount’s provincial legislator, along with
entertainers George Bowser and Rick Blue
of Bowser and Blue.

The senior choir from The Study will
open the event, followed by a concert by
Musica Camerata Montreal, a chamber
musical ensemble that will play during the
tea highlighting the works of English
composers Samuel Coleridge Taylor and
Gustav Holst.

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal)
AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.

Bibliothéque publique de Westmount,

Westmount Public Library, 4574 Sherbrooke Street West
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ui Résidus dangereux (RDD)

Ampoules fluorescentes, batteries,
bonbonnes de propane, décapants, huile
a moteur, nettoyants pour piscine,
peinture, piles séches, produits
nettoyants, solvants, vernis, etc.

i a=ms Deéchets électroniques

Caméras, cartouches d’encre, claviers et
souris, imprimantes, lecteurs DVD et CD,
ordinateurs, radio, répondeurs,
téléphones, téléviseurs, etc.

Items non acceptés : appareils
électroménagers, fusées lumineuses,
médicaments, pneus.

=

u' Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Batteries, cleaning products, dry cells,
fluorescent bulbs, motor oil, paint,
paint remover, pool cleaner, propane
tanks, solvents, varnish, etc.

i a=ng Old Electronics

Answering machines, cameras,
computers, DVD and CD players, ink
cartridges, keyboards and mice,
printers, radios, TVs, telephones, etc.

Not accepted items: electric appliances,
engines, medecine, road flares, tires.

Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
(Proudly serving our community over more than 15 years)
Consultez la liste compléte des items

Consult the complete list of accepted

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

* Personal & corporate tax returns

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions

* Consultation-Business organizational structure
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

el.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B l | I

Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad @sympatico.ca

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping
* Planning in family income tax

* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries

* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

acceptés au www.westmount.org/rdd

items at www.westmount.org/hhw

Services des travaux publics
Public Works Department
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EDITORIAL

Thanks for the ads, Francois — province’s COVID campaign was win-win-win

Open letter to Premier Frangois Legault

Dear Mr. Legault,

I won't be voting for you in October. To
put it mildly, I find CAQ-ism as un-
palatable as separatism, and for the same
reasons.

But let’s focus on the positive! Your gov-
ernment has done something right, and
politicians should be encouraged when
they do so.

The province’s COVID advertising cam-
paign in local newspapers was excellent.
Thank you.

At a time (March 2020) when most pri-
vate-sector advertising money disappeared
overnight, the province came in with a
large, consistent order to local newspapers.
The space purchased per week declined
over time and ended last week, but it was
a huge boon to newspapers when they
needed it. In our case, we would have gone
on temporary hiatus in spring 2020 if not
for the province’s order.

With ad purchases, everyone wins

Very importantly, you supported these
local media businesses by buying their prod-
uct. I can’t tell you how much better this
method is than subsidies, which are poison
—unless absolutely required. (I understand
that bar, restaurant and gym owners were
in a different boat from us during the pan-

demic, for instance.)

Firstly, because we deal with ad orders
every day, there was no need for any time-
consuming and soul-destroying subsidy
paperwork by the business people in-
volved. Often this paperwork is done by as-
piring recipients only to find out that they
do not qualify after question number 255,
or once submitted.

As a friend in the film business once
put it, the final question in subsidy appli-
cations is often something like “Was your
grandmother’s favourite colour teal? (in-
clude proof).” If her favourite colour was
green, or the photo of her in the teal cardi-
gan has been lost, no subsidy.

Secondly, in the case of your ad cam-
paign, the government and residents of the
province of Quebec received something
tangible in return for their money, and
without any expensive subsidy analysis by
provincial civil servants. The province was
spending massive amounts on testing, vac-
cinations, research, treatment and count-
less other things. Telling Quebecers how
you were spending their money — and how
they could access the resulting programs
—was key. Telling them what was legal (and
what was not) was the right thing to do.
The people deserved to know, and to know
how to take advantage of available pro-
grams that they were paying for.

Editor

David Price: 514.935.4537
editor@westmountindependent.com

Chief reporter
Laureen Sweeney

Graphics
Ted Sancton
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Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do
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Advertising sales
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Accounting
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In the newspaper business, there is also
a second-order effect of large ad purchases:
more content for the reader. Unlike tv or
radio newscasts that have to fit into a time
slot (and may actually grow in length
within this allotment if there are fewer
ads), newspapers add pages and articles as
ad sales grow. So Quebecers got more
news coverage (much of it about COVID)
during this pandemic because of your ad
purchases.

No subsidies, please!

It can’t be said enough: all of the work
around subsidies is a waste of time and tax-
payers’ money. And what do taxpayers get
in return for it? More paperwork, and busi-
nesses adjusting their operations to meet
arbitrary bureaucratic criteria. Even worse,
over time, whole enterprises will come into
existence solely to receive this or that sub-
sidy. Who needs clients, or products that
people actually want, when you can get free
money from the government? As Hunter
S. Thompson taught us, “When the going
gets weird, the weird turn pro.”

And the cancer spreads into subsidy-re-
ceiving entities. There is an organization
that I am aware of that has received a grant
to hire a grant-writing officer. Will there one
day be a grant to finance a study on the ef-
ficacy of grants for grant-writing officers?
The snake is eating itself. There is no need
for a parody about this aspect of modern
life. Res ipsa loquitur.

Of course, politicians should also inter-
act with journalists. Press conferences re-
garding COVID, for instance, have been a

LETTERS TO

$73K OF TAXPAYERS’ MONEY
FOR WHAT? AND WHY?

Regarding “Atwater-to-Wood gathering
place coming to one lane of de Maison-
neuve” (April 5, p. 1), we ask: Are invest-
ments of this sort done based on notions,
hunches, fantasies — or on facts, evidence,
expertise and priorities?

One of us has lived in this area of West-
mount for over 50 years and the other for
over 25.

For decades, the merchants complained
and blamed the lack of parking for their
plight. Has anyone figured out who and
how “they” will get to the furniture on de
Maisonneuve and then to Greene? Will
they wander, where will they park, why will
they want to come to Greene, for what at-
tractions and merchandise? What do the

great way to reach the public, but they are
not the only method. The provincial gov-
ernment has had many very specific things
to say over the last two years. Saying them
in its own exact words via advertisements
in media outlets that readers, listeners and
viewers actually consult made perfect
sense. Print has the advantage of being
able to convey a lot of detail in a form that
can be re-consulted immediately. (No need
for recording or rewind.)

Remember us in future

Even though this special COVID adver-
tising campaign had ended, please keep
local newspapers in mind for the prov-
ince’s other advertising messages, which I
hear and see regularly in other media —
which themselves are often owned by huge
conglomerates.

The local newspaper is often more con-
nected with its community than these op-
tions. Good local newspapers are intently
read and are a great venue for the prov-
ince’s message about its programs, its laws
and every aspect of government oper-
ations, even in non-COVID times.

One tip to find quality newspapers that
people actually read and avoid de facto sub-
sidies: look where the private money is
being spent. Governments should not be
the only clients, or compose the majority
of the revenue.

Thank you again for the order.

Sincerely,

DaviDp PRICE, EDITOR
Westmount Independent
weekly newspaper

THE EDITOR

merchants and the council know about the
area, and how devoid of people and cars it
is throughout the warm months, and why?

Greene Ave. merchants have been dis-
appearing like dinosaurs who haven't been
able to adapt to the reality of retail. Is it the
role of our government and our tax dollars
to aid them, and what evidence is there to
show such projects as this are helpful?

Why not simply give out $73,397 of free
ice cream on the street over the summer?
Guaranteed that will generate traffic and
smiles!

Which residents and where have com-
plained about the volume of traffic coming
through Westmount from Montreal on de
Maisonneuve? Has Westmount done a sur-
vey to determine the amount of traffic, and
when and where the drivers go? And will
they go to St. Catherine St. —in case anyone
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

has noticed the growing imbroglio there.
And this is in response to how many fact-
based complaints?

Or with $73,397, what about providing
benches for those who walk de Maison-
neuve daily between Westmount Park and
Greene and have no place to rest, put down
their parcels, or even sit and talk. We know
that is where Westmounters walk; from
daily observation, we know nobody walks
east from Wood unless going to a destina-
tion.

We suggest that the only people who
will take great pleasure from the new
“street furniture” are those with no place
to go: to hang out and enjoy themselves in
the hospitable surroundings, i.e. those who
have been dispossessed from Cabot Square
and surroundings. The lovely combination
of odours of urine, alcohol and pot will cer-
tainly draw an approving crowd.

Shall we assume that Public Security
will have a busy and complicated season
dealing with the “centre of vagrancy,” oh —
excuse us — “ephemeral place,” planned for
de Maisonneuve?

Davip ENGELS, OLIVIER AVE.
AND JoAN GRAHAM, OLIVIER AVE.

LEAF-BLOWERS LEGAL WHERE?

I live in Ville Marie borough, two streets
from Westmount and your newspaper is
delivered to my mailbox every week. “Leaf-
blower season is here” was the title of a
boxed article on p. 3 of the April 5 edition.

However, right next door to Westmount,
Ville Marie borough banned gasoline-
powered leaf-blowers completely in 2019.

That different municipalities have dif-
ferent regulations can be a source of con-
fusion for residents and lawn maintenance
companies. Since your newspaper is de-
livered to some areas outside of West-
mount, you could help dispel that con-
fusion by informing your readers.

E11zABETH ROBINSON, VILLE MARIE
(DOWNTOWN) BOROUGH
Editor’s reply: In our newspaper, any men-
tion of by-laws, municipal rules and pro-
grams, and “the city,” should be construed
to refer to the city of Westmount unless
otherwise stated. We do distribute our
paper outside of Westmount to some ex-
tent, but covering those municipalities in
any depth makes no economic sense at
present. I hope that residents there might
be interested in the non-municipal aspects
of our paper, or spend time in Westmount
and so be interested in our city-of-West-
mount coverage, or be curious about West-
mount events and programs to compare
with their home municipality (or, in many
cases, be able to participate), but — of
course — no newspaper (or article within
it) will appeal to everyone. — DP.

WHEN WILL ROADWORK
BE DONE?

Open letter to Mayor Christina Smith

Each year the city of Westmount under-
takes major road rehabilitation of a small
number of streets. These works are con-
siderable, involving renovation of roadbeds
and sidewalks, and the replacement of
sewer and water pipes. A question: at the
present rate of renovation, how many more
years will it take to repair all the roads for
which the city is responsible?

Under the present policy, a small
number of renovated streets are in good
shape, while most of Westmount’s roads
and sidewalks are visibly disintegrating.

Brian Siack, UPPER RoSLYN AVE.
Mayor’s reply: 1 agree with Mr. Slack that
many of our roads and sidewalks are in
poor condition and I also believe that many
of our buildings and parks also need sig-
nificant infrastructure upgrades. Mr. Slack
asks when the city work will be done on all
roads.

Unfortunately, there is always work to
be done.

The city of Westmount is responsible
for over 52 km of water and sewer mains,
52 km of road ways (excluding lanes) and
over 100 km of sidewalks. Combined with
this are conduits from the city of Mon-
treal’s primary water network that are lo-
cated under some streets in Westmount
and that the city’s water mains are located
within five different networks.

When planning for a major reconstruc-
tion or re-surfacing project, the following
factors are considered:

« Age and condition of the water main,
including the number of recorded leaks
or breaks and availability of subsidies;

« Age and condition of the sewer main;

o The likelihood of public water services
being in galvanized steel or lead;

« The condition of the underground
Hydro Westmount infrastructure (dis-
tribution and street lighting);

« The age and condition of the sidewalks
and roads;

« The condition of the underground in-
frastructure of external utilities (Bell
Canada, Vidéotron, Energir etc.);

« The opportunity to change the street to
improve the existing conditions (safety,
liveability) and add sustainable initiat-
ives (surface water retention, green can-
opy, etc.);

« The proximity to other projects within
the city.

A prioritization plan for the city’s water,
sewer and road networks has been devel-
oped by following specific criteria and stan-
dards that are set by the provincial govern-
ment and is then approved by the Minis-

tere des Affaires municipals et de 'Habi-
tation. The city in turn receives subsidies
under the Programme de la taxe sur l'es-
sence et de la contribution du Québec
2019-2023 for qualifying projects.

For reasons relating to pressure, ad-
equate fire protection and quality control,
multiple water main replacement and re-
habilitation projects cannot be undertaken
within the same network at the same time.

As our five networks are also shared
with the city of Montreal, large water pro-
jects in Montreal (i.e. in the neighbouring
boroughs of Ville Marie (downtown), Cote
des Neiges-NDG and Sud-Ouest) can also
have an impact on our networks. These
factors combined with the prioritization
plan determine the scheduling of a project
and the long-term planning schedule.

Since 2013, a total of 6.5 km of water
services have been replaced, over 9 km of
water mains have been reconstructed or
rehabilitated and over 16 km of streets were
re-surfaced or re-constructed.

At the current rate, the city’s under-
ground infrastructure and street network
will be addressed over a 25- to 30-year plan,
after which a continuous maintenance pro-
gram will remain in place.

CHRISTINA M. SMITH, MAYOR

Spring is a great time
to take care of
your car, locally

* Tire change * Tune-up
e Oil change + anything else

514 933-8556

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4

corner Grosvenor

Jimmies

Training for the

50 to 70 year-young

Book your free trial at
jimmies.ca

BEST
SERVICE
AWARD

e All services maintain
your warranty

e All vehicles ¢ All work
e Pick-up/drop-off available
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Long line-up respects safe distancing

Book sale yields $12,418 for

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A total of $12,418 was raised for West-
mount Public Library over the weekend
April 9-10 by the Friends of the Library’s
semi-annual book sale, library director
Julie-Anne Cardella said last week.

This was the first time a sale had been
held in two years since the cancellations in
2020 and 2021 of four others due to the
pandemic. “People were in such a good
mood and seemed accepting of the long

Coiffure Jean John

4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount
514-486-6261

Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!

CALL THE
“CARPET WHISPERER”

ZD URI Elm:.

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING

SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

A

°

umbers were capped at 100 at a time during the sprihg book sale April 910 at Victoria Hall. This photo was taken on the first day

g
“after things had quieted down,” said Donna Lach who had been monitoring admissions.

line-up on the first day” of the sale on Sat-
urday, she said. “Everyone was very patient
with our health measures and happy that
the sale was on despite the sixth wave.”

The line-up stretched from Victoria Hall
past Manoir Westmount, said Donna Lach,
assistant director of the library and com-
munity events, who was at the door moni-
toring numbers allowed inside. At one
point, volunteers had to be removed from
the room to make space for the shoppers.

“We're super pleased,” said Carolyn
O’Neill, president of the Friends of the Li-
brary. “We didn’'t know what to expect.
Could we get volunteers? Would people
come out? But clearly, the sale is still rel-
evant in the community.”

There were about 100 student volun-
teers and 26 volunteers from the Friends

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

group including 99-year-old Miriam Tees,
who has worked at the sales since they
began 20 years ago, O’Neill said.

A decision has yet to be made between
the Friends organizers and the library staff
concerning what library projects will bene-
fit from the sum raised.

“Now we're ready to receive new books
for the fall sale,” Cardella said. The library,

Cleaning/ticketting season beg

PHOTO cCOURTESY OF WESTMOUNT COMMUNITY EVENTS.

which had already collected hundreds of
boxes full for the cancelled sale in 2020,
had put a hold on receiving more.

Unsold books after the recent sale are
being sent to the Zornica Canadian-Bul-
garian Cultural Centre in Céte des Neiges.
“They will sell the books at their upcoming
festival, with proceeds from the sale to go
to refugees,” she said.

ins
o

This warning ticket was seen on a car on York St. April 6. How many municipalities warn before
ticketting?

PHOTOS: INDEPENDENT.
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ART LIVES HERE

VIP LIVE ONLINE EVENT | MAY 10TH
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5 townhouses. 14 condominiums.
A distinguished address at the nexus of
culture and luxury.

Condos — from studios to 2 bedrooms

Townhouses — 3 bedrooms
Occupancy date : October 2022

REGISTER FOR THE VIP LIVE

Website: dumusee.com
Email: info@presti.ca

24/HR VALET PORTER SERVICE IN-GROUND PARKING

COMMON/PRIVATE ELEVATORS POLIFORM™ KITCHEN/
WOLF SUBZERO™ APPLIANCES

COMMON/PRIVATE

ROOFTOP TERRACES COMMON AND IN-UNIT
INTERIOR SPACES DESIGNED
BY

FULLY-EQUIPPED
FITNESS CENTER WITH ECHELON™

Condos & Townhouses Downtown Montreal's
3454 - 3456 Ave. Du Musée Magnum Opus

=
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Everything’s coming up roses for Westmount florists —
although shipment dlversmns, inflation present challenges

By JENNIFER BALL

Since spring of 2020, §
flower sales have been up, |
up and up for florists in
Westmount. So many people
it seems, love to open their
door to a delivery of colourful
blooms or to create joy for |
others — often ones they §
missed seeing in person — |
by placing a flower delivery
order, according to both
Christine Pickrell and Denis
D’Etcheverry. '

“One of our customers §*
called and said ‘I am run- g
ning out of food. I can do
without food but I cannot
do without flowers,” Pickrell

said, who runs Westmount Denis D Etcheverry, co-owner W|th

Florist with her brothers Gilles Lord of Flore L'Atelier, on April
6. It is located on Sherbrooke at

Peter, David and Stephen.
“The longer people could Grosvenor.
not see each other, they were buying
flowers because it made them feel good.
Don't forget that Westmount has a lot of
disposable income. People were not travel-

ling and they were not
shopping so they had
money to spend and
- they were spending it on
4. flowers.”

When the govern-
ment allowed re-open-
ing in 2020, it was justin
time for Passover. Flor-
ists were considered an
essential service since
their product is perish-
able. “Our website was
™ on fire, then Mother’s
|| Day came and it was one
of the biggest Mother’s
. Days ever for our busi-
ness. It was like a zoo
here.”

D’Etcheverry co-owns
Flore LAtelier with Gilles
Lord and they have run
the business for 27 years
in Westmount. “We had
no weddings; we had no funerals and these
are all flower events. But in the meantime,
if you can’t [get together] in a restaurant
what do you do? You send flowers!”

While all of this smells sweetly, there
were some nettlesome thorns.

D’Etcheverry has had a sign in his win-
dow for an experienced florist for months
without being able to add anyone to his
payroll. “I just work more. I am 68 years
old and T am in top shape, but at one point,
will I be able to keep up with all the hours?

“It used to be that you would give an in-
terview [in the hiring process]. Now they
give you an interview! When you do have
prospects, the first thing that people tell
you is what they will do and what they do
not want to do.”

There have also been bobbles in receiv-
ing stock, which is, of course, perishable.
“A huge shipment was supposed to come
in from Holland and arrive [April 6],” Pick-
rell said. “They shipped it to New York by
mistake and when my brother tried to get
it shipped up to Montreal, they said they
could not get a plane [to deliver it]. They
shipped it back to Holland, so, we just don’t
get that product.”

She also indicated that orders placed lo-
cally can be uncertain at times, “One of the
wholesalers said he just cut 40 boxes this
weekend for my shipment because they do

r and Clea Gelinas,

From left, Luiza Messing
florists at Westmount Florist on April 6. It is
located on Victoria Ave. near Somerville.

not have enough.”

While the beauty of the succulents, ar-
rangements and bouquets stays constant
upon arrival, the prices per stem have
risen. This, while florists assess what the
market can bear, according to D’Etch-
everry. “If I have a customer who sends
flowers all the time and they are typically
paying six dollars a rose, I cannot charge
that client $14. I cannot! So, we absorb. In
the meantime, people understand I have a
certain profit.”

THE PRIORY SCHOOL

Small classes where you
can dream big

At The Priory School, we offer your child a unique English learning
environment with an immersive French program that bridges cultures.
We nurture curiosity with a value-based program, and our small size

gives kids a strong voice to think big. With a nearly 75-year legacy in a
safe and tranquil neighborhood, we are dedicated to helping
each student explore their full potential.

One visit, and you will be convinced!
Reserve your space now
for our open house on April 30 at:

priory.qc.ca/openhouse

The Priory School, 3120 The Boulevard,
Montreal, Québec, H3Y 1R9

Tel.: 514-935-5966
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L EGROUPE®

Residential complex for retirees in Montreal

Virtual information session
Wednesday, May 11, 2022

FRENCH AT 1 P.M./ENGLISH AT 3 P.M.

REGISTER NOW ONLINE | RESIDENCELIZ.COM/EN
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Vivot’s ‘La mére et ’enfant’ comes to Prince Albert square

By RALPH THOMPSON

Mayor Christina Smith and councillors
Mary Gallery, Anita Bostock, Kathleen Kez,
Matt Aronson and Elisabeth Roux, along
with city director general Hadi Hakim,
gathered in Prince Albert square April 11
to unveil a bronze statue, “La meére et l'en-
fant”

The artwork, a life-sized sculpture of a
mother and child sitting on a bench, “was
created for our mother by artist Lea Vivot
in1983,” said Samuel El Kaim, son of Clau-
dine Levy. “The city can keep it for as long
as they wish.”

Samuel and his sister Frédérique at-
tended the unveiling and explained that the
statue might look familiar, since it has
been located for many years outside of 1434
Sherbrooke St. West (south side, near
Bishop). The artist was on tour at this time,
but has said she and donor Levy would like
to formally present this to the city in the
future.

» From left, councillors Mary Gallery and Anita
Bostock, Mayor Christina Smith, and councillors
Kathleen Kez, Matt Aronson and Elisabeth Roux
behind the statue along with donor Claudine
Levy’s daughter and son, Frédérique and Samuel
El Kaim (seated).

o — 1,
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Rent your nc
drcam homc

L

Choose from our large
salection of luxury homes for
rent in Greater Maontreal

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle — without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

WESTMOUNT

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282

4800, chemin de la Cote-Saint-Luc, Montréal
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NOUVEAUTE - BORD DE L’EAU

2026 3F AVENUE, VAL-MORIN 6 395 000 $

MARTIN ROULEAU | BComm
© o1 ov0 000 | martnrosmucom ENGEL3VOLKERS
HEEIHE MARTIN ROULEAU

iépendant et autonome. Si votre propriété est déja inscrite veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette
annonce. C llllllllllllllllll gence |mmob|\|ere, En el &lekers Montréal / Québec.
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VINIAGE

MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

Qs

Salvatore Mastantuono.
Ventes & Services/sales & services.

Serrures de securite/security
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY.
Boites aux lettres/ mail boxes
Residential ® Commercial ¢ Industrial
Open for service, curbside pickup

Visit our website!
www.bicyclesmcw.com

514 952-8891 (=)

6010 Sherbrooke W

WestmountDentist.com |

Westmount pet supply stores struggle to profit
from surge in ‘COVID pets

L
Catherine near Greene.

By JENNIFER BALL

Half of all Canadian homes now include
a pet as a member of the family and among
those pet owners, 18 percent obtained
theirs since the start of the pandemic, ac-
cording to Narrative Research, which is a
Canadian market research company. So,
retail businesses specializing in our four-
legged friend’s needs must be absolutely
booming in Westmount, right?

Mario Vizzaccaro of Peluche and Chuck
Altman of Animalerie Little Bear, both on
St. Catherine, explain the factors that have
preyed on their business, all in ways that
no one could have possibly predicted.

When the Independent spoke to Altman
he was sifting through emails and calcu-
lating what product mark-ups he could add
to help him meet fixed costs. “Every single

mount Dental Care
',#_..1’35%@ s E. Hamilton

ﬁ:&s&tmﬂunt Sﬂuare
514.937.3008

Animalerie Little Bear pet supp es, on March 30. It is Iocated on St.

Mario Vlzzaccaro owner of Peluche, on March 29. Itis Iocated at the corner

of Wood and St. Catherine.

supplier that I work with has sent me a
price increase in the last three days. Some
of them are reasonable and some of them
are astronomical. Some want 30 percent to
40 percent more than they wanted last
week, which is 20 percent to 30 percent
higher than they wanted two years ago.”

Little Bear sells a wide variety of pet
necessities, toys and food, many of which
have had quite a journey to get onto his
shelves, he said. “There are products that
have been stuck at the ports — whether here
in Montreal — or over in Vancouver. Not
only have we had big issues like the
[Ukraine] war and COVID, there were wild
fires, protests, strikes at the port. It just
seems that every point of entry is being
challenged!

“It is 20 years since I bought the store
and I have never seen all these factors all

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

;Ane;Mc;:lrie
Larve

514 862-7718 5'I4 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

at once. We have seen staff shortages. We
have seen supply shortages — due to a fire
— but this is just non stop!”

Pandemic changed plans

Vizzaccaro is a new kid on the block in
Westmount pet retail. His boutique Pe-
luche opened in August 2021, although
there is a sibling store on Wellington St.
in Old Montreal. As a direct effect of the
surge in the price of oil, Vizzaccaro says
he abandoned plans, in flight, that he had
for an online business.

“When I have to pay $10, $20, to ship,
it is okay but I had someone buy cat litter
and my shipping costs were $75 to trans-
port four bags to Westmount. That was the
cheapest quote I got, so I grabbed my son
and I told him to deliver
them to that address.”

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

continued on p. 22

Integrity & A 111
Expertise ROYAL LEPAGE
Working S 11 0
for you! HERITA

Real Estate Agency
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Kids beat politicians to re-opened Somerville tot-lot

o

From left, Mayor Christina Smith and daughter Isabel Cundhill, councillors Mary Gallery and Anitra

Bostock, and, raring to zoom down the slides, Felix and Leo, the grandsons of former city councillor

Cynthia Lulham, who initiated the rejuvenation.

By RALPH THOMPSON

The renovated tot-lot on Somerville Ave.
near Claremont was formally opened April
12 by Mayor Christina Smith, councillors
Mary Gallery and Anitra Bostock, and
Smith’s daughter Isabel Cundill.

But before the ribbon was cut, half a
dozen kids had already snuck in and were
testing out the swings, slides, springy

horse and all the other fun equipment.

The area seems much larger than be-
fore because much of the foliage around
the edges has been cleared away. The deep
wood-chip base is very soft and the product
is tested to work to cushion the fall of a
child falling from a height, according to
Robert Talarico, director of Public Works.
But falling from a height is not recom-
mended.

BEFORE

Specialists in
wood windows
and doors!

FREE ESTIMATE
514 486-4635

ARTISTS FOR PEACE

A FUNDRAISING EXHIBITION
UKRAINIAN REFUGEE SUPPORT

TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2022
ART PREVIEW: 11AM-5PM
ART SALE / FUNDRAISER: 5-8PM

ANNE McCALL
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LES INDUSTRIES

MARTIN

INDUSTRIES

1977

Distributor of Lepage Millwork

You'll love what we can do for your home!

MartinIndustries.ca

Showroom 8178 Montview (corner Royalmount)

58

ce RBO 8004-6519-
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Inscription pour les activités
d'été désle19 avril

Linscription débute le mardi 19 avril pour
les résidents de Westmount. Linscription
pour le camp d'été débute le 19 avril, et
celle pour les activités aquatiques et le
tennis le 26 avril. westmount.org

Registration for summer
activities begins April 19
Registration opens Tuesday, April 19 for
Westmount residents; please note that
summer camp registration begins April 19
and swimming and tennis registration
begins April 26. westmount.org

Collecte de résidus dangereux
Samedi 23 avril, 9 ha 17 h, stationnement de la
Bibliothéque. westmount.org

Bois Summit: chiens en laisse

Pendant la période de migration des oiseaux, soit
du 16 avril au 15 juin, les chiens au bois Summit
doivent étre tenus en laisse EN TOUT TEMPS.

Collecte des résidus de jardin

Dés le 19 avril. Placez vos résidus en bordure de
rue dans des sacs en papier ou en vrac dans un
contenant ouvert. westmount.org

Sécurité routiére a Westmount
Au printemps et en été, les piétons et les cyclistes
affluent dans nos rues. Nous rappelons a tous les

BIBLIOTHEQUE

usagers de la route de faire preuve de prudence
et de courtoisie. westmount.org

Parc Westmount : corvée de nettoyage
Vendredi 22 avril a 13 h. Dans le cadre du Jour de
la Terre, la Ville vous invite a participer. Inscrivez-
vous a I'avance. westmount.org

Patrouille verte a Westmount : on recrute!
Sivous avez entre 15 et 30 ans et voulez
contribuer a la cause environnementale,
postulez avant le 2 mai. westmount.org.

Dépot pour résidus de jardin

Le dépd6t du ch. Belvédeére est ouvert entre

7 h30et16 h pour les entrepreneurs détenant
un permis de la Ville. westmount.org

Bibliothéque ouverte au public

Un service de cueillette en libre-service est en
place a l'intérieur. Avant d'arriver, informez-vous
des exigences et conditions. westlib.org

Nouveau sac réutilisable ¥ BPW!
Joli, durable et 100% biodégradable; 12 $, argent
comptant seulement. westlib.org

Concerts d'été au parc Westmount:
appel aux musiciens et musiciennes

Les ensembles de musique jazz, classique, folk et
pop sont invités a soumettre leur candidature au
plus tard le 29 avril. westmount.org.

Galerie du Victoria Hall : exposition

Du 19 avril au 20 mai: L'architecture de Victor
Bourgeau, par Peter Lanken, commissaire invité
et architecte de renommée. westmount.org

La Journée du cinéma canadien
Mercredi 20 avril, 14 h, Victoria Hall. Projection
du film Beans (2020), réalisé par Tracey Deer.
Inscription requise. westlib.org

E-WESTMOUNT | inscrivez

Conférence: Art Space Ecology

Samedi 23 avril, 14 h, Victoria Hall. Avec John K.
Grande, auteur du livre Art Space Ecology: Two
Views/Twenty Interviews. westlib.org

Parlons opéra!

Dimanche 1°"mai, 14 h, Victoria Hall. Mozart - La
Flate enchantée. Discussion animée par Pierre
Vachon, avec 'invité spécial Richard Turp. En
collaboration avec I'Opéra de Montréal.
Inscrivez-vous a westmount.org.

Présentation spéciale : Toot Suite
Samedi 7 mai, 19 h, Victoria Hall. Un hommage
musical a I'age d'or du jazz de Montréal avec courts
métrages et performances en direct sur scéne.
Inscrivez-vous a westmount.org.

Concert: Amour et plaisirs

Mercredi 11 mai, 19 h, Victoria Hall. Une sélection
de musiques célébrant la vie, I'amour et les
plaisirs simples par la Compagnie baroque
Mont-Royal. westlib.org

m up: westmaunt.org!ewestmount

Hazardous Waste Collection April 23
Saturday, April 23,9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Library
parking lot. westmount.org.

Dogs on leash at Summit Woods.
During the bird migration period from April 16
to June 15, dogs in Summit Woods must be
kept on leash AT ALL TIMES.

Garden waste collection

From April 19. Place your waste at the curbside
in yard waste paper bags or in bulk in an open
container. westmount.org

Road safety in Westmount
Spring and summer bring many more
pedestrians and cyclists to our streets. We

LIBRARY

Library open to the public

A self-serve pickup system is in place inside.
Learn about the requirements and conditions
before you arrive. westlib.org

New ¥ WPL tote bag!
Adorable, sustainable and 100% biodegradable;
$12, cash only. westlib.org

Summer concerts in Westmount Park:
call for musicians

The City invites small jazz, classical, folk and pop
groups to submit their candidacy by April 29.
westmount.org

Gallery at Victoria Hall: exhibition
April 19 to May 20: The Architecture of Victor
Bourgeau by Peter Lanken, guest curator and
renowned architect. westmount.org

National Canadian Film Day
Wednesday, April 20, 2 p.m., Victoria Hall. A
screening of Beans (2020), directed by Tracey
Deer. Registration required. westlib.org

514 989-5200

= westmount.org

remind all users of the road to act safety and
show courtesy. westmount.org

The Big Cleanup at Westmount Park
Friday, April 22 at 1 p.m. As part of Earth Day,
the City invites you to participate. Sign up in
advance. westmount.org

Recruiting for Westmount's Green Patrol
If you are between 15 and 30 years old and want
to help raise environmental awareness, apply
before May 2. westmount.org

Garden waste depot

The Belvedere Rd. depot is now open daily from
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. for landscaping contractors
with a City permit. westmount.org

Lecture: Art Space Ecology

Saturday, April 23, 2 p.m., Victoria Hall. With
John K. Grande, author of Art Space Ecology:
Two Views/Twenty Interviews. westlib.org

Let's Talk Operal

Sunday, May 1, 2 p.m., Victoria Hall. Mozart -
The Magic Flute. A discussion with Pierre
Vachon and special guest Richard Turp. In
collaboration with 'Opéra de Montréal.
Register at westmount.org.

Special presentation: Toot Suite
Saturday, May 7, 7 p.m., Victoria Hall. A musical
tribute to Montreal's golden age of jazz using
vintage films shorts and live performances on
stage. Register at westmount.org.

Concert: Amour et plaisirs
Wednesday, May 11, 7 p.m.,
Victoria Hall. A selection of music
celebrating love, life and simple
pleasures by the Compagnie
barogue Mont-Royal.

WILLE DE | CITY OF

WESTMOUNT
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Real Estate

ANDY DODGE

Note: The following article relates to offers to
purchase Westmount residential dwellings
that were reported by local real estate agents
as having been accepted in March 2022. Be-
cause they are not final registered sales, the
addresses cannot be made public, but give a
good idea of current trends in local real estate
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of
these trends over time.

The number of Westmount residential
sales dipped slightly in March, but prices
continued in their steady climb back to the
peak reached last August. One more sale
over $5 million in March — combined with
a $5,575,000 sale in January posted by
agents only recently — means that at least
one over-$5 million sale has been reported
in every month but one (November) since
last June.

Ten sales in March averaged $2,517,750,
including all but three with prices over
$2 million, keeping the adjusted average
price of the “typical” Westmount house
above the $2,500,000 mark for more than
a year.

The $5,600,000 sale of one mid-level
house with a valuation of $5,520,600, a 1.4-
percent mark-up, kept the average mark-

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

2
STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

= Standard & Restorative Painting
= Plaster

= Stripping, Wood finishing

= Interior & Exterior

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - References

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Classifieds in the INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night,
who-knows-who-is-replying websites when you can
list (and sell) locally? Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

at www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

March sales: Volume off, prices holding

up at 27.9 percent, down from 37.2 percent
in February, but the general trend in prices
is still advancing. The lowest price of the
month, $1,150,000, is also the lowest price
in Westmount this year, in fact the lowest
price for a one- or two-family dwelling
since last April.

Busiest February since 2017

A few late-reported sales increased Feb-
ruary’s tally to 17 sales, which would be the
highest February volume since 2017, and
since March is usually the busiest month
of the year, this year’s drop is significant.

The ten March sales averaged 72 days
to sell, but in fact the median days-to-sell
was only 16 days, since five homes got
buyers in less than 10 days each. At least
three of the sales went above their asking
price, mainly because of multiple offers,
an indication the buyer frenzy has not sub-
sided even as the average price increases.

And speaking of volume, spring brought
a whole lot more inventory to the West-
mount house market, up from 64 active
listings in mid-March to 77 in mid-April,
including 11 more in the $2,000,000 to
$4,000,000 price range; only eight of the 77
listings are asking less than $2 million, up
from six the previous month. Rentals are
way down, with 12 active listings in April
compared to 24 a year ago, and only six
have been rented so far this year, compared
to 13 at the same time last year.

Three March condominium sales
brought the total for the first quarter to
eight, ranging from $657,000 at 11 Hillside
Ave. to $2,100,000 for a double apartment
at 1 Wood Ave. The average mark-up for
the quarter was 28.1 percent, about the
same as for one- and two-family dwellings.

Lamp Repairs

25 years'’ experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

« In-home service
* Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol
514-582-3906

Average adjusted price for ‘typical’ Westmount house, by month,
January 2017 to March 2022, based on accepted offer dates
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WOOD FINISHING

DOORS*FURNITURE*WOODWORK

ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &

= stripping & staining
Moving Sales ENTRANCE DOORS
-also-
Professional Evaluations *Touch-Ups & Repairs
Staging of your home +Kitchen Cabinets

Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale
lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE  514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am

to be considered for publication the following week. email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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" Westmount
"~ A-dog-tions

~ LYsANNE FOWLER

Her eyes stay with you — such a warm
gaze into hearts. Just delightful, Lola is lov-
ing to all and loved by the foster family that
has taken her in for the volunteer animal
rescue group Gerdy’s Rescues & Adop-
tions.

As a Bernese mix, she has cuddliness
and playfulness to give everyone through-
out her daily routine, in fun moments of
play in the fenced backyard and on good
walks.

Lola is an active 10-year-old, up to date

Loving Lola

with her inoculations, spayed and micro-
chipped.

She is a healthy eater and enjoys treat-
motivated tricks and training, and is quite
an interactive companion.

Lola enjoys being an only pet, but has
lived harmoniously with another dog. Cats
are an object of curiosity so maybe not
something she knows much about.

Please refer to the Gerdy’s Rescues &
Adoptions website at www.gerdysrescue.
org for more information on Lola and write
to them at their email info@gerdysres-
cue.org for more information and an ap-
plication form to start the adoption pro-
cess.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

All your favourite pet food & treats

and we now offer grooming services too!

0

Peluche

Westmount

4071 St. Catherine St. W. (at Wood) 514 944-9044
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This adorable kitten is just a year old,
and aptly named Little Red for his sweet
dark-marmalade colouring. A precious
little fellow growing up curious and ener-
getic, he is as happy and cuddly as can be.

Little Red is in foster care for the Mon-
treal SPCA cattery and he fits in very well
with a family dynamic of children and a
dog quite well. He is an exceptional kitten,
very bright, social and affectionate.

He is up to date with his inoculations,
neutered and microchipped.

Little Red has a congenital condition
that affects the functioning of his liver, a
portosystemic shut, which requires a

Lamp Repairs

25 years'’ experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

« In-home service
* Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol
514-582-3906

Cutest Little Red

special low-protein diet and some daily
medicine.

This does not stop him from enjoying
his everyday routine. It is just important
to keep to the treatment framework and
follow up. This makes Little Red fall under
the category of a humanitarian adoption,
so his adoption is presented with a reduced
fee.

Please refer to the SPCA website at
www.spca.com and scroll through to Little
Red’s information page under his identifi-
cation number 48831068 to find out more
about him, then click on the “Fill out the
form” button to be directed to an adoption-
counsellor information form to begin the
adoption information process and bring
him into the loving arms of your family.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

Standard &t Restorative Painting
Plaster

Stripping, Wood finishing
Interior & Exterior

Bonded -

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

Licensed - Insured - References

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca
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Building manager Peter Gyorgy ‘is great. We love Peter!’

By JENNIFER BALL

There was a fire in the garage of the
Stonehurst Apartments, located at 4200
Sherbrooke St. at its corner with Greene
Ave., at approximately 8:10 am the morn-
ing on April 14.

Thanks to Peter Gyorgy, a fast-thinking
building manager, it was contained rather
quickly.

“Our apartment manager had just ar-
rived at work, and he could see the smoke
and the fire coming out of the electric
panel, so he took a fire extinguisher, put it
out and called the fire department,” said a

Per )

During, left, and after the fire at the Stonehurst Apartments, located on the southwest corner of Sherbrooke and Greene.

tenant who preferred not to be named.

The alarm system went off in the hall-
ways at the same time smoke appeared in
the tenant’s apartment. “Because of the
smell of it — it was a very plastic smell —
there was more concern about toxicity
rather than the actual fire.

“All of a sudden, all of these firetrucks
started to arrive and when I looked out the
window, I thought ‘Oh, they are coming
into our building.”

The tenants of Stonehurst Apartments
could go back into their apartments the
same day, but they have no electricity.

The tenant’s apartment was not dam-

Fire in garage of Stonehurst Apartmen

aged, and “the only place that really smells
in our apartment is the kitchen. When we
left the building, firemen came up to every
single apartment and opened up all the
windows. I think the reason that they did
that was because they were concerned
about the toxicity of the smoke.”

The tenant was not optimistic about re-
turning any time soon. “The building is so
old. They cannot fix the [electrical] panel
until they find the replacement parts, and
they cannot turn the electricity back on
until they replace the panel.

“So, it could be quite a
while. I am very pessimistic.” continued on p. 22

JAYAY
e

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

8 CHARTERED
1 A PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

* Personal & corporate tax returns

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions

* Consultation-Business organizational structure
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal)

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
(Proudly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

Tel.: (514) 227-8765

6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B
Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping
* Planning in family income tax

* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Westmount Park United Church

FAITH IN NATURE
PROGRAMME

JESUS
GREEN

The Jesus of history
meets ecology

Five Wednesday
evening workshops

For the curious
as much as
the Christian.

27 April - 25 May

For info. and registration:
westmountparkuc@videotron.ca
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Police Report
Police execute

warrant to arrest
suspect on
criminal charges

By MARTIN C. BARRY

An official at the Montreal police depart-
ment’s Station 12 on Stanton St. has con-
firmed that a suspect wanted on outstand-
ing criminal charges was arrested at a
home near the corner of Prince Albert Ave.
and St. Catherine St. on April 2 after police
executed two warrants.

The Independent was told by a nearby
resident that several police cars were ob-
served shortly after 6 pm in the driveway
of the suspect’s dwelling.

Station 12 community relations officer
Adalbert Pimentel described the suspect
as someone with a lengthy criminal rec-
ord.

He did not elaborate on the nature of
the charges he was facing, but said a
number of police officers were required to
execute the warrants because there was a
possibility the suspect would become ag-
gressive.

Although the suspect cooperated with
the officers, Pimentel said they had been
told before arriving that he had been yel-
ling, and so they went in prepared for a dis-
turbance.

Fraud/ID theft advice

Police at Station 12 report that fraud and
identity theft continue to be ongoing crime
issues in Westmount.

In one of the latest examples, a West-
mount resident filed a criminal complaint
earlier this montbh, stating that he had re-

Car crash

!
Hilﬁ:‘ PR
i o "

ceived a phone call from a bank’s debt col-
lection agency, saying that he had to pay a
$6,000 Dbill for transactions made on a
credit card issued in his name.

“So, a police report has been made for
this and an internal investigation is being
done with the bank,” Pimentel said.

He suggested that the best way con-
sumers can protect themselves from the
rising number of frauds and identity thefts
being perpetrated is to do so proactively.

That means at the very least getting in
touch with either of the two most widely-
known credit reporting agencies, Trans-
Union and Equifax, and establishing a re-
lationship by registering. This can easily
be done online.

“Should anyone other than yourself ask
for a loan, a credit card, or try to make any
other kind of transaction such as a contract
in your name, you'll be immediately in-
formed and you can put a stop to it right
there before it starts,” he said.

at Atwater and
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These two cars were in an accident the morning of April 15 at Atwater and Dorchester. Three of the
intersections’ four corners are in Westmount, including the northeast one pictured here.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Weeding & Yard Work

PHOTO COURTESY OF JIM RICHARDS.

Antique Chinese Art Wanted

Garden cleaning, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleanup, Raking
Leaves. Text /| Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

Cleaning / Housekeeping

Westmount/NDG area: Reliable & thorough, | am available for
cleaning and/or housekeeping at your home or office. References
available, please call Karen 438.229.1173.

Dog Walker Available

Responsible and loving, Westmount area. One-on-one solo walks
allow me to focus on your pet. Website: edebuss.wixsite.com/my-
site, or Elise 438-837-0083 or edebuss@gmail.com.

VILLE DE | CITY OF

WESTMOUNT

it

& |

Minor exemption Application

2. The application will be reviewed at a

IMPORTANT NOTICE

1. The City of Westmount has received an application for a minor exemption for
the building located at 4309 Montrose Avenue;

that will be held on May 2, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City
Hall, located at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West in Westmount and will be
broadcasted live on the City’s website. The link for the sitting will be available
at the following address: www.westmount.org/seance-du-conseil-en-direct.

regular sitting of the Municipal Council

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://westmount.org/
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

wwwwestmount.org

Cleaner Available

Safe Spring Cleaning, 15 years of experience. Marie 514-713-
9367.

Porcelain, jade, bronze, snuff bottles, censers, Buddha figures,
silver, ceramics, furniture. Provenance Ex: Gurrie Gallery. 514
944 4919,

Piano Tuning
Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449.
Housing

Looking to downsize from your home? We are looking to up-
size from our condo to a smaller semi-detached/row house
around Victoria village (3-4 bed, 2+ bath). Our spacious, sunny,
2 bed/2 bath condo with an elevator and a heated garage in
Victoria village would become available long-term once we move
out. Contact: welovewestmount@gmail.com.

Assistant sought

Looking for on-site assistant with Mac expertise to help organize
and catalogue photographs, documents etc. Aurel 514-582-4157.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates

o BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

at

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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City Views

¢ VERONICA REDGRAVE

Rome offers awe-inspiring art and
monumental ruins. But before Stendhal’s
Symptom set in, I sought things to do on
roads less travelled.

I played tennis on red-clay courts. At the
Auditorium Parco della Musica I heard a
wonderful orchestra play Berlioz and Shos-
takovich.

Markets are a must. You can find “gen-
tly used” couture bags (real), jewellery and
designer clothing at Borghetto Flaminio.
(Bargaining is part of the experience, but
best done in Ttalian!) You, too, can fldner.

Avoid the hordes

Walk away from the hordes. Discover
Bramante’s classical masterpiece, the
Tempietto di San Pietro in Montorio. The
perfectly proportioned rotunda was in-
spired by antiquity: circular Roman
temples once dotted the Tiber banks.

Traipsing through trendy Trastevere is
fun. Narrow cobbled streets are somewhat
restricted to cars and boast boxes of
greenery. Here, street artist Banksy has in-
spired many stenciled marks on peeling

Bramante’s Tempietto di San Pietro in Montorio.

Postcard from Rome #4: to stroll and fldner

walls and taggers have left their signature
styles.

The Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Moderne
is a go-to destination. The facade features
elements borrowed from architecture of
antiquity but inside the high-ceiling, light-
filled galleries are full of exciting contem-
porary work. A hint of the mood awaiting
you is the pride of life-size bronze lions lol-
ling about on the wide gallery steps, which
echo those of the Borghese Gardens oppo-
site.

Roman rhino

The Fondazione Alda Fendi-Esperimen-
ti is behind the amusingly named Rhino-
ceros Galleria. Not only can you see cut-
ting-edge art, but you can sip something
memorable as you gaze on the domes of
Rome from the rooftop terrace. Leaving be-
hind lemon trees and bursting wisteria, in
next week’s final article I'll give you the
Indie’s special sources for your next trip to
Roma.

Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

at www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

0.89cts Fancy intense pink diamond ring
in platinum & 18k rose gold

NATURAL BEAUTIES

A unique pair of pink diamond earrings

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

fit for a Queen!

e —

9.

e

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Tatsenko: St. Michael’s church sending planeloads of aid

Paprocki urges others to support Ukralman relief campaign

By MARTIN C. BARRY

A Westmount resident who feels strong-
ly about the war now raging in Ukraine is
urging other Westmounters to support a
campaign for the relief of displaced Ukrai-
nians that is being coordinated by St. Mi-
chael’s Ukrainian Church in East End
Montreal.

For more than seven weeks, West-
mounter Halina Paprocki has been help-
ing other volunteers at the church on
D’Iberville St. ship plane- and boat-loads
of food and medical supplies into Ukraine.

The campaign, which is being coordi-
nated by church member Hanna Tatsenko,
has managed to send at least five plane-
loads of more than two dozen pallets each
week to Ukraine through Poland.

“She is in constant contact with people
in the Ukraine, finding out what their needs
are,” Paprocki said of Tatsenko, who has pro-
fessional experience in shipping logistics.

“We are orchestrating a lot of merchan-
dise that is coming in, we have regular
people who are dropping things off, but we
are also calling companies. Hospitals in
Ukraine are calling on a regular basis to
tell us what are the things they need, such
as sutures for wound stitching. We update

Seen here at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Church on April 8, from |e-f-t, are Hanna Tatsenko and West-
mounter Halina Paprocki, who have been helping to send donations of medical supplies and non-
perishable food for shipment to war-torn Ukraine.

Westmount pet stores, cont'd from p. 14

“We use different suppliers and what
they often do is put a minimum purchase
order. I have to buy $1,000 of supplies or I
need to pay delivery costs. As a small store,
sometimes I do not want or need to buy
$1,000 of stock. There are a lot of different
lissues] now that interfere with how you
want to run your business.”

Bare shelves, where dog treats used to
be, can be added to that list. “We are an in-
gredient-driven store,” Altman said, “so
most of our treats and food are as local and
as natural as possible, but even my sup-

5
“*%

April 27, 2022 | 2:10 to 3:15 PM - High School
April 28, 2022 | 9:45 to 11:50 AM - Junior School

pliers are having a hard time getting in-
gredients or raw materials.”

“We can't get chicken hearts right now
because the meat processing plants are so
under-staffed. That is a strange one. You
just did not think that would happen!
Chicken —no problem — but chicken hearts
for treats: that has been absolutely imposs-
ible to get.”

The Independent reached out to Global
pet foods, located on St. Catherine near
Abbott, on March 29, but they did not re-
spond in time for publication.

L

MISS EDGAR’S AND MISS CRAMP’S SCHOOL
ECOLE MISS EDGAR ET MISS CRAMP

525 Mount Pleasant Avenue
Westmount Québec H3Y 3H6

Fire, cont’d from p. 19

Gyorgy was not able to diminish the ten-
ant’s pessimism when he spoke with the
Independent, nor could he estimate when
the electricity would be turned back on in-
side the building, which was built in 1929.
He did confirm that the hunt for replace-
ment parts had commenced.

The tenant was grateful to him never-
theless for his fast, decisive action. “Peter
is great. We love Peter!”

“I ran to the fire instead of away from it
—which was my first instinct — and for that
my wife gave me real shit,” Gyorgy grinned.

our lists. We contact pharmacies.”
According to Tatsenko, the donated
goods are being shipped to the front lines
of the war in eastern Ukraine, where they
are being received by civilians, local de-
fence groups and Ukrainian soldiers.

Priority: Medical supplies

She said the main priority in Montreal
is to send medical supplies, while food that
can be consumed without cooking and per-
sonal hygiene products are also important.
“The biggest part of our shipments is
medical supplies,” she said.

Paprocki, who has a Polish background,
said, “The thought of what was happening
in Ukraine, being so close to my own
country, made me feel that I needed to do
something.”

She said the pastor, Father Yaroslav, and
his wife, who oversee St. Michael’s Ukrain-
ian Church, “are just incredible people. 1
speak to them in Polish and they answer
me in Ukrainian and we understand what
needs to be done.”

Although there isn’t a Ukrainian church
in Westmount, Paprocki said, “any help
will do, and the people of Westmount have
always been very giving and supportive.”

A comprehensive list of the goods and
materials that are currently most needed
can be found on the church’s website (st
michaelmontreal.ca/helpukraine/).

Donations can be brought to the church
at 2388 D’Iberville St. Phone: 514.521.2234.
E-transfer money donations can also be
sent to support.ua@atlanticukrainian.ca.

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the right
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be

considered for publication the following week.

email us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com
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The subjects alone are not enough.

Come see how hands-on learning will
empower your daughter to become the
entrepreneur of her own future.

REGISTER NOW AT ECS.QC.CA/EP

ECS is an independent, English-language day school for girls from
Kindergarten to Grade 11, leading to the MEES Secondary Leaving Diploma.
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KENT
GROUP

PRIVATE INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT
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Excellence in
portfolio management

Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, To meet with us, please call:
professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our Jean-Francois Dion
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage ’

. o . Iy . \ : Senior Portfolio Manager,
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships. 8

or Sholom Tabak,

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it Senior Wealth Advisor,

is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our at 514-878-4216

personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio ) )
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 1Place Ville Marie, Montreal
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across kentwealth.com

Canada, with over $5 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

Wealth Management
Dominion Securities

RBC Dominion Securities Inc. RBC ®

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is @ member
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
2022. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_001 (06/2021)
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“Uill's knowledge, experience, and humour made
this 2-year process fun and exciting. She was
totally committed to helping us find the right home.

J I I_ I_ P R E V O S T Jill’s “Next Chapter Method” works, and yes we

even wrote a letter to the universe!” - G+R.

J‘P Buyer Testimonial

WHAT YOU SHOULD BE DOING TO PROTECT YOUR HOME!

GUTTER TIME YOUR SUMP SHOULD BE PUMPING

Walk around the outside of your house, Spring thaw's when water finds its way in,
Checking for damage from ice + snow, Your sump pump should be running a lot,
Any new entry points for a mouse? Check if any slate tiles are cracked or missing,

Are your gutters full or hanging low? Make sure your window caulking's not shot.

KEEP IT COOL PAY IT FORWARD

Time to think about your A/C, We tend to accumulate stuff in the winter season,
Don't leave it until the last day, So, it's time to pay it forward and do a good deed,
Clean the compressor of leaves + debiris, Only keep things if it has a good reason,

Make sure filters + all look ok! Otherwise, donate it to those in need.

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

Visit all my properties 5145910804

jillprevost.com

REAL ESTATE BROKER f v o]

in



