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Council brings in Frédéric Neault 
to head Urban Planning 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council April 4 appointed Frédéric 
Neault as director of the city’s Urban Plan-
ning department. This is a position that 
has been vacant since the promotion in 
 December of Michel Larue to assistant 
 director general for sustainable develop-
ment, in which role he oversees the city’s 
Urban Planning department. 

While the appointment went without 
comment from Councillor Jeff Shamie or 

Councillor Conrad Peart, who moved and 
seconded the resolution respectively, 
Mayor Christina Smith welcomed him, 
saying he would start in Westmount April 
25. 

Larue told the Independent that Neault 
graduated from the University of Montreal 
with a degree in urban planning, and has 
20 years of experience in public adminis-
tration, latterly since 2021 with La Prairie 
on the South Shore and its 
heritage area of 96 hec-

Sun visits Westmount, briefly 

Marianne Cole was enjoying a beautiful 12°C afternoon in this pose April 6 in Westmount Park 
alongside the splash pad. She has just returned from three months in London, England, where 
she met with friends, did a little modelling and enjoyed mushy peas and fish & chips. The days 
afterwards were colder and rainier. Cole was pictured in our September 15, 2015 issue (p. 21) doing 
a handstand when she was a Pilates instructor and ballet dancer. She is now a fashion model and 
contortionist. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK | Real estate agency

KAUFMANGROUP.CA
514.379.1333

Record Breaking, World Renowned
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WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
Prepares for 50th anniversary celebrations 

Contactivity resumes in-person 
programs next week 
By Laureen Sweeney 

While a date has yet to be set for Con-
tactivity to officially celebrate its 50th an-
niversary in the fall, the seniors’ centre has 
unveiled a logo to mark the year and is in-
troducing the resumption of onsite pro-
gramming starting Tuesday, April 19. 

The first in-person activities will take 
place on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
beginning that week with line dancing, fall 
prevention and stretch and movement fit-
ness, executive director Benita Goldin told 

the Independent last week. 
“Our plan is to gradually re-open and 

offer some programs on site with limited 
attendance. Everyone will be required to 
wear a mask, keep their distance, and show 
proof of vaccination.” 

A new program is also starting called A 
Walk in the Park for those “who enjoy lei-
surely walks and may or may not use a 
walking aid,” she said. The group will walk 
and picnic in Westmount Park along with 
crafts coordinator Angelina Hum. 

“Our partnership is still ongoing with 
Selwyn House School. This spring it in-
cludes Zoom visits for seniors and senior 
school students that include courses in 
photography and tech savvy. In May, it will 
include a vernissage of pictures taken by 
our members who were in 
the photography course.” 
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Max Steinberg is city’s 
hockey player of the month, 

See p. 16
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SELLER TESTIMONIAL

“Rochelle provided great advice on the market from the outset so that 
we could price our property well. As a result, it sold quickly at a price 

the closing of the sale ensured that the deal got done. First class service 
from end to end.”
B.L. - WESTMOUNT

SHOWCASING EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES 
TO BOTH LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCES

BUYER TESTIMONIAL

side” guiding us through the process. From explaining options to 

we needed, and at a moment’s notice. In under a month, we were the 

C&K - WESTMOUNT

18 Rue du Grand Cypress, 
Morin Heights | $1,695,000

202 Ch. du Mont-Maribou,
Saint-Sauveur | $1,495,000

EXCLUSIVE | Westmount
Av. Cedar | PRICE & DETAILS UPON REQUEST 

613 Av. Victoria,
Westmount | $3,095,000

87-89 Av. Columbia, 
Westmount | $2,399,000

19 Av. Grenville, 
Westmount | $3,295,000

4798 Av. Victoria, 
Westmount Adj. | $585,000

436 Av. Grosvenor,
Westmount | $965,000

ROCHELLE CANTOR
©2022 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad. 
Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec

Rochelle Cantor 

514.605.6755  |  rochelle.cantor@evrealestate.com
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DANIELLE ALLARIE 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com
514.730.8708 
dallarie@gmail.com

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com

Le Sud-Ouest – 4200 St Ambroise #214 
MLS #9793351

N.D.G. – 4401 Av Coolbrook 
$999,000 | MLS #12364418

INTRODUCING SOLD IN 3 DAYS

Circle Road Area 
1st ad! Sunny family 
home on extra large 
lot, walking distance 
to metro, shops and 
schools. Ground-
floor den, eat-in 
kitchen, extra large 
custom-designed 
sundeck. Master 
bedroom with private 
den and ensuite 
bath. Finished 
basement, tons of 
storage. Parking for 
3 cars. Country 
living in the city! 

$1,400,000

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514 933-6781

sylvielafreniere.com/youtube 

Your Search Ends Here!

Blinds & Drapes

Don Karp 
Décor 

514-237-2871 
Free shop-at Home Service & Installation 
EXPERT REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS TOO!

Seniors can leave keys for emergencies 

Lockboxes enable Public Security 
to help 2 residents after falls 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Within a period of 24 hours March 25-
26, public safety officers were called to the 
homes of two older residents who fell and 
were unable to open their locked doors for 
help, Public Security officials said. 

Both victims, however, had left their 
keys in lockboxes at Public Security, which 
were smashed to access the key and enable 
the responders to provide assistance. One 
woman needed help three times, event-
ually allowing Urgences Santé to enter and 
transport her to hospital. 

“It’s important for Westmount residents 
to know about these lockboxes because 
both these cases show that our officers 

were able to provide assistance because 
they had access to these keys,” said assis-
tant director Kimberley Colquhoun. 

The first incident occurred March 25 at 
6 pm when the department received a call 
from someone who hadn’t been able to get 
hold of her mother. When officers gained 
entry, they found the woman had “slipped 
out of her bed.” When she was helped up, 
she “assured” them she was able to func-
tion on her own. 

Delivering food 

The next day at 1:20 pm, they were 
called to a different apartment by a friend 
of the resident who was trying without suc-
cess to deliver food to her. Knowing she 
had left a key with Public Security, officers 
were called and found the woman had 
fallen. She was helped to a walker while 
her friend remained with her. 

They were called back the next day, 
March 27 at 4:40 pm and again at 10:20 pm, 
at which time the woman was taken to hos-
pital by Urgences Santé.

Man fined $654 
for cutting open 
lookout fencing 

A group of people visible on the 
city’s surveillance camera at the 
closed-off area of the summit lookout 
April 3 at 8:18 pm included one who 
had reportedly cut open the security 
fence that blocks off the damaged con-
crete area, Public Security officials 
said. The area is also posted for no-
entry. 

When patrollers attended, they en-
countered the group, described as 
“tourists” who wanted to take photos 
despite the encroaching darkness. 
Identified as friends of a Montreal 
man who had cut open the fence, they 
included visitors from the UK and On-
tario. The fence cutter, a man in his 
20s, was fined $654 for defacing pub-
lic property.

Green-waste pick-up 
starts next week 

The city’s seasonal garden-waste collec-
tion starts Tuesday, April 19. This service 
is totally separate from the green-bin pro-
gram for household compost. 

Grass, branches, leaves and other plant 
refuse should be placed curbside for pick-
up. 

They can be in yard-waste paper bags, 
in open containers or bundled with natural 
(i.e. non-plastic, non-metal) twine. 

Bags and containers should not exceed 
20 kilograms in weight, and tied-up 
branches should not exceed 5 centimeters 
in diameter and 1.2 meters in length. 
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KAUFMANGROUP.CA KAUFMAN GROUP
RECORD BREAKING, WORLD RENOWNED

$2 B
TOTAL SALES VOLUME

40
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

118 M
ANNUAL WEB VIEWS*

100%

DEDICATED TO YOU

*sothebysrealty.comSince 2008

WESTMOUNT
Magnificent 8 bedroom, 4 car garage stone 
residence nestled on close to 20,000 ft² lot. 

MLS 10079588

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Unparalleled restored property situated on nearly 

2 acres of private land in the heart downtown. 
MLS 27385401

$31,000,000

WESTMOUNT
Impeccably renovated Tudor style home located in 

the heart of Westmount. MLS 26999345

$2,995,000
IVRY-SUR-LE-LAC | LAC MANITOU

Dream worthy estate with 3 dwellings and double 
boat house. MLS 24576004

$5,995,000

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE | BEAUX-ARTS
Exquisite 3 bedrooms + den residence featuring 
panoramic mountain & city views. MLS 16471157

$3,995,000

WESTMOUNT
Spectacularly renovated and exquisitely restored 

mansion on prestigious street with pool 
and 2 car garage. MLS 16556011

$11,750,000
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

Majestic stone mansion built in 1928 by renowned 
architect Percy Nobbs delivers maximum 

Golden Square Mile pedigree. MLS 12942916

$9,250,000

WESTMOUNT
Stately stone mansion sits perched on an ultra 

private 15,000+ sq.ft. lot offering remarkable city 
and sunset views. MLS 16768472

$4,900,000

WESTMOUNT
Victoria Village large duplex with garden. 

MLS 10528638

$2,600,000

WESTMOUNT
Completely renovated 5+1 bedroom 4 ½ bath 

home, walking distance to the best private schools 
in Westmount | Garage. MLS 24216515

WESTMOUNT
Renovated 4 bedroom home on the flats, steps 
from Westmount park. Central air conditioning 

and garage. MLS 13046542

VILLE-MARIE | THE GLENEAGLES
This stunning renovated condo with panoramic 

views located in the prestigious Gleneagles is truly 
one of a kind. MLS 24285452

$2,450,000

HAMPSTEAD
Renovated detached stone family home in the 

heart of old Hampstead. MLS 25950246

$7,995,000

$2,395,000

WESTMOUNT
Lovely family residence was completely renovated 
with elegance, modernity and quality finishings. 2 

car garage. MLS 20377146

$2,525,000

$2,250,000

NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE
Ideally located on a desirable Westmount adjacent 

street, this spacious upper unit has it all. 
MLS 14623760

$849,000 $7,200/month

*with conditions

RECENTLY REDUCED

RECENTLY REDUCED INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

RECENTLY REDUCED

VILLE-MARIE
Spacious 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo ideally 

located in the heart of downtown. 
MLS 13284925

$699,000

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING
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City plans to 
benefit everyone 

Talk about First World problems. A 
simple take-away from the March 29 letters 
to the editor in the Independent (p. 8) is that 
the homeowner knows better than the city 
bureaucrats. Oftentimes this can be true! 

However, the city has to look at a larger 
picture than NIBMY. City roads and the 
design of homes and lots back in the day 
were not made for parking pads, removing 
grass to do so, nor for more than one or 
two cars per household, among other 
things. 

So everyone must suffer some incon-
venience. For instance, they put a bike 
highway on de Maisonneuve in front of our 
house years ago! They let the bikes rule 
Westmount Park by letting the path be a 
straight line! 

We all enjoy the effects of city planning 
and, a majority of the time, the councillors 
and the employees are looking at the 
bigger picture and longer term. 

Lorne Woods, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

More stopping means 
more congestion 

Regarding the Lexington Ave. recon-
struction debate (March 29, p. 1), I am glad 
to read that some of our city councillors 
have common sense. While I do agree the 
design is beautiful, I shudder at the extra 
pollution it will create. It reminds me of 

the other beautiful design concepts such 
as Victoria Ave. and Westmount Ave. Very, 
very pretty, but [are they worth] the number 
of cars piled up there trying to get through? 

Today, I came back from Montreal West 
on Bedbrook Ave. via Fielding Ave. to Côte 
St. Luc Rd. In the dim distant past, there 
was one stop sign – I repeat, one stop sign. 
Yes, there were traffic lights, which are still 
there, but one stop sign. Unfortunately, at 
my age and with driving I may have mis-
counted slightly today, but I believe it is 
now 21 stop signs. Each stop sign adds 
some extra pollution, even if people do the 
Quebec-type stop. 

And, yes, by 2035 only electrical vehicles 
are supposed to be sold, but when will the 
vast majority of drivers have them? I’m 
afraid I may not see that. 

Alfred Edel, Victoria Ave. 

Lexington safe, beautiful 
and loved as is 

Why is the city of Westmount creating 
an unwise and unwanted situation on 
beautiful and well-functioning Lexington 
Ave.? 

In its planning, the city is displacing the 
magnificent, spacious, safe and well-con-
sidered urban plan that was created to ac-
commodate the magnitude and architec-
ture of the homes gracing its beauty, with 
a disproportionate concept in relation to 
the topography of the land, and the well-
being of its residents. 

The residents of Lexington Ave. do not 
want their street altered according to this 
plan, which the city has solely and singu-
larly created and acted upon, the whole 
without proper prior consultation with the 
local residents who will be affected. 

The drawings are a sadly problematic 
effort to change something that at present 
is very beautiful and practical and in line 
with a workable streetscape for upper 
Westmount. 

The citizens residing on Lexington/
Devon/Shorncliffe, understand very well 
what is transpiring around them, and the 
majority do not want, for good reasons, 
these changes to take place. 

The residents have made substantial in-
vestments – emotional, visual and finan-
cial – not only inside their homes, but in 
particular on the exterior.......with the plant-
ing of trees, shrubs, grasses and flowers, 
for the beautification of their lawns and 
emphasizing serious green exterior land-
scaping. 

The premise that narrow streets are 
safer is wrong. Narrowing this street will 
only create dangerous problems. 

The city’s plan of a narrow street, shown 
with white lines on the roads, in reality will 
create massive parked vehicular traffic and 
angry drivers, struggling to be able to move 
forward. The bump-outs and wider side-
walks do not create more green space. 
Rather it shows more concrete. 

Please…... who is going to benefit by 
this vast, costly and unwanted project? 

This quiet, restful, beloved and safe 
neighbourhood will become noisy and 
dangerous. 

Please do not destroy this unique and 
beautiful heritage area of Westmount, into 
which each citizen has poured vast 
amounts of respect, love and energy. 

Repair the sidewalks and streets, and 
please leave the remainder in its beautiful, 
present, unproblematic state. 

Judith & John Lechter, 
Lexington Ave. 

Some artificial grass 
would help 

Readers of the Westmount Independent 
will surely be negatively surprised that I 
write to put in a good word for artificial 
grass in Westmount. That is, if, after the 
snow covering gone this morning [xx], they 
have not noticed the state of the Melville 
Ave. soccer field. 

But I am sure all readers and residents 
will agree with my suggestion to West-
mount Sports to place artificial grass at the 
goal post rectangles on every one of West-
mount’s soccer fields. Players themselves, 
after or during a game would be most ap-
preciative when they find their legs, boots 

and pants not covered with mud. Or, while 
furiously tackling each other at the goal 
area on a hot, dry summer day they would 
desperately try not to breathe into their 
lungs the flying, kicked-up dust: alas, un-
successfully. 

So, as in this case on soccer fields, ar-
tificial grass used discreetly, can achieve 
three goals: prevent eyesores, contribute 
to enhanced enjoyment and success of 
games and contribute to the physical 
health and happiness of players and the 
audience watching them play. 

Stephen Chin, Sherbrooke St. 

Sound advice: speed kills 
I was distressed when I read Laureen 

Sweeney’s report (March 15, p. 1) that de-
scribed Councillor Kathleen Kez’s response 
to one of her constituents about the noise 
from cars travelling above the speed limit, 
which, shockingly, is 70 km/h [on the 
720/136 autoroute]! To be certain, Kez fol-
lowed traffic and, to go with the traffic 
flow, had to travel at 110 kmh. 

Although the road in question is not 
zoned for pedestrians, most roads in West-
mount are intended for them to cross or 
for cars. Hence, I expected to see some ref-
erence to the extreme dangers associated 
with high-speed car travel. It appears that 
neither Ms. Kez nor her constituent ap-
preciate how much the danger to a pedes-
trian’s life follows when struck by a car 
travelling above the posted speed limit. 

Yet, it appears council is more con-
cerned with the sound of fast-moving cars; 
its resolution calling for speed cameras 
makes no reference to safety. Does council 
intend to put noise ahead of life and limb? 
Is it possible readers are unaware of how 
greatly the chances of killing someone in-
creases as speed increases? In a nutshell, 
a highly reputable study – one of many – 
reports that the average risk of death for a 
pedestrian reaches 10 percent at an impact 
speed of 37 kmph, 25 percent at 51 kmph, 
75 percent at 50 kmph, and 90 percent at 
93 kmph. Put simply, it found that “on 
average when the estimated impact speed 
increases by 1 kmh, the odds of a pedes-
trian fatality increases by 11 percent.” 

I was a bit comforted to learn that at 
least one other Westmounter is concerned 
about traffic deaths. The letter from Paul 
Levesque (March 22, p. 6), noting that al-
though traffic and speed is supposedly one 
of the city’s top priorities, speeding re-
mains a systemic issue. As he writes, the 
situation is made worse by coordinating 
green lights (as is now done to accommo-
date fast-moving cars on Sherbrooke), 
which in turn, encourages more pass ing-
through traffic, as does the 
absence of adequate en-

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 
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Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication the 
following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to make subsequently 
submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in every issue, or in back-
to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do 
not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

14,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
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Owned and published by: 

Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Letters to the editor

continued on p. 9
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Le Moment précis, 2019
Boris Pintado 

Polyptich. Graphite on paper, 
tipped to panel. 90 x 66 in. 

Galerie d’art    Old Montreal

395, rue Notre-Dame Ouest

514.419.2332

www.wishboneart.com
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A principled vision 
for the future of Quebec 
By Colin Standish 

Quebec politics has never been as frac-
tious as it is today. The political landscape 
is fluid as the October 3 provincial election 
date approaches. 

Eric Duhaime’s Quebec Conservative 
Party has ridden the wave of pandemic fa-
tigue into political relevance. The once 
fringe Quebec Solidaire has a legitimate 
chance of becoming the official opposition. 
The Parti Québécois is increasingly irrel-
evant, and thanks to a series of strategic 
missteps, the once mighty Quebec Liberal 
Party (QLP) is in freefall amongst both 
francophones and anglophones. As a re-
sult, Premier François Legault’s CAQ is 
widely expected to win an even stronger 
majority this fall. 

In this context, starting a new political 
party is a daunting prospect. That was the 
challenge considered by a small study 
group last November. Given the Task Force 
on Linguistic Policy’s success in exposing 
the immoral and illegitimate Bill 96, and 

the QLP’s growing unpopularity, consen-
sus is building that a new provincial party 
should emerge. 

To defend federalism, human rights, 
and speak for Quebec’s English-speaking 
population. To be an option for Indigenous 
peoples, newcomers and francophones 
alike. 

Before registering a potential provincial 
party, our group agreed that it should have 
a clearly worded statement of principles. 
Happily, lengthy discussions and debate 
over several weeks brought forth funda-
mental values that could form the founda-
tion of a solid electoral platform that res-
onates with the Quebec electorate. 

Our first principle is named for the fa-
mous line from Clifford Lincoln’s legend-
ary legislative speech, “Rights are Rights 
are Rights,” to demonstrate our commit-
ment to the defence of human rights, civil 
liberties, language equality and constitu-
tional protections for all Quebecers. This 
also means opposing arbi-
trary and coercive laws. It’s 

forcement. Levesque and 
I may not agree that an 

awareness campaign is needed more than 
speed cameras (not traps), but I emphati-
cally agree with his concluding note that 
the time is long overdue for the city to get 
truly serious about traffic and speed. The 
next pedestrian fatality may be someone 
you know and love, killed by a driver travel-
ling not far above the posted limit. Ironi-
cally, and tragically, such an event will also 
help reduce the noise in the neighborhood. 

Barry Pless, Lansdowne Ave. 

Why was York St. not 
invited to meeting? 
Open letter to Mayor Christina Smith 

Why was York St. apparently overlooked 
when Westmount sent notices to area 
households about the special public con-
sultation for residents of Districts 4 and 5 
[on March 22]? It was only after the meet-
ing took place that I learned, from a story 
in the Independent (April 5, p. 12), that area 
residents met with you, District 5 council-
lor Anitra Bostock and District 4 councillor 
Conrad Peart. 

In addition to my home, three other 
households I randomly surveyed at various 
locations on York St. did not receive the 
flyer. That seems sufficient confirmation 
York St. residents were left in the dark 
about the public consultation. 

It also raises the question: why did 
Westmount not place a notice in this news-
paper about the meeting, given that so 
many of us are regular readers? If city hall 
relied only on flyers to publicize the event, 
was the distributor given a list of streets in 
both districts to ensure none was missed? 

With a decade of non-stop major con-
struction projects impacting area resi-
dents, particularly on York, as well as other 
recurring quality-of-life concerns in D-5, a 
public forum was a valuable opportunity 
to meet face to face with you and Council-
lor Bostock; it would have been most help-
ful to raise questions outside the limita-
tions of a council meeting, especially in an 
atmosphere described as “relaxed” in the 
Independent’s coverage of the meeting. 

Under the circumstances, I would hope 
that another such public consultation will 
be held in the near future and a greater ef-
fort be made to ensure all households are 
included in Westmount’s notification. 
After all, communication is the lifeblood 
of a healthy municipality. 

Dorothy Lipovenko, York St. 
Editor’s note: This request that an adver-
tisement be put in the Independent was not 
solicited by me, although every reader’s 
support for, and kind words about, our ef-
forts to sell ads to all entities (governments, 

businesses, people) is much appreciated. 
– DP. 

Snow removal 
affects climate 

In her March 27 article (“GHG-emis -
sions dominate city council’s question 
period,” p. 7), reporter Laureen Sweeney 
focussed on the public’s questions to city 
council. I would like to point out that in re-
ferring to mine; the point was missed in 
quoting a few words about emissions from 
snow removal equipment “which scraped 
and re-scraped” a sidewalk outside my 
home. In fact, the raison d’être of my ques-
tion was substantial, and the public de-
serves to know what was put to the council, 
namely: 

“Environmental agencies have affirmed 
that the snow clearing emits as much CO₂ 
as driving 1,000 km in a vehicle. Two ma-
chines most frequently purchased and em-
ployed by Westmount are tractors – of vari-
ous sizes – and snow blowers. According 
to research, this is also a major cost to dan-
gerously increasing carbon emissions. 
Have these environmental costs been rig-
orously accounted for over the past year? 
Although the winter season is winding 
down, maintaining streets – snow clearing 
and de-icing – is a major activity and ex-
penditure.” 

Downplaying this is not in our child -
ren’s interest or in the public’s – and nor 
is it consistent with the commitment the 
council has made since the 2021 fall mu-
nicipal election. 

It truly was a disappointment that the 
three councillors who responded either re-
sorted to “Patience!” or to conflate it with 
dangers of seniors falling, as in Cllr. Anitra 
Bostock’s reply. To be clear, in itself, this is 
not an insubstantial concern; however, 
there are no contradictions to fine-tuning 
a de-carbonization strategy with imple-
mentation action! There has been enough 
time since the all-candidates meeting [at 
election time]. At that time, the candidates 
seemed genuine. Yet, at this time, the new 
slate of elected officials has not addressed 
this critical problem with the weight it de-
serves. Now however, I fear that competing 
influences and herd mentality, replete with 
platitudes and rhetorical flourishes, are 
front and centre. 

A final challenge to the Westmount 
public: although our land mass and popu-
lation may appear to be limited, each of us 
must exert our influence. It’s considerable 
when we step up and speak as a whole. The 
image of the 2018 climate marches around 
the globe and last fall’s COP held in Glas-
gow can serve as a testament. 

Caroline Jondahl, 
St. Catherine St.
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 

corner Grosvenor

514 933-8556

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• All vehicles • All work 
• Pick-up/drop-off available

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

Spring is a great time 
to take care of 

your car, locally 
• Tire change • Tune-up 

• Oil change + anything else

Letters to the editor

continued from p. 6

Guest column

continued on p. 23



Film and butterfly gardens to be featured 

Monarch to ‘rule’ over advance Earth Day event April 19 
By Laureen Sweeney 

In keeping with its name, one could say 
that the monarch butterfly will rule over 
Westmount’s advance Earth Day celebra-
tions on Tuesday, April 19 starting at 2 pm. 
That’s when a special event will take place 
at Victoria Hall featuring the iconic orange-
and-black butterfly, whose feeding and 
breeding grounds are disappearing. 

The program takes place three days be-
fore Earth Day and will feature a screening 
of the film Beauty on the Wing, along with 
explaining the city’s plans for helping save 
the monarch and other butterflies. 

Seeds available 

Blends of seeds from the city’s seed-
lending library will be available to create 
butterfly and/or bee gardens. 

The film to be shown features the life 
story of the monarch that takes place along 
the shores of Cape Ann and in the heart of 
Mexico’s forested volcanic mountains, ex-
plains Donna Lach, assistant director of 
the library and community events. 

Every stage of the monarch’s life cycle 
is experienced in close-up, from egg to cat-
erpillar to adult, and set to the background 

of sea and forest, sun and wind, she said. 
Following the screening, Kim Smith, 

the film’s director, will answer questions 
and address how to reduce the environ-

mental impact in one’s choice of protein 
sources. An award-winning documentary 
filmmaker, she is described as specializing 
in creating pollinator habitat gardens using 

primarily North American native wild-
flowers, trees, shrubs, and vines. 

Required reservations can be made 
through Eventbrite. Masks will be re quired.
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Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Spring can be dirty, dusty 

Five-alarm fire April 6 on Sherbrooke near Metcalfe? No. It was contractors cleaning up winter debris and autumn leaves. Photo: Ralph Thompson.  
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STARTING AT $399,000 + TAX 

INDOOR PARKING 
APPLIANCES 

PRIVATE OUTDOOR SPACES 

514.385.0333 x 328 
WWW.THEEASTON.CA 

45 WESTMINSTER-S MONTREAL WEST

53% 
SOLD

T H E  E A S T O N

26 CONTEMPORARY ARTS & CRAFTS 
CONDOMINUM UNITS 
STUDIO • 1 BR • 2 BR • 3 BR • PH

The finest retirement lifestyle 
is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 

comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES. 

4430 St. Catherine West 

514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Everyone loves Passover treats
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‘Shocking’ to mix need with politics: Mayor Smith 

Council appeals to Quebec 
to reinstate Dawson project 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council April 4 appealed to the Que-
bec government to maintain its expansion 
plan for what is characterized as over-
crowded Dawson College, including relo-
cation of its healthcare programs to new 
premises, in its next infrastructure plan. 

A resolution approved unanimously 
says that the city expresses “to the Quebec 
premier its deep disappointment and dis-
approval” of the government’s decision to 
postpone the Dawson College capital pro-
ject, stating the CEGEP offers “programs 
of study to Quebecers of all backgrounds.” 

Pointing out that Dawson’s health care 
programs aim to train much-needed health -
care workers especially given the pandemic 
experience, Mayor Christina Smith said “it’s 
shocking after all we’ve lived through these 
last two years that it turned into a political 
debate and is so needed for the benefit of 
the entire province.” 

The resolution states that the college 
has a space deficit of 11,500 square meters, 
according to ministerial standards and that 
its expansion had been listed as a priority 
project in December 2020 before being 
suddenly postponed by the province in 
February 2022 “in favour of other projects 

in francophone CEGEPs.” 

Access for all 

Councillor Elisabeth Roux, speaking in 
French, added her voice to the needs of 
both anglophone and francophone stu-
dents as an opportunity to learn both lan-
guages. 

Councillor Matt Aronson, who second -
ed the resolution, asked residents who 
were watching the council meeting “or 
reading about it in our local newspaper” 
to reach out to members of the Quebec 
legislature and all members of the com-
munity to express their dismay. 

The resolution explains that “Dawson 
College students are entitled to the same 
quality of educational services as those of-
fered to students in other CEGEPs in Qué-
bec,” and that there “cannot be two classes 
of institutions and students.” 

Mayor Smith also noted in comments 
after the council resolution was adopted 
how the city had been working with the 
CEGEP for several years on the expansion 
plan, reported to be budgetted at some 
$180 million, and which was previously re-
ported as being planned on St. Catherine 
St. to the west of Atwater (see story Febru-
ary 8, p. 8).

Flashing sign installed at Greene rail bridge 

Solar-powered lights have been added to one of the signs warning drivers about the low clearance 
under CP’s “truck-eating” rail bridge (as one nearby resident described it). It is on Greene north-
bound between St. Antoine St. and Prospect, as seen April 8. Photo courtesy of Willem Westenberg. 
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Exclusif “ ”
7 500 000 $

 

e, W50 place Belveder Weestmount
5 980 000 $

 

3047 ch. de Breslay, adj. Westmount
3 195 000 $

 
MARTIN ROULEAU | BComm
Courtier immobilier résidentiel & conseiller
T 514.933.9998 | martinrouleau.com

©2022 Engel & Völkers. Tous droits réservés. Franchisé indépendant et autonome. Si votre propriété est déjà ins
annonce. Courtier immobilier,, agence immobilière, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec.

NOUVEAU - 59 ch. de Lavigne, WWeestmount
2 998 000 $

 

scrite veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette 

NOUVEAU | VENDU
614 av. Belmont, Westmount

 

NOUVEAU | OFFRE ACCEPTÉE
ork, W38 rue YYo Weestmount
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ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS 
(No medical referral required) 

Plan your visit today 
514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen 
Phlebology 

Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount 
www.xomed.ca  |  info@xomed.ca

Max Steinberg, city’s hockey player for March 

Top scorer for team, 
chosen for leadership role 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Being named Westmount’s 
hockey player-of-the-month for 
March is a salute to Max Stein-
berg of the U18/M18 Wings’ 
team. He moves on to the adult 
hockey program next year, ex-
plained Andrew Maislin, oper-
ations manager for the city’s 
Sports and Recreation depart-
ment. 

In announcing the recogni-
tion, Maislin recalled how Max 
had grown up in the depart-
ment from the age of 6. “I have 
seen him develop from an 
ankle skater to one of the 
strong est players on his team.” 

This year, he has taken on a 
leadership role for the team and 
has brought them to various 
victories during the playoffs, 
Maislin added. “He is also the 
leading scorer, currently with a 
recent five-goal game.” 

Coaches had commented 
monthly on “how much he has 
matured not only as a hockey 
player but as a young adult and 
leader.” This was one of the ob-
jectives of the player-of-the-
month recognition program 
when it was launched in Oc-
tober 2019 by the Westmount 
Minor Hockey Association. 

The city’s recognition pro-
gram aims to highlight player 
contributions and acknowledge 
the opportunities and skills that 
minor hockey, and sports as a 
whole, can offer young people 
in developing sportsmanship, 
teamwork and discipline, which 
can be transferred into other 
areas such as academics and 
community service, Maislin 
said. 

“Max will be moving on to 
the adult hockey program next 
year and we wish him well on 
his next hockey adventure.”

Volunteers must register 

Westmount 
Park clean-up 
set for 
Earth Day 
By Laureen Sweeney 

An Earth Day clean-up of West-
mount Park by volunteer residents 
has been set for Friday, April 22, at 1 
pm regardless of the weather. 
“Guests” are also invited, according to 
a city notice, but all must be registered 
in advance on the home page of the 
city’s website. 

Those attending are invited to meet 
in the park outside the Westmount 
Public Library, wearing gloves and 
dressed accordingly. 

Garbage bags are to be provided. 
Earth Day is also being marked by 

the city of Westmount with an April 
19 presentation of a film about mon-
arch butterflies, Beauty on the Wing 
(see p. 10 for story).
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Go, Ukraine, go! 

For the past year, Westmount resident Tony Moffat has been drawing on a paper bag each week to hold some treats that his wife Ann and he deliver to a friend who lives in a Westmount seniors’ 
residence and rarely gets out of her room because of COVID restrictions. Topics have included cartoons, famous people and “astronomy stuff” (Moffat is professor emeritus of astrophysics at the 
University of Montreal). Recently, his theme became geopolitical…

THE UPS STORE
®

THE UPS STORE
®



April 12, 2022 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 19

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

FÊTE DE PÂQUES :
Fermetures et modifications au
Les bureaux administratifs de la Ville de Westmount s

d di 15 il t l l di 18 il 2022 i d

ux services
seront fermés le 
e la fête de Pâques. 

le vendredi, le 
 à 17 h.

s auront lieu selon 

vices
e closed Friday, 
holiday. 

day and Monday. 

ke place according 

vendredi 15 avril et le lundi 18 avril 2022 en raison de

La Bibliothèque publique de Westmount sera fermée 
dimanche et le lundi. L’horaire du samedi est de 13 h

Les collectes d’ordures et de résidus alimentaires
l’horaire habituel. 

EASTER HOLIDAY:
Closures and changes to serv
The City of Westmount’s administrative offices will be
April 15th and Monday, April 18th, 2022 for the Easter 

Westmount Public Library will be closed Friday, Sund
Opening hours for Saturday are 1 to 5 p.m. 

The garbage and kitchen waste collections will ta
to the usual schedule. 

westmount.orgg

ECS is an independent, English-language day school for girls from 
Kindergarten to Grade 11, leading to the MEES Secondary Leaving Diploma.

April 27, 2022 | 2:10 to 3:15 PM - High School
April 28, 2022 | 9:45 to 11:50 AM - Junior School

Entrepreneurial
            Spotlight

The subjects alone are not enough.

REGISTER NOW AT ECS.QC.CA/EP

Come see how hands-on learning will 
empower your daughter to become the 
entrepreneur of her own future.

Putin draws inspiration from Lenin, 
Stalin, historian Serbyn tells Rotary 
By Martin C. Barry 

Russian president Vladimir Putin is 
emulating Lenin and Stalin while trying to 
revive the Russian empire with a war in 
Ukraine, an Eastern European history ex-
pert told the Westmount Rotarians last 
week, while downplaying the possibility 
Putin wants to start World War III and 
trigger global nuclear annihilation. 

An emeritus professor of Russian and 
Ukrainian history at Université du Québec 
à Montréal (UQAM), Prof. Roman Serbyn 
was the guest speaker during the Ro-
tarians’ noon-hour web conference on 
March 6. 

Referring to the Russian government’s 
so-called “special operation” as “Putin’s ge-

nocidal war against Ukraine,” Serbyn 
noted that the Russian president was born 
only a year before Joseph Stalin’s death in 
1953, and that Putin’s actions are in line 
with Stalin-era strategy. 

“Putin is actually going back to the Sta-
lin era and imitating Stalin’s tradition of 
state-building,” he said. “Lenin, Stalin and 
now Putin have to be seen as state-
builders.” 

While acknowledging that the idea of 
state-building is usually looked upon posi-
tively, he added that “it depends on what 
kind of state they’re building,” although 
Vladimir Lenin’s goal was to spread the so-
cialist revolution that had been started in 
Russia. 

Although Lenin and 

Prof. Roman Serbyn, an expert on East European history, told the Westmount Rotarians last week 
that Russian president Vladimir Putin is following in the footsteps of former Soviet leaders Joseph 
Stalin and Vladimir Lenin.

continued on p. 22
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A new life for Albus the sled dog 

Albus and others were taken in from a 
sled-dog group arrangement, tethered out-
side next to small shelters. 

It is a heartbreak to see animals in these 
circumstances but his life has taken a turn 
for the better, and best ever now that we 
are reaching out for an adoptive family in 
our neighbourhood for him. 

He is six years old, a wonderful husky-
type with sweet brown eyes and a great dis-
position. He knows that he is cared for now 
and it makes all the difference in the world 
to him. 

Albus is very healthy, up to date with his 
inoculations, neutered and microchipped. 
Please take a look at the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com and visit Albus’ 
information page from his identification 
number 49896438, clicking on the “Book 
a visit” button to be directed to an adoption 
counsellor form for a visit at the shelter. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

All your favourite pet food & treats 
and we now offer grooming services too!

4071 St. Catherine St. W. (at Wood) 514 944-9044

Kitia & Czaru – yes, they are brothers! 

Kitia is the most smoochable, hunky 
marmalade tabby with green eyes, and his 
brother Czarus is the sleekest black short-
hair with golden eyes. 

They are siblings with unique features 
yet bonded personalities. 

Both of these sweethearts are with a 
foster family for Montreal SPCA cattery, 
looking to be placed together as that is the 
only life they have ever known. 

They are nine years young, quite 
healthy, up to date with their inoculations, 
neutered and microchipped. 

Kitia was born a big guy and is presently 
a bit round so is on a slimming program 
and diet, which is also targetting urinary 
issues. Czarus is a smaller fellow overall 
and is doing quite well, having had dental 
work at the shelter. 

These affectionate fellows are both clas-
sified as seniors so their new family is eli-
gible for the humanitarian reduced rate on 
adoption. 

Please refer to the Montreal SPCA 
 website at www.spca.com, selecting Kitia’s 
information page by his identification 
number 49427303 and Czarus’ information 
page by his identification number 
49427334, then please click on the “Fill out 
the form” button to access the adoption 
counsellor information form in order to 
apply for their adoption. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne 

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)

(Pro dly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

* Personal & corporate tax returns * Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions * Planning in family income tax
* Consultation-Business organiational structure
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B

Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

* Personal & corporate tax returns 
* Tax consultation in home and car deductions 
* Consultation-Business organizational structure 
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries 

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping 
* Planning in family income tax 
* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries 
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports
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Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

We compound medication for your pet 
Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes, 

liquids, creams). It s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food! 

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI 
Pharmacy  

5025 Sherbrooke W. (between Claremont & Grey) Suite 102 
(ground floor entrance) H4A 1S9 – 514 484 2222

Westmount come celebrate April with us! 
To commemorate our 30 years of incorporation 

we are o ering our 3.0% appreciation rate. 
Imagine on a 1.5 million home 3.0% vs 5.0% 

you would save over $30,000 
Limited time o er for the month of April only 

Call for a free evaluation 
514-457-7001 – Mario Mammone 

AEO Mammone Real Estate Agency

Indig: Will best treatments be covered? – Hamilton: Who will do the work? 

Local dentists skeptical about federal Liberal-NDP dental plan 
By Jennifer Ball 

Federal dental care is in the works. But 
is it a good idea? 

The Liberal and NDP agreement to roll 
out a countrywide, income-based dental-
care program has the goal of benefitting a 
third of Canadians, but two Westmount 
dentists – Dr. Douglas Hamilton and Dr. 
Jeffrey Indig – believe the plan is fraught 
with challenges. Their assessment was in-
fluenced by past experience with govern-
ment-run dental programs and due to the 
fact that there is an acute shortage of 
heath-care workers across dental practices 
in Quebec. 

Both professionals run their practices – 
which are not associated – out of West-
mount Square and have informed them-
selves about the scope of the proposed fed-
eral government dental plan. It targets 

families with an annual income of less 
than $90,000, with no co-payments requir -
ed for anyone making less than $70,000 a 
year. Coverage would start with children 
under 12 years old in 2022; expand to those 
under 18, seniors and persons with dis -
abilities in 2023; and reach full implemen-
tation by 2025. 

“As a doctor, I do not trust that the gov-
ernment would really fund it properly or 
maintain the funding over time because 
there is going to be pressure for budget 
cuts,” Dr. Hamilton said. “Can the govern-
ment come up with a plan? Sure, they can 
come up with a plan. Will it work? Who 
the hell knows? Bureaucrats often get this 
wrong. They should be listening to the pro-
fessional groups who know how dentistry 
is run.” 

What does industry group say? 

The professional group in this case is 
the Canadian Dental Association and the 
spokeswoman Zelda Burt had this to say: 
“The single best way to quickly improve 
oral health and increase access to dental 
care is to invest in, and enhance, existing 
provincial and territorial dental programs.” 

“I concur,” Dr. Indig said after digesting 
Burt’s statement. “[Patients] do not want 
to go to the dentists for obvious reasons: 
the pain, the discomfort, the needles and 
everything related to the dental experience 
– but a stumbling block has always been 
the cost.” 

“The government programs do not save 
teeth via root canals. [It pays for] extrac-
tions, and they lead to dentures because 
nothing more than that is covered. You 
cannot do crowns, bridges or implants on 
the provincial programs,” Dr. Indig said. 

For the most part, dental disease is a be-
havioural disease, according to Dr. Hamil-
ton. Brushing, flossing, cleanings, the 
right type of toothpaste, following through 
on the recommendations of the doctors are 

all the behaviours that limit dental disease. 
“We do not want a federal program that 
has no personal responsibility because 
then people do not engage in the behav-
ioural changes. They stay sick all the time 
and they need too much care.” 

When the ink dries on the agreement, 
it could deliver the largest expansion of 
 Canada’s public health care system in dec-
ades. Could practices handle that, es-
pecially considering that these patients 

would have had limited, if any, dentistry in 
the past? 

“The answer is: they absolutely cannot,” 
Dr. Hamilton said. “I don’t care what kind 
of program they put together. It is going to 
be meaningless for prevention because 
there is nobody to do it.” 

The Independent reached out to Dr. 
Brenda Puchinger several times during the 
week of March 21, but she was unable to 
participate in the article.

Dr. Jeffrey Indig, co-owner of Dental Care 
Westmount Square, on March 30.

Dr. Douglas Hamilton, owner of Westmount Dental Care in Westmount Square, on March 25.
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Westmount Park United Church 

FAITH IN NATURE 
PROGRAMME 

JESUS 
GREEN 

The Jesus of history 
meets ecology 

Five Wednesday 
evening workshops 

For the curious 
as much as 

the Christian. 
27 April – 25 May 

For info. and registration: 

westmountparkuc@videotron.ca

Westmount Park United Church 

FAITH IN NATURE 
PROGRAMME 

EARTH WALK 
on a 

CHARTRES LABYRINTH 

10-20 mins walking meditation 
between 1.30-3.30pm every Sunday 

WILD CHURCH 
A walk to Summit Woods 
to share in a love of nature 

Every first Sunday of the Month 
(3 April) 

9 am from church door 
All Free events – just turn up at church 

4695 blvd de Maisonneuve West 
www.westmountparkuc.org

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Overheard 
Young man, loudly, into his cell-

phone, Sherbrooke west of Clare-
mont, April 7 at 11:45 am: 

“These people are millionaires … I 
don’t speak to people who work for 
other people … It’s a different way of 
thinking.”

Police Report 

Fraud continues to be perpetrated in Westmount, say local police 
By Martin C. Barry 

Although no car thefts or household 
burglaries were perpetrated in Westmount 
recently, fraud artists continue to be active 
on the local scene, according to a spokes-
person for the Montreal police depart-
ment’s Station 12. 

In the first of two recent local fraud 
cases, the owner of retail business located 
on St. Catherine St. filed a criminal com-
plaint at the Stanton St. station on April 7, 
claiming that an unknown suspect cashed 
cheques that had been issued fraudulently 
under the company’s name. 

The cheques were issued between 
March 22 and April 5. Although Station 12 
community relations officer Adalbert 
 Pimentel declined to reveal the amounts 
on the cheques, he said they were “sub-
stantial.” 

He said the station’s forensic detectives 
are investigating a variety of factors, includ-
ing the dates and times when the cheques 
were cashed. 

Fraudulent loan 

In a second recent local fraud case, an 
upper Westmount resident filed a com-
plaint on April 4, alleging that someone re-

cently made a fraudulent application for a 
loan at a bank branch while using his 
identity. 

Again, the amount requested by the 

suspect was “substantial,” said Pimentel, 
while adding that the sum obtained ended 
up being used by the suspect to purchase 
a vehicle.

Stalin were building on the legacy left by 
the former Russian empire established by 
the imperial tsars, Serbyn said Stalin in 
particular came to realize that empires are 
notoriously difficult to control, while “his-
tory has shown that empires tended to fall 
apart.” 

‘Homogenize the population 
into Russians’ 

As the successor to the centralized 
power system that was overseen by Stalin 
and those who came immediately after 
him, “Putin wanted to bring back all the 
lost republics after the [Soviet Union’s] 
break-up of 1991, and also homogenize the 
population into Russians,” he said, adding 
that this is the main goal of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine. 

Serbyn said he has no doubt that the 
Russian leader’s actions amount to geno-
cide, because Putin “wants to destroy 
Ukraine as an independent state,” as he as-

serts that Ukrainians are not a distinct 
people. 

He maintained that Putin would like to 
put the Soviet empire back together under 
Kremlin rule, as well as under one unified 
state and one people. He referred to the 
Russification of the non-Russian minor-
ities in the Russian Federation as “a geno-
cide, according to the United Nations con-
vention – it’s a genocide of these groups.” 

While acknowledging he was mistaken 
in initially believing Putin wouldn’t dare 
take on all of Ukraine, Serbyn said he also 
“never believed that Putin would want to 
start a Third World War or use nuclear 
weapons. Because if he used nuclear 
weapons, then there would be nuclear 
weapons used from the other side. 

“Unless its nuclear weapons were only 
used against Ukraine – which is possible. 
But what kind of a morality would there 
be? Where would United Nations be if it 
allowed Putin to bomb or to destroy 
Ukraine with nuclear weapons? And if it 
touched the NATO countries, then there 
would be riposte from the NATO coun-
tries. So, I do not believe that Putin wanted 
the destruction of civilization.”

Rotary, cont’d from p. 19

The partnership with Selwyn was an 
important component in helping some 
seniors to become sufficient in computer 
abilities to assist them with online experi-
ence during the pandemic (see story June 
8, 2021, p. 12). 

In returning to pre-pandemic program-
ming, the centre, based at Westmount Park 
United Church at Lansdowne and de Mai-
sonneuve, is already preparing to hold its 
craft-and-bake sale during the city’s Family 
Day, Saturday, May 28.

Contactivity, cont’d from p. 1

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

– Call –

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Classified in the 
INDEPENDENT 

Why list your goods (or services) on 
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 

websites when you can list (and sell) 
locally? 

Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally



Heurtel blames nationalism for Quebec’s anti-immigration bias 
By Martin C. Barry 

Former Quebec Liberal Immigration 
minister David Heurtel told the Rotary 
Club of Westmount on March 9 that some 
political leaders “are trying to use immi-
gration as a wedge, as a dividing issue,” 
while “making it into a problem and a false 
debate around the preservation of Quebec 
culture.” 

“It is not,” insisted Heurtel during the 
Rotarians’ weekly webcast, noting that 
Que bec’s two largest employers’ groups, 
the Conseil du Patronat and the Fédération 
des chambres du commerce du Québec, 
advocate raising the province’s quota for 
immigrants to over 65,000 applicants, al-
though the CAQ government set a ceiling 
of 40,000 when first elected in 2018. 

While pointing out that the government 
has been courting the nationalist vote, he 
said it “has very discreetly and without a lot 
of fanfare actually put in place measures 
to try to raise the ceiling,” although not in a permanent way. 

Still, he said the new measures suggest 
“that economically speaking, if we want to 
continue to be able to pay for all the gov-
ernment’s services we have, which in-
cludes health care and the education sys-
tem, which includes daycare – you name 
it – well, we’re going to need to absolutely 
invest in immigration.” 

Desperate for miners 

Heurtel, who now serves as counsel at 
the Fasken law firm on government and 
related issues, noted that labour shortages 
in Quebec have grown so acute that min-
ing companies with operations in Abitibi-
Témiscamingue are now willing to hire 
workers without any experience. 

“They will fly you in, give you a place to 
live, start you off at $80,000 a year and train 
you even if you’re never worked in the min-
ing sector,” he said. 

“And so, this is getting to the point 
where if we don’t address it seriously, this 
will affect our capacity, our financial capac-

ity to maintain what has been called the 
‘Quebec model,’ the social safety net that 
we are so proud of in Quebec, and that 
we’ve seen over the past two years perform 
admirably in horrible, horrible circum-
stances.” 

He said “this is one of those sleeping 
crises that we are not paying nearly enough 
attention to … Of all the many solutions we 
have and the key solution to the entire 
problem that we have with a labour short-
age and all the consequences that it brings 

is immigration.” 
Heurtel maintained that the current 

federal and provincial immigration sys-
tems are “completely antiquated,” having 
been developed during the 1970s, 1980s 
and 1990s, “at a time when in Quebec and 
the rest of Canada there was high unem-
ployment. And so, the mindset of our sys-
tem was to put a lot of obstacles to bringing 
immigration … So, we have to transform 
this. But the problem right now is that 
there’s no political will to do this.”

Former Quebec Liberal Immigration Minister 
David Heurtel addressed the Westmount Ro-
tarians on March 9 on Quebec’s labour shortage 
and immigration problems.
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Weeding & Yard Work 

Garden cleaning, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleanup, Raking 
Leaves. Text / Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Cleaning / Housekeeping 

Westmount/NDG area: Reliable & thorough, I am available for 
cleaning and/or housekeeping at your home or office. References 
available, please call Karen 438.229.1173. 

Dog Walker Available 

Responsible and loving, Westmount area. One-on-one solo walks 
allow me to focus on your pet. Website: edebuss.wixsite.com/my-
site, or Elise 438-837-0083 or edebuss@gmail.com. 

Cleaner Available 

Safe Spring Cleaning, 15 years of experience. Marie 514-713-
9367. 

Antique Chinese Art Wanted 

Porcelain, jade, bronze, snuff bottles, censers, Buddha figures, 
silver, ceramics, furniture. Provenance Ex: Gurrie Gallery. 514 
944 4919. 

Piano Tuning 

Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449. 

Language Instruction 

French, English, Spanish, private classes, all levels to speak 
fluently. 514-951-9119. 

For Sale 

Oriental rugs, quality table, dining set, ornaments, paintings & 
more… 514-951-9119.

Classified in the INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

a perfect lead-in to our second principle: 
Supporting the Canadian Constitution as 
the bedrock of the federal system. 

Bilingualism is a preeminent principle, 
with guarantees for full linguistic rights 
for the two recognized official language 
minorities of Canada: The English-speak-
ing minority of the province of Quebec, 
and the French-speaking minority living 
outside Quebec. We reject coercive lan-
guage legislation, and favour promoting 
both official languages in both the public 
and private spheres. 

Educational freedom of choice is more 
than a cliché. We support the notion that 
every Quebec resident, regardless of 
mother tongue, has the inalienable right 
to educational choice from daycare to 
CEGEP and university studies. 

Quebec’s economy should always be 
examined within the context of the global 
one. Prosperity for all can happen by re-
imagining the role of the state, investing 
in the health and well-being of all Que-
becers, and by removing constraints to la-
bour mobility, entrepreneurship, and capi-
tal investment. 

Finally, our principles’ document em-
braces the notions of rapprochement and 
reconciliation, which underscore a belief in 
unity of purpose and social cohesion. In 
particular, reconciliation between Indigen-
ous peoples (First Nations, Inuit, Métis) in 
Quebec and non-indigenous Quebecers 

has to include better access to healthcare, 
education, and economic opportunities. 

Building a political party is not an over-
night venture. You need supporters, fund-
ing, organizational structure, discipline 
and ideas. So far, Quebecers from different 
backgrounds have responded in an over-
whelmingly positive way, offering to vol-
unteer, run as candidates and donate to the 
new party. We wanted to be sure this was 
something people desired and needed. 
Within the current political context, this 
party could change the political landscape 
of Quebec. It will give a voice to the voice-
less. 

These principles would serve as the bed-
rock for a new party, if established. We 
hope they will resonate with all Quebecers 
who share our vision of a future that is in-
clusive, fair, prosperous, and ensures 
everyone’s dignity. 

If we move forward, they will provide a 
bold, forward-looking, federalist vision for 
Quebec that encourages a renaissance to 
make our province a major economic, cul-
tural, and language-rights hub of Canada 
and North America. 

Colin Standish is the spokesperson for the 
Exploratory Committee on Political Options, 
which was formed in November 2021 to in-
vestigate the viability of a new federalist, 
rights-driven provincial party to contest the 
2022 Quebec election. To learn more about it, 
go to exploratorycommittee.ca.

Guest column, cont’d from p. 9
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Maundy Thursday,  April 14, 6:00 p.m. 
Service of Tenebrae, with Holy Communion 

Good Friday, April 15, 11:00 a.m 
Service of Words and Music 

Good Friday, April 15, 7:30 p.m. 
Choral Service presenting “Messiah” by Handel 

Easter Sunday, April 17, 8:30 a.m. 
Morning “Sonrise” Service 

Easter Sunday, April 17, 11:00 a.m. 
Festive Holy Communion, with brass, organand choir 

Masks are presently 
required for our services

Easter Services

Postcard from Rome #3: City is a Caravaggio 

One cannot visit Rome without going 
to the opera. It doesn’t have to be an ex-
pensive formal production. 

Look locally. La Traviata is held every 
Saturday at the Chiesa di San Paolo entro 
le Mura. The first non-Catholic church in 
Rome, it is an amusing and amazing mix 
of Romanesque and Gothic. Columns are 
a mix of styles and coloured marbles. The 
mosaics by English pre-Raphaelite artist 
Edward Burne-Jones are inspired by those 
in Ravenna. 

Speaking of churches, Piazza Navona’s 
Sant’Agnese in Agone, with its undulating 
convex-concave façade, has artist Borromi-
ni’s final touch. Inside, the polychrome 
décor boasts altars, paintings, sculptures 
and a frescoed cupola. During this time, 
artists’ homework – or goal – was to com-
municate the power of the church in order 
to counter theses nailed to a door by a man 
called Luther. 

The psychological magnetism of the art 
answered this challenge with theatrical 
works that impress and grab the viewer 
with their drama. And there is a drama on 

every street. 
Rome is a Cara -

vag gio. There are 
echoes of his famed 
chiaroscuro. From 
deep darkness one 
emerges into light: al-
leys grazed by graffiti 
lead into the salvation 
of sunlit piazzas an-
chored by churches: 
the profane and the 
sacred. 

Goal-less meand -
er ing is a delight. 
From the urbane chic 
of designer shops on 
Via del Condotti to 
plastic flowers seen 
in a colourful look-
at-me arch at the en-
trance of a pizzeria. 

Plastic is some-
times even a trompe 
l’oeil. One hedge is so 
perfectly and precisely 
pruned that it looks 
plastic. And it is. 

Every block jump 

City Views 

Veronica Redgrave

Everywhere in Rome, darkness leads to light: the Pantheon. continued on p. 26

Join us for Spring Programs at Contactivity Centre 
In-person and online programs to nourish the mind, body, soul. 

A Walk in the Park for those with or without walking aids. Slow-paced walk 
in Westmount Park. – Instructor: Angelina Hum, Tuesdays, 10:00-12:00 
April 12th to August 30th. Free for Members 

Line Dancing (In Person) – Instructor: Linda Chou, Tuesdays, 1:00-2:30 
from April 19th to June 7th – Cost: $56 Mem / $64 Non-Members 

Journalism & the Indigenous Clean Energy Project (Online) – Presented by: 
Aphrodite Salas, Thursday, May 26th from 1:30-2:30 pm, Free for Members 

A Journey of Awakening and the Alchemy of Love (Online) – Presented by: 
Lianne Bridges, Thursday, April 14th from 1:30-2:30 pm, Free for Members 

What’s your Story? StoryScapes Workshop (Online) 
Presented by: Patti Warnock, Wednesdays, 10:00-12:00 
from May 4th to May 25th, Free for Members 

Express Yourself through Voice and Rhythm! with Naoko Funahashi (Online) 
Voice Thursdays, 11:00-11:45, May 5th to June 2nd 
Sound & Rhythm Fridays, 11:00-11:45, May 6th to June 3rd 
Cost: $30 Member / $34 Non-Member 

More information, 
full list of courses, 

& registration available at 
contactivitycentre.org 

See you soon!
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Happy Easter! 
Illustration: Bruce Roberts.

Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

WESTMOUNT ADJ. 
1700 DOCTEUR PENFIELD #37 
Extremely bright 2,217 square foot, 
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo. Oversized 
windows with southern and eastern 
exposures. High ceilings, beautiful wood 
floors and a French country style kitchen. 
MLS 27834975. $1,195,000

INTRODUCING
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Remembering Boris Brott (1944-2022) 

I met Boris Brott many years ago. 
My PR firm had created Word Power, a 

campaign reading to children in libraries 
across Canada. 

Boris was one of my readers. He invited 
me to his home in Hamilton, where I also 
met his wife, lawyer Ardyth Webster. 

Fast forward to Montreal and years later. 
I ran into Boris again at one of his black-
tie fundraisers for the Orchestre Classique 
de Montréal, where he was artistic director 
and conductor. 

And a mere two years ago, he conducted 

“A Viennese Afternoon” at Westmount’s 
Victoria Hall. Once again, I had the pleas-
ure of chatting with this charming man. 
We shared out favourite Italian stories. An 
ardent Italophile like myself, Brott was also 
guest conductor at some of Italy’s finest 
opera houses. 

Much has been written about his con-
tribution to music. I will simply say he was 
also special in many other ways. 

We will miss you.

City Views 

Veronica Redgrave

starts a conversation, be it colossal ancient 
walls protecting flee ing popes, or crumbling 
ancient arches just discovered during dig-
ging for the Metro. 

To the harmonious elegance of the 
Greek architectural orders the Romans 
added marketing muscle, communicating 
imperial supremacy. Today, re-cycled col-
umns with powerful Corinthian capitals 
tell the tale. The magnificently massive 
Caracalla baths (216 AD) reach for the sky. 
One of its columns was once shipped to 
Florence. A small gift to Cosimo de’Medici 
from the pope. 

Streets are a fugue of point and counter-

point: contrasts are everywhere. Look away 
from your phone’s GPS. In fact, sometimes 
these directions don’t work, as the city 
centre is confusing even to high tech. Map 
mis-readings mean meanderings – and 
discoveries. Follow or cross routes as they 
come up. One of Rome’s bridges, Ponte 
Rotto (Ponte Emilio), is the oldest stone 
bridge in Rome (2nd century BC). 

And, of course, there is the food. 
Enough to mention that the artichokes are 
the size of grapefruits and are offered à la 
Romana (steamed with mint) or the 
 centuries-old recipe alla giudia (crisply 
fried).

Rome #3, cont’d from p. 24

tares. 
Neault has also worked in Repentigny, 

l’Assomption, St. Donat, St. Amable and 
the city of Montreal’s Lachine borough. 

He will work with assistant Urban Plan-
ning director Nathalie Jodoin, an architect, 
and report to Larue, who joined the city 
from Terrebonne to head the Urban Plan-
ning department in October 2020 (see 
story, September 29, 2020, p. 10).

Neault, cont’d from p. 1

▶Boris Brott congratulates soprano Aline Kutan 
at what we described as a “standing-room only” 
audience in Victoria Hall for “A Viennese After-
noon” February 16, 2020. The event was covered 
in our March 3, 2020 issue, the second-to-last 
one before the first COVID shutdown. The audi-
ence was more than appreciative of the concert 
and its standing ovation elicited a stirring en-
core.

• New construction & remodeling 
• Dedicated project management 
• Architectural design services

Lakeshore Construction 
would like to wish all its 
customers a happy Easter 
and a happy Passover

514 683-8306 
www.lakeshoreconstruction.com 
info@lakeshoreconstruction.ca 
RBQ: 8347-1839-02

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 

am to be considered for publication 
the following week. 

email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com
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Saint-Donat
107 CH. COUTU, LAC ARCHAMBAULT

Mont-Tremblant
6896 RIVE DU LAC-TREMBLANT, 

LAC TREMBLANT-NORD

$4,650,000 $3,295,000

Golden Square Mile
PORT-ROYAL, APT. 2801

South-West
1690 GRAND TRUNK

Tremblant Region | La Conception
CH. DES RÊVEURS, LAC-XAVIER

Montreal-West 
236 STRATHEARN AV. N.

Tremblant Region | La Conception
CHIC SHACK PROJECT: REVENUE PROPERTY

Westmount Adjacent
4709 VICTORIA AV.

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

$2,950,000 + QST/GST

3 SOLD
4 LEFT

LOTS FROM $150 000 TO $250 000

NEW NEW

NEWNEW

CALL US FOR MORE UNITS

$2,395,000

SOLD SOLD

Tremblant Region | Arundel
72 ROUTE DE CRYSTAL FALLS

$3,295,000 + QST/GST

NEW

2373 feet367 acres

$895,000
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Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency 
1303 Greene Avenue , suite 500. Westmount Qc H3Z 2A7

TANIA KALECHEFF 
Chartered Real Estate Broker. B.Arch. 
Christie’s International Real Estate Luxury Specialist 

Kalecheff.com | 514-992-6413

$3,300,000  $729,000 | $3,900/m* $749,000 

WESTMOUNT ADJ • 2333 SHERBROOKE W #805 OLD MONTREAL • 405 NOTRE DAME E. PH406 OLD MONTREAL • 859 DE LA COMMUNE E

INTRODUCING

$649,000  $549,000 | $2,900/m* $3,900/m*

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE • 1455 SHERBROOKE W APT 512 PLATEAU • 73 ST CUTHBERTOLD MONTREAL • 405 NOTRE DAME E. RC4

INTRODUCING

$3,800/m* $4,800/m*

WESTMOUNT • 616 VICTORIA ATWATER MARKET • 2237 STE. CUNEGONDEWESTMOUNT • 318 GROSVENOR

SOLD**

*Furnished rental  **In collaboration


