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District 1’s D’Amico joined by Aronson, Roux

All three new councillors vote
against re-design of Lexington Ave.

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council’s three newly elected coun-
cillors voted March 21 against a city plan
to re-configure Lexington and a small part
of Devon during road reconstruction this
summer. They cited their concerns with
the consultation process as well as resi-
dents’ preference for the status quo rather
than less parking, proposed wider side-
walks and more green spaces.

“Residents were vehemently against it
and want a minimalist approach,” Coun-
cillor Antonio D’Amico told the Indepen-
dent. This is the feedback he had received
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from residents after the plan was unveiled
March 10. He represents District 1, where
Lexington is located, and is also the city’s
finance commissioner.

It is rare at council meetings that any
councillors vote against a motion. In this
case, however, both Elisabeth Roux of Dis-
trict 2 and Matt Aronson of District 7 join-
ed D’Amico, who had announced his vot-
ing intentions at the start of the meeting.

‘Loved the design ... not the process’

Councillor Aronson, whose commis-
sionership includes citi-

zen engagement, said he  continued on p. 5

City to host Ukraine rally
Thursday, March 31 at 5 pm,
see p. 6

In-person council is back, again

The ducks are back!

As seen on the roof of Westmount recreation centre around noon March 25.

Hybrid work policy adopted
as city emerges from pandemic

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

As many work places, including the city,
start to bring back their employees to the
office setting rather than working from
home during the pandemic, city council
March 21 adopted a policy referred to as
“telework.”

It was the first council session of the
year that was open to in-person attendance

(as well as online) since the hybrid format
had been introduced in December before
the outbreak of Omicron variant. Only one
member of the public attended the session
in person, however.

The city’s “first” first in-person meeting
(with video) was November 15 of last year,
after a much longer hiatus that began on
March 13, 2020 (see No-
vember 23, 2021, p. 1).

continued on p. 3
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Hockey enrollment up

Female registration for city’s
soccer program ‘healthy’

By JENNIFER BALL

Registration for the city’s spring soccer
commenced March 15 and the numbers
reported by Sports & Recreation sports co-
ordinator Alyssa Sherrard are very healthy,
according to her standards: over 200 girls
have registered already.

The city’s soccer program is hard to
compare with previous years, she said, be-
cause COVID forced modifications to play
last year: only drills and structured skill-
building exercises were permitted. The
2020 season was cancelled altogether.

Sherrard is a retired hockey player who
was a forward (#11) for the Montréal Cana-
dienne’s women'’s league in the 2016/2017
seasons. After retiring from professional
hockey, she wanted to share her passion
for competition and she has been working
to grow the enrollment of female athletes
for the past three years at the Westmount
recreation centre.

Speaking of hockey, the fall-winter
hockey season stats that Sherrard shared
would appear to be trending up.

“For girls in hockey, in 2019, we had 21
girls playing inter-city hockey, in 2022 we

Remembering
Andy Durso

Well-known Sherbrooke St. notary
and Rotarian Andy Durso died March
22. He was the longest serving member
of the Rotary Club of Westmount,
which met weekly in person at Victoria
Hall in pre-COVID times and which is
meeting online at present. The Indepen-
dent hopes to have more coverage of his
life next week.

now have 27 girls. In 2019, we had a total
of 68 girls playing hockey (including rec-
reational and instructional). In 2022, we
have 75 girls and, for the women’s pro-
gram, we had 39 women playing hockey
in 2019 compared with 40 women in 2022.”

Sherrard believes that the pandemic
had an impact on all types of sports, in part
because Sports and Recreation needed to
cap its registration at a very low number,
as mandated by the provincial government,
which created a demand.

“We filled our registrations, we did have
to deny a lot of people and a lot of people
stayed on the waiting list.”

Before the pandemic, Sherrard shared
that they had a hard time even running
their girls’ programs because they needed
aminimum of 10 participants. Sometimes
they needed to shut it down or make the
programs co-ed.

“Once [they] get out again, see [their]
friends and start socializing again, they are
going to find the love for the sport again.”

As reported earlier, the inter-city West-
mount Soccer Club —which is not affiliated
with the city’s program — has been experi-
encing a significant drop in girls register-
ing for the under 12 (U-12) and U-16 divi-
sions (see March 22, p. 1).

Sherrard offered up a theory as to why
that could be happening: “We tend to see
a drop with the U-12 to U-16 groups, but I
do not think it is necessarily because the
girls drop out of sports, I think they gear
more to playing for their school at that age
or for a different association.”

Last fall, Westmount launched its first
all girls’ hockey team, becoming the first
one at the novice (under 9) level in the East-
ern Hockey League (see story November
9, 2021, p. 5).

Telework work at city, cont’d from p. 1

According to the telework policy resol-
ution moved by Councillor Jeff Shamie,
“telework has become a must in the offer
of working conditions to employees.” This,
it states, allows flexibility in the work-
family balance and “an attractiveness in
the context of labour shortage.”

It also refers to teleworking as helping
reduce greenhouse gas emissions —one of
the city’s initiatives — since vehicles are
“one of the largest contributors in Quebec.”

Though the policy went without com-
ment at the meeting, Mayor Christina
Smith told the Independent that employees
would be offered the option of working re-
motely one or two days a week if their work
allows for it.

Among many criteria to be used by a
manager in analyzing a request for tele-
working are that the employee be working
from home using their own equipment at
their own expense. This includes high
speed internet, voice mail and other tools.
The city provides only a laptop computer.

Employees must also have a dedicated
work space accessible on 24-hour notice to
the employer to verify security. They must
also ensure confidentiality of information.

The employee also must be able to pro-
vide quality work independently, be able to
provide the same level of customer satis-
faction at a distance and be able to travel
to the work location “within a reasonable
time on the same day if necessary.”

Many ‘Sports and Rec’ programs already full
First separate spring registration attracts

pre-pandemic levels,

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

As the city’s Sports and Recreation pro-
grams are set to emerge from pandemic
restrictions, some were already filled or at
maximum capacity last week and attracting
waiting lists. This was only one week after
the spring registration opened for West-
mount residents March 15. Most programs
start at the end of April.

“People are anxious to get back to in-
person activities again,” said department
director Dave Lapointe.

The new youth flag football was full,
with 80 participants. Youth tennis was al-
ready filled with 235 while adult tennis had
271. Soccer remained on par with pre-pan-
demic levels after a week with a total of 530
youth (315 boys and 215 girls) and was ex-
pected to remain open this week depend-
ing on the number of coaches available.

“It’s exciting to see,” said Andrew Mais-
lin, the department’s operations manager.
“We're getting back to pre-pandemic levels
and people are wanting to get back out
there.” In some of the other youth programs,
he said, computer coding was “maxed out”
at 30, and drama was full at 24, cycling at

waiting lists

20 and karate at 40. Certain levels were also
full for ballet and break dance.

It’s the first year the city has held a
separate spring registration to be followed
by one for the summer. This program’s
summer booklet is in the process of
preparation to be available in early April.
Included will be registration for summer
camps, aqua fitness and a full range of
swimming lessons.
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Lexington, cont’d from p. 1

“loved the design as a model for how a
street should be done but not the process
around it.” Only the residents who were
able to tune in to the online consultation
presentation got to see the final plan.

“It’s a beautiful plan but not what
people want,” according to Roux. This was
based in part on results of a survey com-
pleted by 44 people. She said that repre-
senting Westmount residents and their tax
dollars “is why I ran in the election.”

The new design was prepared by the
city after the survey had been sent to 278
addresses in a large neighbouring area (see
story February 8, p. 12). Of those who com-
pleted it, 49 percent reported “satisfaction”
with the street’s current design, 29 percent
were dissatisfied and 62 percent were
against removing parking to allow for
an array of suggested traffic-calming
measures.

The new “final” configuration was pres-
ented for the first time to residents at a
Zoom consultation meeting March 10.

It was then approved last week by five
of eight councillors, enabling it to go di-
rectly to tender in time for the work to take
place this summer.

D’Amico, in his role as finance commis-
sioner, also said that he had been unable
to obtain from the city the “incremental”
cost differences between the current and
proposed designs. Given residents’ satis-
faction with the status quo, however, any
savings from retaining it could be well
used on infrastructure needs in other sec-
tions of the city, he suggested.

While it was not shown at the council
meeting, Councillor Conrad Peart, com-
missioner of urban planning and infra-

An illustration from the city’s presentation of March 10, looking north on Lexington to its intersection with Sunnyside.

structure, described the new design as
undertaken “to fit today’s needs.” It would
reduce speeding and “create a safer,
greener and nicer street.”

The re-design is the result of a new city
approach to streets up for reconstruction.
Each new design is to be developed by a
team from various city departments, he ex-
plained. “This is something never done be-
fore.”

Peart was thanked during the meeting
by questioner Conor Sampson of Grosve-
nor for the initiative to re-design roads.

Lexington was last reconstructed 40
years ago but the sewers and water mains
were renewed in 2020 and 2021. Mayor
Christina Smith told the Independent that
design changes had been discussed with
some residents over those last two years.
She understood that this is the third
summer that many will be faced with work
disruptions.

Narrower intersections are designed to
improve crossing and walkability while ad-
ditional greening is hoped to be better for
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water retention. “Every time a street is re-
done, it needs to be improved,” she said.
The new plan can be accessed on the city’s
“engage” website under engage.westmount.
org/en/, “See our latest projects,” “Lexington
and Devon: safer, greener, nicer!” and then
the blue box at bottom right that says: “Con-
sult the presentation document.”
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City’s historic incinerator
set for demo hearing April 5
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By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A city demolition hearing is set to take
place Tuesday, April 5, at4 pm the day after
the next council meeting. Unusually, it will
consider applications related to four prop-
erties, one being the city’s former inciner-
ator building rising behind the Hydro
Westmount power station on Glen Rd.

The other three demo requests are for
detached garages at the rear of 1 Murray
and 665 Belmont, the latter already re-
moved, and endorsement of a previous
demolition at 45 Roxborough that exceeded
the permitted amount.

The city’s online information regarding
1 Murray, states that the garage, built in
1917 after the main house in 1905, shows
significant deterioration and mold. The
plan would be to replace it with vegetation.

A 1956 bungalow at 45 Roxborough, a
Category I1I house, went through a demo-
lition hearing June 17, 2019 to remove the
roof and add a second storey (see story
June 25, 2019, p. 5). The current applica-
tion is to endorse the 89.9 percent demo-
lition work already undertaken that ex-
ceeds the permitted amount.

Demolition of the garage behind 665
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Belmont is also after the fact. It had been
removed in December 2021 on an urgent
basis due to its structural condition. It is
to be replaced with a pool and landscaping.

Highly contaminated

The city’s former incinerator, a three-
storey building at 30 Bethune, was built in
1953 to transform waste into electricity (see
story June 19, 2018, p. 1). This enabled the
city to become the first in Canada, and re-
portedly in North America, to do this.

When this practice eventually ceased, it
was used as a warehouse but has been de-
scribed as highly contaminated by asbestos
and in unsafe structural condition for
municipal use. It has not been in use in
any way since at least 2011.

A replacement building is to be used for
industrial storage space for Hydro West-
mount.

City organizes
demonstration
for Ukraine

There will be a public demonstra-
tion in front of Westmount city hall
on Thursday, March 31 at 5 pm in
support of Ukraine, the city in-
formed the Independent by press re-
lease March 25. “The ongoing loss
of life is tragic. The city of West-
mount wishes to express its solidar-
ity with the Ukrainian people and all
those affected by this conflict world-
wide. Along with Mayor Christina
M. Smith and the Westmount city
council, let us unite our voices to
bring peace to this region.”
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THANK YOU, BRAVE
PuBLIC SECURITY OFFICERS
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I live right by the scene of that horrific
crime where a young woman was stabbed
early Sunday morning [March 20]. Earlier
today, I saw this heartbreaking token of
love and support attached to a postin front
of my building.

[ know everyone who has heard this ter-
rible story is devastated and wishing her
strength for a full recovery.

And a reminder to be grateful for our
brave and wonderful Public Security who
happened upon the scene and most pro-
bably saved her life. (See p.15 for story).

LynN CAPLAN, DE MAISONNEUVE BLvb.

INSANE AMOUNT OF DUST
FROM 500 CLAREMONT

As the long-awaited renovation work fi-
nally starts on 500 Claremont, workers
have been busy taking out the joints be-
tween the bricks on the exterior walls with
their disc grinders. There is absolutely no-
thing to catch the insane amount of dust
created that floats and hangs for a long
time and then collects on surrounding
properties.

It boggles the mind to witness such a
blatantly detrimental act of air pollution.
Needless to say, airborne particles do not
have any upside for the environment,
people with respiratory illnesses nor any-
one else for that matter.

Why is this even possible in 2022?

MARIO JANELLE, WINDSOR AVE.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DISAPPPOINTING FAIT
ACCOMPLI ON LEXINGTON

A survey from December 22 to January
14 was conducted by the city of Westmount
regarding the Lexington and Devon pro-
ject. On March 22, we were invited to a
Zoom meeting to see the results.

The questionnaire that was sent out was
ill worded and sent out at an inappropriate
time. There was no option to leave the
street configuration as it is.

The first slide we were shown was that
49 percent of the voters were satisfied with
the street and when asked if we would be
in favour or removing parking spaces,
there was a resounding 62.3 percent who
said “no.”

Then we were asked to classify the order
of importance of street lighting, on-street
parking, width of sidewalks, electric vehicle
charging stations and a bicycle route. On-
street parking came in second after street
lighting.

Then they continued with their presen-
tation and guess what? Our parking spaces
were reduced and wider sidewalks were in-
troduced, none of which we wanted. Plus,
they decided to plant 20 new trees. I am
appalled and super disappointed in the way
Westmount has handled this project since
they just pretended to want to get our
input, but it was already a fait accompli.

I have been living on Lexington just past
Shorncliffe for over 49 years, and my house
is 101 years old and was the first house built
on Lexington Ave. Increasing the sidewalk
size and removing parking spaces on the
east side of the street will be a disaster.

Yes, it’s true we cannot park on the east
side during the winter, but I can assure you
that everyone is happy when that restric-
tion is lifted on March 31. Gardeners will
all be required to park on the west side of
the street, which by the way has all the
driveways for the homes.

This gives us even fewer parking spots.
Yes, we all have driveways (not all of them
double width) but we can’t always be play-
ing musical cars when someone has to go
out. Where are cars going to park when
there is a major party (like Rosh Hashanah,
Yon Kipper, etc.)?

For at least the last 10 years, on Edgehill,
there has been one house after another that
has been under major construction. Park-
ing is only allowed on one side of the street,
but that matters little. While some workers
park on that side, they do so with big trucks
and extra wide pick-ups. Often times, they
also park illegally on the other side and on
the sidewalk. It narrows the road down to
one lane in most places. On Sydenham, it
is much the same, but mostly with land-
scapers. Itis one thing to slow down traffic,

it is quite another to make the drive feel
like an obstacle course. During the in-
formation session, the city claimed some-
one would be around to “educate” the con-
tractors. That is all nice, but it will do little.
Look at Edgehill and Sydenham. No one
does anything.

Narrowing Lexington is likely to end up
the same way. Will Public Security have to
Dbe called every day to correct the situation?

In the winter, the contractors leave
massive snow banks when they clear the
driveways. Right now, the roads are wide
enough that it does not matter. In the
winter, | have noticed on narrowed streets,
that there are often big blocks of ice on the
side of the roads. This narrows the road
even more. So, while the roads may be
“technically” wide enough for a car, with
that added obstruction, it makes it a one-
lane-at-a-time situation.

Lexington (between Shorncliffe and
Devon) is already quite narrow and I am
certainly not looking forward to having it
made narrower.

Lexington is nice, bright and airy, and
flowers can grow. By planting more trees,
there will be less sunshine. The flowers
that the city is planning to plant between
the new trees already look like weeds [in
its presentation]. All the leaves that will fall
in the autumn will end up coming to our
well manicured lawns and we will be pay-
ing our gardeners to rake them up — not
the city of Westmount’s Public Works.

Initially, Public Works will look like they
are taking care of the spaces but eventually,
that will disappear just like the flowers that
used to be planted annually in front of Ros-
lyn and The Boulevard going up the stairs
to Upper Roslyn.

The need to re-do the infrastructure is
understood especially after all the con-
struction work was done on Lexington last
year. Re-pave the road and re-do the side-
walks but please don’t narrow the road.
Add maybe speedbumps but leave it at that.

SHIRLEY CARREIRO, LEXINGTON AVE. AND
MicHAEL CARREIRO, LEXINGTON AVE.

DON’T GILD THE

LEXINGTON ‘LILY’

Open letter to District 1 city councillor
Antonio D’Amico

Stop the press! It is interesting that
every one of us who is affected by the pro-
posed [Lexington Ave.] changes and were
on the Zoom this evening [March 10], feel
that the city is gilding the lily in this case.

Without consulting with each other, we
each felt that the process has gone beyond
its mandate. All we want are new sidewalks
and properly paved roads. We are appreci-
ative of the simple beauty of the street and
require no embellishments. How lucky we

are to live on Lexington. Yes, we worked
hard to afford to do so and we do not need
any extras that we feel would be a waste of
people’s hard-earned money.

Our lovely homes do not need a dozen
more trees, flower beds that mostly turn
to weeds and bump-outs that become ha-
zards in winter, to add to the beauty of the
street. This wide sunny area draws lots of
people to walk here precisely because it is
wide and sunny. Some streets in West-
mount need greenery to spruce them up.
Lexington is not one of them. The archi-
tecture and present landscaping speak for
themselves.

For some reason, we could not get on
the Zoom at 5 pm so I called our neigh-
bour to send both of us the link.

After “raising my hand” from the begin-
ning of the question period and being ig-
nored, I realized you did not see me on the
Zoom. Why was the “chat” disabled? At
some point my “chats” were appearing
under Allen Rubin’s name.

Nobody from the southern portion of
Lexington was on the Zoom.

We on the northern portion of the street
are all of the same mind. It seems like
some change could be considered for the
busy corner of Lexington and Sunnyside
to stop those who may be speeding from
downtown at rush hour on their way to
Snowdon, Céte St. Luc or Hampstead, but
nobody speeds along Lexington Ave. to the
degree that this proposal implies.

Check our written answers to the survey.
We do not want bump-outs. As a past West-
mount garden award winner and weeder
par excellence, I discourage the city from
planting bump-outs where unnecessary.

While I'm at it, please have the city or
the Oratory put a fence up along the north-
east corner of Lexington and Devon so that
millions of fallen leaves and soiled masks
on the vacant weedy land don’t end up on
our front lawns in October, causing us to
endlessly bag them. This would be a better
use of taxpayers’ money.

Mr. D’ Amico, as our representative, we
are counting on you to convey our senti-
ments to the council and professionals at
city hall. In keeping with the spirit of this
consultative process, we who took the
trouble to try to respond on the Zoom
would like you to make sure that the re-
paving of sidewalks and roads on Lexing-
ton does not become an Urban Planning
make-work project. If our message was not
loud or clear enough on the Zoom tonight,
please set up another Zoom next week for
those of us copied on this email. Present
as well should be the city professionals
who need to “stop the press” and serve the
needs of the residents of Lexington Ave.

We await your response.

JEwEL & PAUL LOWENSTEIN,
LEXINGTON AVE.
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A 1! Citizen Cynthia
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CYNTHIA LULHAM

Westmount has been my home for over
35 years. It is a wonderful community of
dedicated caring citizens, is a place of out-
standing physical beauty and has a unique
architectural heritage. I have never wanted
to live anywhere else. I love Westmount!

I've been taking a much-enjoyed break
from municipal life since the election last
November. It’s still hard for me to believe
that I served for 26 years! For my son, Har-
ris, this is the first time in his life that his
mom is not on city council. I was pregnant
with him when I was first elected. He was
always my greatest supporter — attending
anti-merger rallies as a toddler, distributing
my election flyers, waiting patiently while
I answered questions ... I couldn’t have
done it without him!

It was truly an honour to serve and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank
the residents of Westmount and particularly
of District 7 for their support and encour-
agement, including following the sudden
death of my late husband Max Pompili
(2006) and Harris’ severe accident five years
ago. It is impossible to convey how much

Thank you, Westmounters — Let’s work on community building

you helped us heal and move forward.

Building community

Having been first elected in 1995 on a
platform of “building community,” I'm
proud of my accomplishments over the
years, starting with chairing the renovation
of Victoria Hall that included the addition
of the art gallery to promote and encourage
our local artists. It also returned Victoria
Hall to a community-centre use, after a
period as a rental hall. Other initiatives I
fostered included the creation of the two
public squares (Greene and Prince Albert);
the walking path at Summit Woods; creat-
ing garden walking tours; adding splash
pads, exercise equipment and table tennis
tables in parks; expanding the city’s com-
munity gardens; and refurbishing all the
playgrounds and dog runs. Creating spaces
for people to meet and interact is an im-
portant element in community building.

An important part of a community is
local business. In my role as commissioner
of economic development, I secured
budget funding for merchant support, in-
cluding holiday decorations on commercial
streets, the parkettes and street seating
during COVID and support funding for so-
cial media and creating merchant associ-
ations.

Resident Sampson: ‘We aren’t asking for a rocket ship’

Residents still bothered by Metro store’s
rooftop units, inspectors on the case

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Why does noise continue to emanate
from rooftop mechanical units at the
Metro grocery store a year after complaints
from nearby residents were registered with
the city? This was a question asked to city
council at the meeting March 21 by one of
those affected.

“Why has no work been done?” asked
Conor Sampson, a resident of Grosvenor.
He suggested the city administration was
not equipped to deal with noise.

Pointing out that it was April last year
when sound readings were registered
above the limit and early this year when a
permit was issued for the installation of
baffles around the units, he could not
understand, therefore, why Metro, a private
business, was not being fined or served
with an injunction.

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the right to

choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words

and submit before Friday 10 am to be consider-

ed for publication the following week. Email us
at: editor@westmountindependent.com

“We aren’t asking for a rocket ship, but
noise baffles.”

City director general Hadi Hakim said
“we did go through the process” and that
the city did have the legal tools to deal with
the issue. He said he would get back to
Sampson by the end of the week with a
timeline.

Inspectors had been working with
Metro last week, Mayor Christina Smith
said March 23.

Coiffure Jean John

4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount
514-486-6261

Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

All these initiatives were only possible
with the support of past councils including
mayors Peter Trent, Karin Marks and
Christina Smith, along with our city ad-
ministration, past and present. I have had
the pleasure of working with many tal-
ented and dedicated employees and direc-
tors general. It was always interesting and
sometimes challenging to work with the
various interest groups and citizens — but
in the end, the results were always positive
and rewarding.

Learning from COVID response

The COVID pandemic has brought new
challenges and highlighted the need for
community. Neighbours looked in on each
other, provided support services such as
shopping and snow shovelling... It has
brought out many of the benefits of living
in a close-knit community. Let’s not lose
this momentum but rather build on it!

Over the past two years, there were
enormous increases in the use of our parks
and green spaces. Remember that half our
population lives in apartments — many
without balconies. While the initial influx
in our parks caused many issues with gar-
bage, noise and the need for many more
benches and picnic tables, our Public
Works and Public Security departments ad-

justed services and last summer was much
smoother. The addition of the outdoor, re-
frigerated rink in Westmount Park and a
newly designed toboggan run at King
George (Murray) Park were positive addi-
tions resulting from the need to be out-
doors. How else can we use this opportun-
ity to community build?

During my time on council, we have
had several local newspapers. We are very
fortunate to have this newspaper that is
dedicated to local issues and offers resi-
dents the opportunity to comment on their
concerns and offer their opinions. Re-
search has shown that strong local journal-
ism builds social cohesion, encourages
political participation and can inform and
improve city council decision making.

Moving forward, I plan to use my years
of experience and city knowledge to con-
tribute a monthly column focused on com-
munity building — new initiatives by other
municipalities, individuals... I look forward
to sharing and hearing back on your
thoughts and experiences.

For now, I wish you all a Happy Spring!

Cynthia Lulham is the former city
councillor for District 7 (south of St.
Catherine from Glen Rd. to Hallowell).
She was in office from 1995 to 2021.

GRADE 12 IN QUEBEC

OBTAIN AN ONTARIO HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
IN A QUEBEC COLLEGE IN JUST 1 YEAR!

The only Grade 12 program in Montreal in a college environment.

Students are taught on-site by experienced college instructors and will have
additional learning support offered by the Ontario Virtual School.

Satisfies admission requirements to universities in Quebec, Canada, the USA,

and abroad.

FOR ALL THE DETAILS: grade-12
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i Tutor

PRIVATE COMPUTER TRAINING

MAC ¢ PC « iPAD * iPHONE
INTERNET ® EMAIL® FACETIME® ZOOM
SAVE PHOTOS ¢ CREATE ALBUMS

; » | COMPUTER ORGANIZATION
R :I UPDATES ano TRANSFERS

CALL CATHERINE

271 | 514.937.8267
é - CHOWICK@VIDEOTRON.CA

REMOTE SUPPORT AVAILABLE

WOOD FINISHING
DOORSFURNITURE*WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also -
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
*Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Postcards from Rome: Stage zero — Gettmg ready

City Views

VERONICA REDGRAVE

For the past five years, I have gone to
school in Florence to study Italian.

I love the ease of the city and always
took the road less travelled: March. Usually
fewer tourists. (Of course, I never consider
myself a tourist!)

And I loved the idea of homework
(again!) while immersing myself in a dif-
ferent culture.

All roads lead to Rome

This year, I decided to go to Rome. I
contacted Westmount’s VCD Travel and
talked to Tony Fragapane, general manager
of the VIP travel department.

Yes, I realize many people book online,
but I had a history with VCD. Pre-COVID,
on returning from Florence, the plane left
early — without me. I was not notified that
my flight’s departure date had been
changed to a day earlier! I had no option
but to buy a one-way return just to get
home.

Later, VCD Travel worked diligently on

my behalf, proving the air- [ I
line’s fault and I was fully | & =
refunded.

Therein lies the reason
why I booked again with
my trusted travel partner. |
Easy peasy.

Tony was more than
helpful, especially consider- |
ing the constant confusion |
about COVID travel require-
ments: type of mask, nec-
essary departure/arrival
tests, etc.

Readers will know that
restrictions have eased so
I was able to cancel my ap-
pointment at Diagnostics
Lilium in Alexis Nihon
Plaza.

Other helpful sources
included the Istituto Cul-
turale di Montreal located
downtown, where I refresh-
ed my Italian. Strangely,
with so many Italians living
in Montreal, there is no di-
rect flight Montreal-Rome.

But I'm hoping that Indie readers will
be moved to sigh vicariously through my
weekly reports, and that local businesses —

Tony Fragapane of VCD Travel on Victoria Ave.

Gentile, Vago, Bacaro and Donato among
others — will recall their bellissimo land. Stay
tuned!

LAMBERT.

ROOFING e CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE SPECIALISTS

7961 JONIS

CALL TODAY!

514-484-0646

9631 rhe Clement, LaSalle Qc H8R 4B4 « www.foyerlambert.com
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Postcard from Rome #1: Eternally busy

City Views

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Checking last-minute COVID restric-
tions, I was confident that my iiber-effi-
cient Quebec VaxiCode would work. Also,
I had to fill out a passenger location form.
This is a time-consuming effort whose
goal is to trace travellers in case of an ill-
ness on a flight. It makes sense, but here’s
a tip. Have all your travel and vaccine in-
formation on hand. It takes a bit of time
and automatically “clocks oft” quite quickly
so you have to start all over.

At the airport, all wore masks, but social
distancing was non-existent. Ditto the
flight. In-flight, we were informed that
proper masks (not cloth) must be worn at
all times except for eating and drinking. I
had to show my vaccine pass to check in.
So far, so good.

Flying to Rome via Zurich, I thought
perhaps I would have to show my docu-
ments again in Rome. Nope. Before de-
parting from Montreal Trudeau, I had my
suitcase “wrapped” for the very first time

Wishbone

in my life. A very effective system
that not only traces but helps with
delivery and covers insurance.
However, I realized, after almost
an hour of waiting for my luggage
at Rome’s airport, that I could not
roll it. Of course: the wheels were
wrapped!

[ am staying in a former con- ,
vent. Well, from the 1960s. Now, it
is a lovely hotel-residence, with |
kitchen et al. Located in a tranquil
embassy row area, it is far away
from the madding crowd. For ages, I have
gone to study Italian in Florence and
March is usually a quieter time. I thought
I'd be in luck.

But Rome is, after all, Rome.

The Spanish Steps were packed, com-
plete with smartly dressed polizia clearing
people from sitting on them. Sometimes
they give out tickets for this.

Yes, crowds (no masks) are starting,
complete with umbrella-carrying guides
who wave their flag high above their flock.
Curiously, one of the most famous piazzas
in the world — due to Caravaggio’s works
in the Chiesa di Santa Maria del Popolo —
was almost empty.

Wandering through the streets, the jig-
saw of stucco and travertine, the splashing

e e SRR

The twin churches of the Piazza del Popolo:
Santa Maria di Montesanto on the left and Santa
Maria dei Miracoli — not to be confused with
Chiesa di Santa Maria del Popolo, another
church on the same square.

of the nasoni fountains (there are 2,500 in
the city, all with drinkable water), the visual
rhythm of the roofs, and the ever-present
grandeur, makes one forget the crowds.

Almost.

Having bought fresh flowers, a bottle of
delicious Italian wine and buffalo mozza-
rella, I leave them behind and relax in
Rome’s massive Villa Borghese Gardens.
They were created for Scipione Borghese
to enjoy, and the villa to house his art col-
lection. He was a cardinal.

Did they not live quite nicely in that era?

Galerie d’art * Old Montreal

JAYAY
we
Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca

www.aynotary.ca
DROIT FISCAL
TAX LAW

Eric Luu, LLB, B.C.L, MTAX
Tax Lawyer - Income Tax, GST & QST
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario
Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)

514 503-7719
info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com

1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4
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From Bruno Puppy, with love

Bruno is such a loving puppy at seven
months of age. He is a dark wire-haired

COWLEY ABBOTT

CANADA'S ART AUCTIONEERS

Westmount hunting-dog type with a wonderfully ex-

£ A_dog_tions pressive face that melts hearts. Still very

young, he is available for adoption now
- LysaNnNE FOWLER from the Montreal SPCA kennel.

! Bruno is a happy youngster, very affec-

tionate, intelligent, exuberant and
playful, truly an exceptional com-
panion.

At less than a year of age, he
needs to have a framework in the
home and in socialization, which in-
cludes growing into meeting other
people and pets.

He is very healthy, up to date with
his inoculations, neutered, and
microchipped.

Please enquire about Bruno at
the Montreal SPCA website, at www.
spca.com, referring to his informa-
tion page under his identification
number, 49394694, and clicking on
the “Fill out the form” button at the
top of the text, to then be referred to
an information section in order to
start the adoption process with a
counsellor.

Your neighbour,
Lysanne
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Edmund Adler, Braiding Her Hair HERMES m\&"“ mmgs N e
Featured in our upcoming Spring Auction of International Art 1aus vuittan " Lot W
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FINAL CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE c-C yQU covere

FAMILY RUN | SINCE

Spring Live Auction of Important Canadian Art y BUSINESS | 1967
June 2nd, 2022 *\ /L\ '
Consignment Deadline: April 8th \

Spring Auction of International Art
June 14th -28th

Rg-s;i-uﬁ"-

Consignment Deadline: May 12th ALL ROOF TYPES

Please call 438-816-8280 or email VINIAGE & BRICKWORK

rsvp@cowleyabbott.ca to arrange a free art valuation. MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON .
W y ° FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES A DC
ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

326 DUNDAS STREET WEST TORONTO ONTARIO .

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05 4
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9

RSVP@QCOWLEYABBOTT.CA 1.866.931.8415 514.602.1545 belgrave@yahoo.ca

LR |
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Attack on woman on de Maisonneuve at 3:15 am

PSOs pursue, detain man now charged with attempted murder

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

It was just after 3 am on a darker and
quieter than usual Sunday, March 20 when
a Westmount public safety officer driving
south on Victoria spotted a woman wear-
ing dark clothing and walking east on the
south sidewalk of de Maisonneuve.

As he kept his eye on her, he noticed
another person, described as a man “wear-
ing dark pants and a black-and-white
sports coat,” pick up his pace as he walked
behind her on the bike path, said Public
Security director McBain in relaying the
incident.

Suspicious of the situation, the officer
began watching them but was not sure
whether or not the woman was aware of
the man until it appeared that she noticed
him as she started to cross Grosvenor.

The officer positioned his car to be able
to observe both when he suddenly spotted
“a struggle” on the sidewalk just west of
the apartment building at 4800 de Maison-
neuve at the foot of Roslyn.

He called for back-up and turned on his
car’s emergency flashers. As he ap-
proached, the man began striking the

woman “wildly,” reportedly looking up in
surprise when the officer jumped out of
his car, McBain said. This was around 3:14
to 3:15 am.

The suspect “got spooked, and began to
flee but tripped and fell.”

Woman helped, knife found

The pursuing officer detained him and
“within seconds,” two back-up officers ar-
rived. One tried to calm the woman and
provide first aid. She had blood on her face
and heavy jacket. The other officer assisted
with the arrest of the man, who was cuffed
and seated on the sidewalk. He was
searched and a knife was found.

Police and Urgences Santé arrived
quickly. The woman was taken to the Mon-
treal General Hospital. Police took custody
of the man, described by Public Security
as being probably around 45 years of age.
He was charged with attempted murder as
the SPVM major crimes unit continued its
investigation.

The woman was identified as 25 years
of age and not a resident of Westmount or
living nearby.

“It’s incredible how quickly it all hap-

pened and that the officers were at the
right place at the right time,” McBain said.
“It’'s another example of just how impor-
tant it is to have patrols 24 hours a day.
They likely saved this woman’s life. I feel
we can say they are heroes.”

Officers thanked at council

Mayor Christina Smith referred “to the
tragedy that happened in the early morn-
ing hours Sunday,” at the March 21 city

council meeting, saying, “our hearts are
with the young woman.”

She also thanked Public Security and
police. “Our Public Security are our eyes
on the street” and they deserve “an enor-
mous amount of gratitude.”

At the end of the public meeting, the of-
ficers involved in the incident along with
the dispatcher met with the council
members at city hall and were thanked per-
sonally.

Hello, | am Ruby,
old, black and tan, in need of

affectionate, active and love to

and microchipped.

for an adoption request.

a Mini Pinscher-doberman, 4 years
a caring and active family. | am

play with toys. | am healthy, with
inoculations up to date, neutered,

Call Marc 514-622-5934 or email
marc.missonnier@gmail.com

Exceptional 5.07 & 5.02 carat diamonds (GIA) in our Flowing Lines design
handcrafted in 18k yellow gold

TREAT YOURSELF

Designed for Men, these heavy solid gold rings feature large
investment grade diamonds and strong golden bezels.

-
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KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Westmount Park United Church

FAITH IN NATURE
PROGRAMME

EARTH WALK

ona
CHARTRES LABYRINTH

10-20 mins walking meditation
between 1.30-3.30pm every Sunday

WILD CHURCH

A walk to Summit Woods
to share in a love of nature

Every first Sunday of the Month
(3 April)
9 am from church door
All Free events - just turn up at church
4695 blvd de Maisonneuve West
www.westmountparkuc.org

You are in good hands

Yomed

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS

(No medical referral required)

Plan your visit today

514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen

Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine

Desmarais curates

Pendleton premiere of canvases,
video, choreography

Adam Pendleton: These Things We've
Done Together, the Canadian premiere of
New York artist Adam Pendleton, was
launched on March 14 at the Montreal Mu-
seum of Fine Arts (MMFA). Present were
the MMFA'’s director Stéphane Aquin and
Westmounter Mary-Dailey Desmarais,
chief curator.

Curated by Desmarais, the exhibition
features Pendleton’s drawings, a video and
abstract works on Mylar created specifi-
cally for the show. His series Untitled (WE
ARE NOT) features monumental canvases

pulsing with colour and letters, blurs and
squiggles — pushing the boundary between
language and abstract art.

His video Just Before Los Angeles: A Por-
trait of Yvonne Rainer showcases the avant-
garde pioneer dancer, choreographer and
film maker.

Contemporary Art Square and
Graphic Arts Centre

Jean-Noel Desmarais Pavilion
at the MMFA

until July 10

ENDLETON

HESE THINGS WE'Vi
DONE TOGETHER

From left, Mary-Dailey Desmarais and Adam Pendleton.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Weeding & Yard Work

Garden cleaning, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleanup, Raking
Leaves. Text / Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

Cleaning / Housekeeping

Westmount/NDG area: Reliable & thorough, I am available for
cleaning and/or housekeeping at your home or office. References
available, please call Karen 438.229.1173.

Dog Walker Available

Responsible, enthusiastic and loving, | am available to walk
your dog in the Westmount area. One-on-one solo walks allow
me to focus on your pet, with toys, treats and water on hand.
Please see my website: edebuss.wixsite.com/my-site or contact
me directly for more info: Elise 438-837-0083 or edebuss@
gmail.com.

Language Instruction

French, English, Spanish, private classes, all levels to speak
fluently. 514-951-9119.

For Sale

Oriental rugs, quality table, dining set, ornaments, paintings &
more... 514-951-9119.
Shared Space Wanted
Quiet freelance translator seeks sharable apartment, please
contact: AGNES)_TRAD@hotmail.com.
Assistant sought
I am looking for an on-site assistant with Mac expertise to help

me organize and catalogue photographs & documents etc.
Please call Aurel at 514-582-4157.

Performance Road eBike

iGo Carbon CGV for sale. Elegance matched with functionality
in an electric assist road bike. A practically unnoticeable mid-
drive motor system allows for a natural road feel. New, won in
contest, size L 55cm. info@studiomelrose.ca or 514-488-7366.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at
www.westendclassifieds.com

Buy locally to sell locally

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates
o BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

* Personal & corporate tax returns

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions

* Consultation-Business organizational structure
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B
Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal)

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
(Proudly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Planning in family income tax

* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports
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Stella is all charm and playfulness.

Yes, she is pretty with the bit of tortoise-
shell colouring on her head and back
through her white fur, which gives her the
appearance of wearing a tortie cape, most
fashionable. Such a delicate pixie face,
huge green eyes and perfect pink nose.
Just precious.

Stella is at the Montreal SPCA cattery,
where everyone is most keen on her inte-
grating into a welcoming family environ-
ment as soon as possible. She is very
healthy at 12 years of age, up to date with
her inoculations, spayed and micro-
chipped.

Stella is available for adoption now and
you can refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com and scroll to her in-
formation page under her identification
number, 49784009. Please click on the red
square “Book a visit” at the top of the page
to proceed to scheduling an appointment
with an adoption counsellor at the shelter.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

The finest retirement lifestyle
IS available at...

-5 SRR
e A Quality Lifestyle

Sl \\estmount’s good
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs
24 hours every single day.

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES.

4430 St. Catherine West
514-935-1212 — www.placekensington.com

A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

THE EASTON

MONTREAL-WEST

26 CONTEMPORARY ARTS & CRAFTS

CONDOMINUM UNITS
STUDIO * 1BR * 2BR * 3BR * PH

STARTING AT $399,000 + 7ax

INDOOR PARKING
APPLIANCES
PRIVATE OUTDOOR SPACES

45 WESTMINSTER-S MONTREAL WEST
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Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

$2,895,000 |

CALL US FOR MORE UNITS

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1404

Saint-Donat
107 CH. COUTU, LAC ARCHAMBAULT

NEW

 $1,245,000
S T

$945,000

Westmount
4855 BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE W., APT. 604

Golden Square Mile
PORT-ROYAL, APT. 1503

{ $4,650,000

.

Tremblant Region | Arundel
72 ROUTE DE CRYSTAL FALLS

Mont-Tremblant
6896 RIVE DU LAC-TREMBLANT,
LAC TREMBLANT-NORD

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6 f

sicotte &co

+1514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com
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Westmount
4700 STE-CATHERINE ST. WEST, APT. 613

Golden Square Mile
PORT-ROYAL, APT. 2801

i
ERE L 560000

Ville-Marie
441 AV. DU PRESIDENT-KENNEDY, APT. 1802

Westmount
300 LANSDOWNE AV., APT. 14

«f‘ "
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LOTS FROM $150 000 TO $250 000

Tremblant Region | La Conception
CH. DES REVEURS, LAC-XAVIER

Tremblant Region | La Conception
CHIC SHACK PROJECT: REVENUE PROPERTY

Sutik | BARNES





