
Increase of $208k is third in 14 months 

New ‘unforeseen’ costs push greenhouse contract to $6.3M 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Execution of the work to restore the 
city’s heritage greenhouses has now risen 
to more than $6.3 million, as approved by 
city council February 21 in a resolution 
adopted unanimously. 

This latest increase of $207,749 includ-
ing taxes is the third since the original 
contract was awarded December 21, 2020 
to St-Denis Thompson for $5,687,813, in-
cluding taxes. It brings the total with all 
modifications to $6,313,473. 

While the reasons for the latest increase 
were not mentioned at the meeting, they 
were provided to the Independent by the city 
director general’s office from the Engin-
eering department as relating to the exten-
sion of the project schedule by some 20 
weeks incurring associated labour, insur-
ance and winter construction costs. 

The council resolution listed the two 
previous increases as raising the contract 

progressively to $5,858,447 (June 7, 2021) 
and $6,085,960 (October 4, 2021), all in-
cluding taxes. 

In those cases, the reasons had been ex-
plained as including the discovery of 
drains, a basement wall found to have no 
foundation, a new staircase access to the 
basement required to ensure code com-
pliance, modifications to a ramp, and 
rotted wooden frames found during the in-
stallation of new glass panes. These con-
tributed to the extension of the project. 

The only comment during the recent 
meeting on the additional cost came from 
Mayor Christina Smith saying that that “we 
are getting close to the end” of the work – 
believed to be next month.

We are Westmount

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
Weekly. Vol. 16  No. 3a March 1, 2022

    
 

    
 

Agency

DUFRESNE
12.1602
eal Estate Broker

profusion.global

    
 

Profusion Realty inc  •  Real Estate A

KENNEDCAROLE G. DYY
514.949.3230

Real Estate Broker
cgkennedy@profusion.global

LLYYDIA D
514.71

Residential Re
ldufresne@p

M A X W E L L    C A S T L E 
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R   

+1-514-941-8802 maxwellcastle.com 
Re/Max Action Inc., 1225 Greene Ave., Westmount

Gersovitz retires after 8 years as chair 

Council appoints, re-appoints, 
PAC’s professional members 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council approved changes to the 
city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) 
February 7, bidding farewell with gratitude 
to Julia Gersovitz, the long-serving chair of 
the city committee that reviews and rec-
ommends permits regarding exterior 
work. 

Councillor Conrad Peart, the city’s com-

missioner of urban planning and infra-
structure, cited Gersovitz, an architect and 
world authority in heritage preservation, 
for serving as the PAC chair for the last 
eight years and for her “strong commit-
ment to the city.” 

Gersovitz, who served a previous stint 
as chair during 2002-2008 was also in-
volved at the time of the 
building of the West- continued on p. 4
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▶The city of Westmount’s greenhouse on Feb-
ruary 26. It is between the library and Victoria 
Hall. One worker told the Independent that 
some mouldings are costing $1,000 each. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Public Security catches 
bird in bedroom 

A woman left a message February 21 
saying there was a bird in her upstairs bed-
room and she did not know what to do, 
Public Security officials said. Officers re-
sponded to the home, found the bird be-
lieved to have come down the chimney and 
caught it using a net from a patrol vehicle. 
It was believed to be a starling. 

Missing boy knows 
where to find help 

Public safety officers responded to a call 
for a missing 9-year-old child who dis -
appeared somewhere near Victoria Hall 
February 22. Armed with a description 
from his mother, officers were unable to 
find him, Public Security officials said. The 
reason eventually became apparent. Word 
was received that the boy had made his way 
to local police station 12 on Stanton and 
the search was called off. 

Traffic, fire trucks rerouted 
at busy intersection 

The intersection of Côte St. Antoine 
and Stanton St. can be a busy spot at the 
best of times as the main exit and entry 
points for the fire, police and Public Secur-
ity vehicles and the school crossing for 
Selwyn House as well as traffic to and from 
Akiva School. 

But when a major water main ruptured 
on February 22 requiring emergency re-
pairs, Public Security officials said last 
week they had to block off the Côte Rd. at 
Argyle and reroute people dropping off and 
picking up children at the school. The area 
was projected to be re-opened at the end 
of the week. 

Stanton boil-water 
advisory lifted 

A resident called the Independent last 
week about a boil-water advisory that had 
been in place for some time on Stanton St., 
perhaps in connection with the water main 
break near Côte St. Antoine and Stanton 
on February 22 (see “Traffic, fire trucks re-
routed,” below left). Details about the ad-
visory’s nature and length were not avail-
able by press time, but Catherine Skinner, 
assistant to Westmount director general 
Hadi Hakim, did tell the Independent by 
email on February 25 that the boil water 
advisory had been lifted. – DP. 

Eight-foot icicles hang 
from church roof 

Icicles spotted hanging from the roof of 
St. Mathias’ Church February 23 were con-
sidered to present a danger to passers-by 
on Côte St. Antoine and Church Hill and 
those sidewalks had to be blocked off, Pub-
lic Security officials said. 

The owners of cars parked nearby were 
notified to move them and church officials 
informed of the danger. Some of the ice 
was described as hanging down eight feet. 

Pipe breaks on Wood Ave. 
fire hydrant 

A fire hydrant’s pipe broke on Wood 
Ave. February 3, Catherine Skinner, assis-
tant to Westmount director general Hadi 
Hakim, confirmed to the Independent by 
email February 25. “The clean-up process 
required a wheel loader to scrape some of 
the ice and snow off the street and side-
walk. It also required Public Works to 
spread some salt. The fire department was 
on site also assisting to some residents.” 

The city will not know the kind of break 
it was until it excavates the hydrant. “We 
suspect the fire hydrant pipe may have dis-
connected from the elbow below. This may 
be a caused by a broken flange or broken 
pipe.” – DP.

PSOs take dog home 
after man falls in park 

A man walking his dog on a foot path 
in Westmount Park near Melville fell Feb-
ruary 21 around noontime, hitting his head, 
Public Security officials said. The call came 
from the fire department whose first re-
sponder unit was on the scene along with 
Urgences Santé tending to the head injury. 

When he was taken to the hospital, the 
man, who lived on de Maisonneuve, gave 
public safety officers his house keys to take 
the dog home. Once the dog was delivered, 
the keys were returned to the man at the 
hospital.
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We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right 
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be 

considered for publication the following week. 
email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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To support services to the community 

Seven groups share $145,000 in this year’s grants 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council February 21 increased the 
total amount it provides annually as sup-
porting grants to non-profit community 
organizations and groups to help with op-
erating costs related to their services to 
residents not offered by the city. 

This year, the city increased the total en-
velope to $145,000 from last year’s 
$130,000. The $15,000 difference was allo-
cated to an additional amount for the At-
water Library and Computer Centre (up 
$10,000) and for a first-time donation of 
$5,000 to the Westmount Battery military 
re-enactment group. This was for main-
tenance of the city’s 1810 cannon and pur-
chase of historically accurate uniforms (see 
story November 2, p. 1) 

In presenting the resolution, approved 
unanimously, Councillor Elisabeth Roux, 
commissioner of library and community 
events, explained that “according to the 
city’s policies for recreation and cultural 
grants, all applications for 2022 supporting 
grants received from local community 
groups and organizations have been re-
viewed by the administration.” 

A breakdown of the supporting grants 

as awarded in listing order: 
• Atwater Library $35,560; 
• Centre Greene, $10,000; 
• Contactivity seniors’ centre, $75,000; 
• Visual Arts Centre, $4,823 
• Westmount Battery, $5,000; 
• Westmount Historical Association, 

$3,375; 
• YMCAs of Quebec – Westmount, 

$11,742. 
The $75,000 grant for Contactivity was 

“very much appreciated,” said executive di-
rector Benita Goldin. “We value the part-
nership with the city and the grant enables 
us to provide services and programs for 
seniors which we could not otherwise 

offer.” 
As well, said Atwater Library’s executive 

director Lynn Verge, the $35,560 “will fund 
important programs and services for West-
mounters: digital literacy, financial literacy, 
educational events, media-making work-
shops and more. After taking a hit last year 
with respect to funding from the city, we 
welcome the decision of the mayor and 
council to restore our supporting grant to 
a more deserving level.” 

The Atwater Library received city sup-
port at the council meeting February 7 for 
the renewal of its application to the Quebec 
Municipal Commission for non-profit 
status (see story February 22, p. 3).

mount recreation centre (WRC), opened 
in 2013. She was appointed an officer of 
the Order of Canada three years ago for her 
work in heritage conservation (see story 
February 26, 2019, p. 10). 

Named as the PAC’s new chair for one 
year was its continuing member Clément 
Demers, urban planner and architect. 
Architect Carole Scheffer was appointed to 
the committee to serve as its vice-chair for 
two years. She has previously served as 

PAC chair at the time of the building of the 
WRC. 

Architect Gerald Soiferman was reap-
pointed as a member for one year while 
urban planner David Hanna and planner 
Brian Karasick were appointed for two-year 
terms. 

Members’ terms are staggered to pro-
vide continuity, Peart explained. 

Councillor Mary Gallery, along with 
Peart, represents city council on the PAC.

PAC, cont’d from p. 1
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Maccarone delivers for Astra-mRNA-mRNA constituents, all Quebecers 
As careful readers of this newspaper 

will already know, I found myself between 
the cracks of Quebec’s vaccination system 
in January, unable to receive a booster 
 because I had received an “extra” Astra-
Zeneca dose. The frequent warnings about 
the waning effectiveness of vaccines over 
time did not translate into booster access 
for people in my position. 

(In spring 2021, GenXers – broadly 
speaking – were asked by the Quebec gov-
ernment to take up Astra doses unused by 
Baby Boomers in order to help with the 
overall vaccination effort, even though 
everyone knew that better Moderna/Pfizer 
doses were soon to be available. mRNA 
vaccines soon arrived in large quantities. 
Once others had benefitted from them, we 
were treated well and allowed a first and a 
second Moderna/Pfizer dose, so that we 
had one full series of a vaccine as pre-
scribed by the manufacturer. Also, because 
this full series was either Moderna or 
Pfizer, we had a regimen that would be 
useful for travel to places that did not rec-
ognize Astra.) 

According to the rules in place at the 
start of this year, a general “three-dose” 
maximum meant “any three doses” – even 
if the most recent dose was from the end 
of this Astra-mRNA-mRNA series five or 
six months before. 

Before and after my editorials (January 
18, p. 6, February 1, p. 6), I got to know a 
little network of people in the same situ-
ation, all of whom expressed feelings of 
dismay and/or abandonment by the Que-
bec government, after having done what it 
had asked. 

I thank each of them for the informa-
tion and advice offered to me and to 
readers of this newspaper. 

Enter Maccarone 

I appealed to our provincial legislator, 
Jennifer Maccarone, for help. In all hon-
esty, I was very pessimistic. Maccarone is 
a provincial Liberal and in opposition. The 
government of Quebec is not famous for 
its … responsiveness. More in the name of 
journalistic thoroughness than optimism, 
I wrote to her. She said she would work on 
it. 

And then, in my inbox on February 23, 
came an email from her saying that the 
policy had been “clarified” and that we 
would be able to receive a shot if three 
months had passed since our last one. 

(I think she is being modest. I went 
twice to vaccination centres for a booster 
shot and was told “no” twice, as were 
others of my acquaintance. The policy was 
not clarified. It was changed – thanks to her, 
in my judgement.) 

So, I say this: thank you, Jennifer Mac-
carone. You came through for a small, but 
not immaterial, group of your constituents 
and, indeed, for all Quebecers in the same 
boat and for everyone who will come into 
contact with them in the weeks and 
months to come. 

Maybe some people, directly or in -
directly impacted by this change, will avoid 
sickness, serious illness or death because 
of you. 

David Price is the editor 
of the Independent. 
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Editorial

Mayor: One-time grants 
help offset Atwater’s 
(compulsory) permit fees 

I was disappointed to see the comments 
from the Atwater Library in last week’s 
paper (p. 3), which was published just after 
council once again voted to support the pro-
grams of the library with a grant of $35,000. 

It was in fact our interim director gen-
eral who helped the Atwater Library with 
this process for tax exemption this sum -
mer. It was also stated that we had charged 
them permit fees. We are required by law 
to do this, but what was not made clear by 
the library and some of its board members 
when they were very critical of the city of 
Westmount is that we have supported the 
Atwater Library with one-time grants to 
help offset the costs of renovating their 
building. The Atwater Library has received 

funding for its programs for several years 
and help to offset the costs of permits 
when renovating its building. It is unfor-
tunate that these facts are often omitted. 

The Atwater Library is not a municipal 
library and we do not manage any part of 
the programs or the building but have sup-
ported some programs that they offer that 
the city does not. The grants given to non-
profits are evaluated yearly. The pandemic 
has been difficult for many not-for-profit 
organizations and I wish the Atwater Li-
brary all the best as they re-open their 
building and return to more in-person ac-
tivities. 
Christina Smith, mayor of Westmount 

City needs way to 
collaborate with developers 

For anyone watching the Hillside ar-
moury demolition hearing, it was evident 
that there is still much to be done to get 
the city’s planning process to function 
more effectively with developers. 

In approving the requested 87-percent 
demolition, council rejected the unfavour-
able recommendation of the Planning Ad-
visory Committee (PAC). A favourable 
opinion from PAC once used to be key to 
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Letters to the editor

Artist is Junko 
The statue photographed by residents 

George and Beryl Bowser and published 
in last week’s paper (p. 8) is by Junko, three 
readers inform us. It is called “Earth 
Dragon.”

How Astra-mRNA-mRNA recipients 
can get their booster shot 

I advise Astra-mRNA-mRNA recipi-
ents whose last dose was three months or 
longer ago and who want to get their 
fourth/booster shot to print up the rel-
evant webpage and bring it to the vacci-
nation centre. I had to show it and explain 
the new policy twice when I went. 

The relevant page is: www.quebec.ca
/sante/problemes-de-sante/a-z/corona
virus-2019/deroulement-vaccination-
contre-la-covid-19/se-faire-vacciner-covid-
19/dose-rappel-vaccin-contre-covid-19 

(Reach it by going to www.quebec.ca, 
then “Santé,” then “Problèmes de santé,” 
then “A à Z,” then “Coronavirus (COVID 
19),” then “Se faire vacciner,” then “Dose 

de rappel.”) 
On the webpage, the relevant para-

graph is two paragraphs above the blue 
box that says: “Prendre un rendez-vous 
pour la dose de rappel.” It reads: 

Une dose de rappel du vaccin est égale-
ment offerte aux personnes ayant reçu le vac-
cin AstraZeneca, puis un vaccin à ARN mes-
sager (Pfizer ou Moderna), même si ces per-
sonnes ont déjà reçu un total de trois doses 
de vaccin contre la COVID-19. La dose de 
rappel est offerte trois mois après la dernière 
dose reçue. 

There is also an English version of this 
paragraph. Get to it by clicking “English” 
at the extreme top right of the page. –DP



any project. Apparently, no longer. After 
three years of planning and discussion 
with the city, the Hillside developer likely 
believed that the odds for the needed rec-
ommendation from PAC would be higher 
if some of the masonry was retained. They 
were mistaken. 

Our PAC remained unimpressed with 
the developer’s effort and unequivocally 
opposed the demolition on all evaluation 
criteria. Even our council appeared uncon-
vinced as they stated that, although 13 per-
cent of the facade was retained, they still 
viewed it as a complete demolition and not 
a restoration. 

One got the sense that the developer 
was not quite pleased as construction will 
now be more difficult and costly, impeded 
by the remaining 13 percent of the old 
brick exterior. Guess who will now pick up 
the tab for the time lost and the additional 
cost? The 27 families moving into the pro-
posed building – that’s who. 

Why does our city’s urban planning pro-
cess end up needlessly burdening these 
new residents? The remaining facade 
should be removed. At this point, it pro-
vides no significant value, heritage or 
otherwise but adds pointless cost. 

Hillside is the latest in a string of prob-
lematic development projects within the 
city. We have to figure out a way to work 
more collaboratively with developers, pro-
vide clear direction and reconcile differ-
ences at an early stage. Our community 
will be better off for it. 

Denis Biro, Burton Ave. 

‘Freedom’ means 
independent thought 

I would like to offer a different perspec-
tive on Anthony Walter’s letter of February 
15 (p. 6) regarding the trucker protest in 
Ottawa. 

From my understanding, the truckers 
are not against vaccines; in fact, the great 
majority of them are vaccinated. 

Like the people who joined them in Ot-
tawa – ordinary, vaxxed and unvaxxed, 
peace-loving Canadian families of all eth-
nicities and from all walks of life, including 
farmers, firefighters and veterans – what 
they want is medical freedom and an end 
to mandates and lockdowns. 

Eminent doctors and scientists who 
took part in the truckers’ rally – Dr. Roger 
Hodkinson, Dr. Paul Alexander and Dr. 
Byram Bridle – shared their findings and 
asked Canadian public health officials to 
meet with them for an open discussion. 

The response? After three weeks of 
peaceful gatherings and living out in the 
cold, no discussion of any kind. Instead, 
the invocation of the Emergencies Act. 

Is this freedom? 

Dr. Alexander was a member of the 
COVID-19 response team that advised the 
US government at the start of the pan-
demic to opt for prevention and early treat-
ment to ensure hospitals would not be 
overwhelmed. Shockingly, the government 
ignored that advice. 

Dr. Mike Yeadon, a vaccine developer 
and former Pfizer vice president, and Dr. 
Robert Malone, inventor of mRNA plat-
form, have also raised concerns about the 
safety of the COVID-19 vaccines, as did the 
late Dr. Luc Montagnier, 2008 Nobel laure-
ate for his co-discovery of HIV. 

Many of the professionals who have 
spok en out against the narrative presented 
by the government and the mainstream 
media have had their reputations smeared, 
have lost their licences and have been 
threatened. But they have done so because 
they feel duty bound to uphold the Hippo-
cratic Oath and its promise to “first do no 
harm.” 

It is imperative that we not merely read 
Wikipedia or rely on so-called fact checkers 
who have unjustifiably dismissed many of 
these doctors and scientists as spreaders 
of disinformation. It is always sound re-
search practice to go directly to the source. 

And now we have a year’s worth of data 
on the effects of these mRNA vaccines in 
the US government’s Vaccine Adverse 
Events Reporting System (VAERS), with 
clear evidence that the vaccines are not es-
pecially safe or effective. 

The FDA’s own fact sheets list severe 
side effects, such as myocarditis, pericar-
ditis, blood clots, Bell’s palsy and Guillain-
Barré syndrome. 

Why risk injury or death when the 
COVID-19 survival rate is more than 99 
percent? 

Moreover, it seems a little suspect that 
in 1986 the US government gave immunity 
to vaccine manufacturers. They cannot be 
sued by anyone who is harmed or killed by 
their vaccines. 

Of course, you could submit a claim 
under Canada’s national vaccine injury 
compensation program and possibly be suc-
cessful in arguing your case. But guess who 
foots the bill for any damages award ed? Not 
the vax manufacturers, but the taxpayer. 

The lockdowns have also been ex-
tremely harmful. Fortunately, I don’t know 
of anyone who has died from COVID-19, 
but I do know of people who have died 
from the effects of the lockdowns or have 
suffered mentally, physically, emotionally 
and financially, with long-lasting reper-
cussions. The official data seem to confirm 
these outcomes. 

Interestingly, the Freedom Convoy’s 
message of love, joy and unity has sparked 
movements worldwide, with people 

around the world rooting for Canadians. 
Who knew Canadians would become re-
garded as heroic leaders of a worldwide 
freedom movement? 

I am also grateful to the Westmount In-
dependent for providing a platform for un-
censored discussion. 

For me, freedom means being able to 
discuss and to think freely so that we can 
not only achieve our great human potential 
but also ensure freedom for our children 
and longevity for the human race. 

Pat Chang, downtown 

Editor’s note: I am happy to publish a few 
letters on this topic, including a defence of 
COVID vaccination, but I counsel BOTH 
sides that this municipally focused news-
paper is not the ideal forum for this dis-
cussion. You will NOT find the truth here 
or convince the other side. 

– David Price, editor & “graduate” 
of grade 9 biology (or grade 8 – 

it is so long ago that I forget). 

Quebec, not Canada 
In your February 22 issue (p. 3), you 

state that the Atwater Library houses, inter 
alia, the Canadian Writers Federation. It 
should read: the Quebec Writers [sic] Fed-
eration, which has done tremendous work 
in promoting English language writing in 
Quebec over the years. 

Maya Khankhoje, Metcalfe Ave. 

Flowers, flags and leaves 
On January 21, 1948 at the parliament 

building in Quebec City, the Fleurs de Lis 
was officially adopted as the flag of Que-
bec. The elegance of Quebec’s Fleurs de 
Lis with four snow white flowers on a sky-
blue background largely contrasts with the 
huge, almost vulgar red maple leaf squat-
ting in the middle of Canada’s national 
flag. 

For a couple of years and, even before 
last year’s renovation of the Westmount 
Park Elementary School in Academy Rd., 
I have noticed the Canadian and Quebec 

flags flying at its main entrance. Under 
federal protocol, Canada’s Red Maple Leaf 
takes precedence when both flags are fly-
ing together. 

But for very many years, I have noticed 
Quebec’s Fleurs de Lis flying, flapping 
proudly at the top while, a picture of mis-
ery, Canada’s Red Maple Leaf squats at the 
bottom of its mast. 

And every time I cycle past on the West-
mount Park bike path, I cannot help won-
dering who it is who is trying so delicately 
to make a political point? 

Stephen Chin, Sherbrooke St. 

Thank you, city council 
On behalf of the board of the Atwater 

Library and Computer Centre, I want to 
express our deep appreciation to the city 
of Westmount for contributing so mean-
ingfully to our operations with their gen-
erous operating grant. For us, it is more 
than a financial contribution: it is an ex-
pression of support and partnership to 
bring important services to the Westmount 
community, as we have been doing for over 
a hundred years when our organization 
moved into the city. 

John Aylen, President – Atwater 
Library Board of Directors 

March 1, 2022 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 7

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

– Call –

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Letters to the editor
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What to do before 
seeking medical 
attention during 
the pandemic.

I’ve tested positive 
for COVID-19.

BEGIN TREATMENT 
AT HOME

Québec.ca/HealthNeeds

I have questions 
about my health.

I have concerns
or I’m in a difficult
situation.

CALL
INFO-SOCIAL 811

I want to renew 
my prescriptions.

SPEAK TO YOUR
PHARMACIST

CALL
INFO-SANTÉ 811

Miriam D’Amico recognized as top speaker 

Quebec junior debating 
championships won by LCC team 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount resident Miriam 
D’Amico, a grade 9 student at Lower 
Canada College, was recognized as the 
top speaker in the junior division of 
the Quebec provincial debating associ-
ation’s championships February 12. 

Miriam, 14, along with her partner, 
Janice Huang, a grade 8 LCC student, 
were also named as junior provincial 
champions. The junior category is 
open to grades 7, 8 and 9. 

As a team, they went through five 
rounds of debates in English against 
other school teams, but were also 
ranked individually. 

It was the second year that Miriam 
had participated in the annual de-
bates and she hopes, she said, to try 
out for the school team next year in 
the senior division with her eye on de-
bating at the national level and event-
ually becoming a lawyer. 

Among the topics the team ad-
dressed this year were prison abol-
ition versus prison reform as well as 
the issue of doping at the Olympics. 

Schools participating along with 
LCC, included Selwyn House, ECS, 
The Study, Trafalgar, Centennial and 
Alexander von Humboldt. 

Timekeeper 

Miriam has been the timekeeper 
for the last three Meet the Candidate 
debates presented by the Westmount 
Municipal Association at Victoria 
Hall. 

She is the daughter of District 1 
councillor Antonio D’Amico, finance 
commissioner, and Claudia D’Igna-
zio, both of whom said they were very 
proud of Miriam’s achievement. Miriam D’Amico on February 24. Photo: Independent.

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WILD CHURCH 
Sunday 6 March 2022 

A guided walk round Summit Woods 
Breathe in nature 

Share insights 
Be grateful 

9am at the church door 
4695 blvd de Maisonneuve West 

(allow 2 hours) 

Westmount Park United Church 
www.westmountparkuc.org
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Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

CASTANS, FRANCE 
Nestled in the mountains of a small 
village in the south of France is this 
lovely bungalow with an indoor pool. 
This treasure is about 800 kilometers 
from Paris, a suburb of Bordeaux. 
$500,000 MLS 27381149

The finest retirement lifestyle 
is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 

comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES. 

4430 St. Catherine West 

514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Former councillor Cutler closes $270M financing 

Remote learning by ‘Paper’ tutoring company reaches 2 million students 
By Laureen Sweeney 

While the pandemic may have been an 
economic disaster for some businesses, it 
has propelled to new heights an online tu-
torial service launched in 2014 by former 
Westmount city councillor Philip Cutler as 
GradeSlam and re-branded in 2020 as 
Paper. 

“I could not have foreseen how it could 
have taken off so quickly in the last couple 
of years,” he told the Independent last week 
from his Westmount base, though most of 
Paper’s customers and two million stu-
dents are in the US. 

This “take-off,” he said, is because the 
remote learning service has been “a com-
munity solution” during COVID lock-
downs and accelerated teacher burnout 
and by partnering with some 350 school 
districts in 30 US states. 

This was made possible because federal 
funding to school districts in the US has 
enabled all students to have technological 
devices, he explained. This compares with 
Canada where these devices tend to be 
more prevalent in the private school sec-
tor. 

“Paper puts personalized academic sup-

port within every student’s reach,” he 
said. “Most of the students needing 
support from Paper are in grades 4 
and 5. 

“It’s definitely a cutting-edge mar-
ket that didn’t exist before,” he ac-
knowledged. 

And as the CEO of Paper, Cutler 
also attributes its success to his eight 
years’ experience on Westmount city 
council – from when he was the 
youngest-ever elected in 2013 at age 
25 – up until last year when he de-
cided not to seek re-election and de-
vote his energies to his work. 

Transferable skills 

“It taught me skills that were 
transferable,” he said, namely the 
similar dynamics between how a 
municipality and a school board op-
erate.” 

Among Paper’s many school dis-
trict partners, he said, is the Hills-
borough County Public Schools in 
Florida, which he describes as the 
seventh largest in the country. 
“School districts contract with Paper 
for a fixed-price unlimited-usage 

model that uplifts their entire school 
community.” 

Travels back and forth 

While he operates the business 
from here, he said he has been able 
to travel easily back and forth across 
the US border for business during 
the COVID travel restrictions. 

In a press release dated February 
15, Cutler announced the closing of 
a US$270 million financing for 
Paper, which was described as “a 
leading software provider of unli-
mited 24/7 academic support” which 
“further democratizes access to aca-
demic support.” It lists a number of 
investment partners. 

Cutler, who attended Roslyn and 
Selwyn House schools, sat in the 
McGill senate as a student represen-
tative for the education faculty and 
was the only undergraduate to be a 
member of the senate’s honorary de-
gree selection committee. 

He was born during the term of 
his grandmother, the late May Cutler 
(1987-1991), who was the first woman 
elected mayor of Westmount.

Philip Cutler at the time of his 2017 acclamation as city coun-
cillor, which began his second term.
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September transfers: Volume continues strong 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in September 2021, gleaned from non-
city sources. A list of sales can be found on p. 
15. 

The elegant Tudor home built in 1929 
for A. C. Cordner, who in the 1930s oper-
ated about 10 lunch counters in Montreal, 
sold in September last year for $6,950,000, 
the highest-priced sale in Westmount since 
the $11,700,000 price tag for Senator Leo 
Kolber’s 100 Summit Circle property in 
February last year. 

(Still to come in our coverage with the 
November 2021 transfers is the $18.5 mil-
lion paid out for 12-14 Sunnyside Ave. – the 

highest ever for a Westmount house – but 
at least up to September, this house is the 
second-highest price of the year.) 

Cordner’s house at 718 Upper Lans-
downe Ave. last sold in 2016 for $1,825,000, 
only about half its municipal value, having 
been in the same family for 54 years. It was 
completely gutted and renovated after that 
sale. The most recent sale came in at 73 
percent more than the latest valuation, one 
of the highest mark-ups in September. 

Another totally renovated house that 
sold in September was the bungalow at 589 
Côte St. Antoine Rd.; at $3,400,000 this was 
more than triple its $1,100,000 valuation, 
obviously the highest of the month, though 
six others had mark-ups of more than 50 
percent. These all helped bring the average 
mark-up in September to 46.1 percent, by 
far the highest average for any month (to 
date) in the past two years. 

A total of 18 sales make up the Septem-
ber sales list, which includes the attached 
house at 8 Ingleside Ave. for $1,576,000, 
lowest price of the month, and a semi-de-
tached house at 693 Victoria Ave. between 
The Boulevard and Sunnyside Ave., which 
sold for only 7.4 percent above its valuation, 
the lowest mark-up of the month. 

Condos 

Only three condominium sales closed 
in September, but they teamed up with July 
and August registrations to make 19 sales 
in the third quarter of 2021, the most for 
any quarter since the second quarter of 
2019. The average mark-up over valuation 
for the third quarter was 31.9 percent, the 
highest quarterly average mark-up based 
on the 2020 valuation roll. 

The three September sales all involved 
mark-ups within two percent of that 
quarterly average.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Esti Jedeikin 
514.594.7701 

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible pour répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

589 Côte St. Antoine on February 22.

8 Ingleside on February 22.

ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose 

and edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit 
before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. 
email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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OVER 35 YEARS OF SUCCESS

514 603-9870
tbaer@profusion.global
www.profusion.global

 

  

Profusion immobilier Inc.  

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in September 2021 
Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2020 Val                        Ratio (%) 
76 Belvedere Place                                    Bianx S.E.C.                                                                                                             $4,325,000                      $2,331,700                              85.5% 
158 Côte St. Antoine                                 Marfie-Josée Labelle & Farez Faruqi                                                                      $2,198,000                      $1,659,000                              32.5% 
589 Côte St. Antoine                                 Sayed Farivar Heshemi & Stephanie Vallières                                                      $3,400,000                      $1,100,000                            209.1% 
4925 de Maisonneuve                               Matthew Stotland & Sarah Shapiro                                                                       $1,745,000                      $1,437,900                              21.4% 
460 Elm                                                     Sylvie Laparé & Richard Payette                                                                             $1,950,000                      $1,673,100                              16.6% 
8 Ingleside                                                 Monique Tiarraz                                                                                                     $1,576,000                      $1,087,100                              45.0% 
520 Lansdowne                                         Sharyn Katsof                                                                                                          $3,025,000                      $2,462,000                              22.9% 
627 Lansdowne                                         Jean Durocher                                                                                                         $1,830,000                      $1,650,000                              10.9% 
718 Upper Lansdowne                              Robert Farber                                                                                                          $6,950,000                      $4,018,700                              72.9% 
4306 Montrose                                          Mark Sinnett & Mya Pearle Chisholm-Nerenberg                                                $3,065,000                      $1,784,000                              71.8% 
439 Mount Pleasant                                  Michèle Marchand                                                                                                 $1,900,000                      $1,553,400                              22.3% 
446 Mount Stephen                                  Dominic Acocella                                                                                                    $2,055,000                      $1,301,900                              57.8% 
655 Murray Hill                                         Christina Provost                                                                                                    $2,235,000                      $1,922,200                              16.3% 
355 Olivier                                                 Jianwei Zhang & Minyu Li                                                                                      $1,950,000                      $1,638,600                              19.0% 
431 Prince Albert                                       Oren Khedem                                                                                                         $1,610,000                      $1,020,000                              57.8% 
17 Severn                                                   Robert Anastaspoulos                                                                                            $1,873,000                      $1,647,900                              13.7% 
693 Victoria                                               Yves Bélanger & Christiane Corbeil                                                                       $1,854,000                      $1,726,700                                7.4% 
4340 Westmount Ave.                               Anling Wang                                                                                                           $2,400,000                      $1,433,300                              67.4% 

CONDOMINIUMS 
343 Clarke #4                                            Arden Furlotte                                                                                                            $830,000                         $624,000                              33.0% 
343 Clarke #3                                            Marc Crean & Maria Fernanda Barreto-Ribas                                                          $800,000                         $605,300                              32.2% 
11 Hillside #303                                        177724 Canada Inc. (Sergio Armano, pres.)                                                            $800,000                         $619,800                              29.1%
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ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS 
(No medical referral required) 

Plan your visit today 
514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen 
Phlebology 

Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount 
www.xomed.ca  |  info@xomed.ca

CAQ sought to purge PQ on French boards, says EMSB’s Feldman 
By Martin C. Barry 

Why did the CAQ government want to 
abolish school commissions, beginning 
with French-language boards two years 
ago? 

English Montreal School Board com-
missioner for Ward 3 Julien Feldman 
thinks he knows the answer: It may have 
been a ploy by the CAQ government to rid 
itself of potential rivals from the Parti 
Québécois. 

The CAQ government’s Bill 40 abol-
ished francophone school boards in 2020, 
but failed to accomplish the same with 
anglophone school boards because of mi-
nority guarantees in the Canadian consti-
tution. 

Addressing the Westmount Rotarians 
during their Wednesday noon-hour web-
cast on February 16, Feldman said Quebec 
now has the distinction of being the only 
jurisdiction in North America to have abol-
ished elected school commissions. 

“You know, I have my own feelings 
about why they wanted to do that,” he said. 

“I know a lot of commissioners who 
were working in the French system. I 
know that there were a lot of PQ activists. 
And my suspicion has always been that the 

CAQ saw an opportunity to displace or kick 
out a lot of PQ activists from the political 
process – starting in the school boards.” 

While Section 23 of the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms guaran-
tees minority French- and English- lan-

guage educational rights across Canada, 
Feldman noted that Section 23 cannot be 
overruled by the “notwithstanding” clause 
contained in the charter’s Section 33. 

“As I always explain it to parents, I say 
it’s our kryptonite – it’s our secret weapon,” 
he said, adding that the Supreme Court of 
Canada affirmed in 1993 that elected rep-
resentatives of linguistic minority school 
commissions have a right and an obliga-
tion to exercise management and control 
of their school boards. 

The EMSB obtained a similarly favour-
able ruling in September 2020, when the 
Quebec Court of Appeal suspended Bill 
40’s application to the province’s English-
language school boards. 

Feldman called Section 23 a “very 
power ful weapon that no province, no 
provincial government, has been able to 
up-end for decades. The CAQ government 
has tried on many different occasions. My 
feeling is that, essentially, they’ve given up. 

“It’s embarrassing every time they lose 
a case to us,” he continued. “And, unfortu-
nately, they’ve moved onto their next scape-
goat, which is CEGEPs. So, clearly they’ve 
gone after Dawson College and punished 
the anglophone community by taking away 
necessary infrastructure development.”

EMSB Ward 3 commissioner Julien Feldman spoke to members of the Rotary Club of Westmount 
during their February 16 webcast.
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We compound medication for your pet 
Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes, 

liquids, creams). It s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food! 

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI 
Pharmacy  

5025 Sherbrooke W. (between Claremont & Grey) Suite 102 
(ground floor entrance) H4A 1S9 – 514 484 2222

to be invested in 5 major areas for 
the benefit of patients across Quebec

OUR CODE LIFE CAMPAIGN HAS RALLIED THE 
COMMUNITY TO ADVANCE THE MEDICINE OF THE 
FUTURE AND CUTTING-EDGE RESEARCH IN QUEBEC

Visit codelife.ca 

$110M
Personalized
Cancer Care 

Clinical 
Innovation

Brain 
Health

Healthy 
Aging

Trauma

To all our donors, 
medical leaders, 
partners and campaign 
cabinet members:

‘When going to church is a slippery path’ 

Westmount Park United and Westmount Baptist churches last week. Photos & headline courtesy of Helen Smart.



More Institute webinar 

What do native land acknowledgements mean? What does ‘Land Back’? 
By Martin C. Barry 

For those who regularly attend public 
ceremonies or meetings, the reciting of a 
“land acknowledgement” statement at the 
beginning is something that has become 
as familiar as the prayer that was recited at 
one time at the start of gatherings by older 
generations. 

“We want to begin by acknowledging 
that we are meeting on traditional terri-
tory,” is how many such land acknowledge-

ment statements often begin, referring 
sometimes to lands that remained “un-
ceded” when native peoples signed treaties 
with European settlers. 

However, what do such declarations ac-
tually mean today in Canada – beyond 
their value as statements? 

One of the questions that Jeff Corntas-
sel, an associate professor of indigenous 
studies at University of Victoria, was asked 
to address during a webinar on the “Land 
Back” movement hosted by the Thomas 
More Institute on February 18 was the po-
tential fear non-native people might feel 
about Land Back. 

‘No calling for expulsion’ 

“We’re not calling for the expulsion of 
all non-Indigenous people from indigen-
ous territories,” said Corntassel, who was 

interviewed by Thomas More associates 
Mariela Tovar and Christine Jamieson. 

While saying he couldn’t speak for all 
natives, he added, “For the most part, we’re 
talking about sharing the land, but sharing 
it with a common vision around how to 
best protect that land, and protect the 
sacred places, and honour the once-rela-
tional responsibilities to those places.” 

Corntassel, who is currently completing 
a book examining native climate justice, 
food security and gender-based resur-
gence, said he has likened the Land Back 
movement to “the regeneration of Indigen-
ous laws on Indigenous lands. So, I think 
of it as almost like more of a jurisdiction 
back. 

“We’re getting our jurisdiction back, our 
jurisdictional authority, our forms of gov-
ernance. We’re land-based peoples; we’re 

water-based peoples, and so we’re place-
based at the end of the day. And it’s those 
places that bring meaning to our lives, 
bring meaning to the way we express our-
selves.” 

Request for access 

A member of the Cherokee nation, 
Corntassel said not all communities are 
calling for the direct return of lands, but 
rather for “access” to their lands and to 
their waters so that they can engage in cer-
emonies. 

Regarding the use of the word “un-
ceded,” he referred to the Supreme Court 
of Canada’s 1973 decision in the Calder v. 
British Columbia case, which marked the 
first time that Canadian law acknowledged 
that aboriginal title to land existed prior to 
the colonization of the country. 

“When we talk about unceded, it means 
that Indigenous peoples have original title 
to the lands,” he said. “And what does that 
mean in terms of Land Back? It means 
that, you know, parklands, it means other 
lands, can be re-matriated to Indigenous 
nations.” 

On the other hand, he added, “The long 
and the short of it is that ‘unceded’ means 
uncertainty,” in that the unceded status 
tends to discourage businesses from in-
vesting on territories that native peoples 
are attached to and wish to protect. 

“Because you can’t have long-term in-
vestment on a territory that is unceded,” 
he said.
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WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Weeding & Yard Work 

Garden cleaning, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleanup, Raking 
Leaves. Text / Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Cleaning / Housekeeping 

Westmount/NDG area: Reliable & thorough, I am available for 
cleaning and/or housekeeping at your home or office. References 
available, please call Karen 438.229.1173.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Jeff Corntassel, an associate professor of indigenous studies at University of Victoria, shed some 
light on the Land Back movement and “land acknowledgement” statements during a webinar on 
Feb. 18 hosted by the Thomas More Institute.

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)

(Pro dly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

* Personal & corporate tax returns * Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions * Planning in family income tax
* Consultation-Business organiational structure
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B

Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

* Personal & corporate tax returns 
* Tax consultation in home and car deductions 
* Consultation-Business organizational structure 
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries 

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping 
* Planning in family income tax 
* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries 
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports
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Sweet Caps 

Yes, Caps is in need of a forever family 
and, yes, you can adopt this sweet little fel-
low and bring him home to cuddle and 
play. 

He is a wonderful little doggie, in foster 
care for the Montreal SPCA at the mo-
ment. 

His foster family reports that he is very 
friendly, affectionate and playful. He 
adapts well to his routine, enjoys walks and 
playtime in between snoozes. His days are 

busy and he joins in family activities, com-
municates well and is keen on being part 
of the daily routine. 

Caps is a most happy senior at 12 years 
of age, very healthy, up to date with his 
inoculations, neutered and microchipped. 

He is available for adoption by referring 
to the Montreal SPCA website, at 
www.spca.com, where you can then go to 
his information page at his identification 
number 49381916. Since he is in foster 
care, you can email the foster care group 
directly at pfa@spca.com for more in-
formation on him, news of his daily rou-
tine and great photographs. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Katy Perry? No, Kate Purrry 

Precious Kate is a lovely white shorthair 
with a black cap and tail, and artistic mark-
ings on her back. A true original, yes, a star. 
Kate Purrry is delightful, most affectionate 
and playful with all. 

She is at the Montreal SPCA cattery, 
waiting for a family to love and cuddle. She 
is a young three-year-old, up to date with 
her inoculations, spayed and microchip -
ped. Please refer to the Montreal SPCA 
website for her information page at www.
spca.com, referring to her identification 
number 49645033 on the website. You can 
then book a visit by clicking on the red 
square and filling out the form provided 
to start the questionnaire process with an 
adoption counsellor. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles
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Tel.: (514) 227-8765
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* Tax consultation in home and car deductions 
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Guttman new 
CEO of ICRF 

Stu Guttman has been appointed CEO 
of Montreal’s Israel Cancer Research Fund 
(ICRF), according to a press release dated 
February 18. Guttman will be in charge of 
fundraising and research development. He 
started work at the Greene-headquartered 
group January 4. 

“The board is very excited to welcome 
Stu Guttman to our organization,” said Jef-
frey Bernstein, co-president of ICRF. 

Guttman has raised over $50 million 
throughout his career, according to the re-
lease, including as the director of develop-
ment for Summit School, the Montreal di-
rector of Chai Lifeline Canada and the di-
rector of Camp Massad. 

“I am very proud and honoured to be 
part of this amazing international organ-
ization,” said Guttman. 

According to its website, the “ICRF is a 
non-profit organization consisting of phys-
icians, scientists and volunteers who are 
dedicated to supporting innovative cancer 
research,” and “ICRF Montreal funds 
cancer research both locally and in Israel 
with current fellows in place at the Jewish 
General Hospital, the Montreal General 
Hospital, the McGill University Health 
Centre and St. Justine/Maisonneuve-Rose-
mont hospitals.”

Trench creates danger at St. Catherine and Clarke 

Some drivers were driving very, very slowly through this deep trench on St. Catherine St. westbound west of Clarke February 24, including this one at 
top left. The car at top right is going east on the intact roadway of the eastbound lane. Other westbound drivers, bottom, were driving around the 
trench by going, at speed, into the eastbound lane, luckily with no oncoming traffic at the exact moment of these photos. The car and truck pictured 
doing so below were seen in the few minutes that the Independent viewed the scene from the northern sidewalk. The trench is at the site of a January 
22 water main break (see February 1, p. 9) where work has been going on in recent weeks. Photos: Independent.
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Hogg Hardware celebrates 30 years! 

It’s not hard to know when a company 
is really, really busy. Celebrating 30 suc-
cessful years, Hogg Hardware, West-
mount’s esteemed emporium, is just that. 
My interview with co-owner George Hogg 
was cancelled last fall due to his hectic 
schedule. And this winter we could only 
converse intermittently by email. 

Glad to hear it in these somewhat 
gloomy times! (I call these moments 
“Eeyore phases.” Winnie the Pooh fans will 
understand.) 

Indeed, I get why Hogg’s is more than 
thriving: the store carries almost every-
thing except groceries. Well, not quite so. 
One can find a delicious range of British 
products – the best mustards and treacles 
as well as biscuits. 

Kitchen/cooking needs? Check. Gifts 
and cards? Check. BBQs, bags/totes/back-
packs, children’s toys, paint, gardening 
needs, scarves and hats, books…etc. 

George Hogg, who started the business 
in 1992, was previously the plant manager 
at Guaranteed Pure Milk, a family business 
– as is Hogg’s Hardware. George’s wife and 

business partner Gigi Ross handles pur-
chasing, and “all three of my kids are work-
ing with us: Alexander, Tyler and Zoe. My 
brother-in-law Russ Tisshaw, who is also a 
partner in the business, has been here 
since the beginning. My niece Megan 
works in the office with my sister-in-law 
Wendy Patchell. I also have two nephews 
working with us.” 

Driving the brand even further, 15 years 
ago Hogg’s opened on Nuns’ Island. The 
name “Hogg Hardware” is curious as “we 
are not a traditional hardware store. When 
we opened our aim was to replace Pascal’s. 
The business grew well for the first five 
years. 

“Then Home Depot opened and it af-
fected us. We had limited parking and 
could not compete with them on selection 
or price. We struggled for a number of 
years while slowly changing what we were 
selling. 

“The switch [of locations] with the SAQ 
really was the spark that set us on the right 
path. The rent was lower and the space was 
smaller and easier to fill. What we do is 
sell items of quality that we believe in. 
Many of the lines that we carry we have had 
for several years and they have proved to 
be reliable.” 

I asked how the pan-

Retail Watch 

Veronica Redgrave

The Hogg family: Zoë, Alexander, Tyler, Gigi and George. continued on p. 22



Police Report 

Police dealing with a surge of 
‘grandparent’ fraud incidents 
By Martin C. Barry 

The Montreal police department’s Sta-
tion 12 is deploying more resources to deal 
with a wave of “grandparent” frauds per-
petrated against retired Westmount resi-
dents following two recent related arrests. 

The Stanton St. station’s community re-
lations officer Adalbert Pimentel con-
firmed to the Independent this week that 
an increase in the number of such frauds 
in Westmount has been detected. 

“It’s gaining momentum,” he said, 
while examining recent incident reports. 

“There’s a concentration of this type of 
frauds going on right now in our sector, 
Station 12, and this is why the police of-
ficers are acting accordingly,” added Pi-
mentel. 

As part of the station’s efforts to deal 
with the fraud wave, Station 12 staff re-
cently met with local bank branch officials, 
and investigations have been launched, 
while “resources are being put into this,” 
he said. 

In grandparent fraud schemes, victims 
typically receive a phone call from some-
one claiming to be a grandchild who has 
been arrested by the police while on vaca-
tion. Victims are persuaded to send several 
thousand dollars to post bail. 

In the two recent cases in Westmount, 
the perpetrators posed as RCMP officers 
acting as intermediaries. An accomplice 
was also sent to pick the money up in per-
son at the home of a victim. 

In a third recent grandparent fraud inci-
dent here, a Westmounter living near the 
corner of Sherbrooke St. and Grosvenor 
Ave. went to a local bank branch and with-

drew several thousand dollars, then sent it 
by courier to the suspects, in accordance 
with their instructions. 

According to Pimentel, staff at the bank 
branch took the initiative to call Station 12 
after judging the large withdrawal to be a 
“red flag” indicating a possible fraud at-
tempt. When the victim returned to the 
bank branch to make a second withdrawal, 
the police intervened. 

While the suspects succeeded in getting 
away with the first withdrawal, they were 
foiled as a result of the intervention. How-
ever, as of last week there had been no ar-
rest related to this incident, although Pi-
mentel said there is an active investigation. 

Regarding the two previous arrests, Pi-
mentel said two suspects were arraigned 
recently at Montreal’s Palais de Justice on 
several charges, and remained detained 
last week pending further legal procedures.
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demic has affected them. “COVID has 
been problematic for us with staffing is-
sues. However, our customers have con-
tinued to support us.” 

I left the store with the hard-to-find Bag 
Balm in its famous bright green tin. I used 
to use it on my horse and it is great for 
dog’s abraided paws, not to mention mois-
turizer for hands with dry skin from gar-
dening. (We’re getting ready: we know 
those daffodils are spring-stretching under 
the ice.) 
Hogg’s Hardware 
4855 Sherbrooke St. 
Monday to Friday: 9 am to 6 pm 
Saturday: 9 am to 5 pm 
Sunday: 10 am to 5 pm

Retail Watch, cont’d from p. 21

CP’s Greene rail bridge gets some TLC after strikes 

Aided by flag personnel, workers were out painting the CP rail bridge over Greene between St. Anto-
ine St. and Prospect February 24. The work was presumably ordered after the February 7 and February 
14 vehicles strikes of the bridge (see February 15, p. 18). Photo: Independent

45% SOLD

STARTING AT $399,000 + TAX 

INDOOR PARKING 
APPLIANCES 

PRIVATE OUTDOOR SPACES 

514.385.0333 x 328 
WWW.THEEASTON.CA 
45 WESTMINSTER-S MONTREAL WEST

24 CONTEMPORARY ARTS & CRAFTS 
CONDOMINUM UNITS 
STUDIO • 1 BR • 2 BR • 3 BR • PH
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT 1404

Montreal-West
236 STRATHEARN AV. N.

Golden Square Mile
4 PLACE ONTARIO

 Tremblant Region | La Conception
CHIC SHACK PROJECT: NEW LOTS AVAILABLE

NEW TOP
LOCATION

Saint-Donat
107 CH. COUTU, LAC ARCHAMBAULT

Mont-Tremblant
6896 RIVE DU LAC-TREMBLANT,

LAC TREMBLANT

$3,295,000

3+1 51+1 4+1 2

EXCLUSIVE

18 Acres

CALL US FOR MORE UNITS EXCELLENT REVENUE PROPERTY

$2,895,000

$1,495,000 $1,495,000

Spring break 
is here!
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SOLD WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS!
521 av. Clarke, Westmount

NEW LISTING 
3123 ch. Daulac, Adj. Westmount 

$4,200,000

SOLD! 
3617 Marlowe Ave., Westmount Adj.

JUST LISTED & SOLD BY BRIAN
636 av. Belmont, Westmount

Edouard Gamache  
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor
T. 514-571-2345
edouard.gamache@evrealestate.com

Brian Dutch  
Real Estate Broker & Advisor · Private Office
T. 514-386-2902
brian.dutch@evrealestate.com | briandutch.com

BRIAN DUTCH
 ©2022 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed by a real estate broker or agency, please 
ignore this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec


