
A walk in the (Summit) woods 

Columnist and photographer Ralph Thompson follows the footsteps of others, literally, and takes 
the reader on a less well trodden path, see p. 18. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

44 signed up from ‘Westmount’ units 

Army’s assistance at vax 
centres ends after a month 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As of last week (February 15), when 
military assistance at Quebec’s booster vac-
cination centres officially ended, the last 
of the army reservists involved in “Oper-
ation Vector” returned to their home units. 

Among these were 44 officially listed as 
coming from Westmount units, according 
to Lieutenant Kary-Anne Poirier, public af-
fairs officer with the 34th Canadian Brig-
ade Group. 

“One interesting Westmount connec-
tion,” she said, was that the operation in 
the Montreal region was led by Lieut. Col. 
John Shore, commanding officer of the 
Royal Montreal Regiment (RMR). 

The 44 “Westmount” reservists were 
identified as coming from the RMR, whose 
armoury is on St. Catherine St. beside the 
Westmount recreation 
centre, and the 34 Signal 
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Hillside armoury ‘demo’ 
approved, see p. 13

Foot pain? 
Heel spur? 
Bunions?

— Consult — 
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist 

Dr. Jean-Maxime Rocheleau, podiatrist 

514-439-5112 
245 Victoria #525, Westmount
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‘Safe environment for teens:’ Cllr. Gallery 

Teen Zone partnership 
at WRC renewed by council 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s annual partnership agree-
ment with the YMCAs of Quebec for the 
Teen Zone at the Westmount recreation 
centre (WRC) was renewed by the city at 
its council meeting February 7. 

This year, the city’s annual financial 
contribution will be $56,192, payable in 

two instalments February 15 and July 15, 
according to the resolution moved by 
Councillor Mary Gallery, whose commis-
sionership includes sports and recreation. 
This compares with last year’s $53,773. 

Under the agreement, initially approved 
April 8, 2014, the centre is managed by 
the Y to combine city re-
sources with the Y’s ex-
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Passports still needed 
for WRC 

Vaccination passports are still re -
quired at the Westmount recreation 
centre until “at least March 14,” accord-
ing to Sports and Recreation director 
Dave Lapointe. This was the latest up-
date at the end of last week following 
Quebec’s easing of some restrictions.

continued on p. 10
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Toronto
190 Davenport Road
416.233.0339

Montreal
1448 Sherbrooke Street West 
514.284.9339

www.klinkhoff.ca
info@klinkhoff.ca

2022 Spring Sale | Invitation to Sell
Alan Klinkhoff Gallery is currently accepting artwork for sale or consignments to a 

Spring 2022 sale of Modern, Impressionist & 19th Century Art. The deadline for inclusion 
of your property in the Spring Sale is March 31, 2022.

Ulysse Comtois (1931-1999) Eclaircie, 1979, Oil on canvas, 36 x 42 in (91.4 x 106.7 cm) Sold.



Support for continued non-profit status 

City backs Atwater Library’s tax-exemption 
request to Quebec Municipal Commission 
By Laureen Sweeney 

An application by the Atwater Li-
brary and Computer Centre to the 
Quebec Municipal Commission to re-
tain its status as a non-profit organiza-
tion was supported by city council res-
olution February 7. 

This designation is conditional on 
the commission concluding the library 
“still meets the conditions required to con-
firm such a tax exemption” as recognized 
in November 2012, stated Councillor Anto-
nio D’Amico, finance commissioner, in 
moving the resolution. 

Pays for services 

While the library holds tax-exemption 
status on most portions of the property, 
“they are still bound to pay a compensation 
for municipal services,” he told the Inde-
pendent. 

This is a “similar kind of practice faced 
by houses of worship and educational in-
stitutions. 

“This compensation is imposed accord-
ing to the non-taxable value of the immove-
able entered on the real estate assessment 
roll at the rate of $0.3707 per $100 of the 
assessed value,” he explained. (This com-
pares with the mil rate on a single-family 
dwelling of $ 0.7459 and a non-residential 
rate of $2.9659.) 

$6k increase 

In 2021, this amount was $14,276, ac-
cording to Lynn Verge, the library’s execu-
tive director, an increase from $8,289 in 
2015. This was based on the commission’s 
ruling, the property assessment roll and 
the tax rate. 

The portions of the property deemed 
not tax exempt included three parking 

spaces rented out and the occupancy of of-
fice space by Foundation Aubin. On the 
other hand, non-profit occupants of the 
three-storey building such as the Montreal 
Children’s Library and the Canadian 
Writers’ Federation were included in the 
non-profit portion. 

Renewable after 9 years 

The library’s status as a non-profit or-
ganization is renewable after nine years 
but the application for this year is still 
under consideration. 

“Our assessed [property] value has gone 
up as we’ve upgraded our building,” Verge 
explained. “This included extensive code 
compliance work, major conservation to 
the exterior (masonry, windows and roof ), 
new and expanded washrooms, upgrades 
to public rooms, and the installation of an 
elevator and new accessible entrance.” 

Just as improvements to any house or 
building, these upgrades have increased 
the library’s assessment despite being 
funded by private donors and the federal 
government. 

“As unfair as it seems, we are being pe-
nalized by the municipal authorities… to 
ensure that a fine heritage building is fitted 
for more decades of community service.” 

She also reiterated previous complaints 
of having to pay Westmount permit fees 
based on the value of construction projects. 

Last year, many library sup-
porters wrote letters of concern 
over the amount of the city’s annual 
share of grants to some six or seven 
non-profit organizations that pro-
vide specific services to Westmount 
residents the city is unable to, in 
this case to the library for its com-
puter courses.
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DANIELLE ALLARIE 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com
514.730.8708 
dallarie@gmail.com

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com

Montréal-Ouest – 75-77 Ronald Drive 
$879,000 | MLS 20429602

NDG – 3817 Rue Botrel  
$2,400/month x 12 month | MLS 18882712 

FOR RENT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

Your Search Ends Here!

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514 933-6781

Westmount Condo – NEW PRICE! 
Cosy 1-bedroom ground-floor apartment in No 1 
Wood, with a nice private outdoor patio. Ideal for 
pied-à-terre living or for downsizers. Directly 
across from Westmount Square for shopping 
and metro. Now asking $649,000

sylvielafreniere.com/youtube 

NDG Triplex – NEW PRICE! 
Drenched in sunlight, top location, only 23 steps 
from the Vendôme metro and 63 steps to the 
MUHC hospital! Fully renovated and move-in 
condition. All apartments equipped with appli-
ances and split system AC/heat pump. Parking 
for 2 cars (tandem). Now asking $1,599,000

Police Report, p. 6 

Letters, p. 8 

Pet Page, p. 14 

Lucy & Tyson, p. 15 

City Views: clothing retailer 
Cheryl Glense, p. 16 

T’s Takes, p. 18 

infoWestmount, p. 12

per $100 of value: 
Atwater’s ‘compensation’ rate 
$0.3707 
Tax (mil) rates 
Single-family = $0.7459 
Non-residential = $2.9659
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
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Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

‘Excited, motivated and prepared’ 

Matthew Frenkiel honoured as player of the month 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Matthew Frenkiel was named last week 
as the city’s hockey player of the month for 
January, announced Andrew Maislin, op-
erations manager for Westmount’s Sports 
and Recreation department. 

“He plays with the U/M9-3 Wings team 
and is in his first season playing inter-city 
hockey for Westmount,” Maislin said. No 
stranger to the game, however, Matthew 
graduated from the MAHG instructional 
hockey program. 

According to the team’s head coach Paul 
Tsang, “Matthew is a dream to coach be-
cause he is excited, motivated and comes 
prepared to learn every time. He’s a posi-
tive influence both on and off the ice, 
which is so important as young players de-
velop their skills and learn to play as a 
team. Matthew’s just simply a great team-
mate.” 

The player-of-the-month recognition 
program was launched in November 2019 
to acknowledge how, through hockey and 
sports as a whole, children are able to de-
velop sportsmanship, teamwork and dis-
cipline, which they can then transfer into 
other areas of their lives. 

Photo courtesy of Westmount Sports and Recreation.
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Bunny Berke
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bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
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CASTANS, FRANCE 
Nestled in the mountains of a small 
village in the south of France is this 
lovely bungalow with an indoor pool. 
This treasure is about 800 kilometers 
from Paris, a suburb of Bordeaux. 
$500,000 MLS 27381149Can showcase many types of visual arts 

Applications now accepted 
for Gallery at Vic Hall 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s annual application period for 
Westmount artists to submit proposals for 
the next exhibition season at the Gallery in 
Victoria Hall is now under way from Feb-
ruary 15 to April 15. 

The proposals are open to emerging, 
semi-professional or established artists re-
siding in Westmount. Selected artists will 
be offered a solo or shared exhibition at the 
Gallery at Victoria Hall. 

“At the Gallery, we are equipped to 
showcase a variety of mediums,” said Mé-
lissa Denis-Daigneault, Community Events 
technician. “These include photography, 

painting, drawing, printmaking, textile and 
some installations such as sculpture. We 
are open to proposals from artists working 
with a variety of visual arts mediums.” 

Proposals are evaluated by the Gallery 
selection committee. A visit to the artist’s 
studio may be requested during the evalu-
ation period. 

Proposals must include: 10 high resol-
ution images of recent works, a descriptive 
list including the titles and details for each 
of the submitted works, a brief curriculum 
vitae and an artist’s statement. Eligibility 
and an application form are available on 
the city’s website under recreation-culture/ 
community-events-gallery.

Delivering Valentine’s greetings 

Helping with the Valentine’s Day de-
livery of flowers, cookies and cards Febru-
ary 14 to 50 seniors are, from left, Contac-
tivity centre outreach worker Fiona Smith, 
Public Security assistant director Kimber-
ley Colquhoun and Councillor Kathleen 
Kez, public security commissioner. 

“The recipients were so happy to see us 
and loved receiving a rose on Valentine’s 
Day,” Colquhoun said. 

“Some expressed that they couldn’t wait 
to try the cookie with their afternoon tea.” 

The Valentine’s surprise visits and pres-
ents were a joint initiative of the Contac-
tivity Seniors’ Centre and Westmount’s 
Public Security department involving sen-
iors on their vulnerable peoples’ registry 
and the daily Telecheck calls (see story Feb-
ruary 15, p. 3.) 

Photo courtesy of Public Security.
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Do you have COVID-19 
symptoms?

Self-isolate

and take
an at-home
rapid test.

To learn more

Let’s continue to 
protect ourselves.

Québec.ca/selfisolating 

Police Report 

Second arrest made in ongoing 
local ‘grandparent’ frauds 
By Martin C. Barry 

Following the arrest of a phone scam 
suspect at a home in Westmount last 
month, police at the SPVM’s Station 12 re-
port a second suspect was taken into cus-
tody last week in conjunction with several 
more “grandparent” frauds perpetrated or 
attempted recently in Westmount. 

Officers from Station 12 arrested the 
first fraud suspect on January 25 after a re-
tired Westmounter had been fooled into 
believing false claims that a close relative 
was in trouble with the law and in need of 
bail money in the US (see February 18, p. 
18). 

Scam: ‘Grandchild’ in trouble on vacation 

In a similar fraud incident reported to 
staff at Station 12 on February 10, another 
retired Westmount resident filed a crimi-
nal complaint about being targeted by sus-
pects who were using the so-called grand-
parent scheme. 

According to Station 12 community re-
lations officer Adalbert Pimentel, the com-
plainant reported receiving a call from 
someone claiming to be their grandchild, 
saying he had been arrested by the police 
while on vacation overseas. 

The plaintiff was persuaded to send sev-
eral thousand dollars to post bail. An ac-
complice of the perpetrators was sent to 
pick the money up in person at the victim’s 
home in Westmount. 

In an additional phase of the scam after 
the initial amount had been paid, the sus-
pects contacted the victim again to say that 
a further amount, several thousand dollars 
higher, would be needed to cover more 
legal expenses. 

RCMP impersonator 

In another case with similarities, yet 

another resident went to the station, this 
time on February 11, to report that he re-
ceived a call from an individual claiming 
to be with the RCMP. 

The caller maintained that the resident’s 
grandchild had been involved in an acci-
dent causing injuries to others, and that 
$10,000 was needed to bail the grandchild 
out of jail. Again, the caller told the victim 
that an officer would be sent to pick up the 
money. 

The following day, the victim was again 
contacted and told the amount to pay had 
risen by a few thousand dollars because 
one of the people injured in the accident 
had died. 

Grandchild scam #3 

And in yet one more incident, on Feb-
ruary 12 a third Westmounter filed a com-
plaint of being targeted by phone by indi-
viduals posing as law enforcement officials 
seeking large sums of money to deal with 
legal problems involving a grandchild. 

According to Pimentel, all the cases in-
volved residents living on streets between 
Sherbrooke and Côte St. Antoine in West-
mount. 

He said that in at least one of the three 
cases, investigators from Station 12 coor-
dinated efforts with the victim and were 
able to arrest a suspect at the victim’s home 
on February 11 when a money pick-up was 
set to take place. 

While he could not confirm that the 
suspect arrested in January had anything 
to do with the subsequent incidents, Pi-
mentel said the investigators are treating 
them all for the time being as “related inci-
dents.” 

He said the perpetrators appeared to 
have enough basic information on each of 
the victims to surmise they had grand-
children, and that one hypothesis is that 
they obtained it by browsing publicly-ac-
cessible social media accounts. 

Pimentel suggested that the best thing 
seniors can do when they find themselves 
being targeted by phone by suspicious 
callers is simply to hang up. “If it’s legit, 
they’ll get back in touch with you,” he said. 
If still in doubt, he added, call relatives or 
friends to verify what might be going on.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right 
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be 

considered for publication the following 
week. 

email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

‘No need to be alarmed:’ supermarket industry rep 

2021 Kellogg’s strike continues to affect local supermarket shelves 
By Jennifer Ball 

If you have wondered, while doing the 
weekly shopping rounds, why some West-
mount grocers’ shelves have gaps in the 
non-perishable sections, read on. 

They are experiencing a shortage of Kel-
logg’s products. The issue is affecting all 
of Kellogg’s brands: Pop-Tarts, Corn Flakes, 
Rice Krispies and Pringles chips, to name 
a few and it started back with a Kellogg em-
ployee strike in 2021. 

Kellogg employees walked off the job in 
October 2021, but they ratified their con -
tract and resolved the labour dispute on 
December 21. 

Although Kellogg Canada declined an 
interview, they provided a statement. 

“Kellogg Canada has experienced on-
going challenges as our business con-
tinues to be impacted by the ongoing pan-
demic, rising commodity and freight infla-
tion, logistics challenges, packaging and 
labour shortages, as well as the prolonged 
work stoppage at four of our US cereal 
plants in Q4 2021. Although indicative of 
the challenged operating environment all 
manufacturers are experiencing, we’ve 
been working hard to address these inter-
mittent shortages. This includes a con-
tinued focus on rebuilding inventory 
across our customer distribution networks 

to help ensure we return to consistent and 
reliable in-store availability as quickly as 
we can, and get consumers’ beloved Kel-
logg’s cereal brands back on store shelves.” 

Since 1963, the Retail Council of Canada 
(RCC) has been an advocacy association 
for retailers. The RCC represents over 
45,000 businesses and online merchants 
in general merchandise, drug and grocery. 

Francis Mailly joined the RCC in 2019 
as a manager, government relations, groc-
ery division and is the spokesperson for 
IGA (managed by Sobeys), and Metro (that 
also manages 5 Saisons). 

“In normal times – in non-pandemic 

times – two months after a labour strike, 
the customer would not see downstream 
effects but the strike compounded with 
global supply chain issues and a labour 
shortage has resulted in some bare 
shelves,” Mailly said. 

“It is going to resolve by itself but it is 
still going to be fragile. Even if it is entirely 
resolved, it will be possible to have delays 
for Kellogg’s products, for a few days, as 
for any other product.” 

For the stores under Mailly’s remit – 
IGA, Metro and 5 Saisons in Westmount 
– broadly speaking the labour shortage is 
making it hard to bring products from 

point A to point B, in a normal stretch of 
time, to make sure that all the shelves are 
full at the same time. 

“There are some empty shelves not be-
cause the product is missing but because 
we don’t have the arms to put the products 
on the shelves,” Mailly said. “That is right 
across job roles. The entire chain is fragile. 
There is no lack of food at all. It is only de-
layed.” 

Mailly wanted to stress that there should 
be awareness on the part of shoppers but no 
need to be alarmed. “There is similar pro-
duce out there for the type of produce that 
is getting to the market later,” Mailly said.

Sowing the seeds of inclusion at Zera Café 

February is Jewish Disability Awareness, Acceptance & Inclusion Month 
By Ralph Thompson 

February is Jewish Disability Aware-
ness, Acceptance & Inclusion Month 
(JDAIM) and Westmounter Joel Segal, 
president of Federation CJA, introduced 
the Independent to Zera Café, one of the 
many entities that the federation supports 
in the greater Montreal Jewish community 
related to children and adults living with 
disabilities. 

“There are 16,000 disabled Jewish 
people, 15 years or older living in the greater 
Montreal area,” said Carly Goodman, sen-
ior manager, community belonging & dis-
ability inclusion for Federation CJA. 

Zera is a not-for-profit business located 
since February 1 inside Cummings House 
on Côte St. Catherine. It is a catering ser-
vice founded in March 2020 by Eve Roch-
man, a McGill graduate in commerce and 
in health and social services. Cummings 
has a large commercial kitchen that has 
been underused since the start of the pan-
demic. 

For Rochman, the pandemic cloud has 

had a silver lining. Zera means “seed” in 
Hebrew and Rochman’s vision was to de-
velop a business with inclusion and diver-
sity in hiring people that worked to help 
them to grow and flourish as valued em-
ployees and community members. The 

café currently employs six young neurodi-
verse people four days a week to prepare 
and deliver meals around Montreal. Vol-
unteers also help out. 

“These young people get a chance to 
grow, they feel valued, they work hard and 

get the job done just like anyone else,” said 
an enthusiastic Rochman. 

The very diverse menu is prepared 
weekly and displayed online (https://zera-
cafe.ca). Frozen meals from previous 
weeks can also be ordered online. The café 
is not open for sit-down meals at this time 
because of COVID constraints, but you can 
visit their website.

Members of Federation CJA and a few of the Zera Café team in the Cummings House kitchen on 
February 17: from left, Joel Segal, Jonathan Novack, Eyal Faitelis, Pamela Teitelbaum, Cary Goodman 
and Eva Rochman – holding a tray of quiches.

Select shelves seen February 14 of the Metro grocery store on Victoria, left; 5 Saisons on Greene, middle; and the Alexis Nihon IGA, with a sign (inset) 
explaining the current challenge.
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Well-balanced COVID 
measures finally respect 
the rights of seniors 
This press release was received February 16 by 
the Independent. 

The CIUSSS West-Central Montreal 
Users’ Committee is delighted with the 
measures announced today by the [provin-
cial] minister responsible for Seniors and 
Caregivers, Marguerite Blais, and the na-
tional [Quebec] director of Public Health, 
Dr. Luc Boileau, at a press conference held 
today. 

“We feel that a real balance has been 
struck between respecting the autonomy 
of residents, their psychological, emotional 
and relational well-being and the new pro-
tective measures of COVID in line with the 
current vaccination context and the char-
acteristics of the Omicron variant. It’s 
about time,” says Irène Demczuk, resource 
person for the committee. 

The users’ committee believes that this 
easing of measures will change the lives of 
many seniors, even in an outbreak situ-
ation. 

“With these measures, we will finally 
stop penalizing seniors who did not have 
COVID, but who remained in ‘preventive 
isolation’ for 10 days in their room because 
they had a distant contact with a positive 
person, most often a staff member. Min-
ister Blais’ announcement shows that we 
can move beyond overprotective and even 

ageist attitudes and base prevention prac-
tices on current data while respecting the 
rights of seniors, who are full-fledged 
citizens,” said the committee spokesper-
son. 

The Users’ Committee hopes that the 
CIUSSS and CISSS will be able to monitor 
the application of these measures in ac-
cordance not only with the new directive 
but also with respect for the autonomy and 
rights of residents. 

The Users’ Committee of the CIUSSS 
West-Central Montreal brings together 13 
users’ and residents’ committees. It was one 
of the f irst to sound the alarm on preventive 
isolation measures for seniors in a document 
sent on January 17 to Ministers Dubé and 
Blais entitled “When prevention is experienced 
as a prison” (see January 25 Independent, 
p. 6). 

Tréja-vu on Grosvenor – 
Can’t we be told in advance? 

Yet again (see letters: October 22, 2019 
p. 8 and November 9, 2021 p. 6) my Gros-
venor Ave. home has been rendered inac-
cessible by construction activities without 
warning. This time for aqueduct repair 
(above right). 

My message remains as before…would 
it be possible to get advance notification in 
order to make adjustments in my daily 
 routine? 

Patrick Fitz Gerald, 
Grosvenor Ave.

Fantastic falcon 
A visitor to Chesterfield Ave. Spotted in 

my neighbour’s plum tree on 29 January. 
Photo taken after a light snack of a junco 
or sparrow. 

Northern goshawk, I believe. 
Fantastic. 
Thomas LaPierre, Chesterfield Ave.

Striking statue 
Driving along St. Jacques heading east, 

we saw this against the skyline. It’s on the 
grounds next to the Glen Hospital (Glen 
Path Hill?). Artist unknown. 

Strik ing! 
George and Beryl Bowser, 

Columbia Ave. 

Not the source 
RE: “Firefighters answer eight calls at 

‘4300’ in less than six weeks” (February 15, 
p. 12). Notwithstanding that this article 
mentions that the unidentified source is at 
the Stanton fire station, I’ve received sev-
eral calls inquiring if it was me. 

My response: No, not me. 
In the interest of accuracy, the former 

owner bcIMC sold the building to Minto 
REIT in November 2019. There have since 
been eight individuals in the roles of dis-
trict manager, property manager and serv-
ice coordinator. 
Stephen Cohen, de Maisonneuve Blvd.
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(13,500+ in COVID times due to closed municipal buildings) 

Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 
Owned and published by: 

Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Letters to the editor

Correction: 
One trailer, moved 

Contrary to what we wrote February 8 
(p. 14), the trailer currently at the northwest 
corner of the 4898 de Maisonneuve lot is 
the same one that has been on site for 
some time. It was previously on the eastern 
edge of the property. – DP.



February 22, 2022 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 9

  

 

christinamille
514.934.2480

  

 

er.ca

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Homes 

  

 

& con

  

 

odos f
NEW LISTING

  

 

aleor S
NEW LISTING

  

 

  

 

ONE MAGRAND ST

CROIS. BELMONT I WES

$5,980,000

  

 

STUNNING ANOR

STMOUNT

0
RU

$

  

 

TERFRONT PROPERTY AWAW

E MAIN | HUDSON

$3,700,000

  

 

TIMELESS IRRESISTIBLE FE

BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE | W

$3,325,000

  

 

REVENUE

V. PRUD

TURESEA

WESTMOUNT A

$2

  

 

E PROPERTY | 8-PLEX

D’HOMME | CDN/NDG

2,600,000

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

NEWLY PRICED

  

 

D

  

 IRRESISTIBLE TURN-KEY 

ON | WESTMTV. HOLAVA

$1,998,000

  

 RESIDENCE SUNNY

PORT R

$
MOUNT

0

  

 ONDOY & SPACIOUS C

AL | VILLE-MARIEROY

$1,950,000

  

 ELEGANT WESTMOUNT C

, Weuneva Airotci6 V23
ofusion immobilier inPr

BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE | W

$825,000

  

 STUNNING

OONC

ONDOC

8MZ 23c Hebeu, QtnuomtseW
c. - Real Estate Agency

ESTMOUNT LE C

$699,00

  

 G VIEWS OF THE CITY

mo $2,650/|

LISTINGS.
ALL OF OUR 

O VIEW T
AN ME SC

ORDE | VILLE-MARIE

00 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 



10 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February 22, 2022

pertise and track record of operating teen 
zones across Canada (see story February 
11, 2014). 

During last fall’s COVID limitations, the 
Teen Zone was open with restricted access 
prior to closing on December 21, according 
to Dave Lapointe, Sports and Recreation 
director. It has been open for in-person 
participation since January 17 but at 50-per-
cent capacity. 

Online programming 

“Over the course of the pandemic, the 
Teen Zone has been offering online pro-
gramming activities such as tutoring and 
intervention when open and closed,” he 
noted. 

The teens’ access to the WRC is limited 

to the Teen Zone (TZ) and “The TZ coor-
dinators are responsible for the governance 
of all COVID-related protocolism” La-
pointe explained. 

“It’s an important partnership with the 
city,” Councillor Gallery said last week. 
“Since 2014, this dedicated space in the 
WRC provides a safe environment for 
teens to gather, connect and build relation-
ships, an alternative to home and school. 
We are very proud of this important part-
nership in our community and encourage 
more kids to go and check it out.” 

She said the Teen Zone’s staff promotes 
the centre to increase participation by con-
tacting and delivering flyers to the many 
schools in Westmount as well as through 
social media platforms and websites.

Teen Zone, cont’d from p. 1

Regiment now based there too, as well as 
the 2 Field Regiment of Artillery, which is 
located in the armoury on Côte des Neiges 
Rd. just east of the Westmount border, 
which it shares with the Hussars, whose 
participants were also included in the 
Westmount total. 

Because many of the reservists have 
full-time jobs or are students, only those 
who were available were able to sign on to 
the work at the vaccination centres. 

Operation Vector was tasked with re-

ception duties, guiding people through the 
vaccination steps, and cleaning and disin-
fecting areas and surfaces. The reserve 
force members signed a 30-day contract 
with the possibility of extension depending 
on their availability and the needs of the 
operation. 

When a vaccination centre no longer 
required support, the soldiers returned to 
their units or were re-assigned to another 
centre.

Army’s assistance, cont’d from p. 1

Corporal Youk of the Royal Montreal Regiment signals that he is available to register the next person 
at the Olympic stadium January 6.

Corporal Green of the RMR assists at the Olympic stadium January 6.

Master Corporal Martel of the 2 Field Artillery at his work station at the vaccination centre in 
Ahuntsic January 27. Photos courtesy of Canadian Armed Forces.

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)

(Pro dly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

* Personal & corporate tax returns * Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions * Planning in family income tax
* Consultation-Business organiational structure
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B

Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

* Personal & corporate tax returns 
* Tax consultation in home and car deductions 
* Consultation-Business organizational structure 
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries 

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping 
* Planning in family income tax 
* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries 
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports
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To allow ‘reconstruction’ of heritage building 

Demo permit approved at hearing for Hillside armoury 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s Demolition Committee gave 
its approval February 17 for a demolition 
permit regarding the dismantling of 87 
percent of the vacant armoury at 1-3 Hill-
side, which was described as showing sig-
nificant deterioration. This permit is 
required whenever 50 percent or more of 
a building’s exterior is removed. 

In this case, the decision came after a 
two-hour long online Zoom hearing and 
deliberation on the demolition application 
to convert the vacant 1910 industrial build-
ing into a five-storey project to include 
some 27 new residential units. 

One reason for the approval was the 
“positive economic and social impact” it 
would have on the mainly residential char-
acter of the area, Councillor Conrad Peart 
stated in moving an approval resolution. 

It was adopted unanimously by the 
Demolition Committee, which consists of 
all members of the council, after a half 
hour period of deliberation. 

PAC, council disagree 

While the decision did not “align” with 
an “unfavourable recommendation” from 
the city’s Planning Advisory Committee 
(PAC), he noted that the roles of the city’s 
design review committee and the council 
had different aspects to consider. 

Peart, who, as the city’s commissioner 
of urban planning and infrastructure, is a 
member of the PAC, said he considered 
the project to dismantle 87 percent of the 
building constituted a “reconstruction” of 
what had been there rather than a “resto-
ration” as presented at the hearing by de-
velopers. 

Other reasons cited in the approval res-
olution were that the majority of 29 letters 
of comment or opposition received by the 
city favoured the demolition to make way 
for the development project and that an 

analysis by the city’s Urban Planning de-
partment showed the proposal met criteria 
of the demolition by-law. 

Among others were that numerous 
transformations of the heritage-rated 
build ing over the years had already affected 
the authenticity of the original riding acad-
emy turned armoury. 

Must go through SCAOPI 

Obtaining a demolition permit is the 
first step before the replacement plan is 
subjected to the city’s SCAOPI process for 
projects that do not conform to current 
zoning. In this case, this is for height and 
density. 

Most questioners came from next door 

Of more than 12 questioners at the 
webinar meeting, most lived in the condo 
building at 11 Hillside Ave. directly west of 

the armoury, objecting to what they con-
sidered to be their lack of privacy resulting 
from the windowed west wall of the pro-
posed new building. 

They were reminded that their own 
building had brought more than 40 new 
families to the area. This followed approval 
of a demolition permit for the former site 
of Giant Steps School, located in what had 
been a curling club. 

Councillor Matt Aronson, who repre-
sents the District 7, asked the developers a 
number of questions concerning the pro-
ject. 

Among them were whether any excava-
tion was required, steps to ensure any of 
the work was not a burden to neighbours, 
communication plans and whether the 
project’s power supply would be based on 
traditional Hydro Westmount electricity or 
solar panels, for example. 

He was told it was too early to discuss 
the electricity issue but that a request from 
neighbours for a weekly newsletter was 
being integrated into a communication 
plan, and that excavation work would fol-
low normal procedures, but was required 
since the current basement was only seven 
feet high. It had been built as a stable. 

Aronson said the answers were “in-
credibly satisfying” and put his mind at 
ease. He subsequently seconded the appro-
val resolution. 

Cllr. Aronson: 
Building verges on dangerous 

He said he was “really sensitive to the 
objections of the neighbours. Nobody 
wants to live in a construction zone. Noting 
that housing was in short supply in West-
mount and that the vacant armoury now 
verged on presenting a danger, he was fa-
vourable to the benefits the project would 
provide. 

Under the proposal described at the 
hearing, the entire east wall of the armoury 
along Hillside Lane needed to be removed 
along with roof and (window) openings ac-
counting for most of the 87 percent of 
demolition (see also story February 1, p. 
10). 

Built as a riding academy, the building 
had been used for 67 years as an armoury 
until vacated by the 34 Combat Engineer 
Regiment (formerly the 3 Field Engineers) 
before it moved out in 2014, citing deterio-
rated condition. 

Starting in 2017, it was sold by Canada 
Lands to a developer whose projected use 
and plans fell through before the property 
was acquired by Groupimmo Élite at the 
end of 2018 (see story April 2, 2019, p. 6). 

Luciano and Maya Girlando, of Group -
immo Élite, presented the current plan for 
a stepped-back five-storey building (see 
story February 8, p. 10).

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

The east wall of the Hillside armoury, which faces Hillside Lane and Westmount High, as seen Feb-
ruary 21. Photo: Independent.
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Lovely Luna 

Her name is Luna but it could be 
Happy. 

Still so young at 13 months of age, this 
beautiful husky had a rough beginning of 
life yet is now so very happy, affectionate 
and playful. She is in foster care for the 
grassroots animal rescue Gerdy’s Rescues 
& Adoptions and her foster family reports 
that she is very bright and enjoys enrich-
ment toys that keep her mind busy. 

She has also learned her basic com-
mands and is being taught new ones, 
which she is keen on responding to as well. 

As a husky, the great outdoors is calling 

her, throughout her long walks, playtime 
in the dog park or games in the fenced 
backyard. Luna is very social and interac-
tive. She is keen on the company of other 
dogs and enjoys older children but is not 
used to cats. As a youngster still, she needs 
the constancy of leash training and learn-
ing to control her joy when she meets new 
people! 

Luna is very healthy, up to date on her 
vaccinations, spayed and microchipped. If 
you would like more information on her, 
please do not hesitate to contact the volun-
teers at Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions at 
their website www.gerdysrescue.org and 
email them at info@gerdysrescue.org to 
fill out an adoption application form. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Mini Mouse and Tiger 

Black, long-haired Mini Mouse is a deli-
cate pixie while her buddy Tiger is a hunky 
lovebug. 

Both are in a foster family for the Mon-
treal SPCA, ready for adoption into a for-
ever family. 

Mini Mouse is curious and adorably af-
fectionate while Tiger is surprisingly shy 
at the beginning but warms up when 
coaxed out of his shell. Mini Mouse is quite 
the playful beauty at nine years of age, 
while Tiger is a cuddly handsome classic 
grey tabby of six years of age. Mini Mouse 

is the instigator: she encourages Tiger to 
come out of his shell and then they enjoy 
playtime together and with family 
members. 

Both are healthy, up to date with their 
inoculations, sterilized and microchipped. 
Tiger had dental work done and has fewer 
teeth so he is on a diet of wet food, which 
he quite enjoys. 

If you would like more information on 
Mini Mouse, please refer to her identifica-
tion number 49129716 and also Tiger’s 
identification number 49129839, which are 
on their profile pages at the www.spca.com 
website. Please fill out the adoption appli-
cation forms online at the centre of each 
page, the first step to an appointment at 
the shelter to meet the adoption coordina-
tor for them. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com
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ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

‘Are we there yet?’ Maccarone offers bursaries 
for second time 

Jennifer Maccarone, the provincial legis-
lator for Westmount-Saint-Louis, launched 
the second edition of her student bursary 
program February 17. It is for students liv-
ing and attending a post-secondary insti-
tution in the riding. Four bursaries will be 
awarded, two for $500 to CEGEP students 
and two for $1,000 to undergraduates. 

To be eligible, students must meet cer-
tain criteria and register for consideration 
by March 10: bit.ly/3sGbLim. 

“I am very proud to renew the bursary 
program for a second consecutive year. We 
have increased the amount of the bursaries 
and I hope that they will help encourage our 
youth to pursue their post-secondary edu-
cation at an institution in the riding,” said 
Maccarone in a press release the same day. 

Westmount resident and bursary recipi-
ent Emma Westenberg wrote about her ex-
periencing interning for Maccarone in the 
Independent’s June 1, 2021 issue (p. 9).



The brights of spring! 

What a way to leave winter blues be-
hind! St. Tropez meets Sherbrooke St. 
soon. 

Cheryl Glense, the fashion guru behind 
the Westmount shops Ritsi and Courval, 
is opening a Vilebrequin boutique. The 
first flagship store in Canada will launch 
early May! 

Although I usually wear black, thanks 

to working so closely with Iona Monohan, 
renowned as Canada’s finest fashion edi-
tor, I may have to re-consider. Born in the 
French Riviera, Vilebrequin brings brights 
just in time for spring and summer. Fa-
mous around the world for its colourful 
prints for babies, teens, men and women, 
the brand offers beautiful bathing suits as 
well as go-everywhere beach wear. 

I spoke with Cheryl in her other shops 
(busy lady!). Once again, there I was tempt -
ed to betray the elegance of ebony as the 
seasonal colours she showed at Ritsi were 
more than alluring. Most of her cashmere 
collections – sweaters, slouchy pants, travel 
scarves – come in rainbow tones: fuchsia, 
Matisse blue and the prettiest petunia pink 
– a colour I usually loathe. 

In addition, she has fabulous fashions 
in linen from Italy by Bottega di Brunella. 
“and I carry Dead Supply and Rails for my 
younger clientele,” she adds. 

The shop’s bold jewellery line from Lon-
don is the perfect accessory. Her connect-
ing shop Courval has lingerie that is not 
only louche and sexy but flannel and 
comfy. 

The Diamond T robes (even one with a 
Downton Abbey look and feel) are still “best-
sellers.” (The line has been around for 100 
years by the way, so they are doing some-
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We compound medication for your pet 
Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes, 

liquids, creams). It s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food! 

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI 
Pharmacy  

5025 Sherbrooke W. (between Claremont & Grey) Suite 102 
(ground floor entrance) H4A 1S9 – 514 484 2222
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Veronica Redgrave

Cheryl Glense. Sadly, I could not show the back of this chic cashmere coat-let. It had “sunshine” 
written in colourful letters!
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B.514.934.1818 
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www.baudinet.ca

REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Top 1% 
in Canada

AMAZING FULLY RENOVATED CONDO

Diamond Award Winner 
Top 10 team for 

Royal Lepage Quebec. 
2009–2017

EXCEPTIONAL 4 BEDROOM FAMILY

PERFECTLY MAINTAINED DUPLEX LARGE TWO-STORY 3 BEDROOM CONDO

NEW PRICE FEATURED

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

thing right.) 
Courval is not just any 

lingerie shop. Passers-by have 
already commented on the 
masked black bikini-clad cur-
vaceous mannequins in the 
window, which “attract a lot of 
clients!” she laughed. 

The shop Courval itself is a 
long-time landmark, celebra-
ting a centennial four years ago 
(see February 6, 2018, p. 1). 
From the fun leopard carpet-
ing to the early-season Shan 
bathing suits in Ritsi and the 
best-selling Marie Jo bras and 
Hanky Panky lacey panty line 
in Courval, Cheryl Glense 
understands the fickle fashion 
market. The proof? She is 
opening her third store. Can’t 
wait! 

Ritsi & Courval 
Open: 11 am to 5 pm, 
Tuesday to Saturday 
Closed: Sunday and Monday 
4623 Sherbrooke St. 

The Canadian flagship 
Vilebrequin will be at 4912 
Sherbrooke St., formerly site 
of a Videotron store. 
Opens in May 2022.

Planned for May: Vilebrequin store here, as seen February 21. 
Photo: Independent.
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A less well 
trodden path 

Summit Woods is a Westmount gem 
discovered over and again by Westmount -
ers, Montrealers and visitors from far and 
wide, along with their four-legged partners. 

On a sunny Sunday afternoon, the main 
oval area, “A” (see map) can become quite 
crowded, but how many have ventured a 
little further north, beyond the Summit 
Circle walking path to much quieter areas 
B or even C? 

I have occasionally wandered into area 
B, but never gone much beyond the first 
200 or 300 meters. 

Area ‘B’ 

Judging by cross-tracks, area B is a well-
used shortcut between Ridgewood Ave., For-
est Hill Ave. and area A. But I was curious. 

Was it possible to walk the full length 
of area B and even C, from the west arriv-
ing at the junction of Belvedere Rd., Côte 
des Neiges Rd. and the Westmount Public 
Works yard? 

It’s clear from Google maps, the total 
area of area B and C is almost as large as 
the popular oval area A, but much less 
used. 

On February 9, I set out early, as I often 
do, to enjoy a beautiful sunrise, take some 
photographs and follow the trail in area B 
end to end, if possible. 

In all cases, I followed existing tracks. 
With the snow and the lack of any signage 
on the topic, it is not clear whether these 
are official, 12-month paths or winter-only 
creations of users. 

Starting at the corner of Oakland Ave. 
and Gordon Cresc., the first part of the trek 
is similar to the rest of Summit Woods, un-

dulating terrain with well-compacted, wide 
trails, but it quickly becomes more inter-
esting. 

The track narrows, there are few east-
west options and some fairly steep gradi-
ents with a number of fallen trees and 
other obstacles. It twists and turns east-
ward, at one point climbing up quite close 
to Summit Circle. 

After this point, the gradient dips down-
wards. The path veers sharply left close Bel -
vedere Rd. There was no evidence of a con-
tinuation of the trail east into section C. 

At this point, the trail becomes just a 
few foot prints, possibly a short cut from 
Forest Hill Ave. to Belvedere. There’s a 

short steep descent heading 
north slightly west, then 
the trail of footprints turns 
back to the east, and a nar-
row collection of imprints 
leads along the top of an 
escarpment with Côte des 
Neiges Rd. and the sprawl-
ing Notre Dame des Neiges 
and Mount Royal cem-
eteries visible on the left. 

It really feels more like 
a Westmount wilderness, 
with tangled bushes and 
twisted undergrowth for 
the next 300 or 400 meters. 

The ending 

It becomes fairly rough 
terrain and as the woods 
narrow to a point, at the 
junction of Belvedere and 
Côte des Neiges and there 
was just a solitary pair of 
footprints in the snow, 
possibly, made by someone 
like me, determined to 
reach the end of the woods, 
just because you can. 

The latter section is 
more rugged than the rest 
of the Woods, for sure, but 

there are several points that branch off 
back up to the Summit Circle walking 
path or Belvedere Rd. 

Over the full length of this part of the 
woods, area B, about a kilometer, I met one 
solitary man with his two dogs. 

It was a peaceful trek, no loud conver-
sations on cell phones or individuals bark-
ing at their dogs. Just a quiet peaceful hike 
in the woods. 

My camera was at the ready for wildlife, 
maybe an elusive red fox or curious screech 
owl, but I only saw a few squirrels, a couple 
of dark-eyed juncos and a few crows. 

There’s a diverse collection of tree var-
ieties, including a small grove of birch. 

Area ‘C’ 

To make a complete loop, there is a 
steep trail that leads up and across area C, 
cutting off the long U-shaped curve of Bel-
vedere. This was used by domestic staff 
going to work in upper Westmount, ac-
cording to an article in the Indie some years 
ago. 

The craggy rock face running along the 
lower part of Belvedere is quite interesting, 
a great place for basic rock climbing, if it 
were accessible – a whole new outside ac-
tivity for Westmounters, maybe naming it 
Falaise St. Westmount? 

One could imagine the small Public 
Works yard being made into an extension 
of the Woods, allowing a trail to develop to 
the far end of area C, connecting to Trafal-
gar Rd., then turning back and running 
parallel to Belvedere Rd. along the falaise, 
the length of C and then back up towards 
Summit Woods walking path. The whole 
loop around would make a healthy two-
kilometer hike. 

If you go, I recommend donning cleats 
at this time of the year and taking a hiking 
stick if you’re a little unsteady. In my 
opinion, this is a fun wilderness trail, ideal 
for the slightly more adventurous who 
wish to enjoy a quieter, more serene less 
well-trodden path.

T’s Takes 

Ralph Thompson

An aerial view looking southeast at the eastern part of Summit Woods, photographed February 9 at sunrise. The houses at centre right are on Summit 
Circle near Summit Rd. The loop in the lower centre of the photo is Belvedere Rd. making its way down to Côte des Neiges, which runs from bottom 
left to top right.

N

E
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Ville-Marie
441 PRÉSIDENT-KENNEDY AV., APT. 1802

$869,000

Westmount
4855 BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE W., APT. 604, 

$945,000

Westmount
491 ARGYLE AV.

$1,795,000

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Westmount Adjacent
4709 VICTORIA AV.

$1,675,000

NEW

Montréal West
236 STRATHEARN AV. N.

$1,495,000

NEW

Golden Square Mile
5 PLACE ONTARIO

SOLD

Golden Square Mile
PORT-ROYAL, APT. PH9

SOLD

Saint-Donat I Lac Archambault
107 CH. COUTU

$3,295,000

Outremont
126 MAPLEWOOD AV.

$3,195,000

CONDITIONAL
OFFER

La Conception
ROUTE DES ÉRABLES

Golden Square Mile
4 PLACE ONTARIO

$1,495,000

Westmount
2 & 3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE

CALL US FOR MORE UNITSMULTIPLE OFFER SITUATION

NEW NEW SOLD

2 UNITS
SOLD

SOLD 
ABOVE 
ASKING

CONDITIONAL OFFER


