
New most expensive house – 
previous record lasted only 2 weeks 

In our November 29 issue (p. 1), we published a photo of the most expensive house in Westmount 
ever sold: $20.97 million for 4 Surrey Gardens. That record has already been beaten – a record short 
time between records! This house at 9 Gordon Crescent, photographed December 8, sold October 
7 for $23 million. See p. 28 for story. Photo: Andy Dodge. 

���

Projects to be on interactive map 

City’s capital works budget 
adopted at $28M for 2023 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council adopted a three-year capital 
works budget December 5 that calls for a 
total of $27.9 million for infrastructure 
work in 2023, the highest amount ever, and 
up from $26.5 million budgeted for 2022. 

“Every year, it’s an envelope of what we 
want to achieve,” Mayor Christina Smith 
said, explaining that while this is part of a 
three-year capital works program, the city 

has also looked further ahead to 2027. The 
five-year horizon is intended to be a plan-
ning tool for future budgets. 

The projections for 2023 are to be fi-
nanced from $12.9 million in taxation (pay-
as-you-go), $12.1 million through accumu-
lated surplus, grants of $3 million and a 
loan by-law listed as “to be determined.” 

This year, for the first time, the city will 
be posting an interactive map on the web-
site showing proposed projects and “an 
easily understandable summary of the pro-
jects and when they will 
take place,” said Council-

This is our last issue of 2022 
December 20 & 27 and January 3 & 10: 

no issues (usual Christmas break) 
January 17 & weekly from then: issues 

Next issue: January 17

continued on p. 12

Don’t Miss It 
City’s Hanukah celebration, in conjunction with 

the Congregation Shaar Hashomayim and Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom at city hall. 

Tuesday, December 20 at 5 pm
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marie@mariesicotte.com
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“More than ever, our home is the heart of our lives, 
so thank you for choosing us to guide you through 
this important step. 

Happy Holidays, from our family to yours.”

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

Real estate is falling! 
See Dodge’s analysis, p. 27
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522 Victoria, Westmount 

Exceptionally uid and functional Westmount home located in mid-Westmount 
within walking distance of trendy Victoria Village! 

Meticulously maintained and improved by the same owners for over a quarter of a century. All the 
modern comforts have been integrated while maintaining the essential divisions and architecture where 
conviviality and formality not only blend harmoniously, but also preserve the privacy of the occupants. 

The prestigious address of this magni cent family residence and its strategic location 
near the services will meet the expectations of the most demanding buyers. 

Urban living at no compromise.

Market know-how and knowledge have been my 
trademark for thirty years. Representing vendors 
for their luxurious properties in sought-after areas 
in Montreal and vicinity while assisting buyers 
from Taiwan, Paris, London, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, New York, and Switzerland.

groupe sutton – centre-ouest inc. 
real estate agency

SOLD

Carlos Lefebvre 
Real Estate Broker 

clefebvre@sutton.com 
514-891-2432



Van loses wheel 
in driving lane 

A Toyota van had to be towed from in 
front of 615 Grosvenor December 6 at 1:23 
pm, according to Public Security reports. 
The van was reported to have lost one of 
its front wheels in the driving lane near 
Roslyn School. This required officers to as-
sist in controlling traffic. 

High wind 
brings down branch 
on Windsor 

A branch fell over the sidewalk on 
Windsor Ave. December 4, according to 
Public Security officials. Public Works was 
advised and the section barricaded off 
around the branch, which was removed the 
next day. 

‘Heavy’ work 
on Saturday 
generates ticket 

A statement of offence was issued to a 
contractor December 3 for $277 for carry-
ing out heavy work on a Saturday, Public 
Security officials said. 

The work was discovered by a patroller 
who saw a Kubota tractor moving stones 
back and forth on the property at 349 Kens-
ington. 

Though a permit had been issued for 
the work, it was reportedly not allowed to 
take place on a Saturday.
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SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA
Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Residential and Commercial 
Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088

SUSANLLOYDLEDUC.COM
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

BEAUTIFUL WATERFRONT $3,975,000

90 Du Pont, Sainte-Catherine-de-Hatley

BEDS: 5 | BATHS: 2 | GARAGE: 1

This magnificent waterfront home has 164 

feet of shoreline on Lake Massawippi and 

sits on 7 acres of land. Private beach.

MLS 20228247

SOUGHT-AFTER LOCATION $1,920,000

4224 Melrose, C.D.N./N.D.G.

BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 2 | GARAGE: 1

Professionally renovated single family home 

just steps to Monkland Village. Separate 

four season garage with rooftop terrace.

MLS 27069038

CARRÉ DU MUSÉE $1,965,000

3515 Redpath, Ville-Marie

BEDS: 3 | BATHS: 3+1 | GARAGE: 1

Elegantly renovated townhouse with 

private garden located off Redpath in the 

heart of the Golden Square Mile.

MLS 18666370

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING  $12,700,000

380 Deslauriers, Ville St-Laurent

WAREHOUSE : 35,000 FT2 | OFFICE: 3,000 FT2

Vast warehouse space, ideally located next to 

the new VSL REM station and major highways. 

Six loading docks and 10 car parking.

MLS 16802351

©2022 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, 
please disregard this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec

ROCHELLE CANTOR & CIE.

Rochelle Cantor 
Real Estate Broker & Advisor
514-400-SOLD (7653)

MERRY EVERYTHING 
FROM OUR HOME TO YOURS

To all our wonderful clients, friends and colleagues,
Thank you for your loyalty and continued support in making 2022 another record breaking year! 

Wishing you and your family a wonderful holiday season and a joyous 2023.
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Lapointe takes over 
as interim DG 
Dec. 9 to Jan. 22 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Sports and Recreation director 
Dave Lapointe was named by city 
council December 5 to be interim di-
rector general between December 9 
and January 22 during the absence of 
assistant director general Michel 
Larue, the interim DG. 

Larue “will be on a very well de-
served vacation,” said Mayor Christina 
Smith (see also story November 29, p. 
7). 

Lapointe has previously served in 
this position as interim/substitute DG 
during the absence of Larue, she 
added. 

The city has yet to fill the position 
of director general following the de-
parture of the previous office holder 
starting with a leave in the summer.

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

This is our last issue of 2022 
December 20 & 27 and January 3 & 10: 

no issues (usual Christmas break) 
January 17 & weekly from then: issues 

Next issue: January 17
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VENDU

Joyeuses fêtes et une douce année 2023 
en bonne santé !

Happy holidays and a sweet 
and healthy 2023!

Lawn bowling food drive donates to PSU effort 

By Laureen Sweeney 

Members of the Westmount Lawn Bow-
ling and Croquet Club again this year do-
nated non-perishable food, toiletries and 

personal hygiene items to Westmount 
Public Security’s food drive. 

The club reported collecting approxi-
mately 10 percent more than last year along 
with monetary donations totalling $275. 

“It was Naomi Sharpe and Izak Rubin 
who once again organized the collection 
starting two months ago, along with 
 additional support for lifting and placing 
the food items from Chris Morrin,” said 

former club president Bruce St. Louis, who 
was also involved. 

“We’re pleased to have received more 
this year when the need is greater but the 
ability to give may be less,” he said.

Left, donations from the Westmount Lawn Bowling and Croquet Club to the Public Security food drive were sorted along with $275 in cash. From left are Bruce St. Louis, Izak Rubin, Naomi Sharpe 
and her granddaughter Lila Sillery. Right,Izak Rubin is shown with the two tables full of donations to the PSU food drive from the Westmount Lawn Bowling and Croquet Club.
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But without you,

we’re nothing.

Please DONATE generously 

this holiday season.

Merci de DONNER 

généreusement

cette saison des fêtes.

Mais sans vous,
nous ne

sommes rien.

Pour chaque personne 

touchée par le cancer

Nous sommes là.

For every person 

affected by cancer

We’re here for you.

DONNEZ. DONATE.

cedars.ca
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Happy Hanukkah & Merry Christmas 
to all our clients, friends & family 

Bunny Berke & Larry Lusko

JOSEPH MAROVITCH 
Courtier Immobilier/Real Estate Broker 

Residential / Commercial since 2009

Remax Action Inc – 1225 Greene Ave. Westmount

5 1 4 - 8 2 5 - 8 7 7 1  
j o s e p h m a ro v i t c h re a l e s t a t e . c o m  

FOR A CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION 
& MARKET EVALUATION CALL:

“NO DRAMA, JUST AIM & PRO-ACTIVE SINGLE MINDED GOAL 
 TO BUY & SELL FOR BEST TERMS AND PRICE

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Delivery starts Dec. 19 

PSU drive collects $4,275 
plus many food items 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Public Security will be starting De-
cember 19 to deliver a bounty of non-per-
ishable food items along with food and 
pharmacy gift cards as well as turkeys and 
hams purchased from the cash donations. 

As of last week, a total of some $4,275 
had been received along with the non-per-
ishable donations from a number of 
events. 

These include the Artisans Westmount 
sale, curbside events at Metro and 5 Sai-
sons grocery stores and a porch collection 

along with contributions from the Lawn 
Bowling and Croquet Club and collection 
bins at municipal buildings. 

“It’s a lot of work but the best part is in 
the delivery,” said Kim Colquhoun, Public 
Security’s assistant director, who organizes 
the annual drive. “People were so generous 
in their donations but they don’t get to see 
the look on the faces (of recipients) which 
makes it all worthwhile.” 

As she spoke, the various items were 
being sorted with assistance from 
members of the Contactivity seniors’ 
centre.

Update 

Selwyn grade 12 to use 
existing facilities, for now 

As a result of a reader’s comment, the 
Independent asked Selwyn House School 
director of advancement Sharon Cozens 
about the locale for its new grade 12 pro-
gram, which begins next year. She wrote 
back December 8, “We are currently reno-
vating space in one of our existing build-

ings for pre-university classrooms to ac-
commodate our incoming class for 2023. 

“For the longer term, we are evaluating 
dedicated building options designed to 
further deliver towards a pre-university ex-
perience focused on the specific educa-
tional needs of grade 12.”

Who needs 
snow? 

Westmounter Samantha 
Saba is a keen builder of 
snowmen (see January 11, 
p. 16; January 19, 2021, p. 
1; November 19, 2019, p. 
GG-7 and February 13, 
2018, p. 9). But there has 
not been much snow this 
year. No matter! An inflat-
able “Frosty” will do for 
now. She is pictured with 
her father Sebastian. 
Photo courtesy of Sebastian Saba.
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plan your visit of the  
model apartments AND COMMON AREAS 

on appointment

4 3 8 - 7 0 1 - 5 7 6 0e l e v a m o n t r e a l . c o m 

the most prestigious  
rental complex for active RETIREES  

in downtown montreal

2 3 3 0  t u p p e r  s t r e e t

M O V E - I N  R E A D Y

E L E V A T E  Y O U R S E L F
T O  A  H I G H E R  L E V E L
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Happy Holidays



December 13, 2022 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 9

Victoria village remembers Tony Wallace 

Left, a tribute to Civis “Tony” Wallace, as seen on Victoria near the Metro grocery store December 9; right, Tony Wallace on November 28, 2010. Left photo courtesy of Pat Donnelly; right photo: Ralph Thompson.

Serving Westmounter’s 

with Top Quality Service 

for 41 years since 1982 

Austin 
Cleaning 
Services 

RUGS, CARPET & SOFA 

CLEANING SPECIALISTS 

After Construction, 

Renovation, Moving 

(In-Out), Total Clean-Ups, 

Grand-Ménage 

Building & Office Cleaning 
Flood Extraction & Restoration 

Free Estimations 
Written References 

514-939-6000 
AustinCleaningServices.ca

By Jennifer Ball 

Victoria village fixture Civis Wallace 
died November 7. 

Originally from Jamaica, Civis or Tyson 
or Tony – it depended on the day – was re-
membered fondly last week by West-
mounters, who left bouquets of flowers on 
the street corner at Victoria and Sher-
brooke where it was customary to spot him 
panhandling. 

One Metro grocery-store cashier, Clau-
dette Legault, told the Independent, “Tony 
was on that corner for so, so many years 
that you had the feeling that he was at-
tached. You had to go and talk to Tony!” 

She believed they first met about 15 
years ago. 

“Everybody loved him! He worried more 
about other people than himself.” 

Legault said that she and Wallace would 
discuss the Caribbean and that it would 
bring him joy. She frequented Barbados 
and she would talk to him about the food: 
a subject he enjoyed, having grown up in 
Jamaica. 

She only recently found out that Wallace 
had four sons because she said he was a 
very private man. “I knew that he had one 
… but I did not know that he had that many 
kids.” 

“The beautiful thing about Tony is that 
when he knew someone and they were in-
side the store, he would watch out for their 
car. He would come in and tell them that 

their meter was about to run out, that they 
needed to put more money in the meter 
because they could get a ticket.” 

Legault said she had customers who 
would often give him items and when they 
did not see him for a while, they would 
worry. “In 2021, when I saw him in the 
store, I told him ‘Tony there is something 
wrong with you.’” 

His cancer was progressing at that time. 
He stopped by approximately two weeks 
before he died and told Legault “Every day 
is a blessing!” 

Wallace’s son Jermaine Wallace was the 
one who notified staff at Metro that Wal-
lace had passed, according to Anne Lee, 
who works there. Jermaine spoke to the In-
dependent and confirmed the news. 

He was impressed that bouquets of 
flowers had been left for his father by the 
local community. 

Legault last saw Tony a few weeks prior 
to his death and she could see that under 
his clothes he was getting thinner and 
thinner. “Yet he was always smiling, always 
positive. He was a very courageous man.” 

Independent coverage of Tony Wallace 

“Wallace and friends celebrate his •
birthday at Tao,” December 1, 2010, 
p. 11 
“Westmounter employs NDG pan-•
handler to curb speeders,” November 
3, 2009, p. 3.

“Always smiling, 
always positive”

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit before 
Friday 10 am to be considered for publication the following week. email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com



CEGEPs not what 
Selwyn says they are 

I have been aware for some time that 
Selwyn House was preparing to offer a 
grade 12 next year, but regret that the head-
master, Michael Downey, feels it is necess-
ary to use misinformation about CEGEP 
pre-university programs to promote this 
new project (November 29, p. 1). First, a 
few facts: the CEGEP teachers’ union 
contract limits all classes to a maximum 
of 40 students, many are smaller. If Mr. 
Downey would take a stroll to Dawson Col-
lege, he would see that no classroom holds 
more than 40 students. 

Secondly, all the larger CEGEPs offer a 
variety of pedagogical approaches – at 
 Dawson these include a liberal arts pro-
gram, Reflections, the New School, com-
merce and a whole series of small profiles 
(many career based) where students share 
a number of their classes with the same 
students who share the same interests. 

In addition, the curriculum permits 
 students to explore a wide variety of dis -
ciplines with a view to choosing their uni-
versity major – including all those spec-
ified by Selwyn House and many more. 
CEGEPs also offer trained counselors, 
 career advisors, experts in learning skills 
and research methods, a vast number of 
extracurricular organizations and out-
standing athletic facilities. Probably more 
importantly, I can report that during my 15 
years as chair of the history department at 

Dawson, I interviewed (and in some cases 
hired) a lot of individuals who had taught 
introductory courses at universities – 
mainly Queen’s and McGill. They all 
agreed that students with the experience 
of even one year of CEGEP vs grade 12 be-
hind them were far better prepared for uni-
versity and did much better academically. 
CEGEP provides an interim experience for 
students, often shifting from small high 
schools to vast universities. It exposes stu-
dents to an autonomous and independent 
experience with no parental direction in 
the reality of a culturally and ethnically di-
verse co-educational environment. Maria-
nopolis, Vanier and Dawson all offer ex-
tensive information about their programs 
and faculty on their individual web pages. 

Food for thought? 
Jo LaPierre, retired chair of 

Dawson College’s history department 

Drivers should obey 
traffic lights 

Based on the morning news, there 
seems to be a major increase in pedestrian 
deaths due to their crossing at street inter-
sections. I could easily have become 
another statistic! 

Two weeks ago, I had the right of way 
(man walking) to cross from the north side 
of St. Catherine St. to the south side at Park 
Place (near Westmount Park School). Just 
as I was about to step onto the street, a 
driver travelling west in the right lane 

ripped through the intersection. 
Yesterday, at the same intersection, I 

was walking on the painted crosswalk and 
almost in front of a stopped car, when the 
driver began to go. I banged on the passen-
ger side window and pointed to her red 
light. She then backed up to her original 

position. I tried to talk to her from the 
driver’s side but was ignored. Her light 
turned green and she sped off. 

Something must be done to end this 
seemingly horrific trend. 

Sam Beitel, Abbott Ave. 
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Letters to the editor

Snowman gets 
work directing 
traffic 
By Jennifer Ball 

A Westmount resident got so 
fed up after this spring’s thaw re-
vealed huge divots cut into her 
lawn and flower garden that she 
took action for the upcoming 
winter. Lighting up the way now 
for snowplough drivers is a large, 
illuminated, inflated snowman. 
His resting spot demarcates 
where her property begins and 
the road ends. 

▶ This is a working snowman tasked 
with guiding snowplough oper-
ators, as seen on de Casson at 
Wood Ave. December 9.

4216 Dorchester resolution gets second reading 

Proposed building moves forward 
in city’s ‘SCAOPI’ process 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A longstanding application to the city 
to allow construction of a non-conforming 
residential building of 11 units at 4216 Dor-
chester took another step forward De-
cember 5. That’s when the city council ap-
proved a second draft of a resolution for 
the project. 

This means the project on the vacant 
site just west of Greene can advance 
through to a referendum registry if enough 
eligible voters apply for one in accordance 
to requirements listed on the city’s website 
under Resident zone/legal services/public 
notices. 

This process stems from certain vari-
ances to the zoning for R6-35-01 required 
for the proposed building including its 
height of five storeys plus a sixth stepped-
back one on the roof including larger site 
coverage and parking characteristics other 
than those permitted (see story November 
1, p. 1 and 12). 

The proposal received a first draft read-

ing September 19, followed by a public con-
sultation meeting October 24 concerning 
the variances and now the second reading 
that require it to go through the city’ regu-
latory process for a non-conforming pro-
ject for specific construction, alteration or 
occupancy proposal for an immovable 
(SCAOPI). 

This site had been occupied by a three-
storey apartment building destroyed by fire 
and subsequent demolition (see story Sep-
tember 15, 2015, p. 9). It is located between 
the office building formerly occupied by 
the Quebec Order of Nurses and large 
grey-stone fronted dwellings at the corner 
of Columbia. 

The proposed re-development project 
received a favourable recommendation to 
the council by the city’s Planning Advisory 
Committee (PAC) after changes that in-
cluded revisions to the façade and align-
ment of the building’s rear wall and set-
backs to create a rear yard and improve its 
integration with the neighbourhood.
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Christmas Services
 Ascension of Our Lord
 Roman Catholic Church
Sherbrooke St. West & Clarke Ave., Westmount

Christmas Eve: December 24
7:30�p.m. Pre-service Choir Concert
8:00�p.m. Solemn Christmas Eve Mass

Christmas Day: December 25
10:10�a.m. Pre-service Choir Concert
10:30�a.m. Solemn Christmas Day Mass

New Year’s Eve: December 31
4:30�p.m. Mass

New Year’s Day: January 1
10:30�a.m. Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
and World Day of Peace Mass, with Choir

All are welcome!
The Ascension of Our Lord Choir is under the direction  
of organist in residence and musical director, Joel Peters.

For more information, see parish website:
ascensionofourlord.ca

        

EMPLOIS D’ÉTÉ 2023 
Vous pouvez postuler dès maintenant pour un emploi d’é
Westmount. La liste de postes et le formulaire d’applicat
disponibles à westmount org/emploisdete
        

été à la Ville de 
ion en ligne sont 

e candidature 

érience de travail. 
une entrevue.

3
t as of now. 
able at 

tion is 

 qualifications and 
.

        
disponibles à westmount.org/emploisdete. 

Veuillez noter que la date limite pour soumettre votre
est le mardi 31 janvier 2023. 

Les postes sont octroyés selon les qualifications et l’exp
Seules les personnes retenues seront rencontrées pour 

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT 2023
You can apply for a summer job at the City of Westmoun
The list of positions and online application form are availa
westmount.org/summerjobs.

Please note that the deadline to submit your applicat
Tuesday, January 31st, 2023.

Positions will be awarded to candidates with appropriate
experience. Only selected applicants will be interviewed.

Looking ahead to a busy 2023 – Thankful for progress in 2022 

While we are still coping with a number 
of public health challenges, we are grateful 
that this past year marked the return of in-
person activities. In recent days, neigh-
bours have come together to mark the holi-
day season by supporting our annual 
SWAT hockey tournament, contributing 
generously to our gift baskets for needy 
families organized by Public Security and 
singing carols at Victoria Hall. It is this 
sense of community that makes West-
mount so special. 

At city hall, a primary focus is on our in-
frastructure. Thanks to the hard work and 
commitment of our staff, we are making 
significant progress. After seven years of 
closure the Westmount conservatory re-
opened in June, and as a result of this reno-
vation the greenhouse remains a wonderful 
and much appreciated oasis in our city. In 
addition, roads, parks, sewers, sidewalks 
and buildings across Westmount have been 
repaired and improved over the past year. 

For details on the work that was com-
pleted in 2022, please refer to westmount.
org/en/the-city/finances-and-budgets/. 

Work remains 

Much work, however, remains to be 
done. 

On the same website, you will find the 
capital works-infrastructure budget for the 
next three years as well as an interactive 
map indicating where the various projects 
are located and the scope of the work. A 
key take-away is that much of our infra-
structure work is driven by the water net-
work below. 

In addition to road and water work, our 
$27.9-million capital works budget for 2023 
includes the re-building of the Roslyn pub-
lic stairs, creating a cultural space at the 
Westmount Public Library, re-developing 
the playgrounds at Westmount Park and 
Prince Albert Park and starting to replace 
the lighting at our tennis courts. 

By sharing this level of detail for the 
plan ning cycle, our goal is to build in-
creased awareness of our plans and to en-
courage community input in a timely and 
effective manner. As is our practice, we will 
be hosting public meetings on all major re-
construction projects with the residents in 

the vicinity of where the work is being done. 
Our commitment to investing in our in-

frastructure is reflected in our 2023 oper-
ating budget which council is expected to 
adopt at our meeting on December 19. In 
reflecting on the budget, it is important to 
note that Westmount, like all of us in our 
daily lives, is dealing with the reality of the 
rising cost of goods and services and 
supply chain issues. 

Over the past year, for example, we ex-
perienced year long delays in the delivery 
of swings for parks and the more than 
doubling of the cost of loading trucks for 
snow clearing operations. We are working 
hard to control expenses and invest in the 
priority areas that will respond to the needs 
of citizens. 

Professional leadership a priority 

We are also aware that our success dep-
ends on our people at all levels of our city 
administration. With this in mind, a pri-
ority over the coming months is to ensure 
we have the professional leadership in 
place to help us achieve our ambitious in-
frastructure program 

Finally, I wish to stress that sustainabil-
ity and more precisely the fight against cli-
mate change is front and centre in your 

council’s decision-making process. It is a 
key factor in how we design our roads, 
manage our urban forest and our waste 
and behind our decision to replace when 
available our fleet over time with electric 
vehicles. 

As we head into 2023, we have much to 
be thankful for and to celebrate. On behalf 
of my colleagues on council and the team 
at city hall we wish you all the best for the 
holidays and health and happiness for the 
New Year. 

Christina M. Smith is 
the mayor of Westmount.

Mayor’s 
Column 
Christina Smith

BLINDS 
& 

DRAPES
Don Karp 

Décor 
514-237-2871 

FREE! Estimation & Installation 
SALES • SERVICE • REPAIR



lor Conrad Peart, whose commissioner-
ship includes engineering and infrastruc-
ture. “This is a graphical information sys-

tem (GIS) with data tied to a map.” 
It could be useful for residents, for 

example, to know when and if their street 
might be up for work so they can plan 
ahead for the best time to replace their 
water entry. 

Peart said that the capital works budget 
was “a statement of our capacity to pay for 
the work and do the work,” identified by 
“whittling down projects to the highest pri-
ority.” 

Mayor Smith referred to this year’s work 
challenges such as labour shortages. “Now 
when we go to tender, we’re seeing the lack 
of being able to find people able to do the 
work so there is no guarantee of being able 
to do the work,” even if budgetted. 

Among the major work for 2023 ident-
ified as urgent, she said, 41 percent is to be 
spent on roads, 12 percent on the water 

network and 23 percent on municipal 
buildings (See separate story on highlights 
of major projects at bottom right). 

The web link to access this interactive 
map from the city’s home page is by 
searching Finances and Budgets/capital-

ization, amortization/financing policy/
2023 Budget/Capital Works program/
projects map. It is also at westmount.org/
en/2022-2023-2024 -capital-works-pro
gramme/.
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514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 
REFERRED FOR A REASON!!

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Highlights of major projects in 2023 
Some of the work singled out as part of the capital works program in 2023: 

Road reconstruction: ($11,570,800) 
Grosvenor (Westmount Ave. to The Boulevard); •
Mount Pleasant (Sherbrooke to Rosemount Cresc.). •

Water and sewer ($3,482,700) 
Wood (St. Catherine to de Maisonneuve); •
Edgehill (east side Lexington to The Boulevard); •
Victoria (Côte St. Antoine to Westmount Ave.); •
de Casson (Barat to Wood). •

Buildings ($6,369,300) 
Cultural spaces reconfiguration at the library; •
Continued restoration of city hall windows. •

Parks ($1,284,700 
Re-development of the playground in Westmount Park; •
Development of a memorial garden at the WRC (see story October 25, p. 1); •
Re-development of the playground at Prince Albert; •
Roslyn public stairs; •
Replacement of lighting at tennis courts (2 courts per year). •

Vehicles ($1,866,800) 
Replacement of some Public Works vehicles with electric ones. •

Hydro Westmount ($3,075,000) 
(electrical distribution only) 

Information Technologies ($260,000) 

From left, Mount Pleasant near Holton on December 9 and Grosvenor above Westmount Ave. on December 12. Photos: Independent.

Capital works, cont’d from p. 1
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Matossian inducted into 80+ 
Hockey Hall of Fame 
By Martin C. Barry 

More than 40 years after helping start 
the Westmount Old Timers Hockey Tour-
nament, long-time Westmounter Nicolas 
Matossian was inducted recently into the 
80+ Hockey Hall of Fame in recognition 
of his outstanding contributions to the 
sport. 

The former Westmount city councillor 
was honoured during a ceremony held in 
Burlington, Ontario last month, presided 
over by federal minister of Families, Child -
ren and Social Development Karina Gould. 

Matossian, 82, was cited as one of the 
founders of the Westmount Old Timers 
Hockey Tournament, which played its 31st 
annual tournament at the Westmount rec-
reation centre on the weekend of Dec -
ember 1-4. 

The 80+ Hall of Fame recognizes play -
ers and builders who have played in the 
sport to the age of 80, while promoting it 
to the adult population in an outstanding 
way. Matossian currently coaches players 
over age 35 who want to improve their 
hockey skills. 

‘We all enjoy the game’ 

“You know one thing that keeps me 
going? It’s guys like that,” he said in an in-
terview last week with the Independent. “Be-
cause just like me they enjoy it. We all 
really enjoy this game.” 

Over the years, the Westmount Old 
Timers Hockey Tournament has raised 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for the 
Montreal Children’s Hospital, as well as for 
Hôpital St. Justine. 

In the mid-1980s, Matossian and Mike 
Deegan, the city’s Sports and Rec director 
at the time, helped organize what was orig-
inally a four-team executive league. It 
would eventually grow into eight teams 
with more than 150 active players and a 
lengthy waiting list. 

Over the past four decades playing 
hockey, Nic Matossian has chalked up 
more than 2,500 league games and 200 
tournaments, most of which were charity 
events. 

As well, he has represented Quebec in 
four 55+ national tournaments, earned 
four tournament trophies, and he took part 
in tournaments in distant places such as 
Switzerland, France, England and Iceland.

Seen here at the WRC on December 8 wearing his 80+ Hall of Fame hockey jersey, long-time West-
mount resident Nicolas Matossian was inducted in November into the ranks of the organization.

Next step in SCAOPI process 

Public meeting to hear modified plan for 1-3 Hillside 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A public consultation meeting will take 
place December 13 at 7 pm on the project 
to convert the former armoury at 1-3 Hill-
side into 27 residential units across from 
the Westmount Athletic Grounds (WAG). 

This meeting will feature a presentation 
of the latest proposal for which the city 
council approved a modified first-draft ap-
proval resolution November 21. This is 
based on replacing much of the 1910 ar-
mory for which the city had already ap-
proved a demolition permit on February 17 
(see story February 22, p. 13). 

This is the first public presentation of 
a modified proposal, which includes mov-
ing the west wall of the new building 
further east from the next-door condo 
building at 11 Hillside at the request of 
some of its residents (see November 29, 
p. 1). 

It is not known whether this shifting of 
the west wall may affect approval of the 
demolition permit based on dismantling 
some 87 percent of the building, a question 
asked at the council meeting December 5 
by Denis Biro of Burton Ave. 

Councillor Conrad Peart, whose com-

missionership includes urban planning, 
directed Biro to watch for the answer on 
the virtual presentation of the upcoming 
public consultation meeting as the “best 

source” for providing information. He also 
pointed out that the 87 percent was not the 
threshold for requiring a demolition per-
mit. (It is lower.) 

This consultation is the next step in the 
city’s process for buildings that require 
variances to zoning because they do not 
conform to current zoning called specific 
construction, alteration or occupancy pro-
posal for an immovable (SCAOPI). 

This is when the modified proposal is 
to be explained at the upcoming meeting. 
It can be viewed on the city’s website at 
Resident zone/Urban Planning/SCAOPI/
1-3 Hillside.

Two of the building’s doors, as seen December 9. Photos: Independent.

One earing – LOST - as I walked from eastern 
NDG along Sherbrooke Street West and 
Cote St. Antoine, Grosvenor and Prince 

Albert Streets. December 2021 
If found please contact: 

lost_perdu@yahoo.com 
Family treasure with strong sentimental value. 

Thank you!



City ‘almost fully operational’ 

Cyberattack remains under 
investigation: Mayor Smith 

By Laureen Sweeney 

The cyberattack on “several” of the city’s 
computer servers detected November 20 
remained under investigation last week by 
the city’s IT department as well as police 
and cyber-security specialists, Mayor Chris-
tina Smith told the council meeting De-
cember 5. 

At the time of her report, the situation 
was “under control,” she said. “We are al-
ready almost fully operational,” as the In-
dependent reported last week. 

Explaining the attack is said to have 
come from “the criminal group Lockbit 
3.0,” she said “we are unable to release cer-
tain details.” While this group “claims to 

have had access to a significant amount of 
city data,” she added, most of it “is already 
public.” 

She also invited Westmount residents 
to “exercise caution and vigilance in this 
digital universe” given that “we now live in 
a hyper-connected world that makes our 
lives easier in many ways,” but where zero 
risk does not exist. 

A report will be made on the incident 
at the appropriate time, Mayor Smith said. 
“We will learn from this experience and 
continue to improve our technological in-
frastructure in order to strengthen our IT 
structure and make it more secure and re-
silient.”
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Hope the Holidays Fill Your Home With Joy 
From Floor to Rafter!

It’s been a joy for us to help this 
community through the years, 

and we thank you for your 
continued trust in us. 

To all of our customers, neighbours 
and friends, happy holidays 

and best wishes for a happy, 
healthy year ahead.

– HOGG HARDWARE – 
We have what you need. 

Proudly serving Westmount 
for over 25 years 

4855 Sherbrooke St W. 
514 934 4644

Enhance the beauty and value of 
your home with a beautiful fi replace

www.foyerlambert.com – 514.484.0646 
9631 rue Clement, Lasalle, H8R 4B4

Enhance the beauty and value of 
your home with an elegant fireplace

Wishing all our customers and friends 
a happy and warm holiday season

From the city’s website, as captured December 9.
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SPECTACULAR PENTHOUSE $4,750,000
3150 Place de Ramezay,  PH 502, Ville-Marie

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2+1 | PARKING: 3 | MLS 14755917

Luxurious one-of-a-kind penthouse on 2 floors. Stunning 

rooftop terrace with a gourmet outdoor kitchen.

M SUR LA MONTAGNE | PHASE I

FULLY FURNISHED CONDO $6,000/month

495 avenue Viger Ouest, apt. 1501, Ville-Marie.

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2 | PARKING: 1 | MLS 17642918

Stunning unit with top of the line European finishes. 

Balcony, pool and gym. 

LUXURY RENTAL

SPECTACULAR VIEWS $2,200/month

1520 avenue du Docteur-Penfield, apt. 53, Ville-Marie

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2 | PARKING: 1 | MLS 13050237

Modern renovated condo located in the heart of the 

prestigious Golden Square Mile. Rooftop terrace. 

ELEGANT RENTAL

BEAUTIFUL SOUTH FACING CONDO $550,000
4850 chemin de la Côte-St-Luc, apt. 88, C.D.N./N.D.G.

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2 | PARKING: 1 | MLS 18981533

Bright and spacious unit in the famous Montebello. 24hr 

doorman/security, fitness center, sundeck and pool.

INTRODUCING - THE MONTEBELLO

MAGNIFICENT VIEWS 
4850 chemin de la Côte-St-Luc, apt. 87, C.D.N./N.D.G.

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2 | PARKING: 1

Completely renovated condo with magnificent views. 

Minutes from downtown. *Conditonally accepted offer. 

OLD MONTREAL CHARM $750,000
410 rue des Récollets, apt 205, Montreal

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2+1 | PARKING: 1

Situated on a quiet street in Old Montreal, this condo is a 

perfect pied-a-terre!

EXCLUSIVE LISTING

To all my clients, colleagues, friends and family,
Merry Christmas, happy Hanukkah and happy New Year.

THE SOLANO - PHASE 6 $3,250,000
365 rue St-André, apt. 1501, Ville-Marie

BEDS: 3 | BATHS: 3+1 | PARKING: 2 | MLS 19958247

This rare turn key condo offers panoramic views of the city, waterfront and mountain. Two pools, terrace and gym.

INTRODUCING

sothebysrealty.ca  |  Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

A N N E  B E N - A M I  ( M A D A R )
Real Estate Broker

14 years of experience with 

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec

P R O F E S S I O N A L  •  D E D I C AT E D  •  P E R S O N A L

514.726.3037

ANNEBENAMI.CA



Westmount Quilters unveil quilt in memory of Helen Rainville 

By Martin C. Barry 

Members of the Westmount Quilters 
Guild gathered at the St. Raphael Palliative 
Care Home in Outremont on December 
10 for the unveiling of a quilt dedicated to 
the memory of Helen Rainville, who 
passed away in July 2019. 

They were joined by members of Rain-
ville’s family, including her husband of 25 
years, Dr. Henry Olders, her brother, Mi-
chel, and one of her four stepchildren, 
Elizabeth Evans-Olders. 

As many as 15 of the group’s quilters 
contributed to the creation of the quilt, 
which they worked on mostly during meet-
ings at Victoria Hall. 

“It was a community effort,” said Mary 
Baldwin, a member of the guild. 

“We never thought it would come out 
so nice – I think were a little surprised by 
the result,” added Francine Leduc, another 
guild member. 

The quilt, entirely hand-stitched and 
based on a traditional quilting pattern, is 
called “Grandmother’s Flower Garden of 
Love.” Rainville was a founding member 
of the guild and was helping create the 
quilt prior to falling ill with cancer. 

“Helen was deeply involved with help-

ing others, sharing her time and love,” the 
guild members said in a statement to 
Marco Ottoni, vice-president of the care 
home’s board, when the quilt was unveiled. 

“She sadly passed away, but her work 
and legacy remain. We know that she had 
a special bond with Maison St-Raphael and 
it is only normal that this quilt should rest 
there.” 

Helen Rainville had been the organist 
and director of music at St. Malachy’s 
Church for 22 years. When she married 
Henry Olders in 1994, she asked her friend 
Father Gerry Sinel to preside the wedding. 

Years later, when Father Sinel became 
pastor of St. Raphael’s parish on Lajoie Ave. 
in Outremont, they talked about his dream 
to turn the church into a palliative care 
centre, as the diocese had plans to close 
the parish. After the closing of the church, 
the St. Raphael Palliative Care Home 
opened in 2019.
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

$835 plus taxes 
Buy it in store at the 
Swiss Watch Shop 
5165 Sherbrooke W 

suite 103 or online at 
swisswatchshop.ca

Profusion immobilier Inc.     Real estate agencyprofusion.global

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

LUCY 
SHAPIRO

514.234.8528
lshapiro@profusion.global

NO. 1 WOOD AVENUE #802 | WESTMOUNT NO. 1 WOOD AVENUE #105 | WESTMOUNT | $ 749,000

300 LANSDOWNE #22 | WESTMOUNT  | $ 549,000

SOLD

From left, Marco Ottoni, vice-president of St. Raphael Care Home’s board of directors, is seen with 
three of the Westmount Quilters Guild’s members who worked on the Helen Rainville quilt: Francine 
Leduc, Lily Lam and Mary Baldwin.
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Plan & manage your move 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc. 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest

A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com

 

THÉTIQUEO-ESCLINIQUE MÉDIC

VISAGE ET CORPS
FACE & BODY

Rajeunissement et amélioration
de la qualité de la peau

Rejuvenation and improvement
of skin quality

  

thetic mesA
514 342.8346 

OUSV-

TMOUNT  •   .  WES

PRENDRE RENDEZ

V
TRAITEMENT DES VVAARICES

VAARICOSE VEINS

4484,  SHERBROOKE O

CCFP (

 

medicine - Phlebology

CA.OMED.XWWW

(EM) Fellow CSP

The finest retirement lifestyle 
is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 

comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES. 

4430 St. Catherine West 

514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Weird Westmount 

This towel at left was photographed December 9 on Sherbrooke at Strathcona. The boots and shoes at right were photographed on the same street 
west of Lansdowne on November 15. The Independent knows of no connection between the two deposits. Photos: Independent.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED CONFIDENCE.  
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THANK YOU

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS!

UO
CLASS OF 2022

OR MAKING THIS ANOF OTTHER BANNER YEAR

THANK YTHANK YOU

SOLD gracious gloria gives the green light & the crew quickly closes on côte-st-antoine SOLD the shanahan’s shuffle out of sherbrooke & c

SOLD cool cat alex closed on coolbrook & happily hopped to her new home on hampton SOLD helaman takes his leave from lasalle, reloc

regulars on rolland SOLD sensible justin is content to clear out of his city-center condo SOLD michel & josée jubilent en quittant les cantons

du centre-ville SOLD yasmine & alex win a wellington walk-up & a welcoming space for mom SOLD pierre & michèle, d’une main de maître

collaboration sur du quartier SOLD michel & demmie se départent d’alsace & accourent vers leur nouveau cocon SOLD b & b set the building

acquiring an annuity, adjacent to appealing angus SOLD alistair & sara manage a move from marcil, winding up with a winner on windsor SO
de-ville beginning a brand new biz with his buddy SOLD yasmine sells her splendid condo diving to dishy digs on dr. penfield SOLD forever 

for his presidential pad SOLD beloved mds beginning to bake buns bolt out of berlioz relieved to relish in their arrival on roslyn SOLD richard 

making a getaway for greater & greener grounds SOLD étienne part du plateau pour preparer ses prochains projets SOLD kicking out of 

natasa manage to make a majestic move to moreau SOLD mélissa & son poupon laissent philippe-lalonde, lovant leur joli logis dans lanaudiè

désistent de st-lambert & partent vers perron avec leur poupon SOLD peter & amanda leave lovely lafayette while gleefully grabbing g

fabulous fariba formidably departs from her de lavigne ‘demeure’ landing near the canal SOLD sergio, betty & son slip out of their gsm con

de lavigne SOLD amelia flies the coop on cedar-crescent & beelines a beauty on des bassins SOLD delightful david says hello to a handso

pierrette plans properly after selling the farm & finds friends & fun in fort de la montagne SOLD luc & linda laissent la ville pour une charman

SOLD sarina is in seventh heaven when securing her suite on videl SOLD carlos closes on his boulevard beauty heading home on hill par

maîtres de la montérégie, s’évadent des étangs pour la magnifique montagne de bromont SOLD naomi & gary bolt out of baltimore & are vict

finally flipped his ephemeral flat for a long-term lease SOLD dr. ramzy rotates to a new rental on côte-des-neiges SOLD our unwavering & w

masterful move on mount-stephen SOLD sarah & christophe leaped out of longueuil snapping up a spiffy spot on st-thomas SOLD bidding bye

kurt & ally make a move & migrate their life in a major way SOLD denis & marie-france soar from stanley-weir capturing a charmer in le châ

managed her move & savours her sunny, book-filled sanctuary on stanley-weir SOLD jen & dina joyfully join together & decide to dwell at

vincenza’s heirs are victorious when departing of their mother’s de maisonneuve digs SOLD our dapper duo divest from their duplex on dra

of strathcona & finds her happy place on hallowell SOLD breathing a sigh of relief, emily energetically & elegantly exits life in laval SOLD christ

des-neiges pour devenir irréversiblement la reine du rucher SOLD delightful dora leaves her lovely lair landing in london for love of family 

northcliffe & transfer toward the townships SOLD kristen & guillermo sail on from st-jacques & land a luxury lair on lemoyne SOLD peter & ka

for a sweet sanctuary on ste-catherine SOLD jonathan & anna happily hop out of holton winding up with a winner on windsor SOLD amand

as they leap toward living by the lachine canal SOLD lauren slipped out of st-philippe setting her sights on a splendid spot on st-ambroise SO
one leave luxurious lemoyne for a victorian on vendôme SOLD nos merveilleurx mascouchois manoeuvrent avec magie la sortie de sitelle po

SOLD marc & séverine se paient un pied-à-terre & se relancent dans un impressionant investissement SOLD nina, françois & les filles fly down

beauty on braeside SOLD setting her sights outside san francisco, anne is over the top in old montreal SOLD chus & mo withdraw & wave fare

gallopping to grand SOLD avec gaieté, guylaine quitte de casson en cherchant à composer son nouveau chapître SOLD amarilys & robert 

in their refined new residence SOLD armés de patience et prêts à prendre le premier pas, salomon & maryse, passent de pie-ix à pinard SOLD
get going from their charmer on chesterfield making a masterful move to murray hill SOLD michael & michëal cruise on over to chesterfield fro
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get going from their charmer on chesterfield making a masterful move to murray hill SOLD michael & michëal cruise on over to chesterfield from a dandy dwelling on drolet
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O BE PLOOKING T PAART OF CLASS OF 2023? CALL US FOR 
SOLD alison & elias decide to depart their dazzling digs on doré for an even dreamier destination SOLD super parents marlene & p

progeny’s passion of productions SOLD gracious gwen grabs a ravishing rez-de-chaussée on redfern SOLD emilie retired her family 

SOLD justin kicks out of his condo on ste-catherine sure of his choice to share life with his chérie on the south shore SOLD daniel & na

& gravitent avec gaieté vers grey SOLD gayle legged it from radiant redfern landing on a lovely lansdowne lair SOLD jeanne & gabr

casa on kenaston SOLD stephane & jessica snagged a snazzy spot in st-henri SOLD stephan & monica make a major move from monk

on claremont SOLD hayes hustles on out of his st-henri habitation SOLD patient pierre tucks away another spot on turgeon SOLD

buys a beauty on de breslay SOLD victorious on victoria, neil & andrea are loving the landlord life SOLD marilyn & raymond trade tren

SOLD olivera is overjoyed while overseas when old orchard finds outstanding out-of-town occupants SOLD gabriel & fabiana are overj

to old orchard SOLD le rêve devient réalité lorsqu’éric renouvelle la rentabilisation de sa résidence sur roslyn SOLD making the mo

dance their way out of de breslay SOLD anne & napoléon naviguent le départ de norbert pour enfin se dénicher une demeure sur d

legged friends find fun on île-des-sœurs SOLD sue & mark plot their way from pointe-claire to the plateau SOLD julie, jeff & the boy

pleased as punch to play in p.a. SOLD outgrowing the old city, caro & nico wander west to a wonderful abode on anwoth SOLD viva

briskly bidding on a boulevard beauty SOLD francis graduates from griffintown & catches a cozy crib on clandeboye SOLD mrs. ricci is 

in with style SOLD the keen kalaydjians quickly convert their redfern residence into a regal repeat rental SOLD clearing out clandeb

the move to a chic casa on sherbrooke SOLD victoria victoriously vanquished her valuable real estate voyage SOLD yingyan yearnin

her ste-catherine setup SOLD charmants abel & colette s’envolent de st-laurent et lancent le cap vers le luxe et la liberté de léo-lacom

their forever home, venture a few doors down on vendôme SOLD sweet sandor says so-long to lacombe & looks toward life in his ne

beautiful boardwalk, miriam & nikolaus nab a cool condo on de la commune SOLD heirs & brothers wave bye-bye as they bid adieu to t

& vanessa score a special something on strathcona SOLD jean-marc says ‘so-long’ st-germain making a beeline to beautiful blainvill

snazzy & spectacular setup on st-germain SOLD vic & alex kick out of oxford opening the way for new opportunities SOLD gaëlle, nic

an over-the-top opportunity on oxford SOLD judith swaps delightful draper as opportunity knocks on oxford SOLD the ross’s stoic 

they sell their splendid strathcona & set their sights on new vistas SOLD lauren & linda leave their elegant lodging for life in the land

skillfully snatch a dazzler domicile on de maisonneuve SOLD pétillante mme. picolet prend son départ de son coquet condo pour un

SOLD wonderful couple wiggle out of their walk-up with wonder & weigh their next whereabouts SOLD all the way from cancun, calm

deal on her condo SOLD brilliant bachelor breaks from briand hightailing it to t.o. to team up with his travail & tribe SOLD justin & step

sunny california SOLD amanda gleefully goes grand on grosvenor SOLD larry & henri decide to divest & say ‘so-long’ to their sunny ce

cord on their condo catching a charming crib on cedar SOLD michael & lezlie drive away from duvernay arriving to an amazing 

merveilleux montréalais peinent de partir du plateau mais avouent amplement les avantages d’acquérir asselin. SOLD joseph & ivana m

with their marvelous milan SOLD michael leaves his lake-front lodge setting his sights on securing something sweet in the city SOLD a

bleury pour un mignon nid sur notre-dame SOLD chani kicks out of king-edward & victoriously ventures out to verdun SOLD elaine

while shifting to a charmer in château westmount SOLD stephanie & antoine optimistically exit their oasis on oxford SOLD dylan 

overjoyed to opt for an outstanding option on o’bryan SOLD charlotte, gloria & gordon are giddy in their gatherings

SPECIAL THANKS to our buyers whose perfect places have yet to be picked, to our sellers whose homes are still to be SOLD, to our c

capable collaboration AND finally to our precious & growing group for being every year, the team that tames every tangle | CONGRA

for your continued confidence in our crew!

Wishing you HEALTH LOVE & LAUGHTER this holiday season
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Greene bridge hit again 

The CP rail bridge over Greene below Dorchester was hit, again, December 8, this time by a southbound vehicle, the less common form of strike. “So close, and yet so far,” said photo contributor Paul 
Gomme. It is the 17th strike known the Independent since November 2020, but Global News reported December 1 that in the past two years there have been 30 strikes. “Our readers are catching more 
than half, and I thank them,” said editor David Price. Left photo courtesy of Bill Smith, right photo courtesy of P. Gomme.
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• Clean and adjust automatic controls, thermostat 
and safety limit controls 

• Brush out burners and heat exchangers 
• Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

• Lubricate motors and pumps as needed 
• Check for gas and combustion leaks 
• Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment 
• Check flue for satisfactory operation

PLEASE CALL US FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT 

514-990-1346

Now is a Great Time to Tune Up 
your Residential Gas Heating System

Should you need our services, 
we are open over the Holidays

Vintage Musts brings vintage to Westmount Square 

Walking into Westmount Square from 
Greene Ave. one is immediately lured by 
the catnip of chic. Chanel, Hermès, Dolce 
& Gabbana and Yves Saint Laurent (amidst 
many) pieces are on display at Vintage 
Musts. 

The iconic brands are “gently used” (I 
love that term!), beautifully constructed 
garments – a far cry from polyester fast 
fashion. 

Owner Robert Poirier has been involved 
in the fashion industry all his life: “I love 
being surrounded by all this beauty every 
day.” 

For many years, he has been a go-to 
source for vintage jewellery, and is followed 
by a devoted clientele. His Westmount 
Square shop features “The Names” not 
only in clothing, but handbags (“They sell 
out the day I receive them!”) and shoes – 
for both men and women. 

Display cabinets twinkle with the best 
of designer jewellery – perfect for up-
coming holiday events and pearl clutchers. 
Although he often purchases accessories 

outright, Poirier takes everything else on 
consignment. His shop is truly an Alad-
din’s cave. Elegant choices cling together 
on racks. Squeezed together but recogni-
zable-from-a-yard-away handbags vie for 
the alert client’s eye. Jackets jostle for space 
everywhere. One tiptoes amidst the 
fashion finds. 

“But that’s part of the fun! Clients come 
in and love to rummage and discover.” Ce-
lebrity model Kate Moss has long worn vin-
tage clothing. Amal Clooney recently wore 
a couture gown from a past collection. 

“And as we enter the social season, 
more and more ladies are not only finding 
unique pieces; they are being ecologically 
conscious.” 

Amidst the hugely competitive fashion 
marketplace, I note that there is always a 
customer (even line-ups!) at this tiny-but-
packed boutique. Sadly, I drag myself away, 
having just missed my much-coveted Cha-
nel evening bag. Sold! 

Vintage Musts 
Westmount Square 
Tuesday to Friday, 11 to 6 pm 
Saturday, 11 to 5 pm 
Closed Sundays and Mondays 
514.602.1545

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave
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November sales: Yes, Virginia, the market is sliding 

Note: The following article relates to offers 
to purchase Westmount residential dwellings 
that were reported by local real estate agents 
as having been accepted in November 2022. 
Because they are not final registered sales, the 
addresses cannot be made public, but give a 
good idea of current trends in local real estate 
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of 
these trends over time. 

Like the little girl who sought the truth 
about the existence of Santa Claus, West-
mount homeowners, hearing about the 
sliding real estate market in cities like To-
ronto and Vancouver, wondered if the 
same is happening locally. 

Indeed, it is true: while the rising inter-
est rates mean less to buyers in West-
mount than, say, in Dorval or Côte St. Luc, 
buyers who have been building equity in 
order to be able to buy that Westmount 
house are beginning to feel the pinch, and 
climbing the ladder is becoming more and 
more difficult. 

The average adjusted price of West-
mount’s “typical” house dropped in No-
vember below the $2.3-million mark, after 
peaking in May at $2,834,000. In May, only 
seven new sales agreements were negoti-
ated, compared to an average 15 in the first 
four months of the year. 

Buyer’s market 

While the first four months of 2022 all 
included double-digit volume figures, the 
highest monthly number since May was 
eight, and the average monthly number is 
6.4 sales. Thus, the seller’s market which 
had been climbing almost steadily since 
May of 2020, has now turned into a buyer’s 
market. 

The latest count for mid-December 
shows 99 houses listed for sale, down just 
one from a month ago, but numbers not 

seen since August 2020, when agents were 
figuring out how to sell houses during the 
initial pandemic period. 

The number of houses for rent has also 
soared, with 33 now on the market com-
pared to only 12 last spring. Another 30 
houses have been rented this year, at rates 
from $3,210 to $14,000 per month; actually, 
this is down from 40 houses rented in 

2021, but the number of new listings has 
soared from 11 available for rent in May, to 
30 in mid-December. 

Adjacent-Westmount does not appear to 
have picked up the slack, with only four 
homes sold in October and November, all 
in the downtown area, for prices ranging 
from $805,000 to $2,200,000. Only condos 
and co-ops – including several shares of 
duplexes – sold in those two months in 
eastern NDG or southern Côte des Neiges. 

For the next few days, forget about the 
graph. Have a Merry Christmas and a won-
derful holiday season.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge
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Tim Ngo 
Cell.: 514 999-2918 
Bur.: 514 333-3000 

I can serve you in 
French, English, Chinese 

(Mandarin, Cantonese, and 
Chaozhou) and Vietnamese. 

www.timngo.com 
timngo.remax@gmail.com

courtier immobilier certifié 

Remax 3000 inc 
Agence immobilière 

9280 boul. de l’Acadie 
H4N 3C6

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to 
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words 
and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered 
for publication the following week. email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com

RE/MAX Action Inc.   – We are local – We are global –   We are RE/MAX

Happy 
Holidays!

Joyeuses 
Fêtes!

Real Estate Broker 
514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

To you and yours / À tous et chacune

Agence immobilière

Courtier Immobilier 
514 919-0877 

amlarue@uniserve.com
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Gordon Crescent sale marks new high in Westmount 
by Andy Dodge 

A new high was reached among West-
mount residential property transfers in Oc-
tober, as 9 Gordon Crescent sold for a cool 
$23 million, topping the price paid for 4 Sur-
rey Gardens in June (November 29, p. 1). 

The private transaction was arranged by 
real estate broker Joseph Montanaro, for 
the house occupied by Lawrence Stroll, 
who had purchased it in 1993 for 
$2,100,000, at which time it was completely 
gutted and renovated. It was the property 
of Silcho Holdings Inc., who sold to a trust. 

This marks the fourth residential sale 
of more than $10 million in the past two 
years, starting with 100 Summit Circle in 
February 2021, for $11,700,000, then in No-
vember 2021 12-14 Sunnyside Ave. went for 
$18,500,000. The Surrey Gardens sale al-
most touched $21,000,000 in June this year 

and now 9 Gordon Crescent sold for 
exactly $23,000,000. 

Two homes in the Square Mile are cur-
rently listed with asking prices of $35 mil-
lion each, and two more in Westmount 
have price tags of $25 million apiece. 

See also photo on p. 1.

9 Gordon Crescent on December 8.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Application to open a registry in view of approval by way of referendum 
SCAOPI – 4216 Dorchester Boulevard – Second Draft Resolution 

At its regular meeting held on Monday, December 5, 2022, the Municipal 1.
Council adopted, by resolution, the second draft resolution No. 2022-12-307 
concerning an immovable bearing the civic address 4216 Dorchester 
Boulevard located on lot 4 142 956 of the Quebec cadastre. 

This second draft resolution contains six (6) provisions subject to approval 2.
by way of referendum: 

Grant a variance to By-law No. 1303 of the City of Westmount, entitled a.
Zoning By-law, by allowing, notwithstanding the imposed dimension of 
35'-0" for the maximum height of a building appearing in the physical and 
spatial specifications grid for Zone R6-35-01 of the zoning plan, a building 
of approximately 59'-0" in height; 

Grant a variance to By-law No. 1303 of the City of Westmount, entitled b.
Zoning By-law, by allowing, notwithstanding the maximum height of 
three (3) storeys authorized for a building appearing in the physical and 
spatial specifications grid for Zone R6-35-01 of the zoning plan, a building 
of five (5) storeys in height; 

Grant a variance to By-law No. 1303 of the City of Westmount, entitled c.
Zoning By-law, by allowing, notwithstanding the maximum floor area ratio 
of 2 allowed in the physical and spatial specifications grid for Zone 
R6-35-01 of the zoning plan, a floor area ratio of 2.31; 

Grant a variance to By-law No. 1303 of the City of Westmount, entitled d.
Zoning By-law, by allowing, notwithstanding the maximum site ratio of 
65% permitted in the physical and spatial specifications grid for Zone 
R6-35-01 of the zoning plan, a site ratio of 66%; 

Grant a variance to By-law No. 1303 of the City of Westmount, entitled e.
Zoning By-law, by allowing, notwithstanding the prohibition on 
encroachment into the space between a street and the building line set 
out in Subdivision 5.2.3, an underground parking area in the 12'-0" space 
between the street and the building line; and 

Grant a variance to By-law No. 1303 of the City of Westmount, entitled f.
Zoning By-law, by allowing, notwithstanding the 22'-0" length requirement 
for the maneuvering area between or in front of parking spaces required 
in Section 5.5.3.2, a maneuvering area of 19'-3½" to 21'-7¼" for parking 
spaces numbered 1 through 5. 

Interested persons may submit to the City Clerk’s Office, no later than 3.
December 21, 2022, at 4:30 p.m., an application to open a registry in view of 
submitting the provision of the second draft resolution to the approval of 
certain qualified votes. 

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: westmount.org/4.
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org

Bus shelter window panes found broken 

Two windows were found smashed De-
cember 6 on the bus shelter at the north-
east corner of Lansdowne and St. Cather-
ine St., Public Security officials said. 

The STM had already been made aware 
of the damage when Public Security’s 
 dispatcher was alerted to the situation at 
4:10 pm. Broken pieces of glass were re-
portedly picked up from the sidewalk 

around the shelter by the city’s Public 
Works crews. 

There were no reported witnesses. 
A reader of the Independent noticed a 

broken pane December 8 on a nearby bus 
shelter: the one at St. Catherine and Park 
Place, also on the northeast corner. There 
is no known connection between the two 
events.

Left, the Lansdowne/St. Catherine bus shelter on December 12; right: the Park Place/St. Catherine 
St. bus shelter on December 8. Left photo: Independent; right photo courtesy of Mo Rahimi.  
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Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Police Report 

Recent household burglaries blamed on unlocked doors 
By Martin C. Barry 

The owners of a dwelling around Wood 
and Elm avenues who left the rear door un-
locked before heading out of town were 
fortunate nothing was stolen during a bur-
glary attempt. 

Around 7 pm on November 30, police 
at Station 12 on Stanton St. received a call 
from a household security company notify-
ing them that an alarm had gone off at the 
home. It was the second alarm in two 
weeks. 

Police constables who approached the 
back of the house through a laneway no-
ticed that a rear entrance was open. Inside, 
they saw tell-tale signs of an intruder’s visit 
– cupboards and drawers pulled open. 

As there was no evidence of forced entry 
such as a damaged door frame or broken 
window glass, the officers surmised the 
door had been left unlocked. However, no-
thing was stolen from the home, according 
to the incident report. 

B&E suspect gets away, uses card 

During the early morning hours of De-
cember 1, a burglary suspect who entered 
a home on Holton Ave. through a rear en-
trance almost managed to get away clean, 
but triggered an alarm while exiting 
through the front door. 

According to the police report, the sus-
pect made his way through the dwelling’s 
main floor, grabbing items as he went 
along, but inadvertently alerted the owner 

who was upstairs in bed around 12:30 am. 
Although the owner told investigators 

that she initially didn’t make much of some 
noise she heard coming from downstairs, 
she said that when she went to check 
around 10 am, she saw that several house-
hold items were missing. Among the 
stolen items were some keys and a laptop 
computer. 

Although the suspect’s stay wasn’t long, 
he managed to steal some debit and credit 
cards. 

Almost as soon as she was aware the 
cards were missing, the owner alerted the 
bank, which informed her, after cancelling 
the credit cards, that an attempt had al-
ready been made, around 2 am that same 
morning, to fraudulently make transac-

tions with the cards. 

Attempted B&E 

Finally, there was an attempted break-
in at a home near the corner of Sherbrooke 
St. and Kitchener Ave. on December 7. 

However, Station 12 community rela-
tions officer Cst. Adalbert Pimentel had no 
additional information on the incident, as 
it had taken place just a few hours earlier 
and the investigating officers hadn’t had 
time to file their report.

Two shooting incidents 
It has been widely reported in other 

media that two shooting incidents took 
place locally December 4. 

One took place at 7 pm near the Atwater 
Metro station on de Maisonneuve, likely 

just over the border in downtown Mon-
treal. 

A 38-year-old man known to police was 
shot in the upper body. He is not cooper-
ating with the authorities. 

The second took place at about 11:30 pm 
the same day when shots were fired at the 
entrance to a residence on The Boulevard 
near Victoria. – DP. 

Police Station 12 on Stanton St. on December 9. Photo: Independent. 
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Winter has long meant hockey in Westmount 

Forum built for Montreal Maroons, Stanley Cup champions 

By Craig Cormack 

When the Wanderers came to the end 
of their road in January 1918 after the Mon-
treal Arena in Westmount was burned to 
cinders (see October 11, p. 18), no one pre-
dicted the phoenix that would rise from the 
ashes would be the Montreal Maroons, 
formed in 1924. 

It was the roaring 1920s, and everyone 
was flying high. Montreal was – as always 
– hockey crazy. Les Canadiens were into 
their 15th season and anglo Montrealers 
were pining for their own hockey club. 

James Strachan (former owner of the 
Wanderers) answered the call. 

Along with some well-heeled business-
people from Westmount, he created the 
Montreal Maroons. 

Strachan tried to resurrect the Wan-
derers’ name, but he was unable to do so 
and the Maroons name was born after the 
colour of their jerseys. 

The Maroons arrived on the scene with 
the first NHL expansion along with the 
Boston Bruins. According to the Hockey 
Writers Archives published on July 17, 
2017, “The Montreal Forum had been built 
specifically for the Maroons as their home 
arena while the Canadiens continued to 
honour their lease at the old Mount Royal 
Arena.” 

Citing the rivalry between the Maroons 
and Canadiens, it said, “fans lined up out-
side and around the Forum and standing-
room-only crowds packed the building. 
The games themselves were mini wars 
with blood-letting on the ice as well in the 
seats between partisan spectators.” 

1926 Stanley Cup champs 

The Maroons went from last place in 
their first season of play in 1925 to winning 
the Stanley Cup on April 7, 1926, beating 
the Victoria Cougars. 

This victory led to the demise of the 
Western Hockey League because the west-
ern teams couldn’t match the pay of the 
eastern hockey teams. 

1927 

In 1926-27, the league expanded to 10 
teams, later reverting back to six during 
the Great Depression. The Maroons lost 
their playoff bid to their rivals the Cana-
diens on March 31, 1927 with Howie 
Morenz breaking the tie of 1-1 in overtime 
play. 

Patrick beats the Maroons in 1928, 
Maroons win cup in 1935 

The Maroons were unlucky once again 
in 1928 during the famous Stanley Cup 
final against the New York Rangers when 
coach Lester Patrick (former Wanderers 
player) strapped on goalie pads at 45 years 
of age, subbing in for his injured goal-
tender Lorne Chabot. 

Patrick miraculously stopped 18 out of 
19 shots and helped his team win 2-1 in 

overtime. The Rangers took the series of 
five by 3-2. 

The Maroons came close to winning 
the cup in following years and won it once 
again in 1935. 

Longest game in history 

In 1936, they lost it to the Detroit Red 
Wings after playing a record six overtime 
periods, finally losing 1-0. This was the 
long est game in NHL history. The last 

James Strachan.
Lester Patrick slaps on the pads in the 1928 
playoffs.

Hooley Smith Nels Stewart Babe Siebert

Toe Blake
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Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
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game the Maroons played was against 
their hometown rivals (the Canadiens) on 
March 17, 1938, which they lost 6-3. 

In 14 seasons, the Maroons made the 
playoffs 11 times and won two Stanley 
Cups – not a bad record at all. 

When the Depression hit, Montreal 
could no longer support two hockey teams. 
The Maroons’ financiers, mostly wealthy 
stockbrokers, went bankrupt and they 
could no longer fund the team. The Ma-
roons tried to stay alive by trading away 
their most talented players including their 
famous S-line. 

The S-line was made up of Nels Stewart, 
(future Canadien) Babe Siebert and Hooley 
Smith – tough, fast and expensive players. 
In their heyday the players were known as 
the “stockbrokers of the NHL.” 

Other famous Maroons 

Contrary to popular myth, Canadiens 
goalie Jacques Plante didn’t invent the first 
goalie mask, Clint Benedict (the Maroons’ 
goaltender) did. 

Toe Blake, later famous as a Canadiens 
player and coach, played for the Maroons. 

King Clancy coached the Maroons in 
their final years and then went on to bigger 
and better things with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

Lionel Conacher, one of the most tal-
ented athletes Canada ever produced, 
played for the team. 

And (the aforementioned and pictured) 
Nels Stewart played for the Maroons. He 
was famous for the two fastest goals ever 
scored and he won the Hart Trophy for 
Most Valuable Player in the league in 1926 
and 1930. 

Also, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted 
most if not all of the Maroons head 
coaches. 

Canadiens benefit 

According to information published by 
pinkpuck.com in an article called, “This 
day in Hockey History August 25, 1938 – 
Maroons go dark,” the Montreal Canadiens 
benefited from the demise of the Ma-
roons. 

They received some excellent play ers 
such as Bob Gracie (centre), wings Herb 
Cain and Jimmy Ward and defencemen 
Stew Evans, Cy Wentworth and Des Smith. 
Hockey Hall of Famer Maroons coach 
Tommy Gorman became the general man-
ager of the Canadiens from 1940-46. 

Hockey experts seem to agree that the 
Canadiens benefited from the shot in the 
arm they received in talent from the Ma-
roons. Unfortunately for the Maroons, they 
have lived in the shadow of the greatness 
of the Canadiens’ dynasty. 

Ironically it was due to the demise of 
the Maroons that the Canadiens started to 
find their feet in the late 1930s and 40s and 
they began their climb to the top. 

Photos: Wikipedia and public domain.

King Clancy Lionel Conacher

Clint Benedict

Car collision on Sherbrooke east of Greene Ave. 
By Jennifer Ball 

There was a fender-bender accident 
December 9 close to the intersection of 
Sherbrooke St. and Greene Ave. 

The accident occurred at 11:45 am. A 
black Audi SUV and a grey Volkswagen 
sedan collided. The Audi had a scratched 
and dented passenger car door as a result 
of the accident. 

Both vehicles were travelling west at 
the time of the accident and a bystander 
noted that the Volkswagen sedan steered 
into the lane of the Audi. 

There was a passenger in the Volk-
swagen at the time of the accident but not 
the Audi. Neither driver appeared to be in-
jured and both drove off once insurance 
details had been traded. 

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right 
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be 

considered for publication the following week. 
email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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Brother Lenny and sister Gerry 

These sweet cuties were born to a feral 
mother last September and are now in 
foster care for the grassroots volunteer res-
cue group Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions. 

As siblings, they are complements of 
looks and personalities, grey-and-white 
brother Lenny is confident, affectionate 
and full of fun, while his pearl-grey sister 
Gerry is … well … timid and reserved – 
until she warms and vies for affections 
with her brother! 

Lenny is big brotherly to his sister 

Gerry, who is his little companion in all 
things. In their foster family environment, 
they have bonded well with other cats and 
are social little bundles of cuddles and 
purrs. 

Both are on their kitten-vaccination pro-
gram for their age, and will be sterilized 
and microchipped at the time of their 
adoption. If you would like more informa-
tion on Lenny and Gerry, please refer to 
the Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions website 
at www.gerdysrescue.org or email the de-
voted volunteers at info@gerdysrescue.org 
for more information and adorable kitten 

photographs. 

Request for foster family volunteers 

Even though it is the holiday season, we 
would like to mention that it would be 
wonderful if families considered joining 
the Gerdy’s Rescues foster family group in 
fostering cats and kittens on arrival at the 
rescue, to offer solace and socialization be-
fore the formal adoption process. 

If you would like to volunteer as a foster 
family, please do not hesitate to contact 
Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions at their email 
info@gerdysrescue.org. It makes all the 
difference to an animal in need who is 
being taken in at a difficult time in life. 

Many thanks for being there, the 9 Lives 
neighbourhood community. Warm good 
wishes for the holiday season to all. 

Lysanne

Fun friend Oreo 

Oreo is quite stunning, a black-and-
white two-coloured parti standard poodle. 
He couldn’t be more happy-go-lucky and 
cute. A joy to behold! A sweet companion. 

Oreo is sociable with other dogs and is 
an affectionate meet-and-greeter. He is 
very bright, and keen on responding to 
commands and interactive games. He 
looks forward to walks, car rides and trekk-
ing anytime. 

Oreo could join a family with another 
dog and he would be a playful buddy in a 
home with a fenced backyard. As for cats, 
he has not yet had the pleasure of meeting 
one and knowing who is boss. 

He is good with children but, as he is a 
big guy, maybe older children would be 
best. 

Oreo is a very healthy two-year-old, up 
to date with his inoculations, neutered and 
microchipped. 

If you would like more information on 
him, please refer to the Gerdy’s Rescues & 
Adoptions website at www.gerdysrescue.
org or email them at info@gerdysrescue.
org for details and fun Oreo photographs. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler 9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Piano Tuning 

Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449. 

Piano Tuning 

Quality piano tuning, 44 years experience, please call 514-235-
5835. 

Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, efficient and reliable. 
 Reasonable rates and references provided. Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Legal Notice 

AVM will be dissolving its operations and would like to thank 
all its current and past members.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Looking sharp! 

The concrete steps for these new stairs at the K.I.D.S. daycare building on St. Catherine at Grosvenor 
were completed by February 12 (mid winter!), as reported on in our February 15 edition (p. 20). The 
bannisters and finishing touches were completed more recently, as seen December 9. 

Photo: Independent.  
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Black Friday wasn’t always about the green 

Isn’t Black Friday just a big day of 
beautiful giveaways? 

You may be surprised to learn that in 
fact the origins of the term “Black Friday” 
date back hundreds of years and they have 
nothing to do with disposing of retail junk 
– oops, sorry – great bargains. 

Like Christmas, whose name stems 
from “mass on Christ’s day,” it had nothing 
to do with countless retail deals and steals. 
Black Friday can be traced back to 17th cen-
tury school slang for the day when exam-
inations were held. 

The first Black Friday connection to 
money was the crash of the US gold mar-
ket Friday, September 24, 1869, in accord-
ance with American exceptionalists, who 
claim credit for everything from solar cells 
and the automobile to Shakespeare. 

(When I was growing up in England 
it was blackish most days, including  Fridays, 
thanks to clouds of industrial smoke drifting 
from the West Riding of Yorkshire to the 
east coast and mixing with the sea air to cre-
ate thick, heavy clouds, but we digress.) 

The Oxford English Dictionary notes 
many uses of the term “Black Friday.” The 
arrival of the “Young Pretender,” Charles 
Edward Stuart (grandson of James II), in 
Britain, Friday, December 6, 1745, to re-
claim the British throne for his father 
James Edward Stuart, the “Old Pretender,” 
was unwelcomed by most and became 
known as Black Friday. 

Friday, May 11, 1866, was the day Lon-
don banking house Overand, Gurney, & 
Co collapsed. The Times stated “The day 
will probably be long remembered in the 
city of London as the ‘Black Friday.’” 

Extending the season 

The days after Thanksgiving in the US 
started to gain commercial significance in 

the 1930s when retailers wanted to extend 
the Christmas buying season but didn’t 
want to break from tradition. A clash of 
capitalism and conservatism – some things 
never change. 

The use of the phrase “Black Friday” 
spread slowly, first appearing in The New 
York Times on November 29, 1975, in which 
it still refers specifically to “the busiest 
shopping and traffic day of the year” in 
Philadelphia. 

Around the same time, many quota-
tions associate Black Friday with the day 
when retail accountants stopped using red 
ink and a company’s annual financial rec-
ords went into the black. Of course, the big-
gest retail sales day of the year could be the 
cause of the entries going from red to 
black. 

The ever-resourceful Amazon even in-
troduced “Black Friday in July” in 2015. 

Worldwide phenomenon 

This retail disease, just like COVID, has 

spread around the world now and has been 
expanded into sales spanning Black Thurs-
day “after” US Thanksgiving through to 
Cyber Monday and as reported by Forbes, 
extended into Cyber Week. 

Vaccine? 

Will someone ever develop a vaccine for 
this? 

I’m surprised Kijiji and Craig’s List 
haven’t started “Bored of What U Bought” 
Friday sales the week after Black Friday or 
a charitable group “Cast off Containers” 
Friday to collect the millions of leftover 
boxes that go straight into the landfill – 
oops – I meant recycling facilities, er um. 

Marketeers love catchy phrases and are 
past masters of plagiarizing and exploita-
tion, but just like the vanity sizing of your 
jeans, don’t believe everything that’s shown 
on the label or in the ad. 

And don’t forget one last question that 
should have been on those dreaded exams 
of Black Friday: “Do you really need that?

T’s Takes 

Ralph Thompson

Dead rat found near Atwater 

This dead rat was photographed December 6 in the alley south of the former Packard car dealership 
on the south side St. Catherine St. The view is looking east to Atwater Ave. Photo: Independent.

Crow eats rat near Kitchener 

This crow was seen eating a dead rat on de Maisonneuve near Kitchener December 9. “I can’t re-
member ever seeing dead rats in Westmount, and now we have two in one week,” said Independent 
editor David Price, “plus a ‘bonus’ crow.” Photo: Independent.



Over 200 guests attended a Selwyn 
House event at the school November 24, 
“happy to be reunited in person again, and 
happy to celebrate this year’s award recipi-
ents,” said director of advancement Sharon 
Cozens in an email to the Independent the 
next day. 

Selwyn House Association board chair 
Michael Avedesian presented the guest of 

honour, retired middle school head Carol 
Manning, with the Speirs medal, which is 
named after the school’s fourth head-
master. 

Selwyn alumnus, parent and board 
member Tom Pitfield presented the Nancy 
Pitfield Volunteer Award, named after his 
late mother, to Leila Roiter “for demon-
strating exceptional volunteerism and sup-

port for the school com munity.” Former 
staff members Geoff Dowd, Barry Wil-
liams and Matilde Codina were named 
honorary old boys. 

“What a wonderful night for the Selwyn 
House School community!” summarized 
Cozens.
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ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

Manning receives Speirs medal from Selwyn House

From left, past Speirs medal recipients Jonathan Goldbloom, Lorna Denham, Michael Denham 
and William Daly, former elementary head Geoff Dowd, Carol Manning, past Speirs medal recipients 
Minna Shulman and Bryan Fitzpatrick, former headmaster Hal Hannaford and Susan Doherty, 
 Patrick Neilson, Laura Downey, and current headmaster Michael Downey. 

Photo courtesy of Selwyn House.

• New construction & remodeling 
• Dedicated project management 
• Architectural design services

Renovating your 
house into your 
dream home

514 683-8306 
www.lakeshoreconstruction.com 
info@lakeshoreconstruction.ca 
RBQ: 8347-1839-02

Happy Holidays!
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From all of us at Coiffure Jean John, we wish everyone all the best for the holiday season 

Come check out our great gift ideas and packages from 
MORROCANOIL, and look great with all our pomades, 
pastes, gels, sprays and tonics from REUZEL and KMS.

Coiffure 
Jean John 

4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com Homme     Femme     Enfants Men        Women       Children

HOLIDAY HOURS: December 24: 9am-3pm – December 25-27 closed 
December 31: 9am-3pm – January 1-3 closed – reopening January 4

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

NEW online 
appointments 
now 
available!

Coming soon! Get ready!
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Warmest wishes 
May the spirit of the season warm your 

heart and home this holiday season! 
Thanks for choosing us for all your 

heating and plumbing needs.

Art Review 

Cameron shows 
at Han Modern 

Toronto artist Alex Cameron arrived in 
Westmount recently for his solo show at 
Han Modern and Contemporary. 

Chloe Ng, gallery owner/director gave 
a presentation on his work, which is in the 
collections of the Art Gallery of Ontario, 
the Beaverbrook Art Gallery and the 
 Canada Council Art Bank – to name but a 
few. 

The artist met Queen Elizabeth II 
 during her 25th jubilee celebrations when 
one of his paintings was gifted to her. 
Travelling across Canada, he is inspired by 
nature in remote locations. Cameron is 
one of the leading members of the second 
generation of Painters Eleven, a group of 
abstract artists active in Canada between 
1953 and 1960. 

His colourful trees stand almost sculp-
turally: he creates them by squeezing paint 
directly from the tube. Cézanne aimed to 
“astonish with an apple.” 

Alex Cameron has done so with his 
trees. – VR. 

▶Chloe Ng, Alex Cameron and his 
wife Lorna Cameron.
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London postcard: Holidays bring out the child in everyone 

After consulting Tony, my trusty travel 
agent at Westmount’s VCD Travel, I went 
from Montreal’s “Mind the Cones” to 
“Mind the Gap” – the voice on the London 
tube warning passengers not to, well, fall 
into the gap between the train and the plat-
form. 

Ah London. The blueprint for pageantry 
– although recollections may vary. In this 
celebrated capital, retailers are famed for 
their holiday décor. 

Here, where flowers are still blooming 
(weep), one sees florals mixed with firs. 
The best fir is in Kensington Palace, which 
at 25 feet tops the smaller (only 20 feet tall) 
tree at Windsor Castle. 

I, however, bypassed the palaces. I 
strolled on the streets. As always, London 
lanes are delightful discoveries and easy to 
navigate. Overcrowded Oxford St., not so 
much. There is a moving mass of pedes-
trians, seemingly Velcro-ed shoulder to 
shoulder. 

London’s December decorations range 
from the majestic (Claridge) to charming 
(La Fromagerie). There is also art. The 
Connaught – famed for its bespoke marti-
nis served with a touch of an essential oil 
(I chose cardamom) – features artist Suzy 

Murphy. Her “soft-white-lit” neon dogs run 
gracefully through the boughs. 

There is classically simple (Caldesi) and 
towering theatrical Instagram-magnets 
(Harrods, Louis Vuitton). 

Speaking of over-the-top, Hyde Park fea-

tures Winter Wonderland. Travellers 
twitter past snapping serial selfies. The 
massive rides are lit in Las Vegas-style bril-
liant lights. But perhaps the most elegantly 
evocative holiday décor was The Ever After 
Garden at Grosvenor Square, where fields 
of glowing white-silk roses “bloom.” 

Visitors, invited to dedicate a rose in 
memory of a loved one, help raise funds 
for The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. We 
hope you enjoy this festive glow: an inspi-
ration of quotidian and nighttime awe. 

It’s great to feel like a child again.

City Views 

Veronica Redgrave

            

Snuff Bottles



Vic Studios raises money for Just for Kids 

Westmount’s famed Victoria Ave. re-
cently saw a mass of smartly-clad folk rush-
ing into Vic Studios. Unlike the social sea-
son soirées full of glamour and glitz, the 
evening lured leotards. Well, spandex as 
well, and comfortable shoes: it was a “well-
ness eve.” 

In the midst of a re-launch, Vic Studios 
brought together its various trainers to col-
laborate on an event to raise money for the 
Just for Kids Foundation’s Mental Health 
Campaign, which provides funding for a 
social worker specializing in mental health 
in the ER at the Children’s. 

The mental health social worker plays 
a critical role in treating vulnerable patients 
and acts as a facilitator between the medi-
cal team and the child’s family. 

Since COVID, there has been a 40-per-
cent increase in mental health related hos-
pitalizations for children ages 12 to 17, and 
this number continues to grow. 

The fun eve was organized by local res 
Lindsay Hart, partner, Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty Québec LK, working with 
Cory Garfinkle and Lorie Blumer (Just for 
Kids), Tara Laufer (Sotheby’s International 
Realty Québec LK), Geraldine Hart (direc-
tor, Vic Studios), DBS; Signature Gravity 
Strength instructors David Snively and 
Theodore Kotsiris, Lauren Kaplan (spin), 
Cassandra Keating (spin) and Melanie 
Duettchen Hagen (kickboxing). 

The event consisted of two 30-minute 
sessions. Each participant had the choice 
between three classes per time slot: either 
spin, gravity or kickboxing, and then a 10-
minute change-over and then another 
spin, gravity or kickboxing session. 

After the final yoga stretch brought 
heart rates back down, guests enjoyed 
famed Rejuice! drinks and Doughnats. 
(Sprinkles looked delicious!). 

A fun-filled raffle was presented by 
Lindsay and children volunteers. It fea-
tured gift cards donated by Avanti, Victoria 
Park Medi-Spa and Printcess design. 

Helpers were Donald Kattan, Stephanie 
Kattan, Sophie Kattan, Luke Adelstein, 
Vicky Hagen, Scarlett Isenberg, Blake 
 Isenberg, Eve Balinsky and Dahlia 
 Balinsky. 

Lindsay thanked all for their support, 
which raised $4,000 for the cause. Then 
departing guests received loot bags with 
Limlim socks, jewellery from Evry Jewels, 
cookies from Bazin, a gift card from Book 
Dumpling Tutors, a Kaufman Group bro-
chure and USB key from Luxkoo.

38 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 13, 2022

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Cory Garfinkle, Geraldine Hart and Lorie Blumer.

Vicky Hagen; and Stephanie, Sophie and Donald Kattan with mum-organizer Lindsay Hart.

Theodore Kotsiri, Sara Champoux and John Hatzepetros.

Eve Balinsky and Blake Isenberg (grade 7 student 
volunteers).

Sandy Schreter, Elaine Matthews and Tara Laufer.
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Tcompany of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 

2022. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_001 (06/2021)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $5 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 
or Sholom Tabak, 

dvisorSenior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty  
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me. 

Homeowner Tip #2022 
An organized + clean house will sell at a higher 

price than a messy one. Go through old clothes/junk 
+ donate before the holidays. A win-win!

As we come to the end of 2022, 
I'd like the opportunity to say THANK YOU! 
To my family + friends who’ve always got my back, (literally) 
To my doctors and trainers who keep my health on track. 
To my clients who’ve bought or sold, your next chapter has begun! 
To my clients still searching, the next visit could be the one! 
To all Indie readers, thanks to those who reached out, 
I'm happy you liked my poems about caulking and grout. 
To my collaborative colleagues, I wish you a ton of success! 
Now, there’s one last thing I’d like to address. 

I know the last few years have taken their toll, 
So making y’all laugh or smile has been my goal, 
I wish you the happiest of holidays + a healthy New Year 
Remember to pay it forward and donate or volunteer!


