
New thrill coming for this winter! 

Formal toboggan run returning 
– on ‘entire’ Murray Hill 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The popularity of last winter’s formal 
toboggan run on the east side of King 
George (Murray) Park is leading not only 
to its return but also to involve “the entire 
hill,” according to Sports and Recreation 
director Dave Lapointe. While this was not 
mentioned when the contract to create the 
run was approved at the council meeting 
September 9, Lapointe told the Independent 
about the new plan last week when asked 
about the cost increase over last year. 

The contract awarded for this second 
year to Snö Innovation Inc. was at a maxi-
mum amount of $71,706 (tax credits in-
cluded). This compares with last winter’s 
maximum modified cost of $55,560 in-
cluding taxes. Many years ago, the city 
fenced off the west and steeper portion of 
the hill to prevent the danger of toboggans 
running onto Côte St. Antoine Rd., but the 
professional groomers creating the formal 
run this year will slope it in “a less danger-
ous” way, Lapointe said. 

The new formal run attracted many to-
bogganers last winter when introduced by 
the city to provide more outdoor activities 
during pandemic restrictions. “It was loved 
by so many,” Mayor Christina Smith said 
when it was approved again by council.

Banana trees thriving in Westmount! 

Ernesto Pacitti with one of his three banana trees. See p. 25 for story. Photo: Veronica Redgrave.

We are Westmount

Foot pain? 
Heel spur? 
Bunions?

— Consult — 
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist 

Dr. Jean-Maxime Rocheleau, podiatrist 

514-439-5112 
245 Victoria #525, Westmount

Bringing skaters back to Westmount Park 

Council approves refrigerated rink 
rental for second winter 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The success of last year’s refrigerated 
rink in Westmount Park is bringing it back 
again for the coming winter. 

City council September 9 approved a 
contract to again rent and install a rink 
from Synerglace Canada Inc., described as 
the only supplier able to offer the service 
for the 2021-2022 season. The contract is 

listed at a maximum amount of $99,993 
including taxes, the same amount as last 
year for the period of November 15 to 
March 15. 

The rink will be once again available for 
general skating only and be installed in the 
same location as last year near the comfort 
station and library, explained Dave La-
pointe, director of Sports 
and Recreation. 

BRIGID SCULLION
L U X U R Y  R E A L  E S T A T E

514.235.7878
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BMO Wealth Management is the brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its affiliates, including BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., in providing wealth management products 
and services. ® “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal, used under licence. ® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. 
BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bank of Montreal. If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information.

With us, it’s personal
Bradley Steinmetz
Investment Advisor and Portfolio Manager

Tel: 514-282-5825 
bradley.steinmetz@nbpcd.com 
www.steinmetzwealth.com

‘Transfers’ dispute update, p. 6-9

Cllr. Shamie’s platform for 
District 3, see p. 5
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Don’t wait until
it hits you.
Get vaccinated.

A vaccination passport 
is now required to enter 
certain public spaces.

Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine
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DANIELLE ALLARIE 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com
514.730.8708 
dallarie@gmail.com

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com

7897 Wavell Rd – Cote Saint-Luc 
MLS #13659121

Le Plateau-Mont-Royal – 3717 Rue St-Hubert 
MLS 18552062

SOLD IN 4 DAYS! SOLD IN 4 DAYS!

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514-895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

Your Search Ends Here!

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514-933-6781 – fax 514-313-5362

The Price is Right 
Are you looking for a quick and easy way to 
set the right asking price for your property? 

Step 1: Consider these: 
□ size 
□ attributes 
□ location 
□ physical state of your property (if any repairs needed) 

Important factors to note: age of roof, wiring, foundations, windows, 
masonry, heating system, list of renovations, etc. 

Step 2: Call Sylvie

sylvielafreniere.com/youtube 

don’t miss our pull-out 

Spotlight 
real estate section after p. 14 

August real estate 
by Andy Dodge, p. SL-3 

Construction guide, p. SL-7 

Permits, p. SL-10 

House History 
by Andy Dodge: 
321 Victoria Ave., p. SL-18

Cyclist injured on bike 
path avoiding child 

A 27-year-old cyclist fell September 19 
on the bike path in Westmount Park while 
trying to avoid a child, Public Security of-
ficials said. Answering a call for medical 
assistance just after 1 pm, officers found 
the man with a sore knee, right ankle, lac-
erations to the right knee and in so much 
pain he couldn’t move his legs. 

Urgences Santé arrived on the scene 
and took over. The mishap was described 
as occurring when the cyclist, travelling 
quickly, made “a false manoeuvre” to avoid 
the child. 

83-year-old falls 
on Greene 

A woman crossing Greene Ave. just 
north of St. Catherine September 21 fell. 
She was found lying in the street face down 
when public safety officers arrived at the 
scene for assistance at 4:14 pm, Public Se-

curity officials said. She was described as 
an 83-year-old Westmount resident. Ur-
gences Santé arrived on the scene and the 
woman was left in their hands. It was not 
known why she fell; the pavement was not 
reported to be a problem. 

Edgehill work causes 
traffic to back up 

A complaint to Public Security about de-
bris on the road outside 188 Edgehill Sep-
tember 23 at 8:02 am resulted in the dis-
covery by officers of a long line-up of traffic 
caused by the removal of stones. There 
were no signs on the road, according to 
Public Security officials, and a contractor 
was directing traffic but without the 
required procedures in place or a permit 
for the work. 

Officers took over and ordered the con-
tractor to clean up the street. A previous 
warning had been issued for similar work 
in 2019. A statement of office was issued 
for $1,300.

Firetrucks, no fire 

Greene Ave. was blocked the afternoon of September 21 by public safety officers starting at Sher-
brooke due to a possible fire in an air conditioning unit on the roof top of 1222 Greene, between 
de Maisonneuve and St. Catherine. The building was evacuated but no fire was found, Public 
Security officials told the Independent. Photo courtesy of Sam Beitel.

Dog playing ball brings 
ticket for $225 

Patrollers on Côte St. Antoine Rd. just 
south of King George (Murray) Park no-
ticed a woman walking her dog on a leash 
about 8 am September 22, according to 
Public Security officials. She was then seen 
entering the park and throwing a ball to 
the dog off leash and issued a ticket for 
$225. 

She was reported to have been issued a 
previous warning at the same location for 
the same offence. She was also warned to 
obtain a dog permit.
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Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

The other summit lookout? 

This sign from the summit lookout is posted at the back of the building on St. Catherine St. near 
Abbott that recently suffered a major fire (see September 14, p. 16). “I expected a more impressive 
view!” quipped resident Sam Beitel. Photo courtesy of S. Beitel.
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Looking to continue as ‘voice’ of residents on council 

Shamie announces candidacy 
in letter to District 3 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Councillor Jeff Shamie last week an-
nounced his bid to residents of District 3 
to seek a seat on city council and have “a 
second mandate as your voice” on city 
council. 

Shamie, who has been serving as com-
missioner of administration, chair of the 
city’s Finance and Administration (F&A) 
Committee and a trustee of the West-
mount Public Library, submitted his nomi-
nation papers for candidacy at city hall Sep-
tember 20. 

“Representing you on city council and 
ensuring your concerns are addressed in 
an effective and timely manner is my top 
priority,” he says in a letter to residents. 

While Shamie is the only candidate so 
far to announce his intention to run in Dis-
trict 3, he told the Independent he will be 
campaigning actively by calling at homes, 
meeting residents and seeking their input. 

District 3 is located to the east of mid-
level Westmount between The Boulevard, 
the eastern city limits with downtown, 
Sherbrooke St. and Mount Stephen/
Church Hill/Aberdeen. 

Shamie said he is particularly proud of 
the council’s and city’s response to the pan-
demic, including the “speed and effi-
ciency” used in implementing measures 
to promote the well-being of residents such 
as socially distanced pedestrian walk 
zones, checking in on seniors, providing 
the toboggan run at King George (Murray) 
Park and the refrigerated rink at West-
mount Park. 

“On a more local level, we succeeded in 
having a speed bump built on Elm Ave. 
and having the fence in Queen Elizabeth 
Gardens installed for the safety of our 
children.” 

Maintaining taxes 

In his own commissionership, he said, 
“I have played a key role in ensuring our 
administration is fiscally responsible, striv-
ing to maintain taxes at existing rates while 
focusing on improving resident services” 
and also in moving forward with critical 
infrastructure projects and improvements 
in snow removal. 

His current challenge, he said, is the de-
velopment of a strategic plan for Hydro 
Westmount and the promotion of electric 
vehicles to help create a more sustainable 
community (see story June 22, p. 1). 

Shamie, who lives on de Casson, is 
president and chief executive officer of the 
Cedars Canada Foundation at the McGill 
University Health Centre, a position he has 
held for 15 years. In this respect, he said, 
his current focus as a fundraiser is on the 
Cedars’ 50th Anniversary Capital Cam-
paign and its project, the Cedars Oncology 
Supportive Care Centre.Jeff Shamie on September 23. Photo: Independent.
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Enjoy our Thanksgiving feast for $40 per person 
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Pas un caprice 
Bonjour Monsieur, 

J’ai lu avec intérêt votre éditorial. 
Il est bien regrettable que vous soyez 

conduit à en appeler à vos lecteurs pour 
convaincre des esprits étroits de se rendre 
à l’évidence. 

M. Andy Dodge que je connais et vous 
avez tout à fait raison. La Ville de West-
mount devrait vous rendre facile l’obten-
tion des noms, des adresses, des prix payés 
chaque fois qu’un bien immobilier se vend. 

Ce n’est pas un caprice, c’est une infor-
mation publique et votre journal la trans-
met pour le bénéfice de ses lecteurs. 

Bravo pour votre détermination. 
Salutations distinguées, 

Robert Charette 
résident de Westmount depuis 43 ans 

‘Transfers’ would 
be sorely missed 

With reference to Mr. Price’s editorial 
concerning the publication of the property 
transfers in Westmount, I must confess 
that one of my guilty pleasures has always 
been to read about the transfers of prop-
erty. 

It gave me a good sense of property 
values in the various neighbourhoods that 
comprise Westmount, and afforded me the 
opportunity to know who my new neigh-
bours were and to say goodbye to departing 
ones. 

All to say: the column itself was inter-

esting, factual, fun to read and would be 
sorely missed by this reader if it were to 
disappear. 

Allen Rubin, Lexington Ave. 

Astonished city making 
things difficult/impossible 

I was surprised to read your last edi-
torial re: the city of Westmount making it 
difficult/impossible for your newspaper to 
receive information allowing you to con-
tinue publishing information relating to 
real estate transfers in the city. The city has 
always seemed to me to be wonderfully 
transparent and therefore this report as-
tonished me. In my opinion, your real es-
tate reporting is essential for all the numer-
ous reasons cited in your editorial. Here is 
one citizen who supports your initiative to 
keep up this important reporting and I 
hope the city will continue to collaborate 
with your newspaper in enlightening the 
citizens of Westmount. 

Michael Polak, Prospect St. 

Transfer data helpful 
As a longtime resident of Westmount 

(1977 – thank you Parti Québécois), I 
strong ly support your efforts to obtain and 
publish land/building transfer data.  It has 
proved helpful to me as I ponder the tri-
annual evaluation on our home.   Your 
point on the lack of full disclosure in-
trigues me; was the transfer of ownership 
at 4898 de Maisonneuve ever given to you 
for publication or is it still owned by Guy 
Laframboise?* 

The annual recap is a must-read for 
those of us looking at which are the areas 
with a high turnover, and are some housing 
types more active than others, being the 
ones that come first to my mind, plus again 
the desire to compare annual tax data. 

Please keep up the fight to obtain, in a 
timely and simple way, data that is actually 
in the public domain and should be given 
freely to the press by our local city officials. 
I will personally be asking all candidates 
in my district if they support your efforts 
and if not then their reasons as why they 
don’t. 

Bill Smith, York St. 
*Editor’s reply: 4898 de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
is owned by a limited partnership, Dével-
oppements Prince Albert S.E.C., which in 
turn is owned by Restoration Real Estate 
Holdings L.P. and 9356-6016 Québec inc. 
The board of directors of the first company 
is composed of Denis Tremblay, Noam 
Schnitzer and Allan Reznick, and those 
names re-appear in the third company’s 
filings. As far as we know, Guy Lafram-
boise was the previous developer of the 
site. – DP. 

Need data to independently 
track home prices 

After reading your column dated Sep-
tember 21 (p. 8), I agree with your position. 
My wife and I have lived and owned homes 
in Westmount since 1988 and the informa-
tion provided by the Independent, including 
the articles written by Mr. Dodge, has been 
helpful. 

We have seen our municipal taxes triple 
over the period of time we have been living 
here (thanks to Mr. Ryan), and the only way 
I feel this can be justified is by indepen-
dently tracking the prices of homes selling 
in the area, which your newspaper helps 
to provide. 

Hoping this is just a misunderstanding, 
and we hope you can resolve the problem. 

Leonard Litwin 

Read real estate first 
Real estate transfer information is the 

first information that we access upon re-
ceipt of your newspaper. 

My husband’s family bought our home 
in 1939, and we have lived here and raised 
our four children here since 1963. We rely 
on the real estate transfer information for 
decisions about our charitable donations 
and our gift-giving. 

We sincerely hope that you regain 
timely access to the information that you, 
and your readers, need. 

Norah Freedman, Murray Hill 

Info used for successful 
tax re-assessment 

I am on your side. I have been a resident 
of Westmount for 60 years, residing at 
three different addresses. 

I look forward to receiving the Indie 
every week. It is a great source of neigh-
bourhood activities. I confess that I do 
enjoy the real estate articles, including the 
transfers. 

Curiosity does not kill the cat! 
The price comparisons in the transfers 

article were very helpful to me several years 
ago. I was contesting an increase in my 
property tax and they were so helpful, in 
fact, that I won my case! 

Andy Dodge’s history articles on West-
mount properties are very interesting les-
sons. I do hope these informative two col-
umns will continue. 

Also, I wish to thank Patrick Martin, 
Kirk Kelly, Christine Cardinal and Jasmin 
Uhthoff for their letters to the editor (Sep-
tember 21, p. 26-7). We have just had a fed-
eral election and we are all tired of politics! 
I was not going to bother to vote in the 
EMSB election! Now, I certainly intend to 
vote and it will be a vote against the CAQ’s 
Bill 40. A vote for our English grand-

children. I do hope you all voted! 
Beverley Hutchison, Kitchener Ave. 

Disgusted by 
dilatory tactics 

Reading your editorial, I was disgusted 
by the dilatory tactics of city officials and 
overly legalistic and wordy responses to 
your request for the property transfer list 
used by Andy Dodge to write his popular 
real estate column. 

It doesn’t take a brain surgeon to under-
stand that a local paper in a residential area 
has a large real estate element, that resi-
dents are very interested in knowing what 
transfers took place in their area and that 
this information should be recent and 
available in their local newspaper. 

These city officials, in not responding 
in a timely way to your requests for a list 
that has been provided for many years 
without a problem and that consists of in-
formation that is basically public anyway, 
are not doing their job, namely to serve the 
residents/taxpayers of Westmount. I agree 
that our elected officials should be made 
aware of this unacceptable situation and 
support your efforts in this regard. 

Deana Silverstone, Grosvenor Ave. 

Info is useful, 
and sentimental 

When I moved from Toronto to West-
mount 11 years ago, I was enamoured by 
the feeling of community around me. One 
of the things that made this town feel 
special was the Westmount Independent. 
And one of the best things about your 
newspaper is the real estate section. 

The insight that you provide on local 
real estate trends and transactions is both 
useful and sentimental. 

In 2012, I clipped and saved the article 
in which Andy Dodge commented on my 
purchase of “a very small two-storey house 
north of de Maisonneuve Blvd.” that I 
found out was “the only markdown” that 
April. 

When it came time to upsize, I used 
data from the Westmount Independent to re-
search prices, gauge turnover, and figure 
out what areas we might want to live in 
next. 

Then, in 2019, I was very proud to see a 
beautiful photograph of our new home and 
street on the cover of your Spotlight on 
Real Estate section. 

I am sorry to hear that you are having 
difficulty gaining access to the public rec-
ords that you require to continue providing 
the valuable service that you have been. For 
years, you have done a great job of compil-
ing information into a 
practical and interesting 

Letters in support of Indie’s access to real estate information

continued on p. 8

Support the mayor’s 
recommendation 

Update: Regarding the Independent’s 
access to real estate transfer 

information, Mayor Christina Smith’s 
“recommendation to council and 

direction to the administration will be 
that the sale of properties (without 

names) that generate transfer duties 
should be tabled under section 6 at the 

public council meeting and made 
accessible to all.” 

Given that we have yet to see 
an example of this output, that 

technicalities regarding the Cities and 
Towns Act remain (see the mayor’s 
column, p. 7), and that personnel at 
the city can always change, I advise 

you to continue to speak up now 
if you agree with us. 

Please write, for publication, and 
join your fellow citizens! – DP. 

editor@westmountindependent.com



Preliminary reaction to Independent’s 
September 21 editorial 

You wrote quite a comprehensive edi-
torial last week (p. 8) that raises some im-
portant questions. 

You can be sure I shall be reacting to it 
in detail. 

Given that the editorial deals with 
events and people’s actions over some eight 
years, including many different members 
of the administration and former elected 
officials, I have to confer with the key 
people involved to ensure the contents of 
my reaction are accurate. 

Time needed 

There is also the fact that we are con-
strained by the Cities and Towns Act as to 
how we legally can do all you ask. As this 
will take a bit of time, I cannot commit to 
having all of the details of this done before 
your publishing deadline for next week and 

after speaking to council on September 27 
[after press time]. 

My recommendation to council and di-
rection to the administration will be that 
the sale of properties (without names) that 
generate transfer duties should be tabled 
under section 6 at the public council meet-
ing and made accessible to all, not just one 
publication. 

Christina Smith is the mayor 
of Westmount. 
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 

corner Grosvenor

514 933-8556

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• All vehicles • All work 
• Pick-up/drop-off available

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

Please book 
a tire 

change for 
October

The 
2021 

deadline 
for winter tires: 

December 1

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

SENIORS – Need Help Getting a 
Vaccine Passport? 

Contactivity Centre can help you to obtain a paper vaccine passport 
and we will plasticize it so it doesn’t get rumpled. Or we can help you 

to download a digital passport, if you have a smart phone. 
Please call our community support worker Michael Nolan 

at a special reserved phone number: 438-699-9927
Contactivity Centre 
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd W. 

Westmount, corner Lansdowne 
contactivitycentre.org

City likely to post ‘transfers’ 
with minutes – Thank you 

I met with Mayor Christina Smith Sep-
tember 24 regarding this newspaper’s ac-
cess to timely real estate information (see 
editorial, September 21, p. 8; largely re-
printed on p. 9 of this issue). 

She told me that her decision is to ad-
vise council and direct the city’s unelected 
employees to post recent real estate trans-
actions (or “transfers”) on the city’s website 
– without names – with the minutes of city 
council meetings. 

She also wrote a brief note for this 
paper, at right. Please read it. 

I thank her for her prompt attention to 
this matter, for her gracious conveyance of 
this information and for this acceptable so-
lution. 

We will clearly identify any details that 
we add to this basic information. 

Please support the mayor’s 
recommendation 

However, given that we have yet to see 
an example of this output, that technical-
ities regarding the Cities and Towns Act 

remain, and that personnel at the city can 
always change, I advise you to continue to 
speak up if you agree with us. 

Please write to editor@westmountin-
dependent.com and join your fellow 
citizens, as seen in this issue on p. 6 and 
8. 

Please talk to current members of coun-
cil (retiring or not) and to council candi-
dates. 

Please ask questions at public meetings 
and make your views known in public fora. 

Last, but not least, I would also like to 
thank each and every letter writer who sup-
ported us, and the people who talked to me 
live voice. Like any activity, there are bad 
days in this business, but reading your 
kind and helpful words, when we needed 
them, was very heartening. 

I received no communications opposed 
to our position. 

David Price is the editor of 
the Independent.

Editorial

Mayor’s 
Column 
Christina Smith

Letters to the Editor, p. 10 

Pet Page, p. 12 

T’s Takes, p. 18 

Police Report, p. 21 

City Views: 
Banana trees, p. 25 

Art Scene: 
Visual Arts’ 75th, p. 26
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format; I hope that you will receive the sup-
port that you need to keep doing this. 

Tyler Kim, Arlington Ave. 

Important part of 
community paper 

The real estate sales are one of the most 
interesting sections of the paper. 

I understand that anyone can gain ac-
cess to this information – it is not private 
– and having it published monthly in the 
Independent is an important part of a com-
munity newspaper because the informa-
tion is not readily available by any other 
media.  

I totally support the Independent and ask 
the city to facilitate the distribution of this 
important information to its citizens on a 
monthly basis. 

Steve Weir, Parkman Place 

Our Independent integral 
part of Westmount 

I fully support your desire to secure the 
information you are seeking from our city 
hall regarding real estate trans fers. 

Actually, I support you receiving any 
reasonable and available information from 
city hall that can make our Independent 
more interesting, informative and timely. 

This paper has become an integral part 
of Westmount’s population, and its sur-
vival is critical for the flow of information 
and exchange. 

Full disclosure requires me to indicate 
that I have known editor David Price for 
years and even have worked with him years 
ago. But this also allows me to say I know 
him to be incredibly bright, always operat-
ing with the best of intention and with the 
utmost integrity. 

Paul Echenberg, Wood Ave. 

Best paper, full support 
I’m 93 and your newspaper is the best 

that I’ve read since I bought my property 
here in 1971. I want to do anything and 
everything to help in this fight with the city. 

I also think the mayor is one of the best 
mayors that we have ever had. 

Keep up the good work. You are run-
ning an excellent newspaper. 

Martin Eidinger, Forden Ave. 

Provide the information 
I agree entirely with your September 21 

editorial (p. 8). Elected officials overseeing 
bureaucrats who are refusing or slow-walk-
ing public information requested by any-
one, and especially the working press, 
must ensure that those bureaucrats are re-
primanded and instructed to provide that 

information in a timely way. 
Alex Simonelis, Sherbrooke St. 

Support Indie’s easy access 
This is in response to your call in last 

week’s Indie for support to access house 
transfer information from the city of West-
mount. 

I have read Andy Dodge’s columns for 
years and was mystified when new prop-
erty owners were no longer identified. As 
a homeowner, it is important to follow the 
ups and downs of the real estate market. 
As a resident, I like to know who is leaving 
and who is moving in. As a researcher in 
local heritage, I need to have a record of 
changes. 

It puzzles me that the city of West-
mount might impede the smooth transfer 
of this information to the Westmount Inde-
pendent, Andy Dodge and hence to resi-
dents. I’m sure that residents and our city 
realize how fortunate we are to have a local 
independent newspaper. The importance 
of real estate listings for the survival of your 
paper is obvious. 

I would ask the city of Westmount to 
support the Westmount Independent’s easy 
access to this information for the benefit 
of Westmount residents. 

Caroline Breslaw 

Service to the community 
We consider the Independent’s listings 

of real estate transactions to be a service to 
the community. We’re surprised that the 
city of Westmount is making it difficult 
for you to provide this information in a 
timely fashion. 

Art & Judy Yelon 

This is a democracy 
To answer your appeal: 
Do you care? YES 
Do you wish to have a functioning local 

newspaper? YES 
Local real estate column? YES 
Do unelected city employees at the city 

clerk’s office own the information, giving 
them the right to dispense it when and 
how they see fit? NO 

It is taxpayer information that has been 
paid for by taxpayers including the salaries 
of those employees. They work for us! 
We’re paying their salaries and they should 
supply the press with the information re-
quested by a free press in a timely, useful 
way. This is a democracy, not Stalinist Rus-
sia! 

David Price, thank you for standing up 
against a very arrogant city hall staff. 

This is just the breaking point for me 
as I can tell you for the few, but important 
to me, times that I have ever wanted any 

information or assistance from that staff, 
I’ve always been fobbed off. And any staff 
attitude always come from the top. They 
better get who’s the boss – it’s we the tax-
payers! 

Maureen Tracey, Metcalfe Ave. 

Provide information 
in a timely manner 

Having read your editorial in this week’s 
Independent, it struck me that there are 
times when institutions lose their way. 

A city council is a case in point. A coun-
cil has, I believe, two main functions: on 
one side to lead and take the initiative, and 
on the other to act in a manner that reflects 
the needs and wishes of its constituents. 
For some councils, the second function 
can be difficult, since the wishes of the con-
stituents are quite heterogenous. 

In the context of the real estate column 
of the Westmount Independent, this is hardly 
the case.  The Independent serves the needs 
of the Westmount community, and can 
only do this well if it is financially sound. 
If it needs information from the city to do 
its job well, then it is incumbent on city 
council to respect that need, and to provide 
the information in a timely manner. 

Given that we have a forthcoming elec-
tion in November, this provides an oppor-
tunity to ask the candidates their position 
on this issue. And to vote accordingly. 

Jon Breslaw 

Enjoy Dodge, especially in 
current real estate market 

I am answering your appeal to write to 
you regarding the real estate transfers that 
you are having a hard time obtaining from 
the city. I have been a long time West-
mount homeowner and always enjoy read-
ing the Westmount Independent. I enjoy 
Andy Dodge’s page on local real estate, es-
pecially in the heated housing market that 
we are living through. 

I always liked to read the transfers to 
see who was buying what and for how 
much. It’s interesting to see who is moving 
into our lovely little city, and who is moving 
out. It’s also informative to see how much 
the adjacent homes are selling for. 

I remember when all this information 
was published quite regularly. Then only 
the sellers’ names and price paid appeared. 
I liked it better when all the information 
was there. So you can add my name to the 
list of Westmount residents that would like 
you to have easy access to that information. 

Mrs. M. Werbitt, Olivier Ave. 

Vital to democracy 
It was with dismay that I read of the dif-

ficulties you have experienced in getting 

information about real estate transfers. 
The articles by Andy Dodge and real es-

tate information published in Independent 
is always interesting to read. 

It is vital to a democracy that informa-
tion that is in the public domain be access-
ible to the press. 

Sheena Thadhani, Renfrew Ave. 

‘Need to know’ 
information 

I read with great concern your editorial 
piece in the September 2021 issue (p. 8).  

The city’s attitude and actions regarding 
blockage of disclosure of basic housing in-
formation is egregious and appropriate 
pressure must be placed on the city 
bureaucrats and any politicians that sup-
port them. The data are a key “need to 
know” information on one of the most im-
portant aspects of life in Westmount for 
residents, advertisers and most businesses. 

I am not an expert on how to organize 
this pressure but there must be a variety 
of vehicles that can be put to use that will 
change the situation. For example, what 
about getting signatures for a petition, 
maybe organized by the real estate firms 
here who pay a lot of city taxes? Or a former 
local politician? What is the story in other 
comparable neighbourhoods in Montreal? 

Tony Boeckh 
Westmount resident since 1968

Letters in support of Indie’s access to real estate information

continued from p. 6

Support the mayor’s 
recommendation 

Update: Regarding the Independent’s 
access to real estate transfer 

information, Mayor Christina Smith’s 
“recommendation to council and 

direction to the administration will be 
that the sale of properties (without 

names) that generate transfer duties 
should be tabled under section 6 at the 

public council meeting and made 
accessible to all.” 

Given that we have yet to see 
an example of this output, that 

technicalities regarding the Cities and 
Towns Act remain (see the mayor’s 
column, p. 7), and that personnel at 
the city can always change, I advise 

you to continue to speak up now 
if you agree with us. 

Please write, for publication, and 
join your fellow citizens! – DP. 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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Is the city of Westmount a democracy or a bureaucracy? 

I have generally tried to avoid clashes 
with the city of Westmount. Yes, I have 
opined on the train station (November 6, 
2012, p. 6), rent control for retail stores, al-
though – unsurprisingly – this ended up 
not being a municipal power (March 12, 
2019, p. 8), the path through Westmount 
Park (November 19, 2019, p. 6) and wood-
burning fireplaces (April 20, 2021, p. 6). 

But on the big issues where politicians 
had already staked out positions  – artificial 
turf (rounds 1 and 2), the arena debate, the 
proposed indoor pool, 99 percent of the 
Westmount Park plan, elections – I have 
remained neutral. I have also not sought 
out themes (possibilities: transparency, the 
environment, fiscal prudence) to drone on 
about in “motherhood and apple pie” edi-
torials. 

In addition to not being overly exercised 
by municipal issues personally, I have long 
thought that the best way to serve all our 
readers – including the actual and would-
be politicians – was to maximize good re-
lations and news gathering, and leave the 
controversy to the residents and the politi-
cal actors. 

But the city is now being deliberately 
obstreperous and impeding part of our 
most basic task – news gathering – specifi-
cally by creating barriers to us getting real 
estate transfer information for Westmount 
in a timely, useful way. 

But first, some history. 
Beginning in the late 1960s, the late 

John W. Sancton began publishing a list of 
recently bought and sold Westmount real 
estate (the “transfers” in Westmount jour-
nalistic lingo) in his newspaper, The Exam-
iner. The property roll is public (for the 
whole island of Montreal, it is now at 
https://servicesenligne2.ville.montreal.qc.c
a/sel/evalweb/index) and changes to it are 
public too. He contended that it was im-
portant information for residents to have. 

Yes, there was a personal-gossip factor 
to this list (which, by the way, is still legit-
imate news, protected in my view by the 
constitution), but there was also statistical 
information that could be very useful to 
residents, including for tax purposes (Is 
my property evaluation correct? Should I 
be paying this much municipal property 
tax?), for buyers and sellers (What is such-
and-such a house worth?) and possibly for 
other reasons as well (e.g. Is one entity buy-
ing up residential, or apartment, or retail, 
or office space?). 

Things went along from there into the 

1970s, with our current columnist Andy 
Dodge eventually taking over the transfers 
list and writing a column about it in The 
Examiner for decades. 

We used to receive the transfers 

The Independent was founded in 2007. 
We asked for the list of monthly transfers 
as well, which we published once a month. 
There was no paperwork or bureaucracy 
attached to the process at the time. I per-
sonally used to go to city hall and copy out 
the transfers every month, with our book-
keeper Beth Hudson eventually taking over 
those duties. When Andy joined our team 
in May 2012, Beth stopped and Andy took 
over for us. 

Then, in early 
2014, then-mayor 
Peter Trent and 
then-director general 
Duncan Campbell 
added a condition: 
we could keep get-
ting the transfers list 
from the city, but we 
had to promise not 
to publish the names 
of the buyers. I 
thought that agree-
ing not to publish 
something true was 
an unseemly deal for 
a newspaper to make 
with a government, 
especially since the 
information ought to 
be public by right, 
not purchased with 
promises. But I did 
not want to start a 
fight, and Andy and 
I thought that he could do the job ad-
equately without the city’s official list, 
which he then began to do. 

Over time, though, we began to notice 
(as we had guessed would happen, see Sep-
tember 21, p. 9) that we were not finding 
out about certain transactions, especially 
the sale of large apartment buildings. Also 
over time, for reasons unrelated to the city, 
we stopped publishing the names of the 
buyers. (I took solace in the fact that cur-
rent owners can easily be found on the 
public property roll.) 

So in about January 2019, we began ask-
ing for the list again from the city. 

Boy, did they make it difficult! They 
began by saying there was no list and that 
creating it would be too time consuming. 

Both these statements are obviously un-
true. The city has to know what property 
has been transferred, since it sends out a 
welcome-tax invoice and all subsequent tax 
bills to the new owners. Also, Andy and I 

knew that they could create a list. We had 
seen it with our eyes for years before going 
out on our own. As for the time that it takes 
to compile the list: everyone knows that, 
with computers, hitting “F9” (or whatever) 
quickly creates a this-or-that list from a da-
tabase. If the city could manage to create a 
list in 1969, it could manage it now. 

Also – very importantly – in a democ-
racy, part of the job of unelected govern-
ment employees is to answer questions 
from the press. If the press is disorganized 
or frivolous or biased or disrespectful of 
employees’ time, those situations might be 
reasons for complaint, but we have never 
been that way. (Rather the reverse. How 

much time have we 
now spent on get-
ting this informa-
tion?) 

Eventually, the 
city did give us the 
information after 
requiring access to 
information re-
quests, but slow-
walked its replies, 
delighting in long-
winded letters and 
unnecessary emails 
– composed using 
time that taxpayers 
have paid for – that 
added nothing to the 
exchange. It also de-
lighted in deliberate 
obtuseness, treating 
each new request as 
though it had never 
heard of the Indepen-
dent or the subject 
matter at hand. 

This fiction serves the unelected em-
ployees well. If each routine request is 
presented as a unique, esoteric legal ques-
tion requiring study, then delays of 30 or 
60 days (or more!) are understandable. 

Killing the column, softly 

This slowness in replying – and from 
time to time starting in September 2019, 
not replying at all – made a monthly col-
umn about real estate trends impossible 
to write with their information. If a colum-
nist doesn’t receive data on a regular, pre-
dictable basis, he or she can’t have a regular 
column, which is what is needed for a 
newspaper and for trendspotting in real es-
tate. 

(I tried to get the ball rolling again with 
information requests in July and August 
of this year, and received replies 65 and 38 
days after. They were positive, but how can 
a newspaper work with such long, variable 
and unpredictable response times? You 

will also see, September 21, p. 10, how the 
city replied to my proposal to streamline 
the process. Slllooowww wwwaaalll kk -
kiiinnnggg.) 

As everyone can see, real estate is im-
portant to this newspaper on the advertis-
ing front. The advertisers know that we 
have content about real estate and it is one 
of the reasons that they advertise with us. 
Readers also love it. Especially since the 
city radically reduced its advertising budget 
with us, real estate advertising has sus-
tained this newspaper. By making one of 
our key areas of content hard to produce, 
the city is standing on our windpipe. 

So, it’s all up to you. The issue that I put 
to you – the reader, voter and taxpayer – is 
this: Do you care? Do you want to have a 
functioning local newspaper? Local real es-
tate column? Do unelected employees at 
the city clerk’s office own this information, 
giving them the right to dispense it when 
and how they see fit? 

(If we do live in a bureaucracy – ac-
countable only to itself – that will be useful 
information. We can all stop wasting our 
time with the fiction of democratic govern-
ment. Might it also mean that we could buy 
this information from the unelected em-
ployees? If it belongs to them, that would 
make sense. People can transfer their prop-
erty to each other, so maybe the private 
market is the answer? If this reasoning is 
absurd to you, then things must change.) 

Your information 

Or is the information yours, sitting in 
your computers and managed by un-
elected employees whose time has been 
purchased with your tax dollars? If it is 
your information, then it should be sup-
plied to the press – your representatives – 
in a timely, useful way. 

Please write to us, for publication, so 
that I can work to convince the elected of-
ficials to change the city’s approach and at-
titude. I would not be asking if it were not im-
portant. 

I have already worked to alert the 
elected officials through what I think is the 
correct channel, but I nevertheless hope 
that they don’t fully know what is going on 
and/or don’t understand its importance to 
this newspaper. 

It can be easily resolved. I hope that the 
whole episode has been a giant misunder-
standing. If I have been unclear in my 
communications, I apologize. 

I see no upside for the city in its behav-
iour and I have looked for every other way 
out of this dispute. Trust me: I would 
rather be writing about beer or television, 
or – even better – consuming them. 

David Price is the editor of 
the Independent.

September 21 

editorial – 
re-print

Support the mayor’s 
recommendation 

Update: Regarding the Independent’s 
access to real estate transfer 

information, Mayor Christina Smith’s 
“recommendation to council and 

direction to the administration will be 
that the sale of properties (without 

names) that generate transfer duties 
should be tabled under section 6 at the 

public council meeting and made 
accessible to all.” 

Given that we have yet to see 
an example of this output, that 

technicalities regarding the Cities and 
Towns Act remain (see the mayor’s 
column, p. 7), and that personnel at 
the city can always change, I advise 

you to continue to speak up now 
if you agree with us. 

Please write, for publication, and 
join your fellow citizens! – DP. 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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Doesn’t red mean ‘stop’? 
What does ‘no cycling’ mean? 

A few days ago, I was at the corner of 
Greene and de Maisonneuve (south side) 

about to cross the street. The “walking 
man” light was lit up but, just as I was 
about to cross, a car travelling west on de 
Maisonneuve went through the red light 
and turned left on Greene. 

Yesterday, I was on the south side of 
Sherbrooke about to cross Lansdowne. 
Once more, the “ walking man” was illumi-
nated. A car was stopped at the intersection 
(so I knew it was safe to cross) but just as 
I was about to step onto the street, the 
driver went through the red light and 
turned left onto Sherbrooke! 

I am also including a photo of a driver 
who turned left onto Sherbrooke from Vic-
toria while the light was red in addition to 
someone on a bicycle in Westmount Park. 

Sam Beitel, Abbott Ave. 

Is French in decline? 
Prove it 

One must acknowledge M. Legault’s 
sense of theatre. Two ex Parti Québécois 
cabinet ministers, Louise Beaudoin and 
Louise Harel, were paraded into the Bill 96 
hearings to claim that 96 does not go far 
enough, that 96 “will not sufficiently re-
strain the decline of French in Quebec.” 

Well, one hears much about this alleged 
decline, but never with any evidence. 

A while back, Montreal Liberal MP Em-
manuella Lambropoulos asked the official 
languages commissioner in a house of 
commons committee meeting whether 

French was in fact in peril. 
I have to see proof in order to believe 

what she said to Raymond Theberge at the 
official languages committee. 

What exactly do you think contributes 
to this “decline” of French in Quebec? she 
asked, using air quotes around the word 
“decline.” 

Well, Ms. Lambropoulos was made to 
understand that when language is the 
issue, one does not ask for evidence. She 
quickly became a target of Bloc Québécois 
and Conservative MPs. Asking for evi-
dence in support of a claim about the 
French language was “insensitive.” 

Languages need protection when the 
speaker numbers are in serious decline. 
This is the case with some of the languages 
of Brazil. Of the 1,000 indigenous lan-
guages spoken in Brazil prior to the arrival 
of the Portuguese in 1500, only about 160 
are still alive. Specialists in a recent study 
warned that the extinction of indigenous 
languages equates to a loss of traditional 
knowledge about medicinal plants, which 
could reduce chances for the discovery of 
future medicines. 

Someone needs to explain to “minister 
of identity” Simon Jolin-Barrette that if 
there has in fact been a decline in the 
number of French speakers the problem 
here in la belle province is the pill! Gone are 
the 12-children families. 

There are languages in need of protec-
tion. French in Quebec doesn’t appear to 
be one them. Whoever believes it needs to 
produce some hard evidence. 

David Levy, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Let the Westmount Park 
path meander 

I would like to address just one aspect 
of the proposed plan for Westmount Park. 

A bike path in a city is usually and 
understandably designed as a straight line, 
to get from A to B as quickly as possible. 
Do people walking in a park enter it in the 
spirit of efficiency? Is that what our parks 
are for? 

In the city, we spend most of our time 
walking on straight urban grids that are 
noisy, polluted and short on nature – all in 
the cause of efficiency. A park is meant to 
be a respite from that. 

I often walk to the library from the 
southeast to the northwest corner of the 
park and I would feel cheated if, in gaining 
two and a half minutes by walking in a 
straight line, I lost the experience of nature 
and relaxation, and the good mood that 
other walkers take on when they are not 
rushing to a destination. 

Designers of great parks, like Frederick 
Law Olmsted, understood this magic. If 

there are pedestrians who are upset about 
taking two and a half minutes longer to get 
from Melville to Lansdowne, I suggest that 
there is something wrong with the pedes-
trians, not something wrong with the park. 
If the behaviour of cyclists is a problem, I 
suggest that it should be addressed cre-
atively with cyclists, not at the expense of 
a treasured and valuable greenspace. 

And lastly, of course it will be expensive 
to upgrade and improve the existing path, 
but of course it will be even more expens-
ive to build the one that is envisioned. 

Marjorie Griffin, Dorchester Blvd. 

Get vaccinated for others, 
to end pandemic 

I gladly got vaccinated twice, even 
though I knew it would have little or no ef-
fect for me. I’ve got my “passport.” There 
is no discrimination against those of us 
with limited immune systems. The neat 
thing about mRNA vaccines is that it didn’t 
introduce the virus to our bodies, so no risk 
when we have little to fight it. 

The immunocompromised have been 
mostly invisible. If we catch the virus, we 
will get sick. But it also means the vaccine 
isn’t effective for us. We were left out of 
priority in Quebec, and catch-up came too 
late. 

We waited over three months between 
vaccine doses, no chance at four weeks. 
After waiting two months to receive my 
second vaccination dose, I was scheduled 
to receive my regular medication (which 
ruins the immune system) at the same 
time, so there is little reason for a third 
dose at the moment. 

Even now, the government is vague 
about who qualifies. In other provinces, 
the drug I get is specifically mentioned. 

We’ll probably count as “break-
throughs” [in the case of infection], when 
it’s more like we weren’t properly vac -
cinated. 

So I’ve stayed home for 18 months, two 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please 
limit them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication 
the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to make 
subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in every 
issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you 
do not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

14,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
(13,500+ in COVID times due to closed municipal buildings) 

Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 
Owned and published by: 

Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Letters to the editor

Editor’s note 

Letters to the editor 
policy for end of 
election period 

In keeping with our practice during 
the previous three municipal election 
campaigns, letters to the editor pub-
lished in our last issue (November 2) be-
fore the November 7 election that men-
tion a candidate will be shown to that can-
didate for possible rebuttal in the same 
issue. There will be no second “right of 
reply” to this possible reply. – DP



summers. Three summers actually, since 
I got really sick in 2019 and it took forever 
to get back to walking. 

Two and a half years since I’ve been in 
a bookstore. I never got back to normal be-
fore the pandemic. I’ve stayed in because 
it wouldn’t be fair to the nurses to get sick 
again. 

The only way to end this is through vac-
cination. Until you get sick, you don’t know 
whether you’ll get sick. I had massive im-
munity until two years ago, when a rare 
autoimmune disease damaged my kidney. 

I saw a story last year about a teenager 
with my disease. It’s not just “the old” that 
are vulnerable. But since studies show the 
vaccine gives little or no protection to me, 
I have to rely on other people getting vac-
cinated. 

But it’s not about me. Others are in the 
same situation, and they shouldn’t be 
swept aside as unimportant. 

A year ago, there was no protection ex-
cept distance. The one thing that has 
changed is a lot of people are vaccinated. 
They shouldn’t have to wait for a return to 
normal. 

“Passports” mean they can, while the 
unvaccinated remain like last year. Limit 
interaction, the government doesn’t want 

you clogging hospitals. 
Right from the start, there’s been a core 

group sequentially against masks, lock-
downs, curfews, vaccination and finally 
“passports.” 

They stand on some absolute right, 
rather than need. They sow doubt among 
the hesitant. They are the ones holding up 
a return to normal. Don’t like vaccine pass-
ports? Then get vaccinated, the problem 
goes away. 

There’s a big difference between being 
stopped on Greene or Sherbrooke St. in 
broad daylight and being demanded for ID, 
and a need to show proof of vaccination 
before eating out. 

Michael Black, Anwoth Rd.
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Letters to the editor

Clarification 
In a story September 21 (p. 3) on 

the proposed re-zoning on St. Cather-
ine at Abbott and Metcalfe, it should 
be noted that all buildings in these 
new zones that would allow retail and 
proximity services on the ground level 
“also retain their current residential 
zoning.”



Pistache Puppy, post-ortho 
surgery family needed 

Well, so many of us in Westmount have 
had and have dogs with knee, back, hip, 
foot problems over the years …. 

You will read and say to yourself, yes, 
this is not so bad after all, fixing this nine-
month Pistache’s two puppy knees, really 
early in life, she will be 100 percent in no 
time! 

If that is the case or you have an easy 
access home and yard for her, please con- tact the volunteers at Gerdy’s Rescues & 

Adoptions and be there for her in the next 
weeks. 

It all started with Pistache having a bit 
of knee discomfort and in follow-up ortho-
pedic consultation, it was discovered that 
she needs double-knee surgery. Gerdy’s 
Rescue will handle all the expenses but 
they urgently need a foster-to-adopt home 
to care for Pistache post-surgery. There will 
be two stages of 8 to 10 weeks of cage rest, 
with attention to play and mental stimula-
tion, and a gradual return to activity with 
physio and home exercise. Then the big-
gest heartfelt pride and happiness in the 
family to have brought Pistache through 
this and watch her regain the joyous mo-
ments of her young active lifestyle. 

She has such a sweet nature and her 
pretty faun German shepherd-mix colour-
ing make her so popular with everyone 
who meets her. 

She is very healthy, up to date with her 
inoculations, spayed and microchipped. 
Please refer to the rescue’s information 
page for her adoption on their website 
www.gerdysrescue.org and contact them 
at their email info@gerdysrescue.org. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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Opening sale: 20% off 

Dog & cat food

4071 St. Catherine St. W. (at Wood) 514 944-9044 
Limited time – Details in store

Growing up Lilly Kitten 

Lilly was brought in to the Montreal 
SPCA as a wee kitten and is now in a foster 
family. 

She is growing like a weed, from a shy 
girlie discovering everyone and everything, 
to a bold like huntress bounding after toys 
and brilliantly participating in play times. 

Less than a year old, young Lilly is ready 
for her forever family, where she will go 
from a youngster hiding under the bed to 
a sociable golden-eyed panther princess 
ruling all who love her so dearly. 

Lilly does that, stealing hearts with such 
cuteness and silliness, added to purring 
and cuddling, irresistible kitten antics. 

She is very healthy, up to date with her 

inoculations, spayed and microchipped. 
Please refer to her identification number 
47608993 when you visit the Montreal 

SPCA website at www.spca.com and fill 
out the adoption application for her on the 
attached link. Once submitted, you will 
then be contacted for a telephone inter-
view, followed by a visit by appointment at 
the SPCA. 

Other less lucky kittens getting help now 

Over and above its mandate in the Mon-
treal area, the Montreal SPCA is providing 
animal welfare care in under-serviced re-
mote areas of the province. In mid-Sep-
tember, they received 15 abandoned kittens 
from areas where there are shortages of 
veterinarians. As this is a high occupancy 
time for the cattery at the shelter, please 
consider donating to ensure that there are 
additional funds for the abandoned ani-
mals that come through the Montreal 
SPCA doors every day. Please visit the 
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com 
and contribute if you can.  

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Council members to warn 
drivers of school safety 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city council’s school safety cam-
paign takes place from September 28 to 
October 6 at five schools. This will be the 
first time in two years that council mem -
bers will join police, Public Security and 
school administrators in certain school 
zones to drive home the need for safe 
driving. 

Because there are so many schools in 
Westmount, the council tries to rotate the 
ones visited from year to year, Mayor Chris-
tina Smith explained at the city council 
meeting September 20. 

Last year’s absence of council members 
resulted from COVID restrictions in place, 
explained Councillor Anitra Bostock, who 

is coordinating participation as commis-
sioner of Public Security and traffic. 

The tentative schedule as of last week 
includes: 
Roslyn School: Sept. 28, 8:30 am: with 

Mayor Christina Smith and councillors 
Mary Gallery and Anitra Bostock; 

The Study: Sept. 29, 7:30 am: Smith, Gal-
lery and Bostock; 

ECS: Sept. 30, 7:30 am: Smith, Gallery, 
 Bostock and Conrad Peart; 

Westmount Park: Oct. 5, 7:30 am: Smith, 
Bostock, Peart, Marina Brzeski, Cynthia 
Lulham and Jeff Shamie; 

Selwyn/École Internationale: Oct. 6, 7:30 
am: Smith, Bostock, Gallery, Shamie 
and Gallery.
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Your QR code is your
vaccination passport

If asked, show your vaccination
passport—either the print or digital version,

or in the VaxiCode app—along with a piece of ID.

Québec.ca/VaccinationPassport

To get your vaccination passport

Download VaxiCode today.
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Certain materials can 
interrupt operations at 
the sorting centre.
Sort it right!

Consult
the app

Beyond
the bin:

Residential | Commercial 
• Free estimate 

• 24-hr monitoring 
• Fully licensed 

• Alarm/cameras 
25 years in business

Westmount Park’s bellwether tree 

“One thing that I’ve remarked upon, that no-one ever seems to notice, is the tree that is always – and I mean always – the first to turn colour in the 
park,” wrote Andy Gural September 21. Photo courtesy of A. Gural.
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Serving Westmount since 1980

Cheryl Glense – owner 

514-481-8600 
4863 Sherbrooke Street W. 

cheryl@ritsiplus.com 
www.ritsiplus.com

Serving Westmount since 1995

Boulangerie 
le fournil 

Robyn and Tawn Friedman 
owners 

We specialize in custom cakes, 
party favours, smash cakes 

and catered dinners. 
You will love our famous sticky buns. 

4910 Sherbrooke St. West 
514-485-6647

Serving Westmount since 2004
A Personal Shopping 

Experience for Your Pet 
 Nutrition  Toys  Gift Boxes 

 Tasty Treats  Collars and Leads 
 Pet Beds,  Pet Apparel & more! 

4937 B Sherbrooke St. W. 
(near Claremont) 

514-487-9998 Delivery available

Serving Westmount since 2009 

Clara Kwan, owner 
Fresh, local, 
organic food 

330A Victoria Ave., Westmount 
info@lautrechoix.ca 

514-369-1888

Serving Westmount since 1920

Rob Callard and 
Nicos Kyriakopoulos 

A Westmount Tradition Since 1920 
101 Years and We’re Just 

Getting Started! 

1377 Greene, Westmount

Serving Westmount since 1929

Campbell Gallery 
and Picture Framing 
John & Glenn Campbell, 

owners 

For all your framing needs 

4916 Sherbrooke St. W., 
Westmount 

514-481-1560   
campbellpictureframing@gmail.com

Serving Westmount since 1984

Enjoy 10% off 
all EMPREINTE 

bras and panties. 
Valid June 1–30, 2021 

514-285-8525 
1379 Greene Ave.

Collange 
L I N G E R I E

Serving Westmount since 1993

Hogg Hardware 
We have 

what you need! 
Proudly serving the community 

for over 25 years 

4855 Sherbrooke St. W. 

514-934-4644

Serving Westmount since 1920

Fine Lingerie • Loungewear 
Daywear • Swimwear 

514-484-5656 
4861 Sherbrooke St. W. 

cheryl@courvalfinelingerie.com 
www.courvalfinelingerie.com

Serving Westmount since 1962

The Pickrell Family 

Flowers for all occasions 

360 Victoria Avenue 
514-488-9121

Serving Westmount since 2004

514 939-0363 
1325 Greene Ave

Shop the whole store online:

New Store

Inspiring 
Fall Cooking 
Essentials 

4859 Sherbrooke St. W. 
514-481-2341 

www.lacookery.com

NOW MORE THAN EVER, 
SUPPORT YOUR WESTMOUNT BUSINESSES. 

SHOP LOCALLY!



Common cents 

I haven’t dipped into my pocket to pull 
out loose change for more than two years, 
even before COVID reduced cash to mu-
seum artifacts. 

Most coinage in our house was van-
quished, stashed away in small sandwich 
bags a long time ago along with the left-
over Pakistani rupees, Chinese renminbi 
and Myanmar kyat that nobody wanted 
even in Myanmar. They all wanted US dol-
lars. 

I have French and Belgian francs from 
before the Euro. I even have 100-franc 
 Banque de France and 2,000-franc Banque 
Nationale de Belgique notes that I meant 
to return to their respective banks eons 
ago, but never found the time, not to men-
tion the dozens of Marks & Spencer £0.04 
dividend cheques and silver thruppenny 
bits. 

I must be sitting on a fortune. And I’ll 
be able to exchange them all to fund my 
retirement, I thought. The foreign cur-
rencies may be difficult, but Canadian 
cash? That should be a doddle. 

I checked on the RBC website and it 
states: “You can bring in coins to either be 
deposited into accounts or exchanged for 
notes.” 

I had seen an informal exchange on so-
cial media that said coins must be in rolls. 
I was able to purchase a large bag of coin 
rolls from Bureau en Gros, but no one-
cent-piece ones. 

I filled several rolls with quarters, dimes 
and nickels but I had insufficient one- and 
two-dollar pieces to complete those rolls. 
But surely common sense would prevail. 

Now let me give you my logic, “There 
must be millions of dollars of Canadian 
cash in various denominations scattered 
around Canada and beyond, in old trouser 
pockets, in last year’s Versace handbags, 
in sticky jam jars and in the back of 
drawers. The Canadian mint and the gov-
ernment will welcome the return of these 
relics that in some cases are worth more 
melted down than their face value. Maybe 
this could fix the national debt.” 

Based on copper and tin values on Sep-
tember 16 (according to www.coinflation.

com/canada/), a cent can be worth as much 
as 3 US cents in “melt value” and a nickel 
as much as 8.7 US cents. 

I dutifully filled the rolls as best I could, 
packed them in an old shoe box (actually 
an Amazon box, but shoebox sounds more 
poetic) and marched down to the RBC on 
the corner of Victoria and Sherbrooke. 

I love these old buildings. I felt patriotic 
striding into the bank with my “shoebox” 
returning discarded Canadian booty that 
would rescue the Canadian economy. Get-
ting attention was not difficult. There were 
many more staff than customers. 

I was customer number two in the line 
of two. As we stood just inside, the lady in 
front of me turned around and said quietly, 
“Should I go to the front of the line?” 
which stretched out about 40 inches and 
was devoid of any life form. 

Opening the box 

The chirpy “good morning” from the 
teller quickly faded as I opened the card-
board box. “I have several rolls of Canadian 
coins,” I said, “but some are not full.” I ex-

pected a hearty “Thank you so much, Mr. 
Thompson. It’s so nice of you to go to all 
that trouble and roll these up and return 
them to the bank.” 

“We don’t take incomplete rolls, sir.” 
Okay, I said, “Well, do you have a coin-

counting machine? 
“No, sir, not in this branch.” The mono-

tone spoke reams. 
“And I have this bag full of one-cent 

pieces. Bureau en Gross didn’t have one-
cent rolls.” 

“I’ll have to ask. I don’t work here. I’m 
just filling in,” he said. 

Poor fellow, maybe part-time, earning 
less than minimum wage with no benefits, 
switching between McDonald’s in the 
evenings and RBC during the day. 

For a fleeting moment, I thought he’d 
return and say something like, “No prob-
lem, sir, just give me the bag and I’ll count 
them for you.” After a short time, he re-
turned, “You can get the one-cent rolls at 
the Dollar Store.” 

Now that would be about two miles 
away and about 30 minutes’ walk, but what 
the heck? I’m just a customer. 

I’m starting to think this was developing 
like the Abbott & Costello baseball skit, “…
you can get the one-cent rolls at the dollar 
store, but shouldn’t I be looking for the 
One-Cent Store?” 

Where’s the service? 

Having been told a couple of years ago 
by a cheery young fellow at Canadian Tire: 
“We don’t stock that part here, sir, but you 
can get it online, on Amazon,” I have long 
since decided the concept of enthusiastic 
service has evaporated with the ozone 
layer. 

But an RBC investing representative 
calls or emails frequently. Now maybe he 
would take my one-cent pieces? 

It makes no cents to me.

T’s Takes 

Ralph Thompson
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

We do restoration of: 
� Sterling � Silverware 

� Door Hardware 
� Antique objects & more 

Repair your valuables. Quality work. 
Polishing, Plating & Protection. 

ART & MÉTAUX 
514-495-1258 

Visit our website for full details: 
artetmetaux.com

SILVERSMITH

REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Snow Shovelling & Yard Work 

Snow shovelling, raking leaves, yard & garden cleanup, adding 
mulch. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
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Blockchain and digital currencies will 
disrupt widely, Pye tells Rotarians 
By Martin C. Barry 

Blockchain, the technology 
that enables Bitcoin, will 
spread beyond the digital world 
to disrupt other sectors, in-
cluding banking, the CEO of 
a Canadian Bitcoin investment 
fund predicted last week dur-
ing the Rotary Club of West-
mount’s noon-hour online 
gathering. 

“I can’t even begin to ex-
plain to you the disruption 
that this is going to cause,” 
said Fred Pye. “When you 
think about how big this tech-
nology is, it’s going to take 
25, 50 years, but it’s just getting 
started.” 

Pye started his career as a 
precious metals and foreign 
exchange trader at Guardian 
Trust. 

He later joined Fidelity In-
vestments, where he was part 
of a team that saw its assets 
rise from $85 million to more 
than $7.5 billion. As the range of investment 
products became more diversified, he es-
tablished the first mutual fund in Canada 
allowed to take short positions. 

Over the past four years, he and his 
company, 3iQ, worked cooperatively with 
the Ontario Securities Commission to 
launch the first regulated Bitcoin fund in 
North America. 3iQ is now Canada’s lar-
gest digital asset investment fund man-
ager. 

Bitcoin, which exists through the use of 
blockchain, is currently the most promi-
nent of digital currencies. The system that 
operates Bitcoin set a fixed number of Bit-
coins at 21 million when the cryptocur-
rency was invented in 2008. 

This fixed limit is the reason why the 
value of each Bitcoin (C$59,953 as of last 
Friday) is prone to rise so dramatically. 
“When you have skyrocketing demand and 
fixed supply, the only outlet is price,” said 
Pye. 

As to whether conventional money is-
sued by a central banking authority is 
going to also become digital, he said, “Yes, 
of course, it’s going digital. But it’s not 
going to be just digital Bitcoin or any of 
these other tokens. It’s going digital US 
dollars, digital Canadian dollars, digital 
Euros. 

“Because people will still want to use 
the currency that they have. And now you’ll 
be able to move that digital Canadian dollar 
around the world instantaneously and 

 virtually for free.” 
Pye compared digital currencies to 

American Express travellers’ cheques, 
which were popular at one time for making 
payments while on holiday. 

“Your American Express travellers’ 
cheque now sits inside your phone and you 
can use that anywhere in the world that 
you go,” he said. 

While saying that Visa, MasterCard and 
other major credit card companies are cur-
rently trying to come to grips with the digi-
tal currency phenomenon, he noted that 
the major Canadian banks currently forbid 
their clients from owning Bitcoin funds. 

He maintains the blockchain system is 
not complicated and actually very simple, 
operating on principles very similar to 
those on which the internet, e-mail, and 
the world wide web function, as free and 
publicly accessible services. 

As for the stability of Bitcoin and other 
digital currencies as an investment, Pye 
noted that Bitcoin isn’t correlated to any-
thing else. 

“If, all of a sudden, stocks and bonds 
and government printing presses stop and 
you’re concerned about the massive print-
ing of money, Bitcoin and Ethereum 
[another digital currency] are very similar 
to gold, meaning they’re not related to any-
thing else. 

“Here’s the relationship between Bit-
coin and the S&P 500 – there is no corre-
lation there whatsoever.”

Blockchain, which enables Bitcoin and other digital currencies, 
will have an even greater impact on how business is conducted 
in the coming decades, investment expert Fred Pye predicted 
to the Westmount Rotarians during their online gathering on 
September 15.
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 

corner Grosvenor

514 933-8556

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• All vehicles • All work 
• Pick-up/drop-off available

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

Please book 
a tire 

change for 
October

The 
2021 

deadline 
for winter tires: 

December 1

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

SENIORS – Need Help Getting a 
Vaccine Passport? 

Contactivity Centre can help you to obtain a paper vaccine passport 
and we will plasticize it so it doesn’t get rumpled. Or we can help you 

to download a digital passport, if you have a smart phone. 
Please call our community support worker Michael Nolan 

at a special reserved phone number: 438-699-9927
Contactivity Centre 
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd W. 

Westmount, corner Lansdowne 
contactivitycentre.org

Remember ‘Bonjour-Hi’/Obama-Biden? 

“A Westmount welcome?” wrote reader Chis Lyle about this licence plate, seen September 4 on Prince Albert. Meanwhile on Lansdowne above Sherbrooke, a very tenacious bumper was seen September 
9. If it went on during an actual campaign, it is at least nine years old. Photo courtesy of C. Lyle, above, and Independent, below.
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

goldbuyersmontreal.com

514 419-0656
Mon.-Thurs. noon-5pm

Friday noon-4pm
Sat.Closed Sun. noon-4pm

5897 Sherbrooke W.
Just before Royal Ave.

on way to LCC

Gold Buyers
International
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Police Report 

Boutique burglar leaves cashless, but with women’s leggings 
By Martin C. Barry 

A burglar who broke into a women’s 
wear boutique on Sherbrooke near Prince 
Albert around 1 am on September 23 man-
aged to steal a number of clothing items, 
but left without money as the owner took 
the precaution of leaving the cash register 
empty at the end of the work day. 

A mobile unit from the Montreal po-
lice’s Station 15, which answers for West-
mount’s Station 12 during night shifts, re-
sponded to a call at 12:55 am from an alarm 
company that reported the boutique’s glass 
front door as shattered. 

When officers reached the scene four 
minutes later, they found the front door 
damaged and open. Although they con-
firmed the lock on the door had been 
forced, “they did not see any shattered 
glass,” said Station 12 community relations 
officer Adalbert Pimentel. 

Inside the boutique, the officers found 
the cash register drawer open and empty, 
but couldn’t initially confirm that any 
money had been stolen from it. 

After searching fruitlessly inside and 
outside for a suspect who might still be 
lurking, they saw a trail of women’s cloth-
ing items removed from displays lying on 

the floor and leading towards a back door. 
“When they opened that door, they also 

noticed that there was clothing on the 
ground outside,” added Pimentel, noting 
that the items still had electronic anti-theft 
tags attached. 

The investigators may have some leads 
provided by images that possibly were cap-
tured by security cameras located at a dis-
tance at adjacent addresses. 

Pimentel said the owner confirmed that 
the cash register was always emptied at the 
end of each business day. He said the items 
of women’s clothing that were stolen in-
cluded leggings. 

Chrysler missing? 

Sometime between midnight on Sep-
tember 11 and 5:30 pm on September 13, 
a Chrysler 200 was reported missing from 
a private parking spot near the corner of 
Park Place and St. Catherine St. 

However, the owner who filed the theft 
complaint later acknowledged to police 
that he might have simply forgotten where 
he last parked his vehicle. 

On September 13, according to Pimen-
tel, an attendant overseeing a parking lot 
outside the Bureau en Gros store on St. 
 Catherine St. near Atwater reported a car 

that had been left illegally parked in a spot 
reserved for employees. 

The car in question was subsequently 
identified as the missing Chrysler 200. “It’s 
possible that the plaintiff might have for-
gotten where he parked the car,” Pimentel 
said after reading details from the police 
report. 

He said that when an investigator called 
back the owner of the vehicle, “the plaintiff 
said that maybe they had forgotten where 
they parked it and had actually parked it 
there.” 

Dog bite 

Station 12 investigators have opened a 
file regarding a dog bite incident in which 
a boy is alleged to have been bitten on The 
Boulevard near Braeside Place at 8:51 am 
on September 15. 

“The mom of a boy filed a complaint 
that he was bitten by a dog in front of The 
Study,” said Pimentel, adding that a report 
on the incident was forwarded to a special 
Montreal police unit that deals with dog 
bite incidents. 

“They will be getting in touch with the 
owner of the dog,” he continued. 

“There’ll be a follow-up and an investi-
gation.”
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The Study cycles for kids 

On September 21, The Study participated in the Montreal Children’s Hospital’s Pedal for Kids fund-
raiser. It was the first time that it participated as a school. It raised $12,252 on a goal of $7,500. Its 
15-person team was made up of Study student leaders, school heads, board members, alumnae 
and parents. Selwyn House also participated. This year, the Pedal for Kids event is raising money 
to support the Healthy Kids Fund and help build the Pavillon Caramel, a six-room residence offering 
free accommodations to parents of hospitalized children who are facing financial difficulties. 

Photo courtesy of The Study.

Another one bites the dust 

This truck hit the railway bridge over Greene Ave. on September 23. Anecdotally, it is the shortest 
time between two strikes that the Independent can remember. The previous one was August 12 (see 
August 24, p. 21). Photo courtesy of Jim Richards. 

“The plan at the moment is to continue 
with the same procedure as last year, 
though this could change,” he said. Among 
some details to be worked out are whether 
last year’s limit of 20 skaters at one time 
might be required or relaxed according to 
government restrictions, he said. 

The refrigerated rink was initiated last 
year as an option to the freeze-melt cycle 
that affects the regular outdoor rinks and 

as a way to provide a safe-distancing, out-
door activity during pandemic restrictions. 

It attracted an average of 190 skaters a 
day over the busiest period December 27 
to January 4. While daily numbers aver-
aged 135 in December, they began declin-
ing in January and February once the night 
lights were turned off at 7:30 pm with the 
onset of the pandemic curfew at 8 pm (see 
story March 30, p. 2).

Refrigerated rink, cont’d from p. 1

From left, city councillors Mary Gallery and Cynthia Lulham were among the first skaters at the 
first-ever opening of the refrigerated ice rink in Westmount Park, which took place November 20, 
2020 – 20-20-20.

Qualifies for worlds 

Mancini #1 in Quebec, #3 in Canada 

Westmounter Kristian Mancini, age 8, right, won the Quebec BMX championship July 31 and placed 
third at the national championships held in Calgary on August 27, “just behind the Alberta and BC 
provincial champions,” said father Philippe Mancini by email to the Independent September 23. 
“These results qualify him for the world championships to be held Nantes, France next summer.” 
This photo is from the Calgary nationals event. Photo courtesy of P. Mancini.
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514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke St. W.

(at Claremont Ave.)

HAIR
CUTS

FOR MEN
& KIDS

Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

Season’s results: 12-0-0 

Westmount Soccer Club’s U9s shut out rivals 

From left, back row: assistant coach Teo Parnet, Jules Parnet, Lucas Simon-Padilla, Leo Rojo de la Vega, Noah Richards, Felix Christou, Campbell 
Bailey, Yanis Bensouda, coach Alejandro Cardot; and front row: David Patriquin, Lucas Jans, Cristobal Cardot, Madyan Hamidi, William Ghattas, 
Yegeon Nam and guest player Roy Balsera. Photo courtesy of A. Rodriguez de Rojo de la Vega 

The U9 (under nine years’ old) team of 
the Westmount Soccer Club had a perfect 
season this year, with 12 wins and no losses 
or draws. 

“We wanted to let you know that we’re 

very proud of our kids!” manager Alejan-
dra Rodriguez de Rojo de la Vega told the 
Independent by email September 21. 
“They’ve accomplished incredible things 
this year! The city of Westmount should 

be very proud of them!” 
The Westmount Soccer Club is an in-

dependent entity separate from the city of 
Westmount’s soccer program.
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Banana, olive, lemon, date, palm, coconut 

Pacitti brings fruit trees, ‘zone pushing’ to Westmount 

Banana trees in Westmount? Yes! 
 Ernesto Pacitti has grown three. And also 
palm, date and lemon trees. 

The local res has plant growing in his 
DNA. “I learnt from my Italian grand-
parents.” 

Almost a Ripley’s “Believe It or Not” 
story, Pacitti grew his first palm when he 
was “very young. My grandmother Maria 
taught me gardening. I grew a date palm 
from, yes, the date pit itself. It grew to al-
most one foot high.” 

Having jump-started his passion for 
zone pushing (i.e. growing plants outside 
their native zones), he sought information 
and started buying seeds from an importer. 

What is the most important skill in zone 
pushing? 

“Patience,” he laughs. 
Each winter he digs up his tropical 

wonders and winters them in a special 
room in his house. 

“I really got involved in 2017. Now, I 
have a lemon tree that I grew from the seed 
that you find in an ordinary lemon; an olive 
tree, and of course, my banana trees.” 

The most striking characteristic of his 
palms is their leaves. His Japanese fibre 
banana tree (musa basjoo), over eight feet 
high, sports huge eye-catching leaves that 
heave in the wind. 

It was grown from a “pup” (a baby palm 
plant) imported from Ontario. 

But will his wonderful creation sport a 
yellow fruit? 

“No. It just creates little ‘pups’ that 
sprout out the ground at its base but no ba-
nanas in our climate.” 

Ernesto digs out these baby sprouts to 
grow yet another massive marvel. He 
shows me his lovely scented lemon tree. 

“I simply peeled the husk off an ordi-
nary lemon and after an incubation in a 
wet Scott towel. It grew a tiny root.” 

Now growing four feet high in his back 
yard, its subtle scent offers Tuscan mem-
ories. Amidst the gardener’s cornucopia is 
a coconut palm, grown from, yes, a coco-
nut. 

“Over the past five years, I have learnt 
a lot. I have done a lot of research and 
joined zone-pushing groups.” Ernesto’s 
carefully-tended plants winter indoors, bid-
ing their time for summer’s heat. 

See also photo on p. 1.

City views 
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Some of Ernesto Pacitti’s “backyard” palms.



Clay Roots: Visual Arts’ 75th anniversary exhibition 

Paintings, ceramics and mixed media 
set the celebratory scene at the McClure 
Gallery. An auction as well as exhibition to 
mark the Visual Arts Centre’s 75th anni-
versary, art was donated by participants in 
solo or curated group shows held within 
the past 25 years or by teachers. 

The range of subjects and media tech-
niques within the 87 works is both a reflec-
tion of – and a credit to – the centre’s art 
school. 

Show stoppers 

Portraits, landscapes and abstracts were 
among the many exhibited paintings. 

Eliza Griffiths’ female figure in “Soig-
nantes Imaginaire/Imaginary caregivers” 
vibrates against orange, red and blue. In 
Sara Peck Colby’s winter landscape “Feb-
ruary Afternoon,” bare birch trees stand 
out against green conifers. A stylized vase 
of flowers within bands of blue and purple 
is the subject of Jennifer Hornyak’s “Jade 
Green with Dusty Pink.” 

In Renée Duval’s “Idle Speculation no. 
4”, a photorealistic – and dramatic – sky co-
veys the power of nature. “Loonatics” by 
Nunavut artist Louisa Pauyungie’s features 
stylized creatures with black and white pat-
terning. In Guylaine Chevarie-Lessard’s ab-
stract composition, “Abysses #42”, red and 
green squiggles and shapes dance within 
the vivid, cobalt-blue background. 

Inspired by local clover, Mylène Bois-
vert’s green textile, “Trèfle et autres plantes 
contemplées sur l’avenue Victoria,” fea-
tures intricate stitchery made from hand-
spun paper thread. 

In Peter Krausz’s photograph, “Rou-
manie (Highway Wedding),” the bride 

takes centre stage. Collage was another 
popular media among the displayed work. 

Jessica Houston’s elegant and calm 
composition “Losing an Eye to the Past” 
features a circle of overlapping blues while 
another suggests a frozen landscape. The 
overlapping cut edges and rich textures of 
Ann McCall’s gold, ochre and green com-
position “Terre cuite” conveys an environ-
mental message. John Schweitzer’s lively 
collage of Visual Arts Centre ephemera 
“VAC : LXXV [MMXXI]” is a tribute to its 
75th anniversary. 

Ceramics plus 

Mérida Anderson’s “Water Pitcher” – 
with a double handle and spout – is both 
curious and modern. The flower-patterned 
interior and Delft-blue exterior of Paul Ma-
thieu’s “Kiss Bowls” evokes ceramic tradi-
tions. Three, colourful vases – with a lively, 
abstract design created by summer day 
camp students – are cheerful reminders 
that the Visual Art Centre is also a teaching 
centre. 

Elisabeth Galante’s “A Longing for the 
Sea” and Michael Merrill’s “Flowers #1 
(After Manet)” are among the art works by 
the centre’s instructors. “Weight of 
thought” by instructor and former execu-
tive director Victoria LeBlanc was also on 
display. LeBlanc is also the author of the 
recent history of the Visual Arts Centre – 
Clay Roots – which traces the centre’s origin 
as the Potters Club to its current status as 
Canada’s largest bilingual independent art 
school. 

Legacy of excellence 

Executive director Natasha Reid said: 
“The show is a wonderful way to share the 
extensive talent of our artists and teachers.” 
Yes, indeed. Not only did the exhibition 
 reflect many wonderful solo and group 
shows held at the McClure Gallery over the 
years, the event was a reminder of how the 
Visual Arts Centre has enriched our col-
lective imagination and community. The 
exhibition took place from September 2 
to 15.
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

ANNE-MARIE LARUE 
514-919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

EVI HO 
514-862-7718 

eviho@outlook.com

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
We welcome your calls !

NEALY BEAUTE elle & lui 
SINCE 1990 We have moved in with 

Illusions Concept 348A Victoria Ave 
one floor up, corner Somerville Ave. 

514.482.9616 
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

BEAUTY by NEALY 
We are open! 

And following all 
protocols to create 

a safer environment. 
Please call Nealy to book 

your appointment. 

Bon courage • Be safeNealy Chea

Private music 
lessons 

All instruments 

In person & online
 514-482-5554www.kosamusic.com

info@kosamusic.com 

Westmount 
Art Scene 

Heather Black

Ceramics on display.
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Alan
Klinkhoff
Gallery

Toronto
190 Davenport Road
416.233.0339

Montreal
1448 Sherbrooke Street West 
514.284.9339

www.klinkhoff.ca
info@klinkhoff.ca

Consign or Sell in our Fall 2021 Sale of Modern, 
Impressionist & 19th Century Art

Alan Klinkhoff Gallery is Canada’s leader in the sale of classic Canadian art. We are seeking works 
for consignment and purchase. The deadline for inclusion in our fall sale is October 15, 2021.

Philip Surrey (1910-1990), March Wind (The Crossing), 1980. Oil on canvas, 
48 x 84 in (121.9 x 213.4 cm). This painting was sold in our Spring 2021 sale of Modern, 

Impressionist & 19th Century Art.
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Courtier Immobilier
Real Estate Broker




