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City needs more time to consult: Mayor Smith

Residents ask council to release
results on Westmount Park
By Laureen Sweeney
Results of the city’s survey on the revitalization of Westmount Park are still unknown, Mayor Christina Smith said in
reply to two questions submitted online to
the virtual council meeting February 15.
The survey’s original deadline for submissions from residents had been extended by a month to January 18.
When the results are known they will
be made public, she said, adding that the
city needed more time to consult users of
all ages and connect with as many citizens
as possible.
The survey, based on an online presentation of design concepts November 18,
2020 by Stantec consultants, was launched
the next day with a deadline that was later
extended to allow more time for people to

Foot pain?
Heel spur?
Bunions?

reply.
“Many residents are unaware of the project and proposed changes,” stated Carol
Holland of Melville Ave. in the first question. “And the views of those who are seem
to be that the changes are neither necessary nor desirable.” More information is
needed, she said, asking “why have the project [survey] results not been released?”
Point heard
They aren’t yet known, Mayor Smith
emphasized, adding: “I hear your point.”
Councillor Cynthia Lulham pointed out
that following a well-attended public consultation meeting at Victoria Hall on November 13, 2019 the impact of COVID
“definitely had some effect on the consultation process.”
She said she was hop- continued on p. 8

Council okays bank of hours for project management

Greenhouse work under way,
workers already inside
By Laureen Sweeney

— Consult —
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist
Dr. Jean-Maxime Rocheleau, podiatrist

514-439-5112

245 Victoria #525, Westmount

Normand Bellemare was enjoying the beautiful morning sunshine, sitting on a bench in
Westmount Park February 21.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Contractors for the restoration of the
heritage greenhouses are already working
inside, Mayor Christina Smith told the city
council meeting February 15. “The work
has begun.”
It’s “an incredibly important project,”
she added as the council approved a bank
of hours for professional services regard-

ing project management of the work. This
is now in its final stage to re-build much
of the conservatory and frog pond that have
been closed to the public for safety reasons
since September 15, 2015.
The project management contract was
awarded to the sole bidder, C2V Architects,
for a maximum amount of $87,381 including taxes.
“We want to ensure continued on p. 10

CA
AR
RL
Real Estate Broker

514.726.207
77

PROFUSION.GLO
OBAL
Profusion immobilier inc. Real Estate Agency
A

With us, it’s personal

BRIGID SCULLION

Bradley Steinmetz

514.235.7878

Investment Advisor and Portfolio Manager
Tel: 514-282-5825
bradley.steinmetz@nbpcd.com
www.steinmetzwealth.com

LUXURY RE AL ESTATE

Savvy    v 
T   
    
 ydream homeideal buyer

www

BMO Wealth Management is the brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its affiliates, including BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., in providing wealth management products
and services. ® “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal, used under licence. ® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc.
BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bank of Montreal. If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information.

Real Estate Broker

2 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February 23, 2021

Westtmount | 36 Ch. Edgehill
$3,998,000
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Westmount | 641 Av. Murra
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CDN/NDG | 4661-4661B Ch. Queen-Mary
$2,480,000

Westm
mount | 361 Av. Kensington
$2,395,000

Westmount | 384 Av. Mettcalfe
$1,695,000

INTRODUCING | Westmount Adj.
4802 Av. Victoria | $868,000

Westmoun
nt Adj. | $1,185,000
3980 Ch. de laa Côte-des-Neiges B17

INTRODUCING | Golden Squarre Mile
3505 Rue Redpath | $1,795,000
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Library will remain closed, except for curb-side

37 years!

WRC rink to open on limited basis
for March break

On February 14, 1984, I left my position as Headmaster’s Secretary at Selwyn House School and
started my career as a real estate broker. I worked
for my mom Isabelle Lafrenière Broker for the first
2 years and on March 1st, 1986, I joined RE/MAX
Westmount, where I have been for nearly 35 years.
Over the past 37 years, I learned to be self-motivated,
very patient, open-minded, creative and to over
deliver, adding a subtle mix of my bubbly energetic
personality intertwined with my sense of humour.
I would like to give thanks to all the clients over the
past three decades who trusted me to handle one
of the most important transactions of their lives.

I know real estate.

Your Search Ends Here!

Sylve
Lafrenère
The Lansdowne entrance to the WRC on February 19.

By Laureen Sweeney
Looking for something new to do over
the March break? Westmount’s indoor
rinks will open to a limited number of
people for general skating as well as “Stick
and Puck,” for practising individual hockey
skills. This will start Saturday, February 27.
“I’m glad we have this opportunity to
open up,” said Sports and Recreation
director Dave Lapointe.
The ice will be open to 15 general
skaters at one time and to 12 for “Stick and
Puck.” People will be required to have a facility card and to register for available time
slots on the city’s website.
“It sure is a roller coaster ride,” he said
concerning the uncertainty and vagueness
of provincial directives for opening up and
closing interior rinks over the pandemic.
While Westmount has made the decision to open the WRC for at least the one

514-895-7001

Photo: Independent.

sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

week of March break, he said, just to be
able to open for such a short time will be
difficult for some arenas considering the
mobilization of staff, for example.
On the outdoor rinks, skaters will be limited to groups of eight rather than the
current four, he said.

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount
1225 Greene Ave
Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4
514-933-6781 – fax 514-313-5362

Library unchanged
Meanwhile, the current status will remain unchanged at the Westmount Public
Library, where only contactless curbside
and online services are open. The recent
possibility of browsing in person as originally considered (see story February 9, p.
1) will not take place, library director JulieAnne Cardella said last week.
Also, the program to provide WiFi service for students who hold membership
cards has not yet started. This would allow
access to the front Findlay Reading room
by reservation (see story January 25, p. 5).

2 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS

DANIELLE ALLARIE

JUNE BAILY

Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105
514.730.8708

dallarie@gmail.com
june@junebaily.com

SOLD

Real Estate Broker

Montreal (Ville-Marie) – 2055 Rue du Fort, apt. 102
$535,000 | MLS 19069245

514.941.9105

june@junebaily.com

2285 Valade – Ville Saint-Laurent
MLS 11839639
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Now more than ever,
simple gestures are
our best protection
to ﬁght the virus.
Maintain physical distancing
Wear a mask
Wash your hands regularly
Avoid travel to other regions
and non-essential trips
Get tested promptly if you
have symptoms
Follow self-isolation guidelines

Let’s continue to protect ourselves properly.

Québec.ca/coronavirus
1 877 644-4545
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Seeking ‘good quality’ annuals, tropical plants

Contracts awarded for plants, tree cutting, stump removal
verely damaged trees and the removal of
179 stumps was awarded to Arbo-Design
at a maximum of $196,630 including taxes.
This was the lowest of four bids ranging
as high as $322,620. The majority of the
stumps are in city parks to make way for
the planting of new trees, Lulham explained.

By Laureen Sweeney
As the city was digging out from more
snow last week, city council prepared for
the supply in the spring of seeds, annual
flowers and tropical plants for city parks
and green spaces as well as the removal of
stumps and dead trees.
In the first of the three contracts
awarded, Les Serres Riel was given the one
for the supply of seeds and plants at a maximum of $86,641.
“We’re trying something new from the
traditional single contract that would have
included the actual planting and maintenance,” explained Councillor Cynthia Lulham, commissioner of parks. “This one
will give us more quality and better selection, with a separate contract to follow for
planting and maintenance.”

◀ Some of last summer’s banana trees and
flowers as seen along Côte St. Antoine at
Stanton St.

‘Incredible feedback’
Mayor Christina Smith said the city had
received “incredible feedback” last summer from the city’s plantings.
The first of two tree contracts went for
the removal of dead trees in Summit
Woods to Asplundh Canada at a maximum
cost of $198,180 including taxes. This was
the lowest of three ranging in price to
$247,405.
These trees will not include invasive
species, such as the Japanese knotweed, as
resident John Fretz asked in a question on
the tender.
In a separate one for tree work throughout the city, the cutting of 133 dead and se-

COVID-19 – Together We Can Help!
CARPET/RUG
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Correction
Our article “Demo requests received for
… Melville, 314-316 Lansdowne” (February
16, p. 1) mentioned two civic numbers for
the Melville property. The correct one is
325 Melville. – DP.

ORIENTAL RUGS:
NEW AND ANTIQUE
hand wash and repairs

COVID CLEAN h
ALL CARPETS
AND FURNITURE

g

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES

CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35 YEARS!

514-825-5500
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Volunteers Needed
Can you help out a senior in Westmount?
– By grocery shopping and dropping groceries
off to them OR
– By giving a lift to essential appointments
(especially for vaccination)
If you can offer any assistance due to increasing needs
please email us at volunteer.contactivity@gmail.com
or call us at 438-699-9927.

Outreach Services
Need information about resources and services?
Contactivity’s Outreach worker (ITMAV Program)
can be reached at fsmithcontactivity@gmail.com
to 438 920-3460 to refer seniors to the resources
and services available to them.

Contactivity Centre
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd W.
Westmount, corner Lansdowne

514 932-2326 | contactivitycentre.org
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Change Belmont Ave.
to Leonard Cohen Ave.
If Belmont Ave. is named after the
American financier and horse breeder, it
is time to rename it after Leonard Cohen.
His childhood home is at 599, the first address on Belmont at the south-east corner
just north of Belmont Crescent. The path
leading down to Côte St. Antoine is the
route he would have taken to get to Shaar
Hashomayim, whose choir figures in his
last record.
While it is great to live on Lansdowne
Ave., a street – like so many in Westmount
– named after a British governor-general,
it is time to honour our own. Leonard
Cohen is arguably the greatest Canadian
poet of the 20th century. At a minimum,
Belmont Crescent and the stretch of the
street that runs up to Westmount Ave.
should carry his name.
Brian Campbell, Lansdowne Ave.
Editor’s comments: Is Belmont named
after August Belmont? I would be delighted to know.
I refer Leonard Cohen fans to our past
coverage of him: “Classmate sees Leonard
Cohen from a different angle,” (May 26,
2009, p. 20) and “Leonard Cohen’s boyhood
Belmont home on the market” (May 4,
2010 issue, p. 27).
My two cents on this issue: why rename things? It creates confusion, work
and bad feelings, and there are so many
new things being built every year that can
be named in honour of this or that person.
Surely Leonard would have no issue with
a horse racer? – DP.

Letters to the Editor
We did try to reach everyone
– in their language
Response to “Shouldn’t we reach everyone in emergencies” (February 9, p. 8)
On February 2, citizens of the riding of
Westmount-St. Louis over the age of 70
with a registered telephone number received an automated call from me. The
message stated that I was checking in on
our citizens, ensuring that you have what
you need, advising that my team and I are
here to support you, and providing our
contact information.
There were two separate messages –
one in English, and one in French – however some English-speaking citizens received the French message.
Many people contacted our office following the call. Some asked for assistance,
some wanted updated vaccination information, and some called to express their
concern about the fact they received a
French-only message. I am very grateful
for every email and phone call, and I would
like to explain why some people received
the French voice message in lieu of the
English.
This outreach initiative, recently sanctioned by the Québec Director General of
Elections (DGEQ), provides limited permission to elected officials to contact specific segments of the population with the
goal of supporting those who may be particularly vulnerable. However, there are
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strict guidelines that need to be followed
when contacting our citizens via electoral
lists, which created a challenge for the
sending of a bilingual message.
Guidelines included a time limit, the
requirement of stating my name, title and
contact information twice, and service options. Consequently, it was recommended
we prepare separate English and French
messages. Unfortunately, citizens not formally registered as English speakers on the
electoral list automatically received the
French message.
I realize this has created concern and I
am genuinely sorry if anyone has been in
any way offended. The objective of the call
was altruistic and to help our seniors. We
have made the necessary changes to the
electoral list regarding language preference
for those who have advised us. Your feedback is very important to me and I will do
my best to improve any future communications.
This is a challenging time for all of us.
To ensure the citizens of Westmount-St.
Louis stay informed on the pandemic and
vaccination campaign, my office has created an info-letter. We are also actively
seeking volunteers who are available to
drive our seniors to their vaccination appointments once the public campaign begins. Citizens from the riding who would
like to add their names to the distribution
list, or who would like to volunteer, can
email or call us at: jennifer.maccarone.
WSL@assnat.qc.ca or 514.395.2929. Please
don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of
assistance.
Stay safe.
Jennifer Maccarone, Member
of the National Assembly
for Westmount-St. Louis

Seniors need accessible
vaccinations
CIUSSS West Central will offer my wife
and me, both seniors – I am 82 years old –
three places to go for a COVID vaccination:
the Bill Durnan Arena at 4988 Vezina and
Victoria Ave., the Décarie Shopping
Centre, and a building at 7101 Park Ave.
We live on de Maisonneuve and Wood.
We don’t drive. None of those locations is
at all readily accessible to us, no more in
spring than in winter. Westmount mayor
Christina Smith has offered M. Legault
[the premier] the use of Victoria Hall, an
offer he has – for reasons unclear – apparently refused. Am I correct in suspecting
that M. Legault, who seems to regard pandemic Quebec as a political rather than a
health issue, is unwilling to locate a
COVID vaccination facility in an anglophone ’hood?
David Levy, de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Save the budget,
forget the project
Having read Claire Holland’s letter in
the Independent (February 9, p. 8) entitled
“Westmount Park works well as is,” I was
immediately gratified by the succinct
manner in which she laid out her argument against the changes promoted by
council as “a budget in search of a project.”
I concur. The unnecessary changes envisioned are a waster of money that will
evolve into more crowding, which counters
Olmsted’s original goal for Westmount’s
park and NYC’s Central Park that they
“keep nature at hand” within a formal setting. The winding paths and lagoon support that idea of being able to stroll quietly
through nature.
However, like Ms. Holland, I support
the wildflower garden on the arena roof as
an exceptional idea for improvement and
worthy of the expenditure.
B. Mantel, Bruce Ave.

Forget the project
Right on, Carol Holland, in the letter
published February 9 (p. 8), about Westmount Park and the proposed renovations.
Leave the park alone. It is fine the way it
has been designed.
Of course, the city needs to maintain it,
but I must repeat: leave it alone. It is great
for meandering around, sitting under a
tree, sitting at the gazebo, playing in the
playground, and looking at the lovely lagoon with the ducks.
The gardens, come better weather, are
always interesting, inspiring and lovely.
Why must a make-work project be done at
huge expense?
Now don’t get me started on the greenhouse [renovation], for that is insane.
Lesley Aiton Spevack, de Maisonneuve

Postpone the project
Westmount residents have historically
depended on the public council meetings
in order to question the city council, and
to make their voices heard. This essential
forum for public discussion has been minimized or lost due to COVID.
It is highly unfortunate that the current
Westmount Park revitalization project is
being promoted at this time, in the absence
of the normally available public discourse.
The result is that too many Westmounters
may be completely unaware of this project.
We strongly suggest that any further city
work on this project be delayed until the
public council meetings are resumed. Only
then will a more fulsome discussion take
place and many more Westmounters will
become aware of this project.
Gary Ikeman, St. Catherine St.
Editor’s note: In fairness to the city council
members, they have been having public
online meetings. – DP.
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Looking southeast at Westmount Park from Sherbrooke St. near Strathcona on February 19.

Westmount Park, cont’d. from p. 1
ing a meeting with the consultants would
take place soon to deliver the survey results. Then, the city would know what
areas need more consultation. “We realize
some seniors don’t have computers or tech
savvy and were unable to participate” in the
online survey that followed the online presentation of design concepts (see story November 24, 2020, p. 1, 22).
“We’re not in a rush,” Lulham explained.
Mayor Smith said the city wanted to
hear from as many residents as possible.
“All feedback is important, negative and
positive.”

Photo: Independent.

How many responded?
In the second question addressed to the
mayor, Maxine Cuttler said she presumed
it was “in the interest of transparency and
genuine democracy that you promised results of the survey. How many actually responded?”
She said the mayor must be aware that
the project was “generally contentious and
that the consultation to be meaningful and
democratic” required that the results be
made public.
The mayor reiterated that they did not
have the results because of the extended
deadline, but “when we do, we will make
them public.”

Police Report, p. 14
Westmount A-dog-tions, p. 15
9 Lives, p. 15
History by the House, p. 18
Return to Retail:
Petros restaurant, p. 21
infoWestmount, p. 16

BUSINESS PLANS

Get a loan,
raise money, or
manage growth
by letting experts
develop your
business plan,
nancial
forecast, and
pitch deck.
438-788-3651

www.onpointbusinessplans.com
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NEWLY
PRICED

$ 3,345,000

$ 2,950,000

WESTMOUNT I CH. CÔTE-ST-ANTOINE

SAINT-BRUNO I RUE DE MONTPELLIER

$ 1,945,000
MONTREAL I PL. UPPER-TRAFALGAR

$2,150,000
MONTREAL I AV. SUMMERHILL

$2,099,000
WESTMOUNT I CH. CÔTE-ST-ANTOINE

NEWLY
PRICED

$1,985,000
WESTMOUNT I AV. LANSDOWNE

$1,898,000
MONTREAL I AV. HOLTON

$1,875,000
WESTMOUNT I AV. LANSDOWNE

$1,450,000
OLD-PORT I RUE ST-PAUL O.

THINKING OF SELLING?
NOW IS THE TIME TO LIST! PRICES ARE UP & INVENTORY IS LOW!
CALL US FOR A PROFESSIONAL & CONFIDENTIAL MARKET ANALYSIS
OF YOUR HOME.
YOU CAN REACH US AT 514.934.2480 OR BY EMAIL INFO@CHRISTINAMILLER.CA



  

326 Victoria Avenue, Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2M8
Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
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You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS
(No medical referral required)

Plan your visit today

514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen
Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount
www.xomed.ca | info@xomed.ca

Greenhouse, cont’d. from p. 1
that we have proper representation at the
site,” explained Councillor Cynthia Lulham, who moved the resolution; and to ensure that the work “stays on track,” added
Mayor Smith.
The need arose from the departure of
two key city employees involved in the project: Kinan Khatib, division chief in the
city’s Engineering department, and David
Descôteaux, Public Works superintendent
of municipal buildings.
The contract for the “restoration and
execution of the work” had been awarded
December 21 to St-Denis Thompson Inc.
at a maximum cost of $5.7 million including taxes (see story January 12, p. 1).

Above, workers in the conservatory and some of their equipment on February 19, as seen from
the alley behind Victoria Hall and, below, the entrance from Sherbrooke St. the same day.
Photos: Independent.
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Montreal/L’Ile Bizard
Large split-level Grilli home in a fantastic
location just steps to shops, grocery
store & pharmacy. 4 bedrooms, 2 + 1
bathrooms, central A/C, renovated
kitchen, double garage. 8,400 square
foot lot. Concrete in-ground pool.

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E S T A T E

B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Esti Jedeikin

Ron Benveniste

514.594.7701 514.942.9352

$2,075,000
A gracious John Hand Original 5-bedroom mid-level
home with beautiful original woodwork. Large
reception rooms, 3.5 baths, a finished basement,
all well maintained and upgraded over the years.
Add to that the town garden and 2-car heated garage
and you have the perfect home.
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ANNE BEN-AMI (MADAR)
Real estate broker

PROFESSIONAL - DEDICATED - PERSONAL

“Anne nous a été fortement recommandée par une amie qui l’avait
choisie. C’était une décision importante pour nous alors nous avons
rencontré plusieurs agents. Nous avons choisi Anne en raison de sa
très grande connaissance du marché et de son approche très personnelle. Anne nous a donné d’excellents conseils. Elle a le sens de
l’écoute et est une négociatrice hors pair. Merci Anne!”
— Brigitte C., Upper-Lansdowne, Westmount

SOLD

SOLD

621 Av. Victoria, Westmount

4060 Boul. St-Laurent, Apt. 204
Plateau-Mont-Royal

INTRODUCING

Côte-des-Neiges/Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
$850,000

888 Rue Wellington, PH2001, Ville-Marie
$2,195,000| MLS 28772952

The Montebello - 4850 Ch. de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Westmount Adj.
Apt. 74 - $698,000 | MLS 15580455 Apt. 54 - $650,000 | MLS 19556489 Apt. 57 - $525,000 | MLS 24448146

1188 Av. Union, Apt. 1210, Ville-Marie
MLS 27600089

5381 Av. Coolbrook, Montreal
MLS 14683133

514.726.3037 • ANNEBENAMI.CA
sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.
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process went so fast. Health Canada always
conducts an
n extensive investigation o
of
efore approving and releassing
vaccines be
ng particular attention to
them, payin
evaluating their
t
safety and efficacy.

Who sh
hould be vaccina
ated
againstt COVID-19?
We aim to vaccinate
v
the entire popullation
VID-19. However, stocks arre
against COV
li
it d for
f now,
hi h iis why
h people
l ffrom
limited
n
which
groups with
h a higher risk of developing
complicatio
ons if they are infected will be
vaccinated ﬁrst.

Can we
e stop applying
sanitary
y measures once
e
the vac
ccine has been
adminis
stered?
No
o. Several months will have to go
o
by before a sufficient percentage of the
t
population is vaccinated and protected.
The beginning of the vaccination cam
mpaign
does not sig
gnal the end of the need for
f health
Two-metre physical distan
measures. T
ncing,
wearing a mask
m
or face covering, and
d
and-washing are all importtant
frequent ha
habits to maintain until the public health
authorities say otherwise.
otherwise

On what basis are p
prioritty
y
groups d
determined?

Can I catc
ch COVID-19 even
after I gett vaccinated?

The vaccine will
w ﬁrst be given to people
e who
are at higher risk
r
of developing complic
cations
m COVID-19, in particular
or dying from
vulnerable ind
dividuals and people with a
signiﬁcant losss of autonomy who live in
na
hcare providers who work
CHSLD, health
k with
them, people who live in private seniorss’
homes, and people 70 years of age and
d older.

The vaccines used can’t cause COVID-19
because they do
on’t contain the SARS-CoV
V-2
ponsible for the disease.
virus that’s resp
However, people
e who come into contact
with the virus in
n the days leading up to th
heir
n the 14 days following it
vaccination or in
could still develo
op COVID-19.

As vaccine av
vailability increases in Canada,
more groups will be added to the list.

Order of priority for COVID-19
9
vaccination
n
1

Vulnera
able people and people with
w
ﬁcant loss of autonomy who
a signiﬁ
live in residential
r
and long-term care
centress (CHSLDs) or in intermed
diate
mily-type resources (RI-RT
and fam
TFs).

2

Workerrs in the health and social
service
es network who have contact
with ussers.

3

Autono
omous or semi-autonomou
us
people who live in private seniorrs’
homes (RPAs) or in certain close
ed
residen
ntial facilities for older adu
ults.

4

Isolated
d and remote communitie
es.

5

Everyone at least 80 years of age.

6

People aged 70–79.

7

People aged 60–69.

8

Adults under the age of 60 with a
chronic
c disease or health issue th
hat
increasses the risk of complications
from COVID-19.

9

Adults under the age of 60 with no
chronic
c disease or healthcare issues
s
that inc
crease the risk of complica
ations
but who provide essential servic
have contact
o
with users.

10
0

Everyone else in the general
population at least 16 y

Is COVID-19 vaccination
mandatory?
No
o. Vaccination is not mandatory here in
Québec. However, COVID-19 vaccination is
highly recomme
ended.

Is vaccination free
of charge?
?
The COVID-19 vaccine is free. It is only
administered un
nder the Québec Immuniza
ation
Program and is not available from private
e
sources.

Do I need to
to be vaccinate
vaccinated
e
if I already
y had COVID-19?
?
YES.
YES
S Vaccination is indicated for everyy
who was diagno
osed with COVID-19 in
order to ensure their long-term prot
Nonetheless, giv
ven the curr
availability of th
he vaccine
contracted COVIDV
from when they wer
being vaccinated.

Québe
ec ca/COVIDvaccin
ec.
ne
1 877 644-4545
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Police Report

St. Catherine St. break-in suspect arrested
By Martin C. Barry

Pimentel.

During the late hours of February 13,
police from Station 12 arrested a suspect
who broke a window to get into a commercial outlet on St. Catherine St. near Gladstone, but left apparently without burglarizing the place.
According to community relations officer Adalbert Pimentel, staff at the Stanton
St. detachment received a call around 10:35
pm from a witness.
He had seen the suspect first trying the
front entrance of an address next door only
to find it locked.
“He went to a neighbouring address
and he shattered the front door window,”
said Pimentel. “He put his arm through
that window, then he unlocked it to gain
access into the building. The suspect went
inside but only stayed briefly. He left
shortly after.”
The suspect was last seen walking east
along St. Catherine St. With a description
supplied by the witness, police officers
caught up and finally intercepted the
suspect around 10:45 pm at the corner of
Atwater Ave. St. Catherine St., said

Interprovincial identity theft
A Westmount resident filed a criminal
complaint at Station 12 recently regarding
an identity theft committed by someone
who successfully impersonated him at a
branch of his bank in Ontario, after failing
in an initial attempt to do so.
According to Pimentel, the suspect entered the first branch where he told the
teller he wanted to confirm a recent deposit
that had been made in Quebec.
“The suspect identified himself with a
Quebec driver’s licence,” he said. “He then
asked to withdraw a certain amount. However, he didn’t have a banking card. The
employee at the bank refused to do it because it seemed suspicious.”
Undeterred, the suspect went to
another branch of the bank and succeeded
this time in withdrawing $2,000. “It didn’t
work at one branch, but for whatever reason at the other branch it did,” Pimentel
said.
Pimentel suggests that anyone who suspects their identity has been stolen or compromised should immediately contact a
credit reporting agency such as Equifax or
TransUnion, and you will be notified if attempts are made to breach your accounts.

Licensed Real Estate Broker – Montreal & Miami
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514-238-2828
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305-733-3024

Before & After

especially requested them.
Although the woman receiving the email initially questioned what she was
being told to do, she purchased several
$100 gift cards anyway and forwarded their
code numbers to the e-mail sender as requested.
According to Pimentel, it was only when
a clerk at the pharmacy where the cards
were purchased voiced her suspicion that
the woman decided not to make a second
round of gift card purchases. He said she
lost a few hundred dollars.
For situations like this, Pimentel recommends contacting the federally-operated
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre (www.anti
fraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca), which
collects information on fraud and identity
theft. The centre provides information on
past and current scams in Canada. If you
think you’ve been a victim of fraud, the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre is the place to
report it.

E-mail fraud
In a separate recent criminal incident
also involving fraud, a Westmount woman
told investigators at Station 12 that she recently received a message from an e-mail
address similar to one belonging to her
sister-in-law who lives overseas.
The sender was asking her as a favour
to purchase and send a certain number of
a type of gift card to a niece. In the e-mail,
the sender maintained that this specific
type of gift card was unavailable in the region where she lived and that the niece had

We welcome
your letters
We welcome your letters but
reserve the right to choose
and edit them. Please limit to
300 words and submit before
Friday 10 am to be considered
for publication the following
week.
email us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com
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Westmount
A-dog-tions

Handsome
Spencer

Lysanne Fowler

Sage kitten

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Spencer is so dignified: his carriage and
expression are both strong and sweet. Such
a good boy at two years of age, still a big
baby.
He is a striking dogo-argentino mix, sociable with people and other dogs, affectionate and playful. He is very healthy, up
to date with his inoculations, neutered and
microchipped.
Spencer is in the care of Francine Roch
in foster rescue at Chez Alex Auberge
Canine. My own beloved Doberman Xena
was fostered as a rescue with Francine and
my heart is still with every one of the dogs
that she loves and places with their new
families.
Spencer would do well in Westmount
as we have the best dog home life, the dog
parks and the Summit for him to enjoy.
For more details on Spencer and to
make plans, contact Francine at Chez Alex
Auberge Canine, in scenic St. André
d’Argenteuil, at 450.562.5325 or on her
cellular at 514.404.8591.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

Sage is just a wee fellow, six months
young and silly. He was brought to the
SPCA Montérégie in mid-October, along
with his brother and sister. He was found
outdoors without anyone to care for him
and has been socialized in his foster family
since arrival.

He is a loving kitten, climbing on to his
foster mom’s lap and accepting cuddles,
then getting his favourite treats and purring loudly. Sage is in his kitten growth
phase from nurturing to socializing, with
a loving forever family he will also do very
well. He is so healthy and active, up to date
with his inoculations, neutered and microchipped.
For more information on him, please
contact his foster mom Guylaine directly
at guylaine.duquette@icloud.com.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne
WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!
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Guest column
Dogs
Ralph Thompson

A recent letter to the editor (February
16, p. 6) was requesting that the city continue to salt and sand the sidewalks to
avoid accidents despite the possible
negative effect on dogs’ feet. The author
concluded, “Are dogs more important than
humans?”
Well, we can have both safe sidewalks
and happy pooches. No need to increase
taxes or aggravate the puppies. Little rubber booties for the pooch are the solution
but – witness many discussions I have had
with dog walkers – some people find the
booties are hard, if not impossible, to put
on.
The booties are in fact very easy to put
on if you know the trick, and no need for

BUSINESS PLANS

Get a loan,
raise money, or
manage growth
by letting experts
develop your
business plan,
nancial
forecast, and
pitch deck.
438-788-3651

www.onpointbusinessplans.com

Give dogs the booty
treats. Some find them easy to slip on without assistance but people like me and
many I’ve spoken to have difficulty getting
the paw in the bootie. You feel as though
you need a third hand.
The solution costs nothing. All you
need is a discarded plastic bottle, appropriate to the size of your dog’s paw. For a
medium-sized dog, a large Costco-sized vitamin pill bottle is perfect.
1. In this example, I’m using a medium
sized PawZ bootie for our “Wheaten terrorist.”
2. Take a large plastic bottle, remove the
cap and check that your dog’s paw just
fits comfortably through the neck of the
bottle.
3. Cut off the top of the bottle with a sharp
blade or hack saw to form a funnel.
Careful of your fingers.
4. If the bottle and the rubber bootie are
appropriately sized, you will be able to

5.
6.

7.

8.

easily pull the bootie over the neck of
the bottle top with two hands while
Pooch sits quietly confused, wondering
what you’re doing.
Hold the dog’s leg and slide the bottle
top over the paw as far up the leg as is
possible.
Continue to hold the dog’s leg but with
the same hand reach out a finger to hold
the bottle top. Push or roll the bootie off
the bottle rim and onto its leg. You may
find with experimentation that this is
simplified by filing away some of the
thread around the bottle top. It also
helps if the bootie is dry.
Now the bootie is on the dog’s paw, just
slide the bottle top back over the bootied
(Oxford English, you heard it here first)
paw. Best to hold the top of the bootie
with the hand holding the leg to prevent
it from being pulled off the paw.
Unroll the top of the bootie and pull up

WOOD
FINISHING
ON-SITE SERVICE

•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.:

scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

•Polishing and
Staining
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

the bootie to secure it on the leg. I gently
squeeze the bootie to ensure I haven’t
snagged the claws.
Quick, simple and painless for the
pooch and the dog walker. Now the dog can
walk through salt, slush, puddles and snow
without a whimper.

We welcome
your letters
We welcome your letters but
reserve the right to choose
and edit them. Please limit to
300 words and submit before
Friday 10 am to be considered
for publication the following
week.
email us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072
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History by
the House
Andy Dodge

184 & 188 Côte St. Antoine:
From Metcalfe Terrace to ‘Maxwell estate’

In the early 1600s, Côte St. Antoine was
the first public road leading through what
is now Westmount, heading from the
growing village of Montreal to Lachine,
and eventually providing access to the
“Monklands” estate, built in 1795 by Chief
Justice James Monk.
This was the first of many mansions
built by the gentry of Montreal: the establishment of McGill College at the foot of
Mount Royal in 1821 attracted many
wealthy anglophones to build their houses
in the “Square Mile” just west of the McGill
campus, then along Dorchester St. at the
edge of the “falaise,” or steep slope, which
afforded those mansions excellent views
out over the river, and then on the hill leading up from Côte St. Antoine, again to take
advantage of the views of the river.
Louis XIII and the Sulpicians
The island of Montreal had been
granted to the Brotherhood of St. Sulpice
by Louis XIII, king of France, and his foreign secretary, Cardinal Richelieu.

184 & 188 Côte St. Antoine on January 26.

4060 ST. CATHERINE W.
Prestigious Turn-Key Office Spaces
In The Heart of Westmount
– Short Term & Long Term
Opportunities – 1 month & up
– Flexible Leasing Terms
– 300 to 11,000 sq.ft. Office Space
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Contact Us
Leasing@toulondev.com

514-931-5811
TOULON
DEVELOPMENT
CORP.

With hopes of integrating the native
community with the French settlers, the
Sulpicians built a monastery on Sherbrooke St. – then considered the northern
limits of the city – and developed a series
of farms surrounding it, particularly their
own “Priests’ Farm” in the area where Holton Ave., de Casson Rd. and Barat Rd. are
now laid out, then leading to strips of land
further west that they granted to families
like the Leducs, Hurtubises and Décaries.
In what is now Westmount, villas were
built by John Young (“Rosemount,” now
on Severn Ave.), Simon Clarke (his house
at the corner of what is now Sherbrooke
St. and Clarke Ave. has been demolished),
Charles Bowman (“Forden,” now demolished) and William Murray (“WestMount,”
now demolished).
Moses Hayes builds Metcalfe Terrace
Along came Moses Judah Hayes, born
in 1799 to a merchant who had moved to
Montreal from New York 36 years earlier.
As a young man, Moses developed a great
interest in civic affairs and community development, including the nascent Jewish
community growing out of the Shearith Israel Synagogue congregation, and got
heavily involved in such projects as the
Montreal waterworks, a gas company and
Montreal Provident and Savings Bank.
In about 1839 he, like many Englishspeaking Montrealers, noticed the west-

ward growth and envisioned what in those
days would have been one of Montreal’s
first housing developments, four houses
on the south side of Côte St. Antoine, just
below the “Forden” mansion, which became “Metcalfe Terrace.”
At about this time, expanding Montreal
saw the extension of Western Ave. further
west, and Metcalfe Ave. became one of the
north/south streets connecting Western
Ave. and “Sisson’s Lane” below it, to Côte
St. Antoine.
Metcalfe Ave is named for Charles Metcalfe, who was governor general of the
province of Canada from 1843 to 1845. An
1858 map shows the four houses along
Côte St. Antoine opposite “Forden,” with
no north-south street perpendicular to the
road until the current-day Decarie Blvd.
Thus, we might speculate that Hays’
choice of “Metcalfe” to name his housing
project predated the naming of the street.
Hays died in 1852, leaving the four
houses to his sister, Catherine Hays-Solomon, already a widow. The property was
commuted by the Sulpicians in 1853,
meaning Hays earned/purchased the right
not to pay seigneurial taxes, at a time when
this practice was being dispensed with all
over the island. Considered as part of Lot
621A, with four houses on it, Hays had
lived in one before his death, and there is
rumour the others were
leased out to aides-de- continued on p. 19
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camp of the governor general, who resided
at Monklands.
Division, fire & Maxwell père’s 188
Very quickly Lot 621A was divided into
four (appropriately, Lot Nos. 1 to 4) and Catherine was able to start selling off the
houses, No. 3 to Andrew White in 1864,
No. 2 to Robert Kerr in 1857, No. 1 to Alfred
Evans in 1861. In 1855, No. 4 Metcalfe Terrace was sold to John Ponsonby Sexton, an
advocate and Montreal’s first city clerk,
who had lost his wife in 1849. He married
Lotitia Keys, herself a widow, in 1859.
In or circa 1866, it appears, No. 4 Metcalfe Terrace burned to the ground and the
lot stood empty for about 20 years before
Lotitia Keys-Sexton, John’s widow, sold the
land to Edward John Maxwell, a lumber
merchant who built – possibly using the
foundations of the old house – a lovely
Tudor mansion.
By 1890, Lovell’s Directory lists Maxwell
as living at 138 Côte St. Antoine Rd. No
longer did Metcalfe Terrace exist as an address, and by 1895 the house had been renumbered as 188.
Architect Maxwell’s 184
Maxwell may have been noteworthy for
his own lumber business, but one of his
proudest achievements (like all fathers)
was his offspring, including his eldest son,
Edward, who, when the Tudor mansion

184 Côte St. Antoine:
Date

Buyer

Price

27-Oct-1947
13-Jul-1960
1-Jun-1978
14-Aug-2000

Claire Stedman
$7,000
Mary Marcia Taggart
$20,750
Martha Charlotte Fulford $69,500
Christopher Dunkley
& Alison Sorbie
$390,000
188 Côte St. Antoine:

Date

Buyer

Price

13-Aug-1946 Alexandra Laurie

$5,000 +
consideration
19-Jun-1948 Frank J. Selke
$20,000
14-Dec-1959 Michael J. McCormick
$40,000
20-Jul-1973 Donald H. Wallace
$78,000
27-May-1978 Gilbert Rosenberg
unknown
was planned in 1886, would have been a
19-year-old budding architect working with
a firm in Boston that designed major projects all over the continent.
In 1891, he was asked to come to Montreal to oversee construction of the Montreal Board of Trade building, and young
Maxwell never left.
Instead, he began designing and then
building houses and commercial buildings
all over Montreal, including his own house
attached to his father’s mansion, in a totally
different style with Palladian windows and
a Dutch gable roof.
He moved there in 1897, while his
younger brother, William S. Maxwell, was

still living with Dad next door. As it turns
out, Edward became one of Montreal’s preeminent architects, designing the Birks
jewelry store on Phillips Square, an extension to Windsor Station as well as other
CP hotels and stations, and numerous
mansions and houses throughout Westmount and the Square Mile, elsewhere on
the island of Montreal and beyond.
By 1902, his brother joined him and the
two apparently collaborated on most if not
all of their projects after that.
The list of achievements in the Biographical Dictionary of Architects in Canada is voluminous, but does not include
184 Côte St. Antoine, which would have
been built about five years into the start of
his independent career.
In 1904 Edward fils sold 184 to Mary
Turner Chaplin, at the time a spinster; by
the time she sold the property in 1911, she
was married to P. Maitland Grover and was
moving to a farm near Peterborough, Ontario, so Edward bought back the house
and moved it into a trust with his father’s
house.
Father died in the same year and Edward died in November 1923, but the Maxwell estate was able to maintain both properties and rented them out to various tenants between then and 1945.
In August 1946, Alexandra Laurie, wife
of James M. Bennett, purchased 188 Côte St. Anto- continued on p. 20
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Legge Orr, Orr give $1 million
for MUHC ‘MI4’ award

No antiquarian
book fair this year

Former Westmounters Suzanne Legge
Orr and Jeff Orr have given $1 million to
create the Legge Orr MI4 Leadership
Award, which aims to “help solve humanity’s deadliest puzzles with an important
donation to the McGill Interdisciplinary
Initiative in Infection and Immunity
(MI4),” said a press release February 18
from the McGill University Health Centre
Foundation.
The donation supports MI4 director and
award recipient Dr. Don Sheppard, “who
created the initiative and is instrumental
in its success. MI4 brings together over 250
researchers to find life-changing solutions

to some of the world’s deadliest diseases
including COVID-19, tuberculosis and
hepatitis C. MI4 has more than 50 completed or ongoing projects related to understanding the coronavirus, halting transmission and developing vaccines,” continued the release.
“I am both honoured and humbled to
be the inaugural recipient of the Legge Orr
MI4 Leadership Award. This transformative support will provide invaluable flexibility and resources to allow me to focus
my energies on growing MI4’s already
impressive legacy,” Dr. Sheppard is quoted
as saying.

House history, cont’d. from p. 19
ine for an undisclosed price, but she sold
the house for $20,000 two years later to
Frank J. Selke, general manager of the
Montreal Canadiens, during their “glory
years” of the 1950s.
At the end of that decade, after they had
won five Stanley Cups (and were on their
way to winning number 6), he sold the
house to Michael J. McCormick, an investment manager with Cockfield Brown and
CEMP Investments; he went on to become
vice-president of marketing for the House
of Seagram.
McCormick paid $40,000 for the property, which included 23,400 square feet
reaching down to the back yards of the
houses fronting on Springfield Ave.
He then sold the property to Dr. Donald
H. Wallace, an anaesthesiologist at McGill
and the Montreal General Hospital, for
$78,000, in 1973. For whatever reason, the
house was seized by the Quebec government in 1978 and sold to Gilbert “Gibby”
Rosenberg, founder of the famous Gibby’s
Restaurant. Rosenberg died in 2018 and
his wife, Soryl Shulman, still lives at the
house.

Maxwell estate sells 184
Next door, at 184 Côte St. Antoine, the
Maxwell estate sold the house with 2,029
square feet of land in October 1947 to Elsie
Stedman, wife of Louis Marcel Lymburner,
Jr., an industrial engineer and founder of
Credit & Warehousing Corp., for $7,000.
They stayed there until 1960, when Mary
Marcia Taggart, separated from John GibbCarsley, bought the house for $20,750. She
then married Hugh Balfour (Bunny) Glassford and they lived there until June 1978,
when she sold to Martha Charlotte Fulford,
divorced wife of Irwin Scott Disher.
The final buyers were Christopher
Dunkley, an architect and artist, and his
wife, Alison Sorbie, a student of Renaissance magic and astrology. They bought
the house in August 2000, for $390,000.
Four years later they gave a talk to the
Westmount Historical Association about
the life and times of Edward Maxwell, perhaps tying up the history of one of Westmount’s most prominent architects.
The latest valuation roll shows a tax
value for 184 Côte St. Antoine of $1,148,000,
while 188 Côte St. Antoine, with 2,156.6
square metres of land, is assessed at
$2,521,600.

“Another casualty of the coronavirus
is this year’s Westmount Antiquarian
Book Fair, which has met its match in
COVID-19,” said a press release from
organizers Wilfrid de Freitas and Susan
Ravdin February 19.
“Last year’s fair, which took place on
March 7, was, as far as we can tell, the
last physical book fair to take place before the world as we bibliophiles know
it shut down completely,” he is quoted
as saying.
The first Westmount fair was held
in 1993 in Victoria Hall, and has moved
a few times since, including several
years at Selwyn House School, one year
at Trinity Memorial Church in NDG
and a few years at Dawson College, before settling in four years ago at the
Centre Greene on Greene Ave.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Snow & Yard Work Available
Snow shoveling (no driveway), Gardening, Weeding, Trimming, Adding
Mulch, Yard Cleaning, and Raking Leaves. Contact Vince at 514-294-5562.
Lost cat
Have you seen a big orange cat? Missing from the vicinity of Montrose
and Argyle, 2 blocks up from City Hall. Call 514-932-5527.

Classiﬁeds in the
Independent
Why list your goods (or services) on
ﬂy-by-night, who-knows-who-isreplying websites when you can list
(and sell) locally?
Buy a classiﬁed in the
Westmount Independent at:

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

       

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
(Produly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services
* Personal & corporate tax returns

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions
* Consultation-Incorporation/modification/dissolution of corporation
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

* Planning in family income tax
* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B
Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca
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Return to Retail
Veronica Redgrave

What’s not to love about Greece, the
cradle, as they say, of civilization, inspiring
the Romans, whom – curiously – we remember more. And what’s not to love
about Westmount’s Petros Greek restaurant?
Westmount’s ample evening parking –
many places free – and Petros’ renowned
menu of fresher-than-fresh fish, as well as
lamb and other classic Greek dishes make
it a go-to destination.
Petros is a family story. Owner
Ted Dranias named his first restaurant after his father Petros. The
rest is history. There are now four
Petros-es, the newest and hippest
being on William and Guy, soon
to be a Greek supper club.
Like all Westmounters and all
anxious restaurateurs, Ted and his
son and co-partner Gennaro, along
with manager Tasso and chef
Johnny, are waiting to open their
doors again. In the meantime,
their food-loving customer base

Petros – a Greek ‘rock’ in Westmount
has been more than faithful.
One menu – “small and simple, often
offering the fresh fish of the day” – is offered weekly.
“As soon as it is ready, we quickly deliver
it ourselves,’’ adds Gennaro. I chatted with
Ted and Gennaro on a bitterly cold day
with a Greek-blue sky.
*
Ted, how did you carry on during the
lock-downs?
First and foremost, I would like to thank
Westmounters for their support. As many
times as we could, our way of showing appreciation was to include a little “thankyou” with the delivery, adding zucchini

Ted and Gennaro Dranias.

chips (a favourite, by the way!) or a dessert.
During the lockdowns, obviously, we were
open only for pick-up and delivery, which
we did with staff – waiters and my son
Gennaro. We take all orders by phone, so
no one waits. Gennaro’s line is open 24/7.
(For those who passed by to pick up
their order, in the pick-up area, formerly
the large blue-and-white dining room, I
noted tables featuring Petros’ olive oil –
“often sold out!” – and other Greek delicious house specialties.)
What’s next?
We are very excited about the summer
season! People from all over Montreal love
our outdoor terrasse. Sadly, we did
have a noise complaint from a
local person and had to pay $1,500
in tickets last summer as we had
entertainment for three to four
hours outdoors.
(To me, “noise” is drilling cement, but our bouzouki music was
becoming a big hit. Nearby neighbours actually started to party on
their street! But I digress.)
We are already planning the
front and side outdoor seating area
as well as a private back terrasse.
Our decorative boxes of herbs –

rosemary, basil and mint – are constantly
being pruned by our appreciative guests!
As I left the charming blue-and-white
tiled entrance, I recalled my many dinners
there. It is a BYOW (bring your own wine),
so for those with their own wine cellars
(you know who you are) or those who
prefer to buy their wine, this is a muchloved part of Petros. Another? It is open
seven days a week. And they also offer
party platters. Indeed, what’s not to love?
Petros Greek Taverna
Restaurantpetros.ca
4785 Sherbrooke St.
514.938.5656

Earth
t ly Delights
Choose sometthing unique for yourself

Baguette Diamond Bracelet
4.38cts - $32,000
Baguette Diamond
Earrings 1.70cts
$8,500

PA S S I O N AT E J E W E L L E RY S I N C E 1 9 5 4

Patek Philip
ppe · Parmigiani Fleurier
2195 Crescent Street · 514.848.0595
5
· KaufmanndeSuiisse.ca
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Westmount Lives

In memory of George Wall (1962-2020)
For over 30 years, George Wall enjoyed
living, studying and working in Westmount. On November 9, 2020 George died,
suddenly and totally unexpectedly.
George was both an English teacher and
a jazz guitarist and so had many opportunities to make literary and musical contributions to the city’s cultural life.
As a teacher, George gave lectures and
courses in a wide variety of subjects, ranging from Shakespeare to the Beatles, from
Puccini to Frank Sinatra. Attendees included
members of both the Westmount Public
and Atwater libraries, residents of Manoir
Westmount and Place Kensington, as well
as many life-long students at ENCORE.
As a jazz guitarist, sometimes partnering with Mark Reif on bass in Moondog
Duo, sometimes performing solo, George
entertained Westmounters on many occasions including Victoria village festivals,
celebratory events at Victoria Hall, WCCM
luncheons, jazz evenings at Scalini 11, his
brother Wilder’s photography vernissages,
and, until recently, jazz afternoons every
Wednesday at Leonidas chocolate shop on
Victoria.
In 2018, George decided to take an early
retirement from teaching high school to
Top 1%

have more time to focus on music – a luxury he had not had since studying at Concordia in the late 1990s. It seemed like a
good idea.
As things turned out, it was much more
than just a good idea. It was the absolute
right thing to do and it could be, I think,
described as a serendipitous decision, one
that allowed George to spend the last two
years of his life doing what he loved best.
In George’s memory, the George L. B.
Wall Prize in jazz guitar, which will be
awarded annually, is being established at
Concordia University. If you are interested
in sharing a memory and/or if you would
like further information on this award
please contact dlbw2001@gmail.com.
Deanna Barwick Wall, mother of George
*
My name is Neil Smolar and for several
years I was privileged to be George’s private
guitar teacher. I am broken-hearted about
George’s passing as I adored and respected
him.
We had a very special relationship. He
shared his passion for literature and gifted
me one of his favourite books on William
Blake. Though he studied music with me,
I felt that I was on his journey.

I noticed that in all the heartfelt notices,
his music and musicianship were always
mentioned. A word about the music that
George and I shared: I considered my years
with George a privilege because he allowed
me to teach him, he opened himself to the
challenges set before him and granted me
his trust.
Music and trust became our bond. Trust
is essential because a musician that decides to study must leave the “old” behind,
abandon previous knowledge and comfort
zones and master new skills that seem for
a long time unattainable. It’s a perilous and
frightening journey for all who enter. It’s
more than very hard work and practice –
it’s a hero’s journey and takes courage.
George succeeded and became, as friends
and family noticed, a better musician and
a beautiful guitar player. I am very proud
of what he achieved and grateful to have
been invited by him on his journey. He was
a very special person. I am extremely sad
at his passing.
My heartfelt condolences to his mother
Deanna and his brother Wilder, his family
and the friends who loved him.
With great affection for George,
Neil Smolar

B. 514.934.1818
C. 514.912.1482

in Canada

baudinet@royallepage.ca

www.baudinet.ca
Diamond Award Winner

For a limited time, contact me
for a com
mplimentary second
opinion and
a receiv
ve
e a $100 gift ‡!
(SEE BELOW FOR DETAILS)

REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Top 10 team for
Royal Lepage Quebec.

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

2009–2017

4 BEDROOMS IN GREAT LOCATION

Concerned ab
bout
your financial future?

Photo courtesy of David Cervantes.

DESIRED FAMILY LOCATION

A second opin
nion
could help.

Offfe
er expirre
es Marrcch 31, 2021.
Some cond
ditions apply*.

Contact me today to geet started.

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Montreal-West | 320 Av. Ballantyne N. | $1,175,000

Côte-des-Neiges | 4730 Av. Meridian | $2,450,000

3 BEDROOMS IN MONKLAND VILLAGE

ELEGANT CORNER LOT CONDO

NEW LISTING

NOW FOR SALE

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | 4455 Av. Beaconsfield | $650,000 Côte-des-Neiges | 6237 Ch. Hillsdale | $544,000 or $2,250/M

Ioana Irunca, F. Pl.
Investm
ment Specialist
and Fin
nancial Planner
438.48
83.6248
ioana.irunca@scotiabank.com

* To redeem for this offer you must present this advertissement upon completion of your financial review conversation with a Scotiabank Investment Specialist on or before
March 31, 2021. Upon completion of the review, you will receive a special offer code and a reward code to redeem from your choice of The Ultimate Dining® E-Promo Card,
Indigo® E-Gift Card, Esso and Mobil™ E-Gift Card or Cineplex® E-Gift Card at www.scotiabank.com/reviewreward. A valid em
mail address is required in order to receive the
E-Promo or E-Gift Card. E-Promo Cards are valid for 90 days after activation. E-Gift Cards do not expire. No purchase required. Maximum one offer per customer. Offer is
non-transferable and cannot be duplicated. ® Registeredd trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence. Scotiabank includes The Bank of Nova Scotia and its
subsidiaries and affiliates, including Scotia Securities Innc. As used in this document, “Investment Specialist and Financial Planner”, “Scotiabank Investment Specialist” and
“Financial Planner and Investment Specialist” refers to a Scotia Securities Inc. mutual fund representative or, in Quebec, a Group Savings Plan Dealer Representative who is
also registered in the category of Financial Planner. Scottia Securities Inc. is a member of the Mutual Fund Dealers Association. ‡ All other trademarks are the property of the
1410545-2020-1204 F2
respective owner(s). Trademark owners are not affiliatedd, sponsoring or endorsing this offer or any Scotiabank products or
o services.
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JUST LISTED + SOLD

INTRODUCING

JUST LISTED + SOLD

Turn-key mid-level Westmount Cottage
Asking: $2,695,000

Adjacent Westmount | Great cottage with large private garden.
Asking $1,688,000

Côte Saint-Luc | 1600+ ft.2 condo
Asking $585,000

JUST LISTED +
ACCEPTED OFFER

CURRENTLY
B E I N G U P D AT E D

MAKE IT YOURS

AVA I L A B L E
I M M E D I AT E L Y

Adjacent Westmount | Executive rental
Asking $5900/month

Westmount | Steps to Greene Avenue!
Asking $6000/month

Downtown Port Royal | +/-3000 ft.2
Asking $2,200,000

Griffintown | Sun-filled 2 bedroom loft.
Price available upon request.

TESTIMONIALS FROM SOME OF JUDY’S MANY HAPPY CLIENTS
A TRUE GUIDE

THANK YOU JUDY

EXCELLENCE, PERSISTANCE AND PROFESSIONALISM

Where would we have ended up without Judy? Certainly not in
our wonderful first home! Judy was instrumental in our search
and purchase, demonstrating patience, a drive to truly get to
know us, terrific market knowledge and rock-solid negotiation
skills. Through the ups and downs of our search experience,
she was always there for us: she really, really cares. We feel
fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with Judy, and
would recommend her to anyone looking to buy their first home.
— MB

We’d like to thank Judy for all her hard
work she and her team put into selling
our home. From beginning to end she
was professional, easy to work with and
unflappable. We were also very pleased
with the price she negotiated and the
closing date. Thanks for everything, Judy!
—C&K

Judy Litvack recently sold our property during COVID. Judy’s persistence
and professionalism in managing the sale far exceeded our expectations. She
is responsive, detail-oriented and results focused. Judy is also a pleasure
to work with. She completely oversaw getting the house ready for sale and
showcasing its features to their best advantage. It sold quickly. Without
hesitation, I would recommend Judy Litvack as an agent to anyone with a
home to sell. I know we could not have done it without her.
—M&Y
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M A R I E S I C OT T E

514 953 9808
mariesicotte.com

        

WE L C OM E T O T H E

A DD R E S S
G ROUPE SUTTON CENTRE OUEST INC

NEW

NEW

AHUNTSIC | DURHAM
Prim e l o c atio n! Cha r min g 4 B dr p ro p e r t y w/ la r ge d e c k & a ma zin g g a rd e n
cl o s e to p a rk M a urice - R ic ha rd & th e ri ve r.

AMA ZING
VALUE

WESTMOUNT
ML
MLS
S : 26463173
Splendid 4 Bdr property on a 7300
7
sf lot.
Prime location w/ views + ama
azing garden.

48
ACRES

RO U T E D E S ÉR A B LE S
ML
MLS
S : 28329317
Premium lot on Lac Xavier w/ stunning views.
Can accommodate 2 houses.

ML
M L S : 18467706
1 8 4 67 7 0 6

360°
VIEWS

LE S U D - O U E S T | M YS T
ML
MLS
S : 19745763
Most amazing penthouse
p
facing the Canal,
panoramic view
ws, 2 large private terraces.

W E S TM O U NT S Q UA RE
N e w s tun nin g & lumin o u s co n d o s w/ o p e n co n ce p t kitc h e n s & go r ge o u s v ie w s .
M o re u n it s av a ila b l e , C o n t a c t u s !

PORT
ROYAL

G O LD E N S Q UA R E M I LE
ML
MLS
S : 11822147
Top of the world w/ amazing mountain
n views.
3581 sf unit w/ 4 Bdr + garage (2).

PRIME

PRIME

LOC ATION

LOC ATION

WESTMOUNT
ML
MLS
S : 16196213
16196213
Fabulous 4+1 s emi w/ large deck & garden
overlooking Mu
urray Park.

G O LD E N S Q UA R E M I LE
ML
MLS
S : 25294782
Beautiful condo that feels like a home (3009 sf).
3 Bdr, large balcony, 2 indoor parking +++
+

M L S : 16812402
1 6 8 1 24 0 2
ML
ML
M L S : 21367164
213 6716 4

ARUNDEL

21 D E ER H AV E N
ML
MLS
S : 19069026
Stunning estate on 443
3 acres in Tremblant area.
Peaceful lifestyle into the nature w/ amazing views.

GOLDEN
SQUARE
MILE

LE CH ÂT E AU
ML
MLS
S : 28506294
Prestigious building fully renovated overlooking
the magnificent historicc Sherbrooke St.

