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HONESTY    INTEGRITY    RESULTS

Food drive hiked to $3,860 
from 5 Saisons, Metro events 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The two collections of non-perishable 
food and cash donations for Public Secur-
ity’s holiday baskets outside Westmount’s 
two large grocery stores during pre-giving 
and Giving Tuesday events raised $1,670, 
Public Security officials said. 

A total of $800 came from cash dona-
tions at Les 5 Saisons on Greene where a 
patrol vehicle was stationed November 28 
on the first day of Hanukah. Another $850 
was generated by shoppers going to and 
from the Metro grocery store on Victoria 
Ave. on Tuesday, November 30. These 
amounts, added to the $2,190 that had 

been raised at Artisans Westmount, 
brought the total so far to $3,860. 

The amounts provided last week by as-
sistant director Kimberley Colquhoun will 
be used to supplement food baskets with 
gift cards, turkeys, hams and other perish-
able items to augment the non-perishable 
food. 

“We’re already getting phone calls from 
people saying they will have food out for 
us to pick up on Saturday (December 4),” 
she said last week. 

“One person told us she had just added 
a special order to the home delivery she 
will be receiving.” 

For more coverage, see p. 22.

Two budgets held off till December 20 
The city’s 2022 capital works budget is 

expected to be presented at the last council 
meeting of this year December 20, Mayor 
Christina Smith said last week. The 2022 
operating budget is also expected to be 
adopted at the same time. 

Both would have been expected to be 
unveiled at the meeting December 6, she 

explained. But it was decided to hold them 
off until later to allow the new councillors 
more time to familiarize themselves with 
the city’s functioning and its needs. 

It is not known at this point what time 
the budget meetings will take place. Usually 
these require separate meetings. The regu-
lar council meeting is listed for 5:30 pm.

They aren’t kidding about winter tires 

Cars were being stopped by Montreal police as they entered Westmount westbound on Sherbrooke 
St. December 2 at around 10:30 am. Officers were checking to see if winter tires were installed. At 
least one motorist was nabbed. The deadline was December 1 to switch to winter tires. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Holiday Gift Guide 2021Pull-out section after p. 12

This issue is the second-to-
last one before our usual 

Christmas break.
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Westmount | 19 Av. Grenville
$3,295,000

Westmount | 523 Av. Argyle
$7,500,000

Westmount | 66 Crois. Forden
$4,900,000

3 Rue Westmount-Square #1212
Westmount | $1,750,000

INTRODUCING | $1,900,000
Westmount | 639 Av. Murray Hill

3 Rue Westmount-Square #416
Westmount | $1,625,000

592 Ch. de la Côte-St-Antoine
Westmount | $2,295,000 

4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O. #803
Westmount | $2,675,000

NEW PRICE  $2,950,000
CDN/NDG | 4817 Rue Cedar Crescent

200 Av. Lansdowne #903
Westmount | $1,085,000

©2021 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad. 
Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec

ROCHELLE CANTOR

Rochelle Cantor 

514.605.6755  |  rochelle.cantor@evrealestate.com



Demolition hearing set for Dec. 9, 4 pm 

One letter of opposition received for 45 Summit Crescent 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A single eligible comment was reported 
to have been received by the city concern-
ing the demolition of 45 Summit Cresc. 
This was one opposing its demolition 
within the 10-day allowable period follow-
ing the city’s legal announcement. 

The letter, which appears on the Urban 
Planning website under “demolition,” has 
the sender’s name and address removed 
but indicates it comes from a neighbour-
ing property. 

“Please consider this email communi-
cation as good and sufficient notice of our 
opposition to the demolition application of 
45 Summit Crescent, on the grounds that 
it will interfere with our peaceable enjoy-
ment of our property and the use and en-
joyment of our property,” it states. 

The writer asks for further information 
from the city and the owners of the house 

involved “in the interests of resolving this 
matter.” It was not known whether any was 
received. 

The proposed demolition is to be the 
subject of a hearing scheduled to present 
the case on December 9 at 4 pm. Initial 
presentation by the city proposes a second 
storey be added to the detached stone 
house at the corner of Gordon Crescent.

Two $1,300 fines issued 
to contractors occupying 
public domain 

As a rush continues to complete con-
struction work before the onset of heavy 
winter conditions, Public Security officials 
said last week a number of contractors 
have been warned to obtain permits to oc-
cupy the public domain – streets and side-
walks. 

Two previously warned “repeat of-
fenders,” were fined $1,300 each, one De-
cember 2 for blocking entry to the lane be-
hind 4817 Sherbrooke. 

Another was closed down by police De-
cember 1 when a boom truck on the side-
walk forced pedestrians out onto the street. 
Public Security was called and confirmed 
that no permits had been issued or applied 
for. Public safety officers issued a state-
ment of offence (ticket). 

Workers fined for working 
on Sunday on Burton 

A ticket for $153 was issued November 
28 when workers were spotted carrying out 
work-related material from a basement on 
Burton Ave., on a Sunday, when work is 
prohibited, Public Security officials said. 
The crew was seen at 10:57 am. 

‘Confused’ woman 
spotted by passer-by 

A passer-by called Public Security No-
vember 24 to report a woman at the corner 
of Victoria and de Maisonneuve who ap-
peared confused, department officials said. 
On speaking with her at 10:06 pm, re spond -
ing officers reported the woman claimed 
to be looking for her son who had left with 
her dog. She had identification showing 
her as aged 86 and living in Ottawa. 

Police were called, stated that she cur-
rently lived on Old Orchard in NDG, was 
known to them for previous offences but 
was not currently wanted. 

As a result, they drove her home.
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Gift Guide
after p. 12 

Letters, p. 14 

Pet Page, p. 16 

Christmas coverage, p. 15 

Hanukah coverage, p. 18 

Lucy & Tyson, p. 20 

Retail Review: 
Presentationsgifts.com, p. 21

45 Summit Crescent with city’s notice of demolition work, as seen November 3.
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Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Villas Agua Dulce/Dolce Vista 
Opportunity to own a 4 bedroom, 
3 bathroom home with magnificent 
ocean views. This property is fully 
equipped and is a wonderful place 
for complete relaxation. 
$788,000

SOLD

Reorganization includes committees 

City councillors named to revised commissionerships 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The new city council will include a 
range of re-organized and re-designed 
commissionerships to reflect the direction 
of the new council for the next four years 
and combine some related issues. 

Expected to be announced December 6 
after press time, Mayor Christina Smith 
described to the Independent some of the 
responsibilities expected of these new com-
missioners as well as the committees on 
which some of the councillors will serve. 

‘TAC’ becomes Mobility 

The Transportation Advisory Commit-
tee (TAC), for example, will become the 
Mobility Committee to address inclusion 
of recommendations from the Accessibility 
Committee, whose mandate expired in 
 October. The Mobility Committee will re-
late most closely to the Public Works com-
missionership. 

Major commissionership changes in-
clude splitting off Library and Community 
Events from Sports and Recreation, which 
will now include “parks” as in major park 
projects. 

Engineering will be added to the Urban 

Planning commissionership, and will be 
distinct from Public Works, which will focus 
on regular activities such as snow removal. 

Environment and Sustainability will be 
known as Climate or Climate Change to 
touch all city departments while informa-
tion and public consultation will be “elev-
ated” into a commissionership, as will a 
special designation of partnerships with 
Westmount’s Dawson and Marianopolis 
CEGEPS. 

Commissioners, committees named 

The new commissioners, listed in order 
of district number, and with possible fine-
tuning of title to come, are: 
Antonio D’Amico (District 1): Commis-

sioner of Finance; 
Elisabeth Roux (District 2): Commissioner 

of Library and Community Events; 
Jeff Shamie (District 3): Commissioner of 

Administration and Hydro Westmount; 
Conrad Peart (District 4): Commissioner 

of Urban Planning, Architecture and En-
gineering – “to deal with the important 
infrastructure issues above and below 
ground,” as Mayor Smith described it; 

Anitra Bostock (District 5): Commissioner 
of Public Works, Accessibility and 

 Mobility; 
Mary Gallery (District 6): Commissioner 

of Sports and Recreation, and Parks; and 
responsible for the relationship with 
 Marianopolis and Dawson College; 

Matt Aronson (District 7): Commissioner 
of Climate-Sustainability, Citizen En-
gagement and Communication, Econ-
omic Development; and responsible for 
establishing an environment committee 
with clear targets for the city administra-
tion; 

Kathleen Kez (District 8): Commissioner 
of Public Security, “a very important 
issue for her district,” according to Mayor 
Smith. 

Committees: 

Mobility (formerly TAC): Councillors 
 Bostock and Kez; 

Finance & Administration (F&A): Council-
lors Shamie (chair), D’Amico, Peart and 
Kez; 

Planning Advisory Committee (PAC): 
Councillors Peart and Gallery; 

Library Board: Councillor Roux and Gallery; 
Local Heritage: Councillor Roux; 
Hydro Westmount Committee: Councillor 

Shamie (chair).

Two long established Montreal eye care 
practices Harry Toulch Optometrists 

and VISION 2120 have come together 
to create Optik Avenue Optometrists

Book your eye exam today! 

514-937-0446 – info@optikavenue.com 
4148 St. Catherine St. W. corner Greene

• EYE EXAMS • LENSES • BRANDS
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DESIGNER HOMEWARE 

NOW OPEN 

1212 GREENE AVE, WESTMOUN Q MAISONWESTMOUNT.CA 

FINE FOODS - GIFTS

1362 GREENE AVE, WESTMOUNT (QC) H3Z 2B1 | 514.934.1362 | S16GALLERY.COM

S16 GALLERY WESTMOUNT
CONTEMPORARY FINE ART & SCULPTURES, WITH TWO LOCATIONS IN MONTRÉAL
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

This winter, Share The Warmth and 
get a $25 Le Frame Shoppe Gift Card!

As a family business, we understand the importance of keeping our kids in 
warm winter clothes. Unfortunately, some families struggle with this basic 
need. That’s why this winter we’re proud to be partnering with Share The 

Warmth (sharethewarmth.ca). Simply drop off your gently used winter coats 
and snowsuits at Le Frame Shoppe, and we will give you a $25 gift card!

M E  SFFC A D R E M EFL E  F R A M E  S H O P P E
E N C A D R E M E N T

We help you frame the stuff you love, and love the stuff you frame

318 Victoria Ave. (just north of de Maisonneuve) h3z 2m8 
514-369-2633 – www.leframeshoppe.com 

Tuesday to Friday 10 am – 6 pm, and Saturdays 10 am – 5 pm

Two long established Montreal eye care 
practices Harry Toulch Optometrists 

and VISION 2120 have come together 
to create Optik Avenue Optometrists

Book your eye exam today! 

514-937-0446 – info@optikavenue.com 
4148 St. Catherine St. W. corner Greene

• EYE EXAMS • LENSES • BRANDS

‘The 4 Anglos’ provide four pre-holiday shows 

Bowser & Blue return to Vic Hall 
after pandemic absence 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount is presenting four last-min-
ute pre-holiday comedy performances at 
Victoria Hall by “The 4 Anglos:” Bowser 
and Blue, Terry Mosher and Josh Freed. 

Their newest show, “Surviving the 
COVID Apocalypse,” comes at the sugges-
tion of Mayor Christina Smith, who saw it 
elsewhere and proposed it come to Victoria 
Hall to provide easy access for local resi-
dents and help the Public Security’s holiday 
food drive. Of the $45 admission fee, be-
fore tax, $5 from each ticket will be do-
nated. 

“I’m thrilled they’re coming,” Mayor 
Smith said. The performance “is very up-
lifting, after all we’ve been through over 
the last two years.” 

There will be four performances start-
ing with Friday, December 17 at 7:30 pm 
followed by two on Saturday, December 18 
at 2 pm and 7:30 pm as well as a matinée 
Sunday, December 19 at 2 pm. 

Former city councillor George Bowser, 
a resident of Columbia, and Rick Blue were 
scheduled to perform last year but the 
event was cancelled owing to the pan-
demic, said Donna Lach, assistant library 
director in charge of community events. 

“We were just so fortunate that Victoria 
Hall was able to accommodate them on 

short notice this year when Mayor Smith 
came up with the suggestion,” she said. 
“People want to get together now because 
everyone is wanting that human connec-
tion.” 

A vaccination passport and masks will 
be required to enter Victoria Hall. Tickets 
will be available at Victoria Hall and at the 
door or can be reserved at Eventbrite, 
whose link is to be found on the city’s web-
site.

Library’s 200 jars of 
honey sell out in a week 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Honey from the two beehives on 
the roof of Westmount Public Library 
went much more quickly than usual, 
library director Julie-Anne Cardella 
said last week. 

All 200 jars were sold within one 
week even though they could only be 
obtained under current procedures 
that limit entry to the library to those 
who have vaccination passports and 
membership cards. The honey last 
year was offered as part of the curb-
side pick-up given pandemic restric-
tions at the time. 

As a result of this year’s quick sell-
out, Cardella said, it is hoped that 
more jars might be obtained next year. 

Supplied and supervised by Al-
véole, the urban agriculture service 
that cares for the hives, they are now 
winterized in the hopes that many of 
the bees survive, as they have over pre-
vious winters. The first hive was in-
stalled in May 2014, followed by the 
second the next year (see story Oc-
tober 8, 2019, p. 1)

Indie’s holiday 
schedule 

December 14 – issue 

December 21 & 28, and 
January 4 – no issues 

January 11 & following – issues
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We all have questions 
about the vaccine

Get answers to all your questions 
about the vaccine at 

Getting vaccinated is the best way to protect us all.

Québec.ca/YOUTHvaccine

While some symptoms of COVID-19 may seem mild, 
others—like shortness of breath—can last for months.  

Even though children are less at risk of developing  
complications, they can still easily transmit the virus. 

Vaccination is the best way to protect your children 
and their loved ones.

Why should I get my 
child vaccinated if they’re 
at lower risk of 
complications from 
COVID-19 than an adult?
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sothebysrealty.ca | Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK. 
Independently owned & operated. Real estate agency. *Listed price.

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

Prestigious property situated on nearly 2 acres set behind tall, verdant cedars in the heart of downtown 
ensuring absolute privacy. 12 bedrooms, 8 bathrooms & 10 garage spots. MLS 27385401

VILLE-MARIE

Majestic stone mansion built in 1928 by renowned architect Percy Nobbs delivers maximum Golden 
Square Mile pedigree. MLS 12942916

WESTMOUNT

Majestic classical home perched high above the Boulevard | 5+1 bedroom | Double garage | Pool Size Lot

WESTMOUNT

Spectacularly renovated and exquisitely restored mansion on prestigious street. 
 MLS 16556011

WESTMOUNT

5+1 bedroom architectural masterpiece seamlessly marries a beautiful traditional exterior to a 
transitional modern interior, 2 car garage, geothermal. MLS 28201966

WESTMOUNT

Luxurious magazine worthy Westmount residence

$31,000,000

$6,900,000

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK

Alfee Kaufman, Real Estate Broker - Lindsay Hart, Real Estate Broker - Liza Kaufman, Certified Real Estate Broker - Andrew Hops, Residential Real Estate Broker

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency. *With conditions. As per Centris.KAUFMAN GROUP

514.379.1333
kaufmangroup@sothebysrealty.ca

Follow us on

"Wishing all of our clients, friends and 
colleagues a wonderful Holiday Season.

Working with you this record-breaking 
year has been a joy and a privilege.

Looking forward to an even better 
New Year !"

The Kaufman Group

$9,250,000

$11,750,000

RECENTLY PURCHASED RECENTLY PURCHASED

$6,400,000
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KAUFMANGROUP.CA KAUFMAN GROUP

$1.8 B
TOTAL SALES VOLUME

40
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

118 M
ANNUAL WEB VIEWS*

100%

DEDICATED TO YOU
*sothebysrealty.comSince 2008

THE RITZ CARLTON RESIDENCES
Spectacular corner unit with views of the mountain and 

the museum. MLS 18740099

$4,500,000

WESTMOUNT
Well maintained & unique turn of the century 

duplex with a bachelor unit in the basement, is a 
rare opportunity. MLS 12280769

$2,095,000

NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE
Unique, well maintained home located in the heart 

of the Monkland village. MLS 14834804

INTRODUCING

$1,595,000
WESTMOUNT

Lovely well maintained 4+1 bedroom home ideally 
located in the heart of middle-Westmount. 

MLS 24711315

$2,695,000

INTRODUCING

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Stunning renovated Condo at Cours de 

l'Ambassade, in the heart of the 
Golden Square Mile. MLS 24987004

$1,125,000

INTRODUCING

WESTMOUNT
Great opportunity in the heart of lower 

Westmount, this triplex is the perfect blank canvas 
for anyone looking for a project. MLS 23284021

$1,399,000

INTRODUCING

VILLE-MARIE
Ideally located in the prestigious UNITY II 

complex, this large two-storey 1+1 bedroom & 1+1 
bathroom corner unit has it all. MLS 12522987

$875,000

INTRODUCING

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
Beautiful large semi-detached nestled on one of 

the most desirable streets. MLS 25155772

$2,450,000

INTRODUCING

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Golden square mile townhouse with roof top terrace 

and 2 car garage. MLS 21376355

$2,250,000

INTRODUCING

WESTMOUNT
Beautifully renovated and charming Victorian 

cottage perfectly located on a quiet cul-de-sac in 
the heart of the flats of Westmount. MLS 25188515

$1,398,000

INTRODUCING

VILLE-MARIE | M SUR LA MONTAGNE
Beautifully appointed 2 bedroom plus den 

apartment at M sur la Montagne situated within a 
private gated park. MLS 12999166

$2,999,000 or $15,000/mo

WESTMOUNT
Ideally located fabulous townhouse offers soaring 

ceilings, 3 bdrm, 3+1 bath, finished basement, 
integrated garage, an elevator and more! MLS 28918755

RECENTLY REDUCED

$1,898,000

VILLE-MARIE
Stunning renovated condo in the prestigious 

Gleneagles with panoramic views. MLS 19075151

$2,450,000

MONTREAL
Fully renovated corner townhouse exclusively located 

on a quiet street steps from Beaver Lake & a stone 
throw from the heart of downtown. MLS 26793876

$1,799,000

WESTMOUNT
Victoria Village large duplex with garden. 

MLS 10528638

$2,600,000

WESTMOUNT
Ideally located in the heart of Victoria Village | 4+1 

bedrooms, 2 car driveway. MLS 21179366

$2,395,000
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

Co-owner Lieberman: space is larger 

Argo Bookshop ‘sails’ a little further from Westmount 
By Martin C. Barry 

The good news is that Montreal’s oldest 
English-language independent bookstore 
is under a new roof after completing a 
move to a new St. Catherine St. locale. 

However, since Argo Bookshop’s new 
address at 1841-A St. Catherine West near 
the edge of downtown is around a block 
further from Westmount, that’s not so 
great. 

Unless, of course, you’re a devoted 
walker. 

Still close 

“We’re still quite nearby,” Argo co-
owner Moti Lieberman, a Westmount resi-
dent, said in an interview with the Indepen-
dent during a re-opening event on Novem-
ber 27, while adding that a good number 
of the store’s customers are Westmounters. 

Founded in 1966, Argo Bookshop was 
situated at 1915 St. Catherine St. West since 
1969. According to Lieberman, the new 
store is twice as big as the old one. The 
larger space was needed because in recent 
years he and co-owner Adele Prevost were 
outgrowing the old locale. 

The new space has allowed them to ex-

pand Argo’s selection, including tripling 
the size of the children’s section, while cre-
ating more room for some of the owners’ 
favourite topics, which include sci-fi and 
fantasy, local authors, social issues, activ-
ism and Japanese literature. 

Bookstores in Westmount 

For several decades, the Double Hook 
on Greene Ave., which closed in 2005, was 
perhaps Westmount’s most celebrated in-
dependent book store. 

Then another local and independent 
 literary mainstay, Nicholas Hoare Books, 
shut its Greene Ave. outlet at the end of 
2012. Babar en Ville, which took over the 
Double Hook locale, closed in 2015. 

So, while the pickings may have become 
slimmer than ever for Westmounters fond 
of reading books purchased locally, some 
it would seem don’t mind walking the extra 
distance to get to an independent book 
store. 

“We have a fair number of people com -
ing over from Westmount to buy from us,” 
said Lieberman, noting that during the 
pandemic they also received many orders 
and made home deliveries to addresses in 
Westmount.

Argo Bookshop co-owner and Westmounter 
Moti Lieberman is seen here on November 27 
in the outlet’s new and larger premises at 1841-
A Saint Catherine St. West in Montreal.
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WESTMOUNT GIFT GUIDE – December 7, 2021 – GG-1

1325 Greene Ave, Westmount 
514 939-0363

Shop our whole collection online:
Magasinez toute notre collection en ligne:

Children’s Shoes - Junior
Chaussures Enfants - Junior

Holiday Gift 
 Guide 2021
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1347 Greene Ave Westmount 514-419-1902 
OPEN MON-FRIDAY 9:30-18:00 SATURDAY 9:30-17:30 SUNDAY NOON-17:00

A Season 
For Celebration 

Wishing All Our Customers 
and Friends a Happy, Healthy 

and Safe Holiday Season. 
May You All Enjoy Festivities 

with Your Loved Ones.

Up to 

50% o  
All our holiday and winter 

collection is in store for you. 
We believe that dressing for 
your lifestyle is about your 
comfort and feeling good.

The tree is lit! 

Mayor Christina Smith and daughter Issy lit the Christmas tree on the lawn of city hall December 
1. See p. 15 for more coverage. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Gift Certificates Available 

Monday-Friday 11-5 
Saturday 10-5 
Sunday 12-5 

4861 Sherbrooke St. 

514-484-5656 

www.courvalfinelingerie.com 

  

� �

�

The Perfect Gift... 
100% Cashmere 

Travel Wrap 

Gift Certificates Available 

Monday-Friday 11-5 
Saturday 10-5 
Sunday 12-5

4863 Sherbrooke St. W., Westmount 
Cheryl@ritsiplus.com 

www.ritsiplus.com – 514-481-8600

� �

� �

Shop Local This Holiday Season Shop Local This Holiday Season
Perfect for the 

Holiday Season 
Ruby Red Chemise & Wrap

�

Akiva students and staff celebrate Hanukah 

Students and staff at the Akiva School gathered in the Kensington Ave. school yard on December 
1, the fourth day of the eight-day Hanukah celebration, to ignite the fifth light on their “hanukkiah” 
candelabrum. (“Hanukkiah” is another word for menorah.) This year, the school retired its 50-year-
old hanukkiah, replacing it with a new one built by students under the direction of Nick Roussos, 
director of STEAM programs and technology at Akiva. Staff from the left are Nick Roussos, director 
of Judaic studies, Tali Sibony, head of school, Rabbi Eric Grossman, and students Nathaniel Aintabi, 
Naomi Altman, Lillian Brethholz, Ali Peres, Dana Avertchekova, Eitan Zur and Michael Mizrahi. 

 Photo: Martin C. Barry.



GG-4 – WESTMOUNT GIFT GUIDE – December 7, 2021

4916 Sherbrooke St. W., Westmount 514 481-1560 
campbellpictureframing@gmail.com – campbellpictureframing.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN: 

• Custom framing • Installations 
• Restoration of oil paintings 
and frames • Conservation 

framing • Laminations

Warmest Holiday Wishes to all our friends & customers

��������	�
�����


��������

�������������		�
��	��
���
���	�����
���������������
�����������

��������

������������	������

���	����
�
�����
���� ���

!�����������������
��

�
���������
���
���	�

How to reduce risk of home fires 
this holiday season 

Safety might not be the first 
thing people think of as the holi-
day season approaches. Faith, cel-
ebrations, decorations, and holi-
day dinners all come to mind 
when considering the holiday sea-
son. But that doesn’t mean safety 
should be left out of holiday plan-
ning. 

Fire safety bears special con-
sideration during the holiday sea-
son, when the prevalence of fire 
hazards like Christmas trees, holi-
day lighting displays and other 
decorative items increase the risk 
for home fires. Such tragedies can 
be averted with a few simple 
safety measures. 
• Tend to your tree. Live Christmas trees 

are awe-inspiring, but they also pose a 
significant fire risk. The National Fire 
Protection Association urges celebrants 
to purchase only healthy trees with fresh, 
green needles that do not fall off when 
touched. Such trees are less likely to dry 
out, especially when well-watered through -
out the season. Dry trees can catch fire 
more easily than healthy ones if embers 
from nearby fireplaces or candles drift in 
their direction. 

• Recognize that location matters when 
decorating. The NFPA notes that Christ-
mas trees should always be placed at least 
three feet away from any heat source, in-
cluding fireplaces, space heaters, heat 
vents, candles, and even overhead lights. 
If decorating with candles, never place 
them on the tree or on tables where other 
flammable decorations have already been 
placed. Hanukah menorahs should never 
be placed near curtains or other decora-
tions. 

• Turn off all lights and extinguish all lit 
decorative items when leaving the home 
or going to bed. Lit candles and meno-
rahs should never be left unattended. The 

NFPA recommends turning tree lights 
and exterior decorative lights off when 
leaving the home or going to bed. 

• Utilize a fire screen on fireplaces. Embers 
can catch on trees, decorations or any-
thing else that’s flammable if they escape 
the fireplace. Fire screens prevent that 
from happening by ensuring embers 
from burning logs stay in the fireplace. 
Like candles and menorahs, fires burning 
in a fireplace should never be left unat-
tended. Make sure all embers have been 
extinguished before leaving the home or 
going to bed. 

• Keep discarded trees away from your 
home. A 2014 analysis from the NFPA 
found that none of the 10 days with the 
largest share of Christmas tree fires were 
before Christmas. Dried out trees still 
pose a fire risk even after they’ve been re-
moved from a home. When discarding a 
tree at the end of the holiday season, place 
it at the curb or keep it a safe distance 
away from your home and garage until 
you can. 

Fire safety measures are an important 
component of the holiday season that can 
prevent this joyous time of year from turn-
ing tragic.
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RReesseerrvvee  yyoouurr  ffrreesshh,,  
ggrraaiinn--ffeedd  ttuurrkkeeyy  
ffoorr  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayyss

Your neighbourhood health food store

Fresh, 
local, 

organic 
food

330A 
Victoria 

514-369-1888

Serving Westmount since 2009

Kindling the flame 

Rabbi Lisa Grushcow of Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom lights a candle from the Flame of Hope, 
as Mayor Christina Smith looks on. See p. 18 for more coverage. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Collange 
L I N G E R I E

1379 ave. Greene 
Westmount 

514 285-8525

Come and see 
our cozy pjs! 

Happy 
Holidays

Exceptionally 
open on 

Sunday Dec.19 
from 12 to 5

Christmas tree tips and tricks 

Christmas trees are an iconic symbol of 
the holiday season. Whether they are per-
sonal trees nestled in the corner of a living 
room for families to enjoy or towering 
evergreens serving as the focal point of a 
town square, Christmas trees are a wonder 
to behold. 

Many people have fond memories of 
time spent around the Christmas tree shar-
ing gifts and family traditions. Live trees 
and their pine-like aroma can be especially 
nostalgic trees to include in holiday plans. 
The National Christmas Tree Association 
says that approximately 25 to 30 million 
real Christmas trees are sold in the United 
States every year. North American trees 
hail from all 50 states and areas of Canada. 

While freshly cut trees can be particu-
larly beautiful and aromatic additions to 
the season, they require a bit more work 
than artificial trees in order to remain 
beautiful and thrive throughout the holiday 
season. Maintenance can help keep Christ-
mas trees as perfect as possible. 

• Even though it is tempting to buy a real 
tree as early as possible, their shelf life is 
limited even with the best care. Dural 
Christmas Tree Farm advises that, under 
the best conditions, a real tree should last 
up to four weeks before drying out. 

• Consider the needles when looking for a 
real tree. Pull your hand toward your 
body along the branches. If many needles 
fall off, the tree is past its peak. 

• Think about the room in which the tree 
will be located. Leave at least 6 inches be-

tween the tip of the tree and the ceiling, 
accounting for the height of the tree stand 
as well. 

• If needle retention is a goal, the Scotch 
pine variety has the best needle retention 
and a high survival rate, lending to its 
popularity, offers Precision Tree and 
Landscape. Douglas fir and balsam fir are 
other durable trees. 

• If possible, buy a freshly cut tree from a 
reputable nursery or tree farm, advises 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac. Many pre-
cut trees sold elsewhere were likely cut 
weeks before and may not be fresh. 

• Cut the bottom of the tree trunk before 
bringing it home to facilitate the uptake 
of fresh water daily. Trees can absorb as 
much as a gallon of water in a day, so 
make sure the tree gets fresh water every 
day. 

• Keep trees away from as many heat 
sources as possible and away from direct 
sunlight to prolong longevity. 

• According to Karabin Farms in Connec-
ticut, to make a Christmas tree last long -
er, boil a gallon of water and then dissolve 
one cup of sugar in the water. Allow to 
cool. After freshly cutting the trunk, pour 
in the warm sugar water. Continue to add 
fresh, cool, plain water to the tree stand 
afterward. 

Once needles begin to fall off with fre-
quency, the tree is reaching its prime. Re-
move it so it does not become a fire hazard. 

Freshly cut Christmas trees are farmed specifically for the holiday season and support local econ-
omies. They also tend to last a bit longer than pre-cut trees available elsewhere.
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Accessories are the exclamation point of a woman’s oufit.
1350 Greene Ave. 514.935.8389 @emma_boutique
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How to care for fresh holiday wreaths 
Majestic Christmas trees garner the 

lion’s share of the decorative fanfare when 
the holidays arrive. Trees may be the focal 
points of holiday decor, but the humble 
wreath adorning the front door is the first 
decoration guests are likely to see when 
visiting a home. 

Wreaths may need some care to main-
tain their beauty all month long. Here are 
some tips to help holiday wreaths last as 
long as possible. 

When shopping for a wreath, choose 
freshly cut greenery that you assemble 
yourself; otherwise, look for wreaths made 
from freshly cut boughs with their foliage 
intact. Make sure not too many needles or 
leaves are falling off. Heavily decorated, 
preassembled wreaths may be convenient, 
but ornaments can make it challenging to 
give the wreath the moisture it needs. 

Access to moisture will help to keep the 
wreath fresh. While a Christmas tree trunk 
may sit inside of a stand filled with water, 
wreaths require a little ingenuity. Accord-
ing to the wreath and garland retailer Club 
Botanic, if you will not be hanging a freshly 
purchased wreath right away, keep it in a 
plastic liner in a cool, dark place to help it 
retain moisture. Just make sure you don’t 
seal that liner closed. Before hanging, lay 
the wreath in a couple of inches of water 

for about an hour or up to a day so that the 
cut stems can soak up water. 

Once the wreath is hanging on a door 
or elsewhere, spritz it with water every few 
days to prevent it from drying out. 

Where you hang the wreath is key to its 
longevity. Wreaths and garlands hung in-
doors likely won’t last as long as those 
hung outside, advises the floral retailer 
Bouqs.com. Evergreen boughs tend to 
require a colder climate to thrive, and in-
door heat can prematurely zap moisture 
from the wreath. Using a humidifier in-
doors or misting the wreath may help. 

It’s probably best to hang fresh wreaths 
outdoors, but avoid direct sunlight, which 
can dry out the greenery. Slightly shaded 
spots are best. If your front door is bathed 
in full sun for hours, hang an artificial 
wreath there instead of a fresh one. 

Another factor that can affect the wreath’s 
longevity is an ample flow of oxygen. 
Wreaths tend to last much longer when 
kept on an outer door, indicates Harbor 
Farm in Ellsworth, ME. Wreaths sand-
wiched between a front door and a storm 
door will probably perish faster due to lack 
of oxygen. 

Following these tips can help keep fresh 
wreaths as vibrant as the day they were 
brought home.
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Mountainside 
United Church 

We invite you to celebrate with us 
in the Sanctuary on the Boulevard. 
Join us for special Christmas music 

in the beautiful historic building 
we have called home. 

Sunday, December 12th 10:30 am Advent III JOY 
Sunday, December 19th 10:30 am Advent IV LOVE 

Friday, December 24th 7:30 pm Christmas Eve 
Holy Communion 

687 Roslyn Avenue,Westmount 
In person or online. For details see our website 

www.mountainsideunited.ca or call church o ce 514-486-1165

Estate’s heirs are Concordia, McGill, Hebrew Univ. 

Max Stern art works slowly being recovered, Epstein tells Rotarians 
By Martin C. Barry 

It’s not easy to explain in less than 20 
minutes a story that began more than 80 
years ago about a family of art dealers from 
Germany that came to Montreal following 
World War II after most of its treasures 
had been forcibly sold off or confiscated. 

But that’s what Clarence Epstein did on 
November 24, as he explained during the 
Rotary Club of Westmount’s weekly web-
cast the events leading up to the creation 
nearly 20 years ago of the Max Stern Art 
Restitution Project. 

Three universities collaborating 

The project, a collaboration between 
Concordia and McGill universities in Mon-
treal and Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
in Israel, seeks to return art pieces orig-
inally owned by the late art dealer Max 
Stern. 

The three institutions inherited the bulk 
of Stern’s art collection when Stern, long-
time owner of the Dominion Gallery in 
Montreal, passed away in 1987. 

Epstein is an expert in looted art, art res-
titution and art collection management. 
He formerly served as the executive-direc-

tor of the Max and Iris Stern Foundation, 
and was also a member of the federal gov-
ernment’s Canadian Cultural Property Ex-
port Review board. 

The Stern family had managed by the 
1930s to build up one of northern Germa-
ny’s most successful art dealerships, when 
the National Socialist (Nazi) movement 
came to power and suppressed the rights 
of Jews to work in professions. 

In 1934, when Max Stern inherited the 
family’s gallery in Düsseldorf, he received 
a letter from Germany’s Secret State Police 
(Gestapo), notifying him that as a Jew he 
was no longer allowed to work as an art 
dealer and was required to close his gallery 
and sell his art. 

In 1938, he left Germany with just a 
suitcase and a few belongings and lived for 
a few years in England. There, he and his 
sister tried to set up a new gallery, although 
they encountered anti-German discrimi-
nation as World War II broke out. 

Interned at first in prison camps in the 
UK, he was sent to Canada where camps 
had also been set up. 

Thanks to a letter of recommendation 
from the Birks family, Stern was released 
from an internment camp in Quebec. He 

made his way to Montreal where he was 
hired as the director of the Dominion Gal-
lery, eventually becoming the owner. 

Epstein maintained that while Max 
Stern “had moved beyond” the fortune in 
art he was forced to part with, after Stern’s 
death the contents of Stern’s archives led 
researchers to the realization “there was a 

period of unfinished business” and some 
obligations that should be pursued. 

From the outset, those leading the res-
titution project found themselves chal-
lenged by complex art ownership issues, 
which were sometimes politicized. A turn-
ing point came when a US court ruled re-
garding a work, forcibly sold by Stern and 
later acquired by a German baroness, that 
“a stolen work of art is always considered 
stolen,” Epstein said. 

US court: Stolen remains stolen 

“No matter where you transport it, no 
matter how long it takes, it still falls outside 
the statute of limitations, and a forced sale 
is equivalent to a stolen work. And that has 
become the foundation stone for the pro-
ject.” 

Since then, research has revealed that 
upwards of 40 paintings originally owned 
by Stern have circulated over the past four 
decades on the art market, usually through 
major auction houses located in Germany. 
To date, nearly a dozen works have been 
recovered at a rate of one or two a year. “We 
are making headway, but it is slow,” said 
Epstein.

Clarence Epstein, an expert in looted art and art 
restitution, explained the Max Stern Art Restitu-
tion Project to the Westmount Rotarians during 
their November 24 webcast.
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Opt-in rule needed 
for Publisac 

Many or most companies are making 
the move to paperless. Invoices are sent by 
email and paper copies need to be request -
ed. All small contributions to the environ-
ment. I believe Publisac should follow suit. 
The pile of circulars left at my door in a 
plastic bag must stop. The solution that 
now exists is to install an unsightly sign in 
a visible location. Ridiculous. 

If anything, Westmount should impose 
the reverse: put up a sign supplied by Pub-
lisac if you want it. Let’s do a small part for 
the environment. I suggest Westmount adopt 
this way of functioning. Anyone agree? 

Fed up of junk mail, 
Karen McAuley, Argyle Ave. 

Thank you, Cllr. Kez, 
for District 8 info 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Councillor Kez for her annual Dis-
trict 8 bulletins, which were very much ap-
preciated as they were very informative in 
keeping residents up to date on what was 
happening in our district. 

As I am someone who appreciates 
numbers, her annual detailed reviews and 
explanations of the city’s audited reports 
were most informative. 

In all my years of living here, I have not 
seen a councillor make such an effort to 
keep residents informed. I am very happy 

she was re-elected as we need represen-
tatives who are as responsive to her con-
stituents as she has been. I am sure many 
others will also. 

Richard Schultz, Clandeboye Ave. 

Honour Garneau, part 2 
To echo your letter from Mark Lalonde 

and Valeri Schwartz (November 9, p. 6), 
Marc Garneau was my favourite politician 
for years. He was the best there could ever 
be: intelligent and fair towards any situ-
ation. 

Of course, I always voted for him and 
PM Trudeau cashed in on that vote. But 
now I am feeling very cheated. Marc Gar-
neau was taken away from me, on purpose 
[when he was removed from cabinet]. But 
why? 

“Parc Marc Garneau” in the heart of our 
beautiful Westmount sounds good to me. 
But we will miss this great man – in person 
– forever. 

Thank you for serving Canadians so 
well. You have our hearts, Monsieur Gar-
neau. 

Adeleheid Loesecke, Hillside Ave.
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We are Westmount 
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David Price: 514.935.4537 
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Tender price includes much more than concrete 

Cost of splash pad ‘concrete’ 
raised at council meeting 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Why was the cost of the splash pad in 
Stayner Park so much higher than the 
costs of concrete reported on the internet 
for pools, city council was asked November 
15 by Fred Girvan of Victoria Ave. 

Calculating the amount of concrete per 
square metre that would have been used 
in the splash pad approved by the city May 
3, he wondered how a future product of 
this type would be priced. 

The approved tender for the splash pad 
had been given to the lowest bidder, Mayor 
Christina Smith replied. According to city 
council documents, this had been $377,171 
including taxes, which in this case, had 
been the lower of two bids. The higher one 
was $449,966 including taxes. “The prod-

uct is very well used,” she said of the splash 
pad. 

Councillor Kathleen Kez, who repre-
sents District 8 where the park is located, 
said that in the case of a splash pad, for 
example, there was all the underground 
plumbing that also had to be considered 
in addition to the concrete. 

In fact, background documents for the 
Stayner splash pad stated that the tender 
costs included demolition of the existing 
one plus excavation, disposal and transpor-
tation of soils, abandonment of the existing 
water and sewer connection as well as the 
installation of new services. These in-
cluded a new electrical connection, new 
drainage system and a new foundation. 
Then came the concrete and concrete sur-
face.

Correction 
A letter in our November 30 edition (p. 

14) wrongly identified the background of 
the late Elisapee Pootoogook. She was in 
fact an Inuk, the singular of Inuit. – DP.

Now we know what the ‘D’ stood for 

Renovations of the former Gascogne site on Sherbrooke near Grosvenor have been under way for 
some time, with only a mysterious “D” to identify the new tenant. We now know it is for a restaurant, 
Donato, as seen December 4. Gascogne closed on January 3, 2019 (January 16, p. 26). 

Photo: Independent.
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Tree is illuminated at outdoor gathering 

City’s Christmastime continues on city hall lawn 
By Ralph Thompson 

Those attending this year’s Christmas 
tree lighting in front of city hall, December 
1 at 6 pm, were given a special treat. The 
city’s “elves” had been very busy coopting 

singers, instrumentalists and smart 
phones to provide lots of seasonal music. 

Donna Lach, assistant director of the li-
brary and community events, calmed 
down the crowd and introduced Mayor 
Christina Smith, who wasted no time in 

starting a countdown to the tree lighting, 
with daughter Issy assisting. 

(See p. GG-2 for a photo). 
The music ensemble Association musi-

cale de LaSalle, comprising trombones, 
saxophone and flute, then provided sooth-

ing background music while drinks, cream 
cup cakes and cookies were served. Finally, 
Seraphim, a well-known Montreal chamber 
choir, sang a number of Christmas songs 
a cappella. The event was attended by about 
100 people.

Above, some of the attendees. Right, Ira Sokolov 
accompanied her 7-to-9 and 10-to-13 year old 
classes with rousing Christmas songs. Below, 
The city’s “elves,” aka Community Events staff 
members Emily Gamble, Melissa  Denis-
Daigneault, Claude Danis, Donna Lach and Ron 
Harris, took a quick break from the set-up for a 
selfie.
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Golden Brandy 

A delight, Brandy is a friendly and play-
ful hunk of love. 

He is a treasure of silly antics, hilarious 
and affectionate in so many ways. He is 
presently enjoying his time in a foster 
family for Gerdy’s Rescues and Adoptions, 
where he is playing in the fenced backyard 
with the family’s two dogs and is interested 
in cats as well. 

He is a typical golden, treat motivated 

and a good eater. His lifestyle before join-
ing his foster family was more sedate, so 
now he is keen on lots of exercise, getting 
back into shape and being out on leash, 
where his excitement is evident. 

A very healthy and happy-to-greet-every-
one six-year-old, he is up to date with his 
inoculations, neutered and microchipped. 
Brandy will do very well in an adult family 
with someone at home for work or part-
time for company, ensuring the best bond-
ing to work on his training as a team. If 
you would like more information of 
Brandy, please send an email to info@ger-
dysrescue.org for more information on 
him and, yes, more great photographs! 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Oscar, and catnip mice 

Oscar is, bar none, one of the most stun-
ningly handsome male longhairs that I 
have ever seen. 

Majestic and serene, he is a loving and 
playful presence while he is waiting for a 
forever family. 

He is presently is foster care for the 
grassroots animal rescue Gerdy’s Rescues 
& Adoptions, where his foster mum re-
ports that he is calm, quiet, sweet, and will 
do anything for food …… 

Such a healthy three-year-old, he is up 
to date with his vaccinations, neutered and 
microchipped. If you would like more in-
formation on precious Oscar, please send 
an email directly to info@gerdysrescue.org 
and you will be contacted with more in-
formation and more photographs of this 
very handsome fellow. 

Mice galore 

Here is a colourful seasonal selection of 
handknitted catnip mice, which are now 
the Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions classics 

that our cats adore and have such hilarious 
fun with. 

Year after year, a great holiday gift idea 
as well, with the added 
warmth of knowing that 
each purchase is a fundrais-
ing contribution. Adorable 
artistic handknitted mice, 
with a plump tummy filled 
with fragrant catnip, are 
available right now for $10 
each at Little Bear Pet Sup -
plies (4152 St. Catherine St., 
corner Greene Ave.), Hôpital 
Vétérinaire Général MB 
(3400 St. Antoine St., corner 
Greene Ave.), Doghaus (5671 
Sherbrooke St. W. in NDG, 
corner Harvard Ave.). 

Go quickly! There are 
such beautiful selections! 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Snow Shovelling & Yard Work 

Snow shovelling, raking leaves, yard & garden cleanup, adding 
mulch. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

For Sale 

Beautiful Murano mirror for sale 126cm X 84cm 438-885-2082. 

Parking Spot Needed 

Looking for a parking spot near Lansdowne and Sherbrooke to 
rent or could do work, run errands in exchange. Gary 438-321-
4202.

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

We do restoration of: 
� Sterling � Silverware 

� Door Hardware 
� Antique objects & more 

Repair your valuables. Quality work. 
Polishing, Plating & Protection. 

ART & MÉTAUX 
514-495-1258 

Visit our website for full details: 
artetmetaux.com

SILVERSMITH

REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles
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Theresa Foundation helps Malawi, Lambert tells Rotarians 
By Martin C. Barry 

In the wake of HIV/AIDS epidemic in 
southern Africa, grandmothers buried 
their own children while also struggling to 
ensure the survival of their grandchildren. 

In 2006 in Montreal, Thérèse Bourque 
Lambert felt moved by their resilience, feel-
ing that she could not ignore their struggle, 
while wanting to do something direct and 
local but small at the same time. 

She reached out to a long-time family 
friend, a development officer posted in Ma-
lawi with the Canadian International De-
velopment Agency, and “tasked” him with 
finding a project to support grandmothers 
and their grandchildren that could be sus-
tained from Montreal. 

Thus in 2007, after an eight-month 
search and after examining many applica-
tions, the tiny village of Mnjale located in 
central Malawi was chosen as the focus. 
Since then, projects have benefited 
hundreds of grandmothers and orphans of 
the African AIDS epidemic in three villages 
in Malawi under the Theresa Foundation. 

Brian Lambert, a long-time Westmount -
er and the son of Thérèse Bourque-Lam-
bert, explained the foundation’s mission 
and purpose to members of the Rotary 

Club of Westmount during their webcast 
meeting on November 3. 

Lambert said the prevalence of HIV/
AIDS in Malawi is around 35 times greater 

than in Canada. In addition, it strikes 
women in Malawi to a much larger extent. 
Even today, the country has one of the high-
est HIV/AIDS prevalences in the world. 

He said Malawi, a mostly agricultural 
and impoverished nation, was chosen be-
cause of its neediness, as well as the fact 
that it is one of Africa’s most stable and 
peaceful nations. 

In addition to support related directly 
to HIV/AIDS, part of the Theresa Founda-
tion’s mission each year now is to provide 
seeds and fertilizer to grandmothers. In 
fact, supplying fertilizer has become the 
single biggest item in the foundation’s an-
nual budget, Lambert said. 

For their part, the orphans benefit from 
many of the same things as the grand-
mothers, including a community centre 
that was built by the foundation. 

As well, there is now a kindergarten at 
the community centre, where a protein 
supplement is fed to the children to pre-
vent malnutrition. 

Since the loss of the CIDA connection 
in 2010 when Canada’s aid program to Ma-
lawi came to an end and the family friend 
left the country, the Montreal-based 
Mission ary Sisters of Immaculate Concep-
tion stepped in and agreed to continue pro-
viding oversight and management on the 
ground.

Brian Lambert, a long-time Westmounter and son of Thérèse Bourque-Lambert, explained the 
Theresa Foundation’s work in Malawi to the Westmount Rotarians on November 3.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

Second day of Hanukah 

Flame of Hope 
comes to Westmount 
By Ralph Thompson 

The city welcomed people of all faiths 
and backgrounds to city hall November 29 
at 5 pm to illuminate the second candle of 
its menorah. 

The event, in collaboration with Con-
gregation Shaar Hashomayim and Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, included prayers 

and songs, along with latkes, jelly dough-
nuts and drinks. Vaccine passports had 
originally been mandated but that was 
dropped at the last minute because it was 
solely an outdoor event. 

There was also a very special visitor, the 
Flame of Hope, flown in courtesy of Aus-
trian Airlines. Two flight 
attendants, Wolfgang 

Austrian Airlines flight attendants Schuetzl Thomas (left) and Wolfgang Kerndler with the Flame 
of Hope.

Rabbi Scheier (left) and Rabbi Grushcow light the first two candles in their menorahs as councillors 
Conrad Peart, left, and Matt Aronson look on.

About the Flame of Hope 
Provided by Lawrence Lefcort, 
North American coordinator 

The Flame of Hope project was 
founded to bring healing and justice to 
some of the darkest places and most 
dangerous situations in the world. The 
flame is an international peace symbol 
that unifies the most historical flames 
from around the world into one flame. 
It includes: 

1. The Hiroshima Flame (taken from 
the embers of the atomic bomb that 
destroyed Hiroshima on August 6, 
1945), 

2. The legendary Spirit Flame of Hon-
ganji (the largest Buddhist school in 
Japan, which has been kept burning 
for 400 years), 

3. The Nagasaki Flame of Commitment 
brought from Olympia, Greece, 

4. The Eternal Flame of the Yad Vashem 
Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem, 

5. The Flame of Peace from the Nativity 
Church in Bethlehem, 

6. The lights of Lourdes from the Grotto 
of apparitions, France, 

7. Blessings of the botafumeiro from the 

cathedral Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain. 
More than 85,000 people across the 

world have added their wishes and 
prayers to the flame, wishing for peace, 
justice and a bright future. This year the 
flame will light Hanukah menorahs at 
synagogues in Tokyo, Jerusalem and 
Montreal to remember and give light to 
people who have been oppressed in the 
past and the present day. 

The flame aims to provide light to 
people who have been and are being 
persecuted, and sow the seeds of hope 
to resolve the world’s most challenging 
issues, including achieving peace in the 
Middle East, ending human trafficking, 
eliminating environmental degradation 
and stopping religious discrimination. 

The flame is supported by other no-
table thought-leaders, including former 
prime minister of Japan Mr. Yukio Ha-
toyama; Dr. Arun Gandhi, grandson of 
Mahatma Gandhi, and Clifton Truman 
Daniel, the grandson of President Harry 
Truman. In January 2022, the Flame of 
Hope will visit The Martin Luther King 
Center in Atlanta, Georgia to be unified 
with the centre’s Eternal Flame.

continued on p. 19



Kerndler and Schuetzl Thomas, had ac-
companied it, contained in two Davy 
lamps, on a flight from Vienna to Montreal 
that same day. 

Transporting a flame on an airplane 
need ed to “overcome a number of regula-
tory hurdles,” said Kerndler. The attendants 
sat with fire extinguishers by their sides. 

The flames in the lamps were direct 
“descendants” of the original flame created 
in Tokyo in 2019 and also in Jerusalem (see 
sidebar, p. 18). 

Julie-Anne Cardella, director of the 
Westmount Public Library and of Commu-
nity Events, brought the crowd to order and 

introduced Mayor Christina Smith, who 
welcomed everyone to celebrate “a little bit 
of getting back to normal.” 

Remembering Father Walsh 

Rabbi Scheier of Congregation Shaar 
Hashomayim began the story of Hanukah 
and the menorah and Rabbi Grushcow of 
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom continued 
it. Grushcow also asked everyone to re-
member Father John Walsh, who passed 
away last year, and used his menorah dur-
ing the ceremony. 

Grushcow lit her shammash (the ninth 
raised candle of a menorah) from the 

Flame of Hope and passed the flame onto 
Rabbi Scheier. 

(See p. GG-5 for a photo). 
They both lit the candles with some dif-

ficulty as the brisk breeze fluttered the 
flames. 

After a few songs and prayers, Lawrence 
Lefcort from the Flame of Hope committee 
was introduced. His message was “One 
Earth, One Prayer, One Flame.” To date, 
85,000 people from around the world have 
added their wishes and prayers to the 
flame. 

Finally, the second bulb on the city’s 
large menorah was illuminated.
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514-933-4141
Serving Westmount and 

Montreal families with the 
highest quality of homecare. 

At home, in residences, in 
hospitals for over 20 years.

We compound medication for your pet 
Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes, 

liquids, creams). It s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food! 

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI 
Pharmacy  

5025 Sherbrooke W. (between Claremont & Grey) Suite 102 
(ground floor entrance) H4A 1S9 – 514 484 2222

NEALY BEAUTE elle & lui 
SINCE 1990 We have moved in with 

Illusions Concept 348A Victoria Ave 
one floor up, corner Somerville Ave. 

514.482.9616 
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

BEAUTY by NEALY 
We are open! 

And following all 
protocols to create 

a safer environment. 
Please call Nealy to book 

your appointment. 

Bon courage • Be safeNealy Chea

Lawrence Lefcort, in white, North American Coordinator for the Flame of Hope, explains the purpose of the flame as an international peace symbol. WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com
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Residential | Commercial 
• Free estimate 

• 24-hr monitoring 
• Fully licensed 

• Alarm/cameras 
25 years in business

Achetez vos billetsAchetez vos billets
Buy Tickets OnlineBuy Tickets Online

SCANNEZ

ENCAN ET TIRAGE VIRTUEL DES CÈDRES
CEDARS VIRTUAL AUCTION AND RAFFLE

Billet / Ticket
175 $

PRIX / PRIZE 1
CHOPARD MILLE MIGLIA

CHOPARD IMPERIALE
VALEUR : 35 412 $ (taxes incl.)

PRIX EN ESPÈCES / 
CASH PRIZES

50 000 $

Au bénéfice du programme 
d’oncologie psychosociale du CUSM

Benefitting the Psychosocial 
Oncology Program at the MUHC

cedars.ca
514-656-6662, ext. 228 

RACJ 431774-1

TIRAGE / DRAW
Mardi 14 décembre 2021

Tuesday, December 14, 2021
20H30 / 8:30 PM

Dr. Guttman receives 
HRF medal of honour 

The Health Research Foundation (HRF) 
of Innovative Medicines Canada awarded 
its medal of honour to former West-
mounter Dr. Astrid Guttmann on Novem-
ber 24. Guttmann is a physician and senior 
scientist in the Child Health Evaluative 
Sciences (CHES) program at Toronto’s The 
Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids) and 
a senior scientist and chief science officer 
at ICES. 

She specializes in health systems per-
formance and policy evaluation related to 
the care of children and youth. Her re-
search focuses on the use of population-
based administrative data to improve 
health outcomes for children and youth 
facing a variety of complex disorders. 

Guttmann will receive $20,000, which 
she chose to donate to SickKids. The funds 
will support summer students from under-
represented communities at SickKids Re-
search Institute. 

Since 1945, the HRF medal of honour 
has been awarded annually to exceptional 
individuals whose work or contribution to 
public policies in support of research and 
development in Canada have achieved in-
ternational recognition, including Dr. 
Charles Best for his co-discovery of insulin. 
– VR. 

New friends?
Indie’s 
holiday 

schedule 

December 14 – issue 

December 21 & 28, 
and January 4 – 

no issues 

January 11 & following 
– issues
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Gift baskets galore, for all occasions 

The upside of the persistent pandemic 
(I try to look on the bright side…!) is that 
entrepreneurs are appearing with inno-
vative ideas. I recently met a local mother 
and daughter who have done just that. 

Jackie Yermus was a shoe designer with 
ALDO. Then COVID came. Having lost 
her position, she joined forces with her 
mother Liz Yermus. Today, they have a 
great service: gift baskets of all kinds. 

“We can go from small scale to the more 
extensive range for corporations and wed-
ding planners – and of course the holi-
days,” noted Liz. 

Jackie stressed that their suppliers are 
local. “For example, we have super spices 
from Montreal-based Kanel and alpaca 
throws from Pokoloko, which is in the 
Gatineau.” 

Furthermore, they deliver, free. “We 
drive all over Montreal!” 

They launched with home-made tie-
dyed masks, which sold out immediately. 

“We donated $2 from each one sold and 
raised $500 for Auberge Shalom. Now 

Mandy’s carries our masks and $2 from 
each sale is donated to the Welcome Col-
lective.” 

In November, they supported the ICRF 
Women of Action fundraiser. Having 
open ed a mere year ago, their service is 
driven by social media – Instagram in par-
ticular. 

Their website lists the range of products 
offered under various themes: “Books,” 
“For Him,” “Baby & Kids,” “Holiday” and 
“Homeware,” for example. 

Like many future super-success stories, 
the dynamic duo works out of home. “Our 
basement is full of things to pack,” laughs 
Liz. 

Luckily the family business has lots of 
help. Jackie’s son Jacob Roberts (7) loves to 
assist, as does his cousin Ben Roberts (10). 

Presentationsgifts.com

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave

Jackie Yermus and Liz Yermus.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 

am to be considered for publication the 
following week. 

email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com



Public Security brings ‘Giving Tuesday’ to the streets 

By Ralph Thompson 

Public Security set up giving booths on 
Greene November 28 and on Victoria No-
vember 30, the internationally recognized 
day of providing help to hungry families: 
Giving Tuesday. 

See p. 1 for the unit’s results. 
Public Security assistant director and 

food basket coordinator Kimberly Colqu-
houn also explained that monetary dona-
tions can be made online (westmount.org/
en/food-drive/) and in-kind ones dropped 
off by December 10 at municipal buildings, 
including the Westmount recreation centre 

(WRC) to the attendant at the Academy Rd. 
entrance Monday to Friday, 3 pm to 10 pm, 
and Saturday and Sunday, 9 am to 4:30 pm. 

Boxes will then be put together for 
needy local families as recommended by 
the CLSC Metro, all the while respecting 
allergies and gluten-free needs, along with 
gift cards for supermarkets and phar-
macies for delivery after December 17.
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RESTAURANT 

SEAFOOD ASSIAN CUISINE

4050 ST-CATHERINE W H3Z 1P2 
514.935.9478  514.935.9956 

HapPy Holidays! 
we deliver in Westmount

Public Security’s booth outside 5 Saisons on Greene Ave. November 28, before the city and Chabad 
Westmount’s menorah lighting (see November 30, p. 1).

From left, on Victoria Ave. in front of the Metro grocery store November 30, Councillor Mary Gallery, 
parking inspector Jordan Ciampini, former councillor Cynthia Lulham, Councillor Anitra Bostock, 
Mayor Christina Smith, Councillor Kathleen Kez and public safety officer Troy Graggs. 

Left-hand photo: Veronica Redgrave; right-hand photo: Ralph Thompson.

ORGANIZE! 
We reject Bill 96 

 Please join 

The Committee to 
Disallow Bill 96 

www.facebook.com/groups/246296065508834 
The federal power of disallowance over any 

provincial law must be used against the province 
of Quebec’s Bill 96. We – all Canadians – 

must insist upon its use. 

We are asking people to join The Committee 
to Disallow Bill 96 on Facebook.

514-933-4141
Serving Westmount and 

Montreal families with the 
highest quality of homecare. 

At home, in residences, in 
hospitals for over 20 years.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right 
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be 

considered for publication the following week. 
email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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Golden Square Mile
5 PLACE ONTARIO

Westmount
4855 DE MAISONNEUVE W. BLVD., APT 604 

$945,000

Arundel
21 CH. DEER HAVEN

$2,695,000

Golden Square Mile
PORT ROYAL, PH9

Golden Square Mile
PORT ROYAL, APT. 406

$545,000

La Conception
ROUTE DES ÉRABLES

$950,000

Westmount
2/3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE

Westmount
491 ARGYLE AV.

La Conception
222 CH. DES EXPLORATEURS

$785,000+TX

Sainte-Dorothée
331 RUE DES ROSEAUX

$2,575,000

Côte-des-Neiges / NDG
4917–4919 COOLBROOK AV.

$1,595,000

Mont Tremblant
105 CH. DE LA GROSSE-ROCHE

$1,465,000

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

NEW REVENUE 
PROPERTY

80 ACRE
LOT

AMAZING 
DOMAIN

REVENUE 
PROPERTY

CONDITIONAL 
OFFER

NOW AT 
$2,395,000

NOW AT 
$1,950,000

NOW AT 
$1,795,000

CALL US FOR MORE INFOMATION
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