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Sports and Rec registration opens Nov. 23
Four programs make winter
debut for 2021-2022

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Four youth and adult programs are
being introduced by the city’s Sports and
Recreation department for their first
winter season. Registration for these and
many other others opens November 23.

The winter first timers are Groove for
Kids 7-12, creative writing for anyone 10
years and up, as well as recreational bas-
ketball at youth and adult levels, Theatre
Dance, and Ballroom Dancing: Solo Latino
for people without partners.

“Every year, we try to offer what resi-
dents have been asking for,” department
director Dave Lapointe said.

The Solo Latino is being offered in re-
sponse to people wanting it as part of a
trend that has made its way into the com-
petition world, explained Claude Danis,

Mary Calabrese

514.962.5527

AT

com

program and community services coordi-
nator.

“We've had a lot of demand. Apparently,
it’s up and coming in the ballroom dancing
world and even at the competition level,”
she explained.

Recreational basketball was introduced
for the fall session resulting in a “healthy”
waiting list, according to its coordinator,
Andrew Maislin. “In the fall and winter,
there is limited availability to play basket-
ball so we listened to the requests.” When
divided in half, the large gym at West-
mount High, where basketball takes place,
allows for a total of 32 players an hour.

Registration procedures

As of last week, the only change in pro-  \yestmount Toastmasters president Charles Albaut, at the lectern, speaks during the group’s first

cedure for the upcoming

winter registration for continued onp. 5

Usage at 50% vs. pre-pandemic
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Toastmasters are back, in person

a1

in-person post-pandemic meeting at Victoria Hall on November 9. See p.13 for story.

People ‘coming back,’ library gets
colourful new book drops

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

With a gradual return to “normalcy,”
Westmount Public Library’s book drops
have been re-designed and installed No-
vember 9 closer to the Sherbrooke St. door
and with a lively new colourful look.

“We are happy to have the book drops
in their pre-COVID spot under the roof at
the front door as opposed to on the front

lawn where the old ones had been relo-
cated to provide physical distancing,” said
Lora Baiocco, online services and archives
librarian.

“We're opening up more and more, and
putting things back in place,” she said.

The express sign-out near the exit (the
Findlay door) is also working well after its
launch November 1, ex-
plained library director

continued on p. 5
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BRENTWOOD

COLLEGE SCHOOL

#choosetobe

The fact that students choose Brentwood is what makes this place so special. Because when a student truly wants to be here,
and they’re surrounded by a family of like-minded friends and supporters, we believe they can choose to be ... anything.

Admissions Event Nov 28-29 | Montreal | Individual family appointments available
Email clayton.johnston@brentwood.bc.ca to schedule an appointment

Co-ed | Boarding | Day | Grades 8-12 | University Prep | Vancouver Island | BC
www.brentwood.bc.ca
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Two separate incidents, two apprehensions

Suspicious overnight activity leads to
arrest, ticketing of known offenders

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Overnight Public Security patrollers rec-
ognized and followed two known night-
time offenders in separate incidents a few
minutes apart November 3-4.

One was a man already charged with
breaking into vehicles at night, who had
recently been given court conditions not to
go out at night or be in Westmount. The
other was a woman known by Public Se-
curity for trying to enter unlocked vehicles.

“This shows how effective it is to main-
tain patrols 24 hours a day,” said Public Se-
curity director Greg McBain.

Starting at 11:21 pm November 3, an of-
ficer patrolling on Céte St. Antoine Rd.
kept his eye on the man he knew by sight
walking west until he headed into NDG at
Claremont. While confirming the man’s
conditions not to be in Westmount, the of-
ficer received and responded to another
call.

At 12:46 am, however, now November
4, the officer noticed the man returning to
Westmount so parked on Lansdowne to

watch him as he turned north and crossed
Westmount Ave. At that point, police were
called and were guided to the man’s loca-
tion outside civic number 651, where he
was intercepted and arrested. He was
identified as a 51-year-old Montreal resi-
dent.

Woman caught in car

Meanwhile, at 11:59 pm November 3, a
woman described by Public Security offi-
cials as known for stealing from cars was
spotted on Sherbrooke at Redfern trying
door handles of at least five cars before
finding one unlocked in a driveway on
Metcalfe.

While awaiting police, public safety of-
ficers intercepted her in the front seat of
the car rummaging through the glove com-
partment. She was handed over to police
but the car owner decided not to press
charges. Instead, Public Security issued
her a statement of offence (ticket). She was
a Montreal resident.

To read about this incident from the
police’s perspective, see November 9, p. 18.

PSOs arrest graffiti pair after witness
photographs them in action

A Westmount resident spotted two
people writing graffiti on Alexis Nihon
Plaza opposite 4022 St. Catherine Novem-
ber 5 at 10:44 pm and called Public Security,
department officials said.

Officers caught up with the two, a
woman and a man, as they walked along
St. Catherine St. at Metcalfe and police
were called. The witness came to the scene
and identified them. The pair provided
public safety offices with large fat markers
they had used for the graffiti.

When police advised the PSOs they

Ahuntsic-Cartierville
$2,580,000 | MLS 18554128

living space.

Maijestic custom built residence located in the Bois du
Saraguay, 6+1 bedrooms 7+1 bathrooms, geothermal
heating. Over 7,000 sq. ft. of luxuriously appointed

were unable to attend, the two were issued
statements of offence (tickets) under the
Westmount by-law for $152 each. Both
were aged 20. One lived in Westmount, the
other in Montreal.

We welcome your letters
We welcome your letters but reserve the
right to choose and edit them. Please limit
to 300 words and submit before Friday
10 am to be considered for publication
the following week. email us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com

Brigitte Cohen

Residential Real Estate Broker

514.963.5324
bcohen@sothebysrealty.ca

SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA

Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

IT'S ALL ABOUT
THE CLIENT EXPERIENCE

CALL FOR A PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL MEETING TO DISCUSS YOUR REAL ESTATE
NEEDS. INQUIRE ABOUT OUR EXCLUSIVE NON-MLS LISTED PROPERTIES.

514-605-6755

Rochelle Cantor

Real Estate Broker & Advisor

Private Office | Top 10 in Canada

514.605.6755 | rochelle.cantor@evrealestate.com
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CLIENT TESTIMONIAL

“Rochelle went above and beyond to help
us with our specific requests, she was
committed to ensuring that the journey

was a successful and enjoyable one!”

- D. & A, Buyer & Seller, Westmount

HIGHLIGHTED ACHIEVEMENTS

+ Over $750 Million in total sales volume

+ Over 650 homes successfully sold

« Top 10 producing Broker out of 15,000+
« Top 10 Broker Americas’

ENGEL&VOLKERS'
ROCHELLE CANTOR
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Neuro’s ‘Brilliant Night,’ p. 17

InfoWestmount, p. 12

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

Sothebys | Québec
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

Anne-Murle Larve

514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

Le Plateau-Mont-Royal
$2,690,000 | MLS 21474082

Av. du Parc - Ideally located in front of the magnificent
Mont-Royal park. Originally a triplex , now 2 units
on 3 floors with approx 1,700 ft2 per floor. Ideal for
renovator/investor. Top floor ready to rent. 3 Parking.




4- WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - November 16, 2021

Remembering, on the day
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A group of approximately 60 people observed several minutes of silence at the cenotaph in front
of city hall on November 11 at 11 am. There were no speeches or music, although Wilfrid de Freitas
read “In Flanders Fields.” He has been a proponent of observing Remembrance Day on November
11. Also participating were Westmount's director of Public Security, Greg McBain; personnel from
the HMCS Donnacona and approximately 10 students from the Ecole Internationale, part of a larger
group that seemed to have been out of school for some other purpose. PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

10% OFF

CONDO FOR SALE

SELECT TRAINERS AND b Wood o, 31
FREE HOME DELIVERY no Contrie. 20793144

SALE ENES MDY, 28

! JUST REDUCED
$995,000

GREGORY PYNN

Residential Real Estate Broker

514.754.5054
gpynn@royallepage.ca
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930 RUE DE COURCELLE 514.537.8868

=TT ET Real Estate Agency

RTRL LT 104-8 PLACE DU COMMERCE

MLTITLWFOE Montréal (Verdun-lle-des-Soeurs),
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Samuel McKenzie chosen

First hockey player of the month for 2020-2021

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

The city’s player-of-the-month program
for youth hockey was resumed last week
after a pandemic hiatus with the naming
of Samuel McKenzie, 17. He plays with the
M18/U18 (Midget) Wings team of the
Westmount Minor Hockey Association.

He was chosen for the month of Oc-
tober for “dedication to his team, respect
and focus,” said Sports and Recreation op-
erations manager Andrew Maislin in an-
nouncing the choice of McKenzie.

‘Exemplary skills’

“Samuel has demonstrated the exemp-
lary skills that have earned him special rec-
ognition,” Maislin told the Independent.
“He is always attentive when his coach is
instructing, first on the ice and always
takes initiative.”

Maislin said that when he was filling in
for the coaches recently, “Samuel came out
of the dressing room, asked me if I needed
anything with regard to the line-ups and
demonstrated, first hand, his leadership.
It was impressive.”

McKenzie began to play in 2011 in Nov-
ice A and has remained part of the city’s

Sports and Rec, cont'd from p. 1

Sports and Recreation programs is that
non-residents will be able to sign up for
general skating and general (pick-up)
hockey. Like everyone, they will be
required to have a vaccine passport except
for online programs, said Lapointe.

Entry to all the in-person programs con-
tinues to require the passport, with no ex-
ceptions or special accommodation regard-
ing unvaccinated parents or guardians,
even if they are accompanying younger
children, he said. This is known to be a re-
quest of at least one parent.

All employees at the WRC have been
vaccinated, as is required of volunteers.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT SPORTS & RECREATION.

Library, cont’d from p. 1

Julie-Anne Cardella.

This allows people who have placed
their reservations to spend time in the li-
brary before picking up and checking out
their material, she said (see story October
26, p. 1).

It eliminates line-ups at the circulation
desk especially now that the library num-
bers are increasing.

Average attendance in October was 400
a day, compared to 800 to 1,000 pre-pan-
demic.

“50 percent isn’t bad. I'm happy people
are coming back.”

See p. 6 for photo.

MIGUEL ESCOBAR

L

Chartered Real Estate Broker and Architect.
Assisting CEOs and Building Owners over 35 years with

Comprehensive Local and International Real Estate Strategies.

You Deserwe

The Luxury of Experience

miguelescobar.ca = 514.953.9797 -

futurecities.ca

BArch, MScArch, MOACIQ, MOAQ, MOUQ, MRBQ, MAMF, MRLQ, MNCIDQ

teams for this year, which happens to be
his last season in minor hockey. “We look
forward to seeing what he will accomplish
in the future.”

Highlighting positive influence

Westmount Minor Hockey is com-
mitted to serving the community by high-
lighting those whose talents have had a
positive influence on their teams and
peers, Maislin said.

“We believe it is important to acknowl-
edge the opportunities and skills that
minor hockey, and sports as a whole, can
offer young people. Through hockey,
children are able to develop sportsman-
ship, teamwork and discipline, which they
can transfer to other areas of their lives,
such as academics and community ser-
vice.”

History

The player-of-the-month program was
launched two years ago with recognition
of Jake Lubarsky (see story November 19,
2019, p. 1).

Dean Hopley was the last player recog-
nized just as COVID closures began (see
March 17, 2020, p. 3).

LAURENTIANS - ENTWORTH
NORTH: 1375A rue René

This is an opportunity...over 18 acres on what is
reputed to be the most beautiful lake in the
Laurentians... Lake Wentworth! Have your private

domain as you build the house of your dreams!! or
build 4 - 6 homes for your family and friends or sell
them..you have several different options. Unlimited
electricity at entrance to your land. Carpe diem!

$599,000
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IN OUR EXPERIENCE!

Carmen Berlie
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cberlie@sutton.com

Marie-Laure Guillard
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mguillard@sutton.com

immobilierguillardberlie.com | 514 918-6491
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The finest retirement lifestyle
IS available at...
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Westmount’s
Good living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs
24 hours every single day.

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES.

4430 St. Catherine West
514-935-1212 — www.placekensington.com

A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

New, but back ‘home
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Newly deS|gned book drops were moved to their original location last week at the \X/estmount
Public Library’s Sherbrooke-facing entrance. See story on p. 1.

TEST M@BILE

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

COVID-19 TESTING
$70 RAPID ANTIGEN

$170 RT-PCR TEST

1.AT HOME OR OFFICE SERVICE
2.NO APPOINTMENT DRIVE-THRU
SERVICE FLIGHT APPROVED W

DOWNTOWN - MARCHE CENTRAL - BROSSARD

S 1 4 6 6 4 TEST

WWW.TESTMOBILE.CA
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Police Report

Suspect flees after failed Céte St.
Antoine/Grosvenor home invasion

By MARTIN C. BARRY

An attempted burglary at a home near
the corner of Céte St. Antoine Rd. and
Grosvenor Ave. during the late afternoon
on November 5 ended when the suspect
failed to break down a side door and fled
the scene.

A witness spotted the intruder outside
the home between 4:15 and 4:45 pm and
called 9-1-1 to report it to police.

After attempting to force the door open
by ramming it repeatedly with one of his
shoulders and his body weight, the perpe-
trator was seen running westward along
Céte St. Antoine Rd.

However, a security camera captured
images of the male suspect.

The owner of the dwelling was home at
the time.

Wallet lost, found

A maintenance employee working at an
apartment building near the corner of St.
Catherine St. and Kensington Ave. on the
morning of November 8 filed a complaint
with Station 12 police that his wallet had
possibly been stolen, although it was later
found with all the ID and credit cards in
place.

According to Station 12 community re-
lations officer Adalbert Pimentel, the em-
ployee had stored his personal belongings,
including his wallet, in a small locked
room designated for maintenance workers
when he arrived at 7:55 am.

However, by 10 am he realized the wallet
was missing.

Although certain areas of the building
were protected by security cameras, the
maintenance workers’ room was not one
of them.

As well, it was determined that the door
of the room had remained locked during

the time when the wallet had allegedly
gone missing.

Some time after this, an employee of
Westmount High School, which is a short
distance from the apartment building, re-
ported finding the missing wallet on the
ground outside with all its contents in
place.

“Nothing was stolen,” said Pimentel,
noting that the wallet may have been
dropped accidentally by its owner at some
point, but that there was no other evidence
suggesting a theft.

Mystery damage to house’s contents

A real estate agent reported on Novem-
ber 6 to police at Station 12 that a vacant
house on Westmount’s summit that he
had been watching over was broken into
and some interior furnishings were dam-
aged.

According to the incident report, a glass-
top table was found shattered on site and
light damage was seen elsewhere in the
house.

“It’s hard to say when the damage was
done,” said Pimentel.

“The house had not been maintained
for a while, so it’s hard to say which dam-
age was recent. But the shattered glass was
recent.”

The police investigator was unable to
determine how the perpetrator entered the
vacant dwelling, as no damage could be
found on any door. However, “the front
door was unlocked,” Pimentel added. “But
it’s possible it was unlocked because there
was another point of entry” and it was used
as an exit.

Apart from the damage, nothing was
stolen from the house, seeing as there had
been few if any furnishings in it since the
previous occupants left.

fisioMOBILE

Home-based physical therapy
Physiothérapie a domicile

FOR YOUR WELL-BEING
POUR VOTRE BIEN-ETRE
Filomena Pietrangelo

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, PHYSICAL THERAPY
OPPQ REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST

fisiomobile2@gmail.com

514 839-6058

Coiffure Jean John

4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount
514-486-6261

Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

Outnumbered!

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

£ Lisn Sallanrd

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Lamp Repairs

25 years' experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

« In-home service
* Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol

514-582-3906

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!

- Call -
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RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
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SAVE THE ACACIAS,
OR AT LEAST THE GROVE

I would like to rise in defence of the aca-
cia trees in and around Murray Park. These
acacias are part of an indigenous grove that
rightly should be preserved or at least re-
placed by young trees of the same species.

I noticed your article in the Independent
(November 2, p. 14), which mentioned the
damage done to Murray Park’s acacias. I,
too, noticed the bark from the trees lying
strewn about, several of which are on the
city side of our lawn, and deduced it was
not the beetles, but [something else]. And
the city, according to the article, seems to
believe [that some of the trees are dead]. I
believe they are not dead, just the victims,
as are many of our tree species, of recur-
ring pests. Seemingly the beetles have
struck before, as some much older acacias
have had portions of their bare trunks
painted with a black substance and subse-
quently have survived for many years.

We are in the midst of a climate crisis
and we want to cut down trees?

My second point is that as these trees
do eventually die, they should be replaced
by young acacias of the same parentage so
the indigenous grove can be preserved.
The city maintains it cannot find replace-
ments in nurseries, and it can only buy a
variant of the tree. They should look on our
lawns, where they re-seed and sprout al-
most as readily as grass seeds do, and sub-
sequently grow very quickly.

We grow banana trees in our conserva-
tory and can’t raise our own acacias? Or
ask Westmounters to donate seedlings

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Windsor and Prince Albert on
- November 12. proto: InpepenpENT.
W T T T e O T o
from their properties?
Their presence in late spring as they
bloom perfumes the neighbourhood and
their shade in summer is enjoyed by many

visitors to the park.
GAIL JARISLOWSKY, MURRAY AVE.

MERCI POUR LES ARBRES

J’aimerais remercier la Ville de West-
mount ou son Service d’'Horticulture
d’avoir planté, il y a quelques semaines,
quatre arbres au coin des rues Windsor et
Prince-Albert. Un arbre sur chaque coin.
Je crois que cest une initiative assez raris-
sime, mais, jose espérer que ca deviendra
assez rapidement une norme. Merci en-
core. « [ would like to thank the city of
Westmount or its horticultural division for
planting four trees at the corner of Wind-
sor and Prince Albert streets a few weeks

Editor
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ago. One tree on each corner. I think this
is a pretty rare initiative, but hopefully it
will become a sort of norm pretty quickly.
Thanks again.

NELSON MORIN, RUE WINDSOR

PROPER MAINTENANCE AND
AN INDOOR POOL, PLEASE

I strongly believe that grandiose pro-
jects have and are being pushed because
they get attention and enhance career pros-
pects. What we all need is proper mainten-
ance of our cute little town. Roads that do
not destroy cars, trees that do not fall on
people/property, sidewalks that are safe for
old and young, new building guidelines
that do not bankrupt owners trying to keep
up their properties, a park that serves the
multiple needs of its citizens/birds/ani-
mals that congregate there; not an unus-
able showcase model.

And, we need a year-round pool for our
young “Dolphins” and our older residents
to stay physically and mentally healthy. A
previous city administration managed to
construct not one, but two, underground
hockey skating rinks (the only ones in
North America) and since then, the city ad-
ministrations cannot even get the plans off
the ground for a much-needed indoor pool.
We are practically the only community on
the island of Montreal without this basic
essential.

What we are really good at is doing ill-
designed surveys, keeping the findings se-
cret when they do not support the council’s
collective opinion and ignoring what is
most important to Westmount citizens. No
one wants to live in a crumbling environ-
ment.

I knew Maria Tutino as a client when
she worked at Télébec and afterwards as a
friend. She was and is a go-getter and doer.
I do not know for a fact, but I imagine she
ruffled quite a few feathers during her long
stint as mayor of Baie d’Urfé. Nevertheless,
the majority of the citizens wanted what
she had to offer to their town. This is the
type of courage, that I, as a taxpayer, believe

we deserve here as well from our mayor
and councillors representing our interests.
K. SUNNE, BURTON AVE.

Editor’s comment: So renovating a park, six
decades after its last major facelift, will
make it into a “grandiose” “showcase
model,” but a new indoor public pool in a
city that has never had one is a “basic es-
sential”? One, both or neither of these
things might be good (and/or depend on
the details of the exact plan proposed), but
these word choices are tendentious and, in
the end, not descriptive of reality. Where’s
George Orwell when you need him? — DP.

LOWER THE FLAGS,
REMEMBER ON THE DAY

I have just returned from the West-
mount cenotaph, where I observed with
many others, in the presence of four
members of the Canadian Armed Forces,
a minute of silence at 11 am on November
11 to remember our veterans and not break
faith with them.

I was appalled that Wesmount’s mayor
and councillors decided that they could
move Remembrance Day ceremonies to
November 6. Did they not realize that we
remember the armistice on November 11
at 11 am each year because that is the date
and time when it took effect? But that emo-
tion pales beside the anger and outrage I
felt when I arrived at the cenotaph to see
that the city of Westmount had failed to
lower to half mast the flags in front of city
hall and at the Westmount cenotaph.

How can we expect generations to come
to remember the sacrifice of so many, the
context of that sacrifice and the need to
avoid the horrors of war if our city fails to
understand the significance of 11 am on
November 117

Shame on the city of Westmount! I trust
that in the future it will observe Remem-
brance Day on Remembrance Day and
show the respect that tradition and the
public expect and deserve.

CATHERINE DUFF-CARON,
DE MAISONNEUVE BLvD.

Correction: Gallery

councillor in District 6

Mary Gallery is the city councillor for
District 6, contrary to what we wrote last
week on p. 12.

As we wrote in our November 2 edition
(p. 12), District 6 consists of the territory
between Melville and the east city limits
and from Sherbrooke south to de Maison-
neuve with a “bump-out” down to St. Ca-
therine that includes the large apartment
buildings at 250 Clarke and 4300 de Mai-
sonneuve as well as another involving the
condos at 215 Redfern. It also includes #1
Wood and excludes Alexis Nihon.
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1111 ATWATER, the most exclusive residential real estate
project with grandiose views of the Montréal skyline.

N
XD " saoon
//,'\g\xo' 25 penthouses from 1,200 ft2 to 9,000 ft

located from the 30t to the 38 floor".

1111 ATWATER VIP EVENT ON NOVEMBER 24, 4 P.M.

Visit the 36" floor and get a glimpse
of the penthouse views.

OCCUPANCY SUMMER 2022 RSVP by November 22 to 111atwater@sothebysrealty.ca

"PURCHASE BY DECEMBER 1 FOR EXCLUSIVE OPTIONS

Sotheby’s QUébeC MMATWATER@SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA
INTERNATIONAL REALTY 1-855-364-6167 * 1111ATWATER.COM

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec is Independently Owned And Operated. Real estate agency
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Overheard

Woman to woman, October 15, 5 pm: “Just like you can’t barge into a tenant’s
apartment — just because he’s dating your daughter, you can'’t just barge in.”

Prince Albert and Winchester, October 21, 4 pm: “I don’t mind if the dog barks, if
he is saying something.”

Woman into her phone, Grosvenor and Sherbrooke, October 22, 12 noon: “I have
had techs that were very good ones, and I have had ones that were trying to
poke my brain.”

Man to woman, Grosvenor and The Boulevard, November 9, 8 am: “... for throwing
rocks at ..”

One child to other children playing on the climbing equipment in Westmount Park,
November 11, 10:40 am: “And who is Luke Skywalker ...»”

Treats and Treasures

rday November

3

BOLS D
PARTAGE

EMPTY

Coachére « Hosher

I_Mehcldrin

1
LS

387 Bemard Ave. H2V 4B7

www.mehadrinmeats.ca

5142796351 parci@mehadrin.ca

OSHER DELICATESSEN

s.. “!.H" Smoked Meat, Smoked Shoulder, Smoked Turkey

Cold cuts | ., oeer Comed Beef Siiced, Beef Salami,
& salami | chicken satami. Yeger Salami, Torpido, Balonie

St-Jean wins council seat

Election results in
Beaconsfield have
Westmount angle

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

More acacia news

Former Westmount city clerk and direc-
tor of legal services Martin St-Jean was
voted in as a councillor to serve the West
Island community of Beaconsfield in its
District 2 south of Highway 20 where he
lives.

As city clerk, he had served as West-
mount’s returning officer during the 2017
election.

St-Jean defeated an incumbent on a
platform that included a call for city council
members to play a greater role in manag-
ing city affairs.

He was quoted in the local newspaper
as saying: “I think we need to re-centre and
re-frame the role of councillors to allow
them to have more influence on the direc-
tion and the orientation the city can take
at a given moment.”

He also said the first step in improving
transparency was to make information on
important city issues more widely available
to the public especially on hot-button is-
sues.

History in Westmount

St-Jean resigned from Westmount in
2019 after reaching an agreement with the
city (see story June 11, 2019, p. 1).

He had joined in 2015 after serving as a
Montreal prosecutor during the Charbon-
neau Commission (see story and photo
August 11, 2015 p. 2).

The re-elected mayor of Beaconsfield,
Georges Bourelle, has been spearheading
a legal effort by suburban mayors to reduce
the suburbs’ share of Montreal agglomer-
ation payments (quotes-part) to reflect ser-
vices actually provided by the agglo.

Wk

i _ e M-l -
Murray Park’s acacias have been in the news this
month (see p. 8 and November 2, p. 14). In ad-
dition, reader Lena Atlas has noticed an acacia
with what she contends is another type of tree
growing out of it. Can readers provide the name
of this species?

PHOTOS COURTESY OF L. ATLAS.

GOURMET FIRST-RATED

Pastrami, Turkey Pastrami, Turkey Roll £

Refrigerated
DAILY DELIVERY

Att. Westmount | FREE DELIVERY
customers | Every Wednesday

Diglii Tniast place |5 Tosshay seiveig
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To fight COVID-19,

wash your , wear
a and keep your
from others.

Let’s continue to
protect ourselves.

Québec.ca/coronavirus

Votre obe ¢ Québec 38
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CHAIME SE

NOUVELLES

Réouverture de batiments municipaux
Les bureaux de I'hétel de ville, de la sécurité
publique et des travaux publics sont désormais
ouverts au public. Le port du masque facial est
requis. Les services municipaux sont toujours
disponibles en ligne. westmount.org

Sports et loisirs : l'inscription pour les

activités d'hiver débute le 23 novembre
Inscription en ligne seulement. Consultez le
guide des activités a westmount.org.

Collecte de sang le 24 novembre

Mercredi 24 novembre, 13 h 303 19 h 30,
Victoria Hall. Sur rendez-vous seulement :

AMNCE

Lundi 6 décembre

Patinoire réfrigérée du
parc Westmount ouverte

De retour a la demande populaire! La
patinoire réfrigérée du parc Westmount
est maintenant ouverte tous les jours de
8 ha 22 h pour le patinage libre. Le port
du masque facial est recommandé.
westmount.org

Grippe saisonniére : pas de clinique de

vaccination a Westmount en 2021

Il n'y aura pas de clinique de vaccination
mobile au Victoria Hall cet automne. Le CLSC
Métro offre la vaccination contre I'influenza
sur rendez-vous seulement dans quatre sites.
Réservez sur clicsante.ca ou a 514 270-1536.

ciussscentreouest.ca

Elections municipales 2021 : résultats
Félicitations aux membres du nouveau conseil
municipal et a tou.te.s les candidat.e.s qui ont
participé aux élections. Visitez westmount.org
pour connaitre les résultats détaillés du vote.

jedonne@hema-quebec.qc.ca /1 800 343-7264. Passeport vaccinal COVID-19

Sondage - projet du parc Westmount

La preuve de vaccination contre la COVID-19
est requise pour certaines activités au Centre

Les résultats du troisiéme sondage concernant le des loisirs de Westmount, a la Bibliotheéque

projet de revitalisation du parc Westmount sont
disponibles sur engagewestmount.org.

BIBLIOTHEQUE

Visiter la Bibliotheque
Les documents suivants sont requis pour
entrer a la Bibliotheque :

- carte de membre valide

- passeport vaccinal (13 ans et +)

- piéce d'identité avec photo (13 ans et +)
Vous devez accepter les exigences et condi-

tions avant de vous présenter. westlib.org

Systéme de réservations libre-service
Un nouveau systéme de réservations en
libre-service est en place. westlib.org.

Galerie du Victoria Hall : exposition
Du 16 novembre au 14 décembre. Une

exposition des oeuvres de |'artiste Mary Lou
Freel. Passeport vaccinal requis.

Conférence - The Dawn of Egyptian
Civilization: Egypt's First Pharaoh
Jeudi 18 novembre, 13 h, Victoria Hall.

publique de Westmount et au Victoria Hall.

Avec Hassan Elshafei. Inscription et passeport
vaccinal obligatoires. westlib.org

Ciné-club : Minari (2020)

Mardi 23 novembre, 14 h, Victoria Hall.
Inscription et passeport vaccinal requis.
westmount.org

Discussions au coin du feu avec Mitch Joel
Mercredi 24 novembre, 20 h, sur le compte
YouTube bibliowestmount. En conversation avec
Nadia Lakhdari, auteure.

Fétes en folie au Square Prince-Albert
Jeudi 25 novembre, 17 h. Joignez-vous a nous

pour l'illumination du sapin, musique, chocolat
chaud et encore plus.

Trousses de bricolages pour les enfants
Lundi 6 décembre. Pain d'épice. Inscris-toi a
westlib.org. Le nombre de places est limité.

1M UDe westmaunt lT.li'g."‘E"q".'E":-t‘"l'li:l umt

e0000ccccccccccccccccccce
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Ville de Wastmount

Monday, December 6

Westmount Park refrigerated
skating rink open

Back by popular demand! The outdoor
refrigerated ice rink in Westmount Park
is now open daily from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
for general skating. Face masks are
recommended.

westmount.org

Reopening of municipal buildings

The offices of City Hall, Public Safety and Public
Works are now open to the public. Face masks
are required. Municipal services remain
available online. westmount.org

Sports & Recreation: registration for
winter activities begins November 23
Online registration only. Consult the activities
guide at westmount.org.

Blood Donor Clinic November 24
Wedesday, November 24, 1:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
Victoria Hall. By appointment only at
igive@hema-quebec.qc.ca/ 1 800 343-7264.

Westmount Park Project Survey

The results of the third survey concerning the
Westmount Park revitalization project are
available at engagewestmount.org.

LIBRARY

Visiting the Library
The following documents are required to
enter the Library:
- valid membership card
- vaccine passport (ages 13+)
- photo ID (ages 13+)
You must agree to the requirements and

conditions prior to your arrival. westlib.org

Self-Serve Pickup System
A new self-serve reservation and pickup system
is now in place. westlib.org.

Gallery at Victoria Hall: exhibition

November 16 to December 14. A solo
exhibition by artist Mary Lou Freel. Vaccination
passport required.

Lecture - The Dawn of Egyptian
Civilization: Egypt's First Pharaoh
Thursday, November 18, 1 p.m., Victoria Hall.

Seasonal flu vaccination: no clinic in

Westmount in 2021

There will not be a mobile vaccination clinic at
Victoria Hall this fall. The CLSC Métro is offering
the flu vaccination by appointment only at four
sites on its territory. Book your appointment at
clicsante.ca or at 514 270-1536.

ciussscentreouest.ca

2021 Municipal Election results
Congratulations to the members of
Westmount's new City council and to all of
the candidates that took part in the election.
Visit westmount.org to consult the detailed
voting results.

COVID-19 vaccination passport

Proof of vaccination against COVID-19 is
required for certain activities that take place
at the Westmount Recreation Centre, the
Westmount Public Library, and Victoria Hall.

With Hassan Elshafei. Registration and
vaccination passport required. westlib.org.

Film Club: Minari (2020)

Tuesday, November 23, 2 p.m., Victoria Hall.
Registration and vaccination passport
required. westmount.org

Fireside Chats with Mitch Joel
Wednesday, November 24, 8 p.m. on the
bibliowestmount YouTube account. In
conversation with author Nadia Lakhdari.

Prince Albert Square Holiday Happening
Thursday, November 25, 5 p.m. Join us for the
tree lighting, music, hot chocolate and more.

Take & make craft kits for kids
Monday, December 6.
Gingerbread. Sign up at
westlib.org. Space is limited.

WEN ML

trmaunt.org
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Honey Puppy

Westmount
- A-dog-tions
LYSANNE FOWLER

This adorable young Honey is only nine
months old, a gorgeous white shorthair
sweet dark eyes. Honey is a juvenile with
much promise as she is bright as a whip
and cute beyond words.

She hasn't had a great life yet, but wait-
ing for her forever family at the Montreal
SPCA shelter will ensure a fantastic home
environment for her to grow confident and
feel cared for. Building her socialization,
her interaction for walks and games, so
much is ahead for her. Heck, she hasn’t
met children or cats yet, but has met dogs
and she is sweet at shyly making friends
even though she is the youngest during an
interaction.

Honey is very healthy, up to date with
her inoculations, spayed and micro-
chipped. The SPCA protocol for adoptions
has changed a bit, we must now refer to its
website www.spca.com, then go to Honey’s
adoption information page under identifi-
cation number 48884488 and apply using
the online form, which will lead to booking
an appointment. You will only be intro-
duced to an animal awaiting adoption at
the time of your visit and well matched to
your profile. There is no reservation pro-
cess, so it is most important to apply
swiftly.

e, 1

e a &F =

2022 calendars available online now!

The stunning 2022 Montreal SPCA cal-
endars are available for home and gifting
through its website www.spca.com. They
are ordered online and sent to your home
directly, so please do not delay to make
sure they are received in time for the holi-
days! The funds raised by the sale of their
new annual calendar will allow them to
help more animals in need, in their
mission for animal healthcare, rescues and
programs. Please order now!

Tiger kitten

9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

Yes, we are presenting young candi-
dates for adoption from the Montreal
SPCA this week, as it is so important to
give them a chance at a caring and playful
home environment where they grow up
more confident.

Here is Tiger, as you can see a young
classic shorthaired tabby cat in shades of
grey and black. He has such fascinating
green eyes, quite the contrast even though

he is still little!

Tiger is a very healthy kitten, up to date
on his inoculation schedule, neutered and
microchipped. He is available now at the
Montreal SPCA cattery and it is important
to note the new adoption procedure.

To enquire for Tiger’s adoption, we
must now refer to its website www.spca.
com, then go to his adoption information
page under identification number
49047725, and apply in the online form,
which will lead to booking an appoint-
ment.

You will only be introduced to an ani-
mal awaiting adoption at the time of your
visit, when well matched to your profile.
There is no reservation process, so it is
most important to apply for Tiger’s adop-
tion swiftly.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

Toastmasters hold first meeting at Victoria Hall since pandemic

By MARTIN C. BARRY

The Westmount Toastmasters held
their first in-person meeting since the be-
ginning of the COVID pandemic at Vic-
toria Hall on November 9, with a few
members taking part over a Zoom telecon-
ference channel virtually.

While Toastmasters International was
founded in the U.S. in 1924 for the purpose
of promoting good public speaking and
leadership, the Westmount Toastmasters
held their first meeting in 1997.

Although people come to Westmount
Toastmasters for a range of reasons, the
club’s current president, Charles Albaut,
said his decision to join in early 2020 had
a fair amount to do with challenging him-
self.

“It was about finding a new challenge
and dealing with things that make me un-
comfortable,” he told the Independent. “And
public speaking makes me the most un-

comfortable still to this date.

“That’s why I like this environment that
constantly challenges you,” he added. “It
has the added bonus of focusing on leader-
ship, which is a huge and important as-
pect, and I think it helps me in a lot of as-
pects of my life.”

Even though this was the first in-person
Westmount Toastmasters meeting to be
held since March last year the members
managed to meet since then through tele-
conferences.

Non-English speakers improving
command of language

What was clear from last week’s meet-
ing was that a significant number of the
members are people whose first language
isn’t English, but who want to improve
their command of the language through a
disciplined method.

The meetings are highly structured and
focus on members helping each other to im-

prove their public speaking abilities through
speech-making, detailed criticism, friendly
competition and confidence building.

“It really gives you the ability to focus
on specific aspects of your public speaking
skills that you want to develop,” said Al-
baut. “You get to practise skills that you
learn in a safe, supportive environment in
front of an expert audience who give you
good feedback.”

Westmount resident Christopher Her-
ten-Greaven has been a member since
January 2018. After a health issue forced
him into retirement, he found himself
looking for something to do for self-im-
provement.

Olga Hanchuk, a founding member of
the Westmount Toastmasters, remains a
steady presence at the weekly meetings,
providing guidance and mentorship to
newcomers.

The Westmount Toastmasters meet
every Tuesday from 7 to 9 pm in a room

on the second floor at Victoria Hall. Mem-
bership, which is payable in October, is
$258 annually, with four free introductory
sessions for guests wishing to try things
out before signing up.

See photo, p. 1.

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

A
STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

= Standard &t Restorative Painting
= Plaster

= Stripping, Wood finishing

= Interior & Exterior

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - References

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE
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Azrieli Foundation announces $50 million for Weizmann

Coming soon to Rehovot: Azrieli Institute for Brain and Neural Sciences

The Azrieli Foundation announced a
US$50-million donation November 7 to
the Weizmann Institute of Science and
Weizmann Canada “to help humanity un-
lock the mysteries of the brain,” according
to a press release from the institute.

“The donation is among the largest of
its kind for the Canadian-based Azrieli
Foundation and will establish The Azrieli
Institute for Brain and Neural Sciences at
the Weizmann Institute,” continued the re-
lease.

88
av

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

]]]]]I DominioN LENDING
CENTRES

ULTIMATE
CAPITAL

Mortgage brokers for your Residential
and Commercial mortgages needs

Call John Dunford

The new entity will be located at the
Weizmann Institute campus in Rehovot,
Israel and will promote a full spectrum of
neuroscience research, from basic “curios-

Westmounters: from left, top, Naomi Azrieli, chair and CEO of Azrieli Foundation at the November 7 announcement in Montreal, which occurred
concurrently with an announcement in Israel. Anne-Marie Boucher and Mitch Garber. Susan Stern, CEO, Weizmann Canada, and Michael Stern.
Below, Valeria Rosenbloom and Stephanie Azrieli, and Bobby Maruvada and Sharon Azrieli.

ity-driven” studies to “translational work
of high clinical relevance.”

The Azrieli Foundation has already
given approximately US$30 million to the

R

Eric Luu, LLB, B.CL., MTAX
Tax Lawyer - Income Tax, GST & QST
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario
Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)

514 503-7719
info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com

1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

514-949-5434
f BT s | Master Editions Tabagie Westmount Square
H(L TAX LAW ' Antiques & collectibles International news agent

e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates
o BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

institute. Weizmann Canada has an office
in Westmount and its CEO, Susan Stern,
was featured in a profile in the Indepen-
dent’s June 9, 2020 issue (p. 21).

o

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF WEIZMANN CANADA/PBL PHOTOGRAPHY
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Snow Shovelling & Yard Work

Snow shovelling, raking leaves, yard & garden cleanup, adding
mulch. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

Classified in the INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally? Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

at www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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October sales: Volume strong with lower prices

Real Estate

ANDY DODGE

&

Note: The following article relates to offers
to purchase Westmount residential dwellings
that were reported by local real estate agents
as having been accepted in October, 2021. Be-
cause they are not final registered sales, the
addresses cannot be made public, but give a
good idea of current trends in local real estate
actity. The graph at right offers a picture of
these trends over time.

Volume remained strong but the raw
average house price in Westmount actually
dipped below $2 million in October, as 13
sales agreements were posted by local
agents who reported an average price of
$1,966,154, the first time the average price
has been less than $2 million since April
2020.

In addition, the October sales averaged
28 percent higher than municipal valu-
ation, the lowest average mark-up since
May, but once adjustments are made for
extreme sales, the average adjusted price
appears to be holding its own. For a house
with an evaluation of $1,936,000, the stat-
istics tell us, owners might expect to get
something over $2,600,000.

In October, the highest price was only
$3,700,000 while another summit-area
house price was recorded late for Septem-
ber with a price tag of $5,125,000, thus
making it the highest price for that month.
The lowest October price was $1,270,000.
Significantly, only four of the 13 sales were
priced over $2 million, but the average
mark-up over valuation was 28.6 percent
and none of the sales involved mark-downs
from tax value.

The average listing spent 73 days on the
market, and perhaps more important, the
median length of time was only 36 days —
a little more than a month — meaning this
is still a “seller’s market.” Bidding wars
were not uncommon and few asking prices
had to be reduced before sales were negoti-
ated.

Condos

Among condominiums, six more were
sold in October with an average price of
$1,061,667. The average has been over $1
million since early last year, and the “ad-
justed” value of Westmount condos has
been over $1 million since the first quarter
of 2019.

Condo prices ranged from $500,000 to
$1,450,000; the highest mark-up was 35.6
percent, but there were two marked-down

Average adjusted price for ‘typical’ Westmount house, by month,
January 2016 to October 2020, based on accepted offer dates
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properties, one at 285 Clarke Ave. and the
other at 200 Lansdowne Ave, the latter
some 8.2 percent less than valuation.

As the holiday season approaches, list-
ings (at least for houses) are starting to
dwindle, down from 84 in mid-October to

81 a month later, though the number ask-
ing between $1 million and $2 million ac-
tually grew to 18 from 14. Another 11
houses are available for rent, down only
one in the past month, for houses asking
rates between $3,000 and $14,900.

SILVERSMITH

b REPAIR &
MAINTEMNANCE
We do restoration of:
# Sterling # Silverware
# Door Hardware
# Antfique objects & more
Repair your valuables. Quality work.
Polishing, Plating & Protection.

ART & METAUX
514-495-1258

Visit our website for full details:

artetmetaux.com

WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE

*Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and
Staining

+Kitchen Cabinets

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

You are in good hands

Yomed

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

(No medical referral required)

Plan your visit today

514 342.8346

YEARS
ag(pgﬁ\ENCE

Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine,

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount
www.xomed.ca | info@xomed.ca

Manoir Westmount

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

Very affordable all inclusive rates...
v All meals ¢ Medication distribution

v Daily tea v 24 hour security

v Daily housekeeping ¢ 24 hour nurse

v Personal Laundry ¢ Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.

4646 Sherbrooke Street West 5%
Westmount, QC H3Z 278

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
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VINIAGE

MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

Schwey tells Rotarians that seniors pay their way,

despite increase as

By MARTIN C. BARRY

PROTECTION

SECURITE

& VALTECH

SECURITY

514.990.4774

Residential | Commercial

-Free estimate
-24-hr monitoring
-Fully licensed
-Alarm/cameras

20 Jears in business

Do Canada’s senior citizens use up the
country’s health care resources to an extent
some might consider excessive?

That was the question that crusading
seniors’ advocate Linda Schwey wanted an
answer to.

“I didn’t think so,” she told the West-
mount Rotarians during their weekly
noon-hour webcast on October 27.

“But it looked as though we were being
blamed for it,” and seniors were getting “a
bad rap,” she continued.

Schwey, a former federal Liberal Party
of Canada candidate in Chiteauguay who
is currently policy chair for the Quebec
wing’s Seniors Liberal Commission, said
her research suggested seniors were living
longer and were in better health than 50
years earlier.

Health care dominating budgets?

However, she said Canadian society’s
overall attitude towards public health care
began to change when the focus shifted to
rising costs, and predictions were made
that provincial budgets would consist al-
most entirely of public health care ex-
penses in the future.

“Now, I even at that time thought this
to be incorrect and or exaggerated,” said
Schwey, while adding that she wasn’t able
to refute the argument. But the more she
looked into it, the more it seemed to her
as though calculations and policies were
being made based on statistics from the
1960s.

Among other things, she took issue
with the idea, based on the observation the
workforce was shrinking, that there would-
n't be enough of a tax base left to provide
support for public health care “and that we
were slowly heading towards a crisis.”

She also maintained that evaluations of

!

percentage of population

U i

Linda Schwey on the October 27 webcast.

the situation were being made based on
suppositions made in the early 1960s.

“Is it possible that what five workers ac-
complished in 1960 could easily be done
by two workers in 2017?” she wondered,
while noting that the influence of immi-
gration also didn’t seem to figure much in
the other side’s arguments.

While Canada’s population was 17 mil-
lion in 1960 when seniors accounted for
7.5 per cent, by 2017 the population had
reached 33 million of which 15 per cent
were seniors.

“When no one was looking, the senior
population in Canada grew from two mil-
lion in 1975, to over six million today,” she

said, noting that seniors now account for
17 per cent of Canada’s population.

By 2030, it is estimated they will num-
ber 9.5 million and will be 23 per cent of
the population.

Schwey’s theory is that with the federal
and provincial taxes they pay, “seniors pro-
bably pay for their own health care or close
to it,” she said.

Another of her theories is that “seniors
are a largely self-supporting group in the
population who through their longevity
and good health manage to contribute in-
come taxes, but especially sales taxes,
which provide the health care they need.”

Homecare

SOLUTIONS

Soins a domicile

Serving Westmount and
Montreal families with the
highest quality of homecare.

At home, in residences, in
hospitals for over 20 years.

Qo

Salvatore Mastantuono.
Ventes & Services/sales & services.

Serrures de securite/security
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY.
Boites aux lettres/mail boxes
Residential ® Commercial ® Industrial
Open for service, curbside pickup
Visit our website!

www.bicyclesmcw.com
514 952-8891 ¢--
g 6010 Sherbrooke W H

Eautech

Irrigation
o %o Eclairage
'.::. Irrigation

esee | ighting

your holiday lighting!
Mike Nizzola
514-895-8077

info@irrigationeautech.com
www.irrigationeautech.com
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Social Notes

' VERONICA REDGRAVE

Finally, a fundraising event!

And what an elegant affair it was. A Bril-
liant Night, the Neuro’s annual brain
cancer fundraiser, was the first in-person
version of the event since the beginning of
the pandemic.

Adhering to health restrictions, the or-
ganizing committee chose the indoor-out-
door Jardin Royalmount as the venue.
Crowds were kept to a minimum by divid-
ing the event into two timeslots, and par-
ticipants wore masks when not eating or
drinking.

After cocktails, the evening proceeded
with a theatre performance (written by Tre-
vor Barrette and directed by Jonathan Pe-
terson) based on survivors’ and families’
accounts of their experiences with brain
cancer.

A Brilliant Night was co-founded in
2015 by Westmounters Suzanne Wexler
(soon joined by her sister Alana Wexler),
Heidi Small and Marie-Claude Lacroix
after losing family members to glioblas-
toma, a deadly form of brain cancer with
low life expectancy.

A Brilliant Night shines again

Many of their family members had been
treated by Dr. Kevin Petrecca, chief of the
department of Neurosurgery at the McGill
University Health Centre and head of the
Brain Tumour Research Centre.

The volunteers decided to support Pet-
recca’s cancer research. Thanks to their ef-
forts, in 2020 his lab published the results
of the largest-ever single cancer cell RNA
sequencing project in the esteemed journal

Aniele Lecoq, Brigitte and David Eidelman, Guy Rouleau, Monique Polak, Pierre Gfeller and Alex-

andre Le Bouthillier.

Nature Communication. For the first time,
researchers detected a cell type from which
all other cancer cells develop.

By targeting this cell, it may be possible
to halt or reverse cancer growth. Added to
the $5.1 million net raised since 2015, the
evening’s impressive result of $948,577 will
help move the research forward.

Honorary committee members were
Sébastien Fournier, vp Corporation Fiera
Capital; Ivan Boulva, vp development, Cad-
illac Fairview Corp. Ltd. (husband of co-
founder Marie-Claude Lacroix, in memory
of their son Francis Boulva); Madeleine Pa-
quin, president/CEO of Logistec; Dr. Kevin
Petrecca, chief of Neurosurgery at the
MUHC and group leader of The Neuro’s
Brain Tumour Research Centre (in atten-
dance with his wife Myriam Douville);
Lorena Cook, co-founder Sarah’s Fund,
Cedar’s Cancer Foundation; Olivier
Boulva, partner Kiera Capital Partners and
Frédéric Gauthier, president RunSSoft
Technologies.

Noted amidst the chic crowd were
Mario Rigante, BMO regional president,
Quebec, BMO Private Wealth; Dax Da
Silva, CEO Lightspeed; Luc Bisaillon, ma-
naging director national client group RBC;
Tony Fata, president Sager
Foods; Eric Montminy, continued on p. 18

..................

Our unique Fancy Light Blue diamond 1.30cts (GIA) surrounded by a dazzling pink and pear cut
diamond halo, handmade in platinum & 18k rose gold at our Crescent street atelier

We invite you to choose from our exotic collection
of fancy coloured diamond rings

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca

Moqagp)
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president Normandin Beaudry; Joyce and
Alan Schwartz, executive vp Dorel Indus-
tries; Aniele Lecoq, executive director of
philanthropy, The Neuro; Brigitte and Dr.
David Eidelman, vp health affairs and dean
of the faculty of Medicine and Health
Sciences at McGill University; Dr. Guy
Rouleau, director of The Neuro, with Mon-
ique Polak; Dr. Pierre Gfeller, president/
executive director MUHC; Alexandre Le
Bouthillier, co-founder/COO, Imagia and
long-time Neuro supporters Suzanne De
Grandpré and Lucy Riddell.

Also seen were Michele Plourde and
Eric La Fleche, president/CEO Metro, Inc.;
Mitch Kendall, Kendall Family Foundation;
and Peter Lombardi, chair Construction
C.A.L

Westmounters enjoying the night in-
cluded doctors Abraham Wexler, Brian

Potter (with Lea Cristante), Howard
Schwartz, David Hauerstock, and Vincent
J. Lacroix and his wife Cynthia Carsley with
their son Maxime Lacroix.

Main sponsors were BMO Banque de
Montreal, CIBC, National Bank, Desjar-
dins, Morris and Rosalind Goodman
Family Foundation, Constructions CAL,
Courchesne Larose, Les Entreprises d Elec-
tricité EG Ltée., Logistec, Metro, Plomberie
Charbonneau Inc, The Rossy Foundation
and KPMG.

Classifieds in the INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night,
who-knows-who-is-replying websites when you can
list (and sell) locally? Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

at www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

Sébastien Fournier, Ilvan Boulva, Madeleine Paquin, Dr. Kevin Petrecca, Eric La Fléche, Alexandre
Le Bouthillier and Peter Lombardi.
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Marie-Claude Lacroix and her husband Ivan Boulva with Wendy Sculnick.
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOUR HOME

(w0

et des portes et fenétres Lepage Mg,
Aty W
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LES INDUSTRIES .
MARTIN

INDUSTRIES
1977
Distributor of Lepage Milwork

oacEl MARTININDUSTRIES.CA

MILLWOR Showroom 8178 Montview (corner Royalmount)

FREE ESTIMATE
514 486-4635
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All not quiet on western border Westmount Dental Care
P L . . Dr. Douglas E. Hamilton

WEstmnuntDennst COM | Westrmount Square

(? FELDMAN

AVOCATS

Visit our newly located law offices in the heart of Westmount Village

These four retail sites, located Just west of Westmount’s border with NDG on the south side of
Sherbrooke, are under renovation by their owner, a numbered company. In order from Westmount,

they used to house an Indian restaurant (Taj Mahal), bars and a restaurant (in chronological order:
Crossroads; Liquid Lounge; a “Copoli” restaurant not affiliated with the one at St. Catherine and
Metcalfe, which remains open; Garrison House), a Korean restaurant (La Maison de Seoul) and
the Claremont restaurant. PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

Akelius

Westmount rentals

available now

4800 de Maisonneuve, Westmount Estates
renovated apartments

one-bedroom for $1715
two-bedroom for $1985
three-bedroom for $2550

4557 Sherbrooke, The Amabassador
newly built better living apartment

three-bedroom for $3900

contact us to

10 Rosemount Avenue i
non-renovated apartments schedule YOUF Visit
one-bedroom for $1215 +1-514-525-8777
three-bedroom for $2455 montreal@akelius.ca

All rents include kitchen appliances, heating and hot water. akeliusmontreal.ca
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“Given the crazy bidding war, we never
thought Jill was going to be able to

J I L L P R E VO S T renegotiate our deal, but she did. She’s

really got your back!” - JA + MP (Buyers)

WHY YOU NEED ME WHEN YOU BUY YOUR NEXT HOME!

I’M FREE! NO CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The commission is paid by the seller, The listing agent is bound to the seller,

For the buyer an agent is FREE, A buying agent is bound to you,

You won’t save a dime by going direct, Remove the conflict of interest,
I'm like a free insurance policy! Have me fight for YOUR offer to go through!

I’'VE GOT YOUR BACK DREAM MAKER

| know what’s sold for what, | take time to understand your needs and goals,
| make sure you don’t overpay, | listen as it’s all about YOU,

| renegotiate after inspection, I'm your seatbelt on the roller coaster ride,

| make sure you can close or walk away! My priority’s making your dreams come true!

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

Visit all my properties 5145910804

jillprevost.com
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