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Sign-up goes on with new
Vic Hall activities outlined
By Laureen Sweeney
Registration for the city’s fall Sports and
Recreation programs, which got under way
September 8, features several new ones set
to take place at Victoria Hall while a few
others had to be adjusted or even abandoned due to pandemic restrictions.
Changes to some of the fitness-type activities scheduled for the Westmount recreation centre were featured in the previous week’s Independent along with the
hockey and skating programs (see story
September 1, p. 1).
The new ones at Victoria Hall include

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
REAL ESTATE BROKER
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

438.882.8088

English as a second language at both youth
and adult levels as well as Kidnastix for
youth and, for adults, line dancing, musical
theatre and Saturday yoga.
“We’ve already had a lot of inquiries
from people worried about social distancing,” said Claude Danis, program and community services coordinator.
“We’re putting every safety measure in
place with cleaning and sanitizing after
every session and reducing the number of
some as a result. This enables us to schedule a half-hour cleaning of doorknobs,
floors and other areas
required for a safe pro- continued on p. 6

HONESTY INTEGRITY RESULTS

Late moving day?

Montreal’s traditional moving day is July 1 and the usual method is motorized vehicle, but that
did not deter this intrepid cyclist and mover, seen on Sherbrooke St. in front of the YMCA
September 1.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Driven by uncertainty but ‘resilient’

@ KAUFMANGROUP.CA

Contactivity seniors’ centre
develops full online program for fall
By Laureen Sweeney

sothebysrealty.ca
Independently owned and operated.
Real estate agency.

September 8, 2020

As COVID-19 evolves this fall, back-toschool “unknowns” faced by many parents
and students has also affected the Contactivity seniors’ centre, which is still not holding meetings and activities at its base in
Westmount Park Church. As a result, it has
developed a full fall program online.
“‘Uncertainty’ – that’s the name of the

game,” executive director Mary Stark said
last week. “We’re being careful and not
going to open up group activities and logistics. We still have to be six feet apart
from each other.”
But benefitting from the experience
during the lockdown of the last six months,
the centre is embarking on a range of online “activities” that include internet assistance continued on p. 10

514.788.2160

SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY QUÉBEC LK | REAL ESTATE AGENCY

SPECTACULAR ESTATE

Place De Ramezay, Westmount Adj. | $27,800,000

JOSEPHMONTANARO.COM

514.660.3050
Action | Agence Immobilière

2 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 8, 2020

;9<*0-7
< -7<BB)C&DB0-, B ;B= 9077;;->;B

SOLDBB!'B4 B8;B@;
@;9,=

INTRODUCINGBB)!
)!&B>
> B@0
@09>;70@$BD(

;9<*0-7<BBDB> B 008$B)'

Wesstmount | 4700 Rue Ste. Catherine O., #707

INTRODUCINGBB!D('BA,=6;B8;B:=*;
BD'

?,,;*=@?;BB!!
!!B:-;B4;@3
@3@0
@002;B $BD''D

?,,;
;*=@?;
?;BB!&C
&C'B<;
;8;9
;9B ;?1;
1;9$BD


;9<*0-7<BB!B4 B 81;4?,,

ENGEL & VÖLKERS EXCLUSIVE GLOBAL REAL EST
TATE AMBASSADOR OF THE FOUR SEASONS
S
PRIV
VATE RESIDENCES MONTREAL
DCBA@?>=
>=<;B:;9?8;
8;76;
6;9B5?<4B3@;=<4<
3@;=<
=<4<=2?71
71B>?;5
>>??;
;5
59B0/;
/;@?71
71B9.=6
=6?0-9B,?>?71B=@;=9
= =9B@=7
=71?71B+@0*
0*B)D('
('B<0B&'
&'''B9%B+<$
+< B#;=
;=<-@?71B+-,,
+-,
-,,B1,=99B6-@<=?7
6-@<=?
=?7B5
5=,
5=,,9$
=,,9 B
. =<;B<;@@=6
.@?>=<
=6;9B"B6;
6;?,?719B+@0*BDDB<0BD!B+<
+<B4?14 B>=?
>=?,=3
=3,;B+0@B=B.@?>?,;1
;1;8B+;5 B07<=6
=6<B-9B+0@
0@B0-@
-@B.@?>=<
>=<;B<0-@B0+B<4;B92
2B40*;9

Rochelle Cantor
:;=,B 9<=<;B@02;@B"B8
8>?90@BBA@?>=<;B6;BB0.BD'B?7B=7=8=
514.605.6755 | rochelle.cantor@evrealestate.com

'
''B 71;
1;,B"B,2;@9

B,,B@?14<9B@;9;@>;
>;8 B78;.;
.;78;7<,B05
057;8B=78
78B0.;@=<;8
8 B+B0-@B.@0.
. 0.;@<B?9B=,@;=8B,?9<;8$B.,;=9;
.
B8?9@;1=
1=@8B<4?9B=8 B:;=,B
;9<=<;B3@02;@$B@;=,B;9<=<;B=1;76$B 71;,B"B
,2;@9B07
07<@=,BB-
-3;
3;6

Westmount | 4058 Ch. Gage

G ld Squ
Golden
S uare Mil
Mile
1455 Rue Sherbrrooke
e O., #1907 #1506

0,8;
8;7B%%-=@;
@;B?,;BBB D!DB:-;B4;@
 ;@3@0
@002;B $BD

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 8, 2020 – 3

Garrow, 5 others involved in local aspect

Island-wide food drive set for Sunday, September 13
“Make history: Join the Mirfood item by 12 noon on their
acle Food Drive on September
front steps or building lobby
13,” says the press release of
where it will be clearly visible,
miracle13septembre.org. The
“Volunteers are looking on
group is hoping to hold the larevery front step and porch in
gest food drive in Montreal’s
the entire Montreal and surhistory, continues the text, “It’s
rounding area. Just put the
a massive undertaking and the
food on your front step or
Miracle Food Drive needs your
lobby of your apartment and
help.”
we will be by to pick it up.”
The drive will take place on
“The concept is to recruit a
Sunday, September 13. Accordvolunteer team captain in your
ing to group’s website, resineighbourhood, rally your
dents of the greater Montreal Stephanie Garrow on neighbours to put out food on
region, including the island September 3 on Victoria the 13th, and then collect and
Photo: Independent. contribute to the larger Monand the North and South Shore Ave.
suburbs, need only place a non-perishable treal initiative where food will be redistributed to local food shelters,”
said Westmount resident and
neighbourhood captain Stephanie Garrow.
She is using Westmount’s
District 8 municipal electoral
division in the city’s southeast
to delineate her target area.
It extends roughly from Hallowell/Clarke to Atwater and
the south side of de Maisonneuve (excluding Alexis
Nihon) to St. Antoine St.
“Perhaps given that District
8 borders downtown and Atwater, we feel particularly
compelled to get involved.
We see the challenges of the
homeless population, store
closures on St. Catherine’s,
and general isolation and food
insecurity each and every day.”
The Independent was told
by a reliable source that there
are five other neighbourhood
captains in Westmount, but
was unable to confirm their
names or target areas before
Illustration courtesy of S. Garrow its early Labour Day press

time on September 4.
Volunteers plan to collect items between noon and 4 pm.
Volunteers are also needed from every
neighbourhood to perform the different
tasks, stated the release, from collecting
and sorting to bagging and delivering. The
group plans to enforce all public health
precautions and volunteers will only be
asked to pick up food that residents have
already left out for them.

• Light (drenched in)
• Living space
(over 1,600 sf)
• Mint condition
(rebuilt in 2014)
• 3 bedrooms
• 2 bathrooms
• 2 balconies
• Master bedroom suite
on separate floor

514.941.9105
514.730.8708

Westmount Historical
adapts to pandemic, p. 19
Return to Retail (Le Boudoir), p. 24
Return to Retail (Olives en Folie), p. 25
9 Lives, p. 26
Westmount Adogtions, p. 26
School heads appeal
to city for help, p. SG-1, after p. 14
infoWestmount, p. 18

• Winter (it’s coming)
• Selling your house (over the winter?)
• Exterior photos (summer shots of your garden are a must)
• Timing (now)
• TO DO: Call Sylvie now and book a photo session

514-895-7001
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

Your Search
Ends Here!
RE/MAX ACTION Westmount
1225 Greene Ave
Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4
514-933-6781 – fax 514-313-5362

SOLD

JUNE BAILY

Real Estate Broker

dallarie@gmail.com
june@junebaily.com

(Hardy, Knowles and Fowler), p. 14

Sylve
Lafrenère

SOLD

DANIELLE ALLARIE

• Storage (in high well-lit
basement, over 150 sf)
• Location (between
Décarie and Girouard,
near Sherbrooke)
• Affordable $699,000
• Will stay on market
(not long)
• TO DO: Call Sylvie now
and book a visit

Letters, p. 22
Art Scene

Real Estate Broker

Ville-Marie – 1225 Rue Notre-Dame O., apt. 315
MLS 27684317 | $369,999

514.941.9105

june@junebaily.com

Ville Marie – 500 Rue de la Montagne #803
MLS # 24970804
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A S ELEC TI ON OF FI NE HOMES

$12,500,000

$8,888,000

724 Av. Upper-Belmont, Westmount

28 Av. Devon, Westmount

$7,500,000

$4,380,000

3250 Av. Cedar, Westmount

579 Av. Roslyn, Westmount

$4,299,000

$3,998,000

746 Av. Lexington, Westmount

604 Av. Clarke, Westmount

INTRODUCING

$2,995,000

$2,595,000

333 Av. Metcalfe, Westmount

492 Av. Argyle, Westmount

INTRODUCING

$2,200,000

$1,795,000

36 Av. Church Hill, Westmount

489 Av. Argyle, Westmount

Action | Agence Immobilière
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SI GNI FI CANT 2020 S ALES
S

»

SOLD

SOLD

St. Sulpice, Ville-Marie

Murray, Westmount

S IN C E JAN UAR Y 2 0 1 8 ,

J O S E PH H A S S OLD 10 OF T HE 13 H O MES
IN WESTMOO UN T AN D V IL L EE-MAR
MAR IE O V ER
ACCEPTED OFFER

$5
5 M**

SOLD

$5,800,000*
1564 Av. du Docteur-Penfield, Ville-Marie

Summit, Westmount
*

Asking price | **Centris data from Januarryy 1, 2018 including exclusive listings

J O S E P H M O N T ANARO.COM | 5 1 4 .6 6 0.3050

»
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THE GOLD SQUAD REPORT
PUTTING OUR SENIORS FIRST –
MAKING IT WORK FOR EVERYONE

Recreation, cont’d. from p. 1
gram.”
One casualty is ballet for kids aged 3-4
years, who are deemed too young to social
distance, she explained. As well, some ballet age groups are being combined to reduce the number of sessions and resulting
cleaning.
In the case of the programs taking place
in the concert hall, “we’ve limited the
number of participants to a maximum of
16 or maybe up to 20. We also have oneway directional signs on the floors. Participants are to enter from the front and leave
by the side.”
Among programs that had to be abandoned owing to COVID were bridge, because of the card touching, fencing and
play-group where toys are exchanged, as
well as one called “Kids kitchen,” a new
one that had been scheduled in the spring

We welcome your letters
By Heather Parnell

We’ve all been witness to how the pandemic affected those most vulnerable in
our society: frontline workers, children…
seniors – as well as their families.
Pre COVID, numerous seniors had
made the choice to live in their own
homes for as long as possible. During
COVID, this decision became a necessity, and often felt like a trap. Even for seniors in residences, the measures taken
to ensure safety required confinement.
This lack of stimulation and isolation –
while necessary – for many, led to both
physical decline because of lack of exercise and psychological distress due to
fear and loneliness.
Then, came article after article about
neglect laid bare in certain homes for the
elderly. Our collective shock and disgust
spread through the province like…
well… like COVID!
A lot of families managed to bring
their parents to live with them in an attempt to wait it out. However, it’s clear
that we are in a new normal with restrictions that will ease but with a certain
measure of danger always lurking.
But seniors still need help and families
still need respite. What is the happy and
safe medium between isolation and residence? How can families care properly
for their aging relatives without sacrificing their own immediate families? How
do we make sure someone cares – today,
tomorrow, forever?
Gold Squad is a family and friends
run senior care and companionship service that truly puts seniors and their loved
ones first. The main reason we remain a
family and friends run business is so that
we guarantee that everyone on our team

is not just professionally trained – but is
also the type of person suited to this type
of work; people who have heart and
soul. For seniors requiring help for a few
hours a day, several or most days of the
week, one team member is dedicated to
that person. For seniors requiring a
larger volume of regular hours, a tight
team is assigned. Our team members are
mobile, so taking seniors out for appointments – or for fun – is also always on the
agenda. We adjust our rates according
to volume, so no one is told, “Take it or
leave it”.
Seniors can still flourish while aging at
home. Indeed, more may choose to do
so as they become “gun shy” about residences. Family members can still feel
good about their choices. No one should
feel like they are merely making the best
of a bad situation. Instead, they can be
rest assured that their choices are right
for them – and are working for them with
the right support.
In an upcoming report, I’ll discuss why
it’s so necessary for family members to
have our support in the care for their elderly loved ones.

We welcome your letters but reserve the
right to choose and edit them. Please limit
to 300 words and submit before Friday
10 am to be considered for publication
the following week.
email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com

before all those had to be cancelled.
On the other hand, social dance for
adults has been dropped, but because the
instructor was injured.
New programs outlined
Discussing what’s new, Danis said the
“Discovering English” program resulted
from “many requests for teaching English
as a second language from immigrants,
many from our increasing Asian population who have been integrated automatically into French.”
For youth, ages 6 to 9 and 10 to 15, it is
“an activity hour designed for children to
learn English through fun games, conversations, stories and other activities.”
Kidnastix, for those aged 1-4 is similar
to the previous Monkeynastix, a combination of gymnastics and fitness.
“Musical Theatre: song and dance,” is a
new one for adults who want to sing and
dance Broadway style; and Saturday yoga
is for those wanting yoga on the weekend.
While Westmount residents are given
the first chance to sign up for programs
this week, they may still register if space
allows once registration is opened up to
non-residents who purchase facility cards.

Heather Parnell is the owner
of Gold Squad, a family and
friends run team of
professional caregivers.
You can reach Heather by
calling 514-967-8694
or visiting gold-squad.com

The online registration page.
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Online closing party: puppet show Sept. 17

Please book
a tire change
for October

94 kids log 1,100 hours in
library’s summer reading club
And as the library’s local rendition of
the Canada-wide TD Summer Reading
The summer reading club for children Club wound down this week, results
that takes place every year at the Westmount showed that 94 children had logged a total
Public Library adopted a new online way of 1,100 hours of reading and participating
this year to encourage a love of books through 11 different challenges outlined
even though the young members were weekly on the library website.
unable to browse through the shelves
“Facing a challenging and unprecedthemselves due to the pandemic closure. ented year, the library staff felt even more
committed to providing a fun and
engaging summer reading club
for the children in the community,” children’s librarian Wendy
Wayling said last week.
“The poor kids were locked
out of so much this summer, we
didn’t want it to be boring for
them. As a result, the children
signed up through the library’s
website and worked on simple
but fun challenges all summer.”
The challenges included reading for at least 15 minutes under
the stars with a flashlight from a
pillow fort, reading to a favourite
stuffed animal or pet, or taking
the library’s story walk in Westmount Park while reading all the
panels along the path for The
Thing Lou Couldn’t Do by Ashely
Spires.
The usual closing party takes
place Thursday, September 17 at
4 pm – also online this year featuring a puppet show by the Rag
& Bone Puppet Theatre.
“Of course,
Owen, age 3, reads in his pillow tent.
nothing can take continued on p. 24
By Laureen Sweeney

(No kidding!)
Convenient location
es:  Better-thanir
t
r
e
t
in
w
r
fo
December 1 dealer pricing
The
2020
deadline

Don’t get caught!
Don’t be rushed!
Take one item off your
“to do” list early!
Yes, we service all makes & models
Yes, our services respect your new vehicle warranty,
including complete service programs
Yes, we offer limo service for pick-ups and drop-offs
Yes, you can drop your vehicle off
& bus/Metro/walk to work

514 933-8556
BEST
SERVICE
AWARD

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4
corner Grosvenor

Two-year-old Nina drinks from a reading club cup which she won.
Photos courtesy of the Westmount Public Library.

Professional mechanical & body shop
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Need a medical
consultation?

Don’t wait.

If you need an appointment with a healthcare
professional and have no symptoms of the ﬂu,
gastroenteritis or COVID-19, contact:
- your doctor
- your medical clinic
- your family medicine group
- or Info-Santé 811 if you don’t have
a doctor
to get a consultation over the phone or,
if needed, in person.
A mask must be worn for in-person consultations.

Let’s continue to protect ourselves properly.
Québec.ca/coronavirus
1 877 644-4545
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City, Dawson cut down trees

Top row, the city has been cutting trees in Westmount Park, as seen August 27 and September 2, as has Dawson College CEGEP, bottom left, as seen September 2.

Photos: Independent.

Window and
gutter cleaning
& more

Hire the best rated cleaning
company in Westmount
CALL NOW FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

514-963-4802
info@vitresroyal.ca

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
LEARN AT YOUR OWN PACE
IN YOUR OWN HOME

www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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Contactivity, cont’d. from p. 1

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

CARPET CLEANING SPECIALISTS
ORIENTAL RUGS:
NEW AND ANTIQUE
hand wash and repairs

g COVID CLEAN h

ALL CARPETS
AND FURNITURE
SERVING WESTMOUNTERS WITH
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND
WORKMANSHIP FOR 35 YEARS!

514-825-5500
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

La paroisse Saint-Léon de Westmount
annonce la reprise des parcours de catéchèse
à compter du mercredi 14 octobre 2020, 18h30,
au 330, avenue Clarke.
Il y aura une soirée d'information et d’inscription pour les parents
le mercredi 30 septembre 2020 en la salle Oscar-Gauthier
au 310, avenue Clarke à 18h30.
Le protocole des consignes sanitaires est en vigueur à la paroisse.
Pour toute information supplémentaire :
catsaintleon@gmail.com ou 514-935-4950

Thank you

We are still open on Parc Avenue & online
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the residents of Westmount,
as well as my wonderful landlords Gerard and Gail Fellerath for
all the support they gave me during my summer project with
ESSENTIELSCOVID19. I am now in my final year of high school
and back at studying full time, but would like to continue to
serve the wonderful community of Westmount.
My flag ship store located at 5026 Parc Avenue will remain open from
Mon-Fri from 11-5 and Saturdays 10-3. I will also keep the online service
available for online orders and pick-up at the Parc Avenue store.
Delivery will also be possible for the residents of Westmount and can be
arranged by sending us an email at essentielscovid19@gmail.com after
you have placed your order online at www.essentielscovid19.com.
Thank you all for your support.
and remember. we are still here serving your community.
Please Stay safe! With all my respect, Vanessa Vassalos

and even providing equipment to some
members who may need it to participate,
Stark said.
“We’ve switched to being online. Volunteers are tutoring some of our seniors
in the use of Zoom presentations. Very fortunately, we had a (federal) Youth Horizons
program that is loaning out tablets for
some of our members. We also have student coaches to teach them in the use of
the internet.”
As well, the centre has arranged to obtain webcams for some members so they
can join in the videoconferencing programs and has also worked out a package
deal with Videotron for new internet users,
she said. “It’s very exciting.”
Fall programs
Among these are fall prevention, nutrition, bird watching and storytelling. There
will also be four concerts, laughter yoga, a
Hallowe’en program, Death Café (an opportunity to talk about death), French conversation, stretch and movement fitness, a
drawing course, Zumba, a weekly discussion group from the Thomas More Institute and many more.
Because of the new technologies, the
usual April deadline for renewing memberships has been extended through September with payment online as an option,
Stark said. It costs $20 or $30 for receipt
of the newsletter by mail.
Right now, the centre has 346 memberships already renewed compared to last
year’s 590 and hopes the new deadline will
generate more, though typically many
don’t renew until the fall. On the other
hand, some sign up in order to participate
in the lunches and excursions, which have
had to be temporarily abandoned.
Reviewing the past 6 months
The pandemic “has been a steep learning curve but we’ve been impressed with
the resilience of seniors and the resourcefulness of our staff in bringing people together and having to do it remotely,” Stark
said.
During the last six months, 1,348 calls
were made to touch base to all members
while some 90 outreach clients were connected to needed resources by outreach coordinator Fiona Smith who, on one occasion had taken her own bicycle pump to
someone’s home to pump up wheelchair
tires.
Fifteen volunteers assisted 62 seniors
with grocery shopping underlining the
centre’s need for volunteers with cars – one
of its greatest needs – to enable delivery,
sometimes for a two-week period.
While the centre provided these home
support and outreach measures, it had to
reduce or stop driving people to medical

appointments because most of the drivers
were themselves in the “vulnerable” 70+
age bracket.
On the other hand, Stark said, there was
not as much need since so many appointments were cancelled.
Angelina Hum, the centre’s crafts coordinator, carried out one-on-one craft
sessions at some people’s homes.
Mask making
“In the early weeks of the pandemic,”
Stark said, “our crafts group – each working from home – made 213 handmade
cloth face masks, which staff and volunteers then collected from them. These
were made available to our own front-line
volunteers and staff, and to some of our
outreach clients.
Some were also donated to the Army of
Masks citizens’ movement to get scarce
masks to essential service workers.
“As I say, the ingenuity and resilience
of our members is inspiring.”
And Stark’s advice to all seniors during
this deconfinement period: “Don’t be paranoid but keep maintaining the precautions. The main thing is not to let down
one’s guard.” In the meantime, she said,
“we’re looking forward to when we can get
back to our regular activities.”

Château
Maisonneuve on fire

There was a fire on or near the roof of the
Château Maisonneuve office and apartment
building at Claremont and de Maisonneuve,
triggering an emergency evacuation, the Independent learned past press time, September
4 at 2 pm.
Photo: Independent.
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Vignal’s only house?

A squirrel seems to be using this box as a house, although to the best of our knowledge, no
permit has been issued by the city. It is located on Vignal St., a very short street that starts on
Sherbrooke between Wood and Atwater and goes north for one tiny block to Barat Rd. As far as
the Independent knows, it is the only street in Westmount with no addresses on it. Perhaps that
has changed?
Photo: Independent.

THE LUXURY CONDO RENTAL OF YOUR DREAMS
THE MAJESTIC IS ALL ABOUT PROVIDING THE HIGHEST RESIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE.
STUNNING ROOFTOP TERRACE, STATE-OF-THE-ART FITNESS CENTRE,
PRIVATE RECEPTION LOUNGE, 24-HOUR DOORMAN AND MORE…
1-, 2- AND 3-BEDROOM UNITS AND PENTHOUSES AVAILABLE

DISCOVER THE ULTIMATE EXPRESSION OF LUXURY
Wentworth-Nord / Laurentides
$1,499,000 Spectacular, renovated
country estate with 1,476 feet of private
lakefront with its own beach, boat dock
& saltwater pool, immense wrap around
deck with lake views from every angle.
MLS 19369420
(Land is also available: $500,000 MLS 23896528)

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E S T A T E

B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

OCCUPANCY
NOVEMBER 2020
VISIT OUR MODEL UNIT NOW.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

6801 ABRAHAM DE SOLA ST.
CÔTE-SAINT-LUC QC H3X 4B3
BRITTNEY ROZENBLAT
REAL ESTATE BROKER
ROZENBLAT REALTY GROUP

BROZENBLAT@JOIA.CA
514.664.JOIA EXT. 301

JOIA.CA
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INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$29,900,000

$10,500,000

1475 AV. DES PINS O., GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

1444 REDPATH-CRESCENT, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

Sited on nearly two acres set behind tall, verdant cedars in the heart of downtown
Montreal’s Golden Square Mile. This prestigious property ensures absolute privacy
and is made up of 12 bedrooms, 8 bathrooms & 7-car garage. MLS 27385401

Situated just adjacent to Mount Royal Park, this majestic stone mansion was built in 1928
by renowned architect Percy Nobbs. Featuring spectacular water, city and mountain
views and a magniﬁcent multilevel lush garden with a salt water pool. MLS 12942916

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$4,500,000

$3,498,000

$3,198,000

$2,450,000

WESTMOUNT
Majestic Georgian mansion boasting some of the
most breathtaking views in the city. MLS 12657651

WESTMOUNT
Elegant renovated large condo of close to 2400
sq. ft. with incredible views. Exclusive.

WESTMOUNT
Renovated spacious duplex, with lovely
garden, elevator & 2-car garage. Exclusive.

HAMPSTEAD
Modern and elegant design that offers ample
room for entertaining. MLS 25456511

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$2,000,000

$1,995,000

$975,000

$989,000

HAMPSTEAD
Create your dream home as the house is currently a
shell waiting to be completed. Offering over 5,600 ft2
of living space on a 8,500+ ft2 lot. MLS 24986537

WESTMOUNT
Renovated semi-detached home with
1 car garage. MLS 12890027

VILLE-MARIE
Impeccable 2 bdrms & 2 baths with generous windows
that overlook the Sulpician gardens. MLS 12433664

WESTMOUNT
Renovated 3-bdrm condo in the heart of lower
Westmount with 1-car garage. Exclusive.

KAUFMAN GROUP

sothebysrealty.ca | Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK.
Independently owned & operated. Real estate agency. *Listed price.
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SOLD BY US

ACCEPTED OFFER

SOLD BY US

SOLD

Offered at $5,995,000
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Stunning mansion in one of the city’s
most prestigious enclaves.

WESTMOUNT
Architectural masterpiece - terrace with views,
3-car gar, & 6 parking. MLS 18613192

WESTMOUNT
Masterfully designed residence near park
with pool and a 2-car garage.

WESTMOUNT
Renovated townhouse in the heart
of Victoria Village.

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD BY US

ACCEPTED OFFER

WESTMOUNT
Pristine 5+1 bedroom home steps from
Murray Hill Park.

HAMPSTEAD
Pristine family home situated on one of
Hampstead’s most sought after streets.

WESTMOUNT
Sun-ﬁlled duplex also has the potential to be
converted to a single family home.

MANOIR BELMONT - WESTMOUNT ADJ.
2 bedroom condo ideally located
in luxury building. MLS 22069830

Offered at $1,025,000

$6,995,000

$6,500,000

$4,498,000

$4,900,000

WESTMOUNT
Grand estate with pool and 6-car garage.
MLS 24389400

WESTMOUNT
Turn of the century mansion sitting across
Murray Hill Park. MLS 26590203

WESTMOUNT
Nestled on a manicured 17,000 sq. ft. lot into the
mountain on Belvedere. MLS 26337638

WESTMOUNT
Detached home on 15,000 sq. ft. lot, 2-car
garage and views. MLS 16295346

$3,098,000

$2,750,000

$2,195,000

$1,545,000

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
Magazine worthy home with 2-car garage, 3
terraces and spectacular views. MLS 23689520

WESTMOUNT
Renovated custom designed semi-detached family
home with garden and garage. MLS 25069705

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Completely renovated townhouse with
2-car integrated garage. MLS 27695826

WESTMOUNT FLATS
Lovely renovated row house in the heart of Victoria
Village. 4+1 bdrms & 3+1 baths. MLS 10217384

ALFEE • LIZA • LINDSAY
514.379.1333
kaufmangroup@sothebysrealty.ca
Follow us on

@kaufmangroup.ca

Close to

$1.5 billion
in sales volume
Since 2008

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK

KAUFMANGROUP.CA

Alfee Kaufman, Real Estate Broker
Liza Kaufman, Certiﬁed Real Estate Broker
Lindsay Hart, Real Estate Broker
sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.
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“Dark Sky Beyond The Slough” (2019) by Gregory Hardy.

Art Scene
Heather Black

Han Art’s current display of landscapes
by prairie artists Hardy, Knowles and
Fowler capture Canada’s vast expanses of
sky, land, or water. But a sense of space –
and placement of elements within a composition – is equally important in Lui’s
figurative abstracts.
Prairie magic
A lake scene “Sky Structure, I could
watch forever” (2019) by Gregory Hardy
captures the power of a prairie storm.
Painted in acrylic, swirls of coral, magenta
and green billowing clouds rise dramatically against a dark grey background.
Changes in colour and texture adds dimension – and grandeur – to the composition.
In “Dark Sky Beyond The Slough”
(2019), a band of sunlight separates water
nt
ou
m
t ly
es end
W
j. fri
Ad Pet

“La Primavera I” (2019) by Andrew Lui.

At Han Art: A sense of space
from sky. Small puffy clouds – painted
with thick variegated strokes – are threedimensional against a purple storm cloud.
Lined with red, clouds over gold prairie
dotted with green trees define the composition “Road and Storm” (2019). In Hardy’s
oeuvre, every colour has a place or position
which adds to the sense of space.
Red and pink blossoms rhythmically set
against green folliage are the subject of
“East Garden” (1990) by Dorothy Knowles.
Painted in oil on canvas, the arrangement
of flowers – and the space between each –
illustrates the artist’s strong sense of design.
Knowles’ technique of multiple brushstrokes within white space – her signature
spatial treatment – creates the airy lightness of “Duck Pond” (1990).
Impressive nature
A cascading forest waterfall is recreated
in the dramatic composition “Winter
Water, the Torrent” (2018) by Graham

Fowler. Throughout the canvas, vivid blue
and green brushstrokes reflect the play of
light. Painted in a semi-pixelated style,
lines or outlined shapes within the scene
both add and compress dimension.
Fowler’s delicate, but complex, brush
strokes also recreate movement. Yellow –
adjacent to green or purple – vibrates
throughout “Still Water Reflected Colour”
(2007-16).
The artist Willem de Kooning said:
“The idea of space is given to the artist to
change if he can.” And, in these contemporary paintings, Fowler succeeds in creating movement which redefines space.
Spatial fusion
Artist and gallery owner Andrew Lui’s
fusion of Western representation and Eastern calligraphy also enhances the perception of three-dimensional space. In “La Primavera I” (2019), fluid black brush strokes
on rice paper define the structure of the
composition. Splashes of blue, cyan and

Bonavista Towers – 4650 Bonavista
Spacious rentals—9 ft ceiling
1, 2, and 3 bedrooms renovated.
900 sf to 1800 sf starting from $1,399
Rent includes all stainless appliances, heat,
hot water and a free storage locker.

Immediate Occupancy * 1 Month Free
Equipped Workout Room * Parking Available

www.bonavistatowers.com
– Brokers Protected –

Call for a visit 514 383 4977
*conditions apply

red acrylic paint add to the restless energy
of galloping horses.
Painted with lively lines and shapes
within a bold yellow palette, “Viva Africana” (2014) conveys the imagery and
rhythms of that region.
The addition of red and cyan adds a lyrical note to the semi-abstract painting. Lui’s
skillful use of white space invites viewers
to enter and explore dynamic and dramatic
compositions.
The subject is space
Novelist John Updike once commented:
“What art offers is space – a certain breathing room for the spirit.” In these works, a
sense of space dominates subject choice
as well as technique. Object placement,
fluid brush strokes, or compositional white
space defines an artist’s style and the
unique quality of each painting.
Currently open with reduced hours or
by appointment, Han Art is located at 4209
St. Catherine.
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NEW
LISTING

$ 15,000,000

$ 3,800,000

WESTMOUNT I SUMMIT CIRCLE

WESTMOUNT I AV. CLARKE

$3,395,000

WESTMOUNT I AV. GROSVENOR

$3,295,000

WESTMOUNT I AV. ROSLYN

$2,950,000

$2,998,000

NEW
LISTING

WESTMOUNT I CH. DE LA CÔTE-ST-ANTOINE

$2,450,000

$2,150,000

WESTMOUNT I CROIS. SUMMIT

MONTRÉAL I AV. HOLTON

MONTRÉAL I AV. SUMMERHILL

NEW
LISTING

$1,998,000

$2,195,000

$2,195,000
LE SUD-OUEST I AV. ATWATER

WESTMOUNT I AV. LANSDOWNE

$1,925,000

WESTMOUNT I AV. STRATHCONA

SOLD!

WESTMOUNT I AV. LANSDOWNE

SOLD!

SOLD!

$1,565,000
WESTMOUNT I AV. WOOD

WESTMOUNT I AV. UPPER-BELMONT

CDN-NDG I CH. MIRA

christinamiller.ca I 514.934.2480

MONTRÉAL I RUE SHERBROOKE O.

326 Victoria Avenue, Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2M8
Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
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Gone in two hours, 15 minutes

This dead tree on the east side of Prince Albert below de Maisonneuve was cut down, top right, and disposed of, bottom right, between 7 am and 9:15 am September 1. “They are all easy trees, if
you know what you’re doing,” one worker was heard to say. It is located right next to the eight-unit townhouse development at 4898 de Maisonneuve, for which permits have been issued and the
next stage of work is imminent (see August 18, p. 3). There was no agreement between the city and the developer as to who owned the tree, wrote Noam Schnitzer of Renwick Development in an
email the same day, but “it was judged to have become dangerous” so he had it removed. Left, the tree on August 31. It had been dead for some time.
Photos: Independent.

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.
Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.
For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com
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Courier goes electric
4800 de Maisonneuve West,
Westmount Estates

renovated apartments near
Westmount Park and Victoria Village
1 bedroom from $1925
2 bedrooms from $2170
3 bedrooms from $2355

rent includes

Westmounters are likely used to human- or gasoline-powered couriers. Alex Cloutier is seen here
with an electric Triobike, corner Landsdowne and Sherbrooke August 26. Cloutier, who had just
made a delivery to the dental building at 4695 Sherbrooke, is newly employed by SOS Courrier,
which provides a broad range of courier services from local urgent (less than two hours) to
international delivery.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

SALES OFFICE

- appliances
- heating and hot water
- air conditioning units
 

yoga studio and pool
- dog friendly
- doorman

contact us to
schedule your visit
 

+1-514-525-8777
montreal@akelius.ca
akeliusmontreal.ca

Sabine Karsenti, Sales Director
MON.-FRI. 12PM-5PM ✴ SAT.-SUN. 1PM-5PM BY APPOINTMENT 514 303-1420 or 514 823-9286

www.Le1420.ca

18 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 8, 2020

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 8, 2020 – 19

Westmount
Then & Now

New members welcome

Historical association adapts given pandemic
◀ The Goode house at 178 Côte St. Antoine.

Caroline Breslaw

these to our members, so that they could
learn more about our local history and
architecture while enjoying the sociallydistanced walks so many of us depend on
during these months of shutdown. The inspiration for this came from Michael Kimmelman, the architecture critic for the New
York Times, who has been offering virtual
walking tours of New York
since the beginning of the continued on p. 20

When the coronavirus arrived in Montreal, we were all affected in different ways.
The Westmount Historical Association
(WHA) had to postpone the last two talks
of its winter 2020 lecture series. Our newsletter, normally based on the lecture series,
required a different choice of content.
We had to decide – cancel all activities
and hibernate until the situation was over
or find a different way of functioning. The
WHA board decided to change the focus
of the newsletter to “Facing Adversity.”
Westmount has gone through other
challenges in the past – the Spanish flu,
world wars, rationing, the 1998 ice storm,
the forced municipal merger, and so on.
We asked residents to write about times
like those, and for the first time will be
sending the newsletter digitally rather than
mailing it to our members.
Part of the challenge for the WHA is
that our office/archives, housed in Westmount Public Library, cannot be accessed
at the moment. Instead of using images
from our collection, we reached out to local

Lamp Repairs
25 years’ experience
with Arevco Lighting
in Westmount
• In-home service
• Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol
514-582-3906
photographers.
Doreen Lindsay, Brian Merrett, Laureen
Sweeney, Gabor Szilasi, Ralph Thompson
and Robert Zimmerman came to our rescue with photos from their own files.
We wanted to keep in touch with our
members during the crisis and offer them
an activity linked to heritage.
Walking tours
Over the years, the WHA has given
many walking tours. This year we offered
online self-guided versions of some of
◀ J. B. Goode with his daughter-in-law Marion
Catherine Goode and her two oldest children,
daughters Ella and Florence, in the garden at
178 Côte St. Antoine.

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in
stripping & staining

ENTRANCE DOORS

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

GK Decor

Commercial & Residential Painting

RESIDENTIAL PAINTING
COMMERCIAL PAINTING, INCLUDING:
• small shops • shopping centers
• grocery stores • offices
• new construction buildings
• restaurants & much more...

INSTITUTIONAL PAINTING, INCLUDING:
• public schools • universities • libraries
• hospitals, clinics etc...

Call for your free estimate today!

Gloria Keane
Sales Representative

450-635-9503
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J. B. Goode with his sons John Dudley and Thomas Gerald at the former sailing pond in Westmount Park, corner Sherbrooke and Melville. It is now a splash pad (when open).

GK Decor

Commercial & Residential Painting

RESIDENTIAL PAINTING
COMMERCIAL PAINTING, INCLUDING:
• small shops • shopping centers
• grocery stores • offices
• new construction buildings
• restaurants & much more...

INSTITUTIONAL PAINTING, INCLUDING:
• public schools • universities • libraries
• hospitals, clinics etc...

Call for your free estimate today!

Gloria Keane
Sales Representative

450-635-9503

Historical Association, cont’d. from p. 19
pandemic.
We were extremely fortunate to recently
receive a large donation to our archives
from the Goode Estate. This consisted of
hundreds of photographs and documents
from the Goode family, which lived at 178
Côte St. Antoine Rd. for almost 140 years.
This is the 1840 home which is about to
be given a special heritage designation by
the city of Westmount. The many months
of self-isolation have allowed us to begin
the inventory, digitization, and conservation of this valuable collection. It has already been used by researchers studying

the home’s architecture and grounds.
We hope to make the Goode House the
focus of our January 2021 newsletter.
The newsletters, self-guided walking
tours, and lecture series (normally eight
talks annually) are available to all WHA
members. Our website www.wha.quebec,
with a wealth of past newsletters, archival
photos, articles about local history, and
much more, is available to everyone.
If you’re interested in becoming a
member, you’ll find information on the
website’s home page. We will be delighted
to meet you when normal activities resume.

Tabagie Westmount Square

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Lawn Mowing, Gardening
Lawn mowing, weeding, trimming, raking leaves, snow shoveling. Please
contact Vince at 514-294-5562.
Chauffeur Available
Private Chauffeur, short runs, Automatic or stick, Westmount and Adjacent.
Reasonable rates. Experienced. 514 932 6951 Have Mask, Will Travel.

Classiﬁeds
in the
Independent
Why list your goods (or services)
on ﬂy-by-night, who-knows-whois-replying websites when you
can list (and sell) locally?
Buy a classiﬁed in the
Westmount Independent at:

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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Ecologist Zimmermann: heartwood rot to blame

A mighty oak falls in Westmount Park, narrowly misses high schoolers
By Heather Black
On September 3 at approximately 4:20
pm, a mature red oak between the two
upper arms of the lagoon in Westmount
Park collapsed, narrowly missing a group
of students sitting at a picnic table several
meters away.
Westmount resident Belinda Bowes was
walking her two dogs in front of the comfort station when she heard a crack and
turned to see it fall. She said: “At the time,
there were four or five high school students
at the picnic table and I went over to make

sure that they were okay.”
A close inspection of the broken oak –
60-70 cm in diameter at chest height – revealed reddish-black pulp as well as various
larvae and burrowing insects.
Another Westmounter in the park when
it fell, former forest ecologist Robert Zimmermann, said: “The tree was suffering
from advanced heartwood rot throughout
the length of its trunk and of the main
branches. The rot is usually detected with
an increment borer.”
Zimmermann explained that when
heartwood decays, a tree can still survive

Police Report

Store clerks waive charges
against intoxicated aggressor
By Martin C. Barry
A 30-year-old man who got into a physical altercation during the evening of August 27 with two attendants at a convenience store on Sherbrooke St. was lucky to
be let go without being charged by the police.
According to Station 12 community relations officer Stéphan Laperrière, the attendants asked the man, who was heavily
intoxicated and causing a disturbance in
the store, to leave around 7:20 pm.
After he refused, “he got physical and
aggressive with the two attendants at this
store,” said Laperrière, and an altercation
between the three ensued.
“There was a physical altercation because this person was too intoxicated in
the store,” he added. “When he was asked
to leave, he became physical with the two
attendants.”
When officers from Station 12 arrived,
they determined that one of the store at-

tendants had sustained a slight facial injury
while defending himself during the fight,
and that the suspect had also been hurt.
Although the officers finally expelled
the man, who was an East End Montreal
resident, and detained him briefly, the attendants declined to press charges, saying
they only wanted him to leave.
“The suspect was identified and released some time later a short distance
away, and then was told not to return to
the same place,” Laperrière said.
While the suspect got off without being
charged, the Station 12 officers recorded
his name and other identifying information in a local database for possible future
reference.
“His name is in our system now in case
another police officer has to deal with
him,” said Laperrière. “They will be able
to know that this person was intoxicated
on another occasion and became aggressive with other people.”

Before & After

The oak on Sept. 4, with city crews already at work cutting it up.

as the main water transmission and nu- looking. It also lacked the dead leaves
trient supply occur in the sapwood and from leaf wilt observed this summer in
other parts of the outer trunk. However other Westmount Park oaks. Zimmermann
the outer truck then bears the weight of remarked: “There is often not much that
the upper branches. He said: “At some can be done about heartwood rot, which
point, however, the tree collapses under is why commercial forestry avoid species
its own weight.
prone to it.”
According to Zimmermann, the decay was probably caused by fungi,
“Red oak is particularly
prone to two fungal diseases of the phytophthora genus, which generally enter the trunk
from cracks in the bark
at the base of the tree.
The fall of this red oak is
similar to the collapse of
many mature red oaks in
Summit Woods observed
in recent years.”
Many onlookers commented that the crown
and the foliage of this
particular tree was healthy
The oak on September 3, right after impact.
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Letters to the Editor
we can all walk about in safety and security?
Natasha Arora, Wood Ave.

Kudos to Public Security,
Public Works
On August 29 at Kensington Ave. near
St. Catherine, a huge section of a maple
tree broke away and fell to the ground,
blocking the street. Fortunately, no one was
hurt and it narrowly missed a car parked
across the street.
Public Security was alerted and showed
up quickly. Despite the pouring rain,
within minutes a Public Works crew arrived on the scene with equipment to unblock the street, then remove, mulch and
clean up the debris. A follow-up truck
passed by to sweep up and vacuum the remaining leaves.
Well coordinated, the entire process
took no more than 40 minutes from start
to finish and not a trace of the mishap remained.
Both Public Security and Public Works
deserve to be commended for their immediate and efficient response.
Andrea Klein, Kensington Ave.

Wrong way on
Côte St. Antoine
Some years ago, a one-way bike path
from east to west [i.e. uphill] was constructed on Côte St Antoine Rd. I have
driven on this road frequently and often
noticed there is more bike traffic travelling
in an easterly direction [i.e. downhill]
contrary to the signage. I recall there was
supposed to be a survey of the traffic on
this bicycle path but I don’t think it was
ever done or publicized.* This is causing
unnecessary danger to other cyclists, students and pedestrians. It is an accident
waiting to happen.
Tim Carsley, Barat Rd.
Editor’s note: I do find an article of ours describing feedback after the first year. Please
see November 8, 2016, p. 1. – DP.

One instance of
outdoor masks

Reflections on the pond ↗
in Westmount Park
Strolling beside the pond in Westmount
Park, reflecting on simpler times...
Paul Grenier & Christiane Loiselle,
Prince Albert Ave.

Failing infrastructure,
falling city
A similar version of this letter has already
been sent to the mayor of Westmount
On a recent evening walk, I flagged a
passing Public Safety vehicle at the corner

of Montrose and Forden. A few days earlier, I wished they’d been there when I had
nearly sprained or broken my ankle merely
from trying to reach the sidewalk around
a drain. I had recovered my stance, thankfully, and walked away injury free, but furious for fear of losing my mobility, and
much more.
While talking with these officers, I mentioned that my mother had fallen on

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount
Editor
David Price: 514.935.4537
editor@westmountindependent.com

Advertising sales
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567
advertising@westmountindependent.com
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Laureen Sweeney

Classiﬁed ads
www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
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Ted Sancton
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Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138
oﬃce@westmountindependent.com

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am).
Letters & Comments: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and
edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for
publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in
every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic.
14,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays)
Owned and published by:
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Greene Ave. in late June. En route to the
coffee shop donned in sneakers and cell
phone duly in her purse, Mum had no distraction but navigating the exploding sidewalk and the mismatched, oversized street
furniture. An able-bodied senior citizen,
she fell forward on her mouth (yes, her
mouth!) resulting in shattered front teeth,
swollen inner lip and beaten chin.
She endured trauma to her face and
morale whereupon it also caused her blood
pressure to rise, needing close monitoring
for many days thereafter. My mother has
since recuperated from that fateful day.
“God is kind,” she says, her smile recovered after dental repair.
Still, my whole family was shook by this
preventable event! The officers told me that
Westmounters are entitled to file a claim,
something I learned about that night. I was
given the form that still sits on my desk.
However, mayor, you should be reminded that my neighbourhood has been
falling apart for a long time now – and any
so-called improvements in our community
are not visible to my observant eye. Across
all of Westmount, our streets, paths and
circuits tell a different story: they are neglected, patchworked, ugly. Crucially, these
same surfaces should be useful, safe, neat
and accessible – at all times.
But, mayor, solutions guided by taste
and rigour exist. They simply do. Yet care
and leadership must also exist – in tandem.
What concrete measures are you taking
to sustainably execute on this unacceptable
state of affairs? And how much longer till

Everybody is doing their part. Spotted
in upper Westmount.
Virginia Elliott, Hillside Ave

Please remove the stumps
Thank you for publishing my letter in
the June 16 edition (p. 6) about outstanding
trees in Westmount.
I had given their precise locations, beginning with the one at the northeast
corner of Lansdowne and Sherbrooke,
moving on to those facing the Victoria Hall
community centre and between the YMCA
and the Public Library parking lot and
others – ending with one near the gazebo
beside the cycle path in Westmount Park.
Residents will be pleased to notice that
many of those trees are now no longer
standing out. They were “outstanding” because they were dead. As dead as can be.
And for many years.
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Letters to the Editor
I hope that the city will overlook my
ruse and be prompted to further action before winter sets in. Tree removal can be
costly. Depending on its size, a removal
can cost thousands of dollars. And for that
price, could the stumps not be removed as
well? There are numerous tree stumps in
Westmount. Many. Too many to be counted.
Stephen Chin, Sherbrooke St.
Editor’s reply: In fairness to the city and as
reported in our August 11 edition (“Dead
trees? Gone-zo,” p. 12), stumps were removed in the very part of Sherbrooke St.
that you mention, at the same time as
those dead trees. There may be other
stumps elsewhere, of course, although recent ones might still be “works in progress.” For instance, the ones photographed
for this issue (p. 9, 21) were only very recently cut and not even all the branches
have been cleaned up. – DP.

Enforce the by-laws,
or repeal them
Many readers will agree with former
councillor Gary Ikeman’s assessment of
the unsatisfactory manner in which unwelcome activity in Westmount Park is being
treated by Public Security this summer.
(“Former councillor: Increase ticketters,
add quotas, hand out leaflets, August 25,
p. 6).
While recognizing that we are in difficult times and park use has increased because of the pandemic, this is not a good
reason to ignore by-law infractions and
problematic behaviour. In fact, it is perhaps
even more necessary now to have good
monitoring because so many more users
are impacted by those flouting regulations.
The councillor currently responsible for
Public Security has responded that tickets
are only issued when “really needed.” For
the period of July 1 to August 16, a grand
total of 50 tickets were issued in all of the
city’s parks. Let’s do the math – that’s ap-

proximately one ticket a day – among all
the public security officers and the park cadets!
Since, as Mr. Ikeman has observed, patrollers are seldom seen, in fact they’re invisible, why does it take so many PSOs and
park cadets to issue a single ticket a day?
It is bad policy to enact by-laws that are
not enforced. If we are not prepared to actually apply reasonable requirements for
people to use park facilities in a respectful
and considerate manner, perhaps we
should just take the by-laws off the books.
Mavis Young, Melville Ave.

Where does the
recycling go?
The other day when I was putting out
the recycling I was asking myself what
exactly happens to our recycled material in
Westmount.
There are so many news stories about
how Canadian recycled waste is being
shipped to countries overseas to be “dealt
with”; how China no longer accepts our
poor quality recycled waste; how countries
are simply burning our recycled waste, and
how ships have brought this waste back to
Canada after years of sitting in their overseas ports.
Also, in January, it was reported that the
local recycling plants are closing.
So, I would like to know where does our
Westmount recycled material go? And first
and foremost – is it really recycled?
Mira Katnick, Abbott Ave.
Editor’s note: We are most open to the city’s
responses to these questions. – DP.

BEAUTY by NEALY
We are open again!
And following all
protocols to create
a safer environment.
Please call Nealy to book
your appointment.

Bon courage • Be safe

Nealy Chea
We use and sell:

NEALY BEAUTE
green-and-white bollards to create a “corridor piéton.” According to the sign, the idea
is to provide social distancing. I did not see
a single person using the corridor when I
was at the pharmacy and the frozen yogurt
place for a total of around 30 minutes at
around 4 pm on August 28.
There really is a war on cars, and you
can make a good case for it in the big picture, at least in the downtown core. But
what works in Amsterdam doesn’t work in
Montreal. It’s the lack of attention to detail
and ham-fisted implementation that leads
to this kind of nonsense. If one believes in
greening the city, how does closing access
to EVF charging stations help?
Matthew Cope, Somerville Ave.

Walk in or Call to book.

Pearson & Cohen-Tenoudji
Pharmacy

5025 Sherbrooke St. W.(near Claremont)
Suite 102 – H4A 1S9

(ground ﬂoor entrance, 30 min free parking)

TEL:

514-484-2205

FREE DELIVERY

www.montrealpharmacy.com

VISITE LIBRE - 13 SEPTEMBRE, 14-16H
OPEN HOUSE - SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2-4 PM

D.D.SS. Dentiste généraliste,
servicces esthétiques
et ortthodontie préventive

Dr NICOLAS
N
COHEN
D.D.SS. Dentiste généraliste,
servicces esthétiques
et d’im
mplantologie

BRITA NADEA
AU
D. Orthodontiste

ristian Chbat

4642 RUE SAINTE CATHERINE O., WESTMOUNT
885,000$

Denturologiste

1, Place du Commerce, bureau 100
Île des Soeurs, QC H3E 1A2

514-484-2222

FAX:

Dr DANIEL
D
COHEN

Le centre dentaire
de référence de
l’Île des Soeurs
HEURES D’OUVERTURES
L-M 8 h à 17 h
M--J 8 h à 19 h
Ven 8 h à 14 h
Ve

514

769-3939

dentisteIDS.com

SINCE 1990

Onsite nurse available
from Monday to Thursday
for your injection needs,
blood sugar monitoring,
general consultations.

This photograph shows an electric vehicle charging station outside the Westmount-adjacent Pharmaprix on Sherbrooke St. [at Grey Ave.]. Great, right?
Except it’s been blocked off (as well as a
whole bunch of parking spots) by those

Au cœur de l’Île depuis 1971

elle & lui

2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

War on cars, including
electric ones?

CENTRE
DENTAIRE

BIENVENUE AUX
NOUVEAUX P
PA
ATIENTS !

Free Parking

Ava Ball
Courtier immobilier et conseiller
T. 514-757-4485 | ava.ball@engelvoelkers.com
avaball.evimmobilier.com
©2020 Engel & Völkers. Tous droits réservés. Franchisé indépendant et autonome. Si votre propriété est déjà inscrite veuillez ne pas faire
cas de cette annonce. Courtier immobilier, agence immobilière, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec.
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Back to the boudoir, return to chic
Return to Retail
Veronica Redgrave
Brigitte Gasparyan is back and Le Boudoir, her Aladdin’s cave of exceptional accessories, has re-opened.
How was your sheltering in place?
Actually, I worked! We were closed for
10 weeks, but I put photos on Instagram,
and hand-delivered orders, carefully putting a bag at my customers’ doors. I have
two stores, and had orders both from my
Laurier shop as well as Westmount. It
seems that women still wanted to have that
“extra” little something, as well as gifts.
How did you dress?
I always wore jewellery. It made me feel
better.
What has changed with your
customers now?
They are buying the same things, but
actually now I am selling a huge number

of “fashion masks.” I sell at least 20 a day
and also for children. And it’s interesting
to see how clients are dressed. Early on,
women wore black leggings and had a relaxed look. But now, I note that they are
back to their former chic. One of my new
lines, Coast from Copenhagen, is easy-elegant, so they love that. They are also buying statement pieces and handbag covers
(Miss Plus from Italy) to protect their Birkin, Chanel and Prada bags – oh, and a lot
of sparkly pieces. It makes everyone feel
good!
How has the shopping experience
changed at your boutique?
I offer “top-of-the-line” hand sanitizer
at the door, and only allow two people in
the store at a time. We offer clients masks
and gloves. As jewellery is often touched,
we sanitize everything with a professional
sterilizer. There are no try-ons. If a customer brings a garment back, we put it
away for 48 hours and then steam it. But,
so far, we have had very few [returns].
Le Boudoir, 1228 Greene.
10 am to 6 pm.
Closed Sundays.

Library, cont’d. from p. 7
WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

the place of meeting in person and discussing books one on one with the children,”
she said, “but we decided that we wanted
to make sure the kids knew that we were
there for them, thinking about them and
really missing them, so we came up with
our own online program to complement
the fully online TD Summer Reading Club
(TDSRC),” Wayling explained.
Online log book

ANNE-MARIE LARUE

EVI HO

514-919-0877

514-862-7718
eviho@outlook.com

amlarue@uniserve.com

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
Re/Max Action Inc Agency – Westmount

The children were also encouraged to
sign up with the online TDSRC to receive
an online logbook, create their own avatar
and be part of a number of fun activities,
including the Battle of the Books that ran
all summer, and receive a number of
weekly prizes.
For the Battle of the Books, the kids
were asked to vote on their favourite book
each week (out of two provided on the site)
– the winner of the week battled the next
book and so on until they had one winner
at the end of August. The winner in English was: Dog Man: For Whom the Ball Rolls
by Dav Pilkey; for French, it was Pars,
Cours! Lenny by Nadine Poirier.
While there were fewer participants
than the usual more than 300, Wayling attributed the difference in large measure to
the closure of schools through which came
many of the participants. This year’s overall theme from the TDSRC of “Game On!”
had been set to reflect the Olympic games

Justin, 5, reads with his stuffed fox.

that ultimately were postponed for a year
due to the pandemic.
Over the month of July, the regular story
times from the children’s department –
which also took place online – recorded
over 3,000 viewers, she said.
Running the summer reading club online along with other children’s programs
has been a major undertaking “under very
challenging circumstances,” Wayling explained. Dawna Hobbs and Faith Holness
helped organize and film the story times.
Lora Baiocco, online librarian, coordinated
the entire online project while Molly Bower
edited and did the design work.
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Return to Retail
Veronica Redgrave

As the persistent pandemic keeps many
of us away from public places, cooking has
become our new best friend. And, according to Claire Mullins Kruyt, many of us are
paying more attention to fine ingredients.
The Westmounter is co-owner with
Roshi Chadah of Olives en Folie, renowned
to chefs, gourmands and budding kitchen
experimenters for its unique olive oils and
balsamic vinegars, as well as sensational
seasoned salts.
Although their boutique could have
stayed open during the lockdown, it was
forced to close due to local construction.
However, food aficionados kept them
“busy,” admits Claire. They took online
and telephone orders and “delivered them
ourselves, as employees couldn’t come in.”
Celebrating six successful years, the
shop, is cheerfully delicious with bright
Hermès orange and fuchsia colours acting
as backdrop to the gleaming casks of
specialty olive oils and vinegars.
And are they ever unique!
A few flavours I longingly noted were

Olives en masse
garlic-cilantro, Persian lime and blood orange – a favourite used in their shop’s free
recipe of chocolate orange brownies.
The pomegranate vinegar was sold out,
but others beckoned tastefully: honey &
serrano chilli, fig, and blackberry ginger to
name only a few.
The store is truly part of a community.
Not only do they offer salad dressing
classes using their own tasty products, but
there is a weekly farmer’s market, featuring organic fresh produce from La Ferme
des Quatre-Temps.
Usually there is a delectable display of
veggies for sale in front of the shop, but
now clients go online for their order, which
they then pick up at Olives en Folie later.
Kade Deline (right), Claire (left) and
Roshi also showed me their beautiful gift
selections.
Olives en folie, 386 Victoria.
Monday to Thursday 10 am to 4 pm
Friday & Saturday 10 am to 5 pm
Closed: Sunday
PS – As I left the boutique, I noted that
the once-fashionista-destination Pretty Ballerina, at 392 Victoria, has closed.
PPS – Some Westmount places are staying open – quietly. The noise of local Lam-

borghini, Maserati and Ferrari engines is
muffled by new tall walls sheltering
foodies from at neighbouring Greene-area
restaurants Gentile and Ryu. And West

Forno has an expansive white tent protecting customers from any inclement moments.
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Fehr pays it forward sewing masks
for St. Mary’s Hospital
City Views
Veronica Redgrave

During these persistent pandemic moments, there are many heart-warming
stories. People who give back.
Victoria village resident Don Fehr is one
of those people.
During COVID 19, he has been sewing
masks, not only for family and friends but
for hundreds of St. Mary’s front-line staff.
In 2017 as a patient at St. Mary’s, Don
began knitting beautiful caps for the hospital’s oncology patients. Today, he has
been donating countless hours to sew over

9 Lives

400 masks in various styles, colours and
patterns.
His tireless – and creative! – efforts have
benefitted St. Mary’s staff in oncology,
renal dialysis, emergency, as well as the
nursing staff and those manning the coffee
shop.
Don also made more than 1,500 “Ça va
bien aller!” rainbow-coloured hair scrunchies for the participants in the upcoming
St. Mary’s Girls for Cure fundraiser.
“I started sewing masks right from the
beginning of the pandemic to prevent myself from becoming bored while stuck at
home! I’ll keep at my sewing machine for
a few hours every day, as long as the need
continues.”
Cynda Heward, CEO of St. Mary’s Foundation commented that his “heartfelt gesture that shows how the St. Mary’s Community is very much a family.”

Charlotte is ready
chipped, ready for adoption into a new
family as soon as possible. Coming from
a survival mode on the streets and taken
in by the volunteers at Gerdy’s Rescues &
Adoptions, her foster family reports that
she gets along well with all and is most affectionate.

Lysanne Fowler

Manoir Westmount
A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

Westmount
A-dog-tions

Please contact Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions at its email info@gerdysrescue.org
or go to its website at www.gerdysrescue.
org for more information on Charlotte and
this grass-roots charitable volunteer based
animal rescue.
Your neighbour, Lysanne

Sibelle

Lysanne Fowler
A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals
 Daily tea
 Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

 Medication distribution
 24 hour security
 24 hour nurse
 Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8
For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

Miss Charlotte is a sweetheart, enjoying
every cuddle and looking forward to opportunities for bonding and companionship.
She is a beautiful grey-and-white tortie
with goldtone eyes, very healthy at eight
years of age.
She is spayed, innoculated and micro-

ChouChou Shoes
Serving the community for 39 years

End of season liquidation
on shoes and boots

Up to 80% off

Liquidation sales are next door to ChouChou
Please visit us at

4879 Sherbrooke St. W.
514-488-0009
This sale is for a limited time

We see many happy little beagle-type
doggies with families on walks in the park
and on Summit Woods. Sibelle is just like
them, except that she has not had much
luck and is waiting at the Montreal SPCA
kennel for adoption.It would be wonderful
if your family could make that difference
for her and she would be riding home in
the back seat of the car looking forward to
a loving home life.
Sibelle is so pretty, a black-and-tan girlie
with adorable hound ears and soft brown
eyes.
She is a very healthy and active threeyear-old, up to date with her inoculations,
spayed and microchipped.
Sibelle’s identification number is
43894809 and you can refer to it when you
go to the Montreal SPCA website at
www.spca.com and fill out the adoption application for her on the attached link.
Once submitted, you will then be con-

tacted within 24 hours for a telephone interview, followed by a visit by appointment
at the SPCA.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne
We welcome your letters
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose
and edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit before
Friday 10 am to be considered for publication the following
week. Email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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M A R I E S I C OT T E

514 953 9808
5
mariesicotte.com

        

W L C OM E T O T H E
WE

A DD
DRESS
GROUPE
E SUTTON CENTRE OUEST INC

NEW

NEW

NEW

WESTMOUNT
$1 , 49 5 , 0 0 0 W E S T M O U N T A DJ
$1 , 275 , 0 0 0
Reno
ovated home ide ally located in Victoria Village
V
Bright semi-detached w/ large yard + terrasse

360 °
VIE WS

143

AC R E S

ST | LE SUD-OUEST
$1 ,795 , 0 0 0
$ 3 ,19 5 , 0 0 0 A RU N D EL | CRYS TA L FA L L S
G O L D EN S Q UA R E M I L E | 3 495
4
AV. D U M U S É E A P T. 2 0 2
$2 , 495 , 0 0 0 M YS
3bdrr PH w/ 2 large decks + 3 garages, Facing
g canal Renovated 4bdr farmhouse clo
ose to Tremblant
Magnificent 3 bdr condo w/ 30 00+ sqft, ideally loc a t ed on quiet, presttigious street. 2 parking

P E R FEC T
LOC ATION

VIE WS

LUXURY
LIVING

NEW
PRICE

V I L L E- M A RI E
$1 , 72 5 , 0 0 0 W E S T M O U N T S Q UA R E
$1 , 0 5 0 , 0 0 0 L E CH
C ÂT E AU | V I L L E- M A RI E
$9 9 5 , 0 0 0 W E S T M O U N T S Q UA R E
$ 69 9, 0 0 0
Beautiful townhouse near Beav
ve r L a ke, 2 parking
 
 
Elega
ant 2 bdr unit w/ Southern exposure + parking
p
Splendid unit completely renov
v a t ed w/ views



G O LD E N
S Q UA R E
MILE

FACING
PARK

NEW
RENTAL
A

SOLD

L E P O RT- ROYA L | V I L L E- M A R I E
$ 61 5 , 0 0 0 V I L L E- M A RI E
$5 3 0 , 0 0 0 N U N S ’ I S L A N D
$ 3 ,10
0 0 / M O V I L L E- M A RI E | 142 0 S H ER B RO O K E O. , 5 01
2bdrr condo with breathtaking views + 2-car g
garage
Large 1bdr condo in the heart of
o Downtown
Beautiful 2bdr con
ndo ove
v e rlooking C a b ot Square
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Tania Kalecheff
514.992.6413

Lydia Dufresne
514.712.1602

tkalecheff@profusion.global

ldufresne@profusion.global

B.ARCH. CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE BROKER

www.kalecheff.com

Expertly providing answers and solutions
to your real estate needs for over 30 years
GORGEOUS CONDO WITH MAGNIFICENT BACKYARD

IDEAL 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, GARAGE

BEAUTIFUL COTTAGE, PARK & RIVER VIEWS

NEW

$849,000
WESTMOUNT ADJACENT • 4723 GROSVENOR

$540,000
OLD MONTREAL • 450 ST ANTOINE E.

$599,000
LAVAL • 3891 RUE ST MATHIEU

BUYING OR SELLING? WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
Our commitment to you:
We will be there to assist you in your real estate needs, always with:
• Honest and expert advice
• Knowledge of the local market
• Top-notch negotiating skills to attain your goals
• Marketing tailored to your property
• Being personally there for you from start to ﬁnish
• The support of Profusion and Christie’s excellence in real estate
2-BEDROOM ELEGANT FURNISHED RENTAL
OCTOBER OCCUPANCY

$3,200/mo
OLD MONTREAL • DE LA COMMUNE E.

BEAUTIFUL FURNISHED TOWNHOUSE RENTAL
NOVEMBER OCCUPANCY

$4,800/mo
ST. HENRI • 2237 STE. CUNEGONDE
1303 avenue Greene Suite 500, Westmount (Qc) H3Z 2A7
Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

2 BEDROOMS , GARAGE , VIEWS, IDEAL LOCATION
NEW

$2,000/mo
DOWNTOWN • 551 DE LA MONTAGNE #901

