
5th consecutive sitting videotaped, plus two audio taped 

No plan yet for return to in-person city council meetings 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As the city council met remotely by 
Zoom again on June 15, the abnormal 
format appeared to be on the way to be-
coming a norm. 

While the Quebec government that day 
had announced gatherings of up to 50 
would be allowed in some venues as of 
June 22, “there are no plans yet regarding 
council meetings,” and their return to the 
council chamber, according to Mayor Chris-
tina Smith. 

The June 15 meeting was the fifth 
session to be videotaped and livestreamed, 

a practice that started April 
20. The first two remote 
sessions on March 16 and 
April 6 had been audio re-
corded rather than videotaped 
(see story April 14, p. 7). 

While the virtual sessions 
are livestreamed to be viewed 
at the time on the city’s web-
site or its YouTube page, the 
meetings can also be tuned 
into and watched at a later 
date. 

From the start of the re-
mote sessions, citizens have 
been invited to submit ques-
tions online for question 
period but these have dwindl -
ed from 10 to the one asked 
last week on the call for Lans-
downe bollards (see separate 
story p. 11).

Simplified schedule announced 

Pool opens June 22 to ‘very different’ season 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Opening day was June 22 for West-
mount pool users. Specific schedules were 
announced last week based on the pool’s 
reduced capacity to 75 people to enable 
 social distancing and regulations for gen-
eral swim. 

With the exception of lap swim in the 
early morning, followed by senior swim 
(general swimming and/or aquafit), the 
rest of the day the pool is open for 90-min-

ute general swim slots with use of the div-
ing boards. 

The pool closes at 9 pm on weekdays 
and at 9:30 pm on weekends. It is to close 
for the season September 7. 

“It’s going to be very different and 
something we’re going to be learning 
through,” said Sports and Recreation di-
rector Dave Lapointe. 

Registration to reserve time slots for 
general swim is to be “an open first-come, 
first-served process,” he said. This can he 

made from any computer using a link on 
the city’s website or Westmount.org/reser-
vation. Users enter the facility card 
number and register seven days in ad-
vance. Breaks between the times are 
required for disinfecting work. 

If the government should allow lessons 
to take place, it’s not necessarily something 
the pool will offer, Lapointe said. This is 
because it would lead to re-arranging the 
system and pool numbers, 
and affecting general 
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Keep your distance 
in educational settings and public spaces 

Information and advice inside.

No issue next week 
( June 30) 

Next issue: July 7 The city council session June 15 as it appeared on a computer monitor. Shown in action are the mayor, eight 
councillors, city director general Benoit Hurtubise, top left, and city clerk Andrew Brownstein, third from left.
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newly renovated apartments 
two and three bedroom apartments 
starting at $2500 per month

expected completion date 
August and September 2020

introducing 266 Lansdowne 
luxury rentals across from Westmount Park

contact us to reserve 
your apartment
+1-514-525-8777
montreal@akelius.ca

Westmount rentals also available 
at our other properties

4800 de Maisonneuve  
starting at $2380

4557 Sherbrooke W
starting at $2020

1 and 10 Rosemount avenue
starting at $15 5

2050 Claremont
starting at $1500

apartment and property features  
- built-in Bosch appliances
- quartz countertops
-

- indoor parking
- bike rack

rent includes 
- kitchen appliances
- washer and dryer
- heating
- hot water



Residents asked to read ‘landmark’ report 

Cllr. Peart speaks out on behalf of ‘racialized groups’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount’s city council encouraged 
residents June 15 to read at least a sum-
mary report and 38 recommendations on 
systemic racism and discrimination in 
Montreal. It was released the same day as 
the council meeting following extensive 
public consultations in Montreal. 

“As the lone person of colour on this 
council,” Conrad Peart said, “it would be 
remiss of me not to mention the release of 
the landmark report.” It reveals he said, 
“what should be obvious to many in that 
the lived experience for racialized groups 
and indigenous persons is indeed subject 
to systemic racism and discrimination.” 

Acknowledgment of the problem was 
the first “and most important” recommen-
dation, he said. “Only once all of our resi-
dents are able to find full and equal par-
ticipation in our daily lives, will we be able 
claim equality in our cities.” 

Speaking personally, he said, “When my 
parents arrived in Montreal from Jamaica 
60 years ago to attend university, their lived 
experience was vastly different from my 

years growing up in Ottawa and Montreal. 
“Now, as the first elected person of col-

our in Westmount, I hope that my young 
daughter can look back to these times and 
know that we stood up and participated in 
change.” 

“These are very powerful words to fol-
low,” said Councillor Marina Brzeski, who 
echoed the need for people to read the re-
port. 

Shamie leads off 

Councillor Jeff Shamie, who had led off 
the discussion, said he knows that the 
council along with all Westmount em-
ployees “are united in the common belief 
of respect for human rights, dignity and 
honourable treatment of all people.” 

He noted how Westmount had voiced 
its opposition to Quebec legislation pre-
venting certain public service employees 
from wearing religious symbols and cloth-
ing in the workplace. “As the father of four 
daughters, every day I try to teach my 
children to do more to be inclusive and to 
build bridges with our neighbours.” 

These comments followed an impas -

sion ed statement delivered June 1 by 
Mayor Christina Smith after the fatal treat-
ment by police in Minneapolis of George 
Floyd and the subsequent protests across 
North America, including in Westmount. 

“I stand in solidarity with the protesters, 
seeking a more just world without dis-
crimination, inequality, systematic racism 
and injustice,” she said. 

As a mother of three young children, 
she explained, “I struggled with how to 
teach my children about why this is hap-

pening. I am raising my kids to believe that 
all are equal regardless of skin colour, re-
ligion or who you love, but that is clearly 
not enough. 

“I know I need to do more, listen more 
and learn more to teach my children about 
discrimination and the role it plays in so-
ciety. It is not enough to just not be racist,” 
she said. 

“We must continually push for and de-
mand of others a society where equality 
and justice for all is a reality.”
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DANIELLE ALLARIE 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com
514.730.8708 
dallarie@gmail.com

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com

Ville Marie – 500 Rue de la Montagne #803 
MLS # 24970804 | $679,000

NEW LISTING

Montreal – 2750 Trianon, apt. 106 
$378,500 | MLS 16047969

SOLD

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514-895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave 
Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514-933-6781 – fax 514-313-5362

Your Search 
Ends Here!

Best kept secret: Dorval Island 

1st ad! Looking for a quick getaway with no commute? Dorval Island is located just off Dorval in 
beautiful Lake St-Louis. Only 15 minutes from downtown. With its 50 summer cottages, the whole 
family will have memories that will last a lifetime. Swimming pool with lifeguard, tennis court and 
parks, ideal setting for rest and relaxation. Accessible by ferry. No cars, no stores. 
Safe environment for the whole family. Two properties available: $299,000 and $499,000

Downtown Rental 3768 Côte des Neiges 
Spacious cottage on 4 floors, lots of bdrms 
& space for home offices. Fully renovated and 
clean as a button. Parking & garage. Walking 
distance to schools, metro, buses, and the 
downtown core. Avail imm. $4,900/mth

From election day 2017: Conrad Peart, second from left, was elected to council on his first at -
tempt. He is flanked by his wife, Claudia Perrotte, and his brothers Byron and Kevin.
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MAATTE

Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

BEAUXARTS I Golden Square Mile 

$1,188,000 Well appointed 2 bdr., 
2 bathrooms, 1,516 s.f. condo. 
24/7 doorman, valet parking, 
pool & exercise room. Dogs 
are welcome!! MLS 13837578

People urged to pick up own garbage 
from parks, not congregate 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With the onset of summer and re-open-
ing from the pandemic, there are four 
times as many people congregating in 
Westmount Park and King George (Mur-
ray) Park (KGP), littering and leaving the 
parks strewn with garbage, Mayor Chris-
tina Smith said last week. 

“They’re leaving garbage all over the 
place. We’ve added weekend (Public 
Works) crews, waste bins and parks pa-
trols. But it’s taking them four hours to 
clean up the parks. People have to take re-
sponsibility for picking up their garbage. 
It’s a disgusting display of thoughtless-
ness.” 

By 9 pm, she said, “KGP is full. Our 
parks are incredible and now they have be-
come people’s lifeline.” But she appealed 

to people to pick up their own garbage. 
Public Security director Greg McBain 

said that he has never seen the parks so 
busy since starting as a parks patroller him-
self in 1991. 

He said the patrollers are reminding 
people of the provincial government’s so-
cial distancing requirement. 

Mayor Smith said that when groups 
spot the patrollers, they separate, but as 
soon as the patrollers leave, they get back 
together again.

This post-party detritus was almost put in a 
garbage can at in Murray (King George) Park, 
as seen on June 6. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Council seeks increase  
to summer day camp fees 
By Laureen Sweeney 

For the second time during the pan-
demic crisis, city council June 15 proposed 
a change in the tariffs by-law. The first 
change had been to reduce fees related to 
café-terrasses. This time it’s to increase the 
fee for youth summer camps. 

This fee will go from $130 a week for a 
full day to $150 a week “in order to meet 
residents’ needs during the COVID,” the 
resolution states. 

Councillor Mary Gallery, whose com-

missionership includes sports and recre-
ation, said that “we had to raise the rate to 
help cover the costs.” These relate to the 
reduced number of “campers” the city is 
able to enroll in each two-week session as 
well as increased number of councillors 
required by the Quebec government. 

Because there were still spots available, 
she said, the city would be opening up 
sessions to allow for participants to register 
for more than one two-week session. A 
total of 68 can be accommodated during 
each of the four two-week sessions.

Xinfa Wen 
(residential real estate broker) 

438-725-1998 
Your local trusted Chinese 
broker in Westmount 
Royal Lepage Heritage

Prime location! Completely renovated 
& spacious semi-detached cottage, 
very con veniently located in the heart 
of West mount. Steps to the parks, 
shopping and schools, meticulously 
maintained over years. 4+1 bedrooms, 
3+1 bathrooms and 1 integrated 
garage + 2 driveways. A MUST SEE. 
Asking $2,169,000 centris # 24424120

OPEN HOUSE 
by appointment June 28 

470 Cote-St-Antoine, Westmount
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3165 Place De Ramezay, Westmount Adj.

3044 Ch. St-Sulpice, Westmount Adj.    

4 Av. Murray, Westmount

621 Av. Clarke, Westmount

68 Summit Circle, Westmount

 170-176 Ch. de Senneville, Senneville

28 Av. Devon, Westmount

3250 Av. Cedar, Westmount

619 Av. Sydenham, Westmount

44 Ch. de Stukely, Bolton Ouest

SPECTACULAR ESTATES

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$27,800,000

$8,998,000

$7,995,000

$7,500,000

$5,588,000

$9,500,000

$8,888,000

$7,500,000

$6,980,000

$4,500,000
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NEW TO MARKET

LUXURIOUS CONDOS

DISTINGUISHED RESIDENCES

579 Av. Roslyn, Westmount

1650 Rue Sherbrooke O., apt. 18EST, Ville-Marie

63 Cours Gables, Beaconsfield

36 Crois. Summit, Westmount

87 Crois. Summit, Westmount

604 Av. Clarke, Westmount

495 Av. Viger O., apt. 3401, Ville-Marie

746 Av. Lexington, Westmount

3024 Ch. Picquet, Westmount Adj.

4285 Boul. De Maisonneuve O., Westmount

401 Av. Stuart, Outremont

1280 Rue Sherbrooke O., apt. 430, Ville-Marie

45 Crois. Summit, Westmount

82 Crois. Summit, Westmount

3029 Ch. De Breslay, Westmount Adj.

480 Av. Mount-Pleasant, Westmount

2380 Av. Pierre-Dupuy, apt. 1401, Ville-Marie

3420 Rue Drummond, Ville-Marie

40 Av. Prince-Philip, Outremont

8 365e Avenue, St.-Hippolyte

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

JOSEPHMONTANARO.COM  |  514.660.3050

$4,800,000

$6,900,000

$5,499,000

$3,499,000

$2,999,000

$3,998,000

$3,499,000

$4,650,000

$3,498,000

$2,599,000

$2,699,000

$3,198,000

$3,998,000

$3,180,000

$2,199,000

$1,995,000 +GST/QST

$2,950,000

$3,800,000

$2,999,000

$2,399,000



Good news: some open facilities – but 
please remember to follow health guidelines 

The good news is that we seem to have 
flattened the curve, and the number of new 
cases of COVID-19 in Westmount has de-
clined sharply. While we must continue to 
physically distance, wear masks and wash 
our hands regularly, we are at the same 
time gradually re-opening our municipal 
facilities and operations. In so doing, we 
are following the policies and recommen-
dations of Public Health and the Quebec 
government as we strive to find the right 
balance between ensuring the well-being 
of our community and the opening up of 
society. 

At the outset, I wish to emphasize that 
the situation is evolving on a daily basis. 
We expect that over the course of the 
summer we will be frequently adjusting 
our operations and programs. The best 
way to access that information is on our 
website – westmount.org – and the city’s 
social media platforms. I urge you to book-
mark our site. 

Our facilities are at the heart of our com-
munity. They are the gathering points for 
Westmounters. The following is a status 
report on our tennis courts, library and 
summer camps. 

Tennis courts are open for both singles •
and doubles as well as lessons. Residents 
can also now invite a guest who does not 
have a Westmount Sports and Recreation 
card to play. 

The pool is open to Westmounters with •
Sports and Recreation cards by appoint-
ment only. Reservations can be made on-
line or by phone. We are planning to soon 
offer some programming, so please 
check the website for details over the 
coming weeks. 
There are still a few spots available for •
Westmount day camps, which begin on 
June 29. In light of the pandemic, camp 
operations will be different than previous 
years, but we are confident they will bring 
much needed fun and enjoyment to kids. 
I am also sure that parents will appreciate 
the break. 
The library is now offering curbside pick-•
up. I encourage you to go to the library 
website to request your books. 

As Westmounters emerge from their 
homes, we are spending more and more 
time in our parks. We are indeed fortunate 
to have so many public green spaces in our 
city. Families are enjoying picnics, and we 
are delighted that our young people are 
gathering at King George Park in particu-
lar. I am pleased to report that, for the most 
part, everyone is respecting physical dis-
tancing. To help us manage the popularity 
of our parks, we have hired more staff at 
Public Works to work weekends and nights 
and additional Public Security officers for 
park patrols. 

The challenge we are facing is that too 
many people are not picking up their gar-
bage. Please show respect for your neigh-

bours and help preserve the beauty of our 
parks by cleaning up after your get-to-
gethers. 

Our summer infrastructure projects, 
particularly roadwork, have been launched. 
We appreciate that this is inconvenient for 
residents living on streets where work is 
under way, but it is critical that we move 
ahead with these initiatives. 

The pandemic has hurt store and res-
taurant owners across Westmount. Let’s all 
shop local this summer. I urge you to visit 
Greene Ave., where, working with the local 
merchants, we have introduced a number 
of initiatives to enhance your shopping ex-

perience. We have added more furniture 
and space for pedestrians without sacrific-
ing any parking spots. 

As we all continue to adapt to the im-
pacts of COVID-19 and the de-confinement 
process, please remember to wear a mask 
when you cannot keep a two-meter dis-
tance. The city is distributing re-usable 
masks, so please check our website to find 
out how to get them. 

Despite the challenging times, I urge 
you and your family to enjoy all that the 
city has to offer this summer. 

Above all, stay well.
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WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Given COVID cutbacks at most of our advertising clients, 
the Independent is running on a skeleton staff. 

Advertising, accounting, stories – one 
contact, one email (but please be patient). 

David Price, editor 
Best method: 

editor@westmountindependent.com 
For voicemails: 

514-935-4537 – I will get back to you 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters & Comments: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and 
edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for 
publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to 
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in 
every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 

13,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Mayor’s Column 

Christina Smith

St. Stephen’s development plan 
still in PAC process 
By Lauren Sweeney 

A residential development 
plan for the former St. 
Stephen’s church at Atwater 
and Dorchester is still under 
consideration by the city’s Plan-
ning Advisory Committee 
(PAC), Mayor Christina Smith 
said last week. 

“We want residential,” she 
emphasized, confirming what 
she had told a group of resi-
dents concerned about the im-
pact of the vacant property on 
the neighbourhood. This hap-
pened at a small community  
meet ing regarding squatters 
and homeless people held June 
10. 

“A couple of people said it’s 
the city’s fault it hasn’t been built, but we’ve 
gone back and forth with the developer and 
it’s in the PAC process to develop the church 
building and vestry into residential. 

“Residents are all very eager to have the 
project proceed,” District 8 councillor Kath-
leen Kez added. “The development will 
complete the residential feel of the neigh-
bourhood.” 

Development challenge 

Developing a property such as this one 
is a challenge, according to the city’s Urban 
Planning director Tom Flies. “It’s trying to 
strike a balance between developing a Cat-
egory I heritage property and something 
that respects the city’s zoning. 

“It’s not something that works quickly,” 
he added. “We want to move the file 
further, but need proposals. The ball is in 

the developer’s court.” 
In this case, Flies said, the current situ-

ation is amplified by “shelter require-
ments” concerning homeless people 
around Cabot Square. 

Mayor Smith said, “We have been re-
ceiving a deluge of emails and calls at all 
times of day and night concerning disturb-
ances from people needing a shelter. We 
keep asking the neighbours to call 911, so 
the data can build up, and the patrols have 
increased.” 

The real solution, she said reiterating 
previous statements, is for a permanent 
shelter near Cabot Square. A temporary 
day shelter has been operating at Dawson 
College (see story April 28, p. 13). 

The Independent was unable to reach the 
developer for updated information by press 
time Monday.

The St. Stephen’s vestry, as viewed from Were dale Park on 
June 19. Photo: Martin C. Barry.
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To stand up to the virus,
�wear a mask:

at the grocery store,  
in shops, on public transit.

Let’s keep at it.
Let’s continue to protect ourselves.

Québec.ca/mask

 1 877 644-4545
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WE ARE BACK 
Coiffure Jean John 

All safety measures are in 
place for your protection. 

APPOINTMENT RECOMMENDED 

4897 
Sherbrooke 

Westmount 

514-486-6261

Hommes    Femmes      Enfants 
Men               Women     Children

Specializing in Quality Meats 
* Wagyu Beef 

* 1855 Grass fed AAA beef 

* Quebec Lamb and Veal 

* Grain fed chickens 
(no antibiotics, no hormones) 

* Farm fresh eggs

Thank you to our loyal customers who have 
supported us during these unprecedented times

New Gourmet Products 
* Joe Beef Marinades 

* Mandy’s Salad Dressings 

* Smoked Salmon 

* Lasagna, Pastas 

* European artisanal meats 

* Wide range of 
marinated meats 
for the BBQ season...

Curb side pick-up available 

514.931.4613 
Mon-Sat: 10 to 5 ◊ Sun closed 

4419 rue Ste-Catherine O. 
(corner Kensington)

Council told construction cones 
a danger to cyclists 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city will be installing flexible bol-
lards along the Lansdowne bike path be-
tween Westmount Ave. and Sherbrooke, 
Mayor Christina Smith said last week after 
the request had come at the June 15 council 
meeting from the Association of Pedes-
trians and Cyclists of Westmount. 

The decision was made by the city’s 
Trans portation Advisory Committee (TAC) 
that met June 16, she said. 

Without the bollards, “the safety of 
many Westmount cyclists, in particular, is 
compromised,” the group’s president, Dan 
Lambert, told the council meeting in his 
submitted question. 

“Construction cones were added to de-
fine (its dual use as) the pedestrian corridor 
but they are constantly being moved to-
wards or onto the sidewalk by contractors 
and delivery trucks,” he explained. This 
forces cyclists to swing out into the driving 
lane to pass the displaced cones while rid-
ing down a hill – “a risky manoeuvre.” The 
white line painting had worn off. 

Mayor Christina Smith agreed, saying 
she had driven down Lansdowne recently 

and “so many cones had been moved. They 
have taken away the bike lane. Certainly 
construction cones should not be in the 
bike lanes.” 

Following the TAC meeting, she told 
the Independent the numbers and distances 
required for the bollards were being 
measur ed but it was not known when they 
would be installed.

Looking north up Lansdowne Ave. from Sher -
brooke St. on June 19. Photo: Independent.

Speedy comes in first! 

Speedy, an adorable aquatic turtle, has 
the honour of being the first animal to be 
presented for adoption in this new Animal 
Kingdom adoption column. This will give 
Westmounters the opportunity to consider 
the integration of rescued shelter pets 
other than dogs or cats into families in our 
neighbourhood. 

Speedy is a very attractive aquatic red-
eared turtle, named for the red spot behind 
each eye, as a contrast to the beautiful 
green, olive brown, yellow and black mark-
ings on the top and underside of her shell. 

Speedy is social and curious, enjoying 
her aquarium swimming, and stretching 
her legs to explore the house. She requires 
an aquarium 10 times larger than her size, 
water in her aquarium at a temperature of 
26°C that is changed regularly, integrating 
accessories such as a water access plat-
form, as well as a UVB basking light and 
a heating lamp to keep her body tempera-
ture at an optimal level while she keeps 

warm for hours. 
She needs to be fed three times a week, 

so taken out of her aquarium and fed the 
special mix of protein, fruits and vegetables 
formulated for her breed. 

Speedy is nine years old, a youngster 
still, given that her breed can live 50 years 
in captivity. Speedy is in the special aquatic 
turtle section of the Montreal SPCA and is 
available for adoption through her identi-
fication number which is 42367969. 

Please refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com and complete its 
simple online application for exotic 
 Speedy’s adoption. You will be contacted 
within 24 hours for a telephone interview, 
followed by a visit by appointment at the 
SPCA. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Animal 
Kingdom 
Lysanne Fowler
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

swim. 
“It’s all about how many people we can 

allow in.” 
On weekdays, lap swim takes place every 

day from 7 am to 8 am with a half hour for 
disinfecting and then from 8:30 to 9:30 am. 
The pool will then be reserved for seniors’ 
swim from 10 to 11 am (Monday and Friday 
for their general swimming and Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday for aquafit). 

General swim then takes place from 
11:30 am to 9 pm. 

On weekends, lap swim is at 9 am and 

10:30 followed by general swim 12 noon to 
9:30 pm. 

The pool access will be via the Lans-
downe entrance to the WRC and there will 
be no changing facilities available, so 
bathers must arrive wearing their bathing 
suits. 

Since government requirements and re-
strictions seem to change almost daily, 
pool users are requested to keep checking 
the city’s website for updates and not de-
pend on getting their information through 
Facebook, Mayor Christina Smith pointed 
out last week.

Pool, cont’d. from p. 1  

WAG field re-opens 
The field at the Westmount Athletic 

Grounds (WAG) behind Westmount High 
is open again, Mayor Christina Smith con-

firmed to the Independent June 18 by email. 
It was fenced off on May 29. 

“The original plan was for a minimum 
of two weeks and a maximum of three 
weeks [of down time]. The fences came 

down at 2.5 weeks because the landscaper 
felt it was ready. 

“The process seems to have worked and 
we will have a much better field for the rest 
of the summer.”

The WAG field on June 16. The grass was green and appeared to be very healthy. Photo: Independent.



Brzeski votes against: seeks tree plan 

Council approves $242,442 to remove trees and stumps 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The state of Westmount’s dead or dying 
trees came up again at the city council 
meeting June 15. That’s when a contract 
was awarded for $242,442 to remove 176 
city trees and their stumps. Of those, 58 
are in parks and 118 mostly along streets 
in front of people’s homes. 

The vote, however, was not unanimous. 
Councillor Marina Brzeski, as commissioner 
of sustainability and accessibility, voted 
against the motion, saying she need ed more 
information on replacement measures. 
 Citing the role of trees in reducing carbon 
emissions, she suggested there might be 
“a deficit” in the number being planted. 

Mayor Christina Smith later said these 

types of questions need to be asked and 
that she urges council members to “vote 
with their conscience.” The environmental 
portfolio is a difficult one since it affects 
all city departments and other com mis -
sion er ships, she explained. 

Councillor Cynthia Lulham, who moved 
the resolution, also told the Independent 
that 175 new trees ones had already been 
planted (125 this spring after 50 in the fall) 
and another 125 are to be added this fall 
(see story May 26, p. 5). 

Making headway on catchup 

“We have catch-up to do, but we’re mak-
ing headway,” she said. 

Fifty percent of those to be removed 
under the new contract – some 89 – have 
been killed by the emerald ash borer while 
87 have suffered from “die-back,” having 
only a few branches, or none, remaining, 
she explained. 

“The $242,442 will come from this 
year’s operating budget and not our special 
tree fund, which is $300,000 rather than 
$500,000 as had been previously men-
tioned.” The contract went to Service d’En-
tretien d’Arbres Viau, the lowest conform-
ing bidder.
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Onsite nurse available 
from Monday to Thursday 

for your injection needs, 
blood sugar monitoring, 
general consultations. 

Walk in or Call to book. 
Pearson & Cohen-Tenoudji 

Pharmacy 
5025 Sherbrooke St. W. (near Claremont) 

Suite 102 – H4A 1S9 
(ground floor entrance, 30 min free parking) 

TEL: 514-484-2222 
FAX: 514-484-2205 

FREE DELIVERY 

www.montrealpharmacy.com

BEAUTY by NEALY 
Our salon services are 
currently unavailable, 

but our beauty products 
are still for sale 

Pick-up at our office, or 
delivery to Westmount! 

Bon courage • Be safe

NEALY BEAUTE elle & lui 
SINCE 1990

2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616 
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

Nealy Chea 

We use and sell:

Free Parking

Four dead trees on Sherbrooke St. in front of Victoria Hall, the library and Westmount Park on 
June 19. Photo: Independent.
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Jennifer Maccarone 
Députée de Westmount–Saint-Louis 

514 395-2929 
jennifer.maccarone.WSL@assnat.qc.ca

1134, Sainte-Catherine Ouest, bureau 801 
Montréal, Québec J3B 1H45

Bonne fête nationale 
Happy Saint-Jean-Baptiste 

Bonne fête du Canada 
Happy Canada Day

To alternate weekly Greene/Prince Albert square 

First Sunday market July 5 
features food, animation 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The first of Westmount’s Sunday 
farmers’ markets will take place July 5 in 
the Greene Ave. parking lot, Councillor 
Cynthia Lulham announced last week. 

This is to be followed the next Sunday, 
July 12, by one in Prince Albert square as 
well as down the street. They will be open 
10 am to 4 pm. 

Both markets are to alternate weekly be-
tween the two venues throughout the 
summer in collaboration between the city 
and the two area merchant associations, 
for Greene and Victoria village. 

“We think this will be very good for our 
merchants and for residents.” Lulham said. 
“It’s win-win.” 

Participants will be expected to provide 
their own tables, tents and umbrellas, she 
said, and will follow a COVID-19 market 
design. 

There is also expected to be “fun” en-
tertainment such as magicians, jugglers 
and music, “not loud but something that 
animates the event.” 

A coordinator is being hired for the 
summer though the associations and paid 
for by the city using some of the $200,000 
recently appropriated by the council for 
economic development. 

Featuring food 

Fashioned along the lines of local mar-
kets, such as those in Knowlton, that em-
phasize food and flowers, Lulham said that 
by last week, the Greene market had al-
ready lined up participants that include 
Boucherie Du Coin, the butcher shop on 
St. Catherine at Kensington, and Arlington 
Gardens, which delivers produce baskets. 
Its co-owner, Claire Lanctôt, is a former 
resident of Arlington Ave. 

“While this year there is no participation 
fee, our goal if the markets are successful, 
is for the associations to have a fee struc-
ture,” said Lulham, whose commissioner-
ship includes economic development. 

▶Looking north up Greene Ave. on June 18. 
Photo: Independent.
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Westmount Park’s dawn redwood now protected 

By Heather Black 

A deciduous conifer with green foliage 
– which turns to cinnamon in the autumn 
– stands near the children’s playground in 
Westmount Park. 

A dawn redwood (metasequoia glyptos-
troboides), the tree is now found only in 
scattered stands in central China and is 
classified as an endangered species. 

Prized for its beauty and history, a new 
protective panel relays an interesting past. 

Fossil evidence of the tree was found in 
1941 and, later that year, a living dawn red-

wood was discovered near Hubei by forest 
ranger T. Kan. With a history dating back 
150 million years, this “dinosaur tree” 
sparked scientific interest worldwide. In 
1947, an expedition sponsored by Harvard 
University’s Arnold Arboretum found a 
large stand and collected seeds. These were 
then dispersed to public gardens and uni-
versities across North America, including 
in Montreal. 

According to writer Bronwyn Chester, 
the first dawn redwood was planted at the 

Montreal Botanical Gardens in 1948 by 
landscape designer and curator Henry 
Teuscher. A former dendrologist (wooded 
plant expert) at the New York Botanical 
Garden, he was mentored by plant-ex-
plorer Ernest Henry Wilson, also known 
in his era as Chinese Wilson, keeper of the 
Arnold Arboretum from 1927 until his 
death in a car accident in 1930. 

Teuscher planted a second dawn red-
wood in 1949 at Wilson’s gravesite in 
Mount Royal Cemetery in tribute to his 

many Asian expeditions. 
Although the tree grows to a 

height of 10 rather than 45 
metres in Montreal, its survival 
here – and throughout the world 
– is a success story for conserva-
tionists. 

Westmount Park’s dawn red-
wood with its distinctive cone-
shape is a particularly fine speci-
men. Councillor Cynthia Lul-
ham, commissioner of urban 
planning, economic develop-
ment and parks, said: “The Parks 
department has done a wonder-
ful job. This new panel not only 
protects the tree but also provides 
information on this rare species.”
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

CARPET CLEANING SPECIALISTS

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

ORIENTAL RUGS: 
NEW AND ANTIQUE 

hand wash and repairs 
g COVID CLEAN h 

ALL CARPETS 
AND FURNITURE 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND 

WORKMANSHIP FOR 35 YEARS!

The tree and its panel on June 6. Photos: Ralph Thompson.



Andrew Katz launches ‘I Just Want to be Super’ 

Book depicts young boy’s exuberance, kindness 
By Laureen Sweeney 

When a young boy called Nino gets 
 especially energetic, his creator – author 
 Andrew Katz – finds a solution in his new 
picture book I Just want to be Super! 

It’s a small orange mask carried home 
by Nino’s cat, Jaguar, which Nino puts on 
and gives him the power to do everything 
in super-mode, from clearing away his 
dishes to saving his cat from a tree mons -
ter. 

“Woo-hoo, look what I can do!” he ex-
claims. He rushes around doing great 

things with new enthusiasm, all depicted 
in vivid colour and “swooping” action il-
lustrations. 

During Nino’s nap, he makes himself 
invisible under the covers and when he 
opens his eyes, his super powers are re-
charged. As a result, he is able to rescue 
Jaguar from a monster. Are his new adven-
tures in a dream or in his imagination? 
That’s left to the reader. 

Author Katz, who has been teaching 
English literature and creative writing at 
Dawson College since 2006, takes his latest 
inspiration from an exuberant nephew. 

“Nino learns there are many ways to be 
super such as showing empathy, helping 
others, making new friends and being 
gentle. I was trying to address kids who 
have a lot of energy,” he said. 

Coming to the library 

The book was launched virtually June 
16 along with its French translation, Je suis 
Super Nino! Both are expected to be avail-
able soon at Westmount Public Library, ac-
cording to children’s department head 
Wendy Wayling. 

The library has already featured the 

author’s first book How to Catch a Bear who 
Loves to Read in a reading and on its Story-
Walk panels in Westmount Park (see story 
October 16, 2018, p. 15.) 

This is the first children’s book for illus-
trator Tony Luzano who, Katz said, “being 
Filipino-Canadian provided a great oppor-
tunity to represent a family with brown 
skin and straight hair” as Nino, his sister 
and parents are depicted. 

The book is published by Crackboom! 
Books, as was the previous one. Katz is 
now working on a sequel to “the bear who 
loved to read.”
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Andrew Katz June 19 with his new book I Just want to be Super! on Victoria Ave. June 19. 
Photo: Independent.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Window washing 

WINDOW WASHING & GUTTER CLEANING! Low rates, excellent service. For 
free estimate, call Jeff 514-655-3690. Fully insured. 

Gardening, yardwork 
Gardening, Weeding by hand, Trimming, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleaning, 
Raking Leaves. Please contact or text Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Fitness 
Personal Trainer: lower back, joints, relaxation, conditioning, weight loss, 
flexibility. Using Qigong and Kungfu conditioning. Park or Zoom 438.321-
5775.

Classifieds in the 
Independent 

Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-
night, who-knows-who-is-replying websites 

when you can list (and sell) locally? 

Buy a classified in the 
Westmount Independent at: 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally
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Cause: Under the Tuscan Sun/Long Live the Queen 

Fundraiser profile: Elaine Lalonde 

As Social Notes depends on social events, 
which depend on gatherings, times have 
changed. But we’ll meet again. 

Until then, we profile the disappointed 
but determined supporters of great causes to 
see how they are faring in our smaller world 
and learn their event’s new plans. 

Elaine Lalonde is a professional 
fundraiser who volunteers at the 
Queen Elizabeth Health Complex. 

What was your event? Cause? 
For the past 17 years, Under the Tuscan 

Sun, our signature event, raised funds for 
the Queen Elizabeth Health Complex [on 
Marlowe Ave. in NDG]. This year was par-
ticularly exciting, as we had not only moved 
to a new venue, but had rebranded the 
even ing as “Long Live the Queen.” Dress 
code was still business attire – but no tiaras 
were required! As the venue is spectacular, 
we had no real decorating costs, but rather 
we had planned huge amounts of fresh 
flowers, and of course our famous food sta-
tions. 

It was planned to be held on what date? 
May 28, 2020 at Maison Principal. 

Have you planned a new date? 
The event was held on May 28. But via 

a fabulous online moment. 
How are you sheltering in place? 

Personally, I welcome the time at home 
to re-organize closets! I am also cooking 
more. There is less running around to go 
to meetings. That’s a real plus. 

But my work as a fundraiser doesn’t 
stop. I am connecting weekly with other 
non-profits whose revenues depend largely 
on fundraising events, just like the QEHC 
Foundation. I get to attend very interesting 
webinars and am discovering new tools 
that before this moment I never had the 
time to explore. 

It’s amazing to see the solidarity in time 
of crisis. This is why we are going to appeal 
directly to our donors to ask for their help. 

Have you developed a daily routine? 
My daily routine consists of calling/

FaceTiming my parents and watching the 
Trudeau 11 am press conference and es-
pecially the Quebec government’s one at 1 
pm. I try to monitor my news intake. Es-

pecially news coming from the United 
States – it’s too discouraging. Apart from 
that, whatever is on the schedule for work. 

Instead of cocktail attire, what are you 
wearing? 

Running shoes are now worn daily! And 
it feels great. More jeans, but no jogging 
pants! Early in the week, or if I have a 
Zoom meetings, I dress up and put on 
make-up. It’s important not to let yourself 
get lazy – but I must admit I did during 
the first couple of weeks. Wearing work 
clothes puts me in a work mindset and I 
get more things done that way – or so it 
seems LOL. 

How are you staying in touch? 
I stay in touch by calling people on the 

phone or FaceTime. I want to talk to 
people, not text them. The foundation 
board members meet on Zoom. It’s so 
great to see their faces and feel the team 
spirit. 

I personally stay in touch with lots of 
family members and friends. I FaceTime 
friends who live abroad a lot more often 
now. We are all in this together. The amaz-
ing thing about confinement is that you 

know your friends are not out and about 
so it’s easier to reach them. I especially 
think of my friends who live alone and 
friends of my parents who 
are confined in senior resi-

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

    

acaeco a Spt

ttT

isit our boutiqueiV

rea
t

  

gnd Rinmoiaar D

elfsso

e to discuss all the possibilities!

t Your
cul

    

with ou

Call 514.848.059

  

ts.t

95 to schedule an appointm

ur diamond exper

  

ment

er Bucher.
uisse.ca
l F    

T EA S S I O N AP

Patek Phficial Agents of fO
escent · 5142195 Cr

f   

Y  S I N C E  1 9 5 4E  J E W E L L E R

Carl·migianiPar·hilippe
KaufmanndeSu.848.0595 · 

continued on p. 21



Young Angel 
princess 

A tall and elegant young beauty, sweet 
Angel is available right now for adoption 
from the Montreal SPCA kennel to lead a 
princess life with the other pampered dogs 
in Westmount. 

Angel is stunning, with a soft black coat 
uniquely contrasted by her white shirt, tiny 
booties, and white spot on her face to make 
her an original. 

There is definitely some Great Dane in 
her to account for her bearing and long 
legs! 

With the Summit Woods and dog runs 
available for young dogs to get their daily 
exercise and socialize, there is definitely a 

place for her amongst the neighbourhood 
pooches. 

Angel is only a year old, growing still 
and learning through play and a training 
routine. 

She is very healthy, up to date with her 
inoculations and treatments, is spayed and 
microchipped. 

Angel’s SPCA identification number is 
43821656. Please refer to its website at 
www.spca.com and complete its simple on-
line application for Angel’s adoption. You 
will be contacted within 24 hours for a tele-
phone interview, followed by a visit by ap-
pointment at the SPCA. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Stunning Salar 

He is breathtaking. There is no other 
word for handsome Salar’s presence. 

As you can see, he was hiding in his car-
rier when he arrived at the Montreal SPCA 

cattery, not understanding why this was 
not a trip to the veterinarian and a swift re-
turn to the only home he knew. 

Salar is a superb white, long-haired an-
gora with light saphire blue eyes and an 
exquisite sculpted pink nose. He is very af-
fectionate and playful, an ideal companion. 
Salar is very healthy at seven years young, 
is up to date with his inoculations an treat-
ments, is neutered and microchipped. 

His SPCA identification niumber is 
44867499. 

Please refer to its website at www.spca.
com and complete its simple online appli-
cation for precious Salar’s adoption as soon 
as possible. You will be contacted within 
24 hours for a telephone interview, fol-
lowed by a visit by appointment at the 
SPCA. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

1350 Greene Ave. 514.935.8389 @emma_boutique

JUNE SPECIAL! 
Up to 50% off 

Alberta Ferretti. Cambio. Etro. Herno. MMissoni. Moncler. Mother. Philosophy. Red Valentino. Smythe etc...

dences and cannot even go outside for a 
walk. My heart goes out to them. 

Link for supporters? 
Our supporters are welcomed to contact 

us by email at mdonofrio@qehc.org or can 
make a donation online by going to: www.
qehcfoundation.org 

What do you miss the most given our 
smaller world? 

I miss having friends over to my house 
and going out to restaurants. I also miss 
going into stores. But what I miss more is 
the carefree attitude we used to have. I find 
people are more on edge these days. 
Anxiety levels are increasing and that’s 
wor risome. The community must stick to-

gether. And people need to be patient with 
one another. 

A smile doesn’t cost anything and can 
make a real difference in the life of a 
stranger. Especially when you are stand ing 
in line in [bad] weather to go  grocery shop-
ping. 

Kindness and patience are key these 
days.

Social notes, cont’d. from p. 20  

9 Lives 
Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler



Bird-watching is therapy, environmental engagement 

What to do in these trying times? Take 
up birding! 

Not only are our cardinals, goldfinches 
and bluebirds beautiful, but also listening 
to songbirds improves creativity and re-
duces stress. Another benefit – an in-
creased connection to nature – is linked to 
pro-environmental action such as recycling 
and composting, two goals of city hall. 

Songbird factor 

According to researcher Eleanor Rat-
cliffe, bird songs remove listeners from 
day-to-day concerns, restore a sense of 
calm and evoke pleasant memories. 

This daydream state improves attention 
as well as creative associations for problem 
solving. The sound of songbirds also re-
stores circadian rhythms to improve mood 
and sleep patterns – important for those 
with ADHD. 

Observing bird behaviour – whether our 
pest-control woodpeckers or predator mer-
lins – also leads to “soft fascination.” 

The question “What’s going on?” stimu-
lates species knowledge and “biomimicry” 
design solutions. Researcher Daniel T. Cox 
found that individuals who could identify 
more bird species, also felt more con-
nected to nature. This trait “connectedness 
to nature,” in turn, predicts psychological 
well-being and pro-environmental behav-
iour. 

According to The Wildlife Society, 
birders are also four times more likely to 

engage in conservation efforts. And when 
children witness an “awe moment” – such 
as ducklings learning to swim – empathy 
and an emotional bond with nature de-
velops. Researcher Claudio Rosa found 
that greater contact with nature during 
childhood is positively associated with con-
nectedness to nature and adult ecological 
action. 

Nature mindfulness 

Birding also helps young children learn 
about neighbourhood nature and – when 
you sit and wait – to develop patience. To 
avoid disturbing birds, educators at Le Ni-
choir sanctuary recommend observing 
from five or six meters. 

Recording and photographing bird be-
haviour also alerts youth to specific ecolo-
gical roles, habitat loss and migratory pat-
terns. Our mallards, for instance, dis-
tribute duckweed, which detoxifies ponds, 
which are vulnerable to climate change. 

And youth do care! This spring a young 
artist drew attention to the plight of West-

mount Park’s ducks, see bottom photo. 
A common concern at the first West-

mount Park consultancy, the resulting rec-
ommendations – at engage.westmount.org 
– include more duck protection and a natu-
ralized pond free of frost-fragile pipes. 

At future events, support these and 
other bird-friendly features such as native 
shrubs for food and shelter. 

But caring for birds also means that all 
citizens – young and old – respect city by-
laws. These prohibit feeding wildlife in 
parks – bread and birdseed cause de-
formed “angel wings” and neurological 
damage in ducklings as well as interfere 
with adult migration. 

And as harassment – throwing sticks 
and stones or stalking and chasing wildlife 
– is both cruel and illegal, please report all 
violations to Westmount Public Security at 
514.989.5222. 

Engage as a birder 

Birding is fun and, from time to time, 
astonishing. I once witnessed a battle for 
the Westmount armoury when the resi-
dent crow – ousted by two merlins – re-
turned with five others to reclaim his 
perch. 

So, try birding and connect with nature. 
It’s a win-win for you, your family and – 
when you recyle, compost and advocate for 
wildlife protection – the community.

ECOWatch 

Heather Black

A cardinal.

A poster on a lamp post in Westmount Park by an unidentified artist.

22 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – June 23, 2020

Place Alexis-Nihon

514-931-4283 Open 7 days a week

We now deliver to Westmount! 
We would also like to welcome you with 1 hour 
of free parking on us! We hope to see you soon!

pharmaprix22@gmail.com

Personal Care and 
cleaning supplies

Medication , 
Cosmetics

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Aesthetic Medicine & Varicose vein treatments

514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen 
CCFP (EM) 
Fellow CSP 

Phlebology 
Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount 
www.xomed.ca  |  info@xomed.ca

20 years of 
Excellence, Professionalism & Passion

Make the right choices… 
Plan your visit with Dr Rowen today!

NOW OPEN  
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Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, professionalism and consistency – this is what 
has defined our business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage portfolios, control 
risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Bruce Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it is specifically tailored to meet your 
needs and expectations. Our personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio management, 
is why the Bruce Kent Group is the largest discretionary portfolio management group at RBC Dominion 
Securities across Canada, with over $4 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio 
management and comprehensive 
wealth management, we would be 
pleased to discuss how we can put 
our experience to work for you.

To meet with us, please call : 
Nathalie Roussin, Vice President & Wealth Advisor, or  
Jean-François Dion, Vice President & Portfolio Manager,  
at 514-878-7292 
1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal  |  brucekentgroup.com

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Excellence
in Portfolio Management:
There is wealth in our approach.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company  
of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved.

BRUCE KENT
GROUP
PRIVATE INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT
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