
‘Risky’ Sunnyside work postponed 

City projects $5.7M shortfall 
from effect of COVID-19 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With city finance officials projecting a 
shortfall of $5.7 million in revenue this 
year due to the pandemic, a recommenda-
tion accepted by city council members May 
4 included paring down the capital works 
budget, city director general Benoit Hur-
tubise said May 6. This is funded mainly 
by the operating budget. 

“We have to find savings by the same 
amount as the shortfall since we are not 
allowed to run a deficit. 

“It’s a big challenge but we’re fortunate 
because of our pay-as-you-go financing (of 
capital works), an option some other mu-
nicipalities don’t have.” 

The main infrastructure project being 
postponed is the reconstruction of Sunny-
side estimated to cost $3 million to $4 mil-
lion, Hurtubise said. “This is a huge pro-
ject with risks and potential delays [due to 
it] being on rock. So we have to be pru-
dent.” 

Another postponement is restoration of 
the water feature in King George (Murray) 
Park. 

There have also been savings in expen-
ditures, including $1 million in remuner-
ation from the recent lay-off of temporary 
auxiliary workers, he said. 

“We’re still working like nuts because 
we’re facing many uncer-
tainties and trying to an-

A very late Groundhog Day? 

This groundhog (or marmot) was seen on Arlington Ave. May 4. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Residents: ‘Too high, out of keeping with neighbourhood’ 

10 letters to city all oppose proposal for 4216 Dorchester 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As the city continues to deliberate on 
whether a proposed condo project for 4216 
Dorchester (just west of Greene) might be 
allowed to exceed the area’s zoning, the 10 
letters of comment received at a February 
deadline were all in opposition. 

They referred almost unanimously to 
the proposal as being too high, too large 
and out of scale with the neighbourhood; 
and that the building’s design and archi-

tectural materials were “too modern” and 
out of keeping with the streetscape. 

The project that was put to a public con-
sultation meeting January 28 calls for the 
building with 11 units to rise five storeys 
(some set back) above a longstanding va-
cant lot sandwiched between the former 
Order of Nurses’ office building and tur-
reted greystones at the corner of Colum-
bia. 

A former three-storey apartment build-
ing at the site was destroyed by fire April 

25, 1999. This led to its partial demolition, 
then total destruction by a court order 
sought by the city when an extensive foun-
dation became overgrown by weeds and in-
fested by vermin (see story September 15, 
2015, p. 9). 

One letter writer complained he had 
been asked at the consultation meeting to 
provide “evidential data” that traffic would 
increase, one of his concerns. 

Another, who listed 
con cerns over a proposed 

continued on p. 3
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How Westmounters can get medical help: Dr. Roper 

Tele-medicine, separate clinics given COVID-19 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Are you “hot” or “cold”? 
“Hot” means you have suspected 

COVID-19 symptoms. “Cold” means you 
may have another type of complaint such 
as an injured ankle. 

That’s how a recent Quebec govern-
ment reorganization of the primary health 

care system for hot and cold clinics was ex-
plained last week by Mark Roper, a well-
known Westmount physician who is chief 
of the Queen Elizabeth super-clinic just 
over the border in NDG. 

People with family doctors should call 
them first, though about one third of West-
mount residents don’t have one, he said. 
In either case, they can book a telephone 

appointment through 811 (which can in-
volve a wait) or book online for one 
through the Quebec Medical Appointment 
Scheduler at www.rvsq.gouv.qc.ca/en/pub
lic/Pages/home.aspx. 

They will be called by a doctor who will 
treat them on the phone or refer them to 
either a “hot” clinic for suspected COVID 
cases at the Jewish General Hospital or a 
“cold” clinic for others without symptoms. 
These are the Queen E clinic or one at the 
JGH. “You can specify which one,” Roper 
said. 

“The idea is to not merge ‘hot’ and ‘cold’ 
together at a hospital emergency room,” 
he explained. “And the system is working 
well.” 

Checked at the door 

Anyone who receives an appointment 
to go to the Queen E. clinic, for example, 
will be checked by a nurse at the entrance 
to ensure they are free of coronavirus 
symptoms, see a doctor and then leave. 
“It’s all about isolating yourself by going 
in and out.” 

The Queen E is not accepting walk-in 
patients during this period, Roper said. 

“We don’t know how long this will last,” he 
added. “To date, the clinic has been COVID 
free.” 

The staff handles about 60 tele-medi-
cine calls a day and sees 25 patients on ap-
pointment. 

It serves the entire west-centre health 
region (CIUSSS) that includes West-
mount, NDG and downtown (Ville Marie) 
west of Park Ave. It is located at 2111 North-
cliffe, just south of Sherbrooke.
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RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave 
Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514-933-6781 – fax 514-313-5362

Your Search 
Ends Here!

Westmount 655 Murray Hill Location, location, location! Steps 
to Murray Hill Park and schools. Drenched in sunlight, fully 
 renovated, move-in condition. $2,299,000 Centris 15784333

Montreal West Detached contemporary on quiet cul-de-sac, 
close to Strathearn Park and public pool. Indoor garage, large lot. 
Very bright and beautifully maintained. $988,000 Centris 28526393

Houses in Westmount’s Victoria Village: 
443 Prince Albert $6,200/month Centris 12502480 

413 Lansdowne $3,995/month Centris 25453326 

388 Grosvenor $4,800/month furnished 
summer rental.

Dorval Island Summer cottage on island in Lake St-Louis. Min -
utes from downtown. Public tennis & pool. No cars, no stores, no 
worries! Accessible only by private ferry.$550,000 Centris 17401117

1st Ad

Rentals

ticipate the worst-case scenario. The fi-
nance team is doing an exceptional job.” 

Nothing will be normal 

“Even when we get back on track to 
something more normal, nothing is going 
to be normal,” explained city treasurer Julie 
Mandeville. 

“The big loss in revenue is expected to 
come from transfer duties (the welcome 
tax) anticipated to account for $2.5 million 
[of the shortfall] calculated on 35 percent 
of the budgetted $7 million,” she said. “But 
we don’t really know how the (real estate) 
markets are going to react.” 

Other drops in revenue during March 

and April come from lesser amounts from 
parking meters and permits, and the lost 
fees from the cancellation of spring and 
most summer recreation programs, as well 
as penalties waived on late payment of 
property taxes and deferred tax install-
ments. 

“Our concern is also what will happen 
to our agglomeration quote-part for 2021 
given Montreal’s shortfall,” Hurtubise 
added. More than half Westmount’s oper-
ating budget goes to the Montreal agglom-
eration for shared services and other ex-
penses. 

Montreal recently projected revenue 
shortfalls of some $500 million from 
COVID-19 and an economic slowdown.

Shortfall, cont’d. from p. 1  
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Alan
Klinkhoff
Gallery

Toronto
190 Davenport Road
416.233.0339

Montreal
1448 Sherbrooke Street West 
514.284.9339

www.klinkhoff.ca
info@klinkhoff.ca

On May 7, 1920, the first exhibition of the Group of Seven opened at the Art Museum of Toronto (today 
the Art Gallery of Ontario). We celebrate the centenary with a dedicated virtual presentation of more than 

30 paintings by Tom Thomson and the Group of Seven, the three invited guests to that first exhibition 
(including Westmount resident Robert Pilot), and the artists who joined the group later. 

Visit Klinkhoff.ca/GroupofSeven

Walter Klinkhoff (left) with Group of Seven members Arthur LIsmer, 
Edwin Holgate and A.Y. Jackson at Galerie Walter Klinkhoff in 1962
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4785 Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount 
Montréal, Québec H3Z 1G4

Greek Taverna

www. .ca

Please inquire for our : 
Family Style

& 
Greek Traditional 
Cooking Specials

Many new restrictions this year 

Community gardens to open 
May 18 at the WAG 
By Laureen Sweeney 

It’s the time of year that gardeners 
dream about all winter: getting seeds, 
plants and hands into the soil. 

And the good news is that the city is re-
opening the two community gardens at the 
Westmount Athletic Grounds (WAG) May 
18, Councillor Cynthia Lulham announced 

at the city council meeting May 4. But with 
this will come many changes, conditions 
and designated times. 

“In a nutshell, there are quite a few 
changes on how the city must operate 
them,” according to city director general 
Benoit Hurtubise. “Distancing is one of 
our challenges and limiting the number 
[of people] at any one time.” 

The garden on the Hallowell 
side of the WAG has only 26 lots 
while the one on the Hillside side 
has 61. 

Users are being contacted to 
give them the rules and accessing 
times, he said. Each user will be 
able to go twice a week, on week-
days only and at a reserved time. 
They will have to bring their own 
small tools and clean the larger 
ones after use such as the shared 
hoses and wheelbarrows. 

While the compost will be sup-
plied by Public Works, which 
looks after technical aspects, the 
operation of the gardens is man-
aged by Sports and Recreation.The plots on the Hillside Lane side, June 18, 2018.



Rainbow matches houses 
This beautiful rainbow was created by 

the talented duo of Astri Prugger and her 
daughter Clara McGaughey of Victoria 
Ave. It nicely matches the colourful row 
houses on the opposite side of the street. 

Joan McCordick, Abbott Ave. 

Thanks for the call, but 
how do you know my age? 

I had a phone call yesterday from West-
mount Public Security. The woman who 
called sounded a bit apologetic when she 
said that Public Security was checking in 
with people over the age of 70. 

A question. How does Public Security 
know how old I and my husband are? Not 
that I am complaining. I am extremely im-
pressed that our community is trying very 
hard to look after us. And we are definitely 

in that age group. 
Westmount has been, and continues to 

be, a community where I feel safe as an ac-
tive senior. I walk early almost every morn-
ing, and while I try to vary my routes, I 
regularly see several other people whom I 
recognize by waves and a friendly “good 
morning.” 

Thanks, my community. 
LynnPecknold, Grosvenor Ave. 

Editor’s reply: I don’t know exactly, but our 
reporting (emphasis added) has intimated 
at various sources. In “City reaches out to 
more than 575 residents aged 70+” (April 
7, p. 5), reporter Laureen Sweeney wrote 
“A city phone blitz was launched April 1 to 
reach out to some 575 known Westmount 
residents of 70 years ... The list was accumu-
lated from a number of sources...” In “Land-
scapers out in force” (April 21, p. 7), she 
wrote: “[People] age 70 and over can expect 
to receive robocalls from the Montreal pub-
lic health department ... While Westmount 
Public Security and the library have been 
calling residents of that age who are known 
to Westmount through various city activities, 
the Montreal health department has access 
to lists not available to Westmount.” 

Ian’s angels 
May 5 was a significant birthday for 

long time Westmount resident, Sylvia 
Hobbs (photo below). 

A big party was called for. But in lock-
down? I organized a surprise virtual party 
starting at 11 am and hosted by Zoom, 
Facetime, email and telephone with 40 
guests, followed by dinner for two at 7 pm. 

Enter my angels. Three Westmount 
sisters: Olivia, J. J. and Clea Miller had vol-
unteered their services on Facebook to give 
their help to anyone who needed them. I 
am disabled with a mobility problem. By 
email and in secret, they bought a birthday 

card, found white tulips, and collected 
dinner from Toucheh and dessert from 
Christian Faure, and delivered it all at the 
very moment I asked. 

So, perhaps some good will come out 
of our present problems. Communities 
will come together, neighbours will help 
each other and we will all learn what and 
on whom we really depend on, and what 
we can live without. 

Stay safe. 
Ian Spofforth, St. Catherine St. 

Can library add pick-up 
service, please? 
Open letter to the Westmount Public 
Library 

I thought I should maybe forward this 
message we received from another library 
where we also have a membership [New-
port Public Library in Rhode Island] , as it 
might give you an idea of what others are 
offering as a service during COVID [pick-
up service for anything that the library has, 
including books, DVDs and CDs]. 

I would think that you should be able to 
offer a similar service as you already have 
the computer platform in place for patrons 
to send in their requests for materials they 
would like to borrow. 

Eric Graham, Metcalfe Ave. 
Reply from the library: Thank you for con-
tacting us with your request. We are mak-
ing plans to do just that, but we are waiting 
for a directive from the city administration 
and the provincial government’s health 
authorities to lift the non-essential services 
work ban. We are also taking this time to 
prepare the library physically to have all the 
health and safety requirements in place be-
fore any staff can return to their positions. 

Please rest assured that our patrons are 
utmost in our concerns and that we are 
mindful that there are many who do not 
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Letters to the Editor

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Given COVID cutbacks at most of our advertising clients, 
the Independent is running on a skeleton staff. 

Advertising, accounting, stories – one 
contact, one email (but please be patient). 

David Price, editor 
Best method: 

editor@westmountindependent.com 
For voicemails: 

514-935-4537 – I will get back to you 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters & Comments: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and 
edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for 
publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to 
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in 
every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 

13,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

The houses on the east side of Victoria Ave. on May 6. Photo: Independent. 



have access to electronic resources or that 
they are not substitutes for the printed 
book. 

Circulation in a limited capacity (mostly 
likely as a reserve/pick-up) will be the first 
non-online service to be offered as soon as 
we are able to resume our duties. 

Stay safe, stay home. 
Julie-Anne Cardella, Director 
(Westmount Public Library) 

Thanks for bringing spirit 
of Westmount to readers 

My thanks to the staff and publisher of 
the Westmount Independent, who continue 
to work to keep Westmount residents in-
formed during these difficult times. You 
have been able to offer news specific to the 
pandemic and updates on city activities as 
well as articles on our neighbours that help 
to bring the spirit of Westmount into our 
homes. You are an important member of 
my Westmount. Thank you, again. 

Jim Richards, Dorchester Blvd. 

What’s a dog to doo? 
Maybe it takes a lockdown to promote 

unusual forms of expression, such as this 
fascinating lawn sign. The message is clear 
that no. 1 is verboten, but is silent on no. 2, 

apparently meaning it is acceptable. For 
practical purposes, wouldn’t you think it 
might be the other way around? 

I also had no idea that in this posh 
’hood, pooches can read. 

David Fish, Metcalfe Ave. 
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Wealth planning strategies 
during a market downturn

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Excerpt from “Wealth planning strategies during a market downturn,” 
The Navigator, RBC Wealth Management Services, April 2020.

John Archer is a Portfolio Manager & Wealth Advisor 
with RBC Dominion Securities in Montreal. He 
welcomes inquiries regarding your own wealth 
management needs, including a complimentary 
portfolio review. Please contact him directly at 
514-878-5040 or via email at john.archer@rbc.com. 
For more information, visit www.johnarcher.ca.

Take advantage of 
capital losses 

Did you report a capital gain 
on your tax return in any of the 
past three years? If so, now 
may be an opportune time to 
review your investment portfolio 

to determine if there may be a 

for tax purposes. A capital loss 

If there are excess capital losses, 
they can be used to offset capital 

previous tax years to generate 
a tax refund. As well, net capital 

tax year can be carried forward 

future capital gains. 

If you sell securities in a loss 
position and intend to repurchase 
the same securities, you should 

rules may deny your immediate 
use of the loss where you or 

identical security on the 30th day 
after the settlement date of the 
loss transaction. When possible, 
you may wish to consider some 
transactions that may enable 
you to sell your investment that’s 

the capital loss while possibly 
avoiding the application of 

example, you could switch to 
another high quality similar 
security with similar exposure 
to the markets or transfer the 

with you (e.g., a parent, adult 
child or sibling). 

Fulford Residence 
is a private non-profit continuing 

care residence for senior ladies. This 
gracious facility provides a special 

combination of residential living, activities, 
support and health care designed to meet 

the individual needs of each resident. 

Located on Guy Street, this lovely Victorian 
house, built in 1850, was once the home 
of a wealthy Montreal family. With a wide 
verandah and well-kept flower gardens, 

the residents are able to enjoy an outdoor 
setting, as well as indoor spaces for 

groups or for quiet activities. Dr. Hew 
is always on-call, visiting through the 

week, and working alongside Head Nurse 
Carlo Mesiano. With caring staff available 

24 hours a day, home-cooked meals to 
meet every taste, pro fessionals and 

volunteers who visit to provide services and 
activities, the ladies of Fulford enjoy 

a quality of life that encourages individual 
strengths and abilities. 

Fulford’s rates are reasonable and 
competitive. If you are looking for a caring 

environment for a lady of senior years, 
please visit Fulford to under stand the 

essence of this very special place. 

Fulford Residence is pleased to offer 
short term respite care

Letters to the Editor
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Guest column 

What role for residents’ committees in healthcare sector? 
By Claudette Cardinal 

I am a member of a residents’ commit-
tee of a CHSLD and of our umbrella group, 
a users’ committee. These committees are 
linked to the CIUSSS West-Central Mon-
tréal. 

I do not write this in any official capac-
ity, nor as a representative of these com-
mittees, but rather as a concerned member 
of two of these groups. Based on my ex-
periences of the past two months, I wonder 

where citizens and volunteers fit into this 
superstructure. 

Prior to the two most recent reforms in 
the medical and social care and services 
system, boards of directors existed for 
most health establishments, composed in 
part of community members. 

Two sets of reforms 

The second-last reform (in 2004), by fus-
ing CLSCs, CHSLDs and hospitals into 
CSSSs (Centre de santé et services sociaux) 
reduced the number of boards. Part of 
their original purpose had been to address 
a community’s concerns and provide in-
formation about the local community. 
This, in turn, would allow the boards to set 
up medical/nursing/social and commu-
nity programs that would respond to the 
needs of each local community. This re-
form was the first step in centralization, 
reducing the number of boards of directors 
and weakening citizen involvement. 

The most recent reform, the one re-
ferred to as the Barrette reform, did even 
more. Among other effects such as hyper-
bureaucratization and the creation of 
quasi-impenetrable hierarchies, it excluded 
ordinary citizens from the boards and cre-
ated superstructures that are extremely un-
wieldy. 

In the Act Respecting Health and Social 
Services, S-4.2, elements of the reform are 
set out. For example, Section 209 stipulates 
that users’ and residents’ committees are 
established in each institution. 

Section 211 stipulates that the “executive 
director of the institution must foster the 
proper functioning of the users’ committee 
and of any in-patient [residents’] commit-
tee.” 

Section 212 sets out the functions of the 
users’ committees and Section 212.1 stipu-
lates that an in-patient [residents’] commit-
tee must exercise certain functions set out 
in Section 212, which include defending 

the common rights and interests of users. 
The residents’ and users’ committees 

are thus creatures of the Ministère de la 
Santé et des Services So-
ciaux. They have a role 
to play in good times 
and bad. These commit-
tees are also regulated 
by Terms of Reference 
Relating to Users’ and 
Resident Committees, 
which contain guiding 
principles that underline 
their actions, their legal 
functions and other re-
sponsibilities. Nonethe-
less, these committees are independent 
of a CIUSSS, which must collaborate in 
defending residents’ and users’ rights. 

My concern is that the above-mentioned 
CIUSSS has systematically blocked these 
committees from playing a role and fulfil-
ling their responsibilities under the law. 

The residents’ committee in which I am 
involved had offered to make phone calls 
to families of residents in the CHSLD. We 
could not inform families of their loved 
one’s medical condition because we did not 
know it, and that was not our intent, but 
we could have offered comfort and em-
pathy and support. 

Support for family members lacking 

Support for family members had, for 
the most part, been sadly lacking from 
other official channels until recently. No 
one disputes that people working in the 
health care sector are extremely busy. We 
could have shared some of the work, les-
sened the load a tiny bit and at no cost to 
the taxpayer. But we were kept at more 
than arms’ length. For about six weeks, 
we were ignored. When some of the top 
management deigned to meet with the 
representatives, these latter were humoured 
into thinking there might be some opening, 

only to be told a few days later that we 
could not become involved in communi-
cating with residents’ families because of 

confidentiality issues. 
On a personal note, 

I have been involved as 
a volunteer in some of 
the establishments now 
part of this CIUSSS 
since April 2001. In vari-
ous capacities, I have 
signed five confidential-
ity agreements. And I 
am surely not the only 
person with work and 
volunteer experience en-

tailing confidentiality agreements. 
Confidentiality is of vital importance 

and we were not suggesting to breach it. 
We simply wanted to offer families, many 
of whom we know, some support which 
until recently has been sadly lacking. 
Those of us involved in these groups know 
enough to respect confidentiality. Many 
other CIUSSSs have welcomed these resi-
dents’ and users’ committees into the fold 
and during this pandemic have relied on 
them and given them a role to play in com-
municating with families. 

Why not the CIUSSS West-Central 
Montréal? 

Claudette Cardinal obtained a diploma 
in nursing from the Ottawa General 
Hospital/University of Ottawa and 
worked at many hospitals in general 

duty, in the operating room and in 
intensive care. She also taught nursing 

at Concordia University. She later 
completed a BA and an MA in history 
and a law degree, and was the director 

of a shelter for homeless women and 
children, an adjudicator on 

an administrative tribunal in Ontario 
and worked at Amnistie internationale 

Canada francophone.

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Online Guitar 
Lessons for 
Everyone 

Whether you are a practising 
musician who wants to 
improve your skills or a 

beginning player who has 
always wanted to learn the 

guitar, live online lessons are 
a personalized and fun way to help 

you achieve your goals. 
With over 20 years’ experience teaching 

pop, rock, jazz, blues and classical 
guitar, I tailor my lessons to the 

individual student’s strengths and 
musical taste. Whatever your age or 

background, everyone can take part in 
the joy of learning and playing guitar. 
If you are in the market to buy a guitar 

online or have an old 
one lying around, 
I can advise you. 

Chris van Soest 
24 years’ experience 
in Westmount, NDG, 
Hampstead & CSL 

cvansoest70@ 
gmail.com 

514-207-1539

‘My concern is that the 
above-mentioned CIUSSS 
has systematically blocked 

these committees from 
playing a role and fulfilling 

their responsibilities 
under the law.’



 OCISEIRAM  ETTO   

ON CENTRE OUEGROUPE SUTTomce.totiesicmar
3 9808514 95
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A Lansdowne property just below The Boulevard on May 6 with a blossoming magnolia and large rainbow in the window. The owner said the rainbow is for her daughter, who works in healthcare. 
Photo: Ralph Thompson for the Westmount Independent. 
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COVID-19 affects everything – including Westmount real estate coverage 
By David Price 

I will try to avoid the platitudes that we 
hear so often these days (does anyone need 
to hear the phrase “the new normal” ever 
again?), but as Bob Dylan sang in 2000 
“things have changed.”* I doubt that he 
had Westmount real estate in mind, or its 
coverage, but it sure applies. 

Real estate analyst Andy Dodge has 
been covering Westmount real estate for 
us since May 2012 (and for his own evalu-
ation business and for another publication 
for decades before that). 

His columns usually have a rhythm to 
them. His analysis of actual real estate 
transfers from several months prior is fol-
lowed by one of more recent, as-yet-un-no-
tarized deals. The latter type of column 
comes with a graph. The two types of col-
umn are usually not that different in their 
conclusions. Real estate is not the stock 
market, so a few months of time do not 
change the valuation of the “typical” West-
mount house or premium above/discount 
below tax valuation much – usually. 

COVID-19 sure changed the music! 
Now, his real estate transfer columns 

(the most recent one was published last 
issue on p. 14) are more of historical inter-
est and not of practical value. Few people 
care what premium buyers were paying 

above tax value in November 2019. Almost 
no one had ever even heard of coronavi-
ruses yet. 

It is to the graph – which charts more 
recently agreed-to deals – that we must all 
repair. I reproduce his last one (of March 
2020 un-notarized deals) on this page, but 
also direct you to two more distant in time 
historical columns (p. RE-10 and p. RE-12) 
written at times when the world – and 
Westmount – also faced a huge negative 
shock, namely the 2008 financial crisis. 

What happened to Westmount real es-
tate at that time? How far did it fall? How 
long did it take to bounce back? 

The answers to these questions are 
known, but their applicability to today is 
not. As the mutual funds and money-man-
ager disclaimers will tell you, past perform-
ance is not indicative of future results. 

But they are data that we can consider, 
and I invite you to do so. 

*The keen Dylanologist will wonder why I 
did not go with 1964’s more popular “The 
times they are a-changin’.” Simple. What is 
going on now is not gradual. While new 
things continue to occur, many of the 
changes (e.g. business and government clo-
sures, stock market drops) have been in-
stant. While things are always changing (or 
changin’), the more accurate description is 
things have changed, period.

Another kind of Westmount house 

These stick buildings were photographed May 2 in Summit Woods. The Independent counted five in all. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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▶Andy Dodge’s graph from our April 21, 2020 edition under the column headline “March sales: 

COVID-19 takes toll on volume, ‘typical’ house price up.”
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WESTMOUNT  I  AV. METCALFE

WESTMOUNT I  AV. UPPER-ROSLYN 

WESTMOUNT  I  AV. THORNHILL

WESTMOUNT  I  AV. UPPER-BELMONT

WESTMOUNT  I  AV. LANSDOWNE

WESTMOUNT  I  AV. GRENVILLE WESTMOUNT  I  AV. LANSDOWNE

WESTMOUNT I RUE SHERBROOKE O. 

WESTMOUNT  I  BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE O.

MONTRÉAL  I  RUE ST-ANDRÉ  

$ 1,800,000

$ 1,598,000

$ 3,350,000

$5,200 /MO

$ 1,595,000

$ 2,500,000 $ 2,295,000

$5,500 /MO

$ 1,675,000  -  $6,000/MO

$ 1,195,000

A HOME LIKE 
NO OTHER!

christinamiller.ca  I  514.934.2480 Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
326 Victoria Avenue, Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2M8

2 CAR 
GARAGE

WESTMOUNT I THE REDFERN

$5,200 /MO

LUXURY
BUILDING

WESTMOUNT I AV. GROSVENOR | LOWER DUPLEX WESTMOUNT I BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE O.

$3,900 /MO $2,415 /MO

NEW
LISTING

NEW
LISTING

NEW
LISTING
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44 Ch. de Stukely, Bolton-Ouest | $4,500,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

3010 Ch. St-Sulpice, Ville-Marie | $3,695,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

3118 Ch. Daulac, Ville-Marie | $3,650,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

495 Av. Viger O., Apt. 3401, Ville-Marie | $3,499,000

I N T R O D U C I N G  |  P E N T H O U S E

87 Crois. Summit, Westmount | $2,999,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

164 Av. Carlyle, Mont-Royal | $2,880,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

4285 Boul. de Maisonneuve O., Westmount | $2,599,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

465 Av. Clarke, Westmount | $2,255,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

357 Av. Stanstead, Mont-Royal | $2,198,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

309 Av. Melville, Westmount | $1,995,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

21 Av. Rosemount, Westmount | $12,500/mo

I N T R O D U C I N G

2 Ch. de Ramezay, Westmount | $5,995,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

16 Av. Severn, Westmount | $4,500,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

Beauxarts, Apt. 18E, Ville-Marie | $6,900,000

I N T R O D U C I N G
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Ch. de la Côte-St-Antoine, Westmount

L I ST E D  A N D  S O L D  BY J O S E P H

Ch. St-Sulpice, Ville-Marie

L I ST E D  A N D  S O L D  BY J O S E P H

Boul. Dorchester, Westmount

S O L D

Av. Redfern, Westmount

S O L D

Av. Highland, Ville-Marie

S O L D

Rue de la Roche, Plateau-Mont-Royal

S O L D

Prom. Paton, Laval

S O L D

Ch. St-Sulpice, Ville-Marie

S O L D

Av. Redfern, Westmount

S O L D

Av. Wood, Westmount

L I ST E D  A N D  S O L D  BY J O S E P H

Rue de la Montagne, Ville-Marie

S O L D

Boul. Décarie, Montréal

S O L D

J O S E P H M O N TA N A R O.C O M  |  5 14.6 6 0. 3 0 5 0
SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA  |  Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.  *Asking price.

662 Av. Murray Hill, Westmount | $1,450,000*

AC C E PT E D  O F F E R

5 Rue Dante, Apt. 505, Rosemont | $1,149,000*

AC C E PT E D  O F F E R

The Boulevard, Ville-Marie

L I ST E D  A N D  S O L D  BY J O S E P H

1564 Av. du Dr-Penfield, Ville-Marie

L I ST E D  A N D  S O L D  BY J O S E P H

360 Av. Leacross, Mont-Royal | $2,250,000*

AC C E PT E D  O F F E R

Av. Devon, Mont-Royal

L I ST E D  A N D  S O L D  BY J O S E P H

409 Ch. des Verdier, St-Adolphe-d’Howard | $1,795,000*

AC C E PT E D  O F F E R

469 Av. Clarke, Westmount

S O L D



Start dates scheduled for major work beginning May 19 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Based on the provincial government’s 
re-opening of construction and engineer-
ing businesses in the Greater Montreal 
area on May 11, the following schedule of 
start dates for Westmount’s major work 
was announced last week as follows: 

Stayner water main replacement and •
road reconstruction: May 19, 
Rehabilitation of the water main and •
replacement of the public portion of the 
water services on: 

Lexington: May 19, •
Claremont, Parkman Place, •
Lorraine: June 15, 
Mount Pleasant (Sherbrooke to •
Holton): July 13, 

St. Sulpice reconstruction: May 25, •
Dorchester reconstruction: June 1, •
Springfield reconstruction June 15. •

“The start dates may be subject to 
change if the provincial government de-
cides to prolong this re-opening date,” city 
Engineering director Elisa Gaetano said 
last week. 

(For details of these projects, see stories: 
March 17, p. 4; April 21, p. 1; and April 18, 
p. 13.) 

While a resident of Stayner Ave. asked 
the city council May 4 to defer his street’s 
work to provide a more peaceful summer 
for those working or isolated at home, 
Mayor Christina Smith and infrastructure 
commissioner Philip Cutler explained it 

could not be delayed, in part because of 
water-related problems. 

District 8 councillor Katheen Kez said 
that the asphalt was also in bad shape.

RE-6 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 12, 2020

First building permits since March: Council approves 7 
The following seven requests for demo-

lition, exterior construction, alteration or 
renovation were approved at the May 4 
meeting of the city council on the recom-
mendation of the Planning Advisory Com-
mittee (PAC). There were no refusals. 

Due to the pandemic crisis and closure 
of city hall to the public, these are the first 
permits approved since the council meet-
ing of March 16. They represent applica-
tions that had already been under review 
and about ready at that time. 

Approved 
4930 Sherbrooke: to install a sign for 

“One of a Kind”; 
241 Clarke: at a Category I house, to re-

place two windows on the side and back 
provided the colour matches the existing 
windows; 

4872 Sherbrooke: at a Category I build-
ing, to modify the existing signs; 

4828 St. Catherine: to pave a part of the 
rear yard for parking; 

151 Hillside: to replace windows pro-
vided the existing proportions of the win-
dow and transom are preserved; 

4932 Sherbrooke: to install two signs 
for “Ba&sh”; 

412 Roslyn: to add a second-floor rear 
addition over an existing one-storey 
kitchen wing windows on the rear and lat-
eral facades.

building permits M What’s permitted

Looking east at Dorchester westbound on April 25. Photo: Independent.

VILLE-MARIE | DOCTEUR-PENFIELD
$970,000 Spacious 3 bedroom unit 
fl ooded with light in The McGregor. Classic 
Golden Square Mile features include large 
entertaining rooms, high ceilings, mouldings 
and beautiful wood fl oors. Over 2,200 
square feet of luxurious living space in one 
of Montreal’s historic gems. MLS 24361317

Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

BONNIE SANDLER 514-497-3775 
Residential Real Estate Broker

WESTMOUNT: 4444 Sherbrooke St. W. #302 Le Summit 
Beautiful sun filled 2 bed 2 bath corner unit, south west exposure, garage, roof top 
salt water pool, 24/7 security. Ideal Westmount location, rare opportunity. 
$650,000 Centris#15507207
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

I HAVE BUYERS WHO NEED TO BUY BEFORE JULY 31! 

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

TOWNHOUSE ON THE FLATS 

Looking for a townhouse ideally on Holton, Elm or Wood, 

This couple doesn’t want to leave their favorite neighbourhood, 

Should be fairly renovated + parking is a must, 

We’ve checked all the listings and everything's a bust!

RELOCATING FAMILY 

A family moving from the States, needs a house for 3, 

Boundaries extend from the Plateau to Westmount to NDG, 

They’re really not picky, but too much work they CANNOT do, 

Must be near a metro and under a price of $1.2!

GROUND-FLOOR CONDO 

This young family needs a condo with 2 bedrooms or more, 

Must be with parking + on the ground floor, 

Victoria Village or Monkland, Western NDG is a maybe, 

They really need a place for their brand new baby!

WESTMOUNT APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
396 OLIVIER – JULY 1 
#2 – 2 bedrooms, A/C. washer/dryer $2,100/Mo. 

#9 – 3 bedrooms, A/C, top floor $2,495/Mo. 

#14 – 2 bedrooms, basement $1,495/Mo.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty  
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me. 
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We can gradually 
restart normal activities 
while protecting ourselves! 

In the coming weeks, activities 
will gradually resume in 
Québec, with the consent and 
collaboration of public health 
authorities. The reopenings 
will occur in phases, depending 
on the type of activities and 
the geographic zone. You 
can check information about 
the reopening phases on the 
Government of Québec website:  
Québec.ca/coronavirus

Throughout this process it will 
remain essential to abide by 
protective health directives, 
which limit the danger of the 
virus spreading. If you have 
COVID-19 symptoms, it is 
equally crucial to follow the 
recommendations for home 
isolation in order to avoid 
transmitting the disease to 
others.

• If you must go out, stay at least 
2 meters (around 6 feet) away from 
people who do not live in your 
household.

• If you are unable to stay at least 
2 meters away from others, wear a face 
covering. 

• If you are sick, avoid all contact with 
more vulnerable people such as seniors 
and people whose immune system 
is weakened or that have a chronic 
disease. 

• Avoid direct contact when you greet 
someone, such as shaking hands, and 
use alternative ways to greet people.

• Avoid all indoor or outdoor gatherings 
with people who do not live in your 
home.

Abide by the protective health recommendations
After you go out in public, monitor yourself for symptoms and abide by the following 
recommendations.

• Wash your hands frequently with soap 
and warm running water for at least 
20 seconds.

• Use an alcohol-based hand rub if soap 
and water are not available.

• Practice proper cough and sneeze 
etiquette:

            
Cover your 
mouth and nose 
with your arm to 
reduce the spread 
of germs.

If you use a tissue, 
dispose of it as 
soon as possible 
and wash your 
hands afterwards.
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Québec.ca/coronavirus

 1 877 644-4545

Face coverings
Wearing a face covering is recommended 
in public settings whenever physical 
distancing is not possible. For example, 
this could be when you go shopping for 
groceries or take public transit. 

When you wear a face covering in 
public, you must also follow other safety 
measures, such as hygiene.

If you are sick, stay home. If you must go 
to a medical clinic or the hospital, wear 
your face covering until you are given a 
procedure mask.

Resources 
If you are concerned that you might 
have COVID-19 or have symptoms like 
the appearance or worsening of cough, 
fever, difficulty breathing and/or  
loss of smell or taste without nasal 
congestion, call one of the following 
phone numbers: 418 644-4545, 
514 644-4545, 450 644-4545, 
819 644-4545 or 1 877 644-4545 
(toll free throughout Québec) to be 
directed to the appropriate resource. If 
you are a hard-of-hearing person, call 
1 800 361-9596 (TTY toll free). 

Children under 2 years of age and people 
with respiratory difficulties or who are 
handicapped or unable to remove their face 
covering without help, should not wear one.

You can learn more about the correct 
use of a face covering and how to make 
one by viewing the short videos on the 
Government of Québec website:  
Québec.ca/couvre-visage

Bandana or
a tightly woven fabric

Face covering
made of paper or

a tightly woven fabric

Scarf
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Retrospective on previous crisis 

October 2008 sales: Still sliding 

This analysis was first published in 
autumn 2008, in the midst of the 
2008 financial meltdown. 

Westmount sale prices continued their 
slide in October, down some 17 percent 
since they peaked in November last year. 

Volume rose slightly from September 
but is still well below average, with nine 
sales in October averaging $1,073,944, 
some 18 percent above valuation. Prices 
ranged from $490,000 to $1,795,000, two 
sales were for less than their municipal 
value and the highest mark-up was only 
53.5 percent. Four of the nine sales topped 
the $1-million mark, but none was over $2 
million. Almost one in four of those 
houses still on the market is asking more 
than $2 million, but there are no reports 
of sales in that category since August. 

Only one sale involved a new listing, all 
the rest were properties that had been on 
the market for more than 100 days, includ-
ing two that had been marketed for more 
than a year. The average days-on-market 
soared to 239 days; in September the aver-
age had been 187 days, which was the high-
est figure in two years. The 239 is the high-
est we have on record since March of 2000. 
Some of this is because very little new real 

estate is coming on the market now, but 
much of it is because these listings have 
been on since the springtime, and owners 
are getting anxious. Those who listed in 
the past few months are willing to wait for 
the spring market, unless they get their 
price right away. 

Condos, Westmount adjacent 

Two condominium sales were reported 
in October, both of flats in converted du-
plexes, for prices of $380,000 and $465,000. 
While the average mark-up of those two is 
only 2.7 percent, the average mark-up for 
the year is 17.5 percent, up significantly 
from last year when it was only 5.5 percent, 
an indication the condo market is still get-
ting stronger. 

Four houses sold in adjacent-West-
mount areas, including two on Marlowe 
Ave. in NDG, one on Roslyn Ave. just 
north of Westmount and one on Seymour 
St. in Shaughnessy village. Sales in these 
areas are generally up about 10 percent 
compared to last year, but the sample size 
is so small that it is difficult to be more pre-
cise about market movements. 

Now that a provincial election [for De-
cember 8, 2008, which kept Charest’s prov-
incial Liberals in power] has been called, 
the local market might be somewhat hesi-
tant and volume might stay at a low ebb, 
but hopefully by next spring there will be 
a clearer idea of the direction of both the 
Canadian and world economies, which 
should bode well for Westmount’s real es-
tate market.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge
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Snowbirds look down on Westmount 

The Snowbirds flew over Westmount at 1,500 feet altitude twice around 1:45 pm May 7. They flew 
from downtown west, did a large sweep around anti-clockwise and came back flying north. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Looking finished 

The southern wall of the building on Victoria Ave. below Sherbrooke between Victoria Park and 
the CIBC fell down March 30, as seen April 2 (inset). The reconstruction work was looking 
finished May 8. Photos: Independent.
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514.791.7764 
www.maredimitropoulos.com | mdimitropoulos@sutton.com

Real Estate Broker

Groupe Sutton- 
Centre-Ouest Inc. 
Real estate agency 
Agence immobilière

3450 Rue Redpath | Asking price $1,049,000 | MLS #27736598 
Located in the heart of Golden Square Mile, this beautifully renovated 
condo (almost 2000 sf) with 3 bedrooms, 3½ bath is situated on 2 floors. 
A perfect space for a home office on the lower floor with it’s own entrance.

3441 du Musée | Asking price $5,700/month | MLS #16934814 
Beautiful executive townhouse in Golden Square Mile with 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, includes a rooftop terrace with views 
and a private garage.

3455 Rue Drummond

Asking Price $539,000 | MLS #24392695 
1st floor, zoned for residential or commercial. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
renovated kitchen & bathrooms.

Asking Price $875,000 
MLS #27933295

Asking Price $4,550/month 
MLS #21871867 
12th floor. 1519 square feet – 
furnished rental – great views, 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms.

DOWNTOWN LIVING

14 Place de Richelieu | Asking price $5,500/month | MLS #23416279 
Upgraded with contemporary flair this 3 bedroom 3+1 bathroom 
townhouse includes a roof top terrace overlooking the city and 
private garage.

Le Chateau – 1321 Rue Sherbrooke O.

8 Place de Richelieu | Asking Price $1,675,000 | MLS #10736864 
“Location, location” in the heart of the Golden Square Mile. Unique charm, 
high ceilings, wood floors, a private terrace outside the sun room and 
indoor parking. 4 bdrms, 3 bath and a powder room. Courtyard views.

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

SOLD

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY
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Retrospective on previous crisis 

August 2010 sales: 
Getting ready for fall 

This analysis was first published in 
autumn 2010, two years after the 2008 
financial  meltdown. 

Westmount real estate prices appear 
ready to surge into the fall, though volume 
is still sluggish and agents are slow in post-
ing their sales. 

So far five sales – four of them more 
than $1 million – have been reported in 
August. Perhaps more important, six more 
sales were reported late for July, two of 
those surpassing the $2-million mark, 
while three of the remaining four (and the 
one reported last month) were under $1 
million. 

For August, the average mark-up over 
valuation was a healthy 41.5 percent, while 
the average for the year is 30 percent. We 
suggest this is an indication of a strong 
market for the fall, in terms of prices, but 
certainly the price level of Westmount real 
estate has shrunk the size of the market, 
and this has to be expected. Most agents 
are still positive about the prospects for the 
fall mini-market. 

Only two condominiums sold in Au-
gust but they bring the total for the third 
quarter to six, ranging from $351,200 for 

a flat in a duplex to $995,000 for an apart-
ment in one of the high-rise buildings. The 
average mark-up for the six is 26.3 percent, 
only slightly higher than the 24.8 percent 
mark-up for the year, but the market is up 
a good 10 percent from last year, and the 
29 condo sales reported so far this year 
equals the total number of sales for all of 
2009. 

Westmount adjacent, rentals 

Three houses and a duplex sold in ad-
jacent-Westmount in August for strong 
mark-ups over valuation, prices ranging 
from $770,000 to $1,001,000. Volume can 
be expected to tail off there, as well, as 
house prices push toward the $1-million 
mark, but so far it appears to be quite 
strong especially just north and just east 
of the city limits. 

Rentals appear to have declined this 
year. Last year, in the first eight months, 
agents reported 25 houses rented for prices 
ranging from $2,300 to $12,000 per month; 
this year, the range is the same but only 17 
houses have been rented so far. This may 
be an indication that buyers are more con-
fident about the future of the market. 

Labour Day marks the beginning of the 
fall “mini-market” in Westmount, which 
generally shows very strong prices and a 
clear-out of houses that did not sell in the 
spring months (but whose owners were 
less flexible on the sale prices). This year 
can be expected to follow that pattern, with 
little to discourage buyers.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge
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Thankful for some sunshine

Ursula was spotted doing laps of the West -
mount Park parking lot, April 25 around 5 
pm. She broke her leg last year but was happy 
to be outside, enjoying the fresh air and 
doing a little exercise. Photos: Ralph Thompson.

A tree ‘grows’ in Westmount 

In the wild, trees can take years to grow to 15 feet. This one in the parklet on York St. at St. Cath -
erine gained approximately that amount of height in a few hours May 5. Photos: Independent.
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M sur la Montagne • Phase II

5 UNITS AVAILABLE for immediate occupancy

Call me today for a private showing.

Anne Ben-Ami (Madar)
Real Estate Broker

514.726.3037 • annebenami.ca
sothebysrealty.ca  | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.
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338-40 Metcalfe Ave.: Au pair 

The trio of Queen Anne-style “ginger-
bread” houses on Metcalfe Ave. north of de 
Maisonneuve Blvd. appears to have been 
the inspiration of James Phymister, a coal 
merchant who pondered the westward 
move to the growing Westmount village in 
the late 1880s. 

In 1854, a group of investors including 
John Glennon and Henry Thomas, two 
downtown merchants, and Andrew Ro-
bertson, a lawyer, picked up a vast piece of 
land roughly where Westmount Park is 
today, buying the land from the Sissons 
family, which had extended St. Catherine 

St. westward, calling it “Sissons Lane.” 
They may have been the founders of 

Metcalfe Ave., which is first described in 
the 1855 Lovell’s Directory as stretching 
“from Sherbrooke Street south to the Old 
Catholic Burying Ground, St. Antoine 
Ward (Notre Dame de Grâce/Côte St. Anto-
ine/Westmount had yet to become a mu-
nicipality).” Then in 1866, Charles Edward 
and John Peavey picked up several large 
pieces of land on the new Metcalfe Ave., 
also apparently for investment purposes, 
from Glennon, Thomas and Robertson. 

Sissons Lane becomes St. Catherine St. 

The new municipality of Notre Dame 
de Grâce was established in 1874, and most 
of the growth was taking place along Côte 
St. Antoine Rd., Greene Ave. and St. Ca-
therine St. once the council had re-named 
Sissons Lane in 1884. 

Phymister eyed the lots along Metcalfe, 
each of which was 138 feet wide (by 170 feet 
deep) and determined it was far more than 
he would want to use, so negotiated to buy 
a 50-foot stretch of Metcalfe from Charles 
Peavey, for $2,000, in 1887. He began to 
build and by 1890 was a resident of “64” 
Metcalfe Ave. 

The appearance of the lovely “ginger-
bread” house no doubt attracted William 
Hill, another downtown merchant, who 
negotiated with Peavey to purchase a simi-
lar 50-foot lot, this time for $2,700, in late 
1890. Hill was another downtown mer-

chant who operated Hill & Forbes on St. 
James St., “importers, wholesale and retail 
dealers in paints, oil, varnishes, glue, 
brushes, window glass, artists, materials, 
alabastine, kaisomine, ready mixed paints, 
&c.” 

Hill’s notion was to build two smaller, 
semi-detached houses in much the same 
style and class as Phymister’s house next 
door. Unfortunately, his wife, Eliza Benal-
loch, died less than a month after he pur-
chased the property, and it appears con-
struction plans were put on hold for a 
while. 

The Hill family 

By 1897 Lovell’s Directory lists Hill as 
the occupant of 338 Metcalfe and G.M. 
Hodges, a “commercial traveler,” as the oc-
cupant of 340 Metcalfe. Hill brought up his 
two daughters as a devoted single parent 
(it appears), not remarrying until 1917, this 
time to Jennie Bell McIntyre, a widow her-
self. Of course, Hill’s daughters were now 
maturing and Harriet was married in 
about 1915 to Charles M. Cotton, a lawyer, 
who moved in. 

Expansion of the family unit brought 
significant changes. Jennie recognized that 
the girls’ mother had (or would have) trans-
ferred her rights in the property to her 
daughters, Eliza and Harriet, and William 
determined that they should make a more 
formal division of ownership, so he and 
Jennie finally ended the lease with Hodges, 

moving into 340 Metcalfe and leaving Har-
riet (Hattie) and Charles next door at 338. 
Unfortunately, Eliza died in 1919, leaving 
her rights to her sister. 

Dorothy Cotton, daughter of Hattie and 
Charles, explained it this way in a letter to 
a future owner of the house: “My grand-
father’s wife, known to me as Aunt Jennie, 
was not many years older than my mother 
and she nursed him through his old age – 
I remember him only as an old man with 
a white beard and a stout cane, in bed 
much of the time. Some time after his 
death she married a Mr. Halliday who 
work ed as a dry goods 
wholesaler. Following his 

History by 
the House 

Andy Dodge

– 1874 – 
Village of Notre Dame de Grâce (area 
of current-day Westmount and NDG) 

incorporated 
– 1876 – 

Village of Côte St. Antoine (current-day 
Westmount) breaks away 

– 1890 – 
Village of Côte St. Antoine become a town 

– 1895 – 
Town of Côte St. Antoine changes its name 

to Westmount 
– 1908 – 

Town of Westmount becomes a city

continued on p. 15

Sales history of 
338-40 Metcalfe Ave. 

Date             Buyer                                    Price 

338 Metcalfe: 

30 Jul 1975      William Stanislaus Lalor       $43,000 

23 Mar 1979   Steven Zucker                         $75,000 

11 Sep 1996     Liane Feldman                      $298,000 

21 Aug 2007   Lisa Bevilacqua Faraj & 
Somer Faraj                           $864,500 

340 Metcalfe: 

06 Jan 1975     Bruce Shore                            $40,000 

26 Aug 1997    Mark Roper & 
Eleanor Hew                         $300,000

From left, 338 Metcalfe and 340 Metcalfe. 344 Metcalfe – at one time no. 64 – which seems to have the affected the architectural style for 
338 and 340.
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From left, top row: Claremont Ave. and Burton on May 7; Sherbrooke St., looking west to Victoria Ave. on May 7; St. Catherine St. and Glen 
Rd./Lansdowne, just southwest of the Westmount recreation centre on May 6; and looking west on St. Catherine St. towards Metcalfe on April 25; 
bottom row: a tightly wound packet composed of gloves and a mask on Sherbrooke St., looking east to Prince Albert Ave. on May 7. 

Photos: Independent

 death, Aunt Jennie again re-married, Paul 
Obryski, who also pre-deceased her (for the 
scorekeepers among you, that makes four 
husbands). She then rented one of her 
rooms to a very dear lady who lived there 
for some years. Aunt Jennie died when she 
was quite elderly and she left 340 Metcalfe 
Ave. to my sister and myself, around 1950.” 

(For the record, Jennie died on Septem-
ber 22, 1957, leaving 340 Metcalfe to Doro-
thy and her sister, Hilda, while Hattie and 
Charles Cotton continued as owners of 338 
Metcalfe. In her will, Jennie also left $1,000 
to a Mrs. Charlotte Brockbank, “who has 
resided with me for 26 years.”) 

Street cars, horsepowered and electric 

Dorothy recalls “my mother telling me 
that the street car line only came as far as 
Greene Ave. when they first lived at 338, 
there were open fields around. I myself re-
member large vacant lots on both sides of 
Metcalfe Ave. east of St. Catherine St. 
Mother also said the street cars were pulled 
by horses when she was a girl and the first 
time she rode on the electric street car, she 
was so frightened by the speed that she got 
off and walked home from downtown. 

“In the early 1920s most of the homes 
– I suppose all of them – were heated by 
coal. Metcalfe Ave. seems to have been a 
direct route from the coal yards at the rail-
road in St. Henri and I remember the fre-
quent passing of the coal carts, two-wheel 
dump carts each carrying a ton of coal, I 
suppose, with the ‘coal man’ with coal-dust 
face and clothes sitting on the front of the 
load with the reins loose while the horse 
plodded slowly along. 

“The Westmount Fire Department used 
horses too at the time and my sister, being 
a horse-lover, used to take me, the little 
sister, to see the horses at the fire hall, 
beautiful dapple greys in loose boxes. They 
looked huge to me. We were quite disap-
pointed when the motor car took over and 
the horses were sold.” 

Wildflowers, farmland, horses 

Another letter, this one from Hilda, of-
fered more detail: “It (340 Metcalfe) was 
built about 1890 by my grandfather, 
 William Hill, who came out from Ireland 
as a boy of 16. My mother told me it was 
designed by a French-Canadian architect 
who, she mourned, was more interested 

in the plaster decorations than in planning 
cupboard space… The only house on the 
street at the time was the one directly north 
of you – 344 Metcalfe. There must have 
been still a lot of farm land around. My 
mother used to gather wild flowers for her 
school collection in the ‘Glen,’ (where the 
road goes under the railway by Westmount 
Station) when it really was a wild glen.” 

Time finally took its toll. Dorothy mar-
ried and moved to Didsbury, Alberta, while 
Hilda also married but moved in the op-
posite direction, to St. John’s, Newfound-
land. 

Finally they determined, in 1975, that 
there was no reason to hang on to the twin 
houses, in January selling 340 Metcalfe to 
Bruce Shore for $40,000, then selling 338 
Metcalfe in July for $43,000, to William S. 
Lalor. Shore sold to Mark Roper and 
Eleanor Hew in 1997; the 338 house has 
sold three times, most recently to Lisa Be-
vilacqua and Samer Faraj, who both appear 
to teach in the faculty of management at 
McGill University. 

This year 338 Metcalfe has a valuation 
of $1,573,100, while 340 Metcalfe is as-
sessed at $1,240,700.
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roof terrace on the front, asked: “Are we 
going to see patio umbrellas and gather-
ings of people on the roof overlooking Dor-
chester?” 

“I also do not believe the request to ex-
pand the size and height of the new build-
ing above and beyond what is originally 
allowed and what was there before (the 
building that burnt down) is in the best in-
terest in keeping the charm and character 
of Dorchester.” It was a feeling reiterated 
by others. 

Work schedule opposed 

Some opposed the construction sched-

ule of six days a week from 7 am to 5 pm, 
and asked “Why again are we letting a 
condo go so high? The area is already 
dense. The traffic from cars using the alley 
to access their condos would be high and 
this laneway [in behind] is already a high-
way.” 

Adds another: “I don’t understand why 
we need such huge-scale projects. Why are 
condos allowed to go over the limit of 
height restrictions” when homeowners 
can’t do it? 

A letter from someone mandated to 
write on behalf of a nearby property owner 
submitted a long array of similar objec-
tions, saying the client was “in total dis-
agreement with the zoning variances being 
proposed to allow a promoter to make 
money.” It pointed to a height of 57 feet 
compared with the site’s allowable maxi-
mum of 35 feet, “not a minor derogation.” 
The letter wrote of possible legal contesta-
tion should the project proceed as planned. 

At least two of the letters referred to a 
number of children who play in the back 
lane and entrance to the project garage. 
The building’s “depth means that it will 
tower over properties on the end of the 
lane, significantly reducing the privacy of 
those in the area. It also means a greater 
number of people and cars, and the area 
is already a high-traffic area.” 

One suggested: “More green space in 

the back alley, which has become a parking 
lot for most of its length, would be a posi-
tive step in improving the area.” 

Another letter stated that: “There is no 
just cause or encumbrance or special cir-
cumstances to warrant this being a 
SCAOPI project,” in reference to the city’s 
by-law for “special construction, alteration 
or occupancy proposal for an immovable.” 

The site, it adds, “already benefits from 

having the acquired right as to the keeping 
the foundations after the fire” and does not 
embody any standards of LEED (Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental De-
sign).” 

The project has yet to be evaluated and 
rated by the city’s Planning Advisory Com-
mittee (PAC), which is now meeting re-
motely due to the COVID-19 distancing 
requirements and the closure of city hall.

Dorchester, cont’d. from p. 1  

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

AAAttwater

Our CONNECT Project staff 
are at your service by 
phone and email while 
our building is closed. 
Call or email for free help 
using your computer 
or device. 
Stay connected. Enjoy 
online resources for 
information, learning 
and entertainment.

Order by phone or email! 
AVAILABLE: your COVID toolbox 

• Surgical & KN 95 masks 
• Washable masks 

• Visors & gloves • Hand sanitizers 
Nursing services Mon.-Thur. from 9am to 4pm 

Pearson & Cohen-
Tenoudji Pharmacy 
5025 Sherbrooke St. W. (near Claremont) 

(FREE delivery for all Westmounters – 
NO MINIMUM) 

TEL: 514-484-2222 
FAX: 514-484-2205 rxp@videotron.ca 
www.montrealpharmacy.com

An architect’s rendering of the proposed residential building.
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Requires consideration of environmental value 

City adopts first by-law for managing contracts 
By Laureen Sweeney 

For many years, the city has maintained 
that environmental sustainability is taken 
into account in decisions made by various 
departments. 

Now, it has given more teeth to this 
when it comes to awarding and managing 
tender contracts by inserting an environ-
mental clause into its first contract man-
agement by-law, number 1556, adopted by 
city council at its live-streamed meeting 
May 4. 

“It’s something our residents have been 
wanting,” according to Councillor Marina 
Brzeski, commissioner of sustainability 
and accessibility, who recommended that 
it be added to the by-law’s objectives. 

While one of the pre-submitted email 
questions asked how this clause could be 
applied without any mention of a standard, 
Brzeski told the Independent that “What the 
inclusion of an environmental guideline 
does is add scrutiny to the process, which 
will likely force a review of current prac-
tices and standards.” 

Architect Ken London, the questioner, 
also asked for more time for discussion be-
fore adoption of the by-law, but it was sub-
sequently approved. 

“The city is committed to minimizing 
the negative environmental impacts that 
stem from its activities,” it states in part, 
“and accordingly, as a guiding principle, 
considerations of environmental sustain-
ability are to be taken into account in the 

establishing of the contracts governed by 
this by-law. 

“However,” it continues, “this guiding 
principle may not justify any action that 
does not respect the principles of good 
management of public funds and at no 
time should economic considerations be 
set aside without any other justification 
than considerations of environmental sus-
tainability.” 

Adds flexibility 

The 32-page by-law including annexes 
takes advantage of the Quebec govern-
ment’s Bill 122, which enables municipal-
ities to include more flexibility into the 
awarding of contracts, according to city 
clerk Andrew Brownstein. 

“It’s a fairly new obligation under the 
Cities and Towns Act (CTA),” he explained. 
“This by-law will apply in conjunction with 
the applicable provisions of the CTA. Prior 
to its adoption, contract management was 
governed by the applicable provisions of 
the CTA and a Politique d’approvisionne-
ment et de gestion contractuelle, repealed 
by this by-law.” 

Brzeski also said later that “other mu-
nicipalities also include an environmental 
clause in their by-laws.” 

Colin Ryan, a resident of Kensington 
Ave. who is in the environmental business, 
said it was time the city began using envi-
ronmental criteria in its assessment of 
contracts as in done in some European 
countries (see separate story p. 11).

Bright and interested Abby 

Such a bright and interested girlie, Abby 
responds to friendly attention and lots of 
play. 

She is in need of a family that can pro-
vide her with the active lifestyle of a sport-
ing dog who loves walks and companion-
ship. Beautiful fawn-and-white Abby is six 
and a half years old. 

She is now at the Montreal SPCA ken-
nel waiting for a new family. She is very 
healthy, up to date with her inoculations 
and treatments, spayed and microchipped. 

Abby’s identification number is 
40507018 and you can find out more about 
her by referring to the Montreal SPCA 

website at www.spca.com. On its adoption 
page, you can then complete the simple 
online application form for Abby’s adop-
tion. 

You will be contacted by a member of 
the adoption staff shortly for a telephone 
interview, followed by a visit by appoint-
ment at the SPCA. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

Shy Tom, abandoned outside 

Tom is a gorgeous young cat who was 
noticed cowering alone outside by a volun-
teer for Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions and 
slowly coaxed indoors for his safety and 
comfort. He will be fully vetted through 
Gerdy’s Rescue for all his inoculations, 
treatments and neutering. 

Tom is such an adorable long-haired jet-
black fellow, with a crisp white shirt and 
mittens, also presenting soft white on his 
face contrasted by a black cap and mask. 

He is a bit shy, yet keen on establishing 
himself with a family he trusts and a caring 
home that is his new environment. If you 
would like to adopt little Tom and obtain 
more information on him, please send 
your email to the volunteers at Gerdy’s Res-
cues & Adoptions at its address info@ger-
dysrescue.org. 

Reaching out 

Now, as there is a need, I lend my pen 
for a note from the Gerdy’s Rescues volun-
teers, whom Westmounters know for their 
dedication as a grass-roots charity. 

“Now more than ever, the animals need 
your help. With many local rescues “on 
hold” during this extraordinary time, 
Gerdy’s is inundated with extreme medical 
emergencies. The bills are escalating 
rapidly and, understandably, with so much 
unemployment, donations are plummet-

ing. 
“We are reaching out to all animal 

lovers to donate whatever they can to help 
save precious lives.” Please refer to the 
www.gerdysrescue.org website or their 
Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions Facebook 
page for updates on treatments for rescued 
cats and dogs in need who will go on to 
adoption and loving homes. If you can help 
at this time, it would be very much appreci-
ated. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 
Lysanne Fowler

 

  

Swimming Lessons
Private

20 year competitive swimmer
National level

Motivated to improve your
swimming techniques!

Stephanie
514.576.7618

We welcome 
your letters 

We welcome your letters but 
reserve the right to choose 

and edit them. Please limit to 
300 words and submit before 
Friday 10 am to be considered 
for publication the following 

week. 
email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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Ryan chairs climate-technology company 

Garbage truck uses stop-start system to reduce emissions 
By Laureen Sweeney 

When a Deriche-
bourg garbage truck 
passes by Colin Ryan’s 
house on Kensington, 
does he listen for the 
engine to cut off even 
though the truck’s com-
pacter, bin lifter and 
other electrical com-
ponents continue to op-
erate? 

“I do indeed!” he 
said last week. 

And that’s because 
the longtime West-
mounter, who has 
worked in the environ-
mental industry for 
more than 20 years, 
happens to be chairman 
and past CEO of Ef-
fenco Hybrid Solutions, 
the company that six 
years ago designed the 
current version of “start-
stop” hybrid technology used by Deriche-
bourg. 

This is a system that reduces fuel costs 
and carbon emissions by some 15 to 35 
percent, well suited to a 30-ton garbage 
truck of some 400 horse power that makes 
frequent stops, he explained. 

Sometimes, Ryan even follows the truck 
into neighbouring municipalities such as 

NDG and Montreal West and listens to 
some engineering components to deter-
mine whether they need adjustment. 

Effenco’s technology is an electrical 
 system designed to shut down the engine 
of vocational trucks when they are station-
ary and to provide electric power while 
stopped to the vehicle equipment, cab and 
chassis accessories including the HVAC 
system. 

Since these vehicles spend a large pro-
portion of their operating time immobile, 
the technology creates value by reducing 
engine operating hours and corresponding 
fuel consumption, emissions and main-
tenance, he explained. 

Unsurprisingly, Ryan drives an electric 
car and a hybrid one. “I think I was the first 
person on the street to install a charger at 

the side of the house.” 
While the Effenco system costs about 

$35,000 to install in a truck, he said, the 
payback “is big,” The truck burns 25 per-
cent less fuel and, over time provides less 
engine wear and tear, he said. 

It is used in heavy vehicles such as 
dump trucks, concrete mixers and ter-
minal tractors at ports and distribution 
centres, to name a few applications. 

Europe ahead 

Environmentally, he said, Europe is “a 
generation ahead” of North America in the 
contract bidding process. “In Germany, for 
example, if you bring environmental value 
you get more on a point score.” 

He said the city’s newly adopted By-law 
1556 on contract management was a step 

in the right direction, but that “my city” 
needs to take more active leadership in en-
vironmental matters especially when it 
comes to awarding contracts. 

“Westmount also needs to be an envi-
ronmental leader in areas such as green 
roofs.” 

Ryan, who holds a degree in mechanical 
engineering and an MBA, has been a di-
rector of Effenco since 2011, was CEO from 
2013 to 2017 and now chairs the board.

Classifieds in the 
Independent 

Why list your goods (or services) 

on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-

replying websites when you can list 

(and sell) locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

Westmount Independent at: 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Window washing 
WINDOW WASHING & GUTTER CLEANING! Low rates, excellent service. For 
free estimate, call Jeff 514-655-3690. Fully insured. 

Gardening 
Lawn mowing no contract, Gardening, Weeding by hand, Trimming, 
 Adding Mulch, Yard Cleaning, Raking Leaves. Please contact or text Vince 
at 514-294-5562.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Car for sale 
Collector’s item – 

Wonderful to drive! 
Elegant 1985 Buick Park 

Avenue. Excellent condition. 
One driver. 63,000 km, 
air conditioning, radio. 

No accidents. 

New: $52,000, now $10,000. 

514-933-2847

WANTED 
Luxury Westmount 

House To Rent 
2+ bedrooms, 
2+ bathrooms 
3 year term or 

Short term furnished 

514-206-2781

Redfern condo 
The Redfern, Luxury 

condominiums, built in 
2015. Totally renovated. 
1,400 sq ft, 2 bedrooms, 

21⁄2 bathroom, on 
4th floor, $5,000/month, 

available now. 
438-502-9602

A Derichebourg garbage truck at Sherbrooke and Grosvenor on May 8. Photo: Independent.

OPEN – OUVERT 
Covid19 Reduced hours 

Monday to Friday 
10 am to 2 pm 

Our orthopedic facility is essential 
and we are doing our outmost to 

ensure the safety of our sta  
and customers. 

We allow no more than 2 clients at a 
time, and ask our clients to wear a 
mask, keep their distance and use 

our hand sanitizer. 

We also launched our 
Shop Online Store. Go to 

www.footsolutions.ca/montreal 

368 Victoria, Westmount 
514-564-3668
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Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, professionalism and consistency – this is what 
has defined our business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage portfolios, control 
risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Bruce Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it is specifically tailored to meet your 
needs and expectations. Our personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio management, 
is why the Bruce Kent Group is the largest discretionary portfolio management group at RBC Dominion 
Securities across Canada, with over $4 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio 
management and comprehensive 
wealth management, we would be 
pleased to discuss how we can put 
our experience to work for you.

To meet with us, please call : 
Nathalie Roussin, Vice President & Wealth Advisor, or  
Jean-François Dion, Vice President & Portfolio Manager,  
at 514-878-7292 
1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal  |  brucekentgroup.com

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Excellence
in Portfolio Management:
There is wealth in our approach.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company  
of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved.

BRUCE KENT
GROUP
PRIVATE INVESTMENT
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Fundraiser profile: Linda Smith 

As Social Notes depends on social events, 
which in turn depend on gatherings, times 
have changed. But we’ll meet again. Until 
then, we profile the disappointed but deter-
mined supporters of great causes to see how 
they are faring in our smaller world and learn 
their event’s new plans. 

This issue’s interview: 
Linda Smith on animal rescue 

What was your event? Cause? 
My event was to raise funds to support 

animal rescue organizations (SPCA, Ger-
dys Rescue) and the fight against puppy 
mills. I love Gerdy’s slogan: “Turning sad 
tails into happy tales.” 

I got hooked into this cause after volun-
teering at the SPCA, where I see so many 
sad cases waiting for adoption. It broke my 
heart to see loving animals that had been 
abused. I was pleased to recently read in 
The Gazette that dog adoptions have in-
creased during these difficult times. I’m 
sure the new owners will fall in love with 
their new “besties”! 

It was planned to be held on what date? 
Rescue All Dogs/Barking All Dogs was 

planned for May 25. It was a cocktail dîna-
toire at the Four Seasons, with DJ Yossi. 

Do you have a new date? 
Right now, no one is sure about what 

will be happening with COVID. When we 
can all get together again – and be safe – 
I’ll re-start planning. 

How are you sheltering in place? 
Luckily, the weather is getting a bit nicer 

so I can walk my dog Maggie longer. I go 
up to the mountain and, of course, stay far 
apart from everyone else walking their 
dogs. It’s puzzling for the animals. They 
can’t understand why suddenly their 
owners aren’t standing closer, so the dogs 
can check each other out. 

And I am baking a lot. I bake cookies 
for my husband, Dr. Terry Smith, to take 
to his hard-working staff to try and cheer 
their day at Rockland MD, and the Verdun 
and Chateauguay hospitals. 

Have you developed a routine? 
Get up. Eat. Walk dog. Eat. Talk to 

friends. Eat. Exercise on line. Eat. Watch 
Netflix. Eat and repeat! 

Instead of cocktail attire, what are you 
wearing? 

I’m really comfortable in all kinds of leg-
gings. I often add a hoodie to walk my dog, 
or a leather jacket. In this crazy weather – 

hugely warm one day, and a chilly wind the 
next – I wear layers of clothing made of 
natural fabrics, such as cotton, wool and 
cashmere. Now, it’s great to wear comfort-
able shoes. No more high heels! 

How are you staying in touch? 
I’m hooked on Instagram and Zoom, 

which are great for feeling that I am 
“seeing” my friends. 

Link for supporters? 
spca.com and gerdysrescure.org. 

What do you miss the most given our 
‘smaller world’? 

I miss all the great restaurants we used 
to try – the latest new ones, as well as our 
go-to classics. (Luckily some of our West-
mount favourites are doing take-out, so I 
can go back to baking!) I really miss hang-
ing out with friends and travelling. And I 
miss visiting my daughter in Miami. Social 
distancing has now become my norm, but 
I miss being closer to people.

 
www.ActivePure.com514-516-1626

353 Victoria, Westmount, QC H3Z 2N1

 

PROUDLY SERVING 

FROM OUR 
VICTORIA Ave. LOCATION 

FOR OVER 

70 YEARS
BEYOND GUARDIAN AIR
The only air purifier on the market that 
uses an exclusive combination of 
technologies, including ion generation, a 
sealed better-than-HEPA filter,
Photocatalytic Oxidation and our 
proprietary ActivePure ® Technology, 
which is university tested and proven 
effective against bacteria, viruses, mold 
and fungi in the air and on surfaces.

BENEFITS
• Coverage up to 2,000 sq.ft. (185.8 m2)
• ActivePure ® is the only air purification technology in the world granted
the Certified Space Technology seal by the Space Foundation • Eliminates 
common triggers of allergies, asthma, and irritants to those with sensitive 
immune systems • Portable, no installation required • Destroys VOCs, 
smoke and odors without ozone • Operates 24/7 • 5-year limited warranty

ActivePure® has been proven 
effective in FDA-COMPLIANT LAB 
TESTING AGAINST RNA VIRUS AND 
DNA VIRUS.

Protect Your Family From Airborne & Surface Viruses!
FREE Curbside Pick Up 

FREE Delivery
ORDER YOUR PROTECTION TODAY!

WESTMOUNT

LUXURIOUS RENTAL! 
WESTMOUNT 

Cottage in heart of Victoria 
Village, newly renovated 4+1 

bedrooms, 21⁄2 baths, finished 
basement. Charm, woodwork, 

fireplace, parking. 

Immediate occupancy. 
$4200/month 

Terry Evans 
real estate broker 

514-933-6077 
groupe sutton centre ouest

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Linda and Dr. Terry Smith.

Classifieds in the Independent 
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-
night, who-knows-who-is-replying websites 

when you can list (and sell) locally? 
Buy a classified in the Westmount Independent at:. 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally
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Focus on COVID-19 
Aerus Electrolux donates air purifiers to Pierre Boucher Hospital 
By Martin C. Barry 

Massimo Brunetti, who is perhaps fam-
iliar to many Westmounters as the long-
time owner of the Aerus Electrolux ap-
pliance store on Victoria Ave., has donated 
two of the company’s electronic air puri-
fiers to the Pierre Boucher Hospital on 
Montreal’s South Shore in the hopes they’ll 
be of some use in the ongoing struggle 
against COVID-19. 

The Aerus AP3000 HEPA air filter units 
normally sell for $1,300 each. According to 
Brunetti’s son, Roberto, who is sales man-
ager at the franchise, they not only filter 
the air for dust and particles, but also use 
ultraviolet light to destroy airborne micro-
organisms – although not necessarily the 
novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19. 

While the AP3000 generates Ultraviolet 
C, which has long been known for its abil-
ity to kill bacteria, viruses and other pa-
thogens, he admitted that the filter’s effi-
ciency remains untested with SARS-CoV-
2, the strain of coronavirus that causes 
COVID-19. 

“We’ve done no testing and we make no 
claims that it kills the coronavirus,” said 
Brunetti. “The situation is too new.” 

Aerus/Electrolux claims on one of its 

websites that the patented Active-
Pure Technology incorporated into 
its air purifiers is scientifically-
proven to kill bacteria, viruses and 
other microorganisms.

▲ Massimo Brunetti, owner of the Aerus Electrolux 
appliance store on Victoria, is seen here with an 
Aerus AP3000 air purifier, two of which are being 
donated to Pierre Boucher Hospital on Montreal’s 
South Shore.

Focus on COVID-19 
Hendy, Greenberg helps 
with free family law advice 
By Veronica Redgrave 

Sheltering in place has meant that not 
only are workers working from home, so 
partners usually apart for much of the day 
are now shut in, but families are together 

24/7. 
“Relationships may have challenges,” 

points out Alexis Ibgui, solicitor at West-
mount’s Hendy, Greenberg law firm. 

For the past few weeks, she has been of-
fering free legal information and updates 
on family law. Using social media – Face-
book and LinkedIn – with Instagram “hap-
pening soon” for clients – she posts invi-
tations for her webinars. 

“Anyone can sign up. COVID-19 has 
brought some difficult scenarios for many 
families, particularly those who may al-
ready be in fragile relationships. My goal 
is to try and help anyone needing support.” 

Ibgui offers 15 minutes of legal gui-
dance and then 15 minutes of Q & A. “The 
sessions are all free. It is my way of giving 
back in this difficult moment. I try to focus 
on issues such as school re-openings, cus-
tody arrangements and the effects of 
COVID-19 on child support.”

VILLE-MARIE | DOCTEUR-PENFIELD
$970,000 Spacious 3 bedroom unit 
fl ooded with light in The McGregor. Classic 
Golden Square Mile features include large 
entertaining rooms, high ceilings, mouldings 
and beautiful wood fl oors. Over 2,200 
square feet of luxurious living space in one 
of Montreal’s historic gems. MLS 24361317

Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

OPEN – OUVERT 
Covid19 Reduced hours 

Monday to Friday 
10 am to 2 pm 

Our orthopedic facility is essential 
and we are doing our outmost to 

ensure the safety of our sta  
and customers. 

We allow no more than 2 clients at a 
time, and ask our clients to wear a 
mask, keep their distance and use 

our hand sanitizer. 

We also launched our 
Shop Online Store. Go to 

www.footsolutions.ca/montreal 

368 Victoria, Westmount 
514-564-3668

Order by phone or email! 
AVAILABLE: your COVID toolbox 

• Surgical & KN 95 masks 
• Washable masks 

• Visors & gloves • Hand sanitizers 
Nursing services Mon.-Thur. from 9am to 4pm 

Pearson & Cohen-
Tenoudji Pharmacy 
5025 Sherbrooke St. W. (near Claremont) 

(FREE delivery for all Westmounters – 
NO MINIMUM) 

TEL: 514-484-2222 
FAX: 514-484-2205 rxp@videotron.ca 
www.montrealpharmacy.com
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OLD MONTREAL • DE LA COMMUNE E.WESTMOUNT • VICTORIA VILLAGE

TANIA KALECHEFF 
514.992.6413 

B.ARCH. CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER 

tkalecheff@profusion.global | www.kalecheff.com 

Expertly providing answers and solutions 
to your real estate needs for over 30 years

OLD MONTREAL • ST ANTOINE E.

PENTHOUSE, 2 BDRM, GARAGE, TERRACE AVAIL JUNE 1

1303 avenue Greene Suite 500, Westmount (Qc) H3Z 2A7
Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency  

MAY 11, 2020: REAL ESTATE IS OFFICIALLY OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

Somewhat different from two months ago, but what remains 
unchanged is my promise to you: No matter what comes our way, 
I will be there to navigate the new normal with you, always with: 

• Honest and expert advice 
• Knowledge of the local market 
• Top-notch negotiating skills to attain your goals 
• Marketing tailored to your property 
• Being personally there from start to finish 
• The support of Profusion and Christie’s excellence in real estate 

If you’re 
considering selling 
contact me NOW, 

so we can plan 
your move, 

efficiently and 
profitably.

2-3 BDRM RENTAL. FURNISHED OR NOT 2-BEDROOM EXECUTIVE RENTAL

OLD MONTREAL • NOTRE DAME E.

1 BEDROOM, 884 S.F., GARAGE

OLD MONTREAL • ST. ANTOINE E.

1 BEDROOM, 790 S.F., IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

OLD MONTREAL • ST. ANTOINE E. 401

INVESTMENT! 2 BEDROOMS, GARAGE

SOLDSOLD

$735,000$3,800-$4,000 $3,500

NEW

NEW

$395,000


