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People were ‘hopping mad,’ one resident says

City point-person works full
time to resolve garbage issues
By Laureen Sweeney
The city has had an employee working
full time on issues related to the collection
of garbage by a new contractor that took
over the routes starting May 1, according
to city director general Benoit Hurtubise.
The previous firm held the contract for
some eight to 10 years, he said.
“We have had quite a few complaints,”
he acknowledged, “but the contractor is
collaborating. It’s getting better and I’m
hoping all will be addressed in another
week or so.”
And this appeared to be so last week for
many in the Victoria village area. This
This is the Independent’s third-to-last
issue before our usual summer break.
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Public Works yard gets even thinner

seemed to have been the hardest hit, judging from a rash of complaints received by
the Independent.
“People have been hopping mad,” summarized one resident of the area.
Hurtubise said the new contractor,
which does the route once a week for residential buildings and twice for commercial, “is not unwilling” to do the work correctly but there are many peculiarities to
work out in the congested area of mixed
residential/commercial buildings.
These include the placement of bins,
identifying their owners, knowing how to
access them and learning other quirks of
the route.
Almost inaccessible
At some homes, the
garbage is placed at the continued on p. 8

Looking east on June 18 at a part of Westmount’s Public Works yard at the foot of Bethune St.,
south of the Westmount recreation centre. To the right/south of the construction hoarding, the
provincial ministry of Transport has taken over a small portion of this already slim piece of land
as part of its work on the Turcot/720/136 project. Some will be returned; some will not.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Foot pain?
Heel spur?
Bunions?

North-south bike routes to be named July 2
By Laureen Sweeney
City council is expected to announce
two experimental north-south connectors
to the east-west bike routes at the meeting
July 2, Mayor Christina Smith said last
week.
Proposals were discussed at the general
committee meeting June 17.
These have been requested by cyclists
for several years and recommended in the
city’s Traffic Master Plan prepared by consultants and adopted September 10, 2013.
Now that Westmount’s westbound bike

path along Côte St. Antoine connects with
the one in NDG following repaving of the
street in that district, it is expected that the
connectors might link this to the de Maisonneuve “commuter” route and possibly
with the eastbound bike path on Westmount Ave.
There are still a few details to be worked
out, she explained.
The only north-south bike path in Westmount is south of de Maisonneuve Blvd.
on Lansdowne and Glen Rd. This continues into the one on de Courcelle in St.
Henri.

— Consult —
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist
Dr. Jean-Maxime Rocheleau, podiatrist
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Susan Lloyd
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Susan Lloyd
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slloydleduc@profusion.global

438.882.8088

W E S T M O U N T | S U M M I T C R E S C E N T $4,989,000
Welcome to 91 Summit Crescent, an exceptional state-of-the-art ultra modern residence. The cutting
edge Italian design blends with the latest in building materials. A sunﬁlled masterpiece engineered for
21st century living and executed with clean lines and sophisticated style & taste. MLS 9386345
P R O F U S I O N R E A LT Y I N C . - R E A L E S TAT E AG E N C Y

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E S T A T E

B R O K E R

bberke@profusion.global

514.347.1928

O U T R E M O N T | B E L O E I L $2,875,000
Charming and gracious, 3+2 bedroom, 4+1 bathroom home. Extremely well-located, perfect for
entertaining. Features generous terrace, beautiful pool, double garage, marble & wood ﬂoors, plaster
mouldings, intricate wood design, stained glass windows, high ceilings, 2 gas ﬁreplaces. MLS 26821040
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Bantam, PeeWee As win baseball pennants

Open House: Sun. June 30, 2019 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.
WESTMOUNT, 57 HOLTON: Be the first to enjoy this fully
renovated 3-bedroom home with landscaped garden and
indoor garage and parking. Turn key ready for the busy
professional. Steps to Greene Avenue.
$1,990,000

Sylve Lafrenère

514-895-7001
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com
RE/MAX ACTION Westmount
1225 Greene Ave
514-895-7001 – fax 514-313-5362

Westmount’s Bantam A Wings after their victory over CSL.

Council okays:
• Sherbrooke condo ‘variance’ p. 4
• Roxborough demo, p. 5
Letters to the Editor, p. 6
Turcot update, p. 16
Classifieds, p. 22
Social Notes
(Chamber Music Festival), p. 21
9 Lives, p. 19

Westmount’s Bantam A Wings won the
championship of the inter-community
spring baseball league. The finals were a
best of three series against the Côte St. Luc
Athletics. They won game one 7-2 and
game two 7-6.
Westmount’s PeeWee As also won the
league championship, against Côte St. Luc
Avengers. Game one was 7-2 for Westmount, then 7-3 for CSL, then 9-8 for Westmount.

Suits & Dresses
& everything for babies!

any
10%offpurchase
valid till July 13, 2019

Goldtex.ca
Factory Outlet | 8875 Salley, LaSalle | 514 365-9699
Mon-Wed 10-5 | Thurs & Friday 10-6 | Saturday 9-5

FURNISHED RENTAL

JUNE BAILY
514.941.9105

ACCEPTED OFFER

DANIELLE ALLARIE

Real Estate Broker

june@junebaily.com

Great Prices
& Large
Selection

Clothing &
Baby Gear
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Photo courtesy of Krystyne Blaikie.

Real Estate Broker

NDG – 5718 Cote St Antoine
$3975/month | MLS 14321371

514.941.9105
514.730.8708

dallarie@gmail.com
june@junebaily.com

Saint-Laurent – 999 Rue White, app. 105
$379 000 | MLS 19766853
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Rooftop structure at 4160 Sherbrooke

Legal status of condo unit
gets council’s OK
By Laureen Sweeney
A zoning “variance” for the condo building at 4160 Sherbrooke received final approval from city council June 3. This was
a change requested to allow the legal conversion of a rooftop common-use structure
into a private residential condo unit. It had
been used for this purpose over several

68 Victoria in Knowlton

A short walk to the marina, beach.
$735,000. Centris #18985906

years.
The unique request had been required
to go through the complex process for nonconforming projects called SCAOPI, for
specific construction, alteration or occupancy proposal for an immovable (see
story January 22, p. 8).
Final adoption of a resolution to grant
the change came after no valid petitions

had been received by the
city to open a referendum register on what
had been called “a corrective measure.”
The unit was reported
to have stood vacant for
several years after its purchase from the building
and then rented. The
owner, however, had
been unable to obtain a
permit from the city to
renovate and upgrade it
and would not be able to
sell it until its legal status
was resolved.
When the six-storey
building was built in
1989, the rooftop structure had been approved
for the recreational use
of all the condo residents. At a public consultation meeting April 25,
potential approval of the
conversion to private use
was criticized as creating
a possible precedent for
other roof-top units that
had also been also approved for common use
(see story May 7, p. 1). 4160 Sherbrooke on May 9.

Photo: Independent.

Congratulations to the Class of 2019.
Graduates will be pursuing post-secondary education at the
following institutions:
Cégep Édouard-Montpetit
Centennial College
Champlain Coll. St-Lambert
Class Afloat
Collège Jean-de-Brébeuf
Dawson College
Holderness School, NH
John Abbott College
Kents Hill School, ME
Lower Canada College Gr.12

Marianopolis College
Middlesex School, MA
Millbrook Prep. School, NY
Phillips Exeter Academy, NH
St. Paul’s School, NH
Trinity College School, ON
Upper Canada College, ON
Vanier College
Williston Northampton School, MA

Selwyn House School has taught us so many valuable lessons. It has taught
us how to work in a team, bring humour into almost any situation so that
difficult tasks can be more enjoyable, and how hard work really does pay
off. I hope that all of us will take these lessons forward and put them into
practice for the rest of our lives.
Charlie McLernon,Valedictorian

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – June 25, 2019 – 5

Demolition hearing for 45 Roxborough

Removal of roof approved to allow a second storey
By Laureen Sweeney
City council acting as the city’s Demolition Committee June 17 approved a request for the roof of a one-storey house at
45 Roxborough to be removed in order to
add a second storey. An add-on solarium
at the side is also to be demolished.
The decision was based in large measure on a favourable recommendation from
the city’s Planning Advisory Committee
(PAC) and in part on only one letter of
comment received, which did not raise objection to the partial demolition but rather
to the project’s timeline and impacts on
the neighbourhood.
The letter writer, a neighbour whose
house backs onto the Roxborough one, attended the meeting expressing concerns
mainly about the height differences in the
properties.
A resolution allowing the demolition
contained a number of the city’s standard
conditions such as regulations regarding
blasting (if required) and the submission
of a site management plan as well as a
monetary guarantee.
In this case, $186,040 is to be paid before issuance of a demolition permit. This

Welsh Society
of Montreal

One-storey 45 Roxborough, in the shadow of St. Joseph’s Oratory, is shown beside the two-storey
home next door.

represents 10 percent of the declared value
of the project ($1,860,400) to be retained
until “substantial completion” of the work
authorized by the building permit for the
replacement program.
Built in 1955 on Roxborough near the
intersection of Devon, the house has a Category III heritage rating. This generally

means it is not opposed by the PAC as long
as the replacement project meets by-law
and design criteria. The solarium at one
side of the rear was built in 1987.
To better integrate
The PAC’s recommendation had stated
the demolition “is not warranted by poor

Your local Westmount garage for the past 25 years

Kelly’s Orchard

88 Donegani Ave.

Pointe Claire H9R 2V4

  

brakes, ﬁlters and tire pressure
Yes, we service all makes & models
Yes, our services respect your new vehicle warranty,
including complete service programs
Yes, we offer limo service for pick-ups and drop-offs
Yes, you can drop your vehicle off
& bus/Metro/walk to work

Saturday, July 20, 6:30 pm



Reduce your risk: have us check the oil,
Convenient location • Better-than-dealer pricing

Meet-Up





Driving your car to a vacation
spot this summer?

BEST
SERVICE
AWARD

building condition” but that the replacement project on two floors will “better integrate” the house into the neighbourhood
and streetscape (see story May 21, p. 7).
A posting of the plans outside the house
as well as a legal notice stated that written
comments could be received by the city no
later than May 24.
Interestingly, similar approval was given almost five years ago to remove the roof
of a bungalow a block away at 26 Shorncliffe (corner of Roxborough) and add a
second storey (see story October 28. 2014,
p. 3).
In that case the house had a Category
II rating of “significant” heritage value.
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Letters to the Editor
What about the people?
I noticed that in the last edition of the
Independent, there were two letters to the
editor about the sad fate of the ducklings
in Westmount Park. The letter writers
were rightly dismayed by what they witnessed.
However, I am wondering if the citizens
of Westmount could be equally dismayed
by the fate of at least 12 of our homeless
brothers and sisters since the closing of
The Open Door shelter [at Atwater and
Dorchester], which was forced to move to
the Plateau. The homeless who frequent
Cabot Square are left with limited resources and police harassment to boot,
with everything from tight municipal
purse strings to the redesign of the square
working against them.
NIMBY cannot be exercised all the time.
As a Westmount resident who lives near
the former Open Door, I was greeted there
by friendly and professional staff and was
saddened to learn about their moving.
Surely, we can exercise a bit of humanity
and come together to help our fellow
citizens, whose make-up is largely of the
Indigenous peoples of this land that we
enjoy. Surely, we have it in us as a community.
Stefania Mustillo, St. Catherine St.

Warnings aren’t
always enough
The morning of June 16, I read a notice
on the new metal temporary fencing
around the concrete area in Westmount
Park: “Coming, 21st June. Fitness Equip-

ment for Adults. Thank You for Your Patience during Installation.”
Being curious, I entered the enclosed
area through an opening in the fence. And
I read a notice attached on each piece of
equipment stating:
A WARNING
* Prior to using the equipment read all
warning and instructions affixed to each
machine.
* Failure to follow warnings and instructions may create hazards if not avoided
could cause serious injury or death.
* The equipment is designed for users
aged 13 and older. Keep young children
away.
* Obtain a medical exam before beginning
an exercise program.
* Installation on a hard surface such as
concrete, asphalt or packed earth may result in serious injury or death from falls.
* Remove drawstrings and accessories
from around the neck.
* Keep body hair and clothing free and
clear of all moving parts.
* Equipment and surfaces may become
HOT and cause burns. Check surfaces
prior to using equipment.
* Cease exercise if you feel faint or dizzy.
* If you are unsure of how to use equipment visit playisi.COM/ab for further instructions.
* Do not climb on equipment other than
instructed.
* Do not attach straps, bands or similar
items to equipment.
* Immediately report to the owner any
equipment that is not functioning prop-
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David Price: 514.935.4537
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Letters & Comments: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and
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publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to
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14,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions
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Owned and published by:
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

erly and for any instructions or labels that
are damaged or not functioning or illegible.
* One user at a time
* Do not attempt to fix any equipment that
appears damaged or inoperable.
* Do not use the equipment if under influence of alcohol or drugs.
* Designed for users up to 300 lbs or 136
kg.
The above notice in capitals: A WARNING was followed by Instructions in small
print best read with the help of a magnifying glass.
Would users coming to use this open
air gym have to come with birth certificate
to prove they are aged 13 or older?
Would there always be an officer at
opening times to check the age of all users?
And would the officer have equipment
to test users for alcohol and drugs?
Would a telephone be installed at the
scene for urgent medical calls in cases of
serious injury?
Or death?
I presume that the mayor of Westmount
presumes that the notices attached to
equipment will protect the city from any
and all responsibility in cases of serious injury or death in this open air gym in the
concreted heart of Westmount Park. And
that our mayor believes that all residents
are awaiting ever so patiently for its completion on the 21st of June: a very significant date.
Stephen Chin, Sherbrooke St.

Westmount parking app
took our money when
not warranted
On June 6, my husband parked our car
on Greene Ave. near Sherbrooke. It was
5:45 pm and since we knew we wouldn’t
return for a while, we put in a payment on
the parking app for the maximum two
hours.
However, when we looked at the sign
with the parking hours further up the
street we discovered there is no longer any
charge for parking after 6 pm on Thursday
and Friday.
If that is the case, the parking app
should not have accepted payment.
I had this problem several months ago
and discussed it with a public safety officer
at the Westmount station. He told me that
it is up to the driver to read the signs. In
my opinion, this is nothing more than a
cash grab.
On the Montreal app, you are informed
when payment is not required. I do not
understand why Westmount cannot do the
same.
Anna Choran, Sherbrooke St.

Be vigilant!
On a rare occasion, a few days ago, I forgot to lock my car.
It seems in the middle of the night a
thief went along the lane between Hallowell and Bruce avenues, and – you guessed
it – found my car easy to rob.
Luckily, there was only $20 in change
for parking etc.
So this is an advisory: there seem to be
“thieves in the neighbourhood.”
We often see individuals looking earnestly at the backs of our homes. Be vigilant.
Veronica Redgrave, Hallowell Ave.

We do tell residents about
boil-water advisories
In response to resident concerns about
being notified of a boil-water advisory (e.g.
“Please tell us when we must boil water,”
June 18, p. 9), it is important to note that
only residents impacted by the boil-water
advisory will be contacted. If uncertain, a
call to Public Works or a visit to the city
website would clear that up for any resident and avoid concern.
When there is a boil-water advisory,
each resident impacted receives a notification at their house.
When it comes to water, we take no
chances.
While we recognize that boil-water advisories may be inconvenient, we will always adhere to the safety measures that are
there to protect residents.
Before launching a boil-water advisory,
the limits of the affected area are first
identified and the area is subsequently isolated.
Paper notices are then delivered to each
address within the impacted sector to inform of the boil-water advisory. This information is also published on the city’s
website.
Upon completing the required repairs,
various water samples are taken by an accredited laboratory and tests are carried out
in conformity with Québec Environment
ministry standards.
Once conforming results are received,
the boil-water advisory is then lifted and a
new set of notices is distributed to all addresses within the sector.
Philip Cutler, Councillor
for District 2 & Commissioner of
Infrastructure and Innovation
Editor’s note: From other correspondence
that I have seen on this matter, it is clear
to me now that our original letter writer’s
friend on Windsor Ave. was not in the affected zone, and so did not receive a notice
because she was not affected. – DP.
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Calls current law ‘a slippery slope’

Smith signs
Bill 21 affidavit
filed in court
By Laureen Sweeney
Mayor Christina Smith said last week
she had signed an affidavit submitted in
Quebec Superior Court as part of a legal
action against Quebec Bill 21. This is legislation adopted June 16 that limits the wearing of religious symbols by public servants
in positions of authority including teachers
and police.
“The affidavit is support of our application for a stay,” explained lawyer Catherine
McKenzie, who is the wife of the Independent’s editor. This is an “interim” stay (or
measure to suspend application of the law)
pending judicial review.
Smith’s was the only affidavit from a
local mayor, she said.
Mayor Smith, who told the Independent
she did not sign the application on behalf
of the council, identifies herself as mayor
and states in the affidavit dated June 14
how the council had already adopted a
secularism resolution embracing diversity
and calls the legislation “a slippery slope.”

Morin seeks improved enforcement
Still recovering from being knocked
down by one of several kids on bikes in
Westmount Park May 5, 85-year-old Serge
Morin attended the city council meeting
June 3 accompanied by members of his
family. He asked for greater enforcement
of the rule to walk bicycles in the park.
Without any “guardian” on duty at the
time, he also asked for greater surveillance,
as had his wife in a letter to the Independent
(May 14, p. 6). Mayor Christina Smith directed him to local police Station 12 commander, Martine Dubuc, who was present.
– LS
This, she says in the document, could
lead to restrictions against other persons
working for the city such as public safety
officers, who are not police agents, and
even elected officials.
Who can say the current list of persons
affected by the law will not be increased?
she says.
The government’s adoption of Bill 21
was discussed by the Westmount council
in general committee June 17, Mayor Smith
said last week.
“We reiterated how disappointed and
shocking it is along with the addition of a
policing force.” While she doesn’t see it affecting anyone employed
by the city at present, she continued on p. 17

Does your house have issues?
Do you want to sell it?
If you own a property that has issues such as
asbestos, mold, pyrite, water infiltration, or
structural or foundation problems, I have
pre-qualified clients that are ready to buy
these types of properties, without any
legal warranty, at fair market price!
We can notarize the sale within two weeks
or at your convenience.

Barry Kazandjian
Real estate broker – Re/Max 3000 Inc.

514-802-6789 • kazablg@hotmail.com
This advertisement is not a solicitation to put your property on the market.

ONE
TOUCH.
automation

Gold Buyers
International
goldbuyersmontreal.com

514 419-0656
Mon.-Thurs. noon-5pm
Friday noon-4pm
Sat.Closed Sun. noon-4pm

5897 Sherbrooke W.
Just before Royal Ave.
on way to LCC

Should all votes be equal in Quebec?

In 2017, Quebec’s director general of elections
reversed an earlier decision and suddenly removed one of the three provincial ridings in
our part of Montreal.
The local councils of Cote St. Luc, Hampstead,
Town of Mount Royal, Outremont and Côte des
Neiges-NDG protested. Over 500 West End
residents took part in a rally and a legal contestation was launched. With Bill 21 on the
table, it is even more important that the island
of Montreal carry its proper weight in the National Assembly. While the ridings
in our part of town now have an average of nearly 58,000 voters each, six
ridings in the regions of Quebec have fewer than the minimum number of
voters allowed by law. One riding actually has just 28,000 voters.

This is unfair and gives some rural areas twice the political weight
of residents of our part of the province.
Minority communities in Quebec tend to be concentrated in some parts of the
island of Montreal and the current electoral map particularly devalues their
votes. On December 3 and 4, the court will hear the complaint against the
director general of elections. However, the ability to see the case through resides on the continued support from ordinary citizens such as yourself. I am
seeking contributions from residents and supporters to help win this struggle.
Your contribution to help this cause can be made by making out your cheque
to our lawyer, Julius Grey: “Julius Grey in Trust.”

Mail your cheque to: 5160 Decarie #710, Montréal (Québec) H3X 2H9
Attention: Marvin Rotrand, City Councillor

8 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – June 25, 2019

Challenges geared to ‘the natural world’

Summer reading program
kicks off at children’s library
By Laureen Sweeney
The children’s summer reading club at
Westmount Public Library started off on a
perfect-weather day June 17 for getting a
head start on this year’s theme of “The
Natural World” for libraries participating
in the nation-wide TD Summer Reading
Club.
“We went out into the Storytelling
Garden and planted small petunia plants
so each child could have something to take
home and care for,” said children’s librarian
Wendy Wayling.
There were 14 participants on the first
day, a number that last year increased to
310 after the club went into full swing once
schools closed for the holidays.
The bilingual program is open to all
children “from zero to 14,” Wayling said,
noting that parents are encouraged to read
to the younger ones, including infants.
This year’s theme will lead to different
“challenges” and activities that include ani-

mals, trees, leaves and types of clouds. Owl
pellets will be dissected to discover what
the owl had digested. There will be a mad
scientist program on bugs, one on weather
and others such as fossils from the Redpath Museum as well as a workshop on
bees. The children can see bees at the two
hives on the library’s roof.
Weekly prizes
Participants must do one hour of reading before undertaking one of the challenges. There are weekly draws for prizes
that include gift certificates and tickets for
the Eco and Redpath museums. “The
more they read, the more chances they
have to win,” Wayling explains.
The free TD Summer Reading Club is
described by Wayling as presented by some
2,600 library branches across Canada involving 718,399 participants. In 2014, Westmount won first prize in the English category for how it had delivered the program
locally (see story June 17, 2014, p. 5).

A view of the library from Westmount Park on June 20.

Photo: Independent.
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4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount
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Victorian complexity: this heavy metal garbage bin behind the apartment building at 359 Victoria
is hemmed in by parked cars and a fence.

Garbage, cont’d. from p. 1
back (as the city encourages), while some
row houses put it out front. At one apartment building on Victoria that adjoins the
Metro parking lot, its heavy metal bin is almost inaccessible, hemmed in by parked
cars and a fence.
“The former contractor used to throw
the garbage over the fence,” says Silvia
“Sisi” Bortoluzzi, whose Boutique Bodywares Sisi along with Café Crème is one
of the two commercial outlets at the building’s ground level.
Depending how the contractor pushes
the bin against the fence, it can be too difficult to open or close and Bortoluzzi fears
the attraction of rats.
“It’s a learning curve for the new contractor. They had no one to pass them the
torch,” said Barry Friedberg, whose office
building at 310 Victoria has faced irregular
pick-ups.
“We never knew when they were coming. Sometimes they missed us completely.
We’d call Public Works but the information
we got depended on who answered the
phone.”
The new contractor, Derichebourg Canada Environment Inc. won the new threeyear contract from GSI Environmental Inc.
(Matrec) with a lower bid March 4 when
the tender was awarded by city council.
Underestimated complexities?
“Maybe the reason the new company
was able to submit a lower bid was because
they underestimated the complexities of

the area,” suggests John Campbell of
Campbell Framing. He has been meeting
with the city over the situation as president
of the Victoria Merchants Association.
“The lane behind our store (on the
south side of Sherbrooke [between Claremont and Prince Albert] is so narrow,” he
says, “that the big garbage truck has problems if there are delivery trucks in the alley.
It also has all the commercial garbage to
pick up from the stores on one side as well
as the residential garbage on the other
side” from the houses on Winchester.
At one point, Campbell said, the alley
was full of garbage. “But it seems better
today. The alley is clean.”
David Smith of Environnement Électronique, which backs onto the same lane,
also says the situation seemed to have been
resolved, adding “one week at a time,” but
he “wasn’t sure why it took so long to remedy.”
When the new contract was awarded, it
was noted that the change in companies
would be “a transition” but that the “good
news” was that the three-year contract to
Derichebourg for $1,029,693 was cheaper
than the Matrec bid of $1,365,706.
The contract from May 1, 2019 to April
30, 2022 has two renewable options.
Asked if there are penalties the city can
impose on the contractor if needed, Hurtubise said there could be similar ones to
those that had been assessed against the
recycling contractor, but he hopes the more
familiar that Derichebourg becomes with
the route, this won’t be necessary.
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Avenue anger
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The man driving the red car in the foreground worked June 14 to fend off the attempt by the driver
of the grey car to enter the Metro grocery store’s Victoria Ave. lot. At one point just prior to this
photograph, he was actually out of his car. The grey car’s driver did not seem fazed.
Photo: Independent.
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Joyeuse fête
du Canada!
Happy
Canada Day!
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Jennifer Maccarone
Députée de Westmount–Saint-Louis
514 395-2929
jennifer.maccarone.WSL@assnat.qc.ca
1134, Sainte-Catherine Ouest,
bureau 801
Montréal, Québec J3B 1H45
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3-2013
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History by
the House
Andy Dodge
The urbanization of Westmount, especially in the 1950s and 1960s, meant that
many of the city’s older mansions developed “foot soldiers” in their front or side
yards, in some cases because the owners
ran out of money to pay the taxes (or needed the capital) and in others because
buyers foresaw the opportunity to ease the
purchase price by selling off the “excess”
land.
The latter seems to have been the case
in the appearance of 3279 and 3289 Cedar
Ave., one on either side of the driveway
leading to 3283 Cedar Ave., a huge mansion built in 1880 (or so) by Charles Wilson
Mason Macdonald and since demolished.
(The land of that property is currently for
sale.)
Macdonald describes himself as a
“gentleman” in the 1879 deed of purchase
of a piece of land on what was commonly
known at the time as “Brehaut’s Hill,” the
driveway leading straight up Westmount
mountain from “Côte St. Antoine Rd.”
(now part of Sherbrooke St.), past the Rosemount mansion (of William Young), all the

Butterflies!

These butterflies were seen on the sidewalk on
Prince Albert near Burton on June 19.
Photo: Independent.

3289 Cedar Ave.: One of Westmount’s ‘foot soldiers’
way to Braemar, built by James Eadie and
then owned by William Brehaut.
From Brehaut’s Hill to Mountain St.
As other buyers bought land for construction of mansions, the driveway became Mountain St. Henry Earle built a
mansion above Rosemount and then sold
off the land just north of his own mansion
(now 3284 Cedar) to James Muir, who then
sold to Macdonald.
For years, Charles W.M. Macdonald is
listed in Lovell’s Directory as living on
Mountain Ave., but with no indication of
his professional status, nor were we able
to find references in various other sources
of information.
In 1893 he attached the name “Hazel
Craig” to his residence, but the next year
his address became 4245 Boulevard – attaching him to a new street that ran from
Mount Pleasant Ave. to the west city limits,
though the only address west of Mountain
Ave. was St. George’s Snowshoe Club, at
the corner of what is now Aberdeen Ave.
Boulevard (no ‘The’), Avenue Rd.,
then Cedar
The name “Boulevard” (without “The”)
stayed until 1913 when the eastern-most
section of what is now The Boulevard was
opened and so named, and what is now
Cedar became Avenue Rd. The civic number remained 4245.
The current name of Cedar Ave. (“avenue des Cèdres” in some deeds) was not
given to this section of road until 1931,
when the civic number for this property
changed to 3283.
Macdonald apparently remained in the
house until 1927 when he sold to Sarah Lemieux, a spinster who married Joseph Brochu in 1931.
Brochu’s name appears in the Lovell’s
Directory for 1931 as working for “Sterling
Corporation” – there were several companies using the name “Sterling” in Montreal at the time.
By 1932, a tenant had moved in: R.T. Ferguson, manager at Gooderham & Worts
Ltd., distillers located on Peel St. in downtown Montreal. Ferguson remained at the
address for the next decade until, in late
1941, the city seized the property for unpaid
taxes of $5,500 and sold it, two years later,
to Stuart Dunlop, a contractor, all the while
honouring the lease with Ferguson.
In 1945, the tenant changed to Alec
Beique, a civil engineer with Consolidated
Paper.
At the time, the lot measured 191.5 feet
wide by 188 feet deep, thus 36,000 square
feet or 3,345 square meters, and with the
house at the back of the lot to increase its
height and thus view over the river, there

3289 Cedar Ave. on June 7.

was plenty of space along the Cedar Ave.
frontage without disturbing the existing
mansion.
Subdivision
Dunlop apparently couldn’t accomplish
his plans for the property and so sold to
Freda Hymovitch, wife of William Morris,
who ran a gift shop on St. Lawrence Blvd.
and appears to have distributed Venetian
blinds as a sideline, though that part of his
trade appears to have become more important over the ensuing years. It was they
who eventually determined that the 191.5foot frontage on Cedar Ave. was enough to
allow for subdivisions on either side of the
driveway to the mansion, and in 1962 they
arranged with the city to subdivide for two
houses, all the while keeping the driveway
from construction, which would have
blocked off access to 3283 Cedar.
By the summer of 1963, permits were
issued for the construction of two dwellings for $35,000 each, including 3279 and
3287 (later to become 3289) Cedar Ave.
Morris created a company called “Willmor Discount Corp.” to oversee construction and they quickly sold 3289 Cedar to
Dr. Horst Hubert Rosmus, a Shefferville
radiologist and surgeon, whose major
claim to fame came in 1959 when he was
present at the death of Maurice Duplessis.
Recent owners
Dr. Rosmus stayed only three years before passing 3289 Cedar off to Peter Raymond Shaddick, executive vice-president
of international banking for the Bank of
Montreal.
In 1974, Robert Bandeen was appointed

president of CN Rail and purchased the
house, moving from Toronto. In 1978 he
moved on to Daulac Rd. and passed the
house to Maurice Auger, who stayed there
briefly but sold the house to a company
presided over by Roger E. Baker, a lawyer
who was to move on to a judgeship in 1993.
It appears the house was leased to Dr.
Alessandro Sorrentino for a number of
years, then in 1988 it was sold to Beverley
Light, who moved in with her husband,
Jerry Glazer. She is a psychologist who
specializes in drug and alcohol dependency.
This time the tenure was 12 years until
she sold to Kamal Mekhael and Mona Sarguis, who have a private insurance agency,
in 2000. During their nine years of ownership the house tripled in value when they
sold it in August 2009, for $2,900,000. The
final sale price in 2013 was $3,500,000. The
municipal valuation for 2017 is $3,361,200.

History of 3289 Cedar Ave.
(since construction)
Date

Buyer

Price

07 Nov 1963 Willmor Discount
Corporation
$40,000
11 May 1965 Dr. Horst Hubert Rosmus $72,500
13 Dec 1968 Peter Raymond Shaddick $72,000
31 Aug 1972 Dr. Robert Angus Bandeen $78,000
17 Jan 1978 Maurice Auger
$125,000
13 Jun 1980 Magna Virtus Holding Ltd.
(Roger E. Baker, pres.)
$230,000
05 May 1988 Beverley Light
$635,000
03 Jul 2000 Mona Sarguis &
Kamal Mekhael
$850,000
03 Aug 2009 Thi Quoc Anh Nguyen $2,900,000
30 Aug 2013 Meiru Duan &
Zhenggang Shen
$3,500,000
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Alan
Klinkhoff
Gallery

We build collections

2019

1986

Alan Klinkhoff with Mrs. Decco by Prudence Heward

1974

Alan Klinkhoff Gallery is rooted in three generations of trust and experience in the Canadian
and international art markets. Contact us today for all your ﬁne art related needs.

Montreal 514-284-9339 | Toronto 416-233-0339 | www.klinkhoff.ca | info@klinkhoff.ca
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PRESTIGIOUS RESIDENCE

NEW PRICE

$4,850,000

$2,150,000

WESTMOUNT

WESTMOUNT

MLS 10973728

MLS 14882440

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

NEW PRICE

$2,888,000

$1,700,000

$550,000

$998,000

CÔTE ST-LUC

VILLE-MARIE

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

TROPIQUES NORD

MLS 11564010

EXCLUSIVE

MLS 12287150

MLS 20123949

RENTED

RENTED

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

$1,488,000

$409,000
WESTMOUNT ADJ.

VILLE-MARIE

MLS 21592113

MLS 21651533

INTRODUCING VERMONT

$1,075,000 USD
VERMONT
MLS 10973728

SOLD

ACCEPTED OFFER

WESTMOUNT

MONTREAL-WEST
MLS 16193907

SOT H E BYS R E A LT Y.CA
Real estate agency. Independently owned & operated.
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OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY FROM 1:30-5PM

M SUR LA MONTAGNE PHASE II 70% SOLD

Starting at $1,535,000 - $3,380,000 + taxes • 15 units left • Delivery October 2019 for remaining units

ANNE BEN-AMI (MADAR)
Real Estate Broker

514.726.3037

The pinnacle of luxury living...
Majestic gated 18-acre park, magnificent dog park,
mesmerizing indoor pool & more.
A few spectacular units still available,
come visit yours.

annebenami.ca
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Weinstein, Senior Staff play Folk Fest

From left, Phil Jones (bass and vocals), Westmounter Stephen Weinstein (guitar, harmonica and vocals), Suzanne Gagnier (vocals), Helen Binik (vocals and percussion), Brian Nicholson (guitar and
vocals) and Andrew Toeman (banjo).
Photo courtesy of S. Weinstein.

Senior Staff and friends played at the
12th annual Folk Fest sur le Canal June 15

Manoir Westmount
A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

in the Lhasa de Sela tent.
“Despite the rain, the tent was filled to
capacity with eager and enthusiastic singers of all ages,” said band member and
Westmounter Stephen Weinstein in an
email afterwards to the Independent.
Lyric sheets were handed out and the
audience sang along to Bob Dylan’s “Blowin’ in the Wind,” John Denver’s “Leaving

on a Jet Plane” and Pete Seeger’s “Where
Have All the Flowers Gone?”
The audience stood for Leonard
Cohen’s “Hallelujah” and sang “this anthem with power and emotion,” he continued.
“The show ended with a raucous version of Woodie Guthrie’s “This Land is
Your Land” – the Canadian version. With

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Charles
Pearo
Ph.D.

Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you!

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals
 Daily tea
 Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

big smiles all around and laud applause,
the universal power of music was obvious.”

Laser hair removal
Skin photo-rejuvenation
Facials (all types)
Microdermabrasion
Wax & electrolysis

Manoir Westmount Inc.
For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

BEAUTY by NEALY

 Medication distribution
 24 hour security
 24 hour nurse
 Extensive activity programme

4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Classiﬁeds in the Independent
Why list your goods (or services) on ﬂy-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell) locally?
Buy a classiﬁed in the Westmount Independent at:.

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

Nealy Chea
By Appointment
Only

We use and sell:

Free Parking

NEALY BEAUTE

elle & lui
SINCE 1990

2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com
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First collaboration between St. Matthias, Shaar choirs

Jamie Bernstein emcees concert about her father, Leonard
By Martin C. Barry
The emotionally stirring music of Leonard Bernstein filled Congregation Shaar
Hashomayim on May 29 during a gala concert paying homage to congregation
member Marvin Corber, who was a driving
force behind two important capital campaigns at the Westmount synagogue.
Leonard Bernstein’s eldest daughter,
Jamie, author of the memoir Famous
Father Girl about her late father, was the
concert’s narrator, during an evening that
saw a first-ever musical collaboration between the Shaar choir and its neighbour
from the across the street, the St. Matthias’
Anglican Church choir.

Shaar music director Roï Azoulay conducts the
McGill Chamber Orchestra, as well as the
Shaar and St. Matthias’ Anglican Church
choirs, on May 29 at Westmount’s Congregation Shaar Hashomayim synagogue.

Seen here on May 29 at Shaar Hashomayim,
Jamie Bernstein, Leonard Bernstein’s eldest
daughter, narrated the synagogue’s tribute to
her late father.

The multimedia event saw several of
Bernstein’s works performed, including excerpts from West Side Story, as well as
music that inspired Bernstein by Aaron
Copland and Gustav Mahler.
Roï Azoulay and Boris Brott conducted
the McGill Chamber Orchestra as well as
the choirs. The concert also featured
Broadway actress and soprano Leah Edwards and the Shaar’s own internationallyrenowned tenor, cantor Gideon Zelermyer.

Andy Dodge & Associates, Inc.
Real Estate Research & Analysis
Individual studies and data
about Westmount real estate
102 Sheraton Drive

Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4

Tel: 514-482-8560
Fax: 514-482-8621

www.andydodgeassociates.com
andy@andydodgeassociates.com
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Many Turcot openings forecast for this year

Glen Rd. to close to vehicles for three weeks this summer

By David Price
The KPH-Turcot construction consortium will close Glen Rd. for three weeks in
mid-August, the Turcot Bon Voisinage
committee of Westmount, NDG and Montreal West was told June 11 during a public
meeting at the St. Raymond community
centre in southeast NDG.
The group will be working on the roadbed of the Glen Rd. beneath the 720/136
highway, between the entrances to Home
Depot and Hydro Westmount. Pedestrian
and cycle access will be maintained.
Other Westmount news
Westmount citizen-member Virginia
Elliott asked about the timeline for the resurrection of Selby Park at the foot of
Greene. Stéphane Audet of the provincial
ministry of Transport (MTQ) said that a
three-way discussion is ongoing between
the MTQ, KPH-Turcot and the city of Westmount, which “is progressing slowly at this

point,” but should speed up soon given that
KPH-Turcot’s work in that area is ending
soon.
The only Westmount city councillor in
attendance was Kathleen Kez of District 8,
who asked about graffiti under the 720/136
highway at Greene and sound barriers.
In general, graffiti on MTQ property at
Greene will be removed once a year, as per
MTQ practice, said Audet, with exceptions
made for hateful or otherwise troublesome
examples. At present, KPH-Turcot is sand
blasting the installations there before placing a coating that aims to make it possible
to remove graffiti with a simple water solution.
When she asked if the city of Westmount could clean it up more often, she
was told by Audet, “The city can.”
It was confirmed that sound barriers
will only be installed west of Greene. From
past meetings, it was clear that these barriers aim to protect residents of St. Henri,
not Westmount, which is suing the MTQ

Greene Ave. below the 720/136 on June 13. The walls looked graffiti free.

Photos: Independent.

The closed, eastern end of Vendôme Metro station’s bus turnaround on June 13. The western end,
also closed, is to the right before the small office building. They will remain so until late August.
The work for the MUHC’s Glen tunnel is to the left, largely out of the shot.

for its own barrier.
Turcot news
The vast majority – 97 percent – of the
destruction of the old Turcot interchange
has been completed, Olivier Beaulieu of
KPH-Turcot told the meeting.
Partial closures expected in 2019 include:
• The A15/Decarie autoroute northbound
just north of Sherbrooke (one lane of
four, for two months starting St. Jean
weekend),
• The 720/136 westbound ramp to the A20
west (one lane of two for one month,
starting this fall).
Openings expected in 2019 include:
• The St. Jacques bridge over the Decarie
expressway (late July/early August),
• The ramp from the A15 north to the 20
west (this fall),
• The ramp from 20 east to the 15 north
(this fall),
• The Girouard/Sherbrooke St. entrance to
the 15 south/Champlain bridge (end of
the year),
• The entrances to the 20 west at Lucien
L’Allier and Fort downtown (end of October),
• Greene Ave. (end of the year).
NDG/St. Raymond news
Several NDG residents asked about
final Côte des Neiges-NDG borough plans
for various traffic rules and infrastructure
items in the St. Raymond district of southeastern NDG, now that the end of the Turcot project is in sight.
City and borough councillor Peter McQueen took to the open mic to explain that
so many details and so many effects of new
Turcot and McGill University Health

Centre (MUHC)/Société de transport de
Montréal (STM) work are still unknown
that proposals cannot be finalized.
For instance, the width of any empty
space between the new entrance to the
MUHC’s Glen hospital at Vendôme Metro
station and the CP train tracks is not
known, delaying any possible plans for a
bike bridge over Decarie Blvd., which
might in turn be connected to a bike path
passing that point. He also explained that
local residents would see three proposals
during a first consultation; leading to a
chosen, likely plan with at least one consultation of its own.
At present, the bus turnaround at the
Vendôme Metro station is under construction and closed to traffic. Work is being
done given the also under-construction entrance to the MUHC and to replace retention basins, the “roof” membranes of the
station, the roadway and sidewalks. It is expected to continue until the end of August,
the STM told the Independent June 12 by
email.
Beginning of the end?
The very calm mood, and short length,
of the meeting was different from most
previous ones.
Montreal West residents decrying the
loss the CN rail tunnel at the foot of their
town were absent.
And there was a focus on the ending of
many aspects of the Turcot project for the
first time in this reporter’s experience.
The meeting was mainly in French with
any English translated into French, as per
MTQ practice.
The next public meeting of the Turcot Bon
Voisinage committee is planned for an as-yetunchosen date in October.
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Compton remembered for his determination, innovations against polio
By Martin C. Barry
During Polio Quebec’s annual general
meeting at the Mackay Centre in NDG on
June 7, Westmount writer Marilynn Vanderstaay gave a stirring account of the ordeals faced by late Westmounter Neil
Compton when he came down with polio.
According to Vanderstaay, Compton
was considered by many to be a highly-visible part of Westmount’s fabric, since his
house on Metcalfe Ave. was known to
many as the “one with the wheelchair
ramp.”
In 1955 at age 35, he suddenly came
down with polio, but managed to work his
way back from being confined in an iron
lung to regaining his voice, then becoming
chairman of Sir George Williams University’s English department.
“He dealt with the physical issues of severe paralysis, living in an iron lung and
all the physical and emotional challenges
that I don’t have to tell you about,” she told
the gathering, many of whom also suffered
from polio.
Innovative
While the Compton home was fitted
with various devices and equipment to
help during his recovery, Vanderstaay said
the “always innovative” Compton gradually
taught himself how to breathe on his own
and speak without a respirator using a
“glossopharyngeal” technique sometimes
called “frog breathing.” After months of
practice, he was able to return to work.
However, when the strain of Compton’s
ordeal became too much for his wife to
bear, she left, leaving the children largely
on their own, Vanderstaay added.
“When their mother moved out, they
didn’t have anyone they knew other than
their father to be there for them, and when
he was at work they were left with
strangers, nannies. They had trouble coping and really acted out.”
Marries McCulloch
Gabriel McCulloch, a 23-year-old student and teacher from England, was heading home by ship when she decided to
make a stop in Montreal. Her father, a
church minister, had performed Neil’s
marriage. After seeing the turmoil the
Compton household was in, she decided
to stay. She and Neil were married in 1962.
While the family grew, Neil, who had
overcome everything polio threw his way,
died in 1973 when the electric wheelchair
he was riding in tipped backwards as he
was getting out of an elevator, cracking his
head on the floor.
(McCulloch later married Philip Baugniet and taught classics at The Study and

Concordia.)
John Donovan, past-president of the Rotary Club of Westmount, which has focused many efforts on eradicating polio,
quoted from a piece Compton wrote on his
experiences.
“With my body inside the huge cylinder
and separated from my head by a tight-fitting plastic collar like a lady waiting to be
sawn in half in some monstrous magical
show, I sometimes had trouble believing
that I still existed from the neck down,”
wrote Compton.
Those attending Polio Quebec’s 2019
annual general meeting also heard keynote
speaker Tracy “Unstoppable” Schmitt deliver a message on challenges and possibilities. A four-limb amputee, the Toronto
native has travelled the world as a motivational speaker and corporate advisor, while
acquiring university degrees in education
and business.

Seen here on June 7 from the left during Polio Quebec’s AGM are Tracy Schmitt, the Westmount
Rotarians’ John Donovan, Marilynn Vanderstaay and Polio Quebec board member Mona
Arsenault.

Marilynn Vanderstaay presenting.

Bill 21, cont’d. from p. 7
said it could affect the Westmount community such as teachers.
She points out in the affidavit how the
community has three public elementary
schools and one public high school whose
teachers and principals would fall under

certain provisions in the current law.
Plaintiffs for the legal action at hand are
Ichrak Nourel Hak, the National Council
of Canadian Muslims, the Corporation of
the Canadian Civil Liberties Association
and the National Council of Canadian
Muslims.

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

www.litwin.ca
Assurance
Financial
Reporting

Advisory & Consulting
Estate & Trust Planning
Successions

Accounting
Taxation

US INCOME TAXES AND COMPLIANCE
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Police Report

Suspect faces multiple charges
after Econoline van stolen
By Martin C. Barry
Pick up premium-quality meats, and poultry.
Our service, selection and quality are second to none!
Or try our Hassle-Free option of Home Cooked Food.

BOUCHERIE WESTMOUNT
5207 Sherbrooke St.W.
(1 block east of Northcliffe)
Tel: 514.481.1811

HAIR
CUTS
FOR MEN
& KIDS
514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke St. W.
(at Claremont Ave.)

A 45-year-old man from Laval was arrested and charged with assault, vehicle
theft and impaired driving during the early
afternoon of June 11 after a Ford Econoline
van belonging to a construction company
was stolen outside a residence on Grosvenor Ave.
According to Montreal police department community relations officer Stéphan
Laperrière, public safety officers from
Westmount Public Security spotted the
suspect entering the vehicle, then driving
off in an erratic fashion along Côte St.
Antoine Rd.
After following him, the PSOs intercepted the suspect, whose struggles led to
an altercation. The Montreal police were
called and the suspect was arrested by
them.
After undergoing a breathalyser test, he
was found to be more than two times
above the legal limit for blood alcohol. As
well, he was found to be operating a motor
vehicle with a driver’s licence on which
conditions were imposed that he had violated.
Locker robbed
Around $2,000 of personal property was
stolen when a locker in the basement storage area of a St. Catherine St. apartment
building was broken into sometime from
June 8-10.
String of
car break-ins

1. Carpet Cleaning Since 1929.
Hand washing of hand made and
machine made carpets. Insect
removal, stain removal, odor
removal, dusting and disinfectant
services are available.
2. Repairs and Restoration –
Specialized carpet repair and
restoration services since 1929.
Services include fringe replacement, weaving, binding and cutting.
3. Pick-up & Delivery – We pick up
and deliver your carpets right to
your door.

514-271-7750
6681 Av. Du Parc
Mon to Sat 9am - 4pm
www.raymondandheller.com

Police suspect that a string of car breakins committed on the same day in the
same area of Westmount may be the work
of one individual.
In all cases, little or nothing was actually

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in

ENTRANCE DOORS

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
•Stripping & Staining
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

stolen and the perpetrator used the same
method to gain entry.
During the afternoon of June 13, a recent model compact rental car parked near
the corner of Victoria and Windsor avenues was broken into and the contents
were searched, although nothing was
taken.
According to Laperrière, the would-be
thief gained access by breaking a rear passenger-side window.
“The owner had left a bag in view,” he
said. “But instead of stealing the bag, the
perpetrator searched it instead. People
should still be keeping their stuff out of
view so that no one is tempted to want to
break in.”
Also on June 13 between 10 am and 5
pm, another recent model compact car
parked a few blocks away at Prince Albert
and Windsor was broken into and robbed
of some personal items as well as a handicapped parking permit.
In this case, again the rear passengerside window was broken to get in. “It’s
possible that it’s related to the previous
incident,” said Laperrière, while noting that
anyone caught using the stolen handicapped permit could end up being investigated as a potential accessory to the breakin.
There was a third car break-in on June
13, this time between 3 and 6 pm near de
Maisonneuve Blvd. and Lansdowne Ave.
Again, a compact car was targeted and a
rear passenger-side window was broken to
gain entry.
In this case, only loose change was
stolen from inside. Laperrière suggested it
might be the work of adolescents willing
to risk the consequences in return for such
small amounts.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

GOOSE ROCKS BEACH

(Kennebunkport, Me)
Cottage FOR SALE: Details available
from The Realty Concierge.
Waterviews!
Call 781-363-3759
and ask for Grace or Kate

Blinds & Drapes

50%

UP
TO

OFF

Don Karp
Décor

514-237-2871

Free shop-at Home Service & Installation

EXPERT ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS

“ART A LA CARTE”

COMMISSIONED
OIL PAINTINGS
You give us a photo of your treasured
possession: home, pet, antique car
etc. and our skilled artists produce a
high quality work of art.

Send photos to
glen@abrasicorp.ca or call
GDA for quote 5144869374

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide
Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072
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Westmount Park
Schoolers say
‘à la prochaine’
for two years
By Martin C. Barry
Students, staff and parents from Westmount Park School gathered in the playing
field on Academy Rd. on June 7 to say “au
revoir” – but not goodbye – to the school
that is closing on the last day of school for
a major interior refurbishment.
Classes at the school ended for the
summer on June 21 and the student population of more than 700 won’t be returning
in the fall.
The three-storey building will be closed
for the next two years while an interior
renovation is carried out. The students will
be split between the Marymount Academy
building on Côte St. Luc Rd. in NDG, and
St. John Bosco School in Ville Émard.
According to the English Montreal
School Board, Westmount Park School was
built in 1913, originally for Westmount
High School. It later became Westmount
Intermediate High and Westmount Junior
High.
In 1961, “Westmount High” (no longer
having junior or intermediate schools)

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Found outside at five days of age,
Dumpling was an abandoned newborn
who was rescued and cared for diligently
by a veterinary technician. This adorable
grey-and-black shorthaired tabby kitten is

Seen here on June 7 on the field outside Westmount Park School are some of the parents and students who attended a farewell event before the
school shuts for two years for renovations.

moved to a brand new building on St. Catherine St. and the old building on Academy Rd. became Westmount Park School
for elementary students.
The work to be done at the school over

the next two years will include the installation of an elevator, a new ventilation system, an acoustically-designed music room
next to the auditorium, safe and sensory
rooms for special needs students, and a

special waiting area for parents.
“The plan is to re-open for the September school year of 2021,” said Marylène Perron, principal of Westmount Park School.

Little Dumpling

be pleased to tell you more about her.

grooming in the spring, contrasted by his
breathtaking green-yellow coloured eyes
and pink nose. He is so affectionate and
sweet, with an identical
brother Gelfand waiting
for his return home. Yoda
is nine years old, neutered
and healthy. If you have
any information on him,
please contact Nancy at
514.909.5503. A reward is
offered for his return.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

now nine months old. She has received all
her inoculations and treatments and was
recently spayed.
Sweet little Dumpling is ready for adoption in a loving family that will cherish her
as she delights them with her kittenish
ways. She is very playful and cuddly with
everyone, including children and dogs. You
can find out more about her by contacting
the reception staff at the Hôpital Vétérinaire Général MB at 514.935.1888 who will

Have you seen Yoda?
As Westmount neighbours and Indie readers, I
would like to feel that we
can help bring Yoda
home. He went missing
outside accidently from
his home in lower Westmount on June 5 around
9 am. Yoda is a pure white
Turkish angora, with a big
fluffy mane from his

Residential

ROOFING Commercial

CARPET CLEANING SPECIALISTS

SERVING

WESTMOUNT
FOR 35 YRS

•Oriental rugs new
and antique cleaning
and repairs
•Outstanding workmanship
and service
•Wall to wall carpet
cleaning; furniture cleaning

514 825-5550

Couvreur Inter Régional
Shingles, Tar and Gravel & Membrane
►25 Years Experience◄
Free Estimation – Repairs Guaranteed

514-250-4811 – Benoit
RBQ # 5721-5766-01
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Beer Review

Saint-Houblon (Quartier Latin)
1567 St. Denis
David Price, The Philistine:
Beer drinker
Ideal beer: stronger-than-average lager,
even if it’s commercial Canadian beer.
He dislikes too much hops flavour or
aroma in beer (i.e. most India pale ales
or IPAs), and does not like roasted malts
(e.g. stouts). He also dislikes wheat
beers, which remind him of toothpaste,
which he doesn’t normally eat or drink.
Favourite beer: Harp or Sapporo, but
Sapporo-in-a-can beats Harp-in-a-can,
hands down. On-tap research on this
question is still under way.
Greg Dunning, The Connoisseur: Beer
drinker, homebrewer, and beer hunter.
Ideal beer: The one that is manufactured
by people who care more about the beer
than the money and it depends on the
season.
Favourite beer (spring 2019): Strikes Bock
by Empire Brewing Co. (Syracuse, NY)
January 24, 2019
THE PHILISTINE
The evening started with a Beer Miracle!
The Connoisseur, our two friends and
I ran into Westmounter Hugues Gagnon
on the Metro platform as we waited for a
train to take us to our intended location,
St. Houblon. Gagnon co-owns the Benelux
chain of brewpubs, whose Verdun location
we reviewed in our November 12, 2013 edition (p. 18). He invited all of us for beers
on his tab at the Sherbrooke St. (at Jeanne
Mance) Benelux before going on to St.
Houblon.
Beer Miracles, like Festivus Miracles, do
not happen every day and we accepted.
We won’t review these comped beers
(for me: a Sigmund Pilsner, a cask IPA and
a Voltigeur American – i.e. hopped-up –
lager), but I will say this: Thank you,
Hugues, for the beers and for having a
lager (the Pilsner) on your menu. Also, I
have normally found cask beers to be flavour bombs, which we Philistines should
avoid. This one was not. Despite being an
IPA, it was lemony (not skunky like many
IPAs) and light on the tongue like a wheat
beer. I foresee thirsty patrons quaffing it
on a terrasse this summer. I will say nothing about the hopped-up lager.
THE PHILISTINE: Cerveza Lime (4.9%)
– Pilsner
As we waited for a table at Saint-Houblon, a server brought us samples for tasting.
I chose the Cerveza Lime, which I was hoping would be a straight lager. I had focused

on the word for the style, “Pilsner,” and had
not paid sufficient attention to the actual
name of the beer. This cocktail was beer
mixed with lime. If you are looking for the
taste of Mexico, this beer is one avenue for
you. I was not in a Mexican mood. Why not
serve a good beer with some lime wedges
that people can add to their taste?
THE CONNOISSEUR: Cerveza Lime
(4.9%) – Pilsner & La Noirceur (5.4%, 31
IBU ) – Czech dark lager
I was so favourably blown away by this
unexpected gesture of hospitality that I
drained this refreshing Mexican “lager” for
our second start to the evening. At the
same time, I noticed that a pitcher of water
and individual glasses were already set up
at our table for our session. This is one
manner in which a tasting room can distance itself from a bar that serves beer and
maybe has some music. I followed with
another lager; imagine that! Smooth with
a malt backbone but not too sweet. Any
brewer who tries to make a Czech lager
typically stays safe and blonde (like L’Amère à Boire, up the street) but my compliments to the three brewers at Saint-Houblon for going dark in January and addressing my seasonal palate. Too “coffee-ish” for
my wing-man, however, lager notwithstanding.
THE PHILISTINE: Blonde (5%) –
American golden ale
Next was a blonde, the port-in-a-storm
for lager lovers out sailing the aromatic ale
seas. Like lagers, they usual have a fairly
mild taste. This one was actually quite lemony. My notes equivocate between “half
lemony” and “quarter lemony.” It was okay,
but – again – why not go with good old beer
flavour? Let the citrus lovers add lemon
wedges to taste.
THE CONNOISSEUR: Columbus IPA
(5.6%, 28 IBU) – American India pale ale
It was hazy, which means it’s unfiltered,
which equates to big flavour, and in this
case, huge grapefruit. This beer has been
lightly hopped during the boil and heavily
dry-hopped in fermentation, which is why
it lobs a grapefruit bomb in your face.
Maybe some people like grapefruit drinks
but I prefer balance in my beer, and if you
are like me, I implore you to look for
American IPAs whose IBU (international
bitterness units) numbers are approximately 10x their ABV (alcohol by volume).
This magic formula seems to achieve perfect sweet/bitter equilibrium (see The Alchemist’s Heady Topper, Dogfish Head’s
60 Minute IPA, and closer to home – La

The beer menu experiencing updating difficulties. The Philistine has never seen a chalkboard have
this problem.

Voie Maltée’s Soutien Gorge IPA Impériale
(8.2% , 90 IBU), Labrosse’s IPA (6.4%, 63
IBU), Farnham’s 64 IPA (6%, 64 IBU). I
certainly didn’t hate it but I know someone
who would. [DP: me! Thanks for the warning.]
THE PHILISTINE: Maibock (6.8%) –
blonde lager
The Maibock was also citrusy (do you
sense a theme for evening?), but less so.
My notes say, “10 percent?” I often feel assailed by the skunky and grapefruity aromas of IPAs and especially the American
varieties (sometimes called APAs), but
today I felt like we’d taken a sharp turn into
a citrus orchard. Or maybe there had been
a lemon-and-lime glut, and so good pricing
for the brewer?
THE CONNOISSEUR: Club Tropicana
(7.2%, 52 IBU) – New England IPA
I had trouble distinguishing this one
from my previous Columbus IPA, even
though I drank a glass of water and ate
some food in between. But according to
Annie, our excellent server, mango and
pineapple purée were added during fermentation and Simcoe, Mosaic, Amarillo,
and Centennial hops are used, not Columbus. It was good but I think I am suffering
from “palate destruction” after tramping
through this lemon orchard. Got to go
somewhere else next. In the meantime, my
co-pilot must be already blind drunk; stumbling toward something called “Brett.”
THE PHILISTINE: Pale Ale 100% Brett
(4.9%) – pale ale
Have I ever been drunk?
My interest in the pale ale style arose
for my recent re-discovery of the original
St. Ambroise beer (and for some time its
only product), its pale ale. Back in the late
1980s, I found it very filling and aromatic.
Greg, will, of course, blame this past
opinion on the destruction of my young
palette by those villainous macrobrewers.
Maybe, but I find them less villainous with
each pint of hopped-up perfume that I
have to drink with Greg. (It’s hard to be a
beer reviewer!) Regardless, after years of
aroma bombs, I find that the original St.
A. Pale Ale (with its six varieties of hops)
delightful and not overpowering in taste.

This beer was nothing like that. It was
citrusy (underlined five times in my notes)
and fizzy (underlined three times). I then
also wrote “fizzy/citrus,” as if for added
emphasis. Not for me!
THE CONNOISSEUR: Quadruple (9%,
26 IBU) – Belgian strong ale
Very caramelly, very rich. What a relief!
Our specialist in the Belgian style from
Vermont noted “raisins,” which I agreed
with. He was hoping for a bready yeast
aftertaste too but I didn’t detect it, nor miss
it. Really smooth and easy drinking and
not overly complex; a precarious combination at 9 percent but most welcome at this
latter stage of the session. I noted that this
was not an “evening finisher” but it probably was, given my satisfactory all-night,
controllable buzz.
THE PHILISTINE: Maibock (6.8%) –
blonde lager
I went back to the Maibock, which I
guess was my “favourite” of the night. Ten
percent of a lemon is better than five whole
ones.
Summary
THE PHILISTINE
This bar was fine. The service was
friendly and I liked the touch of offering
us a taster as we waited for a table. I liked
the atmosphere. But I really had nowhere
to go, beer-wise. If I did not like my drinking companions so much, I would have
discontinued these journeys long ago and
just picked up some Sapporo at the supermarket. Or, if I wanted to go local, Farnham’s Pilsner, in a yellow can labelled “27,”
(for its IBU measure), which is great.
I noticed nothing interesting about the
bathrooms, but the beer menu was novel.
It was an LCD screen that could be updated
– and that periodically did indeed need
software updating on our night there (see
picture). You could find this cool or atmosphere destroying – or indicative that the
menu changes frequently (a great thing for
beer hunters) and, I know from checking
the bar’s website, something that has already happened since our visit.
THE CONNOISSEUR
This is a first-stage beer
enterprise that has really

continued on p. 22
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Montreal Chamber Music Festival gala ‘brillante’
Social Notes
Veronica Redgrave
The Montreal Chamber Music Festival
held its 2019 gala in the ballroom of the
Marriott Château Champlain.
Gregory Charles hosted the elegant eve,
which paid tribute to Joseph Rouleau, who
was awarded the festival’s 2019 Prix d’Excellence. The renowned opera singer was
accompanied by his wife Renée and son
Marc.
Tenor Marc Hervieux and Charles performed a wonderful musical tribute to
Rouleau.
The event’s honorary president was
Marie-Hélène Labrie, senior vice president,
public affairs and communications for
Cogeco.
Arriving guests were serenaded by accordion player Vladimir Sidorov. Wines for
the chic soirée were provided by Bambara
Selection and included Terra Viva Brut
Prosecco for the cocktail. The wine pairings balanced the delicious four-course meal continued on p. 22

Denis Brott, Marie-Hélène Labrie and Gregory Charles.

Top 1%

B. 514.934.1818
C. 514.912.1482

in Canada

béatrice baudinet

baudinet@royallepage.ca

www.baudinet.ca

Diamond Award Winner

Top 10 team for
Royal Lepage Quebec.

REAL ESTATE AGENCY

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

2009–2017

BEAUTIFULLY LOCATED

ELEGANT NDG HOME

4500 Av. Westmore | Notre-Dame-de-Grâce, QC. | $1,495,000 3811 Av. Grey | Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | $1,095,000

PRESTIGIOUS GLENEAGLES BUILDING FULLY RENOVATED

3940 Ch. de la Côte-des-Neiges, apt. B22 | Ville-Marie | $998 000 4224 Avenue de Melrose | Notre-Dame-De-Grace | $1,495,000
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Social notes, cont’d. from p. 21
prepared by Marriott chef Nick Papagianopoulos. The scrumptious finale was dessert: Semifreddo Giandula.
The silent auction included an eightnight Viking River Cruise for two, Club
Med and Westjet sun vacation, jewellery
offered by Kaufmann de Suisse, Fairmont
stays in Whistler, Banff, Lake Louise or
Jasper Park and Montreal’s iconic Queen
Elizabeth.
Guests of honour included Senator Raymond Setlakwe, Magda Popeanu, responsible for culture for the city of Montreal,
and John Rae and his wife Phyllis.
Noted in the sold-out room were the legendary Oliver Jones accompanied by Monique Joachim, and, of course Denis Brott
and his wife Julie. Brott, an award-winning
cellist, has had a stellar career, not only
teaching but performing on four continents. He has recorded with the Orford
String Quartet as well as a solo artist for
his renowned Brahms sonatas for cello and
piano.
Westmounters enjoying the evening included former city councillor Theodora Samiotis and Michael McAdoo, Reuben
Croll, Alexandra MacDougall and Hubert
Colas, and Judy and Philip Johnston, as
well as André Poulin, director general of
Destination Centre-Ville and his wife Lieve
Perneel, Davis Joachim and his wife Cin-

Oliver Jones.

Comin’ Up
Monday, July 1
City’s Canada Day celebrations. 11 am:
Canadian citizenship ceremony at Victoria
Hall. 12 noon: lunch at the Westmount recreation centre. 2 pm: Splash Bash at the
pool.
Tuesday, July 2
▶“Afternoon Cup of Tea” of The Canadian
Heritage of Quebec. $10, reserve by email:
coord@hcq-chq.org. Hurtubise House,
563 Côte St. Antoine Rd. 1:30 pm to 3:30
pm. Also Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays from July 3 to August 15.
▶Westmount city council meeting. City
hall. 7:30 pm.
Marc, Renée and Joseph Rouleau.

thya, Céline and Marc De Serres, Lauraine
Cadoret (widow of the late Pierre Mantha
and a generous supporter of the festival),
Julia Turner Brennan of the William and
Nancy Turner Foundation and her husband Peter Brennan, Daniel Jarry (BMO),
Louis Chasles (TD) and Dominique Bélisle
(Lavery de Billy).
The evening raised $130,000, which will
support the annual June Montreal Festival.
This year’s festival is the Montreal premiere of Gregory Charles’ new one-man
show entitled L’Air du Temps.

Magda Popeanu.

Michael McAdoo.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Beer, cont’d. from p. 20
embraced the American craft brewery
movement. Every aromatic hop from the
Pacific northwest is represented here in
large amounts in every serving. All wellmade but just too much of them across the
styles we sampled.
Even though American IPAs represent
30 percent of all world craft sales, I expect
these skilled brewers will eventually buy
other hops and brew the other styles to fill
their 24 taps.
They have three locations already in
Montreal (here in Quartier Latin, Côte des
Neiges, and Little Italy) and serve their own
and guest beers.
They have a 100-hectare farm and an indoor greenhouse in Papineauville to supply
their beer and restaurants’ ingredient
needs locally. I’ve also read that they are
working hard to change the archaic, postprohibition beer laws that currently preclude breweries from making deliveries.
You can already make a food order from
their food menu online and Saint-Houblon
will deliver to you via Foodora. No doubt
they would like to pair edibles with their
beverages in the same trip.

Osteopathy
Accepting new clients. Clinic is located in Westmount, beside Westmount
Park. Contact Brad Puklicz 438-777-7272. 4795 St. Catherine Ouest Suite
203B.
Study Coach
Experienced American study coach available for private sessions to improve academic performance with proven results. I also provide English
lessons with a focus on pronunciation and conversational skills. (438)
800-9902.

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS
MANUFACTURER’S OFFER – Unique and exclusive opportunity, Automatic
vending machine routes, Extremely proﬁtable. Customers provided by
company. Investment required, funding available. 100% turnkey project.
Toll-Free 1-877-358-3023.
QCNA offers a one-order, one-bill service to advertisers. Call us for details
on reaching English Quebec, and through classiﬁed ads French Quebec
and every other Canadian province & territory. 819-893-6330.

Martin Industri
Mart
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Selling And Installing The Fin
F nest Windows And Doors Since 1977
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illwo
ribut
rk
D ist

a tin
artin
LE
ES INDUSTRIES
S

1977

Distributor of epage Millwork
L

MartinInndustries.ca

Showroom 8178 Mont
M view (corner Royalmounnt)

FREE ESTIMATE
514 486-4635

Classiﬁeds in the Independent
Why list your goods (or services) on ﬂyby-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally? Buy a classiﬁed in the
Westmount Independent at:.

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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BRUCE KENT
GROUP
PRIVATE INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT

Excellence
in Portfolio Management:
There is wealth in our approach.
Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, professionalism and consistency – this is what
has defined our business approach for 30 years. It is central to how we manage portfolios, control risk,
identify opportunities and build relationships.
At the Bruce Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it is specifically tailored to meet your
needs and expectations. Our personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio management,
is why the Bruce Kent Group is the largest discretionary portfolio management group at RBC Dominion
Securities across Canada, with over $3 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.
If you are seeking outstanding portfolio
management and comprehensive
wealth management, we would be
pleased to discuss how we can put
our experience to work for you.

To meet with us, please call :
Nathalie Roussin, Vice President & Wealth Advisor, or
Jean-François Dion, Vice President & Portfolio Manager,
at 514-878-7292
1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal | brucekentgroup.com

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company
of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved.
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514 953 9808
5
marie
esicotte.com

MARIE SIC O T TE
       

WE L C OM E T O T H E

A DD R E S S

G O LD E N
S Q UA R E
MILE

R ARE
G EM

G O L D EN S Q UA R E M I L E | 2 C H E L S E A P L AC E
$1 ,9 8 5 , 0 0 0
E x c l u s i v e b r o w n s t o n e t o w n h o u s e w i t h a m a zi n g r o o f t o p t e r r a c e , 2 c a r g a r a g e .

INCREDIB LE
VIE WS

W E S T M O U N T A DJ
$2 , 695 , 0 0 0
3 9 4 0 C h . d e l a C ô t e - d e s- N e i g e s A 41

NEW

61 ACRES

L A CO N C EP T I O N
$1 , 3 95 , 0 0 0
L a r g e e q u e s t r ia n e s t a t e w i t h p r i v a t e b e a c h

CHIC
SHACK

F R O M $ 319, 0 0 0
TREMBL ANT ARE A
Micro-lof ts in harmony with nature

VIC TORIA
VILL AG
A E

S O LD I N
7 DAYS

WESTMOUNT
15 Grove Park

W E S T M O U N T A DJAC E N T | 4 0 81 AV. H I G H L A N D
Stunning heritage home in a natural setting.

SOLD OVER ASKING PRICE

AC ADIA

$ 895 , 0 0 0
V I L L E- M A R I E
Golden Square Mile facing the Ritz

RENTAL

$ 4 , 50 0/M O
CÔT E- D E S - N EI G E S
Renovated open concept with large deck

$1 , 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 + G S T / Q S T
WESTMOUNT
R e s i d e n t ia l & C o m m e r c ia l

CUSTOM
HOM
ME

TREMBL ANT ARE A
Build your dream home on the water front

RENTAL

$3 , 0 0 0/M O
W E S T M O U N T S Q UA R E
Fu l l y r e n o v a t e d w i t h m o u n t a i n v i e w

$1 ,9 95 , 0 0 0

FABULOUS
G ARDEN

W E S T M O U N T A DJ
4741 Av. R o s l y n

$1 , 495 , 0 0 0

ROOF TOP
POOL

$ 4 69, 0 0 0
V I L L E- M A R I E
Super 1bdr condo with panoramic views

RENTAL

$2 , 8 0 0 / M O
WESTMOUNT
S p a c i o u s c o n d o o n d e M a i s o n n e u v e We s t

