
Athletes! Awards! Pizza! 

The city of Westmount’s spring 2019 semi-annual sports awards were held at Victoria Hall April 
10. There were no awards for eating the most pizza, just lots of boisterous, hungry, thirsty young 
athletes. See p. 22 for more photos and winners. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Cyclists ask council to reconsider 

City’s decision on new stands is 
firm: no expansion of Bixi this year 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The Association of Pedestrians and Cy-
clists of Westmount asked city council 
April 1 to reconsider a decision not to ex-
pand Bixi service in Westmount this year, 
even though Montreal continues to expand 
the network while looking to have pilot 
programs for e-scooters and e-bikes. 

“We suggest Westmount follow that 

same [Montreal expansion] strategy, rather 
than leaving current Bixi growth unfilled 
while waiting for possible new technolo-
gies,” said Dan Lambert, president of the 
association. 

He was referring to recent statements 
by the city that although it too was consid-
ering experimenting with e-scooters, Bixi 
had quoted too much 
money last year ($185,000) 

Three residents add to ongoing complaints 

Council asked to replace 
controversial dog run surface 
By Laureen Sweeney 

It didn’t take long once snow started 
melting from the dog run at King George 
(Murray) Park for the issue of dust from 
the surface material to come before city 
council. 

At the April 1 meeting, Alix d’Anglejan-
Cahillon of Argyle stepped up to the mic, 
saying she and her husband, François Jan-
son, had been active users of the dog run 
until the surface was changed and wanted 
to add their voices to others opposing it. 

“Is council not contemplating replacing 
it with the previous material?” she asked 
in seeking an update. 

“We sprayed it and are trying to spray it 
again to keep down the dust,” said Mayor 
Christina Smith, who explained how the 
city had had the dust tested for health con-

cerns. Replacing the surface material was 
not under consideration. 

While most of the complaints con-
cerned the Murray Park dog run, Anitra 
Bostock, commissioner of public security, 
explained that its location on the hill was 
subject to the way the wind circles around, 
thus compounding the issue. 

Janson, who then joined his wife at the 
mic, said he found “most people” who use 
the run were non-residents, which he de-
scribed was an irony. “Let’s see what we 
can do this spring,” he added. 

Another user who lives on Sherbrooke 
St. added that the level of the dog run’s sur-
face was uneven and not flat like before. 
“Put it back,” she said. 

The choice of surface material was 
phased in starting at the 
end of 2015 with the cre- continued on p. 10

continued on p. 19

Westmount Adj. | $1,495,000 | 4741 Av. Roslyn | MLS: 18340222 
Splendid detached house located on an incredible lot with spacious garden. Fully renovated with extension possibilities.

OPEN HOUSE SUN APRIL 21st,  2-4 PM
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Dry for another year 

Water feature work postponed 
for King George (Murray) Park 

By Laureen Sweeney 

Findings of a feasibility study under-
taken last summer to repair the waterfall 
and pond in King George (Murray) Park 
proposed costly work to the entire system, 
some $350,000, city officials said last week. 

It was dry last year. 
As a result, restoring the system was not 

deemed to be an immediate priority for 
this year and has been postponed, city En-
gineering director Elisa Gaetano explained. 
It was not included in the capital works 
budget for this year. 
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W E S T M O U N T  |  D E  M A I S O N N E U V E  O .   $1,675,000
This distinguished residence boasts all the rich architectural elements of the “Belle Époque” 
era combined with contemporary styling and renovations for a wonderful blend of traditional 
appeal and modern convenience. 2 parking spots with lovely outdoor garden. 

Cap rates are low, so you sold.  
But you still need the income.

We understand that. Give us a call. 

Richardson GMP Limited, Member Canadian Investor Protection Fund. Richardson is a trade-
mark of James Richardson & Sons, Limited. GMP is a registered trade-mark of GMP Securities 
L.P. Both used under license by Richardson GMP Limited.

Arya Becker  
Wealth Management  

Call Brian Becker at 514.989.4867  •  www.AryaBecker.comChildren playing at the Murray Park water fall in May 2016, the last year of its operation.

The contract for professional services 
for “conception and preparation of plans 
and tender documents for reconstruction 
of the pond” had been awarded last May to 
Le Group Conseil Genipur at a cost of 
$58,637 (see May 29, 2018, p. 1 & 9). It was 
described as a stepping stone for consid-
eration of work to be done. 

Pond only or whole system? 

The mandate was reported to include 
two options: repairing only the leaking 
pond or restoring the entire feature, which 
includes the waterfall. 

The latter would be the preferred op-
tion, she said.
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‘Restoration’ of Westmount Park 

Public consultation featured in developing park plans 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The proposed refurbishing of West-
mount Park took a big step forward April 
1 when city council awarded a contract for 
a wide-ranging feasibility study to develop 
an analysis, design, technical plan and bud-
get regarding the park’s needs now and for 
the future. 

The professional services mandate also 
calls for a survey of the population and the 
organization of meetings with various user 
groups and city departments, all leading to 
the preparation of tender documents for 
the work in various phases. 

“There will be public consultations and 
polls and then work over several years to-
ward the eventual restoration of the park,” 
said Councillor Cynthia Lulham, urban 
planning commissioner of zoning, eco-
nomic development and parks. 

This is to allow continued use of the 
city’s largest and “central” park during the 
work. 

The study itself may not be completed 
this year, according to city Engineering di-
rector Elisa Gaetano. This is because of the 
public consultation component. 

Also to be studied is “a global vision” for 
the watercourse, gazebo, play structures 
and playground as well as the bike path 
and possible retention basins. 

Awarded to Stantec at a cost of 
$206,500, the study comes on the heels of 
an engineering infrastructure assessment 
last year. This involved the park’s leaking 
watercourse, underground drainage, elec-
trical network, sewers and other systems 
(see story March 13, 2018, p. 1). 

The need to refurbish the park, update 
its infrastructure and create universally 
 acceptable pathways has been discussed 
since the winter removal of declining trees 
two years ago (see story November 22, 
2016, p. 1). 

Project questioned 

“We’ve been talking about these 
things… why can’t our own resources who 
know the park be the drivers?” asked John 
Fretz of Lansdowne. He also hoped the 
plan would not be “a wish list that can’t be 
done.” 

Lulham replied it would be “grounded 
in reality” but that the scope of the project 
is too large for the city staff who already 

have big jobs. “It’s why we’ve gone to ten-
der.” 

“Westmount is a consultant’s heaven,” 
stated Marilynn Gillies of Melville. “Why 
don’t we fix the things we already know” 
are needed? – such as the leaking lagoon. 

“We want to do it properly,” replied 
Mayor Christina Smith. 

Changes over the years 

The park has not undergone extensive 
changes since 1963, Lulham told the meet-
ing in reply to a question from Patrick 
Barnard of Melville. 

That’s when a major facelift was under -
taken by the Chicago firm of McFadzean 
and Everly, according to the Westmount 
Historical Association. 

At that time the watercourse was re-
designed to include a waterfall and an is-
land for ducks. As well, a new children’s 
playground and a shuffleboard court were 
added and concrete was used for paved 
pathways and raised borders around 
flowerbeds and trees. 

The city’s booklet Westmount Parks and 
Greenspaces, based on a study 10 years ago 
by landscape architects Fauteux and Asso-

ciates, pointed out that when the park was 
created in 1898, the site was “valued for its 
rustic landscape of brooks and small wood-
ed ravines.” 

Following changes over the years, it was 
increased in size with the closure of de 
Maisonneuve in 1985. This was followed 
in 2013 with the building of the recreation 
centre’s two ice rinks underground to re-
capture more green space. 

Now, the city hopes to find out what res-
idents appreciate about the park, what they 
want it to provide and how they envision it 
developing for the future.

Planning a garage sale? 
Or just a few items to sell? 
Let all of Westmount know. 

Place a classified ad in the 
Westmount Independent. 

It’s easy, visit: 

www.westendclassifieds.com
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RIP Jeanine-Delphine Wilmot 
I wanted to mention that a member of 

the Westmount community – Jeanine-Del-
phine Wilmot, the owner of déjà porter, a 
high-end second-hand shop on Victoria – 
passed away recently. 

I just saw several bouquets of flowers 
outside her shop and clearly she will be 
missed. It was quite sad and shocking to 
see the sign. She was a character, and she 
was lovely and helpful and made shopping 
fun. 

I will miss her and her shop. 
Ali Mindel, Sherbrooke St. 

Dear strangers: thanks 
for the kindness 

Tove (from the word “beautiful” in Old 
Norse), a gentle feline of mostly Norwe-
gian forest cat descent, can be found most 
Saturdays sitting in our shop window at-
tracting the attention of people passing by 
or lounging under lamps at Arevco. 

This past April 6, an hour before closing 
time, unbeknownst to me, Tove slipped 
out the door onto St. Catherine St. When 
my girlfriend returned from doing errands, 
she immediately asked, “Where is Tove?” 

Thus began a frantic search, scouring 
the basement under boxes and bulbs, and 
all the many places a cat might hide. No 
luck there, so I went to the parking lot be-
hind the store, where I began calling her 
name. I encountered a woman who said 
that while working at the neighbouring dry 
cleaners an hour earlier, a couple had come 
in with a cat enquiring if anyone knew 
whom she belonged to. 

A glimpse of hope, but now what? Tove, 
an exclusively indoor cat, was not wearing 
a collar and had no way to be identified. 

Next, we headed to St. Catherine St., 
where my distraught girlfriend began 
speaking with the friendly policeman park -
ed on the corner of Greene Ave. and I vis-
ited Mod’s hair and Han gallery for further 
clues. 

And then an angel appeared driving a 
red Jaguar. Real estate agent Ana Escarza-
ga stopped in front of my store asking if I 
had lost something. I then began to de-
scribe the long-haired cat with the raccoon 
tail and the black stripe that runs from 

head to tail and the bottom of her paws. 
After scolding me for not having a collar 
on her, she said, “I think I have your cat!” 

I motioned to my girlfriend, who came 
running up desperately, and gave her the 
incredible news. Ana had encountered the 
couple (who already had three cats) and 
had taken Tove to the safety of her home. 

A most happy reunion for Tove and her 
owners, joined by another neighbour, who 
had heard about the rescue, and the po-
liceman who had dispatched the info. 

Many thanks to the couple and to Ana 
for their love of cats and kindness, and for 
having taken the time to save Tove, who is 
now wearing a collar with her name and 
phone number. 

Greg Arevian, Arevco 
(St. Catherine St.) 

Vic village answers needed, 
not planters & benches 

Residents’ concerns about longstand-
ing empty storefronts on Sherbrooke St. 
have received a diverse airing on these 
pages. While high rents, capitalism and a 
certain landlord were blamed, has anyone 
asked why storefronts are dark in the first 
place, or why some businesses come and 
go in the blink of an eye? 

Let’s start with the obvious: do retailers 
have the merchandise locals want or need, 
products to lure shoppers from beyond 
Westmount? I, for one, would welcome 
budget-priced home décor stores readily 
found even in small-town Vermont. 

Then there’s atmosphere and how the 
street is used: does it feel good to be out 
and about on Sherbrooke? Or do some 
people use it just as a route to elsewhere, 
like the library or bus stop? 

Finally, brick-and-mortar’s competitive 
landscape is feeling the heat from online 
shopping, and must find ways to attract 
consumers and repeat business. 

Hard questions need to be asked and 
answered, because installing planters and 
benches cannot transform a street into a 
shopping destination. 

Dorothy Lipovenko, York St. 

Free market doesn’t, and 
Cromwell dialogue won’t, 
benefit residents 

I applaud and appreciate the efforts of 
Westmount city council to find a solution 
to the issue of empty storefronts on Sher-
brooke St. and as part of this effort to open 
a dialogue with Cromwell, the owner of 
[many] empty properties. 

However, without trying to be a doom-
sayer or appear overly pessimistic, I ques-
tion whether there can be any win-win re-
sult with Cromwell. The owner says that 
he is “looking for the right tenants.” I can 
only translate this as meaning a tenant 
who can afford the exorbitant rate in-
creases that apparently Cromwell asked for 
when current leases ran out. According to 
any other relevant criteria, the tenants that 
left seemed to have been the “right” ten-
ants – i.e., established businesses that ap-
peared to be successful, operating under 
at least yearly renewable leases. Many of 
the very helpful and interesting solutions 
found in references mentioned by anoth-
er reader relating to the same problem in 
other cities (e.g. see April 9, p. 8) would on 
their face be rejected by Cromwell, its key 
criteria being the lessee’s ability to pay its 
prohibitive rents. All this to say, the dia-
logue with Cromwell seems to be a non-
starter. 

I think in seeking the views of experts 
council is on the right track. Another thing 
I think it should examine is why so many 
new businesses have opened on Greene 
Ave. and if the deciding factor is that there 
is no Cromwell or an equivalent to a Crom -
well on that street. I don’t know if that is 
the case, but if it is, the free market/com-
mercial freedom concept being touted by 
the Independent’s editor and others as 
gospel is not working, at least for the ben-
efit of residents. Sorry to say, and as nega-
tive as this may seem, I think the focus 
should be on a legislated solution, even if 
it means imposing financial penalties, 
something council appears, for some rea-
son,* to have rejected. 

Deana Silverstone, Grosvenor Ave. 
*Editor’s note: The mayor was quoted last 
issue (p. 3) as saying that the city does not 
have the power (presumably under provin-
cial law) to implement rent control. – DP. 

‘Impressive’ number 
of retail vacancies 

A few weeks ago in the Independent, I 
noticed the familiar back ‘n’ forth debate 
of what to do (or not) with the on-going 
empty stores in Westmount. 

However, as if to underline the dilem-
ma, several pages later [in 
my reading], I spotted the 
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Inventor, veterinarian, Victoria Ave. stalwart 

Dr. Vaillancourt turns ‘50’ – with no plans to retire 
By Ralph Thompson 

Dr. Jean-Marc Vaillancourt opened the 
Westmount Animal Hospital at 349 Victo-
ria Ave. 50 years ago. He had graduated 
from the University of Montreal in 1967 
and started his profession in research. 

Vaillancourt has seen many changes 
around Westmount and has many stories 
to tell of his experiences. For example, “A 
lady was very worried about her 12-year-old 
Yorkie and thought he might have swal-
lowed something. But she was also con-
cerned about the expense of having an x-
ray.” 

Vaillancourt persuaded her to x-ray her 
dog, which revealed a large earring with a 
one-carat diamond. Her concerns about 
the cost evaporated. After a few days and a 
little help from Vaillancourt, the earring 
passed through the Yorkie and it was re-
covered. 

Vaillancourt’s curiosity has stayed with 
him throughout his career, which made 
him wonder at one time “What killed the 
cat?” One of the most common cat prob-
lems is bladder stones. Vaillancourt stud-
ied the issue, thought to be caused by the 
high-mineral diets such as fish bone. But 

when he looked further, including at cat 
litter, he realized that after cats stepped out 
of their litter boxes, they went on to lick 
their paws and continue their constant 
cleaning process. The cats were ingesting 
large amounts of mineral from the litter. 

Vaillancourt went on to develop a cat litter, 
Chatonnel, that does not contain miner-
als. 

Vaillancourt has dedicated over 50 years 
of his life to the health care of animals in 
and around Westmount, and continues to 

address human beings and his patients 
with a big smile. He has no plans for re-
tirement, “It’s just too much fun,” he said. 

He is married with two children, one of 
whom is a veterinarian on Guy St. His 
wife, Madeleine Tailleur, is an artist and 
has exhibits in many galleries.
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“High five, Liam.” Vaillancourt combines gentle persuasion and a little food bribery to gain the 
trust of Liam, a 12-year-old Wheaton terrier, April 6 at the Westmount Animal Hospital.

Retail Watch of stores on Sherbrooke, 
Greene and St. Catherine. I counted 38 ad-
dresses in the “not in retail use” category. 
Quite Impressive. 

Douglas Price, Rosemount Ave. 
Editor’s note: For the general reader, who 
may not follow this matter as closely as 
some, I would like to add some informa-
tion about these 38 vacancies and the dis-
cussion about them: 

Most of the recent discussion on our 1)
editorial pages has been about Victoria vil-
lage only and a major landlord, Cromwell, 
that is active there, even though its market 
position is very old news (see “Has Crom -
well conquered Victoria village?” May 15, 
2011, p. 1); 

The 38 empties that 2)
Douglas Price mentions 

Letters, cont’d. from p. 6 

930, rue de Courcelle, Montréal | 514.937.8888 | Across from Home Depot | Free Parking

FÊTE DE PÂQUES :
Heures d'affaires et services municipaux
Les bureaux administratifs de la Ville de Westmount, soit l'Hôtel de ville, le 
Victoria Hall, Hydro Westmount, et les Services de la sécurité publique, des 
sports et loisirs et des travaux publics seront fermés le vendredi 19 avril et 
le lundi 22 avril 2019 en raison de la fête de Pâques. 

La Bibliothèque publique de Westmount sera fermée le vendredi, le dimanche 
et le lundi.

Les collectes régulières d’ordures et de résidus alimentaires auront lieu 
selon l’horaire habituel. 

EASTER HOLIDAY:
Business Hours and Municipal Services
Administrative offices of the City of Westmount, including City Hall, Victoria 
Hall, Hydro Westmount, Public Works, Public Security and Recreation, will be 
closed Friday, April 19th and Monday, April 22nd, 2019 for the Easter holiday. 

Westmount Public Library will be closed Friday, Sunday and Monday.

Garbage and kitchen waste collection will take place as usual, according 
to the regular schedule. 

westmount.org

continued on p. 19
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Warmest Passover wishes and blessings.

 Pesach  
to all our clients, friends and family.

— Bunny Berke & Larry Lusko

32 ‘intercultural conversations’ 
grants awarded by Cole Foundation 
By Heather Black 

Westmount’s Cole Founda-
tion recently awarded 32 grants 
totaling $490,400 to Montreal 
theatre companies. 

Established to encourage dia-
logue between Quebec’s many 
ethnic or cultural groups, these 
intercultural conversations grants 
fund new scripts, translations or 
production costs. Per formance 
themes include falling in love 
with someone from an opposing 
religion, problems facing immigrant chil-
dren or the path to self-determination for 
Muslim women. The grants fund a variety 
of productions, from comedy, drama or 
staged readings to musicals or dance. 

Foundation chairman Barry Cole said: 
“We are now in our tenth year and grant 
applications have increased to 57 submis-
sions.” 

A former manager in the performing 
arts, Cole explained the funding process: 
“The competition is first announced in June 
and recipients are selected by an indepen-
dent jury of theatre professionals including 

actors, administrators, writers, or 
translators.” He also commented: 
“We are the only private foun-
dation in Montreal that funds in-
tercultural performances and I 
try to see as many of them as I 
can.” 

Productions during the 2018-
19 season included the Segal 
Centre’s musical on Inuit resi-
dential schools, Children of God, 
and Théâtre d’Aujourd’hui’s dra-
ma Aalaapi on life in the Arctic. 
Former Westmounters associ-

ated with past intercultural conversations 
grants include Scapegoat Carnivale’s Alison 
Darcy, who co-wrote and co-directed with 
Joseph ShraggeYev and Porte Parole’s 
Annabel Soutar for the English translation 
of Fredy. 

Created in 1980 by John N. (Jack) Cole, 
the family foundation also allocates $1.3 
million each year to fund pediatric oncol-
ogy and hematology research. With an em-
phasis on child or youth leukemia, these 
grants include six transitions awards to 
new researchers and 26 research fellow-
ships.

Barry Cole.
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Think Outside 
The Frame 

Framing isn’t just for art. 
It can help you preserve and display 

trading cards … artifacts … medals … 
collectibles … figurines … keepsakes …

album covers … sports jerseys … & more

M E  SFFC A D R E M EFL E  F R A M E  S H O P P E
E N C A D R E M E N T

318A Victoria Ave. (just north of de Maisonneuve) H3Z 2M8 

514-369-2633 www.leframeshoppe.com 
Tuesday to Friday 10 am – 6 pm, and Saturdays 10 am – 5 pm

ONE 
TOUCH. 

automation

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount for over 60 years

Specialized in renovations
for older homes

Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

514-481-0125 5800 St. Jacques W.
Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

We all need electricity!Felcarek-Hope wins science fair with bio-degradable plastic 
By Martin C. Barry 

A teenage resident of Roslyn Ave. won 
the top prize recently at the Montreal Re-
gional Science & Technology Fair with a 
project that holds the potential to replace 
today’s most common plastic with a bio -
degradable one made out of aquatic algae. 

Adelka Felcarek-Hope and her project 
partner Sofia McVetty are secondary 4 
(grade 10) students at Royal West Acade-
my. While Felcarek-Hope conducted most 
of the research, McVetty concentrated on 
aspects that involved effectively commu-
nicating the findings. 

Their project, “The Poly-Phaeophyceae 
Method,” was selected by the judges for the 
Best Overall Award out of 178 projects pre-
sented during the three-day event that ran 
at Concordia University from March 24 to 
26. 

Felcarek-Hope and McVetty set out to 
investigate how they could reduce the glob-
al consumption of non-renewable fossil 
fuels. They ended up creating a cellulose-
based biodegradable plastic out of phaeo-
phyceae algae, a renewable resource found 
abundantly in North America and Europe. 

Besides the top prize, their project won 
eight other awards, in-
cluding a gold medal for 

Seen here at home on April 5, Adelka Felcarek-Hope is holding a sample of the biodegradable 
plastic (at left) that won her and her project partner the Montreal Regional Science & Technology 
Fair’s top prize. continued on p. 10



senior students, the highest distinction, 
the Concordia University Expo-sciences 
Tuition Entrance Award and the McGill 
University Department of Chemical Engi-
neering Award. 

“Our product, with comparable force, 
flexibility and supportable mass to low-
density polyethylene, could ultimately re-

place it,” they wrote in a description of their 
project, noting that polyethylene is cur-
rently used for many of the most common 
single-use plastic consumer products in-
cluding disposable bags, bottles and cups. 

Although chemistry isn’t taught at 
EMSB schools until secondary 5 (grade 11), 
Felcarek-Hope took it upon herself to bone 
up on some of the scientific discipline’s 

fundamentals. However, she said she has 
always had a good head for math and for-
mulaic approaches. 

While there is greater awareness than 
ever that petroleum use is one of the driv-
ing forces of global warming – although 
it’s a resource that will eventually run out 
– not as many people may know that pet -
rol eum is also the most common ingredi-
ent used to produce polyethylene plastic. 

As such, one of the fundamental 
premises for the project was that increas-
ingly scarce petroleum is being wasted to 
make disposable plastic spoons, knives and 
forks that are used sometimes for no 
longer than 10 minutes – even though it 
takes 500 years for them to break down or-
ganically. 

With a little bit of research, Felcarek-
Hope found that algae cellulose can be 
made more soluble to produce a plastic 
that biodegrades easily and compares 
favourably to low-density polyethylene. She 
claims the method she developed has 
never been used before. 

“This is a new method that I found,” she 
said. For want of a name, she is initially 
calling it phaeophyceae-based plastic. Fol-
lowing the method, she produced samples 
of phaeophyceae-based plastic at a labora-
tory at the Macdonald College campus of 
McGill University, where she was given ac-
cess.
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 

corner Grosvenor

514 933-8556

Convenient location 
● Better-than-
dealer pricing

Yes, we service all makes & models 
Yes, our services respect your new vehicle warranty, 

including complete service programs 
Yes, we offer limo service for pick-ups and drop-offs 
Yes, you can drop your vehicle off 

& bus/Metro/walk to work

Professional mechanical & body shop

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

Your local Westmount garage for the past 25 years

You 
can now 
remove 

your 
winter 

tires!

Does your house have issues?
Do you want to sell it?
If you own a property that has issues such as
asbestos, mold, pyrite, water infiltration, or
structural or foundation problems, I have
pre-qualified clients that are ready to buy
these types of properties, without any
legal warranty, at fair market price!

We can notarize the sale within two weeks
or at your convenience.

Barry Kazandjian
Real estate broker – Re/Max 3000 Inc.

514-802-6789 • kazablg@hotmail.com
This advertisement is not a solicitation to put your property on the market.

ation of the run in Westmount Park and at 
others as the city’s various dog runs were 
updated. The one at Murray Park was re-
done for the end of 2016. 

The chosen granite/sand mix was ap-
plied very thickly and led to widespread 
complaints about dangers from holes dug 
by the dogs as well as health risks to both 
human beings and dogs from inhaling the 
silica dust. 

Control measures 

In an effort to check out air quality and 
possible health risks, the city commis-
sioned two sets of laboratory tests. 

The findings stated the risk of silicosis 
was considered low due to the limited ex-
posure to the sporadic dust clouds. As well, 
no significant trace of heavy or toxic met-
als was found, though fungal or bacterial 
risks were not analyzed (see stories June 

12, 2018 and September 11, p. 8). 
Looking for alternative solutions, the 

city began spraying with water to keep 
down the dust and then resorted to the ap-
plication of a dust reducer used at eques-
trian competitions but never for dog runs 
(see story, October 16, 2018, p. 3).

Dog runs, cont’d. from p. 1

Alix d’Anglejan-Cahillon at the mic.

Felcarek-Hope, cont’d. from p. 9  
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Shop & Dine 
on Greene Ave.

Photo: Independent

Dear Graduate, 
Your potential 

is endless.

suetables 
Pop-Up shop in Westmount – 1314 Greene Ave

personalized jewelry
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Drop by and visit 
Westmount’s 
go-to fashion 
accessories 
boutique. 

We have 
you covered, 
from socks, 

tights, hosiery 
& loungewear 

to lingerie. 

We also carry 
your favourite 

hair accessories, 
jewellery and have 

trendy gift ideas.

1357 Greene Avenue 
514-931-4980

Our 
spring 
collections 
are in!

Collange 
L I N G E R I E

Collange Lingerie 
1379 ave. Greene 
Westmount 
514 285-8525

In our first Greene Ave. supplement (April 7, p. 8), we wrote about four new restaurants and cafés on Greene. But there are also many established options where the shopper can refuel, including 
(pictured here on April 11) Nick’s, Vago, Tavern on the Square, Gentile, Gladstone (restaurant and pub), Shanghai Grill, Bacaro and Kashima (above) and less formal options like Brioche Dorée,  
Bagels on Greene, Green Traiteur & Café and 5 Saisons (above right) – not to mention the food court in Westmount Square, Starbucks and Sushi Crystal (not pictured). Photos: Independent.
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Westmount’s own  
April Cornell 

on Gr�ne Avenue. 
High street shopping  

for more than 40 years  
3 fl�rs bri�ing  

with beauty!

www.aprilcornell.ca

1353 Greene Ave 
Westmount, CA 
(514) 935-4361

425 Rue Main 
Hudson, QC 
(450) 202-0917

Canada’s largest 
Birkenstock store 

View all the latest 
collections on 

mybirkshop.ca 
Orders can be shipped 
or picked up in-store. 

1-877-939-1804 

1325 Greene Ave., Westmount 
514-939-0363 – Open Sunday

For private stylist appointments, call or text us at (514) 464-8389 
1350 Greene Ave.  emma_boutique
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Casa Bianca, Plateau Mont-Royal
BED: 7 BATH: 6+1  MLS 10573916

Pierre Brunet** 514.248.8032
Anne Gascon* 514.592.5520

$2,500,000

 

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE     DESIGN ROYALMOUNT     WESTMOUNT     WEST ISLAND     MONT-TREMBLANT     LAC-BROME     QUEBEC CITY     TORONTO     OAKVILLE
Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated.

 514.287.7434  |  SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA

Spectacular res/prof, Outremont
BED: 4 BATH: 5+2  MLS 15901641

Jill Shpritser** 514.691.0800
Maureen Brosseau* 514.995.4597

$3,500,000

Architectural marvel, Outremont
BED: 5 BATH: 3+1  MLS 15211019

Saguy Elbaz* 514.892.7653

$2,395,000

S I N G L E  FA M I LY H O M E S  »

 «  S I N G L E  FA M I LY H O M E S  »

 «  S I N G L E  FA M I LY H O M E S  »

 «  S I N G L E  FA M I LY H O M E S  »

Stunning Tudor-style renovated, Hampstead
BED: 5 BATH: 4+1  PMLS 14253099

Maureen Brosseau* 514.995.4597
Jill Shpritser** 514.691.0800

$1,985,000

Grand estate w/pool & 6 gar., Westmount
BED: 8 BATH: 6+2  MLS 14711337

Kaufman Group† 514.379.1333

$8,500,000

Investment opportunity, Léry
BED: 3  BATH: 2+1  MLS 11358092

Diane Oliver** 514.893.9872

$1,195,000

Grand stone residence, Duvernay
BED: 5 BATH: 3+1  GAR: 2  MLS 19821309

Gabriele Di Iorio** 514.267.8596

$975,000

Fantastic family home, Brossard
BED: 4 BATH: 3+1  MLS 10634197

Martin Bilodeau* 438.871.1030

$2,400,000

Prestigious waterfront house, Île-Bizard
BED: 6 BATH: 4+2  MLS 20015455

Monica Genest* 
Victoria Marinacci* 514.400.0280

$4,750,000

Luxurious townhome, Westmount
BED: 5 BATH: 3+1  MLS 18283798

Anne Ben-Ami (Madar)* 514.726.3037

$2,275,000

N E W P R I C E

Majestic mansion, Westmount
BED: 9 BATH: 5+2  MLS 16556011

Joseph Montanaro* 514.660.3050

$10,800,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

Beautiful custom-built home, DDO
BED: 6 BATH: 4+1  MLS 21105719

Cassandra Aurora** 514.293.2277

$1,625,000

N E W P R I C E

Prestigious property, NDG
BED: 6 BATH: 3+1

Kevin Perreault* 514.774.5932 
Vincent G. Bussière  514.816.3231

S O L D

Exquisite home, golf views, Boucherville
BED: 5 BATH: 2+1  MLS 17229894

Marie-Josée Rouleau* 514.660.6682

$1,099,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

Waterfront estate, Senneville
BED: 5  BATH: 4+1  EXCLUSIVE

Barbara Baudinet** 514.825.9890

$1,950,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

Spectacular waterfront, Saint-Placide
BED: 3 BATH: 1+1  MLS 27704687

Bea Jarzynska  438.989.8912

$978,000

Immaculate property, Côte-St-Luc
BED: 5  BATH: 3

Géraldine Libraty* 514.962.5563

S O L D

Spacious & classic, NDG
BED: 7 BATH: 2+1

Sophie Le Guerrier* 514.655.0773

S O L D

Contemporary home, Hampstead
BED: 4 BATH: 4  EXCLUSIVE

Jeisi Zhou  514.262.7709

$2,350,000

Over 17,000 ft2 of land, Beaconsfield
BED: 4+1 BATH: 2+1  MLS 15627023

Jessica Di Re  514.465.4197 
John Di Pietro* 514.726.1400

$885,000
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Le 1200 Ouest, Golden Square Mile
BED: 1 BATH: 1  MLS 11273203

Phyllis A. Tellier** 514.924.4062

$579,000

Four Seasons Private Residences Montreal
SALES GALLERY: 1421 Crescent Street

Cyrille Girard* 514.582.2810

$6,790,000 - $15,435,000 + txs

O P E N  H O U S E  T H U R S - S U N , 1 2  -  6  P M

MUSKOKA     VANCOUVER     WHISTLER     VICTORIA     NEW YORK CITY     MIAMI     PARIS    LONDON     MOSCOW     PRAGUE     DUBAÏ     TOKYO     SYDNEY
†Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK  |  Agency  |  ‡Sotheby’s International Realty Québec HR  |  Agency

Tropiques Nord, Cité du Havre
BED: 3 BATH: 2+1  GAR: 2  MLS 23370255

David Wilkes* 514.947.5152

$995,000

Your best life begins with a home that inspires you.

On the St-Raphaël Golf, Île-Bizard
BED: 4  BATH: 2+1  MLS 11468358

Nancy Salanueva* 514.793.5619

$825,000

«  S I N G L E  FA M I LY H O M E SS I N G L E  FA M I LY H O M E S  »

«  C O N D O S  »

«  C O N D O S

A real home at the Crystal, Downtown
BED: 4  BATH: 3+1  GAR: 2  MLS 11847345

Louise Latreille* 514.577.2009

$2,885,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

C O N D O S  »

Modern 3-bdrm condo, Old Montreal
BED: 3 BATH: 1+1 GAR: 1  MLS 15487219

Karine Doche* 514.677.6244
Nayla Saleh* 514.941.6244

$529,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

«  C O N D O S  »

Exquisite semi-detached, Bois-Franc/V.S.L
BED: 3 BATH: 1+2  MLS 18109227

Dino Cafaro* 514.898.7722

$795,000

PH with marina view, Old Montreal
BED: 2 BATH: 2  GAR: 2  MLS 20019632

Patricia Lallier** 514.239.1898

$2,250,000

Charming Views, Le Sud-Ouest
BED: 2 BATH: 1  GAR: 1  MLS 18599667

Saul Ciecha* 514.941.6248

$558,000

Superb Penthouse, Ville-Marie
BED: 2 BATH: 2  MLS 13115759

Vincent Chaput* 514.264.3555

$985,000

SAX, Nuns’ Island
BED: 3 BATH: 2+1  MLS 25300565

Johanne Turenne** 514.909.9029

$2,500/mo

I N T R O D U C I N G

No 1 Wood,Recently renovated, Westmount
BED: 3 BATH: 2+1  GAR: 2 

JJ Jacobs** 514.817.7020

S O L D

Stunning views, Downtown
BED: 3 BATH: 2  GAR: 1  MLS 13767387

Patrick Vaillant** 514.774.6917 

$1,198,000

N E W P R I C E

The Manhattan, Downtown
BED: 2 BATH: 2  GAR: 2  MLS 25703884

Jessica Lombard* 514.476.9700
Elizabeth Cox* 514.577.2737

$549,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

Fully-renovated condo, Westmount
BED: 2 BATH: 2  GAR: 1  MLS 24435361

Laurie Tenebaum* 514.248.7272

$1,049,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

Linton Apartments, Golden Square Mile
2,400 FT2  BED: 4  BATH: 3  GAR: 2  MLS 18252392

Karen Karpman* 514.497.8218

$1,395,000

Renovated revenue property, Mercier
24 apartments  MLS 21596938

Pina Pizzi* 514.781.4826

$3,300,000

Fully rented triplex, Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
MLS 15576665

Karen Rossy** 514.963.6311

$1,549,000

R E V E N U E /C O M M E R C I A L »

Contemporary townhouse, Rosemont
BED: 3  BATH: 2  

Randy Naami** 514.743.5000

S O L D

Designer house, Verdun
BED: 3 BATH: 1+1  MLS 11868850

Anick Truong* 514.836.4062

$710,000
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Your best life begins with a home that inspires you.

Directly on Lake Ouimet, Mont-Tremblant
BED: 3 BATH: 3  MLS 19028820

Raymond Dalbec** 819.425.4568

$1,350,000

SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE     DESIGN ROYALMOUNT     WESTMOUNT     WEST ISLAND     MONT-TREMBLANT     LAC-BROME     QUEBEC CITY     TORONTO     OAKVILLE
Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated.

Mountain property, Ste-Anne-des-Lacs
BED: 3 BATH: 2+1  MLS 26833206

Stéphane Larrivée* 514.809.8466

$998,000

At the heart of the village, North Hatley
BED: 4 BATH: 2  MLS 13310717

Monique Boudreau* 819.823.2769

$598,000

696 ft on the river, Bromont
BED: 3 BATH: 2  MLS 20820873

Marie-Piers Barsalou**  450.577.0272
Johanne Meunier*  514.926.5626

$724,000

«  R E V E N U E /C O M M E R C I A L C O U N T RY P R O P E RT I E S / L A N D  »

«  C O U N T RY P R O P E RT I E S / L A N D

Lac Desmarais, Mont-Tremblant
BED: 5 BATH: 3+1  MLS 21400604

Marsha Hanna* 819.425.0619

$2,395,000

Peninsula with great potential, Ferme-Neuve
31 acres  MLS 13274506

Lynne Leclair* 514.570.8998

$780,000

Waterfront Lac Nantel, St-Faustin/Lac-Carré
BED: 6 BATH: 3+1  MLS 26427899

Cody Ratcliffe 514.234.8004

$1,349,000

Refuge du cerf/Resort, Mont-Tremblant
BED: 5 BATH: 2+1  MLS 23830512

Rachelle Demers* 514.378.8630

$850,000

N E W P R I C E

1-acre waterfront, Lac-Supérieur
BED: 4 BATH: 2+1  MLS 9170363

Bo Shi Li  514.998.1835

$785,000

La Héronnière, Wentworth-Nord
BED: 4 BATH: 2+1  MLS 14706384

Melanie Clarke* 450.694.0678

$3,400,000

I N T R O D U C I N G

Beautiful ranch, Mirabel
37 acres  BED: 3 BATH: 2

Catherine Rochon* 514.244.3602

S O L D

Commercial building, Montréal-Nord
MLS 16564702

Stefano Bizzotto  514.962.3539

$775,000 + txs

I N T R O D U C I N G

Private lakefront, Mayo
BED: 2 BATH: 2+1  MLS 15694778

Linda Noseworthy* 514.830.2288

$979,000

Private Lake Ida, Nominingue
1276 acres  MLS 14131735

Herbert Ratsch‡ 819.429.9019

$4,850,000 + txs

Blue Valley Nord, Nominingue
1279 acres  MLS 22715264

Penelope Vilagos** 514.779.5122

$3,350,000 + txs

36 M+
Vi s i t s  A n n u a l l y

132 M+
Pa ge  Vi ews  A n n u a l l y

sothebysrealty.com
& sothebysrealty.ca

DIGITAL MOBILE GLOBAL 
Best-In-Class Marketing Innovation
No other company off ers local and global digital marketing designed to

showcase Canadian properties with an immersive, seamless and mobile-

optimized experience. Learn more on sothebysrealty.ca.

«  C O U N T RY P R O P E RT I E S / L A N D  »



Police Report 

de M. break-in suspects released 
By Martin C. Barry 

While police at Station 12 on Stanton St. 
report there was relatively little criminal 
activity in Westmount over the past few 
weeks, there were two noteworthy inci-
dents during the last few days of March. 

On March 29 between 2:30 and 3 am, a 
witness on Grosvenor Ave. near the corner 
of de Maisonneuve Blvd. heard a window 
breaking behind a building located on de 
Maisonneuve. 

Not long after, he saw a male suspect 
with a stick in hand entering the building, 
then exiting less than a minute later and 
fleeing the scene. 

Despite the forced entry, there is no im-
mediate proof that anything was stolen 
from within, said Station 12 community 
relations officer Stéphan Laperrière. 

Police officers from Station 15 (who 
cover Westmount at night) responded to a 
9-1-1 call about the break-in. Within three 
minutes, according to Laperrière, they 
spotted two males walking along de Mai-
son neuve a few streets from the location 
of the incident. 

“The two guys were then held for in-
vestigation,” he said. “One of them, his 

clothing matched, was similar to what was 
given in the witness’ description. But when 
the witness was asked for further preci-
sions on the suspect’s clothing, he wasn’t 
able to be more precise.” 

The suspects were successfully identi-
fied by the police, but were released after-
wards because of insufficient evidence. Still, 
Laperrière continued, the investigators “did 
find some elements that could be perceived 
as tools for break-and-entering. But it’s still 
under investigation. They’re going to try to 
find more ways to identify them.” 

Assault at Atwater & St. Catherine 

On March 28 around 11 pm, officers 
from Station 12 responded to a call con-
cerning an assault alleged to have taken 
place near the corner of St. Catherine St. 
and Atwater Ave. 

“There were some minor injuries,” said 
Laperrière. “The victim was sent to hospi-
tal where he was released later on.” 

The victim was a 27-year-old male. His 
injuries were described as superficial. In-
vestigators don’t know yet how things got 
started. Although the police were unable 
to locate the suspect, the incident remains 
under investigation.
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CUSTOMIZED SERVICES 

OVER 10 YEARS OF 
VALUABLE EXPERIENCE 

DATADRIVEN MARKET 
RESEARCH BASED ON 

RECENT STATISTICS

Cer�fied Real Estate Broker

MARLENE BUTLER

Maison de Ville, Verrières | Nuns’ Island 
Asking $1,895,000 

Dreaming of living on the waterfront? In a class by itself and rare to the market, this splendid townhouse 
offers you a breathtaking unobstructed view on the river. Ultra convenient lifestyle this home is part 

of a co-ownership and provides low maintenance with access to all amenities Les Verrières has to offer. 
Only 6 homes built, so be among the select few living with this one-of-a kind backdrop 

located in a serene surrounding!

Westmount Adj – 3495 Av. de Vendôme 
$1,388,000 – MLS 9276005

514 575 6222

1225 avenue Greene 
Westmount, Québec, H3Z 2A4

Revised price



Kisielewski, Mercik honoured as 
outstanding Manoir Westmount volunteers 

April 7 to 13 was National Volunteer 
Week, celebrating Canada’s 12.7 million 
volunteers, according to the Volunteer 
Bénévoles Canada website. This year’s 
theme was “The Volunteer Factor – Lift-
ing Communities,” said Simona Buth, 
Manoir Westmount’s leisure department 
supervisor. 

Buth thanked the nominating commit-
tee, the residents’ council, the Manoir 
choir, the Manoir Players, all those who 
contributed to the annual bazaar and all 
the Daffodil Days volunteers, who helped 
collect $950 for cancer research. 

Manoir Westmount general manager 
Tom Thompson made a few opening re-
marks and announced the outstanding vol-
unteer winner for 2019, or, in this case, 
joint winners, residents Rose Kisielewski 
and Adam Mercik, 

They have contributed to the Lifesavers 
shop and Monday Night Bingos. They have 

both served on the residents’ council and 
volunteered for the bazaar. 

Mercik has also helped Kisielewski tend 
to her beautiful garden, which all Manoir 
residents admire. Mercik has volunteered 
for nine years and will soon be offering a 
series of talks on his wartime and work ex-
periences. 

Kisielewski has volunteered for 12 years 
and besides the volunteer work already 
mentioned she continues to produce 
works of art, which include cards, jewelry 
and her fantastic floral arrangements and 
paper flowers, which have decorated the 
Manoir on special occasions and which sit 
in many residents rooms. The Independent 
published an article about the complicated 
lives of Kisielewski and Mercik during 
World War II on November 8, 2016, p. 27. 

A volunteer award was also given to 
Eileen de Neeve for her work at the Manoir 
Roman Catholic services and Faith Shar-
ing Group and for starting the Faith-Based 
Meditation Group, which is co-led with 

Catharine McKenty and Mary Ross. 
Guest speaker Mayor Christina Smith 

spoke of her strong belief in community 
service and volunteering, which includes 
being a soccer coach. A large and delicious 
strawberry-topped cream cake annotated 
with “thank you volunteers” was divided 
up amongst all present.
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Window Cleaning 
Best window cleaning: Free estimate! Get results! Call now! Pure water 
– Eco friendly Lavage de vitres ODS s.e.n.c. info@lvods.ca 438-407-5658. 

For Sale 
McIntosh MA6600 Integrated Amplifier, $5000. Please call Pierre at 
514.531.4115 or email pierre@epamtl.ca.

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS
QCNA offers a one-order, one-bill service to advertisers. Call us for details 
on reaching English Quebec, and through classified ads French Quebec and 
every other Canadian province & territory. 819-893-6330.

Classifieds in the 
Independent 

Why list your goods (or services) 
on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list 

(and sell) locally? 

Buy a classified in the Westmount 
Independent at:. 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

ENTRANCE DOORS 
– also – 

•Touch-Ups & Repairs 
•Kitchen Cabinets 

•Fine Furniture 
•Stripping & Staining
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 

FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

From left, front row, Simona Buth, the Manoir’s leisure department supervisor; the Manoir’s 2019 outstanding volunteer service award winners 
Adam Mercik and Rose Kisielewski; and Manoir Westmount general manager Tom Thompson; back row, Mayor Christina Smith. Photo at right, 
Eileen de Neeve.

By Ralph Thompson

Assurance 
Financial 
Reporting

Advisory & Consulting 
Estate & Trust Planning 

Successions

Accounting 
Taxation 

US INCOME TAXES AND COMPLIANCE

www.litwin.ca
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Beatrice is as sweet as she is pretty. Such 
a lovely face, with her mix of tiger grey and 
white features, with a delicate candy pink 
nose and soft green eyes. A lovely and live-
ly two-year young domestic shorthair, af-
fectionate with family members and other 
pets. Beatrice was taken in by the SPCA 
Annex, where she received all her health 
care and was spayed. 

She is available for adoption now at the 
Montreal SPCA Annex where her file num-
ber is A41163803. Please feel free to con-
tact them at 514.915.7311 or refer to their 
website at www.spca.com. They are locat-
ed at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, with adop-
tion hours from 12 noon to 7 pm. 

Yes, join us to stop declawing 

The SPCA is presenting a petition to the 
Ordre des Médecins Vétérinaires du 
Québec to stop the practice of cat declaw-
ing. The link to its petition is www.spca.
com/en/declawing/. More than 30 coun-

tries and jurisdictions around the world no 
longer allow this practice. In 2018, Nova 
Scotia, British Colum bia, Newfoundland 
and Labrador, and Prince Edward Island 
banned the surgery. Alberta, Manitoba and 
New Bruns wick will be doing so shortly as 
well. Let us joint them and not make Que-
bec the last province to ban this cruel and 
unjustifiable practice. 

Let’s all take a stand! 
Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 
Lysanne Fowler

to add new docking stations (see story 
March 26, p. 1) 

“At the very least,” Lambert said, “we ask 
that the busy Greene and Victoria docking 
stations be expanded.” 

He also asked whether the city had 
asked Bixi for a new quote to do this. The 
station at Greene was listed as the busiest 
in the entire network for 2017. 

Business model 

While Lambert’s question went unan-
swered, city director general Benoit Hur-
tubise later told the Independent the city 
was not asking for a new quote since last 
year’s proposal was firm and based on 
Bixi’s “business model.” 

The proposal made to the city was to in-

stall three new docking stations in West-
mount, providing 15 slots each for bikes all 
at a one-time installation and operating fee 
of some $185,000, according to general 
committee minutes of April 16, 2018. 

At the rate Montreal was expanding its 
Bixi service into other communities such 
as the Town of Mount Royal, Hurtubise 
suggested last week it was conceivable the 
program might become an agglomeration 
expense, but this would be at the political 
level so he would not comment further. 

Westmount had initially paid for the ex-
isting installation and servicing of five sta-
tions in 2009, a one-time payment. 

Lambert told the council many resi-
dents wanted to reduce their personal 
greenhouse gas emissions and travelling 
by Bixi was one “great way.”

Bixi, cont’d. from p. 1  

(plus the former site of Second Cup at 
Sherbrooke and Claremont, for a total of 
39) are composed of 23 in Victoria village 
and 16 in the Greene area; 

By my count, 11 of the 23 Victoria vil-3)
lage empties are Cromwell or Cromwell re-
lated, of which three are very recent: the 
former sites of Brasserie Melrose (closed), 
Bois et Cuir (moved out of Westmount) 
and Ben & Tournesol (which moved into a 
Westmount space where the occupant 

mov ed upstairs, meaning a loss to the 
shop ping public of only two retailers); 

Two of the 12 non-Cromwell empties 4)
(Second Cup and Swiss Chocolatier) are 
very recent; 

Another store site (where North Face 5)
still is, as of April 12) will likely be empty 
soon. The building’s owner is Cromwell 
related; 

Four of the 16 empties in the Greene 6)
area are in one building (4026-32 St. 
Catherine) with a complicated history (see 

“Former ‘Subaru’/Packard building update 
– Powers to protect St. Catherine heritage 
building limited, says city official,” January 
22, p. 4); 

I do not currently list nor have I count-7)
ed the three empties in 4014-4022 St. 
Catherine, near Atwater, due to its (previ-
ously) likely demolition (see “No work on 
highrise as property up for sale?” Febru-
ary 12, p. 6). – DP.

Letters, cont’d. from p. 7  

Beautiful Beatrice



The Westmount Independent’s 
Spring Social Calendar, part 1b 

Continued from April 9, p. 20 
Wednesday, May 29 

Montreal Chamber Music Festival’s 
Spring Gala: An Evening with Gregory 
Charles. 6 pm. Marriott Château Cham-
plain Ballroom, 1050 de la Gauchetière St. 
W. Tickets $400. Information 514.489.7444. 
infor@festivalmontreal.org 

Shaar Hashomayim Music and Arts cel-
ebrates the life of Leonard Bernstein Mul-
timedia concert featuring the McGill 
Chamber Orchestra, conductors Roi 
Azoulay and Boris Brott and cantor Gideon 
Zelermeyer. 7:30 pm. 120 Côte St. Antoine. 
Première tickets $250. General seating 
$100. Information 514.937.9474. Local 139. 
Shaarhashomayim.org/event/concert 
2019. 

Thursday May 30 
Queen Elizabeth Health Complex’s 

Under the Tuscan Sun. 6 pm. Plaza Cen-
tre Ville, 777 Robert-Bourassa Blvd. Tick-
ets $150. Information Maria D’Onofrio 
514.485.5018. mdonofrio@qehc.org 

CJPAC’S IMPACT. Cocktail dînatoire 
honouring Etty Bienstock. IMPACT cele-
brates contriutions of leaders in the Jew-
ish and pro-Israel community to Canadi-
an political life. 5:30 pm. Cirque Eloize, 417 
Berri St. Information Vanessa Fhima 
514.938.0514. vfhima@cjpac.ca 

Friday May 31 
The Hellenic Ladies Benevolent Soci-

ety’s annual Ilios Gala under the distin-
guished patronage of Senator Leo 
Housakos. Cocktail chic. To benefit the So-
ciety’s Summer Camp program and Edu-
cational Assistance programs for under-
privileged children. 6 pm. Le Windsor, 1170 
Peel St. Valet parking. Tickets $275. (Under 
25 $225). Contact Maggie Pagonis 514.
969.0000. mpagonis@pml.ca. hlbs.ca.

20 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – April 16, 2019

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Condo for Rent 
11 Hillside Ave, Westmount. 

41⁄2, open concept, 
5 appliances, balcony. 

Indoor parking, spacious locker. 

Excellent location, walking 
distance to Greene Ave 

& Victoria Village. 

$1750 + utilities. 

514-867-3001

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Demolition Application 

The City of Westmount has received an application for a demolition permit, and 1.
for a replacement programme for the building located at 500 Claremont Avenue; 

A public sitting of the Demolition Committee will take place on May 21, 2019 at 2.
5:35 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, located at 4333 Sherbrooke Street 
West, in Westmount; 

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://westmount.org/3.
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org

Overheard 
◇“He’s in house arrest right now.” Young 

man to his friends. St. Catherine St. 
near Kensington, March 29 at about 
11:30 am. 

◇“Don’t die just to say ‘hi,’” woman to 
her friend, Clarke Ave. at de Maison-
neuve April 1 at around 9 am. The 
friend re plied after dodging some cars 
to cross the street: “I risked my life for 
you!” 

◇“So excited for this weekend!” woman 
into her phone, de Maisonneuve near 
Claremont April 5 at around 8 am. 
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EASTER SERVICES 
Sunday April 14, 10:30am: 

Palm Sunday 
Tuesday April 16, 7pm: 

Tenebrae service 
Thursday April 18, 7pm: 

Maundy Thursday 
Friday April 19, 4pm: 

Good Friday 
Sunday April 21, 10:30am: 

Easter Day Eucharist with trumpet & tympani 

St. Matthias’ Anglican Church 
131 Côte-St-Antoine 
(corner Metcalfe),Westmount 

514-933-4295 www.st-matthias.ca

TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2019
5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Cocktail Dînatoire & Program (Valet Parking)

CONGREGATION 
SHAAR HASHOMAYIM
Metcalfe Entrance • Westmount, Quebec

$180 PER PERSON 
(partial charitable tax receipt allowable)

TO RESERVE:
www.bengurion.ca or call 
Michèle at 514-937-8927, ext. 101

PR Services: TNKR Media

With a mission like 
no other, Ben-Gurion
University is at the heart
of Beer-sheva and the
Negev Desert. With some
20,000 students and 
3 campuses, it is truly an
oasis of innovation and
community building.  

BGU is a world-leader 
in homeland security,
robotics, desert and 
water research, global
health and medical
technologies, Jewish
thought and Israel Studies. 

· Co-Creator & writer of the
Israeli Hit Series FAUDA

· Award Winning Author

· Chief Middle-East Analyst
for “The Times of Israel”

· BGU Alumnus

Proceeds will support research 
in cancer and nanotechnology  

in honour of
Gerry z”l and Sherry z”l Feifer

MODERATED BY

Barbara Kay

Happy Easter 
The Hunt for Happiness is 

now open @ Leonidas 
Culture Chocolat, the only 

chocolaterie in Westmount. 

 

318 Victoria Ave 
(near de Maisonneuve) Westmount 

514.653.3050 
www.culturechocolat.com 

Ville Marie noise class action ends 
in payment of $2.9+ million settlement 
By Martin C. Barry 

More than 20 years after residents of 
lower Westmount began complaining a -
bout excessive levels of noise from exten-
sive repairs being done on the Ville Marie 
Expressway, members of a class action law-
suit who successfully sought damages have 
finally been mailed compensation cheques. 

Westmounter Peter Krantz was lead 
claimant in the case that sought damages 
from the attorney general of Quebec, En-
treprises Claude Chagnon, Grands Travaux 
Soter and Constructions DJL The work 
took place in 1998, 1999 and 2000. 

According to the website of Trudel, 
Johnston & Lespérance (the Old Montreal 
law firm that handled the case), settlement 
cheques have been mailed out to all class 
action members whose claims were ac-
cepted. More than 1,500 approved class ac-
tion members, out of a total 12,000 appli-
cants, were expected to have received their 
cheques by April 1 at the latest. 

Krantz filed the first motion in Quebec 
Superior Court in February 2001. The 
claimants had all been either owners or ten-
ants residing in Westmount or Montreal. 

They lived within 350 meters to the 
south and 170 meters to the north of the 
Ville Marie Expressway, between Guy down-
 town and de Carillon in St. Henri, from May 
1 to December 31, 1998, or from April 26 to 
Dec. 15, 1999, or July 1 to Oct. 16, 2000. 

It was 2013 by the time the case was fi-
nally scheduled to be heard in court. How-
ever, it didn’t get that far because the par-
ties agreed before then on an out-of-court 
settlement, although it was still subject to 
a judge’s final approval. 

According to the law firm’s web site, the 
settlement, including principal, interest 
and costs, ranges from $2.9 million to a 
maximum of $3.5 million, and the defen-
dants do not have to admit liability. 

The Journal de Montréal recently esti-
mated the average claimant would receive 
around $1,200. However, it varies depend-
ing on the extent of damages suffered by 
each of the claim ants and the number of 
years they lived near the expressway. 

The Independent was unable to reach 
Krantz by deadline for his reaction. How-
ever, another claimant, Brigitte Stock of 
Abbott Ave., said she and her family were 
satisfied with the outcome, as well as the 

effort made by the lead claimant. 
“We’re especially happy with the initia-

tive that was shown by Mr. Krantz,” she 
said. “This is exactly the sort of citizen in-
volvement that is really much appreciated. 
And it was obviously the right thing to do.” 

Gabrielle Gagné was the most recent of 
the law firm’s staff of lawyers to handle the 
case. She took on the file in 2013. 

Gagné confirmed that the case was an 
exceptionally lengthy one. She said addi-
tional information introduced by the de-
fence led to more court appearances, with en-
suing re-scheduling by judges and lawyers. 

As well, settlement distribution pro-
cesses were also lengthened, “because we 
have to give enough time for members to 
claim,” said Gagné. “Pro rata distributions 
are a little longer because we can’t start dis-
tribution until all the claims have been re-
viewed and accepted or denied.” 

There was an additional delay getting 
the cheques out, she add ed, because a good 
number of them had changed addresses. 

The law firm was able to confirm the 
claimants’ original addresses by obtaining 
the cooperation of the Régie de l’assurance 
maladie du Québec.
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CARPET CLEANING SPECIALISTS

514 825-5550

SERVING 
WESTMOUNT 

FOR 35 YRS 
•Oriental rugs new 

and antique cleaning 
and repairs 

•Outstanding workmanship 
and service 

•Wall to wall carpet 
cleaning; furniture cleaning

Westmount’s spring 2019 sports awards

(left photo) Mayor Christina Smith (left) and sports coordinator Michelle Dodds with the most improved skating participants award winners Blaise 
Almafitano, Leonardo de Rojo, Rachel Olien, Jonathan Olien, and Eva Nahorniak. (right photo) Councillor Mary Gallery (left) and Dodds with girls’ 
instructional hockey, most improved player award winners Ella Aitken, Peewee/Bantam (left) and Elizabeth San Gregorio, Novice/Atom.

2018-1019 Atom fall league champions, the Devils, with Gallery (left) and coaches 
Paul Coleman and Russel Kirstein.

Cllrs Shamie (left) and Peart with the Novice fall, sports man -
ship winners Chunhao Hu, Micah Borsuk and Patrick Colby.
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(left photo) Director general Benoit Hurtubise (left) and operations manager Andrew Maislin with the Peewee inter-city, sportsmanship award winners Zakaria Barin, Alex Assaf and Jordan Singer. 
(middle photo) Hurtubise (left) and Maislin with Atom inter-city sportsmanship award winners Sam Pilc, Jackson Pitfield and Leo Semionov. (right photo) Hurtubise (left) and Maislin with the 
Novice inter-city most improved player award winners Jeremy Behr and Ryan Pitfield. Photos: Ralph Thompson

Councillors Shamie (left) and Peart with the Novice fall, most im -
proved player winners Arthur Sala (left) and Bas Van Schelven.

Peart (left) and Shamie with coaches Ryan and Paolo Santini and the Bantam A inter-city banner and most improved player award 
winners Noah Clarke, Samuel McKenzie, (front) Matthew Mazzarello, Joshua Cobrin-Alvarez, Aidan Mizrahi and Ray Lawson.
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Who doesn’t love to dance? 
The Just for Kids (JFK) Foundation re-

cently hosted a terrific toe-tapping eve for 
an excellent cause. The 13th annual event 
raised funds for high-priority medical 
equipment and to support patient initia-
tives at the Montreal Children’s Hospital 
(MCH). 

Excitement was high as the chic crowd 
enjoyed cocktails at the Windsor while 
waiting for the show to begin. 

Performers were paired with dance pros 
from Juste Danse Studio and had practiced 
for months in anticipation of the fun night. 
Westmounters Arabella Decker and 
Allyson Kassie were co-chairs, working 
with committee members Louise Gui-
mond (costume design), Sebastian Carder -
elli and Mark Capombassis. 

Local res Freddy Twik, CEO of Groupe 
Corwik (who danced up a storm with pro 
Maya Kolesnikova!) was praised for bring-
ing in a $122,000. A record-breaking sum! 

Other dancing partners were Amberly 
Leasure with Maxime Deslauriers, Stacy 
Lelinowski and Zachary Dopson, Corinne 
Sommer and Mathieu Casavant, and per-
sonal trainer and fitness instructor Emer-
son Turnier with N’Gone Gueye, the proud 
duo that won the Mirror Ball trophy. 

Much to the delight of the audience, 
groups of dancers also took to the stage. 
Team Monopoly, with pro Zachary Dop-
son, featured Westmounter Valerie Telio 
along with Debbie Lemish Gold, Rhonda 
Rudick, Rosie Bertucci, Natacha Bougie 
and Melissa Diamond. 

Team Risk, with pro N’Gone Gueye 
starred Westmounters Amanda Eaman, 
Jos Edge and Dana Tisch along with Rachel 
Cytrynbaum, Tracy Delaney and Polymnia 
Galiatsatos. 

But not only adults were admired for 
their agility. “Bravos” were elicited for The 
Juste Danse Troupe Kids Group: Lexie 
Blumer, Cristina Comito, Marina Caraval-
ho, Rachel Gameroff, Devyn Goldberg, 
Emma Knecht, Lauren Lewis, Leora 
Nathaniel, Liv Telio, Liron Toledano and 
Lisana Zenou. Teen dancer Jordan Rout-
tenberg, paired with pro Stephanie Tam, 
also wowed the crowd. 

Judges were Pierre Al-
laire, Meryem Pearson 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Allyson Kassie and Arabella Decker.

continued on p. 26
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Just For Kids Foundation 
holds fabulous dance contest
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Kathy Osgood 
Real Estate Broker 

Groupe Sutton – Centre Ouest Inc. 

514.994.9113

Reggie Robbins 
Real Estate Broker 

Les Immeubles Charisma Inc. 

514.952.3712

WESTMOUNT 540 Grosvenor – $1,859,000 
Beautiful, bright, detached 4+1, 3+1 bth home in convenient Westmount 
location. Character, tastefully renovated, many built-ins, private garden. 
Turnkey family-ready!

NDG 4403 Decarie 
Spectacular 3-level townhouse in Sq. des Gouverneurs, 2 car 
garage & terrace. Luxury, privacy, superb design!

NDG 4043 Hingston 
Lovingly cared for 5+ bed home on desirable street. Spacious 
rooms, abundant light, exquisite garden.

CANAL  90 Vinet, #101 
Historic Cours Charlevoix – RARE 3+ bdrs, 1600 sf, 2-level 
condo on canal. Deluxe terrace facing water, 2 car garage!

SOLD SOLD SOLD

WESTMOUNT 300 Lansdowne, #5 – $1,075/month 
Perfect pied à terre in desirable location! One bedroom apt, 
renovated bathroom, freshly painted.

FOR RENT

MILE END 4841 Hutchison, #5 – $459,000  
Charming, sunny top floor 2 bed condo on very desirable street. 
Steps to parks and all amenities. Terrace & parking.

CONDO

EASTERN NDG 3538 Prud’homme, #3 – $369,000
Charming undivided, top floor condo with 2+ bedrooms, Bright 
& spacious. Very low carrying costs!

CONDO

CENTRE WEST 2303-2305 du Souvenir – $1,995,000 
Unique, magnificent multi-option property of 3000+sf – two story loft of 
superb design plus GF self-contained apt plus 600sf sound insulated 
studio space, private terrace, steps to all amenities.

NEW NEW 

NEW



and Giulia Tripoli. Noted enjoying the en-
ergetic night were doctors Lawrence Koby 
(and Stacy Lelinowsky) and Roni Munk 
(with Gayle Munk), Lilliana Simpson, An-
gela Lipper, Stan Borsh, Cory Garfinkle, 
David Snively, Lori Elman, Debbie New-
pol, Nicole Senecal and Lynne Kassie. 

The dynamic eve raised $311,000. 
Lori Blumer, executive director JFK 

Foundation, noted that to date, JFK has 
contributed over $311 million of equip-
ment, touching almost every department 
at the MCH.
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Social notes, cont’d. from p. 24 

View all our homes at

CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE 
SELECTION OF LUXURY HOMES FOR 

RENT IN GREATER MONTREAL.

Serving executives, athletes, 
and professionals since 1998

GROUPECOPLEY.COM

LUXURY HOMES 

FOR RENT

QUESTIONS? ASK PENNY
INFO@GROUPECOPLEY.COM OR 

514.656.6437 ext.0

WITH GROUPE COPLEY’S OWN 

DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM, WE WANT TO ENSURE 

THAT YOUR RENTAL EXPERIENCE IS TRULY 

OUTSTANDING WITH US.

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Maya Kolesnikova and Freddy Twik. David Snively, Lori Elman, Debbie Newpol

Dr. Lawrence Koby, Stacy Lelinowski, Gayle and Dr. Roni Munk.

Stan Borsh, Cory Garfinkle, Louise Guim
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-
Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a 
business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2019 RBC 
Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 19_90327_C4J_001

Invest for a better world 
Join Investment Advisor Gabriel Flores for a 5–7 p.m. cocktail party 
and seminar on responsible investing.

As an investor, you have the power 

to help effect positive change and 

generate a return at the same time.

Join us and learn how responsible 

investing works, and the importance 

of integrating environmental, social 

and governance (ESG) factors into your 

wealth management strategy. 

Learn about other potential benefits 

like reduced risk and increased 

engagement, and how professional 

advice can help you support your 

values while you work towards your 

financial goals.

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

RBC Dominion Securities 

1 Place Ville Marie, 41st floor 

Montreal, QC

RSVP to your host, Gabriel Flores,  
at gabriel.flores@rbc.com or  
514-878-5056.
www.gabrielflores.ca
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Comin’ Up
Thursday, April 18 

▶ Nutrition Workshop for Seniors: What 
to Eat to Keep Your Brain and Memory 
Healthy. $5. Centre Greene, 1090 Greene 
Ave. For information, 514.931.6202. 11 am. 
▶ Westmount Historical Association  pre-
sents “The Montreal Bicycle Club” by Mal-
colm McRae, co-founder of the new Mon-
treal Bicycle Club. The club, established in 
1878, was one of the first bi cycle clubs in 
North America. $5. Westmount Room, 
Westmount Public Library. 7 to 9 pm. 

Wednesday, April 24 
▶ Turcot project Bon voisinage meeting. 
Victoria Hall. 7 pm. 

▶ Victor Bourgeau exhibition. Hurtubise 
House, 563 Côte St. Antoine. 3 to 7 pm. 
Continues to Sunday, May 5. 

Thursday, April 25 
Public consultation on 4160 Sherbrooke 

(see story April 9, p. 1). City hall. 7 pm. 

Monday, April 29 
First of a series of sports nutrition ses-

sions by Eat This for Performance. Free. 
Café Mouton Noir, Westmount recreation 
centre. Register at et4p.com/reserve. 7 pm. 

Tuesday, April 30 
Public consultation on 500 Claremont 

(see story April 9, p. 1). City hall. 7 pm.

People’s Party comes to Westmount, 
2019 campaign starts 

Maxime Bernier’s People’s Party of Can -
ada has obtained recognition from Elec-
tions Canada in NDG-Westmount, the local 
riding association announced April 11. 

The association has over 100 founding 
members, according to its release, and is 
seeking candidates who are “willing to de-
fend the PPC’s values.” 

Its president, André Valiquette, said 
that, “Maxime Bernier is the only credible 

leader when it comes to lowering all taxes, 
including income taxes and capital gains 
taxes, because he has clearly stated where 
cuts will be made. He’s the only one in 
favour of the idea of small government. Pri-
vatizing Canada Post and the country’s air-
ports is also on the agenda, as is ending 
corporate welfare.” This press release is the 
first one that the Independent has received 
regarding the 2019 federal election.
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