
Hydro Westmount will not supply electricity 

City reviewing part of Children’s Tower 1 in its territory, 
address may be in Westmount 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Despite the start of sales promotion for 
Tower 1 (the first of six) in the “Square 
Children’s” project, the portion of the 
high-rise located on the Westmount side 
of the border with Montreal remains 
under review, according to city officials. 

(For previous coverage of the develop-
ment, see “1111 Atwater launches website,” 
February 12, p. 14.) 

As a result, no related construction ac-
tivity in the section along Atwater slightly 
south of Tupper can take place until a per-
mit is approved and issued, city director 

general Benoit Hurtubise said last week. 
This does not affect the start of work 

that can take place in the Montreal por-
tion, however, where more than 90 per-
cent of the 38-storey building is proposed 
to be  located, explained Urban Planning 
director Tom Flies last week. 

“We have no jurisdiction over  Mont -
real,” he noted. “So, in theory they can 
work in Montreal even without having ob-
tained a permit in Westmount. I’m not 
sure they would proceed with this, but 
they could do preparatory work.” 

On the other hand, Westmount issued 
a demolition permit in August for removal 
of the back portion of the former nurses’ 
pavilion that lies mainly in Westmount at 
the corner of Atwater and Dorchester. 
“This demolition is cur-
rently under way,” Flies 

Profile 
Julia Gersovitz, architect & PAC chair 

p. 10
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Building permit approved 
for Hillside development 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The four new townhouse units pro-
posed for 65 Hillside at the corner of Met-
calfe passed a final hurdle February 4 
when city council approved the building 
permit. 

While approval to demolish the vacant 
building at the site had been given by the 
city’s Demolition Committee at a hearing 
December 17, the project continued under 

review until being finally recommended to 
council last month by the Planning Advi-
sory Committee. 

“No permits have been issued yet,” 
Urban Planning director Tom Flies said 
February 20. 

“The Demolition Committee’s condi-
tions require that the construction permit 
is to be issued prior to the demolition per-
mit.” 

The plan for the new 

continued on p. 8

Foot pain? 
Heel spur? 
Bunions? 
Consult 
Dr. William Constant 
podiatrist 
514-439-5112

245 Victoria #525 
Westmount continued on p. 3
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ers plan to build 1111 Atwater Ave. Photo: Independent
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P R O F U S I O N  R E A LT Y  I N C . 
R E A L  E S TAT E  A G E N C Y

There has never been a better time to buy or sell. 
Call me in confi dence and let my years of experience 

guide you with all your real estate needs.
Bunny 
Berke
 R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

bberke@profusion.global

514.347.1928

WESTMOUNT | RENFREW
Gracious & timeless residence with 4+1 bedrooms, 3+1 
bathrooms. Charming architectural details & cross-hall plan 
surround circular hallway, excellent for entertaining. Garage.

DOWNTOWN | CLARKE  $668,000
Industrial & Art Deco inspired condo with 2 closed 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, abundant light, garage and locker. 
Ideal as an investment or a pied-à terre. MLS 27751049

OLD MONTREAL | EXCLUSIVE $7,300,000
Unique penthouse with over 6,000 square feet of uncom-
promising and exceptional quality including a private 
10,000 square foot terrace overlooking the Old Port. 

SO
LD

Susan Lloyd 
Real Estate Inc.

I have a list of long-standing clients waiting to 

purchase the perfect home or apartment. 

Please call me if you are thinking of selling and I will 

let you know if your property fi ts my clients’ criteria. 

Confi dentiality assured.

“Every home has a story to tell, 
let me tell yours.”

Susan 
Lloyd
 R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

slloydleduc@profusion.global

438.882.8088

N
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E

WESTMOUNT | OLIVIER  $1,449,000
Very well-located townhouse on the fl at. Close to shops, 
restaurants, schools, parks, all transportation. 2-car garage. 
New gas heating & A/C. Central vaccuum. MLS 18345036

WENTWORTH-NORD | RENÉ  $2,195,000
Renovated country estate located on over 25 acres with 
1,476 feet of private lakefront with its own beach and boat 
dock. A salt water pool is an added feature. MLS 19369420

MOUNT-ROYAL| VIVIAN  $1,799,000
Ideally located detached home with 4+1 bedrooms and 3+1 
bathrooms. Heated fl oors throughout the kitchen, dining room, 
hallway and powder room. New 2 level deck. MLS 13066308
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Sylvie Lafrenière 
Courtier immobilier agréé 

Chartered Real Estate Broker 

(514) 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com • www.sylvielafreniere.com

Westmount Westmount

1st ad! 63 Somerville Immaculate family home in the heart 
of Victoria Village. Tastefully renovated, new floors, oak wood -
work, gas fireplace, eat-in chef’s kitchen, three bed rooms 
(formerly four), skylights, spacious finished basement with 
separate entrance. Private city garden. Walking distance 
to Vendôme metro. Best location in Westmount for 
shops, banks, parks, library, YMCA, etc.  $1,198,000

Just Listed! 436 Clarke Beautifully maintained Victorian 
family home located on extra large lot with garage, parking 
for 3 cars, and an mature garden. Secret garden in the city! 
Gorgeous architectural details and lots of built-ins. 
Renovated kitchen and bathrooms. Spacious new family 
bathroom with skylight. Solarium. Steps to schools, 
   transportation and shopping. $1,425,000

IT’S ALL IN THE PLANNING! If you are thinking of selling within the next 6-12 months, now is the 
time to call or text or email me. Heck, you can even stop me for a quick chat at Metro! Trust me, 
it can be a smooth and pleasant transition when you are in the right hands.

DANIELLE ALLARIE 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com
514.730.8708 
dallarie@gmail.com

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com

Westmount – Lansdowne Avenue Plateau Mont-Royal – 3719 Rue St-Hubert 
$589,000 | MLS 19969992

SOLD IN 2 DAYS! SOLD

three-storey townhouses presented to the 
public at the demolition hearing calls for 
the four attached dwell ings to be con-
tained in one structure with a basement, a 
common garage entrance and car elevator 
(see story January 15, p. 1). 

1948 building going 

The one-storey building to be torn 
down was built as an industrial-type struc-
ture in 1948 but had been known more re-
cently as the Hillside Medical Centre. 

It no longer conforms to the residential 
zoning.

Hillside, cont’d. from p. 1 Unfreeze, freeze, repeat 

Large puddles on Sherbrooke near Lansdowne on February 24 made driving a wet activity. 

Water becomes ice at 0°C. Photos: Ralph Thompson.
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SANS SOUCI RIDING CENTRE INC.SANS SOUCI RIDING CENTRE INC.

•Beautiful site and facilities
•30 km south of Montreal •65 campers
per session •QCA, OCA, FEQ. certified.

Recipient of Canadian
Camping Award of Excellence
Tel.450 826-3772 www.sans-souci.qc.ca

info@sans-souci.qc.ca

•Residential Summer Riding Camp
•Residential Spring and Fall Week-end Camp
Bus service (from Montreal) available for spring/fall camps

Co-Ed, 8-17 yrs of age
BILINGUAL CAMP

Nominatedin 2011 & 2014 for‘Coup de Cœur’award

Mysterious string 

On February 14, the Independent noticed some kind of string between a tree and lamppost on the 
Dorchester Blvd. median near Clandeboye. It is enhanced in the above photo. It does not appear 
to be from the eruv maintained by the Shaar Hashomayim synagogue, one of whose borders runs 
between Bruce and Hallowell, several streets away. (An eruv is an area enclosed by a thin wire that 
turns an area into a single space for the purposes of Jewish tradition, allowing practitioners to 
move about it and still observe the sabbath.) So what was it? Photo: Independent.



Family support key for transgendered kids, Manning tells Women’s Canadian Club 
By Martin C. Barry 

What is it like to be the parent of a 
transgender child? 

Members of the Women’s Canadian 
Club of Montreal learned first hand from 
one who knows when Dr. Kimberley Man-
ning, principal of Concordia University’s 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute, spoke about 
her experience in a presentation entitled 
“A Family Journey with a Transgender 
Child” on February 19 at Victoria Hall. 

Manning’s transgender child started so-
cially transitioning around age three or 
four, she said. “When I began this journey 
of learning about transgender children, in 
fact I didn’t even have a vocabulary for it. 
I had never heard of the expression ‘gen-
der creative kids’ or ‘trans kids.’ 

“And despite the fact that I taught gen-
der and politics at Concordia University, 
including a graduate-level seminar on 
gender and politics, it had never even oc-
curred to me that there was such a thing 
as a transgender child.” 

A little more than a decade ago, ac-
cording to Manning, just a single book, 
The Transgender Child, published in 2008, 
was the only serious writing available on 
the topic. “Parents, caregivers of trans chil-
dren, really had no resources to access 

other than this book,” she said. 
How do you know that a child is trans-

gender? she asked. “When we use the 
term transgender, we are really meaning a 
child who is affirming a gender different 
from what they were assigned at birth.” 

Up until relatively recently, she contin-
ued, there was almost no possibility for 
trans children to emerge because parents 
at home had no means to recognize it, “or 
if they saw it and recognized it, couldn’t 
tolerate it. 

“And I say ‘tolerate’ carefully, because 
for many parents – some maybe even fair-
ly progressive and well-meaning parents – 
their biggest fear has been ‘If I let my lit-
tle boy go out of the house in a dress, how 
is this child possibly going to survive on 
the playground?’ 

“So there has been in a sense a real dif-
ficulty in the very possibility of the trans 
child emerging. First of all in the home, 
second of all in the school, and third of all 
whether it’s day camps or play groups or 
team sports – and of the hundreds of ways 
children interact in society. Everything 
about our culture up until very recently 
has said, ‘That is not okay. You are not 
okay.’” 

Manning compared the challenges 
transgender children face today to the up-

hill battle gays faced in the 1950s and 
1960s. Noting that for years transgen-
derism was regarded as a mental illness, 
she said, “This is the way we approached 
homosexuality up until the early 1970s. 

“And, in fact, just at the very moment 
when homosexuality was depathologized 
in the diagnostics statistical manual that 
was sort of the bible of psychiatry and psy-
chology, just at that moment, trans people 
were put in.” 

A new body of emerging research over 
the past 10 to 12 years, she continued, sug-
gests that transgender children who are 
supported and affirmed by their parents 
have mental health on par with cisgender 
siblings. (Cisgender is a term used in 
transgender studies for people whose gen-
der identity matches the sex they were as-
signed at birth.) 

In addition to having the support of 
family, Manning said having a supportive 
school makes all the difference, which is 
why her family chose an alternative school 
for their transgender child. 

“And in the case of my own family 
member, who has now moved on to a high 
school situation, this family member ex-
perienced not one experience of bullying, 
is a straight-A student, has loads of friends 
and is a happy, thriving young person.”
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4

corner Grosvenor

514 933-8556

Convenient location
●Better-than-
dealer pricing

Yes, we service all makes & models
Yes, our services respect your new vehicle warranty,

including complete service programs
Yes, we offer limo service for pick-ups and drop-offs
Yes, you can drop your vehicule off

& bus/Metro/walk to work

Professional mechanical & body shop

BEST
SERVICE
AWARD

Your local Westmount garage for the past 25 years

goldbuyersmontreal.com

514 419-0656
Mon.-Thurs. noon-5pm

Friday noon-4pm
Sat.Closed Sun. noon-4pm

5897 Sherbrooke W.
Just before Royal Ave.

on way to LCC

Gold Buyers
International

Kimberley Manning, principal of Concordia 
University’s Simone de Beauvoir Institute and 
parent to a transgender child, addressed the 
Women’s Canadian Club of Montreal in 
Victoria Hall on February 19.

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Overheard 
◇Woman to man: “He was under the lie detector for an hour and we were 

monitoring everything he was saying.” 
November 29 at 5 pm near Prince Albert and de Maisonneuve 

◇Man to small group of people: “Do you guys have a communal bank account?” 
January 24 at 6 pm at the IGA in Alexis Nihon 

◇Man #1: “Bro, the machine is what we need.” 
Man #2: “Now you want one! Before you didn’t want one!” 

February 10 at 6:30 pm in the Metro grocery store parking lot on Victoria Ave. 

◇Teenager, snowball in hand, to other teenager: “I will ruin you!” 
February 21 at 6:30 pm at Prince Albert Ave. and York St. 

◇Woman to man, who seemed to be looking for damage to his car: “Don’t look!” 
February 23 in the late afternoon at Prince Albert and York St.
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Recycling and the print 
media: the breaking point 

Quebeckers are aware of the challenges 
that have faced print media for some time 
now. According to Ministère de la Culture 
figures, one weekly in four has perma-
nently stopped its presses since 2010… and 
this situation is going to get much worse 
unless the government amends the Envi-
ronmental Quality Act this year to give 
newspapers the same cultural protection 
as it does to books. 

It is urgent because the dailies and 
weeklies are stuck in a vicious circle due 
to the obligations to finance newsprint re-
cycling: 
• Newsprint media entities are falling in 

numbers every year. 
• The newsprint tonnage they produce is 

also dropping. 
• However, their annual recycling costs are 

rising dramatically. 
•  Conclusion: an exploding recycling bill 

has been imposed on surviving  news -
papers. 

The numbers are telling. 92,000 fewer 
tonnes of newsprint were produced be-
tween 2010 and 2019 (down 68 percent). 
But the contribution demanded from the 
media rose by $9 million over the same 
period (up 340 percent). The per-tonne 
processing cost went from $23.03 in 2010 
to $241.92. 

It is true that the ministry of Finance 
proposed the beginning of a solution two 
years ago. Therefore, if this support slight-
ly reduces the financial burden of print 
media, it does not improve the aberration 

of the current system and its adverse ef-
fects. In addition, it remains a short-term 
support in the face of a structural problem 
that has been increasing year by year. 

From the beginning, it was inconceiv-
able that we are treating newspapers, bea-
cons of democracy and cultural expres-
sion, in the same manner as tin cans and 
plastic bottles. 

The news media contributes directly to 
our communities’ vitality and their social 
and democratic life. As a result, they must 
benefit from a cultural protection analo-
gous to that for books. Otherwise, the 
compensatory system for newspapers is 
about to drop the axe on other press orga-
nizations. 

Since arriving in power, François Le -
gault’s government has shown great sen-
sitivity to the difficult situation the media 
are facing pursuant to the dramatic drop 
in advertising revenue that was the foun-
dation of their business model. 

The government must now agree with 
us that the first step is to extricate the 
newspapers from a system that is finan-
cially asphyxiating the print media. This 
intervention must come as of the next 
budget; otherwise, more communities will 
lose their print media. 

Denis Tétreault, General Director 
(RecycleMédias) 

RecycleMédias is a private, non-profit orga-
nization created in December 2000 with the 
mission of representing newspapers, which are 
required to contribute to the residual materi-
als recycling and reclamation efforts in Que-
bec. The organization has 149 members from 

the following organizations: Québecor Média, 
Groupe Capitale Médias, Le Devoir, The 
Gazette, Hebdos Québec, Quebec Commu-
nity Newspaper Association (QCNA), l’Asso-
ciation des médias écrits communautaires du 
Québec (AMEQ) and many smaller inde-
pendent newspapers and groups. 
Editor’s note: The Independent is a member 
of the QCNA and supports this letter. 
When we started publishing the Indepen-
dent, there was no recycling tax. Now, we 
pay a cash tax to Recyc-Québec and are 
forced to publish its ads without payment. 
Meanwhile, in a process that started be-
fore the Independent’s founding, the 
provincial and federal governments pur-
chase less advertising than they did previ-
ously, despite studies showing that Cana-
dians read newspapers in a material way. 
Please note that I am deploring extra fees 
from, and the taking of our product by, the 
provincial government, and the dimin-
ished purchase of our product by the 
provincial and federal governments. I am 
not asking for subsidies. – DP. 

Dawson’s PRT graduates are 
autonomous practitioners, 
not assistants 

In response to the article published on 
October 9, 2018 (“Dawson College’s phys-
iotherapy clinic doubles its footprint,” p. 
15) and the letter to the editor by Cheryl 
Cornforth published on October 16, 2018 
(“Dawson’s program for assistant, not full, 
physiotherapists,” p. 8), the physiotherapy 
technology department of Dawson College 
would like to make a few clarifications. 

The letter to the editor pointed out that 
Dawson offers a “physiotherapy technolo-
gy program,” which is correct. The origi-
nal article erroneously* indicated that we 
offered a “physiotherapy program.” How-
ever, the letter to the editor goes on to state 
that said program, “trains students to be 
assistant physiotherapists.” 

This is in fact false. 
The three-year, technical program of-

fered at Dawson College trains students 
to be physical rehabilitation therapists 
(PRTs), who are licensed under the same 
professional order as physiotherapists and 
have a substantially different scope of 
practice than physiotherapy assistants. 

PRTs are autonomous practitioners 
who can offer treatment in a variety of 
cases, provided they have the evaluation of 
the physiotherapist. In contrast to physio-
therapy assistants, PRTs can plan, execute 
and modify treatment plans without the 
supervision of a physiotherapist. They can 
also determine when a client has finished 
treatments and is ready for discharge. 

It is unfair to assume that clients will 

not receive high quality physiotherapy ser-
vices at the Dawson College Health Clinic. 
While the students are still in training, 
they are closely supervised by full-fledged, 
licensed practitioners. This is no different 
from the services received at the student 
dental hygiene clinic at John Abbott Col-
lege. 

In closing, although PRTs have been 
recognized Quebec physiotherapy profes-
sionals since 2003, the profession is 
unique to Quebec, and Dawson is the only 
college to offer the program in English. 
Therefore, it is understandable that there 
may be some confusion. We hope that this 
letter helps to clarify the situation and to 
increase awareness of the PRT profession 
in the anglophone health sector. 

If you should have any further ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Vanessa Gangai & Alison Gélinas, 
faculty, Physiotherapy Technology 

Department (Dawson College) 
* Editor’s note: For the general public, the 
target of our newspaper, a “physiotherapy 
technology program” is a “physiotherapy 
program.” As is the case for most articles, 
there was detail not included in the story, 
which can be important and which inter-
ested and affected parties should fre-
quently investigate. – DP. 

Encourage Mayor Smith 
to oppose Vélo Québec 
funding 

Over 20 years ago, I first encouraged 
Westmount to help in an effort to increase 
philanthropy in Quebec. Quebec is the 
worst place for charitable giving in all of 
Canada and the USA. My requests were 
perpetual. 

On September 1, I sent three pages of 
rationale as to what Westmount could do 
to help increase philanthropy, along with 
why they should act. Promises were made 
and never kept, to both a companion of the 
Order of Canada and myself. So what else 
is new? 

If politicians are not supposed to do 
fully what is in the best interest of the pub-
lic, what exactly are they supposed to do? 

Westmount taxpayers contribute to the 
approximately $1 million in annual public 
support given to Vélo Québec by the ag-
glomeration and the province. 

I have asked Westmount to follow the 
lead of Côte St. Luc and pass a motion call-
ing for the defunding of Vélo Québec by 
the agglomeration of Montreal, until Vélo 
Québec adds an optional charitable fund -
raising component to its events. 

Why should Bike New York, an organi-
zation with the same mission as Vélo 
Québec do it and raise $1 million per year, 

Letters to the Editor

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 
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David Price: 514.935.4537 

david.price@westmountindependent.com 
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$249 
Cash & carry

Project Primary 
Turntable

After frost, comes potholes 

On February 17, drivers were avoiding this pot hole at the corner of Claremont and West mount 
Ave. or scraping the bottom of their cars going through it. Photo: Martin C. Barry.

while the least charitable people in all of 
Canada and the USA are not invited to do 
the same? 

Please consider asking Mayor Christi-
na Smith exactly what Westmount has 
against increasing philanthropy in Que-
bec. Her email address is:  csmith@west
mount.org. 

Murray Levine, Dorval 

Editor’s reply: Thank you for explaining, at 
my request, why your anti-Vélo Québec 
stance is relevant to Westmounters even 
though the Tour de L’Île does not go 
through Westmount at present, as I point-
ed out in my reply to you last issue (p. 6). 
I’m happy to publish it this once, but I still 
find it a bit outside of our Westmount 
focus. 

Yes, the agglo does take money from 
Westmount without its consent, but if the 
agglo and the province contribute $1 mil-
lion per year to this group, how high can 
Westmount’s “look through” portion be? 
For simplicity, let’s say the agglo con-
tributes the whole $1 million. There are al-
most two million residents of the island of 
Montreal, so each would contribute about 

50 cents to Vélo Québec, or Westmount 
would pay $10,000. Is this amount, itself a 
very high estimate, really worth all of this 
back-and-forth on a Westmount budget 
(agglo and local) of $111 million? 

And many people want governments to 
encourage exercise. If that view is accept-
ed, why can’t governments do one good 
thing that people want (encourage exer-
cise) and not another (encourage charity) – 
in this particular instance? 

And who’s to say that more options to 
give to charity will increase the total num-
ber of dollars given to charities? 

Lastly, consider the agglo. I used the 
words “the agglo does take money from 
Westmount without its consent” deliber-
ately. Because one entity, the city of Mon-
t real, has a majority of the votes on the 
 agglomeration council, all of the 15 de-
merged mayors could light themselves on 
fire at the agglomeration council in support 
of any issue whatsoever and it would not af-
fect the city of Montreal’s ability to extract 
its chosen amount of money from their 
municipalities. If she can’t stop this pay-
ment, why bother Mayor Smith about this 
matter? – DP.

Superior Quality 
Steak  Chicken  Pork

established 

2002

BOUCHERIE WESTMOUNT 
5207 Sherbrooke St. W. 

(1 block east of Northcliffe) 
Tel: 514.481.1811

An extensive selection of fresh, hormone free, grassfed 
premium products for a great taste and nutrition. 

Tel: 514.481.1811

NEWLY 

RENOVATED 

RE-OPENING 

MARCH 1st

Tuesday, February 26 
Turcot “Bon voisinage” meeting. St. 

Raymond community centre, 5600 Upper 
Lachine Rd. in NDG. 7 pm. 

Wednesday, February 27 
Public consultation on St. Catherine St. 

zoning near Westmount recreation centre. 
City hall. 7 pm. 

Thursday February 28 
Marianopolis College launches Yasod-

hara: A Novel about the Buddha’s Wife by 
Professor Vanessa R. Sasson. 4873 West-
mount Ave. 6:15-7:30 pm. 

Monday, March 4 
City council meeting. City hall. 7:30 pm. 

Wednesday, March 6 
Héma-Québec Blood Drive. Victoria 

Hall. 2:30 pm to 7:30 pm. 

Tuesday, March 12 
Public meeting of the Planning Advi-

sory Committee (PAC) on presentation of 
SCAOPI project for the office develop-
ment at 1100 Atwater. City hall. 8:30 am. 

Westmount Horticultural Society pre-
sents a film on gardens in the rolling hills 
of the Charlevoix region. Westmount 
 Library. 7 pm. Guests $7. 

Wednesday, March 13 
St. Matthias Human Trafficking 

Forum. Free. Victoria Hall. Doors open 
6:15 pm, programme 7 to 9:30 pm. 

Wednesday, March 20 
‘St. Patrick’s Day’ Pub Quiz. Victoria 

Hall. Free, cash bar. Reserve at Eventbrite 
or call 514.989.5226. 7 pm.

Comin’ Up
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said. 
Its high colonnade entrance, a land-

mark on the northeast corner, is protected 
by its heritage rating (see story March 6, 
2018, p. 1). 

Because the territorial border slices di-
agonally from the northwest of the site to 
the southeast, the entire area at the corner 
of Atwater and Tupper lies in Montreal, 
while the corner at Atwater and Dorch-
ester lies wholly in Westmount. 

Westmount or Montreal 

Among unanswered questions until 
Westmount’s review of the building appli-
cation is finalized and approved, is in 
whose jurisdiction the main entrance of 
the tower will be located even though the 
building is already being listed on some 
websites as being at “1111 Atwater, West-
mount.” 

Once the building is completed, Hur-
tubise said tax bills from Westmount are 
ultimately expected to be calculated based 

on the percentage of the 
building’s evaluation that lies 
in the city’s territory. 

What is already known, he 
said, is that Hydro Quebec 
rather than Hydro West-
mount will supply the elec-
tricity because the electrical 
entry to the site has already 
been re-located in Montreal. 
“This dictates the supplier.” 

Historically, the electrical 
entry to the hospital had 
been near the nurses’ pavil-
ion in Westmount. 

Asked how much revenue 
has been lost to Hydro West-
mount as a result, Hurtubise 
– who was the utility’s direc-
tor in 2014 when the hospital 
relocated to the Glen site – 
said he had calculated at the 
time the loss would have 
been around $900,000 for 
that year.

Children’s tower, cont’d. from p. 1 

This site plan by MSDL architects shows how the Westmount border cuts through the preserved 
nurses’ building at the left corner as well through a nine-storey portion of the proposed Tower 1. 
The other five towers are positioned between Dorchester/René Lévesque, Tupper and Sussex/
Hope to the right. North-pointing arrow and street names added by Independent.

▲ | N
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.

René Lévesque/
Dorchester Blvd.

Tupper Ave.

The nurses’ pavilion (left) and construction pit on February 23.
Photos: Independent
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S OT H E BYS R E A LT Y.CA

Real estate agency. Independently owned & operated.

INTRODUCING VERMONT

4850, av. Westmount, Westmount  MLS 22227817
$1,998,000

NEW PRICE 

FEATURED

496 av. Wood, Westmount  MLS 12230309
$2,325,000

53 Surrey-Gardens, Westmount  MLS 18078386
$4,850,000

NEW PRICE

ANNE BEN-AMI (MADAR)
Real Estate Broker

514.726.3037    
annebenami.ca

203 Nobles Hill Rd, Isle La Motte, Vermont
$1,258,000 USD



Profile: Julia Gersovitz 

Order of Canada ceremony 
caps 4 decades of preserving 
historic buildings 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The white stylized snowflake appears 
tiny when fastened as a lapel pin to a dress 
worn by Julia Gersovitz. But the six-point-
ed symbol of the Order of Canada is huge 
in its recognition of her four decades of 
contribution to the preservation of archi-
tectural heritage. 

The citation read out February 1 at her 
investiture as an officer in the Order reads 
in part: “Julia Gersovitz is a world author-
ity in conservation architecture. Co-
founder of EVOQ Architecture, she man-
ages the company’s many large-scale 
re stora tion projects throughout the coun-
try.” 

It speaks to her “award-winning de-
signs that incorporate contemporary 
needs with historic aspects” and conserve 
the unique features of landmark sites. 

“It was an exhilarating but humbling 
experience,” Gersovitz said after the in-
vestiture by the governor general, Julie 
Payette, at Rideau Hall in Ottawa. 

Accompanying her was her father, 
West mounter Ben Gersovitz, along with 
her husband Mark Borensky and their 
grown son and daughter Jesse and 
Francesca, both raised in Westmount. 

And by coincidence, the honour topped 
off a week that stands as a milestone in 
her life. It had started with the inaugural 
session of the house of commons in its 
new quarters in the West Block after a 15-
year restoration by EVOQ and architecture 
firm A49. 

Gersovitz, who chairs Westmount’s 
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) and 
is now in the fifth year of her second 

seven-year term, was in the visitors’ gallery 
to witness the occasion. 

“The acoustics were remarkable,” she 
says. “You could hear the questions and 
comments voiced without a microphone.” 

Passion for conservation 

Gersovitz, a third-generation West-
mounter, attributes her passion for her-
itage preservation to the “emotional loss” 
she felt from historic buildings being de-
stroyed, one akin to the extinction of ani-
mal species such as the dodo bird. 

To many local residents, she is best 
known for her role in guiding the devel-
opment of the city’s architectural charac-
ter, though she is quick to point out that 
the PAC is an “advisory” body to the coun-
cil in its approval of building permits that 
involve exterior changes – though in real-
ity, most of the PAC’s recommendations 
receive council’s final blessing. 

One of the things she has found very 
rewarding during her tenure on PAC 
(from 2001 to 2008 and now on-going 
from 2014) has been the formation and de-
velopment of the Local Heritage Council, 
its protection of the Glen arch or railway 
bridge, and efforts to improve the long-
term viability of the city’s houses of wor-
ship through complementary uses. 

She’s also proud of the projects her 
firm has undertaken in Westmount such 
as the renewal of Victoria Hall, the addi-
tion of its Gallery, restoration of the li-
brary’s historic rooms and the rebuilding 
of the Lawn Bowling Club’s pavilion. 

Another highlight for her was “step-
ping in” to chair the building committee 
of the Westmount recreation centre 
around 2011. “It was a very collaborative 
and interesting project.” 

Among others, Gersovitz singles out 
the 2018 Prince of Wales Prize awarded to 
a city for heritage leadership by the Prince 
of Wales on the recommendation of the 
National Trust for Canada (see October 23, 
2018, p. 8). “I felt a tremendous pride in 
that because I had contributed to the West-
mount application.” 

The main change she has seen during 
her involvement on the PAC is people’s re-
quirement for more space, which trans-
lates into home-extension applications. 

Interestingly, however, the yellow brick 
semi-detached house in which she choos-
es to live on de Maisonneuve near Met-

calfe is typical of the type of dwelling that 
has stood the test of time. It is essentially 
intact since its construction around 1926-
1927. 

In action 

Considering that PAC meetings are not 
routinely open to the public, the five or six 
that have been over the past three years for 
SCAOPI presentations of non-conforming 
projects have provided insight on Gerso-
vitz “in action.” 

Many of those attending noted the aura 
of discipline she maintained and her effort 
to summarize every question asked to en-
sure “we understood it correctly,” as she 
explains. 

The Order of Canada citation notes her 
commitment to sharing her knowledge as 
adjunct professor at McGill since 1980 as 
well as at the University of Montreal. 

She has also served on city of Montreal 
review commissions and has been in-
volved in work on many notable buildings 
across the country including those at 
McGill. 

Launched firm in 1983 

Gersovitz, who earned degrees in archi-
tecture from McGill, holds a master’s de-
gree in historic preservation from Colum -
bia University. She started her own firm in 
1983, at a time when the field of heritage 
conservation was undeveloped. She was 
soon joined by Westmount architect and 
resident Roseanne Moss. In its evolution, 
the firm now counts some 100 people. 

Interestingly, her grandfather Joseph 

Gersovitz, who lived on Argyle, was a 
renowned builder of apartment buildings, 
including the 400 Kensington and The 
Trafalgar, at The Boulevard and Côte des 
Neiges, which he owned. 

Julia designed her father’s house on 
Montrose, where he continues to live. 

She holds numerous awards and hon-
ours but her value to the architectural 
community was summed up in a citation 
from the National Trust in 2015 as being 
“known among her peers for her thought-
fulness, tenacity and generous spirit as 
well as for the impeccable standard of her 
work.” 

And much of her inspiration, she told 
the Independent, is gleaned from walking 
around Westmount, often with her dog, a 
golden doodle named Boadicea after the 
Celtic queen. “It’s truly a wonderful com-
munity.”
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Julia Gersovitz wears the medal of the Order of Canada after the investiture February 1. Attending 
with her are, from left, her father Ben Gersovitz, daughter Francesca Boresky and son Jesse 
Boresky. Her husband Mark Boresky took the family photo.

Quebec & Ontario
dealers in used and rare

books and maps

Libraires du Québec
et de l’Ontario offrent des
livres anciens et des cartes

Centre Greene 
1090 Greene Avenue (just south of Dorchester) 

Saturday, March 9 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Information 514 935-9581 Renseignements 
Entrée $3.00 Admission 

www.defreitasbooks.com

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency
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Lake Champlain lakefront house 
→ for rent by the week ← 

Peru (Valcour Island/Plattsburgh area), New York State 
Across the road: 

150 feet of your own private lakefront, including beach cabin 
3 bedrooms on 2 floors (sleeps 8) ◊ 2 bathrooms ◊ large open 

kitchen/dining room ◊ large front deck ◊ washer & dryer 
◊ large front and back lawns on 1-acre property 

◊ parking for 3+ vehicles 
TV/Netflix, internet/wifi included 

◊ views of Vermont and Green Mountains 
1 hour and 20 minutes from Montreal ◊ 15 minutes to Plattsburgh 

◊ 10 minutes to Ausable Chasm ◊ 45 minutes to Whiteface 
(Lake Placid +15 min.) ◊ Three golf courses nearby 

valcourcottage@gmail.com ◊ 514-458-8031

View from the front deck.

View from the private beach.

Manker sees political activism in playing cello 

Brian Manker, principal cello with the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, was the featured guest dur -
ing the Atwater Library’s Lunchtime Series on February 7. He played J.S. Bach’s 1st Suite in G 
major, a Catalan piece known as the “Song of the Birds,” Tomaso Albinoni’s Adagio in G minor 
and Benjamin Britten’s Suite for solo cello. Seen here during a pause in his musical presentation, 
Manker spoke about the role some cellists have had in political activism, including Pablo Casals, 
Mstislav Rostropovich and Vedran Smailović (who became known as the Cellist of Sarajevo). 

Photo: Martin C. Barry
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RONDA BLY
Estate & Moving Sales

CERTIFIED APPRAISER
MEMBER OF THE

CANADIAN PERSONAL PROPERTY
APPRAISERS GROUP

EXPERT EVALUATIONS
FULL PROFESSIONAL SETUPS
COMPLETE CLEANUP AVAILABLE

WE BUY CANADIAN PAINTINGS
CONTACT: 514 236-4159

WWW.RONDABLY.COM
SETTING THE STANDARD

IN ESTATE SALES SINCE 1998

BEAUTY by NEALY 
Laser hair removal 
Skin photo-rejuvenation 
Facials (all types) 
Microdermabrasion 
Wax & electrolysis 

We use and sell:

NEALY BEAUTE elle & lui 
SINCE 1990

2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616 
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

Nealy Chea 

Free Parking

Jessica Houston’s vast northern ex-
panses at the McClure Gallery and Dale 
Chihuly’s colourful glass sculptures at Ga-
lerie de Bellefeuille enchant and entice. 
Through the discerning lens of pho-
tograhy, painting and sculpture, the beau-
ty – and fragility – of nature is recalled. 

Northern landscapes 

Suspended in a Sunbeam Houston’s mix -
ed-media exhibition is a visual exploration 
of Canada’s Arctic. Colourful photographs 
convey climate change and the vulnerabil-
ity of northern landscapes while paintings 
question the forced relocation of Inuit 
communities to Resolute Bay. A film of 
time-lapsed photographic stills of the mid-
night sun includes a voiceover of resi-
dents’ comments on life in the far north. 

Photographed with a coloured lens, the 
print “The Greening” captures a land en-
gulfed in green mist. The Arctic terrain – 
bathed in orange light – of “Living Memo-
ry” also communicates the fragility of 
northern ecosystems. A video of time-
lapsed photographs of the midnight sun 
taken over 24 hours – “Qausuittuq”/“Place 
with No Dawn” – includes Inuit songs and 
a Resolute Bay resident’s joy on the sun’s 
return following endless winter nights. 

The federal relocation of Inuit commu-
nities during the Cold War is also the 
theme of a pilot’s portrait, ”The Fatigue of 
the Conquest,” and the painting “Evacua-
tion Plans.” Presented within geometric 
patterns, cropped photographs of Arctic 
tents and weather stations also evoke col-
onization. A sculpture of burnt wood, 
“Looking For a Place to Land,” emits the 

sound of a forest fire and chirping birds. 
Houston’s intriguing and important exhi-
bition continues until March 2 at the Vi-
sual Art Centre. 

Natural forms 

An exhibition of Chihuly’s stunning 

blown-glass sculptures projects a fragile 
transparency as well as a bold solidity. 
Crafted with perfect ribbons of colour, dy-
namic circular rings and rhythmic forms, 
these limited-edition sculptures are in-
spired by nature. Evoking 
cultures from around the continued on p. 23

Art Scene 

Heather Black

Houston and Chihuly: Nature projected

“Violet Persian Pair” by Dale Chihuly.
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Council approves 24 building permits 
in Feb., including new Hillside project 

The following 13 permit requests for 
demolition, exterior construction, alter-
ation and renovation were approved at the 
February 4 meeting of the city council. 
There were no refusals. 

Approved 

21 Oakland: to add an attic floor in the 
rear and make modifications to the exteri-
or envelope; 

65 Hillside: new construction to build 
a three-storey multi-family residential pro-
ject with basement (see story p. 1); 

4840 Sherbrooke: at the Metro store, to 
modify windows and doors; 

3773 The Boulevard: to replace win-
dows; 

128 Arlington: to modify the front 
porch; 

657 Roslyn: to make modifications and 
build an addition at the rear; 

4918 Sherbrooke: at the former location 
of la Canadienne, to replace windows and 
modify the front façade; 

257 Metcalfe: at a Category I house, to 
replace a front door; 

467 Lansdowne: to make a window 
opening on the rear façade provided that 
two double-hung windows are installed in-
stead of one window; 

4006 St. Catherine: to install a com-
mercial sign; 

57 Holton: at a Category I house, to re-
place some windows on condition they are 
of wood (interior and exterior) without 
cladding; 

4400 St. Catherine: to replace doors and 
windows at Hillside House apartment 
building; 

4377 Westmount Ave.: to block an ex-
isting window on the side; 

*  *  * 
The following 11 permit requests for 

demolition, exterior construction, alter-
ation and renovation were approved at the 
February 18 meeting of the city council. 
There were no refusals. 

Approved 

1201 Greene: to install two signs; 
56 St. Sulpice: to modify the existing 

sunroom at the side rear corner of the 
building and build a volume over it, and to 
replace windows and doors and modify 
some openings subject to several condi-
tions including that the submitted dark 
tonal palette be respected in the window 
and woodwork colour and that the wood 
panelling be designed with traditional de-
tails; 

3603 The Boulevard: at a Category I 
house, to enclose the area and make mod-
ifications at the back of the building; 

531 Claremont: to repair the front stair-
case; 

24 Devon: to replace the front door and 
woodwork surrounding it, to modify the 
broken pediment in order 
to create a canopy over the 

building permits M What’s permitted
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Assurance 
Financial 
Reporting

Advisory & Consulting 
Estate & Trust Planning 

Successions

Accounting 
Taxation 

US INCOME TAXES AND COMPLIANCE

www.litwin.ca

continued on p. 19



18 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February 26, 2019

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke St. W.

(at Claremont Ave.)

HAIR
CUTS

FOR MEN
& KIDS

Beer Review 

Les Sans Tavernes – Bar/Brasserie/Co-op 
Batiment 7 – Point St. Charles, 1900 Le Ber – corner St. Madeleine 

David Price, The Philistine: Beer drinker 
Ideal beer: stronger-than-average lager, 
even if it’s commercial Canadian beer. 
He dislikes too much hops flavour or 
aroma in beer (i.e. most India pale ales 
or IPAs), and does not like roasted malts 
(e.g. stouts). He also dislikes wheat 
beers, which remind him of toothpaste, 
which he doesn’t normally eat or drink. 
Favourite beer: Harp or Sapporo, but 
Sapporo-in-a-can beats Harp-in-a-can, 
hands down. On-tap research on this 
question is still under way. 

Greg Dunning, The Connoisseur: Beer 
drinker, homebrewer and beer hunter. 
Ideal beer: The one that is manufactured 
by people who care more about the beer 
than the money. 
Favourite beer: Too many to mention and 
it depends on the season. 

August 30, 2018 

When you look at the map of Montreal, 
no matter where you start from, you will 
always descend to Point St. Charles. Since 
it was the home of all the workers who 
sweated the Lachine canal, the Victoria 
bridge, the Grand Trunk Railroad and the 
Northern Electric Company, legend has it 
that there were over 100 establishments in 
“The Point” to quell thirsts and hard 
times. 

With the closing of factories in the 
1950s, the neighbourhood went into an 
economic and demographic free fall and all 
the ubiquitous watering holes disappeared 
to the point where there were none left. 

Consequently, the cheeky name for our 
latest adventure is Les Sans Tavernes; 
loose translation, a place where there are 
no taverns, which also sounds, in French, 
like Les Cent (100) Tavernes – a brilliant 
play on words! 

THE CONNOISSEUR: Saison 
Framboise (5%, 24 IBU) – Belgian-
inspired seasonal 

Served in a nice tulip goblet, this beer is 
a refreshing, thirst-quenching start on a 
traditionally warm, late August evening. 
The rich fruit aroma tells me that they are 
using raspberry purée and not a bottling 
essence, which often tastes synthetic. 

THE PHILISTINE: Bateleuse Gold 
(4.9%) – amber ale 

This beer was grapefruity, which I 
would normally avoid, but I am always try-
ing to follow Greg’s lead and “expand my 
flavour profile,” as he puts it. Also, he al-
ways leads the gang and me to places 
where Sapporo, Harp and/or nice crisp, 
tasteless lager ain’t. So, how was it drink-
ing a beer with a fruit taste? Not bad. It 
was not overdone, for which I applaud the 
brewer. If all microbrewed ales were flav -
our ed this sparingly, I would feel differ-
ently about the whole genre. (Alas, it is not 
so. Most microbrewers are actually trying 
to create flavour bombs, in my view an 
overcompensation to what is available 
from the macrobrewers.) However, by the 
end of the pint, I was coming around to 
my original point of view on these tastes: 
too much. Maybe a half-pint next time? 

THE CONNOISSEUR: Aller Simple PSC 
(6.3%, 55 IBU) – IPA 

This is definitely a “Hophead’s” IPA. It 
is not balanced as I expected. But I can wear 
the hophead hat if I have to, and I’d better, 
since this is “The Point,” the ancestral home 
of tough Irishmen who built the Victoria 
bridge with their bare hands, not le Plateau, 
home of Ubisoft programmers building 
software. It’s a nice change to tackle bit-
terness, which comes from aggressive use 
of hops during the boiling stage and which 

British IPA brewers seek, 
and not an aromatic 
grapefruit bomb that we 
usually encounter in to-
day’s IPA and that comes 
from adding hops after 
the boil, in a process call -
ed dry hopping. Server 
Gabrielle (a name that is 
strikingly common a -
mong our microbrewery 
servers, in defiance of 
the laws of statistics and 
randomness) Gérin, says 
it’s dry hopped but I’m 
skeptical. This is a nice 
blend of the traditional 
British bitterness with a 
restrained aroma from 
American El Dorado, Mo-
saic and Cascade hop va-
rieties. 

THE PHILISTINE: 
Blonde Helles by Les 3 
Mousquetaires brewery 
(5%) – blonde 

One member of our 
group told me before I 
tried this beer that it was 
peanutty. “Peanutty?” I 
thought. “That can’t be.” 
Boy, was I wrong. This beer is PEANUT-
TY. At first, it seems like a normal blonde, 
the go-to style for lager drinkers in an ale 
world. But under the flow of the beer as 
you drink it and as an aftertaste, there is a 
strong peanut flavour. It is unmistakable. 
In my Philistinal opinion, this is the worst 
blonde that I have ever tasted. Microbrew-
ers: leave some room on your menus for 
the unwashed masses who want beer that 
tastes like beer, and not fruit, hops to the 
power of 10 – or nuts. 

THE CONNOISSEUR: Sans Sûre + 
Cassis (3.7%) – German weissbier 

The brewers have cleverly named this 
entry the “Champagne des Pauvres,” 
which is a double reference: a) to Berliner 
weisse, the champagne of beers, and b) “les 
pauvres,” which references the history of 
the neighbourhood, where an immigrant 
population was the majority and naturally 
had it harder. The clues are that it is served 
in a bowl-shaped goblet with a short stem, 
which is the classic Berliner weisse vessel, 

Photo courtesy of Willem Westenberg
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and the deliberate addition of a syrup, in 
this case, cassis. The classic Berliner weisse 
is either consumed perfectly as is, or is in-
fused with either the essence of woodruff 
or raspberry syrup to take the edge off its 
acidic character. This is one of the world’s 
great aperitifs and it should have been my 
first beer today. If not for the mission of 
exploration at hand, this would be my ses-
sion beer till midnight. Outstanding on its 
own and for the style. 

THE PHILISTINE: Rousse Anglaise by 
La Barberie brewery (4.5%) – rousse 

Next was the rousse. This is a style I 
often (75 percent of the time?) like. It is 
usually not hoppy and usually has no 
other taste aside from its “red taste.” I de-
scribe this “red taste” as brown-sugar 
sweet and I like it. In this case, while the 
flavours of fruit and nuts and hops were 
(thankfully!) absent, I found it tasted like 
brown ale and not a rousse. No sweetness. 
Not for me. 

THE CONNOISSEUR: Bateleuse Gold 
(4.9%) – amber ale 

Let’s see what they do with a basic beer 
that is an entry point for someone new to 
craft beer. Nothing special, but maybe 
that’s the goal. Citra, Centennial and Cas-
cade hops are normally IPA aroma hops, 
but in this case their use is limited to the 
boiling kettle (no dry hopping) and the re-
sult is a bitter, British-style amber, not an 
American citrus bomb. This would win 
over most beer-league players at the West-
mount recreation centre. 

THE PHILISTINE: Charlie Brown 
(6.4%) – dark ale 

After the Rousse Anglaise, I was only 
half way on the journey to the brown side. 
The aptly named Charlie Brown tasted 
“very, very brown,” according to my notes. 

It also tasted roasted, like a stout, nei-
ther of which things I like. But it was very 
smooth, so I got through my offering, 
which, in a rare moment of wisdom, I had 
ordered as a half pint. 

THE CONNOISSEUR: Charlie Brown 
(6.4%) – dark ale 

Wow, what a great dark ale! Rich, malt-
forward complex flavours linger after swal-
lowing and so easy to extinguish. Gone so 
fast. To the person who wishes to avoid 
any hops, this is your beer. Gabrielle says 
that this is the community’s favourite on 
the menu. She also mentioned the brew-
ery’s motto: “Legal since 2018!” For the last 
10 years, Gabrielle and her boyfriend have 
been serving homebrew in their house to 
the community and took donations to run 
the informal operation. Batiment 7, the old 
CN railway locomotive warehouse and co-
op, is the brewery’s new home, which it 
shares with other community-minded 
businesses, like an organic grocery store, a 
bike shop, an art school, a teen centre, a 
daycare and a metal working shop acces-
sible by everyone. This is the new dynam-
ic, sustainable business model of the 
younger generation. 

THE CONNOISSEUR (again): Stout 
(4.7%) – Irish ale 

This tribute to the Irish population of 
The Point is spot on. It is served with ni-
trogen, which you recognize in every pint 
of Guinness because of the beautiful, thick 
creamy head that you sip through. It car-
ries more weight than Guinness, as it 
should, since it has 0.5 percent more alco-
hol. To hit Irish stout so perfectly is the 
mark of a talented brewer. 

THE PHILISTINE Bateleuse Gold 
(4.9%) – amber ale 

I think I went back to the Bateleuse, 
which did not work for me in volume (see 
my initial remarks), but I was a man in the 
wilderness without many options. 

Summary 

THE CONNOISSEUR: This open con-
cept craft brewery had it all for me: simple 
beers that disappear way too fast (Bate -
leuse Gold), craft standards that stand out 
for their originality (Aller Simple IPA), 
and classics that are supremely well made 
(Sans Sûre). It really covers a wide range of 
the ale spectrum. If I want to criticize – no 
lagers. However, when I returned to their 
menu online in December, the first beer 
on the list was a Pilsner. 

When we arrived, there was the gigan-
tic L-Shaped terrace in wood bathing in 
the late summer sun. I couldn’t wait to set 
up outside. But they had not got municipal 
and provincial approval yet. We moved in-
side, which was really big and really 
friendly. I can’t wait to go back for the first 
day of terrace season! 

THE PHILISTINE: Despite the lack of 
beers for me, I really liked this bar. There 
were adults and children milling around 
the building as they made their way to and 
from the co-op’s other units, making the 
whole scene lively. The building is old, but 
the businesses seem new, and the net ef-
fect is one of an urban frontier as en-
trepreneurs take over a “brown fields” site 
and bring commerce back to it. This reju-
venation is in keeping with the pun in the 
bar’s name, which I did not know of until 
Greg explained it here. It seemed natural 
to meet a bartender from a previous out-
ing working there, which we did. He re-
membered us too, which is not quite like 

Cheers’ “where everybody knows your 
name,” but pretty close. And there are hip-
sters! My notes say it is a “jean skirts, ban-
danas and black jeans kind of place.” Fine 
by me. 

Also fine by me was this awesome map 
at the entrance to the men’s room. 

What is its purpose? To find your way 
around if there is a power failure? Now 
that’s thinking ahead. 

And I am very pleased to read that 
Greg’s ongoing research (The Connois-
seur never sleeps) has a found a lager for 
our next visit. Let’s go.

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS
Articles Wanted 

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into ready cash. International 
buyer wants to purchase your antiques, paintings, sterling, china,  crystal, 
gold, jewelry, rare books, memorabilia, sports, postcards, coins, stamps, 
records. 514-501-9072. 

QCNA offers a one-order, one-bill service to advertisers. Call us for details 
on reaching English Quebec, and through classified ads French Quebec and 
every other Canadian province & territory. 819-893-6330. 

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 – MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill. Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. FREE Info & 
DVD: www. NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 1-800-567-0404 Ext:400OT.

Photo: D. Price.

The Connoisseur talking beer with our server 
Gabrielle. One of our group was heard to say, 
“I’m sure he is going to say something and 
there’s going to be a fight.” Photo: D. Price.

Classifieds in the 
Independent 

Why list your goods (or services) 
on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list 

(and sell) locally? 
Buy a classified in the Westmount 

Independent at:. 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Rental in Chile 

Bright, beautiful 2 bdrm home on animal sanctuary in central Chile. Full-
time onsite caretakers, flexible terms/conditions. Email s888th@gmail.com 

Cleaning/Housekeeping 
Two time slots available. Westmount/NDG area. Reliable and thorough, 
home or office, references available. Please call Karen 438-939-4619. 

Window Cleaning 
Best window cleaning: Book now for spring! Free estimate! Pure water 
– Eco friendly Lavage de vitres ODS s.e.n.c. info@lvods.ca 438-407-5658. 

Staff Wanted 
Westmount Dairy Queen, full and part time positions available immedi-
ately. Call Carole 514-260-0422.

front door, and to build a canopy over the 
garage door; 

641 Murray Hill: to replace windows 
and doors and to make a new basement 
access on the side façade; 

156 Metcalfe: at a Category I house, to 
replace the front ground floor windows 
provided a transom is incorporated above 
all four proposed windows, that the dou-
ble-hung windows have a 50/50 split, and 
that the window designated #2 be com-
posed of two double-hung windows below 
the required transom; 

12 de Casson: to replace a door and 
some windows at the rear; 

4350 St. Catherine: at Westmount 
High, to restore the main entrance; 

4146 St. Catherine: to install a sign; 
437 Elm: at a Category I house, to re-

pair the rear balcony.

Permits, cont’d. from p. 17 

Assurance 
Financial 
Reporting

Advisory & Consulting 
Estate & Trust Planning 

Successions

Accounting 
Taxation 

US INCOME TAXES AND COMPLIANCE

www.litwin.ca
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Westmount diva Sharon Azrieli is not 
only an award-winning soprano whose 
voice has been heard live to great acclaim 
around the world: she is also a philan-
thropist. 

Carrying on the legacy of her father 
David Azrieli, she is a board member of 
the Azrieli Foundation and the Azrieli 
Group. 

She conceived of the Azrieli Prize, the 
foundation’s $100,000 composition and 
commission competition. The 2018 edi-
tion is two prizes of $50,000 each that sup-
port the creation and performance of new 
Jewish music. The second biennial prize 
gala took place recently and winners Kelly-
Marie Murphy and Avner Dorman each 
won $50,000. 

Jury members present were Ana 
Sokolovic, Steven Mercurio, Boris Brott 

and Aaron Jay Kernis. The event took 
place at Maison symphonique de Mon-
tréal, where 200 guests attended a cocktail 

dînatoire before the concert. 
The world-première performance fea-

tured Israeli-born composer Avner Dor-

man’s Nigunim for Violin and Orchestra, 
with violin soloist Lara St. John, as well as 
Canadian composer Kelly-Marie Murphy’s 
En el escuro es todo uno, on Sephardic 
themes, with cellist Rachel Mercer and 
harpist Erica Goodman. 

Maestro Yoav Talmi conducted the 
McGill Chamber Orchestra (MCO) for the 
varied programme, which included two 
Hebrew songs performed by Sharon 
Azrieli, who announced the creation of a 
third Azrieli Music Prize (2020), dedicat-
ed to Canadian Music. 

Noted at the event were Sharon’s son 
Matthew Azrieli, mother Stephanie 
Azrieli, and sister Naomi Azrieli, CEO of 
the Azrieli Foundation. 

Enjoying the music were Israel’s 
deputy consul Rotem Segev, Jonathan 
Burnham, director cultural affairs, (with 
his wife Lolitta Dandoy) and Dutch hon-
orary consul general and Westmounter 
Michael Polak (with his wife Penelope). 

Westmounters included Nadia and 
David Sela, Barbara Seal and Moishe Shiv-
ek, Bunny Berke and Larry Lusko, and 
foundation advisor Sam Minzberg with 
his wife Terry. 

Other music lovers 
not ed were Madeleine 

Azrieli Music Prizes awarded by Sharon Azrieli
Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Avner Dorman, Sharon Azrieli, Maestro Yoav Talmi and Kelly-Marie Murphy.

 Westmount – 324 Av. Prince-Albert $1,375,000

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce – 3864 rue Addington $4,750/month Notre-Dame-de-Grâce – 4500 Ch. de la Côte-des-Neiges Multiple Units Avail starting at $275,000

Westmount – 4892 Av. Westmount $1,690,000

B.514.934.1818 
C.514.912.1482 
baudinet@royallepage.ca 

www.baudinet.cabéatrice baudinet

REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Top 1% 
in Canada

INTERGENERATIONAL

AFFORDABLE DOWNTOWN ALTERNATIVEONE-OF-A-KIND

Diamond Award Winner 
Top 10 team for 

Royal Lepage Quebec. 
2009–2017

CLASSIC HOME

BMO Wealth Management is the brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its affiliates, including BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., in 
providing wealth management products and services. ® “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal, used under licence. 
® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bank of Montreal.  
If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information.

Bradley Steinmetz
Investment Advisor and Portfolio Manager

BMO Nesbitt Burns 
1501 McGill College Ave, Suite 3200 
Montreal, QC, H3A 3M8

Tel: 514-282-5825 
bradley.steinmetz@nbpcd.com 
www.steinmetzwealth.com

With us,  
it’s personal.

Please send information for the West-
mount Independent’s spring social cal-
endar to redgrave@videotron.ca

continued on p. 22



Carreau (CEO of the OSM), foundation 
board member Myer Bick and his wife Ca-
role, Morris Fish and Ruth Freiman, Alice 
Hersovitch and Robert Kleinman, Renée 

and Joseph Rouleau, Patrick Corrigan, 
general director Opera de Montréal; Jean 
Dupré, CEO Orchestre Métropolitain; 
Paul Fortin, artistic director Domaine For-
get; and Alain Dancyger, Les Grands Bal-

lets. Graceful orchid arrangements from 
Main Florist added elegance to the event. 

In keeping with the evening’s theme, 
Java U served several dishes with a 
Sephardic theme including Medjool dates 

and ricotta infused with pomegranate 
honey and pistachio; filet mignon skewers 
with chermoula drizzle and Moroccan 
spiced salmon.
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60th ANNIVERSARY!
“It’s not too early to plan your summer/fall 2019 vacation 

and your 2020 vacation.” 
Call us for prices and ideas. 

514-552-1552 
You are welcome to drop in to see our modern new office 

and talk to one of our 9 travel consultants. 
345 Victoria Ave, Suite 301, Westmount H3Z 2N1 
www.vcdtravel.com / info@vcdtravel.com

Andy Dodge & Associates, Inc.
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4

Tel: 514-482-8560
Fax: 514-482-8621

www.andydodgeassociates.com
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data
about Westmount real estate

Social notes, cont’d. from p. 21  

Morris Fish, Myer Bick, Naomi Azrieli and Sam Mintzberg. Ana Sokolovic, Steven Mercurio, Boris Brott and Aaron Jay Kernis.

(left) Michael and 
Pennie Polak, Madeleine 

Carreau, Bunny Berke 
and Larry Lusko. 

(above) Lara St. John. 
(right) Jonathan Burnham 

and Lolitta Dandoy.
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
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William Gong
T. 514-600-6693 | 514-294-5511
william.gong@evcanada.com
williamgong.evcanada.com

International 
Background      

Local Experience
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“Living Memory” by Jessica Houston.

world, the artist celebrates both life and 
imagination. 

“Ivory Luster Basket” consists of a del-
icate, almost transparent, undulating 
form. Rimmed in purple with swirling 
crimson lines, two smaller shapes placed 
within the larger bowl suggest the fragili-
ty of eggs. Similarly, the nested, yellow 
bowls of “Golden Topez Basket” are rim -

med with blue. In contrast, the swirling 
yellow lines of “Sahara Basket Set” are dra-
matic against a translucent, crimson form. 

Textured crimson dissolves to orange 
within “Tuscan Red Seaform,” while the 
exuberant “Violet Persian Pair” is a lime 
and purple floral composition. Detailed 
petal patterns in “Marigold Persian” reflect 
nature’s intricacy as well as Chihuly’s mas-
tery of glass design. This colourful and ex-

Art scene, cont’d. from p. 15  

otic exhibition continues until March 5 at 
Galerie de Bellefeuille’s downtown and 
Greene Ave. location. 

Light and colour 
As artist Hans Hoffman remarked: “In 

nature, light creates the colour. In the pic-
ture, colour creates the light.” In both 
Houston’s and Chihuly’s work, rich colour 
heightens viewer perception of nature or 
sculpture inspired by nature. Their cre-
ative and individual use of light also con-
tributes to transparency of both form and 
event – and to public awareness. Houston 
will speak on her 10-year engagement in 
the far north at the McClure Gallery on 
February 28.

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com
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TMR $2,150,000 
352 Av. Berwick MLS: 25610111 
Fabulous greystone in prime location in TMR 
with a pool. Fully renovated.

WESTMOUNT $1,795,000 
7 Av. Thornhill MLS: 16729278 
Stunning 3-bedroom semi with beautiful garden 
& garage on quaint street.

NUNS’ ISLAND $725,000 
80 rue Berlioz #201 MLS: 13217683 
1500 SF w/ 2 Bdr & 2 garage. Incredible views of 
the landscaped gardens, the pool & the river!

WESTMOUNT ADJ. $1,535,000 
4111 Av. Marlowe MLS: 11026498 
Large 5 Bdr semi w/ garage.

WESTMOUNT ADJ. $535,000 
Le manoir de Belmont MLS: 14454020 
Prime location, 1034 PC offering 2 bedrooms with 
panoramic views.

PLATEAU MONT-ROYAL $1,545,000 
4437 rue De Brébeuf MLS: 10867505 
Stunning property spread over 3 levels, in the 
heart of Plateau w/garage! Completely renovated!

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE $2,695,000 
11 Chelsea Place MLS: 17514933 
Most distinguished townhouse property w/ 5 Bdr + 
2 garages.

WESTMOUNT  
50 Av. Holton MLS: 10904294 
Sold in 6 Days! Collaborating Broker.

Ville-Marie | $2,695,000 | The Gleneagles | MLS: 22538753 | Most amazing unit of 2350 SF offering 3 Bdr + garage & incredible city views!

NEW

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

WESTMOUNT $1,200,000 
2 Westmount Square Exclusive

SOLD

WESTMOUNT  
51 Av. Holton Exclusive 
Georgian style townhouse on the flats!

SOLD SOLD


