WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

Weekly. Vol. 13 No. 2¢ We are Westmount February 19, 2019

A first’ for public libraries in Quebec . Valentine’ s Day at the I:brary
New film streaming service |

to offer 30,000 titles Feb. 20

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Westmount Public Library is trailblaz-
ing again. After many “firsts” over the
years, this time it’s by launching a film
streaming service to members February
20 that provides access to some 30,000
films described as providing “thoughtful”
entertainment.

“We are the first public library in Que-
bec to be offering this service, so we're
very excited,” said Lora Baiocco, online ser-
vices and archives librarian.

The Kanopy video streaming service
that the library is using allows members
holding adult cards to sign up through the
library’s website to start viewing up to four
films per month. While there is children’s
content, she says, it requires the adult card
for access. Children’s cards are issued up
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to age 13 or grade 7.

The films can be streamed from any
computer, television, mobile device or
platform and, if required, by downloading
the Kanopy app for iOS, Android, Ap-
pleTV, chromecast or Roky.

“Our experience with ebooks and
emagazines has shown that people love to
take their library with them wherever they
go and it means the library is always
open,” Baiocco said.

Hard to access elsewhere

The Kanopy service, she explains, pro-
vides access to films of “high quality,

- . Westmount Public Library’s official mascot Flndlay Featherton joined around two dozen children
unique social and cult.‘ural Value.. These.are four years of age and older in the children’s section of the library on February 11 for a pre-
films that are often dlﬂ:laﬂt. or impossible  yentine’s Day event that included crafts. The children spent their time making Valentine’s Day
to access elsewhere.” They include Acade-  cards featuring owls and hot-air balloons with Valentine’s messages attached to present to family
my Award winners, inter- .................. members or friends. Seen in the photo, from left, are Yixuan Miao, Kim Jun, Carolina and Vanessa
national film festival continuedonp.4 Mendez, Findlay Featherton, Eloise Henrich, Stella Caissie and Ruchong Han. puoro: Magrin C. Barey

Deterioration notice for 4030 Dorchester Blvd.’s facade
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o
to encourage repairs
-
BY LAUREEN SWEENEY This notice of deterioration will be reg- " 3
istered and added to the property’s valua-
City council February 4 approved a no-  tion roll and transferred to persons with .
tice of deterioration to be registered specific interests such as banks or mort- .

against a property at 4030 Dorchester gage holders, said Urban Planning direc-
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cates by-law has not been carried out. velopment that gives mu- continued on p. 12
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More safety sought for Tupper/Atwater

Honor Robertson of Clandeboye asked
city council February 4 to address the issue
of public safety at Tupper and Atwater
after a pedestrian was fatally hit while
crossing there December 12.

The accident occurred as the truck was
reported to have left the work site at the
former Children’s Hospital.

Mayor Christina Smith said she had al-
ready told Montreal mayor Valérie Plant
that alleviation of the traffic congestion
“cannot wait another year.” The “massive”
construction project “is completely con-
trolled by Montreal,” she explained.

Police confirmed February 12 that re-
cent traffic changes include traffic limited
to one-way west-bound traffic only on Tup-
per meaning that cars and trucks on At-
water cannot go east onto the congested
street. The lane on the south side of Tup-
per has been sectioned off for occupancy
by trucks only.

This was decided to be the “best op-
tion” after consultation with Montreal
inspectors and project officials, said com-
munity relations officer Adalbert Pi-
mentel. It had initially been understood
that Tupper had been made one-way east
but he confirmed the street is now one-
way west.

Irvine Ave. donates to

As previously reported, the residents of
Irvine Ave., inspired by snow-shovellers-
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(ORT/Ted Wise gal), p. 3

Honor Robertson addresses city council
February 4.

The Depot

for-charity Leff Page and Hans Whitelaw,
have begun a monthly donation to The
Depot (formerly the NDG Food Depot).

Organizer Kate Sutherland Marien told
the Independent by email on February 17
that the first donation, $170, has been de-
livered.

“So far, we are a small group of 10, and
everyone has agreed to a monthly dona-
tion. They are free to donate whatever
amount they can spare that month — it can
change depending on each person’s cir-
cumstances. I collect the actual money,
with my actual hands (no “virtual” activity
here), and take it to the Depot myself.”
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Local police Station 12 has is-
sued a call for crossing guards
to work on call at designated
crossings in Westmount. These
schools are St. Léon’s, Roslyn,
Selwyn House and The Priory.

The job pays $17.89 an hour
and the application deadline is
April 30. Further information is
available at the station (514.280.
0312) as well as from 514.280.
3210 and the website at SPVM-
19-BPRE-900340.
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The crossing guard at Clarke and de Maisonneuve on
February 14, a day with an uncharacteristic amount of

SNow. PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.
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Renovated country estate located on
over 25 acres with 1,476 feet of private
lakefront with its own beach and boat
dock. Large windows and an immense
wrap around deck offer lake views
from every angle. A salt water pool is
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This 8" floor condo features a unique blend of industrial and Art Deco styles, offering 2 closed bedrooms, 2

LUELEY PORR UL

Loading R,

bathrooms, abundant light from windows on 3 sides, plus a garage and locker in a full-service elevator building
with security, modern design elements, and amenities. Ideal as an investment or a pied-a terre. MLS 27751049
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1. Carpet Cleaning Since 1929.
Hand washing of hand made and
machine made carpets. Insect
removal, stain removal, odor |
removal, dusting and disinfectant

services are available.

2. Repairs and Restoration -
Specialized carpet repair and
restoration services since 1929.
Services include fringe replace-

Seen here"on Feb. 6 surrounding their beloved
Scarfy are senior citizens and staff from Con-
tactivity Centre as well as children and staff from
Fun Academy daycare shortly after wrapping the

ment, weaving, binding and cutting.
3. Pick-up & Delivery - We pick up
and deliver your carpets right to
your door.

514-271-7750
6681 Av. Du Parc
Mon to Sat 9am - 4pm
www.raymondandheller.com

L O O\ \ N\ \ N\

sculpted dog with a 23-foot scarf.

Westmount Park dog ‘Scarfy’ will be warm this winter

By MARTIN C. BARRY

A well-loved dog that sits at the Lans-
downe Ave./de Maisonneuve Blvd. en-

Does your house have issues?
Do you want to sell it?

If you own a property that has issues such as
asbestos, mold, pyrite, water infiltration, or
structural or foundation problems, [ have
pre-qualified clients that are ready to buy
these types of properties, without any

legal warranty, at fair market price!

We can notarize the sale within two weeks

or at your convenience.

Barry Kazandjian

Real estate broker - Re/Max 3000 Inc.

514-802-6789 ¢ kazablg@hotmail.com

This advertisement is not a solicitation to put your property on the market.
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trance to Westmount Park will be a little
less cold over the remainder of this winter
now that there’s a very long hand-knitted
scarf wrapped around its neck.

While the canine is a sculpture, seniors
and children who are regulars at the Con-
tactivity Centre and the Fun Academy day-
care (both based at Westmount Park Unit-
ed Church) have become attached to the
dog since it was first installed two sum-
mers ago.

So much, in fact, that they decided to
name it “Scarfy” shortly after wrapping
their 23-foot scarf around the dog’s neck
on February 6.

The scarf was an intergenerational arts
project. Seniors from Contactivity spent
two to three weeks knitting it, while the
children from the daycare helped out with
some pom-pom attachments. In all, the
project took a few weeks.

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

“Last week, the seniors were together
with the children when they put the pom-
poms on the scarf,” said Contactivity Cen-
tre’s media coordinator Angelina Hum.

Paul Bode from Westmount’s Public
Works department was on hand to help
the team of toddlers and seniors place
their collective creation on the sculpture.

The intergenerational art program was
made possible through funding and sup-
port provided by the federal New Horizons
for Seniors Project. At times over the
course of the past year, the funding al-
lowed Contactivity Centre to have an art
teacher and art therapist, while also pay-
ing for the purchase of art supplies.

Library, cont’d. from p.1

favourites, a wide collection of foreign lan-
guage films, current documentaries and
the Criterion Collection of older and mod-
ern classics.

“I think people will be delighted by op-
tions not seen in other popular streaming
services,” she adds.

This is the only one being offered by
the library and was selected after consul-
tation with libraries in other provinces and
the United States that cater to similar pop-
ulations as Westmount, she said.

Drop-in demonstration sessions will
take place at the library February 27 from
2 to 4 pm and March 7 from 10 am to
noon. “For anyone unable to attend at
those times, we're always here to help, the
reference desk being the first step for in-
quiries.”
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Replica additions: ‘streetscape coherent’

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

How do “replica” extensions to West-
mount buildings — or even new homes
built to replicate others — fit in to the her-
itage preservation of historic or older
neighbourhoods?

That was a question asked to city coun-
cil February 4 by Fred Girvin, a resident of
Victoria Ave., who said “When you try to
make an extension look historic, there’s no
distinction between the old and new.”

He suggested this was “deceitful” and
could be misleading to an observer.

“We're looking for some coherence on
the streetscape,” explained Councillor
Conrad Peart, urban planning commis-
sioner for permits and architecture. The
city is nearly fully built, he pointed out,
and when a new house is being consid-
ered, “we look at it very carefully. We want
it to be the Category I home of tomorrow.”

Girvin also asked if the city had looked
into the use of modern building materials
rather than building “faux chdteaux.”

Mayor Christina Smith said, “I don’t
think we have any faux chdteaux.” Peart
noted there was a distinction between
building materials and style. When it
comes to stone, for example, the city has a
masonry requirement.

g L
L

This building at 50 Academy Rd., centre, was built after a fire on April 17, 2000 and was designed
to fit into the streetscape. It opened in June 2003. The photograph was taken on February 15.

Councillor Cynthia Lulham, urban
planning commissioner for zoning, eco-
nomic development and parks, added that
the difference between an original build-
ing and a replicated new addition is usu-
ally “subtle,” to which Girvin said it need-
ed to be “radical”

He said that replica additions were not

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

permitted in at least one jurisdiction he
knew of.

Among some of the notable additions
in Westmount that blend into the original
and provide “coherence” in the neigh-
bourhood are the Gallery at Victoria Hall
and the 2002 Stanton St. extension to Sel-
wyn House School, the Speirs building.
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CITY WORKER TAKES TIME
TO DIG OUT DRIVER

This morning [February 13], I took a
few photographs of the effects of the over-
night snowstorm. A woman across the
street was digging out her car on de Mai-
sonneuve Blvd. She had been digging for
about 30 minutes when a city snow plow
appeared, of course, concentrating snow
away from the centre to the side of the
street. I thought, “Uh oh. More snow for
her to shovel.”

But no, the snowplow slowed and stop-
ped, then the operator manoeuvred his ve-
hicle (no easy feat given its size and the
tight space he had to work with) and in
two or three gentle sweeps, cleared the
huge snow bank in front of her car (see
photo). She still had a lot of shoveling to
do, but significantly less than before the
snowplow operator came along. When I
looked out again 20 minutes later, she had
gone.

I was overwhelmed and delighted by
such kindness and thoughtfulness, and
hope that you will share this good news
story with your other readers. I will pass
on my appreciation to the city, which I
trust will pass it on to its work crews. They
deserve our thanks.

CATHERINE DUFF-CARON,
DE MAISONNEUVE

INDEPENDENT GOOD,
BUT DOES NOT PUBLISH
ENOUGH LEVINE

I read with sadness your editorial re-
garding Bill 122 (February 12, p. 8), your

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

"-- -"'ri'f q"i\"-h

request that people take action, and the
end of the Free Press.

As an activist of 31 years’ standing, I
can testify that the public is fantastic when
it comes to “talking the talk,” but abso-
lutely terrible with “walking the walk.”

The replacement of community news-
papers by community Facebook groups
leaves much to be desired.

Subjective views being expressed by in-
dividuals being given as much credence as
fact is the norm and hideous to see.
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While the I ndependent does not publish
my letters often enough concerning the in-
ability of most politicians to do, fully, what
is in the obvious best interest of humani-
ty, it’s a very small price to pay for a good
community newspaper that the Indepen-
dent is, and hopefully will always be.

MURRAY LEVINE, DORVAL

Editor’s reply: Our decision not to publish
your letters is not personal. Much of your
ire in recent years has been directed at the
Tour de l'ile and, whenever I have checked
recently, it does not go through West-
mount, which is our focus. Thank you for
the kind words. — DP.

CLEAR SNOW — AND ICE

Clearing of snow from the city’s side-
walks and streets is one challenge for the
administration. However, this accomplish-
ment is only half the job. I have noticed icy
patches that stretch from one to six feet
running from the curbside into the street
on many roads. This has the effect of lim-
iting car traffic to one lane and making
parking very tricky. More importantly,
these icy formations cause untold hard-
ship to pedestrians trying to cross the road
without falling and injuring themselves.
After cleaning the roads and the side-
walks, these dangerous icy obstacles
should also be removed from the street to
afford safe conduct to cars and pedestri-
ans alike.

Tim CARSLEY, BARAT RD.

Editor’s note: In three cases in the last two
or three weeks, I have seen workers doing

exactly what you are asking them to do:
using a plough to scrape the ice bed that
forms in the “L” where the vertical wall of
the sidewalk meets the road surface. — DP.

ON SCHOOL BOARDS, COMBINE
IDEAS OF CAQ AND LIBERALS

As a supporter of the Coalition Avenir
Québec’s (CAQ’s) education plan, permit
me to take issue with some of the com-
ments made by Liberal MNA Jennifer
Maccarone in an interview with CTV
Montreal on January 17, “MNA and former
QESBA chief on EMSB inquiry.”

In her criticism of the CAQ, which [at
the time] had only sat in the National As-
sembly for two weeks, she strongly hints
that the call for an inquiry into the English
Montreal School Board by Education min-
ister Jean-Frangcois Roberge, a former
teacher, is “self-serving.”

That is not so. Somebody has to clean
up the mess in some of the English school
boards, which she overlooked as president
of the Quebec English School Boards As-
sociation (QESBA).

Consider last year’s warnings by
QESBA former president, and then execu-
tive-director, Marcus Tabachnick in three
English newspapers: Montreal Gazette
(Opinion, April 23), and letters in the
Sherbrooke Record (April 18) and the Que-
bec Chronicle-Telegraph (April 25).

“Some of the English school boards
have suffered through several years of po-
litical unrest, internal turmoil and disrup-
tive squabbles with employees, the public
and the media. There seems to be a lack
of clear, coherent leadership. Boards, indi-
vidually and through their collective asso-
ciation, have been unable to achieve very
much since they were able to put down
Bill 86.”

Education is a serious matter. MNA
Maccarone should know when to stop
playing politics.

That said, Education minister Roberge
has said he’s willing to listen to sugges-
tions concerning the CAQ school gover-
nance plan.

Rather than fight, why not expend our
energy, save time and money, and take ad-
vantage of the offer?

Let’s pick the better features of Bill 86
of the Couillard government, which was
voted in by 1.7 million voters in 2014, and
combine them with what the Legault gov-
ernment is proposing.

After all, more than 3.2 million Quebe-
cers cast their ballots for the aforemen-
tioned majority governments with clear
mandates to deal with much-needed
school board reform.

CHRis EUSTACE, PIERREFONDS



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - February 19, 2019 — 7

McEntyre’s 2019 theme: ‘It’s Okay to be Different’
Contest also open to local

residents at other schools

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Of the record-setting 1,812 participants
from kindergarten through high school
who entered last year’s rendition of the
city’s McEntryre Writing Competition,
most were submitted by students under
the banner of Westmount schools. Only
nine came from local residents attending
schools elsewhere.

“This year we're trying to make all chil-
dren living in Westmount aware that they
are eligible to participate regardless of
where they go to school,” said chief judge
Rosalind Davis in providing the figures.

“The city reaches out to individual
schools within the community but the
competition is also open to residents who,
like one of last year’s top winners from
LCC, may attend a school in a neighbour-
ing municipality.” Members of a West-
mount library are also eligible.

With March break approaching, she
said, this is an ideal time for children —
and their parents — to start thinking about
the theme of this year’s competition: “It’s
Okay to be Different.” The deadline for

submissions at the Westmount Public Li-
brary is April 5.

The competition was established
through a trust fund set up more than 45
years ago by the late Peter McEntyre,
mayor from 1969 to 1971. His aim was to
help generate interest in the community.

But after organization of the competi-
tion was taken over directly as a program
of the children’s department of the library
in 2001, the number of entries has more
than tripled from 568 that year, according
to children’s librarian Wendy Wayling.

The many cash awards, along with the
purchase of books for the library in each
winner’s name, are now funded by the city
since depletion of the original trust fund

McEntyre launched the competition by
donating his own mayoral salary after he
refused to accept it after the Quebec gov-
ernment required municipal mayors and
councillors to be compensated financially.
Until that time, it had been a tradition in
Westmount for council members to serve
as part of civic duty.

More information on participation is
available at the library or on its website.

INTRODUCING

Westmount Adj — 3495 Av. de Vendéme

$1,495,000 — MLS 9276005
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1270 Av. des Pins O., apt. 1, Golden Square Mile

$ 1,325,000

INTRODUCING !

$ 825,000

3465 Rue Simpson, apt. 201, Golden Square Mile

Elegant condo featuring 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms.

Stunning century 1,772 sqft condo spanning three floors,
featuring 2+1 bedrooms, 2+1 bathrooms, A/C, and a
heated in-ground saltwater pool, a terrace and a balcony,
as well as parking and views. Gorgeous !

bscullion@sutton.com
www.brigidscullion.com

GROUPE SUTTON-CENTRE O

JEST INC

This turn-of-the-century converted mansion includes
gorgeous wood floors, high ceilings, two fireplaces, A/C,
one outdoor parking, as well as a private terrace overlooking
large trees. Urban living at its best !

BRIGID SCULLION
514.235.7878

$ 1,999,900

351-353 Awv. Victoria, Westmount

NEW PRICE !

Rare opportunity right in the heart of Victoria Village.
This semi-detached commercial duplex has a 3 car
garage and 3 outdoor parking spots. Excellent investment
property, business opportunity, or whatever you can
imagine !

AVENDRE
FOR/SALE

Westmount, Québec, H3Z 2A4
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Roberts’ Valentine show Danse/Romance opens at Bilboquet

From left, Westmounters Bruce Roberts and Anna Gedalof with Bilboquet owner Yann Perez at
his ice cream shop and deli on February 14. The occasion was a vernissage for Roberts’ tango

paintings.

PHOTO: HEATHER BLACK.

LUXURY HOMES

| FOR RENT

CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE
SELECTION OF LUXURY HOMES FOR
RENT IN GREATER MONTREAL.

WITH GROUPE COPLEY’S OWN
DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM, WE WANT TO ENSURE
THAT YOUR RENTAL EXPERIENCE IS TRULY
OUTSTANDING WITH US.

View all our homes at

GROUPECOPLEY.COM

Serving executives, athletes,
and professionals since 1998

QUESTIONS? ASK PENNY
INFO@GROUPECOPLEY.COM OR
514.656.6437 ext.0

By HEATHER BLACK

A Valentine vernissage of Bruce
Roberts’ colourful paintings of tango
dancers took place at Bilboquet West-
mount on February 14.

Painted canvases of dramatic dancers
in red attire and eight posters — many
from his 2009 Hotel Meridien exhibition
— warmed the interior of the Sherbrooke
St. ice-cream parlour and lent a festive air
to the day.

Known for horses

Although the artist is known for elegant
equine paintings and drawings — he was
awarded the 2001 Governor General’s
Award for his illustrations in Fidéles
éléphants — two recently painted canvases
of dancers were displayed.

“What I paint is movement — horses, bi-

Police Report

cycles or people,” Roberts said. “The con-
tinuity in my work comes from drawing
live that conveys intimacy.”

This is not the artist’s first Valentine ex-
hibition and he has held past holiday
shows in laundromats as well as galleries.
His life partner, artist Anna Gedalof
added, “The theme of dancers is romantic
and fun, and opening the show on Valen-
tine’s Day fits with falling in love in an ice-
cream parlour.”

Bilboquet Westmount’s proprietor,
Yann Perez, is also a painter. Since taking
possession last May, he has displayed not
only his own lively abstracts but also
artists from the Westmount community.

Noting Roberts’ fluid sketch style, he
commented, “Each artist has their spe-
cialty!” Danse/Romance continues until
March 14 at Le Glacier Bilboquet West-
mount, 4864 Sherbrooke St.

Police investigating
upper Westmount ‘party theft’

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. have
launched an investigation following an al-
leged theft incident during a party thrown
at an upper Westmount home on the
evening of February 9 when property
worth more than $5,000 was allegedly
stolen.

“There was an event that took place ata
household,” said Station 12 community re-
lations officer Adalbert Pimentel. “The
resident had a party at their house with
guests.”

Although Pimentel said the police have
the name of a suspect, he added that he
was not in a position to release more in-
formation as it is still under investigation.

Break-in on Clarke Ave.?

Police from Station 12 found signs of a
break-in and burglary after they respond-
ed to an alarm that was set off on an upper
level of an apartment building on Clarke
Ave. near St. Catherine St. during the mid-
afternoon of February 10.

According to Pimentel, the officers met
the building’s administrator who in-
formed them that the building maintains
a high level of security, including restrict-
ed access to an elevator by electronic entry
cards.

“There was an alarm that was detected
by movement at the level of the roof,” said
Pimentel.

The administrator told the police that

after the alarm was triggered, he noticed
that a drawer inside a lobby-level security
office had been damaged and broken into
and a set of keys normally in the drawer
were not in their usual place.

A computer and monitor were also re-
ported missing from the security office.
The incident remains under investigation.

Robbery by movers?

A cautionary tale for those who may be
caught up in the hectic process of moving.

A woman who was moving out of a de
Maisonneuve Blvd. dwelling between Jan-
uary 29 and February 1 filed a complaint
with police at Station 12 in which she al-
leged she was robbed by members of the
moving company staff.

The moving company had sent six
male employees to move furniture and
other belongings belonging to the com-
plainant.

When the move was completed, the
woman gave them a tip of $100, according
to the police report.

As she told police, however, she later
noticed that a wallet containing additional
cash that she had left out in the open while
dealing with an issue elsewhere in her
home was no longer in the same place
when she returned.

“With hustle and bustle of moving, she
didn’t make an issue of it at the time,” said
Pimentel. It was only a few days later that
she noticed the money was missing from
the wallet.
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many awards and medals she’s won

Garson hopes to be el ity 9

the next Miss Québec

By MARTIN C. BARRY

A 21-year-old resident of Westmount’s
Grosvenor Ave. with a talent for gymnas-
tics and cheerleading is one of 12 finalists
hoping to be chosen as the next Miss
Québec during a pageant being held in
early March.

Born and raised in Westmount, Han-
nah Garson is currently an undergraduate
student of psychology at Concordia Uni-
versity. A longtime devotee of cheerlead-
ing and gymnastics, she also works part-
time as a coach for a gymnastics club in
LaSalle.

Hannah decided to sign up as a Miss
Québec contestant for a $250 registration
fee, after learning about the contest dur-
ing a cheerleading event where a Miss
Québec representative was sitting at a
kiosk.

“I wanted a new experience, I wanted
to try something new — make friends and
see what opportunities it might bring me,”
she said, explaining what motivated her. “I
just want to show everyone who I am and
be myself. I want to be calm, be confident
and just do my best.”

BOWSER & BLUE

+URGANIG&

Based out of offices in
Longueuil on Montreal’s
South Shore, the Miss
Québec contest organiza-
tion offers three titles in
all, the other two being
Miss Pre-Teen Québec
and Miss Teen Québec.

While the days of wom-
en’s competitions as beau-
ty contests are for the
most part over, Miss
Québec has retained some
of the traditional ele-
ments, says Garson, in-

cluding point-scoring for &

things like posture and
poise.

While Miss Québec
will ultimately be chosen
by a panel of judges,
members of the public
will also get a chance to
vote for their favourite
candidate through the
Miss Québec website. Fif-
teen percent of each can-
didate’s total score will be

Le samedi février 2019 au Victoria Hall

Saturday, February 23, 20192 at Victoria Hall
4626, rue Sherbrooke Ouest, Westmount. Pcrtes cUnwit®es B I h 30. Bar payant.

Billets 30 $ : Disponibles au Victoria Hall, la Bibliothéque publique de Westmount,
ou en ligne a Eventbrite.ca

4626 Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount. Doors cpen B:30 mm. Cash Bar.
Tickets $30: Available at Victoria Hall, the Westmount Puldis Libraty,

or online at Eventbrite.ca

competing in cheerleading and gym-
nastics, Hannah Garson of Grosvenor
Ave. is hoping to become the next Miss
Québec.

determined this way. Although the
pageant organizers charge a fee to
vote (ranging from $2 per vote to $20
for 100), a significant portion is do-
nated to the Operation Enfant Soleil
children’s charity.

Hannah’s interest in cheerleading
has resulted in her attending the
World Cheerleading Champion-
ships for the past three years. Her
team, the Ace Athletics Ignites, fin-
ished fourth in the world on one oc-
casion. In gymnastics, Hannah con-
siders her biggest accomplishment
was competing in the 2012 Eastern
Canadian Gymnastics Champi-
onships.

Westmounters who might want to
vote for Hannah or read an online

. profile about her can do so at the fol-

lowing website: www.missquebec.ca/
hannah-g. A gala evening event dur-
ing which Miss Québec will be cho-
sen will be taking place at the Sher-
aton Hotel in Laval on March 2. Vot-
ing online will be taking place until
March 2 at noon.

STIKKI PEACHES
MR.BRAINWASH
BANKSY
CLEON PETERSON
WHATISADAM
STEVEN SPAZUK
LAURENCE VALLIERES
LOGAN HICKS
ABIGAIL COLDMAN
MARIE-CLAUDE MARQUIS

3523 BOUL. SAINT-LAURENT

REPRESENTING MONTREAL, QC, H2X 2Té

N _ Info : 514 989-5226 MR BRAINWASH TEL. 514.849.8016
o | e westmount.org . WWW.STATION16GALLERY.COM
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WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE

*Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and

History by
the House

ANDY DODGE

Staining :
*Kitchen Cabinets One of Westmount’s most remote
*Fine Furniture areas, apparently left almost completely

fallow until the 1930s despite various ef-
forts to build it up, is Oakland Ave.

Originally known simply as “Conces-
sion 622C,” it seems the top of West-
mount’s mountain was originally a land
grant to Jean Cousineau, one of the first
habitants to venture west from the settle-
ment of Ville Marie, who seemed more in-
terested in developing the “Coste Notre
Dame des Vertus,” what we know now as
Ville St. Laurent. In 1713, he sold the
mountain land to Paul Decarie, son of
Jean Descaries dit Lehoux, the patriarch of
the Decarie family; the land passed
through four more generations of De-
caries until finally arriving with Julie De-
carie, wed to Jean-Baptiste Monarque, by
about 1857.

(These transfers were described in Janet
MacKinnon’s University of Montreal mas-
ter’s thesis “The Settlement and Rural
Domestic Architecture of Cote Saint-An-
toine, 1675-1874.7)

The strip of land — eventually renum-
bered 282 — led north from what is now
The Boulevard and included what was
then Montarville Ave. (now Aberdeen) and
the site of the old St. George’s Snowshoe
Club, one of Montreal’s original athletic
clubs (which has now become the ele-
mentary section of St. George’s School).
That club attracted Montreal’s famous
photographer, William Notman; since the
mountain area was now becoming the
municipality of Notre Dame de Grice
(1874) and attracting the interest of Mon-
treal’s English-speaking establishment.
Notman purchased from Julie Decarie the

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

We all need electricity!

SiIMPKIN

MASTER ELECTRICIANS
Serving Westmount for over 60 years

Specialized in renovations
for older homes
Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

514'481 '0125 5800 St. Jacques W.

Le corporation
des maitres électriciens
du Québec

6D
av

Arthur Younanian
Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

=

area north of the club headquarters, reach-
ing up the mountain along the edges of a
substantial cliff overlooking Cote des
Neiges.

By 1887, Notman and his friends
William Angus, John MacFarlane, Alex-
ander Ramsay and others formed a com-
pany called Westmount Homestead Com-
pany Ltd., comprising all of their land
holdings, which basically included most of
the mountaintop area, stretching north
from what is now The Boulevard. It was
clear that the view of the river was what at-
tracted them, so in 1892 they sold off the
wooded area and cliffside to Joshua Bell, a
butter and cheese merchant, for $20,000.

Bell sells land, height restriction
to McGill’s observatory

According to a brief biography in Men
of Canada (1893), it was more Bell’s son,
John W. Bell, who had an interest in de-
veloping the area, but the Lovell’s Direc-
tory listing for Joshua shows he lived in
Westmount (with his son) starting in 1894
and his residence held the name “Crag-

<
)\ 4
LITWIN CPA INC

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS
wwwv.litwin.ca

Assurance Advisory & Consulting Accounting
Financial Estate & Trust Planning Taxation
Reporting Successions

US INCOME TAXES AND COMPLIANCE

4999 STE-CATHERINE ST. W., SUITE 250, WESTMOUNT, QUEBEC H3Z 1T3
T: 514-489-4956

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates

e BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

49 Oakland Ave.: Back of the mountain

McGill University — The Royal Insti-
tution for the Advancement of Learning —
was granted a large part of the forest at the
top of the mountain in 1895 and began
plans to develop an observatory there, but
needed some extra land, which they pur-
chased from Bell in addition to a height re-
striction on the rest of the property, to en-
sure the visibility of the stars from the
observatory. This was readily granted and
has been referenced in all of the title deeds
ever since.

Joshua Bell’s name, and that of his
firm, Bell, Simpson & Co. (provisions, pro-
duce and commission merchants), disap-
peared from Lovell’s Directory in 1902,
about the time the Merchant’s Bank won a
major lawsuit against him and seized his
property. It took exactly three years for the
Royal Bank of Canada — which Merchant’s

JOUEZ PRUDEMMENT™

Les enfants amputés
® quiont perdu un
membre en raison
d’'un accident,
comme Flavien,

ont un important
message de prudence
a transmettre

aleurs pairs :
«Repérez les dangers
avant de commencer
a vous amuser! »

ol &

Pour en savoir plus ou obtenir des
ressources sur la prévention, rendez-vous a

amputesdeguerre.ca/jouez-prudemment.

Les Amputés de guerre
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Goad’s Atlas of 1912 shows neatly subdivided lots throughout the back side of Westmount mountain (but no houses)
with the names Hillcrest, Park Crescent and Bellevue applied to what we know as Roxborough, Surrey Gardens and
Oakland Ave. Shorncliffe is named Holt Crescent elsewhere on the map. Another street, Normont Ave., was supposed
to connect to the planned Ridgewood Ave. area, with a small cul-de-sac called Eastmont Ave. None of that ever came

to pass.

Bank had become — to actually carry out
the seizure of 59 subdivisions, then only
two months before they sold six of those,
along what they called Bellevue Ave.
(which is now Oakland Ave.), to Elvira
Webber, wife of Allan R. Oughtred, QC.
Nothing was built on the lots for the next
five years until it was purchased in 1911 by
Edward Norman Lewis, former mayor of
Goodrich, Ontario, and then the member
of parliament for Huron West. Apparently
he never moved east before selling a year
later to a Westmounter, Frederick G.
Tester, from 369 Prince Albert Ave., de-
scribed by Lovell’s simply as an employee
of the Montreal Gazette. Tester then sold
to a building contractor, Stephen Whitaker
of Addington Ave., who made plans for
construction of a house on 1%2 lots.

John W. Bell, Joshua’s son, was still de-
termined to develop the land, however,
and formed a company called Residue In-
vestment, which bought back all six of the
lots in 1923. Still, not until 1936 — when

the name of Oakland Ave. was finally es-
tablished — did Charles Shaw Bradeen,
secretary of Canadian Fairbanks Morse
Co. Ltd., buy the 1¥2 lots where Whitaker
had planned to build, and construct what
today is 49 Oakland Ave.

$1 plus consideration

Once built, Bradeen sold the house to
William Rothwell McMaster, an auditor
with Rutherford, Molson, Williamson &
Cushing. He lived there for almost four
decades before selling to Joachim Hunger,
a financial advisor, and his wife, Ute
Szigetter. Perhaps because of their involve-
ment in the accounting world, three con-
secutive sales were registered at “$1 and
other good and valuable considerations,”
with no indication of the market value of
the property.

In 1976, the Hungers sold to Dr. José A.
Adura-Miranda, a family medicine spe-
cialist at University of Montreal and McGill,
who lived on Oakland for three years before

selling to Patrick Baviere
and Christine Delorme.
They paid $118,000 in a
year when top-of-the-
mountain homes were
selling for an average
$188,000. Much of this
had to do with the con-
struction, in 1964, of the
huge 3620 Ridgewood
Ave. apartment building
directly behind the hous-
es, an example of zoning
conflicts along munici-
pal borders. (Two other
houses on that side of
Oakland Ave. sold that
year for $115,000 and
$138,000.)

Still, that impediment
.. did not stop buyers from
choosing this property;
it has sold five times since
then (plus a guaranteed-
price takeover) for prices
up to $1,735,000, the
most recent sale in 2015. The current mu-
nicipal valuation of the property is
$1,825,400.

HISTORY OF 49 OAKLAND AVE.

(since construction)
Date Buyer Price
27 Apr 1938 William Rothweil McMaster $1
15 May 1975 Joachim E. Hunger
& Ute Szigetter $1
23 Sep 1976 Dr. José A. Adura Miranda $1
28 May 1979 Patrick Baviére &

Christine Delorme $118,000
15Jul 1985  Axel Conradi &

Mildred Steel $225,000
11Aug 1989 Royal LePage

Real Estate Services $496,500
20 Sep 1989 Gad Shaanan &

Suzan Gillick $490,000
04 Jul 2001 Ian Thornton Clark $1,000,000
17 Nov 2003 Hassan Halabian &

Tayebeh Amiri Moradi  $1,080,000
29 May 2015 ShanLin Zhu &

RuiFang Li $1,735,000

RONDA BLY
Estate & Moving Sales

CERTIFIED APPRAISER
MEMBER OF THE
CANADIAN PERSONAL PROPERTY
APPRAISERS GROUP
EXPERT EVALUATIONS
FULL PROFESSIONAL SETUPS
COMPLETE CLEANUP AVAILABLE

WE BUY CANADIAN PAINTINGS
CONTACT: 514 236-4159
WWW.RONDABLY.COM

SETTING THE STANDARD
IN ESTATE SALES SINCE 1998

WIREZES
L—-’f Westmount
60th ANNIVERSARY!

“It’s not too early to plan your summer/fall 2019 vacation
and your 2020 vacation.”

Call us for prices and ideas.

514-552-1552

You are welcome to drop in to see our modern new office
and talk to one of our 9 travel consultants.

345 Victoria Ave, Suite 301, Westmount H3Z 2N1
www.vcdtravel.com / info@vcdtravel.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Don Sancton and David Price on “The
role of Westmount’s newspapers in shap-
ing the community” for the Westmount
Historical Society. Westmount Public Li-
brary, 4574 Sherbrooke St. West. 7 to 9 pm.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Bowser and Blue’s Local, Organic and
Sustainable. with guest star Peter Trent.
$30. Victoria Hall. 7 pm.
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 28
Marianopolis College launches Yasod-
hara: A Novel about the Buddha’s Wife by
Professor Vanessa R. Sasson. 4873 West-
mount Ave. 6:15-7:30 pm.

GOOSE ROCRS BEACH
at RENNEBUNRPORT,
MAINE N N N N7 N \\“w/
Enjoy Ocean Vtews and

listening to crashing waves!
Available: July 2019
And a few Spring & Fall dates also available
3 Bedrooms, 3 Full bathrooms and
all the conveniences you may need.
The home sleeps 10, offers bikes,
kayaks and everything for the beach.
For info, rates, and dates
please contact: karielly@aol.com
or call/text: 781-363-3759

Manoir Westmount

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

Very affordable all inclusive rates...

v All meals ¢ Medication distribution

v Daily tea v 24 hour security

v Daily housekeeping ¢ 24 hour nurse

v Personal Laundry ¢ Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.

4646 Sherbrooke Street West 3%,
Westmount, QC H3Z 278

For an appointment to view, please call

514,937.3943
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Dorchester, cont’d. from p.1

nicipalities more powers in the event a
building is “decrepit or dilapidated” and
requires maintenance attached to public
safety.

“It’s the first time we have used this
tool,” Flies explained. “It gives municipal-
ities new powers to put pressure on a
property owner without having to obtain

= 7
' Daril
[

Across the road:
150 feet of your own prlvate lakefront lncludlng beach cabin

= kitchen/dining

S g e ST T

Lake Champlam lakefront house
. -9 for rent by the week 6 |

burgh area), N

February 19, 2019

gt WA R,

an injunction in Quebec Superior Court,
an expensive procedure.”
Pilot project

He said the Westmount action “is a pilot
project and we'll see how it stands the test.”
This case involves a castle-like house at
the west outlet of Weredale Park where
some 15 stones were reported falling from

a J |

e

"----

4030 Dorchester on October 26, 2016 (left) and February-14 (right).

the facade October 26, 2016 (see story
November 1, 2016, p. 6). At that time, tar-
paulins were used to prevent more from
falling and the sidewalk was barricaded to
protect pedestrians.

Since then, “we have exhausted our
(other) tools to ensure the repairs are
made,” Flies said.

Following the recommendations of a

View from the front deck.

third-party engineer hired by the city to as-
sess the risks, fences have been installed
at the front and back of the property to
provide a safety perimeter. While there is
no immediate danger, Flies said, the situ-
ation cannot be allowed to go on.

“It’'s an underlying issue of what hap-
pens when a building is not maintained,”
he explained.

= e o

room'& large frent-dec"k 0_washer &"d'f’yer

¢ large front and back lawns on 1-acre property
¢ parking for 3+ vehicles
TV/Netflix, internet/wifi included
¢ views of Vermont and Green Mountains
1 hour and 20 minutes from Montreal ¢ 15 minutes to Plattsburgh
¢ 10 minutes to Ausable Chasm ¢ 45 minutes to Whiteface
(Lake Placid +15 min.]) ¢ Three golf courses nearby

valcourcottage@gmail.com ¢ 514-458-8031

View.from the private beach+
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ORT/Ted Wise gala was fabulous — and ‘magical and mysterious’

Social Notes

VERONICA REDGRAVE

The ORT Montreal Ted Wise Montreal
Benefit Gala for Jewish Education attract-
ed a sold-out audience.

After 35 years, the ORT Montreal Gala
was renamed in honour of Ted Wise,
whose family endowed the gala so that all
the funds raised could be used for educa-
tion. ORT Montreal partnered with Akiva
School, Camp B’nai Brith of Ottawa, Con-
gregation Beth Tikvah, Ecole Maimonide,
Hebrew Academy, Hebrew Foundation
School, JPPS/Bialik High School, JPPS
Children’s Center, Rohr Chabad of NDG,
United Talmud Torah/Herzliah High
School and the Donald Berman Yaldei De-
velopmental Centre.

Guests — actually a crowd of 1,500 — ar-
rived eagerly early and then waited pa-
tiently for the doors of Place des Arts to
finally open. Buffets were displayed beau-
tifully — but only for a nanosecond. Hun-
gry arrivals quickly ravaged the sushi and
ribs tables in the shoulder-squeezing
space. The evening’s entertainment was
the famed Magical Mystery Tour, a Beatles
tribute band. They performed live with an
orchestra from McGill’s Schulich School
of Music. Completing the mood, they

Jeff and Geraldine Hart.

Eleanor Wiseman-Berenbaum, and Gale and Dr. Lorne Wiseman.

wore marvelous colourful costumes with
gilded epaulets, referencing the psychedel-
ic feeling of the 1960s. And, of course,
their hair was Beatles shaggy.

Gala chair was Dr. Lorne Wiseman, co-
president of ORT Montreal, attending

with his wife Gale Wiseman. Other co-
pres-es were ORT grad Jacob Kincler (at-
tending with Dida Berku), and Arthur
Silber. Noted in the crowd were West-
mounters Francine and Robert Wiseman,
Susan Libman and Barry Pascal, Judy and

.\
Mark Caplan and Barry Pascal.

Mark Caplan, Marlene and Joel King, as
well as Jill Chandler and Jeffery Climan,
Barry Kotler, Josh Ostrega and Chelsea
Dalfen, Brian Pinchuk, Dana and Jona-
than Goodman with son

Noah, Lillian Vineberg continued on p. 14

Adelia and David Bensoussan, Jacob Kincler and Mayer Ghoddoussi.
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Social notes, cont’d. from p.13

Goodman and Morris Goodman, Anne
and Mayer Ghoddoussi (ORT graduate
and board vp), Adelia and David Bensou-
san, Selina and Ross Paperman (fabulous
auctioneer!), Debra Margles and Pino
Forgione, Eleanor Wiseman-Berenbaum,
Mayer Ghoddoussi, Brenda and Sam
Guwerz, Larry and Rina Fisher, Rachel
Cohen and Martin Lucht, Geraldine and
Jeff Hart, and Emmanuel Kalles, ORT ex-
ecutive director.

Event sponsors were Arlene Wise,
Cheri, Jeff, Greg and Lucas Wise, Jessica
and David Baazov, and Dana and Jonathan

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity & ——
Expertise ROYAL LEPAGE
Working I v R
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

F — -

Noah, Dana and Jonathan Goodman.

Goodman and family. Jonathan was rec-
ognized at the evening for his “vision,
leadership, generosity and friendship.”
Lead sponsors were Geraldine and Jeffrey
Hart and Peartree Financial Services. The
event raised $1,370,000 in support of Jew-
ish education in Montreal and around the
world, bringing the amount raised in the
last 9 years to over $10 million.

ON ALL 2018 BIKES

SPELIALIZED N7 === cervélo

CYICOLE

NEFZTNVD

AFON FREA L

30, Rue de Courcelle, Mantréal | 514.937, 2858
Across from Home Depot. Free Parking.

Fimancing Available

fim

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Westmount Office Space

(entrally located close to park, transportation and MUHC. Private entrance
and reception plus 4 reserved parking spaces and street. Fast occupancy.
(all for appointment. 514-594-3901. Nicholas Stephens, Re/Max.

Staff Wanted

Westmount Dairy Queen, full and part time positions available immedi-
ately. Gall Carole 514-260-0422.

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS

Articles Wanted

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into ready cash. International
buyer wants to purchase your antiques, paintings, sterling, china, crystal,
gold, jewelry, rare books, memorabilia, sports, postcards, coins, stamps,
records. 514-501-9072.

QCNA offers a one-order, one-hill service to advertisers. Call us for details
onreaching English Quebec, and through classified ads French Quebecand
every other (anadian province & territory. 819-893-6330.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your own
handmill Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. FREE Info &
DVD: www. NorwoodSawmills.com/4000T 1-800-567-0404 Ext:4000T

Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying

Classifieds in the Independent

websites when you can list (and sell) locally? Buy a classified in the
Westmount Independent at:.

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

COME GET FIT!

Seniors’ Fitness at
‘0,
Centrezg:(Greene
Wednesdays from 3:00 to 4:00 pm

Afro Caribbean Dance
and Adapted Yoga for Semors

$5.00 per class

For more information: 914-931-6202
or www.centregreene.org

1090 Greene Avenue

Financial Assistance is available at the office
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BRUCE KENT
GROUP

PRIVATE INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT

Excellence
in Portfolio Management:
There is wealth in our approach.

Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, professionalism and consistency - this is what
has defined our business approach for 30 years. It is central to how we manage portfolios, control risk,
identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Bruce Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it is specifically tailored to meet your
needs and expectations. Our personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio management,
is why the Bruce Kent Group is the largest discretionary portfolio management group at RBC Dominion
Securities across Canada, with over $3 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio
management and comprehensive
wealth management, we would be
pleased to discuss how we can put

our experience to work for you.
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3300 TROIE PH 906, CDN

JUST LISTED! LOCATION! Gorgeous 2-storey corner 2 bedroom, 2 bath penthouse with North, East and
West views flooding the space with light. The HUGE private wrap around terrace is perfect for entertaining!
Priced to sell, one visit and you will fall in love. $699,000 MLS 23991000

C.S.L. CONDO FOR SALE

6803 ABRAHAM DE SOLA #408

This 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo with granite eat-in kitchen, large balcony + 2 garage spaces is move-in ready.
Watch the sunset from your unobstructed NW view! 24 hr security, gym + pool + steps to shopping + dining.
$469,000 MLS 15750617

“Whether buying or selling, our commitment to you is...RESULTS!”
JILL PREVOST & JENNIFER RADOWITZ REAL ESTATE

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest
. Real Estate Agency

Follow us on social media VISIT ALL OUR PROPERTIES AT Sofiok
O O © O JILLANDJENREALTY.COM 0 —



