
“CHATEAU COLLINS” TOTALLY RENOVATED A-Z! GREAT BUILDING + EXCELLENT LOCATION. INDOOR POOL, 24/7 SECURITY. GYM ETC.
CUSTOM DESIGNED EAT-IN KITCHEN, NEW BATHROOMS, OAK FLOORS, BALCONY, 1+1 BEDROOMS.

CONDO – COTE ST LUC

DCAPLAN@VIDEOTRON.CA WWW.DEENACAPLAN.COMCell: 514.862.9245

Centris 25618649
SOLD

         

Spotlight on real estate

This house on Westmount Ave. at Argyle Ave.
was photographed on March 25.  

Photo: Ralph Thompson for the Westmount Independent.
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514-591-0804 514-242-7819

  
   

     

HARROW | MLS 22176307
Detached 4+1 bedroom home
on pool-sized lot with double
garage! Asking $1,595,000

HAMPSTEAD

The market is HOT,
Inventory is still LOW,
We have buyers to buy,
with nowhere to go!

J+J have over $15M already sold
Call us YESTERDAY...don't
get left out in the cold!

  
 

Follow us on social media VISIT ALL OUR PROPERTIES AT
JILLANDJENREALTY.COM

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest
Real Estate Agency 

JILL PRÉVOST & JENNIFER RADOWITZ REAL ESTATE
BROKERS

WESTMOUNT SQUARE | MLS 14231776
JUST LISTED! The perfect

bachelor pad with unbelievable
VIEWS! $1,199,000

WESTMOUNT

BONAVISTA | MLS 22150021
3 bdrm/2 bath 1,860 sqft
condo with breathtaking
views! Asking $599,000

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

GROSVENOR | MLS 10039709
LOCATION! 3-bedroom

renovated upper duplex
w/garage. $2,450/month

WESTMOUNT

EDGEMORE | MLS 21903331
Fabulous + large detached 5+1 bed -

room renovated home facing a park!
$1,475,000

COTE ST LUC

CRESSY | EXCLUSIVE
UNIQUE + contemporary 4 bdrm/

4 bath home. Must be seen!
Price upon request

HAMPSTEAD

1250 GREENE AVENUE | WESTMOUNT | MLS 25311607
THIS IS IT! The most coveted building in Westmount finally has a condo for sale! This 1,466 sq.ft., 1+1 bdrm, 2½ bath condo

w/balcony + 1 garage is the perfect pied-a-terre. With only 19 units, who will the next lucky owner be? $1,695,000
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25 Prospect St.: Looking at the railroad

Question: which came first, Prospect
St. or the railway?

In fact, the Atlantic and Northwest Rail-
road purchased land from the estate of
Thomas Brooke in 1882 and began laying
the tracks that would lead, by the end of
the decade, to the brand new Windsor Sta-
tion in downtown Montreal.

Clandeboye Ave. had been a street run-
ning from Dorchester St. down the hill to
St. Antoine St., but of course this was cut
off by the railway, and the lower section
eventually became Brooke Ave.

The land along St. Antoine St. west of
Atwater Ave. was owned by one John
Brooke, apparently a British native, whose
family was mostly established in England,
including his son, Thomas, who was ap-
pointed his executor. John died in about
1844 and the Canadian land (there was
more in Ontario) was not settled until
1876, at which time title moved to a group
of banking executives along with Thomas
Brooke Jr. and George Brooke (both in
England) and including Francis Wolfer-
stan Thomas, general manager of Mol-

son’s Bank, and John William Molson, de-
scribed as an insurance executive, but of
course part of the family that established
Molson’s Bank (now absorbed by the Bank
of Montreal).

The group of principals divided the

Brooke property among them when they
re-divided the land in 1889, following the
purchase of the right-of-way by the rail-
road. Prospect St. appears on Goad’s map
of 1890 – complete with subdivisions and
one lonely house, owned by (but not, ap-

parently, the residence of ) Thomas Allen
Stayner. Lovell’s Directory mentions Pros -
pect St. in 1892 and three addresses appear
there in the 1895 directory: 49, 63 and 65
Prospect.

Meanwhile, in 1890 a large French
Meth odist Institute was constructed on
Greene Ave. between Stayner and Pros -
pect and remained there until the 1930s,
when the missionary institution aban-
doned its efforts to train young children in
the Protestant tradition. The school build-
ing was demolished and the site became
Stayner Park.

In the 1889 re-division, a group of nine
lots to the west of Clandeboye was granted
to Francis Wolferstan Thomas, along with
other lots on both sides of the railway
tracks. Thomas sold off lots to various
builders. Stanislas Delphis Vallières, a gro-
cer, picked up four lots from Thomas for
30 cents per square foot in December 1897,
along with two adjacent lots that he
bought from another of the principals four
months later for 50 cents per square foot.

A year later – in the 1899 Lovell’s Di-
rectory – the address of 25 Stayner appears
in Lovell’s Directory with the name of R.S.
McCutcheon of Do-
minion Cotton Co. as continued on p. RE-18

History by
the House

Andy Dodge

25 Prospect St. on March 21.
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<1 M $ 280
1 M $ - 2 M $ 194
2 M $ - 3 M $ 76
3 M $ - 4 M $ 36
4 M $ - 5 M $ 6
5 M $ - 6 M $ 7
6 M $ - 8 M $ 1

8 M $ - 10 M $ 1
10 M $ - 30 M $ 4

+30 M $ 1

+600     
s u c c e s s f u l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  s i n c e  2 0 0 8

A s a l e s  v o l u m e  o f  m o re  t h a n    $1 BILLION
*Data as of December 2017. Does not include sales from 2018.
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BONNIE
SANDLER

Residential Real Estate Bkr

514-497-3775
“Your Property, My Priority”

Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest Inc.

North Hampstead 6803 Abraham de Sola #102
Luxury living at Le Luxor, 3 bedroom, 2 bathrooms,
garage, gorgeous building. NEW PRICE $498,000 mls 9665699

LASALLE Well maintained semi-detached duplex in a great
location! 3 bedrooms in each unit. A few minutes walk to the
water and its magni4cent bike path that runs along the river. 2 car
tandem garage + driveway, un4nished basement with high ceilings,
and large fenced backyard with wooden deck! Asking $445,000

mls11435196

WESTMOUNT RENTAL 4444 Sherbrooke St W #104
Ideal location 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom, roof top pool, doorman,
available May 1. $2200/month mls 16025217

         

Murray Park, or steamships, a king and a poet

The official name of the park located
between Westmount Ave. and Côte St. An-
toine Rd. is King George Park, but most
Westmounters call it Murray Park.

The land was part of a large country es-
tate acquired by William Murray, founder
of the Beaver Steamship Line, from the
old Leduc farm. Around 1860, Murray

built a stone villa where the tennis courts
now are. He named his house “West
Mount.” In 1895, the town of Côte St.
 Antoine adopted this name, becoming the
town of Westmount.

After Murray’s death, local children en-
joyed sliding down the hills in winter and
apple picking in the fall. In 1926, notice
boards appeared on the estate’s fence, ad-
vising of an imminent housing develop-
ment. Citizen opposition to this plan
quick ly arose, and as a result, the city de-

cided to expropriate the part of the estate
that today forms the park. Murray Park
was officially opened in 1929.

Nannies could take their young charges
to two new playgrounds (one at the south-
west corner) built by the city. In the 1930s,
several solid residences in the new park

were demolished – William Murray’s
home, his son Alexander Murray’s (near
the current site of the wading pool) and
William Lighthall’s (adjacent to Murray
Ave.). Lighthall urged the city to keep the
acacia trees, and many
of them still stand to - continued on p. RE-26

Westmount Historical
Association

Caroline Breslaw

“West Mount,” William Murray’s mansion, from the WHA’s archives.

William Lighthall’s residence, from the WHA’s archives.
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Work resumes at foot of Prince Albert?

After approximately three weeks of no activity, on March 22, workers and equipment were moving
around on the Westmount portion of the MUHC’s Glen campus, located at the foot of Prince Albert,
south of St. Catherine St. and the CP train tracks. Sounds were also heard. Councillor Marina Brzeski
told the Independent in an email “The city’s position has not changed. Activity on the site continues
to be monitored regularly. … The inspector will visit again today or tomorrow. Anyone observing con -
struction-related activity on the MUHC’s land in Westmount can notify the city of Westmount’s Public
Security.” Photo: Independent.
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514.605.6755  r

 

CHELLE CANTOR

 or

rochelle.cantor@evcanada.comochelle.cantor@evcanada.com

  

AWWestmount | 344 estmount | 344 Avv. Redfern   $2,775,0     

 

AWWestmount | 515 estmount | 515 Av    000   MLS 16324430
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v55 Atmount |  Avv. Aberdeen. Aberdeen

 

©2018 Engel & Völkers. A                    
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VvNDG | 3507 A . . Vendome   $1,788,000   MLS 25718240endome   $1,788,00     WWestmount estmount Adj.| 3057 A   00   MLS 25718240 TvAAvv. de . de r        rafalgar   $3,695,000   MLS 13797951

Apt.109       PH1   $895,000   MLS 18005583

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue Sherbrooke O., unit       

9   $638,000   MLS 20800051
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One of three registered in Westmount

Dorchester rooming house cited for maintenance infractions
By Martin C. Barry

The city of Westmount has issued an
infraction citation to the owner of a Dorch-
ester Blvd. rooming house, where the city
deems building maintenance regulations
are being broken.

Contacted by the Independent, District
8 city councillor Kathleen Kez said, “The
city is aware of the situation,” while sug-
gesting that Westmount’s director general
would be in a better position to answer
questions.

“There is a notice of infraction now for
that particular building,” director general
Benoit Hurtubise confirmed. He said he
couldn’t be more specific as the matter
was between the city and the owner for the
time being.

“I can’t go into detail,” he said, while ac-
knowledging that a city inspector who vis-
ited the building found grounds to cite the
owner.

“There are certain things that need to
be addressed. They found things that led
to the notice of infraction.” According to
Hurtubise, 4262 Dorchester is one of the
last three registered rooming houses still
operating in Westmount.

On March 14, two tenants in the build-
ing offered the Independent a glimpse of
the interior of the building they call home.
They rent single rooms for about $450 per
month. There’s a shared bathroom and a

kitchen on each of the three floors.
While the building’s exterior doesn’t

look very different from the adjoining
townhouses, the inside is another story al-
together.

There is accumulated grime on the en-
trance’s inner door. A pane of glass from
the surrounding door frame was also shat-
tered, leaving the building vulnerable to
intruders who could easily reach in and
turn the door knob. According to Kevin
Johnston, who has lived at the address for
two years, the glass was broken by emer-
gency responders several weeks before.

He said they were unable to reach a sec-
ond floor tenant who had suffered a heart
attack, and were forced to break in because
the doorbell console at the building’s front
entrance didn’t work. It was also out of
order during the Independent’s visit.

Does this look like Westmount?

“I mean, this is Westmount. But does
this look like Westmount to you?” said
James Krecichwost, who has lived at 4262
Dorchester for the past year.

“There’s been no repairs in years. The
carpets are filthy. The walls are filthy.” In
some places, there are holes in the walls
where the plaster was shattered.

Among Krecichwost’s complaints is the
virtually constant presence of vermin such
as mice, ants and flies. “This place is over-
run by ants and mice,” he said. “It’s unbe-

lievable. To me, it’s unhealthy and we
shouldn’t have to be living with this.”

Another tenant, Minnie Annanaek,
who has lived for two years at the ad-
dress, said she’d had just about
enough of the conditions and is on the
verge of moving elsewhere. “The
whole building is so dirty,” she said.
“There have been so many mice run-
ning around. I’m not used to that.”

Going up a staircase leading from
the ground floor to the second storey,
Johnston and Krecichwost both is-
sued a warning to beware the upper
steps, saying they were on the verge
of collapsing. And indeed they were.

On the building’s third storey,
where an improvised wooden deck
has been set up on the flat roof, they
point to a wooden railing running
along one side. Upon closer inspec-
tion, it’s apparent the flimsy guardrail
could easily collapse if anyone were to
fall against it with any force. The
problems in the building also include
holes in the ceilings and floors, and
electrical circuit panels exposed to
seeping water.

In a phone interview with the Indepen-
dent, Westmounter Herman Spies, who
has owned 4262 Dorchester since 1978,
said he was aware of the complaints about
his building, as well as the two tenants
who made them.
Owner: Issues are minor, repairs coming

“It’s an extortion,” he said. “These are
two guys who are on welfare and they
want to live at the Ritz Carlton. So they
sabotage the building to some extent.
They rip the wallpaper off, leave the doors
open and do all kinds of stuff.”

Spies acknowledged that the building
had a problem with mice. “But we cor-
rected this – we got an exterminator in,”
he added.

Spies also pointed out that since he is
now retired and can no longer take care of
the building personally, his son does so
while holding down a job and having fam-
ily obligations of his own. He insisted the
building’s problems are “minor,” while
pledging to fix them in accordance with
Westmount’s by-laws.

Seen here on March 14, 4262 Dorchester tenant James Krecichwost points to a ceiling area in one of the
building’s kitchens where water seepage occurred above electrical control panels.

This flimsy wooden railing (seen here on March 14) on
a rooftop deck on the third floor is all that would protect
anyone from falling three storeys. 4262 Dorchester on March 23. Photo: Independent
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Profusion Realty inc. Real Estate agency

There has never been a 
better time to buy or sell. 

Call me in confi dence and let my 

years of experience guide you 

with all your real estate needs.

Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberke@profusion.global

514.347.1928

BB

V I L L E - M A R I E  |  S H E R B R O O K E  W.  |  $ 2 , 0 9 8 , 0 0 0

Well-appointed, bright and spacious 2,305 sq ft condo with 200 sq ft loggia and 2 car interior parking. Designed by 
Scott Yetman. Private elevator access. 24/7 doorman, valet parking, pool and exercise room. Situated in the Golden 
Square Mile, close to shops, restaurants and transportation. A must see! MLS 17199406

Profusion Realty inc. Real Estate agency

There has never been a 
better time to buy or sell. 

Call me in confi dence and let my 

years of experience guide you 

with all your real estate needs.

Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberke@profusion.global

514.347.1928

BB
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As previously reported, on February 15, workers cut through the concrete median at St. Catherine St.
at York (top left photo), just south of where Claremont, de Maisonneuve and St. Catherine meet, to
allows trucks to access the worksite for the new tunnel to the MUHC’s Glen campus from de Maison -
neuve near Vendôme. What might surprise some is that the median was not removed, just made
moveable (top right photo, February 16), and, since then, workers have performed a dance of concrete

and pylons, opening the entrance during the week (middle left photo, March 14), closing it at night with
pylons (middle right photo, March 15), and sealing it off again with the concrete median on the week -
end (bottom left, March 18). At bottom right is a picture of what all this effort is for: to allow dump -
trucks to turn left from the worksite and north up St. Catherine towards de Maisonneuve (March 22).
The concrete median was back again for the March 24-5 weekend. Photos: Independent.

The York St. shuffle: open gap – close gap – repeat
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Adj. Westmount – 9 Parkside Place
MLS# 25025165 • $612,500

Real Estate Broker // Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

JUDY 514.817.5716
judy@litvackmontgomery.com

KATRINA 514.220.0505
katrina@litvackmontgomery.com LITVACKMONTGOMERY.COM

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE ∙ LOCAL EXPERTISE ∙ EXCEPT IONAL RESULTS

NDG – 4428 Beacons$eld
MLS #27470734 • $479,000

Pointe St. Charles – 321 Bourgeoys #6
MLS# 20648969 • $325,000

Morin Heights – Adjacent Lots
MLS # 15469810 & 12761765 • $366,000 plus tax

Adj. Westmount – 3054 St. Sulpice
MLS # 23845519 • $3,988,000

Adj Westmount – 4689-91 Bonavista
MLS # 28752125 • $1,789,000

         



the tenant. In the 1902 Lovell’s, Frank
Crandell, a marine captain, was the occu-
pant, and then Francis Braidwood, man-
ager and secretary of the Canada Jute Co.,
lived there for three years. Finally, in 1907,
C.C. Fessenden moved in. He was in-

volved in steelmaking with Montreal
Rolling Mills Co. on Notre Dame St.

The almost decade-old house only sold
for the first time in 1907, to Adolphe
Duperreault, a merchant who very quickly
sold to Isidore Mishkin and his wife, Mary
Rabinovitch. Mishkin was affiliated with
Reliable Silk Waist Co., whose factory was
at 40 St. Antoine St.; Rabinovitch is brand-
ed as a “commercial traveller.” As the first
owner-occupants of the house, their
tenure lasted only about three years before
they sold to Samuel Ginsberg, who paid
them the same $5,000 they had paid to
Duperrault three years earlier.

Ginsberg purchased the property in
June of 1910 but apparently never moved
in; the 1911 Lovell’s Directory has no oc-
cupant for 25 Prospect, then in July 1912
Duperrault bought back the property and
quickly turned it over to a real estate agent,
John O’Connor, who almost as quickly
handed it off to Charles Overing, a con-
fectioner who lived and maintained a store
on Victoria Ave. near Sherbrooke St. The
tenant in the 1912 Lovell’s is J.T. Logan, an-
other “commercial traveller,” who lived
there for the rest of the decade.

In November 1919, Ethel Isabella Man-
son, wife of John Augustus Philipps, pur-
chased the property for $7,000 and as-
sumed the lease to Logan, but the next
year moved in and stayed there for five

years. She sold to August Burdayon, de-
scribed in the deed as a steward, but ac-
cording to a later Lovell’s Directory he be-
came a chef at the Windsor Hotel.

Burdayon lived in the small row-house
for 30 years and (apparently) brought up
his family there, though he divorced his
wife in 1933. In later years, one son is
identified as a salesman and another
work ed for Northern Electric. Burdayon
died in 1958 and the estate sold the prop-
erty a year later, for $14,500, to Helena
Saporoshenko, who had recently gotten di-
vorced from Boris Varvariouk.

Next up was Constance Jane MacLaren,
who was single when she purchased the
house for $19,000 in September 1972, and
still single when she sold it 21/2 years later
for $51,000. The buyer was Margot Ann
Robinson, wife of R. Keith Price, describ -
ed as a sales manager and later “execu-
tive.” They were the aunt and uncle of the
Independent’s current editor, and died in
2017 in British Columbia and 1992 in On-
tario respectively. “I remember them at
that house,” said David Price. “They kept
some toys in a closet at the end of the liv-
ing room for when I came over.”

They stayed there from 1975 to 1978 be-
fore selling – this time for $55,000 – to
Claude Gagnon, an architect. He stayed
there 10 years and then divorced his wife,
Madeleine Mercure, who remained in the

house until 2000.
The ultimate buyers are both in the

communications industry, it appears:
Anne Lavigueur works with Cogeco while
her husband, Philippe Gagnon, is with
Tata Communications. They purchased
the house for $315,000 in April 2000; eigh-
teen years later, the house has a valuation
of $773,200.
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Margot and Keith Price in Quebec City in 1987.
Photo courtesy of Jennifer Price.

House History, cont’d. from p.RE-3

HISTORY OF 25 PROSPECT ST.
(since construction)

Date Buyer Price

Apr 23, 1907 Adolphe Duperrault $5,000.00

Sep 4, 1907 Mary Rabinovitch $5,000.00

Jun 21, 1910 Samuel Ginsberg $5,000.00

Jul 26, 1912 Adolphe Duperrault $4,750.00

Aug 30, 1912 John W. O’Connor $5,000.00

Sep 6, 1912 Charles V. Overing $5,500.00

Nov 27, 1919 Ethel Isabella Manson $7,000.00

Jan 21, 1924 August Burdayron $7,500.00

Mar 18, 1959 Helen Saporoshenko $14,500.00

Sep 29, 1972 Constance Jane
MacLaren $19,000.00

Feb 21, 1975 Margot Ann Robinson $51,000.00

Feb 17, 1978 Claude Gagnon $55,000.00

May29,2000 Anne Lavigueur &
Philippe Gagnon $315,000.00
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Susan Homa
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE BROKER +
DESIGN

FINDING YOUR WAY HOME
UNDERSTANDING REAL ESTATE FROM THE INSIDE OUT

Looking to BUY, SELL or REVOVATE your home, check out my WEBSITE at
www.susanhoma.com

25 year Interior Design Veteran combines design with Residential Real Estate as a clear
path to helping clients “Find Their Way Home”

Bringing a Designer’s perspective to the process of buying, marketing and selling a home.
Helping any client find the right property and see the full lpotential each home has to offer.

Helping clients visualize a property’s hidden potential or prepare a home for resale is
a unique advantage, adding value to every real estate transaction.

SUSAN HOMA “finding your way home”

Groupe Sutton – Centre-Ouest Inc.
245 av. Victoria, 20
Westmount, QC
H3Z 2M6

CONTACT ME
Cell. : 514-502-0777
shoma@sutton.com

          

Council approves 15 permits March 5
The following permits for demolition,

exterior construction, alteration and reno-
vation were approved at the city council
meeting March 5. None were refused.

Approved

465 Elm: at a Category I house, to mod-
ify the rear balcony and landscape;

1500 Atwater: at Alexis Nihon Plaza, to
install a commercial sign;

475 Victoria: to replace windows and
rear doors and to block two existing win-
dows on the side façade;

521 Victoria: to demolish a shed, re-
build balconies and make a door opening;

3193 The Boulevard: to make two patio
door openings with conditions;

4380 de Maisonneuve: to build a rear
balcony and landscape;

689 Grosvenor: to replace the windows;
3202 The Boulevard: to replace win-

dows and a garage door;
22 Renfrew: to replace a garage door on

condition it is solid wood interior and ex-
terior;

1289 Greene: to install a sign with pro-
visions concerning the placement of logos;

4294 Montrose: at a Category I house,
to install a side balcony on the third storey;

475 Prince Albert: to build a new addi-
tion and deck at the rear and replace the
windows;

8 Parkman Place: at a Category I house,
to replace the guard rail on the rear bal-
cony;

304 Grosvenor: to make a door opening
at the rear;

258 Oliver: at a Category I house, to re-
place a window and make a door opening
at the rear provided the French doors are
solid wood (interior and exterior).

304 Grosvenor on March 23.
Photo: Independent.

building permits M What’s permitted
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#is Week’s Feature Presentation
320 Elm Avenue

Asking $1,895,000 – Sold: $2,225,000

Sold over asking in 3 days with 5 o�ers
Fabulous renovated 4 + 2 bedroom
home on desirable street, �nished
basement with in-law suite and

2 bedrooms, garage.
4476 St. Catherine St. #201

Asking $498,000 – Sold $500,000

Renovated 2 bedroom unit, 2 full
bathroom, garage and locker space,

facing the mountain.

312 Roslyn
Rental $4,000 – heated

Beautiful renovated upper duplex on
2  oors with 3,000 sq. !. 5 bedrooms,
2 full baths, hardwood  oors, high
ceilings, moldings. 2 car parking.

Available immediately.

DonnaHinchcliff
Re/Max Action

514-237-7337

If you are thinking of
buying or selling let my
33 years of experience

make this a most
memorable transaction.

I am with you every
step of the way.

SOLD OVER ASKING

SOLD OVER ASKING
SORRY TOO LATE

         

Council approves16 permits March 19
The following permits for demolition,

exterior construction, alteration and reno-
vation were approved at the city council
meeting March 19. None were refused.
450 Kensington: at the Shaar Hasho may-
im synagogue, a Category I building, to
build a play structure in the Akiva school
yard in advance of the 10-foot building line
on Sherbrooke as per a plan revision;
417 Mount Stephen: to replace the guard
rail in front and enlarge the walkway;
319 Grosvenor: to convert a rear window
into a door and to build a staircase;
4460 Sherbrooke: to transform a commer-
cial building to residential including re-
placement of doors and windows, changes
to the back façade and construction of a
new terrace;
617 Clarke: at a Category I house, to re-
place doors and windows pending condi-
tions;
367 Metcalfe: to modify the back terrace
and include a new guard rail;
4872 St. Catherine: at a Category I house,
to reinforce and modify a back solarium;
51 Sunnyside: to build an extension for an
elevator and add new windows;
4712 de Maisonneuve: to replace base-

ment doors and windows;
517 Clarke: to replace two windows;
489 Grosvenor: to replace a front door
pending conditions;
72 Summit Circle: to do landscaping work
on the entire property and install a swim-
ming pool in the rear yard;
44 Anwoth: to replace a back door;
753 Upper Lansdowne: to replace a base-
ment door;
634 Sydenham: to modify the rear balcony;
475 Strathcona: to modify a rear deck and
to do landscaping.

367 Metcalfe on March 23. Photo: Independent.

building permits M What’s permitted

NDG DETACHED. Walk to Monkland Village and Villa Maria metro. Spacious 4 + 2 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms, ground %oor den. Finished basement, deck, garden, private parking for 2 cars. $1,269,000

NEW ON MARKET

ROSEMARIE MARTIN
514-933-6781
RMARTIN@REMAX-QUEBEC.COM

514-592-3244 MY #1 PRIORITY IS PROMOTING YOUR PROPERTY!

Detached, exceptional two storey, totally renovated. Four bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, eat-in kitchen, heated %oors, stainless steel appliances. Finished basement,
A/C, garden, garage plus parking. Asking $1,249,000

SOLD IN 5 DAYS

M          
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March 16 Westmount Historical Association lecture

London speaks on history of Westmount heritage preservation
By Ralph Thompson

The third lecture in the Westmount
His torical Association’s winter series wel-
comed guest speaker and past Planning
Advisory Committee (PAC) chair Mark
London March 16 at the Westmount Public
Library to talk about “Protecting Heritage.”

Association president Caroline Breslaw
thanked London for his efforts, having
travelled from Martha’s Vineyard to give
the presentation. The Westmount Room
was packed with an audience of more than
60 attendees, including former mayors
Karin Marks and Peter Trent; Councillor
Conrad Peart, commissioner of Urban
Plan ning, Permits and Architecture;
 Councillor Marina Brzeski, commission-
er of Sustainability and Accessibility;
Councillor Mary Gallery, commissioner of
library, culture, Sports and Recreation;
and 30-year veteran of Westmount her-
itage work Joanne Poirer, the city’s former
director of Urban Planning.

London gave many examples of how
different Westmount could have been
under urban renewal and post-war grow -
th. The 1960s and 1970s was a period with-
out much heritage protection, as ambi-

tious and sometimes corrupt developers
and architects struggled with city plan-
ners, some motivated by profit alone.

Across the island of Montreal and
around the world, heritage buildings were
being torn down and high-rises were con-
structed with little regard for the environ-
ment, and local traditions and character.

Plans were developed to replace most
of Westmount’s southeast with towering
apartment buildings and parking lots.
There were few laws protecting urban her-
itage at the time. But, in the early 1980s, a
young Mark London began to take notes
during planning meetings.

Notes became guidelines

His notes became the first guidelines
for Westmount property renovations,
which eventually led to the Westmount
Heritage Study carried out by the archi-
tects Beaupré and Michaud in 1988 and an
agreement between the city of Westmount
and the Quebec Cultural Affairs ministry.
Through the work of champions such as
London, Trent and Poirier, to mention just
a few, Westmount now has a detailed zon-
ing map and urban planning by-laws that
aim to protect the integrity and value of

heritage properties and neighbourhoods.
Everything from appropriate exterior
doors and windows to suitably sized and
placed front-lit commercial signage (no
back-lit neon signs in Westmount) are
mandated.

The next lecture will on April 19 at the
West mount Public Library, with speaker
Har old Bérubé, professor at the University of
Sherbrooke. He will be speaking on “In the
dark shadow of Montreal: Westmount and
the Metropolitan Challenge (1880-1939).”

Mark London shows, in the lower
drawing, the type of urban renewal
that was planned for Paris in 1925.
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day. Four tennis courts were installed. In 1936,
architect Robert Findlay designed a stone
pavilion with a belvedere and clock tower.

After King George VI’s visit to West-
mount in 1939, the park was renamed
King George Park in his honour. Leonard

Cohen’s family home on Belmont Ave.
backed onto it. He later mentioned it in
his novels and The Favourite Game, “The
park nourished all the sleepers in the sur-
rounding houses. It was the green heart.
It gave the children dangerous bushes and
heroic landscapes so they could imagine
bravery. It gave the nurses or maids wind-

ing walks so they could imagine beauty.”
It was also mentioned in his novel Beauti-
ful Losers.

You can find more heritage informa-
tion on the Westmount Historical Associ-
ation website www.wha.quebec.

Murray Park, cont’d. from p. RE-8

Looking south to Côte St Antoine near Arlington: the southwest
playground in 1931, from the city of Westmount’s archives.

Looking north from Côte St Antoine near Arlington: the site of the former southwest playground in
March 2018, from the WHA’s archives
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ANNE BEN-AMI (MADAR
Real Estate Broker

514 726.3037    annebenami.ca
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