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Future of Hillside property unknown 

Plans on hold to convert 
armoury to sports complex 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Plans to convert the former Hillside Ar-
moury into a sports and physical fitness 
complex are on hold for now, pending a 
decision on what to do with the property, 
developer Karl Beauchamp said last week. 

While Beauchamp was not prepared to 
comment at this time on reports that it 
might be for sale, he told the Independent 
he needed another month or so “to say 
what we’re going to do with the property.” 

The century-old heritage-rated armoury 
had been purchased from Canada Lands 
by Beauchamp of Hillside Limited Part-
nership in March 2017. It has been vacant 
since then. 

Located at the corner of Hillside Lane 
and Hillside Ave. across from the West-

mount Athletic Grounds, Beauchamp had 
found it to be an ideal location for a sports 
complex, including an indoor pool, 3x3 
hockey rink, and various fitness and 
changing rooms. 

After reviewing his plans with the city’s 
Urban Planning department, he revised 
them at its request last fall to replace the 
pool with parking for 30 cars and said he 
had complied with other requests but con-
tinued to await news (see story June 5, p. 1, 
2018). 

“It’s one of many projects,” he said at 
that time. “I can’t leave the building vacant 
forever.” 

Dating to around 1908, the building 
had been home to the 34 Combat Engi-
neer Regiment (formerly 
the 3 Field Engineers), continued on p. 12

Winter is coming, but what does 
this woolly bear’s coat mean? 

It was a beautiful but chilly October 14 in King George (Murray) Park, and even the insects had 
dusted off their winter coats. A woolly bear caterpillar – also called a woolly worm and a fuzzy 
worm — “has the reputation of being able to forecast the coming winter weather,” according to 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac. The Independent is open to hearing Westmounters’ interpretation of 
this specimen’s coat. Photo: Ralph Thompson. 
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Preparing for ‘A Night at the Asylum’ 

City’s haunted house to feature 
bevy of horror characters 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Which horror character sends chills up 
your spine? Whatever it is, it may be 
among those at the city’s annual Hal-
loween haunted house, according to Pub-
lic Security organizers. 

This year, under the theme of “A Night 
at the Asylum,” public safety officers Jason 
Souza and Zach Sobkowiak are undertak-

ing the planning challenge for the first 
time and decided to draw from well-
known characters through the years in 
order to appeal to all ages. 

Among them will be Frankenstein, a 
werewolf, Dracula and the Wicked Witch 
of the West from The Wizard of Oz, to 
name a few but not give away some of  
those being taken from re-
cent movies. 

Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated.

A leader in Westmount real estate

sothebysrealty.ca

JOSEPHMONTANARO
REAL ESTATE BROKER | B.ARCH

514.660.3050
josephmontanaro.com

Competent, Connected & Reliable. 
Trust Brigid’s real estate expertise to find 
your dream home or ideal buyer. 

Call anytime. I’ll be waiting! 
514-235-7878 | brigid@brigidscullion.com 
www.brigidscullion.com

Foot pain? 
Heel spur? 
Bunions? 
Consult 
Dr. William Constant 
podiatrist 
514-439-5112

245 Victoria #525 
Westmount

TRUSTED WELL KNOWN
PROVEN RESULTS

EARL 
VEINISH
514.772.3322
Real Estate Broker
eveinish@profusion.global

profusion.global
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Profusion Realty inc. Real Estate Agency

There has never been a better time to buy or sell. 
Call me in confi dence and let my years of experience 

guide you with all your real estate needs.

Susan Lloyd 
Real Estate Inc.

I have a list of long-standing clients waiting to 

purchase the perfect home or apartment. 

Please call me if you are thinking of selling and I will 

let you know if your property fi ts my clients’ criteria. 

Confi dentiality assured.

“Every home has a story to tell, 
let me tell yours.”

WENTWORTH | RENÉ $2,850,000
Spectacular country estate on over 25 acres. 1,476 feet of 
private lakefront, beach, boat dock, pool. MLS 19369420

WESTMOUNT | RENFREW $2,395,000
Gracious and timeless 4+1 bdr, 3+ 1 bathroom, home in 
superb location, close to Murray Hill Park. MLS 26387339 

VILLE-MARIE | SELKIRK
Georgian style home on quiet cul-de-sac, steps away from 
downtown and the mountain. Sold in just over 30 days.

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE | CHELSEA
Superbly appointed New-York style town house with 4 bdr, 
custom kitchen, 2-car garage. Sold in just over 30 days.

MOUNT ROYAL | VIVIAN $1,849,000
Spacious 4+1 bdr, 3 bathroom home with lots of storage. 
Large backyard with new 2-level deck. MLS 13066308

WESTMOUNT | DORCHESTER $1,425,000
Stunning turn-of-the-century residence with rich period 
details, original woodwork & mouldings. MLS 13487004

Susan 
Lloyd
 R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

slloydleduc@profusion.global

438.882.8088

Bunny 
Berke
 R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

bberke@profusion.global

514.347.1928
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Certified asbestos free: developer 

500 Claremont interior stripping done 

By Laureen Sweeney 

Interior stripping of the 1908 institu-
tional building at 500 Claremont has now 

been completed and all asbestos removed, 
developer Gideon Pollack said last week. 

“We have a certificate stating the build-
ing is now asbestos free,” he said. 

The stripping of all five storeys began 
in April exposing the original brick walls, 
stone foundations and flooring. The re-
sults clearly show how an extension had 
been added to the original building for a 
chapel. The building, which has had 
 several uses, had been owned latterly for 
many years by the Congrégation de la 
 Fraternité Sacerdotale. 

The Category II heritage building is 
being converted into an apartment com-
plex for which city council last January ap-
proved a plan to include an extension to 
the south. 

Since then, the work has focused on 
stripping of the interior as well as on inte-
rior design.
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DANIELLE ALLARIE 
Residential Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com
514.730.8708 
dallarie@gmail.com

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com

Plateau Mont-Royal – 3719 Rue St-Hubert 
$599,000 | MLS 19969992

UNIQUE!

CSL – 5740 Rembrandt #305 
$339,000 | MLS #16479650

NEW LISTING

Sylv�e Lafren�ère 
514-895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

RE/MAX Action Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave 
514-933-6781 – fax 514-313-5362

1st Ad! – 2355-2357 West-Hill 
Duplex on quiet, tree-lined street. Upper 
occupancy, finished basement. Large, private 
garden. Double garage plus parking. $572,000

4038 DORCHESTER 2090 VENDÔME

JUST REDUCED 
5175-7 Montclair Bright 3 brm duplex with finished 
basement, double garage plus parking. Vacant 
occupancy of the lower. $525,000

SOLD SOLD

WEDDING
ELEGANT

BRIDAL SHOWCASE

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 4

Come eat, drink & plan your wedding

Gift Bag
for first 
100 
brides!

Luxury Wedding Show at the Port of Montreal
200 de la Commune O. | 11am to 5pm

www.elegantweddingbridalshow.ca

Surveying the newly stripped interior in the previous chapel October 12 are developer Gideon 
Pollack, left, and project manager Shamim Alaei, who was also the project manager for the 1250 
Greene project.
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Perfection in Every Cut

BOUCHERIE WESTMOUNT 
Vasco Araujo, Butcher 

5207 Sherbrooke St. W. 
(1 block east of Northcliffe) 

Tel: 514.481.1811

Grass fed, no hormone/
antibiotic meats 
• special cuts on order 
• pickled corn beef 
• Nagano pork 
• Aged 30+ days beef

Enjoy premium beef, 
poultry and pork, 
handcut for unparalleled 
quality and flavour. 
Delivery available ›$50

32" 
$329

Cape Ann hockey tourney Nov. 9 to 11 

City prepares to feed, look after 800+ people 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The weekend of November 9, 10 and 11 
is slated as a big one for Sports and Recre-
ation when it takes its turn to host the 
Cape Ann hockey tournament at the West-
mount recreation centre (WRC). 

With about 400 participants from the 12 
teams in Westmount plus the visiting 
ones from Massachusetts along with sup-
porters and entourage, there could be 800 
or 900 people at the WRC over the three 
days, according to Andrew Maislin, opera-
tions manager. 

“It’s an ongoing tradition that’s very im-
portant to me because it carries a lot of 
weight,” he said. “We’ve already ordered 
the medals and are preparing to feed and 
cater to the large numbers.” 

Numerous volunteers have already 
stepped up to help. “It’s a huge undertak-
ing.” 

It will also be a “rough weekend,” he ex-
plained, because of major road closures 
planned as part of the Turcot project. (See 
story, p. 10.) 

Westmount’s participating home teams 
are two Novice ones, three Atom, three 
PeeWee, two Bantam and two all-girls’ 

teams (a combined U10-U12 team and 
U14). It’s the first time the city will have 
double-letter teams involved since they 
were only created this year. 

“We’re going to be evenly matched with 

Cape Ann this time,” Maislin said. 
The annual tournament is more than 

20 years old. It alternates location between 
Westmount and Cape Ann. The visitors 
will be staying at the Omni Hotel.

Where the action will take place. The Academy Rd. entrance to the arena on October 18. 
Photo: Independent.
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Stromberg Stein attends Dudek plaque unveiling 

Photo courtesy of S. Stromberg Stein. 

Westmounter Susan Stromberg Stein 
spoke at the October 12 unveiling of a 
plaque in honour of poet and McGill Uni-
versity professor Louis Dudek (1918-2001) 

at St. Jax (former St. James the Apostle 
 Anglican church) downtown. She is the 
author of Louis Dudek: A 
Biographical Introduction 

Five great 
reasons to try 
Le Frame Shoppe: 
1) Our emphasis is on customer 

service and design expertise 

2) We have the largest frame and 
mat selection in the area 

3) Our head framer has over 40 years of experience 

4) We offer on-site consultations, 
estimates and turnkey service 

5) Our services are trusted by many 
design professionals as well as 
Air Canada and the MUHC

M E  SFFC A D R E M EFL E  F R A M E  S H O P P E
E N C A D R E M E N T

318A Victoria Ave. (just north of de Maisonneuve) h3z 2m8 

514-369-2633 – www.leframeshoppe.com 
Tuesday to Friday 10 am – 6 pm, and Saturdays 10 am – 5 pm

There is no time like the present to think about presents. The holidays are coming. Come by soon!

International exposure – Local expertise. 
With over $100,000,000 in combined sales volume in 2017, 

trust us to exceed your expectations. 

Call us now for a free consultation.

Re/Max 3000 Inc. • 9280 Lacadie, Montreal H4N 3C5 • 514-333-3000

Barry Kazandjian Qiang (Ken) Zhong  
BA Economics ● Real estate broker , 2017 1  • Real estate broker 

514-802-6789 • barrykazandjian@gmail.com 514-979-0931 • ken@zhongqiang.org

Asking price: $5,500,000 
134 DuchastelAccepted 

Offer

continued on p. 17
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On cell towers (1): 
Read the federal law, 
change to local one 

With reference to the article by Martin 
Barry, “Westmount has no say on cell 
tower installation, says city official” (Octo-
ber 9, p. 3), I would like to take issue with 
the interpretation and conclusions offered 
by Benoit Hurtubise, Westmount’s direc-
tor general. Hurtubise is reported as say-
ing that municipalities have “practically 
no say in the matter” of cell antennae, that 
it’s the federal government that regulates 
cell towers on private property. 

The relevant federal “rules” are con-
tained in the “Client Procedure Circular” 
CPC-2-0-03 – Radiocommunication and 
Broadcasting Antenna Systems, posted 
here: www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/
eng/ sf08777.html. 

Section 4 states, “Proponents must 
 always contact the applicable land-use au-
thorities to determine the local consulta-
tion requirements and to discuss local 
preferences regarding antenna system sit-
ing and/or design, unless their proposal 
falls within the exclusion criteria outlined 
in Section 6.” 

I suspect that M. Hurtubise believes 
that in the case of the installation at 239 
Kensington, and probably also the anten-
nas installed on the building at Lans-
downe and Sherbrooke (see photo) fall 
within the exclusion criteria in Section 6. 
The only part of Section 6 that is possibly 
applicable reads “Non-Tower Structures: 
antennas on buildings, water towers, lamp 
posts, etc. may be excluded from consul-

tation provided that the height above 
ground of the non-tower structure, exclu-
sive of appurtenances, is not increased by 
more than 25%”. 

Not only is this a conditional exclusion 
(note the word “may” in “may be exclud-
ed”) but it also hinges on whether we are 
talking about non-tower structures or 
tower structures. 

So, are these cell antenna systems non-
tower systems, and therefore excluded? 
Footnote 1 says “For the purposes of this 
document, an “antenna system” is nor-
mally composed of an antenna and some 
sort of supporting structure, normally a 
tower.” We have all seen cell antennas at-
tached to the sides of buildings; those are 
clearly “non-tower systems.” The two in-
stallations here involve a structure which 
raises the antenna itself above the height 
of the building. That structure can be 
called a tower, or possibly a mast, if it has 
guy wires or stays. But definitely not “non-
tower”! 

Not only that, this particular exclusion 
criterion has a footnote, “Telecommuni-
cation carriers, operators of broadcasting 
undertakings and third party tower own-
ers may benefit from local knowledge by 
contacting the land-use authority when 
planning an antenna system that meets 
this exclusion criteria.” 

So, M. Hurtubise, did the people who 
installed these antenna towers contact the 
city? Do you believe that they should? 
Does the non-tower exclusion apply? And 
if it does not apply, should the city not en-
force its own By-law 1303, westmount.org/
app-reglements/pdf/1303c.pdf? Oh, wait, 

this says (6.8.9.1) “this by-law does not 
apply to an antenna issued with a required 
federal license pursuant to the applicable 
federal legislation.” 

If I read this correctly, then our own 
elected officials, who created this by-law, 
have also created the exemption! Well, let’s 
change the by-law, then! Once we do, we 
can then enforce the other sections of By-
law 1303, which limit the number of an-
tennas to one per building or site (6.8.5), 
limit the height to 10 feet above the high-
est point of the building roof (6.8.7.1), and 
require that it be located as far to the rear 
of the building as possible (6.8.7.2). 

What are we waiting for? The quality of 
our environment is at stake! 

Henry Olders, Lansdowne Ave. 

On cell towers (2): Standards 
were to avoid burns, not all 
health threats 

Re: “Westmount has no say on cell 
tower installation, says city official” (Octo-
ber 9, p. 3) 

I believe that Stephen Goodman’s con-
cern regarding the cell phone antennae 
atop 239 Kensington Ave. is well founded.  

The Canadian safety standard to limit 
human exposure to radiofrequency ener-
gy (Safety Code 6) was set in the 1970s to 
protect workers from burns. In the last 
few decades, it has become apparent that 
RF energy (emitted by wireless devices) is 
associated with serious biological effects, 
such as DNA damage, at levels well below 
permitted levels. Safety Code 6 has not 
been updated to reflect health hazards as-
sociated with our new wireless reality (cell 
phones, wi-fi, smart meters and cell phone 
towers). 

Several countries, including Italy and 
Switzerland, have adopted RF exposure 

limits that are 100 times more stringent 
than Canada. 

Considering that cell phone antennae 
installation is determined by agreements 
between telecommunications firms and 
property owners (and is not regulated by 
city officials) this issue is of concern to all 
Westmount residents. 

For further information, please consult 
Canadians for Safe Technology (c4st.org). 

Megan Durnford, Victoria Ave. 

On cell towers (3): Cui bono? 
And whose health benefits? 

The author of an article in the Indepen-
dent glossed over two aspects mentioned 
concerning a recent cell tower installation 
on a Westmount apartment building. 

Firstly, according to the web, compen-
sation from cell phone companies to land-
lords in Montreal is approximately $24,000 
to $36,000 per year to install cell phone 
towers. Will this compensation be reflect-
ed in rental increases (or decreases) to ten-
ants next year? 

Secondly, but more importantly, are 
there possible health hazards from radia-
tion to residents living within close prox-
imity to “cell sites”? The World Health Or-
ganization recently conceded that EMF 
may cause cancer in humans, but to date 

Letters to the Editor

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

david.price@westmountindependent.com 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters & Comments: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and 
edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for 
publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to 
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in 
every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 

14,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

More on RF 
emmisions 

For more of our coverage of RF radia-
tion, please see 
▶“Resident seeks public debate on new 
hydro meters,” May 1, 2012, p. 12, 
▶“Healthy City Project to raise aware-
ness of wireless issue,” June 5-6, 2012, 
p. 3.
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Ice cream, of course! 
And now: 
pastries ● cheesecakes ● quiches 
● pizza ● sandwiches ● soup 
Plus: breakfast (croissants & coffee) 

4868 Sherbrooke St. W. 
(at Victoria Ave.) H3Z 1H1 

Please note our new, expanded hours: 
Winter: 9:30 am to 7 pm, every day 

514-369-1118

not enough studies have been undertaken 
to warrant a conclusive answer. Indepen-
dent tests in mice have indicated low radi-
ation could cause health issues such as 
psychological distress, immune system 
deficiencies, heart stress, sleep disorders, 
genetic damage and cancer. A few studies 
of human beings living in England near 
cell phone towers indicate that constant 
exposure to radiation can have long-term 
health effects that translate to increased 

risk of cancer. 
Despite the lack of scientific evidence, 

both Innovative, Scientific and Economic 
Development of Canada and Health Cana-
da maintain no health hazards exist from 
radiation emitted from cell towers. Rather 
than initiate more comprehensive medi-
cal studies, their primary focus is on reg-
ulating the commercial viability of cell 
phone companies and the physical safety 
of “cell site” installations. It would appear 
the cell phone industry, namely commerce 
and consumerism, is at odds with the 
medical and scientific communities. 

We live in a damned-if-you-do/ damn -
ed-if-you-don’t society. What a dilemma, 
because smart phone sales have increased 
considerably, requiring a proliferation of 
new cell phone towers, even if usage and 
long-term radiation becomes a health haz-
ard. 

Andrea Klein, Kensington Ave. 

On cell towers (4): 
Installations should 
be regulated 

Re: “Westmount has no say on cell 
tower installation, says city official” (Octo-
ber 9, p. 3). 

I appreciate the well-researched article 
by Martin Barry because I never realized 
that the city of Westmount 
– which is usually pro-

City to present capital 
works budget Nov. 5 

Westmount’s capital works budget 
is to be presented Monday, November 
5, tentatively at 7 pm before the 7:30 
pm council meeting, Mayor Christina 
Smith said last week. 

A date of December 17 has yet to be 
confirmed for the city’s operations bud-
get. The date so late in December was 
set to give time “in case there are any 
major surprises from the Montreal ag-
glomeration budget” scheduled for 
November 28, she said. It could, how-
ever, change. 

The city is expecting the agglo bud-
get to come in with increases pegged to 
the cost of living “so let’s hope they 
stick to that.” continued on p. 12

‘Independence’ doesn’t 
just happen – please write 

Every once in a while, we ask readers 
to write to us if they have something pos-
itive to say, so that we can publish those 
letters in the paper and show them to ad-
vertisers to let them know that you – the 
readers – are out there. 

We are also always open to negative 
letters, for publication or not, if we are 
doing something that you don’t like. 

If you have something nice to say, it’s 
a great time to say it. The paper is free to 
readers because advertisers buy ads. In-
deed, the paper exists because advertisers 
buy ads. We have many loyal advertisers 
who know the value of the paper, but 
more evidence can’t hurt. We also have 
prospective advertisers and past ones that 
we want to entice into our pages, and ev-
idence certainly helps with that effort. 

Complex entity needs data 

For instance, we are talking to an enti-
ty right now that could buy a lot of adver-
tising in the future. It is a complex insti-
tution with many decision-makers. The 
more resident support that we can show 
for the Independent, the better. Some of 
its decision-makers live in Westmount; 
some don’t. Some know Westmount and 
the Independent well; some don’t. 

And there is skepticism out there. Is 
print dead? Westmount has many orga-
nizations that offer services to residents. 
What is the value of a newspaper if a per-
son can just log on to all those individual 
websites to find out what’s going on and 
what’s available, and what has happened 
at those places? If you see the value of an 
edited and curated newspaper that comes 
to your door, unsolicited-ly, speak up! 

And there are questions about lan-
guage. For practical business and demo-
graphic reasons, we choose to publish in 
English, but we have always worked to 
make the paper for everyone. At present, 
according to the 2016 census, Westmount 
is 18.6 percent French speaking (as mea-
sured by language most often spoken at 
home). Contrary to popular opinion, this 
number has not increased over the lifes-
pan of the Independent (in 2006, it was 
19.4 percent), but there are undoubtedly 
French speakers here (and we value them 
as readers or prospective ones). While we 

have always been open to bi lingual or 
French ads, do French speakers actually 
read the Independent? I know some do, 
but if you are one of them, we’d love to 
hear from you. (We have always been 
open to French letters and, when we pub-
lish them, we do so in French.) 

And there are questions about age. 
Are all our readers over 90? We value 
every one of our readers, but if you are Gen-
eration X or younger, please put your age 
so that we can show this entity (and oth-
ers) that younger people read the Inde-
pendent. 

(By the way, I would be thrilled if teen -
agers or younger are reading the Inde-
pendent, but I am thinking more of new 
parents in their 20s and 30s. It is my sus-
picion, bolstered by countless anecdotes 
over 11 years in this business, that we first 
acquire readers when they become par-
ents. In Westmount, at present, it is my 
guess that this event usually happens in 
people’s early 30s.) 

The pitch, again 

Many Montreal-area municipalities 
and areas the size of Westmount (or larg-
er) do not have a newspaper devoted just 
to them (e.g. Beaconsfield, Pointe Claire, 
NDG, Dollard des Ormeaux, Kirkland, 
Côte St. Luc). In my experience, people 
don’t think that they care about local 
news until it is well presented to them, 
free and unsolicited-ly. 

Local news can appear silly and petty. 
But it also matters if you can’t park or 
drive around rationally in your neigh-
bourhood, or if there is a building project 
(public or private) that could go up in 
your area that you hate (or love). Or if 
your government – municipal, provincial 
or federal – is doing something locally 
that you hate (or love). 

If you think the Independent – as an 
entity separate from government or any 
other business affiliation – plays a role in 
informing you, and in listening to you, 
and you read it, even when you are not look-
ing for information, please write. 

Thank you for your support in the 
past. It has made a difference. 

David Price, editor 
david.price@westmountindependent.com

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount
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Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke St. W.

(at Claremont Ave.)

HAIR
CUTS

FOR MEN
& KIDS

1. Carpet Cleaning Since 1929.
Hand washing of hand made and
machine made carpets. Insect
removal, stain removal, odor
removal, dusting and disinfectant
services are available.
2. Repairs and Restoration –
Specialized carpet repair and
restoration services since 1929.
Services include fringe replace -
ment, weaving, binding and cutting.
3. Pick-up & Delivery – We pick up
and deliver your carpets right to
your door.

514-271-7750
6681 Av. Du Parc

Mon to Sat 9am - 4pm
www.raymondandheller.com

Leonidas Culture Chocolat

Turkish Coffee, Belgian Hot Chocolate, 
Italian Coffee, Lavazza 

Live Solo Jazz: Every Wed. 4:30-6 
318, Victoria Ave – 514 653 3050 

www.culturechocolat.com  

Hours: 
M–F: 9-6:30 

Sat: 12-5 
Sun: 1-5

The only high-end Belgian Chocolaterie in Westmount
Westmount wins Prince of Wales prize for heritage conservation 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount is being recognized as the 
2018 winner of the Prince of Wales Prize 
for “its sustained commitment to heritage 
conservation over time, seen in the quali-
ty of its environment, its committed lead-
ership and its highly engaged residents,” 
according to a press release from the Na-
tional Trust for Canada October 16. 

“Over generations, Westmount has em-
ployed a careful and methodical approach 
to protecting and enhancing its heritage 
qualities,” it states. 

The award was to be presented October 
19 at the Beaverbrook Art Gallery in Fred-

ericton, NB as part of the annual confer-
ence of the National Trust for Canada, the 
sponsor. Accepting for Westmount were 
assistant Urban Planning director 
Nathalie Jodoin and Planning Advisory 
Committee chair Julia Gersovitz, who 
were already attending the conference on 
conservation and architecture. 

“Unfortunately, I couldn’t fit it in to my 
schedule,” said Mayor Christina Smith, 
who had been involved in many budget 
meetings. 

The prize is awarded annually “to rec-
ognize communities and their local gov-
ernments for the successful heritage stew-
ardship of a town, city, rural region, First 

Nations reserve or community.” 
Along with a lengthy backgrounder on 

Westmount, the citation mentions the 
city’s Local Heritage Council and its ini-
tiative to include a heritage assessment of 
the city’s houses of worship in collabora-
tion with each religious community. 

It also refers to the Parks Canada recog-
nition of the Westmount District in 2011 
as a National Historic Site and the build-
ing underground of the Westmount recre-
ation centre meeting certification from 
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design).

The Westmount train station at the foot of Victoria Ave. has long been out of service, but has been preserved. It is owned by the city of Westmount 
and is pictured here on October 22. Photo: Independent.
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Last of 720 in Westmount to go starting December 

Bon Voisinage meeting: Avoid Turcot November 9 to 12 
By David Price 

There was only one major piece of 
Westmount-specific news at the Turcot 
project’s October 15 Bon Voisinage meet-
ing, held at the St. Raymond community 
centre in southeastern NDG. The small, 
final Westmount portion of the old, raised 
720 south of the Westmount Athletic 
Grounds and Hallowell will be destroyed 
beginning in early December. 

Nevertheless, the huge Turcot project 
will affect many Westmounters in other 
ways and sooner, including via a “long 
weekend” of construction and major is-
land-wide traffic disruption from Thurs-
day, November 8 late at night to Tuesday, 
November 13 early in the morning. The 
northbound 15 at the Turcot interchange 
(where the 15 meets the 20) will be closed 
from Friday night to Monday morning. 
The eastbound 20 at the Turcot will be 
closed from Friday night to Tuesday 
morning. The westbound 20 in the same 
area will be closed Thursday night to Tues-
day morning. 

Panellist Sylvie Gervais of the KPH-Tur-
cot construction consortium encouraged 
motorists to stay away from the area and 

its traffic overflow zone, including by stay-
ing home from work and telecommuting. 

Other high-impact work 

The Sherbrooke St. exit from the north-
bound autoroute 15 is still scheduled to re-
open at the end of October, but the closure 
of the Girouard entrance to the south-
bound 15 and the Champlain bridge has 

been pushed back to the end of November. 
It is scheduled to be closed for over a year. 

Martin Girard, a spokesman for the 
provincial ministry of Transport (MTQ), 
told the Independent after the meeting that 
its main suggestion for Westmounters to 
access the 15 south is the Côte St. Luc Rd. 
entrance, although the Atwater entrance 
will also be open if that is more conve-

nient. The highway south of Côte St. Luc 
Rd. will be fully open even as it goes 
through the Turcot construction area, he 
confirmed. 

The Bon Voisinage meeting was told 
that there will be disruption around the ac-
cess to LaSalle from St. Jacques and St. 
Anne de Bellevue Blvd. in western NDG 
as Angrignon Blvd. is reconfigured per-
manently where it crosses the 20. 

Westmount’s reps weigh in 

Westmount’s citizen-representative Bri -
gitte Stock quizzed panellists on the pos-
sible sound barrier in Westmount be-
tween the new 136/old 720 and the CP 
tracks, asking if residents would be con-
sulted and if the process had begun. 

Sandra Sultana of the MTQ said that 
any sound barrier would be erected after 
the Turcot project’s end in 2020, but the 
planning process, including resident con-
sultation, could begin beforehand. 

In response to a question from West-
mount citizen-representative Michael 
Mossop, Sultana also said that at the next 
Turcot meeting she would lay out the 
steps of any process. Moderator Pierre 
Guillot-Hurtubise of Octane Stratégies 
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Thursday, November 1st – 6-9 pm 
Garrison House Pub, 5028 Sherbrooke St. W. 

(at Claremont) H4A 1S7 

Randi Belfer’s unique knack for capturing dogs at their best will be on display in a selection 
of photographs for sale. The proceeds will be donated to the Mount Sinai Hospital Foundation in support of the 
Palliative Care Department. Their quality of care is gold standard and offers patients & families much needed 

support. Time is the title of Randi’s exhibition. Every moment of life is precious. Experiencing quality care 
allows families to make the most of their time together during their final days. Please contribute to a great 

cause. Cash or cheques accepted. For more information, please contact: r_belfer@yahoo.com.

Please join animal 

behaviour consultant, 

dog trainer and 

photographer Randi 

Belfer in her effort to 

raise funds for the 

Palliative Care 

Department of the 

Mount Sinai Hospital 

in memory of her 

father, Jerry.

In support 
of the 

Palliative Care 
Department 
of the Mount 

Sinai Hospital

From left, Michael Mossop, Brigitte Stock and Dan Lambert.



summarized for her, saying, “We will say 
what we can say.” Sultana was reluctant to 
speak too much given that the matter is 
still being litigated by the city of West-
mount and the province, although the 
province has evinced some openness to re-
solving the matter (see “MTQ could fund 
100% of highway sound barrier from 
Greene to Glen,” October 2, p. 2) and the 
barrier is being studied (see “Council 
agrees to pay up to half the feasibility 
study,” October 9, p. 5). 

Mossop asked about the last West-
mount phase of the 720’s destruction, 
specifically sound and time-of-day thresh-
olds. He was told by Olivier Beaulieu of 
KPH-Turcot that it would be similar to the 
previous phase, with much work being 
done on weekends. Mossop reminded 
him that sound and time limits had not 
been respected in the past. Guillot-Hur-
tubise summed up that the panellists 
knew that the work would be monitored 
by residents. 

Greene and de Courcelle 

Mossop also asked about when Greene 
at St. Antoine would re-open to pedestri-
ans. Gervais said that the consortium has 
a permit to close it for work until the end 
of October, but it might ask for an exten-
sion. Mossop criticized a recent mid-day 
closure of the street to pedestrians with-

out notice that caught returning com-
muters unawares. Greene is scheduled to 
remain closed to vehicles for now. 

Westmounter Dan Lambert, represent-
ing the associations of Pedestrians and Cy-
clists of Westmount and NDG, thanked 
KPH-Turcot, the MTQ and the city of 
Montreal for many things, including new 
asphalt on Glen Rd./de Courcelle from the 
Westmount border to the train tracks in 
St. Henri, street line painting and bike-
path work, and an early stop line for mo-
torists at Glen and St. Jacques to allow cy-
clists to clear out before vehicles enter the 

intersection. 
He returned to his more critical mode 

by reminding the construction profes-
sionals present of the difference between 
motorists giving “priority” to pedestrians 
and cyclists when noticed and “grande pru-
dence,” which requires slowing and then 
actively looking and listening for them. 

Not much thunder 

No Westmounter took to the mic in the 
open question period. 

One NDG resident criticized sound and 
vibrations at Addington and Upper La-

chine Rd. Several Montreal West resi-
dents, in a mixture of anger and resigna-
tion, repeated their concerns about short- 
and long-term dust, noise and truck traf-
fic, and the perennial absence of a CN rep-
resentative at the Bon Voisinage meetings. 
The destruction of the tunnel for CN 
trains at the foot of Brock was lamented, 
again, and its rationale questioned, again. 

Approximately 15 people attended to 
hear from approximately 18 panellists. 
Most of the meeting was in French with 
Guillot-Hurtubise translating any English 
into French. 

The next Bon Voisinage meeting takes 
place at Victoria Hall on Wednesday, De-
cember 12.
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4396 boulevard Saint-Laurent
Montréal (QC) H2W 1Z5

514.846.1515
www.galeriedeste.com
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MARCEL BARBEAU
    Jours d'envol
November 1 - 25, 2018
opening Thursday November 1, 5 - 8 pm

Presented concurrently with the major exhibition “Marcel Barbeau : En
mouvement” at the Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec, Galerie D’Este
is proud to announce a solo exhibition of this Quebec master of contemporary
art that highlights emblematic periods of his oeuvre. Actively producing across
eight decades, from the 1940’s until his fi nal years, Barbeau is recognized 
nationally and internationally for his innovation and for his implication in key 
movements that have contributed to the development of contemporary art. The 
artist’s intense and unrelenting joy for visual exploration is traced throughout 
the exhibition, while a selection of transitional works demarcates passages 
from one period to another. Viewed as a whole, nonetheless, recurrent motifs
emerge in works from divergent periods that cross-reference and serve to
defi ne the singularity of his body of work: movement, space, and chromatic 
audacity.

MUSEUM COLLECTIONS (selection):
Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts
National Gallery of Canada
Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal
British Museum, London
Musée des Beaux-Arts de Lyon, France
Barcelona Museum of Contemporary Art, Spain
National Gallery, Washington (DC), United States

Wanted: 
Secretarial/bookkeeping 

help 
Part-time, 3-5 days a 
week, in Westmount 
Office skills required 

Bill Lloyd, WARLCO Ltd. 
514-983-2394

The first questioners: Montreal city councillor for eastern NDG Peter McQueen, centre, flank ed 
by an NDGer, left, and a Montreal West resi dent. McQueen was the only municipal politician to 
speak at the meeting. It was all Montreal West residents at the mic afterwards.
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Andy Dodge & Associates, Inc.
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4

Tel: 514-482-8560
Fax: 514-482-8621

www.andydodgeassociates.com
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data
about Westmount real estate

The attraction will be open to trick-or-
treaters Wednesday, October 31 from 5 to 
8 pm at the lawn bowling clubhouse adja-
cent to city hall, entering from the west off 
Kensington Ave. and exiting on the north 
side. 

A “toned-down” attraction will be set 
up on the clubhouse veranda to entertain 
younger kids who might not want to go 
through the haunted house. This will in-
clude inflatables, other decorations and 
treats. 

Focus on volunteer actors 

They’ve arranged for a number of vol-
unteers to play the part of the horror char-
acters, with fewer props than other years, 

but more “live” actors. 
The two officers are bringing a differ-

ent aspect to their planning: Souza was al-
ways “into Halloween” he recalls, while 
Sobkowiak “not so much” until this year. 

While entry to the house is free, in 
keeping with tradition a lockbox for dona-
tions will be at the west entrance to help 
raise funds for Leucan, the foundation 
that supports children and their families 
affected by children’s cancers, including 
leukemia, 

The force will also have four or five pa-
trollers on the streets who will hand out 
reflective tape for trick-or-treaters to stick 
on their costumes to reflect vehicle head-
lights.

Haunted house, cont’d. from p. 1  

which moved out four years ago after 67 
years (see story April 1, 2014, p. 1). It was 
put up for sale in January 2017 and report-
ed sold in March. 

Because current zoning of the property 
is limited to residential use, there were 

also reports the proposed complex would 
have required rezoning if used for recre-
ation using the city’s lengthy process for 
non-conforming projects called Specific 
Construction, Alteration, or Occupancy 
Proposal for an Immovable (SCAOPI).

Armoury, cont’d. from p. 1  

The former Hillside Armoury on October 18.

Public safety officers Jason Souza, left, and Zach Sobkowiak prepare the city’s haunted house 
October 19 for Halloween, October 31.

gressive – has no say because cell towers 
are regulated by the federal government, 
which considers them safe. 

How is it that many countries includ-
ing most of Europe, Russia and China – 
have cellular exposure standards much 
more stringent than ours? 

That the the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer at the World Health 
Organization evaluated and declared RF 
radiation of the type transmitted between 
cell towers and cell phone as a Group 2B, 
“possible” human carcinogen 

Many leading independent researchers 
are of the view that the classification of cell 
phone/cell tower radiation should be up-
graded to “probable” human carcinogen 
(from Lloyd Burrell’s free online EMF 
health summit featuring leading-edge 
doctors/researchers/engineers including 
Dr. Dietrich Klinghardt, Dr. Zach Bush, 
Dr. Joseph Mercola and Montreal’s own – 
McGill University’s Dr. Paul Heroux). 

Even people living within one third of a 
mile of a tower have higher rates of de-
pression, lack of concentration, sleep is-
sues and muscle fatigue. They made no 
connection to their symptoms to the cell 

tower, thus eliminating placebo effect 
(from the book Zapped by Ann Louise Git-
tleman). 

The cell tower is only one concern; 
what will happen when 5G comes, whose 
effects on humans are said to be even 
more pronounced – so much so that Rus-
sia is banning 5G completely? Some Cali-
fornia high-tech, high-income cities have 
also put in legislation to block small-cell 
5G wireless towers as well. 

Will Westmount just accept whatever is 
imposed on it? 

This is not about living in fear, but hav-
ing the facts to make wise decisions. 

Not about renouncing technology, but 
understanding that some technologies are 
superior to others. In fact, fibre optics are 
safer, faster and more secure with respect 
to privacy than cell towers and the pro-
posed 5G. 

The city should integrate cell tower in-
stallations into the by-laws – even if it is a 
complex process – to protect the health of 
its citizens, the democratic process and be 
a leader so that other cities can follow. 

And citizens can learn how to use 
smart technologies more safely. 

Pat Chang, Ville Marie (downtown)

Letters to the editor, cont’d. from p. 7  
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

To the patients of 

Dr. Bernard Mayantz, 
DMD 

Dr. Mayantz is no longer 
practising at the Queen 

Elizabeth Health Complex. 

He can be reached at his 
new office situated at 

3545 Côte des Neiges, 
suite 107, H3H 1V1 

(half a block north of Sherbrooke St.) 

514 935 1809 
cliniquedentaireregency@gmail.com

Assurance 
Financial 
Reporting

Advisory & Consulting 
Estate & Trust Planning 

Successions

Accounting 
Taxation 

US INCOME TAXES AND COMPLIANCE

www.litwin.ca

Le Boudoir turns 1 

Owner Brigitte Gasparyan, right, with building owner Doron Altman and well-wisher Marie 
Pacitto. 

Greene Ave.’s Le Boudoir boutique turn -
ed one on October 16 and owner Brigitte 
Gasparyan celebrated with cake and spark -
ling wine. 

Gasparyan opened her first store, 
Agatha, on Laurier in 1985, which is still 
open. It was originally a franchise for 
Agatha jewellery and named after it. She 
changed the name to Le Boudoir in 2015 

after she added other products to her of-
fering, although she continues to have 
Agatha items for sale. 

“Le Boudoir” is meant in the sense of 
“what’s in your closet?” – and not the raci-
er connotation, joked Gasparyan. 

In both stores, she now offers a variety 
of brands of jewellery, accessories and 
women’s clothing.

Young Sofia and her kitten Matteo 

Mother Sofia and kitten Matteo were 
rescued from abandonment outdoors in 
Westmount a month ago and are be look-
ing forward to a forever family in our 
neighborhood. 

Being in home foster care, Sofia has 
been most affectionate, even from the first 
day of her rescue. She is socialized and 
very intelligent. She has taken such excel-
lent care of her kitten Matteo that he has 
grown like a weed! He plays well, eats 
heartily and uses his litter box diligently. 
Both will be vetted shortly and are avail-
able to a family that would consider them 
together as a bonded pair. 

For more information on young calico 
Sofia and kitten marmalade Matteo, please 
contact me at lysfow@gmail.com or at 
514.909.7186. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 
Lysanne Fowler

Westmount Bridge 
Club results 
By Don Huffman, president 
(Westmount Bridge Club) 

The best scores of three nights of 
bridge in June, July and August – 
TOTAL! – were: 
(1) Nida Koudsi 14,430 points 
(2) Gerald Ratzer 13,850 points 
(3) Lise Beauchemin 12,170 points 
(4) Agia Viviane 11,880 points 
(5) Dael Perry 11,820 points 
(6) Sandra Meehan 10,380 points 
(7) Donald Huffman 10,170 points.



NOVEMBER 
Thursday, November 1 

CHW Art Auction. In support of CHW 
Pediatric Intensive Care. 7:30 pm. Kandy 
Art Gallery, 5629 Ferrier St. Valet Parking. 
Tickets $185. Includes cocktail, hors d’oeu-
vres and art auction. Art auction only $118. 
514.933.8461. chw.ca/artauction2018. 

Friend-raising reception for Friends of 
JPL. Sir Simon Schama is keynote speak-
er. Friend membership $500 annually. 6 
pm. Jewish Public Library, 5151 Côte St. 
Catherine Rd. To become a Friend and at-
tend contact Edna Mendelson 514.343.
3520. 

Friday, November 2 
St. Mary’s Ball. To benefit the 5th floor 

in-patient cancer and palliative care facili-
ty. Under the leadership of Alain Belle-
mare, CEO of Bombardier. Black tie. 
Evening gown. Champagne cocktail 6:30 
pm. Windsor Station, 1100 des Canadiens 
de Montreal Ave. Featuring Paul Chacra 
and 1945 band and silent auction. 
 Ristorante Beatrice and others. Tickets 
$1,000. Erin Matheson 514.734.2694. Erin.
matheson.comtl@ssss.gouv.qc.ca. 

Fiesta Mexicana. Benefit gala for the 
McGill Chamber Orchestra. Three-course 
Mexican-inspired menu, Mariachi band, 
open bar. Performance by concertmaster 
violinist Marc Djokic and Mexican sopra-
no Diana Varela. 6:30 pm. Sofitel, 1155 
Sherbrooke St. W. Tickets $350. 514. 487.
5190. info@orchestre.ca. 

Theresa Foundation benefit concert. Fea-
turing Barry Band, Linda Morrison and 
others. To benefit the grandmothers and 
children of Mnjale, Fuze and Chilundu in 
Malawi. 7:30 pm. Westmount Park 

Church, 305 Lansdowne Ave. Tickets $30. 
Students $20. info@theresafoundation.
com 

Saturday, November 3 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts Ball. – 

Nuit Couture. Co-presidents Isabèle 
Chevalier, Mitch Garber and Mark Pathy. 
Tickets $1,350. Émilie Lucas 514.285.1600 
x 105. elucas@mbamtl.org. 

Wednesday, November 7 
Atwater Library Benefit Cocktail. Cele-

brating 190th anniversary. Guests of hon-
our Grace and Alan Hogg, of The George 
Hogg Family Foundation. 6 pm. Atwater 
Library, 1200 Atwater St. Tickets $150. 
Canadahelps.org. 

Saturday, November 10 
A Night to Remember Impact Gala 2.0 

supporting the Alzheimer Society of Mont -
real. 7 pm. The Belevedere, 2 de la Com-
mune. Tickets W. Scott Broady 514. 516. 1579. 
sbroady@keystonecategorydesign.com. 

Wednesday, November 14 
JDRF DIa-Beat-It Gala in support of 

Type 1 diabetes research. Honorary presi-
dent Maarika Paul, executive vp and CFO, 
Caisse de dépot. Cocktails, dinner and 
dancing. 6 pm. Le Windsor, 1170 Peel. 
Tickets $600. 514.744.5537. lcharbonneau
@ jdrf.ca. diabeatit.ca. 

Thursday, November 15 
Laughing My Diaper Off. Fundraiser 

supporting neonatal care at Shaare Zedek 
Medical Centre in Jerusalem. Featuring 
Bob Saget. Rabbi Jacobson, David Chitay-
at and Gazette columnist Jennifer Camp-
bell will perform stand-up. 6 pm. Corona 
Theatre, 2490 Notre Dame St. W. Tickets 
from General $100. Premium $250 and 
sponsorships. Imdo.ca. 

Saturday, November 17 
Le Bal de Diamant. Viennese Ball of Mon-

treal. Celebrating the diamond anniversary 
of the Austrian Society of Montreal. Under 
the distinguished patronage of guest of 

honour, Austrian ambassador Stefan 
Pehringer. Ball president Westmounter 
Astri Prugger. Débutante presentation. 
Opera and ballet performance. Viennese 
Heuriger wine tavern until 3 a.m. Benefi-
ciaries SOS Children’s Villages; McGill’s 
Schulich School of Music, L.O.V.E. (Leave 
Out Violence), Alexander von Humboldt 
International School, DSQ German lan-
guage schools, and other youth inititia-
tives. 7 pm. Marriott Château Champlain, 
1 Place du Canada. Tickets $275. ($175. 30 
and under) 1.800.304.0193; 514.426.5272. 
astriprugger@gmail.com. balviennoisde-
montreal.org. 

Montreal Chinese Hospital Foundation 
The Forbidden City gala. Cocktail 6:00 pm. 
Dinner 8:00 pm. Black tie. Windsor Sta-
tion, 1100 des Canadiens-de-Montréal Ave. 
Tickets $350 Linda Yee 514.871.0961 x 248. 
Linda.yee@ccsmtl@ssss.gouv.qc.ca 

Soirée en Or. Fundraising gala by the 
Montreal General Hospital Foundation in 
collaboration with the Cedars Cancer 
Foundation to benefit the Program for In-
novative Therapeutics in Chest and Es -
oph a geal-Gastric Cancers. 6:30 pm. La 
Gare Viger, 755 Berri St. Tickets and infor-
mation Natalia Kalbarczyk 514.656.6662 x 
228. Natalia.kalbarczyk@ cedars cancer. ca. 
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QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale 

QCNA (Quebec Community News-
papers Association) can place your 
classified ad into 20 weekly papers 
throughout Quebec – papers just 
like the one you are reading right 
now! One phone call does it all! Call 
us at QCNA 514-697-6330. Visit: 
www.qcna.org. 

For Sale 
SAWMILLS from only $4,397 – MAKE 
MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill – Cut lumber any 
 dimension. In stock ready to ship. 
FREE info & DVD: www.Norwood
Sawmills.com/400OT. 1-800-567-
0404 Ext: 400OT.

Classifieds in the Independent 
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night, 
who-knows-who-is-replying websites when you 

can list (and sell) locally? 

Buy a classified in the Westmount Independent at:. 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Employment wanted 

Housekeeper, organizer and cook of healthy meals. Available full time and 
part time. Live in or live out. References available. 514-484-7335.

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

www.sheapainting.com

The Shea Painting approach is simple: one contract
at a time. This ensures that it delivers the highest-
quality results. Its focus is on your project alone,
with the greatest attention to detail, cleanliness
and completing the work on time and on budget.
Shea Painting is proud to have a history of repeat
customers and referrals from very pleased clients.

kevinshea@sheapainting.com
514.267.2378

One Contract at a Time

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount for over 60 years

Specialized in renovations
for older homes

Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

514-481-0125 5800 St. Jacques W.
Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

We all need electricity!

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Indie fall winter social calendar – part II
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Sunday, November 18 
ICRF Women of Action luncheon. Hon-

oring Debra Margles, president Michael 
Kors Canada; Dale Boidman, board mem-
ber Bladder Cancer Canada; pediatric 
hemato-oncologist Dr. Nada Jabado. Co-
chairs Elyse Rosen, Alana Geller, Lindsay 
Hollinger, Shari Gordon Black. Keynote 
speaker Pulitzer Prize-winner journalist 
Jodi Kantor. 11 am. Le Windsor, 1170 Peel 
St. Tickets $180. 514.481.2723. sherylram-
roop@icrfmontreal.org. icrfmontreal.org. 

Sunday, November 25 
ORT’s Ted Wise Benefit Gala for Jewish 

Education.Featuring the Classical Mystery 
Tour tribute to the Beatles with the McGill 
Schulich School of Music and a 31-piece 
orchestra. 6 pm. Place des Arts, 175 St. 
Catherine St. Tickets: Benefactor $360. Pa-
tron $250. Supporter $100. Friend $50. 
Em manuel Kalles 514.481.2787. emmanuelk
@ortmontreal.org ortmontreal.org. 

Tuesday, November 27 
Cedars Auction Soirée. Supports MUHC 

psycho-social oncology program. Culinary 
stations. 6 pm. Le Windsor, 1170 Peel St. 
Tickets $150. Estelle Dussault 514. 656.
6662. Local 221. Estelle.dussault@ cedars
cancer. ca. Cedars.ca. 
Wednesday, November 28 

Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom 136thh 
Anniversary Raffle. Cocktail dînatoire, en-
tertainment and silent auction. Proceeds 
support Temple’s programs.7 pm. Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, 4100 Sherbrooke 
St. W. Tickets $136 for two persons. 514.
937. 3575 x 214. Tebsraffle2018@ gmail.com. 
Friday, November 30 

St. Andrew’s Ball. An evening of dining, 
dancing and pageantry celebrating one 
hundred and eighty-three years of Scottish 
heritage in Montreal. Guests of honour 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Munro Ferguson of 
Novar, Scotland. Ballroom dancing and 
Scottish country dancing with the Black 

Watch Pipes and Drums. Dress: Men: 
highland formal, mess kit or tuxedo (not a 
business suit), and are encouraged to wear 
decorations, military or civil. Ladies: The 
hem of the dress should touch the danc-
ing shoes, not end mid-calf or higher up 
(not a short cocktail dress). Ladies are en-
couraged to wear tartan sashes, Celtic 
brooches, and military or civil decorations. 
Cocktails 6:30 pm, dinner 8 pm. Marriott 
Château Champlain Hotel, 1 Place du 
Canada. Adult tickets: $250. Junior (35 
and under): $145. Black Watch $145. Débu-
tantes and escorts: $100. Premium table 
(up to 10 places) $3,250/table. standrews-
ball.com. 

DECEMBER 
Tuesday, December 4 + 
Wednesday December 5 

Donald Berman Maimonides Battle of the 
Bands. Special guests Steven Page, for-
merly of The Barenaked Ladies. VIP cock-
tail 5:30 pm. MTelus, 59 St. Catherine St. 

E. Information and tickets Karen Flam 
514.483.2121 x 2307. 
Monday, December 10 

LOVE (Quebec) benefit concert with Kent 
Nagano and OSM. Co-chairs Calin Rovi-
nescu, CEO president Air Canada and 
Normand Coulombe, president iNFINi-t 
Wealth Management Advisors Inc. Hon-
orary co-chair Satoko Shibata Ingram. 6 
pm. Bourgie Hall, MMFA, 1339 Sher-
brooke St. W. Tickets: $500 VIP seating. 
$300 regular seating. 514.652.4104 x 2229. 
Info-qc@loveorganization.ca. 
Wednesday, December 12 

Toy Tea for Children. Co-chairs West-
mounter Erika Ludwick and Paulina Flo-
res Rutenberg. Providing toys for 5,000 
plus children in Quebec shelters. Perfor-
mances by school choirs. 9 am – 2:30 pm. 
Admission free with one new non-violent 
toy, or a donation. Victoria Hall, 4626 
Sher brooke St. W. 514.792.8961. toyteam-
montreal.org.

October marks 50 years of a locally operated paper 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The month of October marks two 50-
year milestones in the history of West-
mount having its own, locally published 
and owned weekly newspaper devoted 
solely to news and happenings in the city 
since October 3, 1968. 

Previously, the Westmount Examiner 
had been owned for 39 years by the Mon-
itor Publishing Company, which closed its 
doors in Côte St. Luc in 1968 with the ac-
quisition of the Examiner by its president 
at the time, John Sancton (under the name 
of J.W. Sancton & Sons) and the move to 
Westmount. This gave the Westmount 
paper “a new lease on life.” 

Also marking a 50th anniversary as of 
October 17, is the tradition of a Westmount 
paper running monthly real estate trans-
fers, also introduced by Sancton in the edi-
tion of that date. 

On the front page of that edition, Sanc-
ton listed the total amount of 37 real estate 
sales at just over $1.5 million in total. This 
is less than the sale today of an average 
Westmount house. 

“He considered real estate was a key el-
ement in Westmount,” according to son 
Don Sancton, who later took over from his 
father. “It was important for neighbours to 
know who was buying and selling to the 
point where he obtained all the listings 
from city hall as well as the building per-
mits, fire calls and police and (later) Pub-
lic Security reports.” 

The Sancton tradition was continued 
by the Independent when it made its début 
in 2007. 

When the Examiner was closed down in 

2015 – also in the month of October – by 

Transcontinental, its then owner, it left the 
Independent as the only paper dedicated to 
Westmount news. 

Had to happen in Westmount 

“If it didn’t happen in Westmount, it 
didn’t happen,” John Sancton used as a 
general benchmark for determining 
whether something was newsworthy for 
reporting, though occasionally something 
on the borders found its way into the 
paper. 

Interestingly, the début of the transfers 

in 1968 indicates just how much the price 
level, cost of living and real estate market 
has changed over the 50 years, recalls Don 
Sancton. 

“I distinctly remember when my father 
enlisted Ted (his brother) and me to help 
him on the weekend. He paid us $1.35 an 
hour.” They were teenagers at the time but 
the amount reflected payrolls at the time, 
he said. 

Also interesting in retrospect was that 
headline story of October 3, 1968 reading 

“Fire engines parade Saturday.” The story 

previewed the city’s annual Fire Preven-
tion Week parade, a major event at the 
time when the city operated its own West-
mount Fire Brigade.

The first edition, October 3, 1968, of the Westmount Examiner after its move into Westmount and 
acquisition by John Sancton. Courtesy of Don Sancton

On October 17, publication of real estate trans -
fers was introduced, a trad i tion in Westmount 
continued by the Independent.



Westmounter Isabelle de Mévius is 
more than a philanthropist. The aristo-
cratic Belgian art collector is also an au-
thor and the founder and owner of 1700 La 
Poste, the Griffintown go-to art space. And 
yes, the gallery is in a former post office. 

Built at the turn of the 20th century, the 
classical building was purchased by de 
Mévius to house her vision: a gallery/mu-
seum dedicated to the visual arts. Today, 
the luminous white space houses lectures 
and exhibitions. 

Recently, a cocktail was held to show-
case the work of multidisciplinary artist Ed 
Pien, 1700 La Poste’s current exhibitor, and 
to celebrate the gallery’s five years. 

And what a cocktail it was! One not 
could have been faulted for thinking the 
reception was in Berlin or London; it was 
über-cool, full of collectors, gallerists and 
artists. Champagne and water were served 
– how elegant just to serve 
sparkling! 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Isabelle de Mévius and Pierre-François Ouellette. Ed Pien.

de Mévius’s 1700 La Poste celebrates 5th with Pien exhibiton

continued on p. 17
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Premier Home 
Furnishings 

Store 

CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS 
Furniture, Mirrors, Silver, Jewellery, 

China, Lighting, Decorative Accessories 
Not using it... moving.... redecorating... renovating 

514-564-3600 
e-mail your photos to:info@galeriem.ca 

www.galeriem.ca 
8160 Devonshire Rd. Mt-Royal 

Together We Make Consigning Easy!

Bernard Levy, Christiane Léaud and Louis Villeneuve.

Laurent and Bernard Colas.

Paul-Émile Rioux, Hélène Couture and Claude Choquet.



Protecting arrivals from the inclement 
night, a large canopy was spread above the 
handsome colonnade entrance. Most 
guests wore black, ranging from peek-a-
boo tops and Adidas sneakers (fashion de-
signer Denis Gagnon), to actual black tie 
(Claude Choquet, there with artist Hélène 
Couture) and chic suits. Future CEOs/art 
collector youngsters wore school attire. 

The gallery’s two floors exhibited Pien’s 
work: a video, line drawings, an exquisite-
ly hand-cut shoji paper work and a 
monochromatic ink on paper piece. A 
stand-out was his pliable plane wall in-
stallation constructed of colourful threads, 
its web-like dimensionality recalling 
Arachne and Athena. 

Inspired by both Eastern and Western 
myths, the artist’s drawing-based works 
are rooted in his study of historical repre-
sentations of Hell and their relation to the 
violence of war. A myriad of Dante-esque 
drawings of figures in sadistic positions 
was exhibited floor to ceiling on an entire 
wall. 

Pien emotionally thanked his gallerist 
Pierre-François Ouellette and de Mévius, 
in “my really bad Oscar speech.”  

Taiwan-born, Pien lives and works in 
Toronto, where he is a professor in the 
John H. Daniels faculty of architecture, 
landscape and design at the University of 
Toronto. 

Welcoming guests was Roger Lupien, 
1700 La Poste administrative director. 
Noted studying Pien’s narratively-intricate 
works were Westmounters Louis Vil-
leneuve, Bernard Colas and his son Lau-
rent (who both recently attended a de 
Mévius wedding in Italy) as well as former 
Vie des Arts editor-in-chief Bernard Levy, 
Claudette Hould, Christiane Léaud, 
Claude Gosselin, director CIAC; Daniel 
Ethier, and digital artist Paul Émile Rioux, 
whose work was just profiled in White 
Hot, the international contemporary art 
magazine.
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NDG – 5460 Av. Notre-Dame-de-Grâce $985,000

Westmount – 466 Ch. de la Côte St. Antoine $3,995,000 Westmount – 425 Av. Wood $2,250,000 

Westmount – 4892 Av. Westmount $1,690,000

B.514.934.1818 
C.514.912.1482 
baudinet@royallepage.ca 

www.baudinet.cabéatrice baudinet

REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Top 1% 
in Canada

REVISED PRICE

ON THE FLATS!MANSION WITH POOL!

Diamond Award Winner 
Top 10 team for 

Royal Lepage Quebec. 
2009–2017

SUN-FILLED 4 BDRM

TH E WO RL D N E E D S
G R E AT WO M E N

thestudy.qc.ca
514.935.9352 ext. 260

WE’RE 
MAKING
HISTORY

HERSTORY
THE FUTURE BELONGS

TO HER

Friday, November 2nd 2018  

KINDERGARTEN
SHOWCASE

Daniel Ethier and Denis Gagnon.

WESTMOUNT ALTERNATIVE 
93 av Easton, Montreal West 

Open House: 
Sunday, October 28, 2 to 4 pm 

An elegant family home with over 3,400 sf of living space 
in truly move-in condition. Beautiful details throughout, 
large bright spaces. The ground floor offers a gracious 
 entertaining space, an office and a powder room. Five bed-
rooms are situated on the 2nd floor including the master 
with a large ensuite. Finished basement with a family room, 
exercise room, laundry room, powder room and storage. 
Two-car garage. Situated on a quiet family-friendly street. 
Centris #28982398 $1,488,000 

Catherine Gardner 
Real estate broker 

Les Immeubles Imagine Realties Inc. 
cgardnerimagine@gmail.com 

514-793-5608

to His Poetry. The plaque was commis-
sioned by the Writers’ Chapel Trust. 

“An appreciative, overflowing crowd,” 
said Stromberg Stein, including Dudek’s 
two grandchildren, were there to hear his 
son, Gregory Dudek; Mike Gnarowski; 
B. Beutler, Steven Morrissey and Marc 
Plourde speak about him. 

Dudek “concluded his book of collect-
ed poems saying how one ‘drifts slowly 
 towards oblivion,’ but we know he will 
never be forgotten,” summarized Strom -
berg Stein to the Independent. “He often 
 repeated to his students a line from his 
own poetry: ‘you have to create something 
if you want it to exist.’ It became my 
motto.”

Dudek, cont’d. from p. 5 

Overheard: October 17 
Westmount Park, 11:25 am 

Caregiver to toddler: “I love you, too.” 
◇   ◇   ◇ 

de Maisonneuve & Metcalfe, 11:30 am 
Woman into cell phone: “She had a 

criminal record when they placed her. 
There’s no way they could get $200,000.” 

◇   ◇   ◇ 
de Maisonneuve & Greene: 11:40 am 

Man to woman: “The 12 doesn’t have 
to be a hard 12. It could be a soft 12, so 
we could leave at 11.”
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RONDA BLY
Estate & Moving Sales

CERTIFIED APPRAISER
MEMBER OF THE

CANADIAN PERSONAL PROPERTY
APPRAISERS GROUP

EXPERT EVALUATIONS
FULL PROFESSIONAL SETUPS
COMPLETE CLEANUP AVAILABLE

WE BUY CANADIAN PAINTINGS
CONTACT: 514 236-4159

WWW.RONDABLY.COM
SETTING THE STANDARD

IN ESTATE SALES SINCE 1998

BEAUTY by NEALY
Laser hair removal
Facials (all types)

Microdermabrasion
Wax & electrolysis

Therapeutic massage
We use and sell:

Nealy Chea

Free Parking

elle & lui
2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Fire destroys three cars on Edgehill Rd. 
By Martin C. Barry 

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. have 
launched an investigation following a fire 
that destroyed three cars parked in a shar -
ed driveway at residences on Edgehill Rd. 
in upper Westmount on October 18. 

According to Station 12 community re-
lations officer Stéphan Laperrière, the ve-
hicles were ablaze when police arrived on 
the scene around 2:30 am. 

Two of the vehicles belonged to the 
owners at one address, while a third was a 
neighbour’s. 

It is believed that the third vehicle, 
which was parked near the other two, 
caught fire because it was in the path of 
flames which were fanned by high winds 
that night. 

“It’s under investigation,” added Laper-
rière, while noting that the Montreal fire 
department was summoned to control the 
blaze. 

Police: get valuables out of sight 

A string of car break-and-entry inci-
dents in various areas of Westmount re-
cently offers a stark warning to motorists 
that leaving valuables in plain view inside 
your vehicle is an open invitation to crim-

inals who specialize in “smash and grab” 
thefts. 

“Even though it might be dark, and 
even though you might have tinted win-
dows, people are still able to see in and 
find a way to take what is not rightfully 
theirs while causing damage,” said Laper-
rière. 

“Keeping personal items out of view in 
vehicles that are parked is one of the best 
ways to prevent thefts from inside cars,” 
he added. 

Audi broken into 

Sometime during the long weekend of 
Oct. 13 to 15, an Audi A4 whose owners 
were away for the weekend was broken 
into and robbed of personal items. The po-
lice report stated that the front passenger 
door window was broken. 

A Mercedes that was parked between 11 

am and 2 pm on Oct. 14 outside an upper 
Westmount home was broken into and 
the contents of a purse which had been 
left inside were stolen. 

According to the report, the rear pas-
senger window was smashed. The perpe-
trator stole some loose change inside the 
purse. The purse itself, which had been 
emptied out on the car’s rear seat, was left 
behind. 

Land Rover broken into 

On October 15 between 6:30 and 10:30 
pm, two driver-side windows on a Land 
Rover parked near the corner of St. 
Catherine St. and Metcalfe Ave. were bro-
ken and personal items inside the vehicle 
were stolen. 

According to the police report, the per-
petrator got away with a designer handbag 
described as “high end” with an estimat-

ed value of several thousand dollars. “It 
was left in view and that’s why probably 
someone was able to see and then go in 
and get it,” Laperrière said. 

Nissan broken into 

On Oct. 17 around 5:30 pm, Montreal 
police officers on patrol noticed that the 
rear passenger side window on a Nissan 
Murano parked on St. Catherine St. in 
front of Westmount Square had been 
smashed and the vehicle was burglarized. 

Captured images from video surveil-
lance cameras that were active in the vicin-
ity of the incident may help the investiga-
tors identify the perpetrator and may 
possibly also provide additional evidence, 
Laperrière said. Items stolen from inside 
the vehicle included a wallet containing 
personal identification, as well as an iPad 
and other Apple electronic devices.

Photo: Ralph Thompson. 
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Comin’ Up
Wednesday, October 24 

Rotary new membership information 
meeting. Refreshments served. West-
mount Room, Westmount Public Library. 
6 pm to 8 pm. 

Thursday, October 25 
“The Architectural Wealth of West-

mount’s Houses of Worship” by David 
Hanna. Westmount Public Library. Free 
tickets available at the library. 7 pm. 

Friday, October 26 
▶ Atwater Library fall book sale. 1200 At-
water Ave. 6 to 8 pm. Also Saturday, Octo-
ber 27 – 10 am to 4 pm. 
▶ Board game evening. Leonidas Culture 
Chocolat, 318, Victoria Ave. 6 to 9 pm. 

Sunday, October 28 
▶ Cantor Gideon Zelermyer. $5, includes 
light lunch. Congregation Shaar Hasho -
mayim, 425 Metcalfe Ave. Reservations 
Appreciated: 514.937.9474 x 139. 12 noon. 
▶ “Treasures for our Children: Jewish Food-
ways for the 21st Century,” by Joan Nathan, 
Lara Rabinovitch and Daphna Rabinovitch, 
and moderated by Susan Schwartz. Free, but 
registration required at  www.mcgill.ca/ lib
rary/rsvp-event-treasures - our-children-jew
ish -foodways. Victoria Hall. 3 pm. 

Sunday, November 4 
City Remembrance Day ceremony. 

Cenotaph in front of city hall. 2 pm. 

Tuesday, November 6 
Deirdre Potash on “Marc Aurèle Fortin 

and His Bicycle,” presented by the Women’s 
Art Society of Montreal. $10. Men welcome. 
Unitarian Church of Montreal, 5035 de 
Maisonneuve West. 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm. 

Wednesday, November 7 
▶ Atwater Library’s annual benefit. Guests 
of honour are Alan Hogg and Grace Hogg 
of The George Hogg Family Foundation. 
$150 online from CanadaHelps and at li-
brary. 1200 Atwater Ave. 6 pm. 
▶ CLSC Flu Vaccination Clinic. Victoria 
Hall. 10 am. 

Saturday, November 10 
Artisans Westmount. $2 or non-perish-

able food item. Victoria Hall. 10:30 am to 5 
pm. Also on Sunday, November 11. 10:30 
am to 5 pm.

To be listed in Comin’ Up 
Please send your Westmount event, to: 
cu@westmountindependent.com 
Be sure to write by Friday at 10 am 

for inclusion the next week.

Renaud shortlisted for second award this year 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount children’s author Anne 
 Renaud is now in line for her second 
award this fall after being shortlisted by 
the Quebec Writers’ Federation 2018 liter-
ary awards. She is up for one of its seven 
“prestigious” prizes, according to a press 
release by the QWF. 

Winners are to be named November 20 
when the awards will be presented. 

Renaud is one of three finalists in the 
category of children’s and young adult lit-
erature for her book Mr. Crum’s Potato 
Predicament, a folklore-based story of the 

invention of potato chips (see story 
September 12, 2017, p. 12). 

Interestingly, this category is sponsored 
in memory of author Janet Savage Blach-
ford, a graduate of The Study who grew up 
on Highland on the border with West-
mount and who served as a board mem-
ber of the QWF. 

Renaud has already won the “children 
and youth” category of the Canadian Jew-
ish Literary Awards presented October 14 
for her story Fania’s Heart set in the 
Auschwitz concentration camp (see story 
March 20, p. 6).
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Sud-Ouest | Lachine Canal | $1,495,000 | 1689 rue St-Patrick #307 | MLS: 27161770 | 2 bedroom condo with panoramic views of city and mountain.

WESTMOUNT $1,795,000 
561 Av. Grosvenor MLS: 11245905 
Magnificent contemporary style semi, fully 
renovated 4+1 bedrooms in mid-level location!

WESTMOUNT $1,795,000 
34 Av. Holton MLS: 15471705 
Charming semi, perfectly located on the flats! 
4 Bdrms w/ large deck & garage.

WESTMOUNT $1,295,000 
303 Av. Grosvenor MLS: 22390532 
3+1 bedrooms with beautiful terrace and deck.

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE $2,195,000 
2 Chelsea Place MLS: 26576267 
5 bedrooms with amazing rooftop terrace.

WESTMOUNT $1,895,000 
7 Av. Thornhill MLS: 16729278 
Stunning 3 bedrooms semi with beautiful garden & 
garage on quaint street.

WESTMOUNT ADJ. $2,049,000 
4054 Av. Highland MLS: 17338438 
Prime location! Detached century old with 
a magnificent contemporary extension.

WESTMOUNT ADJ. $1,535,000 
4111 Av. Marlowe MLS: 11026498 
Large 5 Bdr semi w/ garage.

MONT-TREMBLANT $1,550,000 
136 rue Bondurand MLS: 17870959 
Million dollar view ! Ski-in/ski-out.

WESTMOUNT $2,495,000 
3206 Boul. The Boulevard MLS: 10313661 
Sumptuous details & Breathtaking views. Perfectly 
located close to Westmount’s best schools.

NEW

CHIC SHACK FROM $249,000 
2150 Route Principale MLS: 11902891 
Integrated project of micro-houses near Tremblant. 
2 to 3 bdr houses. Organic farm, hiking trails & more.

CONDITIONAL OFFER

SOLDCONDITIONAL OFFERCONDITIONAL OFFER

NEW

NEW

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. OCT. 28, 2-4 PM


