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A long-lens view of the construction of the new Champlain Bridge, taken from
Westmount lookout the evening of June 13.

Dockless Dropbike could complement Bixi

City expected to approve another bike-sharing system
By Laureen Sweeney
A second bike-sharing system is expected to be introduced in Westmount on
a trial basis in August and September,
Councillor Philip Cutler said last week.
Letters p. 6
Social Notes by V. Redgrave p. 21
Underdog by J. Davey p. 8

Max
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514.941.8802
RE/MAX ACTION INC.
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount

This is Dropbike, a “smart” dockless system that would allow it to operate in areas
not now serviced by Bixi.
Dropbikes are outfitted with their own
stand and GPS, which enables them to be
left in “havens.” These are parking spots
that potential users can identify by downloading an app to locate the closest bike.

The user pays $1 an hour for use.
“This is a really good tool for low traffic
areas,” Cutler explained. Dropbike complements Bixi by providing service to less
busy areas than those serviced by Bixi.
Following a try-out May 9 when bikes
were stationed at city hall, the city is now
reviewing the system with the Dropbike or-

November 5, 2017 municipal election

Suburban editor-in-chief Beryl Wajsman
has confirmed he will be running for the
mayoralty of Westmount in the November 5 election. He also said he would continue with his job at the newspaper if
elected.
“Obviously I will be staying on as editor
of the Suburban even if I win – I’m allowed to do that,” Wajsman, a Westmount
resident for the past 15 years, said in an in-

terview with the Independent.
At the same time, he said “there will be
nothing from Westmount other than
straight news during the election or after,”
while insisting his candidacy won’t interfere in the least with the paper’s coverage.
Wajsman said he would be filing his
candidacy papers at Westmount city hall
on July 4.
Noting that “every era has its issues,”
and that heritage conservation and demerger were continued on p. 7

THINK OF US AS ALOE
FOR MARKET BURNS.
At PWL Capital, we’re on a mission to change the way Canadians invest.
We take the guesswork out of managing your portfolio.
No fads. No guesswork. No drama.

ganization as well as the city’s Legal department, he said.
“The plan is to pilot with about 50 bikes
and see if there’s high use. One thing that’s
really nice is that the company produces
the analytics.” It costs a municipality nothing to provide the service
after arrangements and lo- continued on p. 10
This is our second-to-last issue before
the summer break.

Wajsman declares his
candidacy for mayor
By Martin C. Barry
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4 Bedroom Home Near Monkland Village – 3838 Old Orchard – $869,000

REAL ESTATE AGENCY

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Classic 4 Bedroom Home – 598 Av. Lansdowne – $1,475,000

Victorian Row House – 102 Av. Columbia
$1,150,000

Westmount – 324 Av.Prince-Albert
$849,000

Westmount – 519 Av. Clarke
$3,450,000

Renovated w/Studio in basement
4937 ch. Circle – $1,139,000

Charming Home W/Garage & Garden
5052 Av. Glencairn – $885,000

Little Burgundy – 2655 Rue RufusRockhead, apt. 301 – $455,000

The Gleneagles – Many Units Available – 3940 ch. de
la côte-des-Neiges – Please call for more information

Ville Marie – 445 Av. Viger O., apt. 1301
$695,000 or $3,300/Month
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All 13 have their own solution, says city

Study moves into viability of houses of worship
By Laureen Sweeney
The first part of a city study of its 13
houses of worship has been completed. It
is an inventory of the built heritage, according to Urban Planning project manager Myriam St-Denis. The city is now
meeting with each individually to discuss
ways in which these institutions might remain viable.
The study is being conducted as part of
the new Westmount Heritage Council at a
time when the future of two local churches
is uncertain. St. Stephen’s Anglican
Church is already reported to have a buyer,
possibly a developer. Mountainside United
has been for sale for a year.
“We’re looking at the needs of these
buildings and how the city might help
them find creative ways to preserve their
existence,” she explained last week. This
includes an inventory of what is historically and spiritually important to each con-

gregation.
“A house of worship is dedicated to the
community, and we are trying to keep it
that way,” she added.
The study was launched two years ago
(see story July 7, 2015, p. 4).
Given dwindling congregations and
high costs of maintaining these aging heritage buildings, the need to protect houses
of worship is a major challenge being
faced across the country, she explained.
In Westmount, all 13 have been documented as Category I heritage buildings.
“Each has its own issues and solutions,” StDenis said. “So we have one study with 13
different solutions.”
In the event a house of worship is sold,
as is happening to St. Stephen’s, an inventory of architectural features inside and
out will help identify those that should be
protected or integrated into a new development.
At St. Stephen’s, an example of some of

these are the exterior roof dormers with
their neo-Gothic wood trim, the stained
glass windows and the wood detailing of
the nave.
In minutes of a meeting of the city’s
general committee of council February 6
(before the church was known to be for
sale), it was explained that “the study of another church’s architecture was postponed
in order to determine what is essential to
be preserved in St. Stephen’s Church’s

building…in case the building is put up for
sale, this should be established beforehand.”
Representatives of all 13 had been invited to a round table discussion to introduce the process and dialogue with the
city (see story September 8, 2015, p. 10), StDenis said. Now a second roundtable will
be required as part of the second phase to
examine uses. This part of the study is expected to last another two years.
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Myriam St-Denis in her office at the Urban Planning department June 29.
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JOSEPHMONTANARO
B . A R C H | R E A L E S TAT E B R O K E R
PRESTIGIOUS RESIDENCES

Westmount | 753 Lexington $6,800,000

Westmount | 2 Ramezay $5,250,000

Westmount | 617 Clarke $4,995,000

Westmount | 3657 The Boulevard $4,995,000

INTRODUCING

Westmount | 746 Lexington $4,500,000

Westmount | 61 Summit Crescent $4,195,000

Mont-Royal | 633 Boul. Laird $3,650,000

Westmount | 122 Aberdeen $3,599,000
INTRODUCING

Westmount | 3101 Cedar $3,495,000

Westmount | 519 Clarke $3,450,000

Westmount | 515 Roslyn $3,380,000

Westmount | 635 Carleton $3,288,000

Westmount | 651 Roslyn $2,750,000

INTRODUCING / ACCEPTED OFFER

Westmount | 478 Mt-Pleasant $3,195,000

Westmount | 26 Edgehill $2,995,000

Westmount | 680 Victoria $2,900,000

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

WATERFRONT

Westmount | 320 Redfern $2,598,000

Westmount | 3302 Cedar $2,388,000

Dorval | 8-8A Martin

$2,299,000

Westmount | 483 Elm

$1,998,000

M
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A LEADER IN WESTMOUNT REAL ESTATE
FOR MY COMPLETE COLLECTION OF PROPERTIES PLEASE VISIT:

josephmontanaro.com
LUXURIOUS CONDOMINIUMS
PENTHOUSE

PENTHOUSE

INTRODUCING

DOWNTOWN | Sir George Simpson $6,500,000

DOWNTOWN | Beaux Arts $3,350,000

DOWNTOWN | Icône $2,675,000+GST/QST

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

WESTMOUNT ADJ. | M sur la Montagne $1,995,000

WESTMOUNT | 376 Redfern #30-31 $1,750,000

DOWNTOWN | 1501 Docteur-Penfield $1,199,000

DOWNTOWN | Acadia

PURCHASED | Westmount $6,580,000*

PURCHASED | Westmount $3,995,000*

PURCHASED | Westmount Adj $3,995,000*

PURCHASED | Westmount $2,495,000*

PURCHASED | Westmount $2,085,000*

PURCHASED | Domaines de la Rive-Sud $1,998,000*

ACCEPTED OFFER | Downtown $1,995,000**

ACCEPTED OFFER | Île-des-Soeurs $1,599,000**

ACCEPTED OFFER | Westmount $1,380,000*

PURCHASED | Downtown $999,000*

PURCHASED | Mount-Royal $680,000*

RENTED | Westmount Square $2,800*

DOWNTOWN | Altoria $6,175,000+GST/QST

RECENT SALES

*ASKING PRICE | **WITH CONDITIONS

$869,000

sothebysrealty.ca

Real Estate Agency | Independently owned & operated

6 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – July 4, 2017

Letters to the Editor
Window permit by-laws
should be modernized
Regarding, “City asked to consider new
criteria for windows” (June 20, p. 1), my
sympathies [go] to Mr. Neal. I really do not
understand Westmount’s permitting practices. Are there no engineers available so
that the citizens of Westmount have to
abide by standards that were mostly good
100 years ago? Because the choices were
rather limited then?
In today’s world, energy efficiency is a
major objective. Also, most modern, highefficiency windows can be made to appear
like those of 100 years ago. After all, is it
not the appearance that we are concerned
about? Or is it the objective of the Westmount Planning Advisory Committee to
turn all houses into museum pieces?
If this is so, I guess I will have to look for
a source of coal, resurrect my old furnace
and stock up on wood for the fireplaces!
Alfred Edel, Victoria Ave.

Westmounters should be
proud of RMR
As we examine the aftermath of Montreal’s recent flood disaster, Westmount
can be proud of the role played by its Royal
Montreal Regiment (RMR) in bringing aid

Photo courtesy of S. Buscemi

Positive passing of
the mantle
Members of the Royal Montreal Regiment at a
Pierrefonds flood site May 8.

to the victims.
Lieutenant-Colonel John Shone, commanding officer of the RMR, in a recent
talk at a Rotary Club of Westmount meeting, provided a concise account of the
army’s swift mobilization of resources.
Those resources included the army reserve – men and women in the civilian
workforce who dedicate their off-hours to
training for times of crisis when they’ll be
called upon to serve.
In proportion to the size of other units,
the RMR “punched above its weight” – it
contributed 37 soldiers to the aid operation.
Lt. Col. Shone quoted from a letter sent
by a flood victim in St. Geneviève to Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau: “Alors que nous
étions épuisés, l’armée fut une bénédiction.

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount.
Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am
Publisher: David Price
Editor: Kristin McNeill
Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney
Letters & Comments:
We welcome your letters but reserve the right
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be
considered for publication the following week.
Please check your letter carefully as we may
be unable to make subsequently submitted
changes. E-mail any letter or comments to
indie@westmountindependent.com.
Letter writers should not expect to be published
in every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or
repeatedly in the same season or on the same
topic.

Ce fut un grand moment de bonheur de voir
tous ces soldats travailler aussi efficacement et
avec autant d’ardeur.”
Eloquent, moving, and true.
Susan Buscemi, board of directors,
the Rotary Club of Westmount

How Can We Help You?

Stories and letters
Kristin McNeill: 514.223.3578
indie@westmountindependent.com

Advertising Sales
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567
advertising@westmountindependent.com

Classified ads
www.westendclassiﬁeds.com

Accounting
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138
oﬃce@westmountindependent.com

As we said goodbye and expressed our
great appreciation to Peter Trent for his
tremendous contribution to our community, it was wonderful to know that we have
an excellent candidate for the next election in Christina Smith.
Although I have not had the opportunity
to work with her on council, I have had the
chance to hear her cogent points of view
and ideas, and to witness her enthusiasm
for Westmount going forward.
One of the hallmarks of most members
of our city councils has been having councillors and mayors who see this role not as
a political position but as an opportunity to
improve and give back to their community.
Christina seems to be continuing that
agenda. I, for one, am thrilled to see that
we can pass the mantle on to the next generation.
Karin Marks, former mayor
of Westmount

Leave the stop signs
I am writing regarding the upcoming
decision to remove the stop signs at the
two crosswalks on Greene Ave. I think that
pulling these stop signs would be a big
mistake for three reasons:
1. Montrealers in general, and Westmounters in particular, are heedless in
driving their cars. They drive too fast, endangering pedestrians. Without the stop
signs, speeds are sure to increase.
2. The crossing at Greene and de Maisonneuve is already a very hazardous spot.
While vehicles generally obey the stoplights, the cyclists do not, running into
pedestrians on a regular basis.
3. Most importantly, the crossing on
Greene between de Maisonneuve and
St. Catherine is frequented by elderly
people, who need extra time to cross the
street. Removing the stop signs here
will endanger these people.
For these reasons, I hope that this decision will be reversed.
John Stix, Montrose Ave.

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time on
Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
oﬃce@westmountindependent.com.

Friendship Circle holds art vernissage
at Shaar Hashomyim
Around 500 supporters of the Friendship
Circle attended an art vernisssage at
Congregation Shaar Hashomayim on
June 6 for the group’s art program, which
gives individuals who have special needs
an opportunity to express their creativity
while showcasing their artwork. Guided
by professional artists, the participants
were taught various art techniques to
create art works. Those attending were
invited to purchase one of the 86 pieces on
display. Seen here is Monica Merleau of
The Boulevard, left, with her daughter,
Jasmin Khanna, who created the piece
seen hanging on the bottom of the easel.
The Friendship Circle was launched in
2001 with a mission to provide special
needs people with social and educational
experiences.
Photo: Martin C. Barry
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Owned and published by:
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Board chair speaks up

‘Premature’ to say The Open Door has new home
By Laureen Sweeney
Contrary to some reports, The Open
Door mission at St. Stephen’s Anglican
Church is still looking at “all options” and
has not signed any agreement for a site rumoured to be “down the hill,” at another
church.
So said the day shelter’s board chair Jason Baxendale last week, explaining that “I
think it’s premature at this point and unwise to be over-optimistic. I’ve seen lots of
deals fall through before the ink is dry,
and there are lots of obstacles ahead of
us.”
One, he said, is hoping the Anglican
diocese can persuade the pending buyer of
St. Stephen’s to extend The Open Door’s
lease from July 31 until December 31. This
is needed to allow time for preparing any
new facilities.
Another is fundraising to pay the lease
and to do what work is required to physi-

cally prepare any new facility to accommodate the day shelter.
One news outlet has reported a church
in Little Burgundy on Coursol St. as the
subject of negotiation.
St. Stephen’s, at the southwest corner of
Dorchester and Atwater in Westmount,
held its last Sunday service at the end of
December (see story January 28, p. 1). It
has accommodated The Open Door
throughout some 30 years as it provides
shelter, meals and counselling services for
a clientele of up to 150 a day centred
around Cabot Square.
While the identity of the church’s new
owner has not been announced, Baxendale said he believes the ownership will be
transferred before July 31, the date by
which the mission has been given to vacate
the premises.

According to minutes of the closed-door
session, the Anglican diocese wanted to
ensure the church retained its vested
rights. It was further reported that “a
prospective developer for the site could
apply for a PPCMOI. However, the maximum building height for residences in the
zone is set at three storeys.”
The PPCMOI refers to a city by-law process regarding projects that do not conform to current zoning.
The minutes also refer to the church’s
Category I rating and important architectural features that would be required to be
preserved in any redevelopment (see separate story, p. 3).

Swift retires after 35 years

Wants to work with buyer
“We’d like to work with the buyer and

Wajsman cont’d. from p. 1
two issues that brought Westmounters together at one time, he said a similarly important issue in the coming election could
be the future of the provincial riding of
Westmount-St. Louis.
Wajsman suggested that Quebec elections officials have plans to merge Westmount-St. Louis with another riding, as
with the proposed merger of Outremont
and Mont-Royal, which stirred up a hornet’s nest of opposition in the process.
Wajsman maintained that during a recent interview he had with Quebec Premier Philippe Couillard, a member of
Couillard’s staff said that “bureaucrats”
were going to get rid of Westmount-St.
Louis. “It could happen again,” said Wajsman. “The spectre of remerger is always

the city to give them assurances of our intentions to pay rent and that we have insurance.”
The Open Door has been allowed by the
city of Westmount to operate as an outreach arm of St. Stephen’s in its role as a
house of worship. But Baxendale stated
that the mission was a “church within itself
because it carries on prayer sessions and
ministers to those in need.”
After the St. Stephen’s congregation
merged with St. James the Apostle (now St.
Jax) downtown, the future of its 1908 building – which now exists in a residential
zone by vested rights – was discussed by
city council at its general committee meeting of February 6.

present.”
One plan to merge Westmount territory
into the NDG riding was abandoned recently (see story March 7, 2017, p. 3).
However, Wajsman said he is not limiting himself only to that issue. He sees economic development, reasonable taxes and
road maintenance as also being important.
“Christina said in her investiture speech
that her priorities are expanding the green
spaces, securing the bike paths and restoring the greenhouses to their former glory,”
he added, referring to interim mayor
Christina Smith, who is also seeking the
mayoralty. “Obviously my priorities are different.”

Catherine Swift left on retirement June
23 after 35 years with the city, 20 of
them at Westmount Public Library as
executive assistant to the director.
Current director Julie-Anne Cardella
described her as “driven, enthusiastic
and appreciated by all.” Seen here in
her office the day before her last, Swift
recalled her role, often interfacing with
the public while working in Finance, the
municipal court, the early days of
Public Security, and Public Works as
well as being executive assistant to the
mayor. She has been replaced by
Caroline Proctor, who formerly worked
at the circulation desk and in
Community Events.
Photo: Laureen Sweeney

Immediate Delivery
Open House:

Estate & Moving Sales
We Provide
32"
$388

UÞãÒôÖǊǱǊSundays
1:00–4:00 p.m.

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
Master Editions Antiques
514-501-9072

Showroom
215 Redfern, suite 410

Westmount Living at its finest

514-651-4410
514-984-0741
www.215redfern.com
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Construction work
causes gas leak
Firefighters were called to Westmount
Ave. and Victoria June 28 for a gas leak,
Public Security officials said. The leak was
related to the reconstruction of Westmount Ave. at that location, according to
Benoit Hurtubise, city assistant director
general for infrastructure. Officials said
the fire department had not requested any
assistance from public safety officers, and
no report was made of the incident. Many
fire trucks and an ambulance were spotted
at the scene by a witness.

Professional Window
Maintenance Services
ȾThermo Replacement
ȾScreen Repair/cleaning/storage
ȾHardware Repair/cleaning
Ⱦlubrication ȾCaulking

Call for a FREE EVALUATION:

514-726-7736
rousillon@solutionthermo.com

Big dog needs new digs
The
Underdog
Club
Jane Davey
We’re told Jade stands at about 32 inches
and weighs in at 74 pounds – though not a
massive dog, she would be considered
moderately statuesque to some, which
gives her more challenge at being adopted.
Her owner was evicted from her apartment and could not find accommodation
that would also welcome her “plus-size”
pooch, which sounds suspiciously like discrimination...
Back to Jade. This healthy six-plus-yearold bright-eyed beauty is a best-guess mix
of shepherd, Dane and Lab, and is described by her present caretakers at
Gerdy’s Rescues and Adoptions as a
“sweet, smart and playful gentle giant.”
She is crate-trained and just adores her
space – door opened or closed – and stays
calm and quiet when left alone. She’s been
recently fitted with an easy-walk harness
and now walks beautifully on the leash.

She also loves car rides, where she just
curls up, chills out and falls asleep.
Jade will require adopters who are experienced dog people and can provide her
with the love, attention and exercise she
craves and needs. She could handle the
company of another confident dog who
won’t be all up in her face, and is fine with

cats and kids older than 14.
A fenced-in yard would be a real bonus
for her and extra fun for those who love the
zen of ball-tossing, because Jade is a top
calibre ball retriever!
If big is beautiful (and no barrier) to
you, then please reach out to Gerdy’s at
info@gerdysrescue.org or 514.942.5790.

LUXURY HOMES

FOR RENT

The Forester 2017 is the number-one choice of compact
SUV connoisseurs. Entirely redesigned and safer than ever,
the Forester is the perfect fit for every type of terrain.

CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE
SELECTION OF LUXURY HOMES FOR
RENT IN GREATER MONTREAL.

WITH GROUPE COPLEY’S OWN
DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM, WE WANT TO ENSURE
THAT YOUR RENTAL EXPERIENCE IS TRULY
OUTSTANDING WITH US.

2017 FORESTER
104 payments starting from

View all our homes at

GROUPECOPLEY.COM
QUESTIONS? ASK PENNY

INFO@GROUPECOPLEY.COM OR
514.656.6437 ext.0

Serving executives, athletes,
and professionals since 1998

138 48

$

bi-weekly, taxes extra

*

months lease

• SYMMETRICAL ALL-WHEEL DRIVE
• BOXER ENGINE
• EYESIGHT SYSTEM1

2017 AJAC CANADIAN UTILITY VEHICLE
OF THE YEAR 2
2017 IIHS TOP SAFETY PICK +3
IIHS SUPERIOR FRONT CRASH PREVENTION4

Total amount required before the leasing period: $2,760.55 (taxes included). Lease based on a maximum: 20,000

km/year with excess charged at $0.10/km.

SUBARU-MONTREAL.com

514-737-1880 4900 Pare St., Montreal

north of the Jean-Talon/Victoria intersection, east of Decarie NAMUR

*Lease offers apply to 2017 Forester 2.5i (HJ1 X0) with manual transmission. 104 bi-weekly payments of $138 for a 48-month term and $2,248.00 in down payment. First bi-weekly payment
due at lease inception. Total amount required before the leasing period is $2,760.55 (taxes included). The offer does not apply to the model shown. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000
km/year with excess charged at $0.10/km. Dealer may lease for less. Vehicle shown for illustration purposes only.
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Hidden talents: Artistic photo project

Appreciating fleeting beauty

Photo courtesy of M.S. Gibson

Mary Sue Gibson says about her photograph taken May 18: “It seems that we waited a long time to see
the blossoms this year. I was struck by the beauty of this tree and its reflection in the lagoon. The
moments of full bloom are short lived but much appreciated after a long winter.”

Please submit your artistic photos to indie@westmountindependent.com, including
what struck you about the scene and the date you took the photo. We’ll run the best ones.
We hope you’ve been enjoying the series so far.
– Kristin McNeill, editor

WESTMOUNT | $1,249,000
Beautiful 3 bedroom apartment in Westmount
Park Towers (The Pom). 2,300 SF, 2 garages.

514.269.3564
www.profusion.global

Profusion immobilier inc. Real Estate Agency

presented by

until July 8th,
from noon to 1.30pm
Come enjoy live jazz performances at the Metro level
of the shopping centre for a chance to win a pair of tickets
to a Pink Martini concert at Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier on July 8th, 2017.

AlexisNihonMtl

alexisnihon_

#jazzbreak
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Use of charging station
more than doubles
By Laureen Sweeney
Use of the double-headed charging station installed last fall at the Westmount
recreation centre is quickly gaining traction, city officials said last week.
The two have gone from 79 use-sessions
during some four months in 2016 to 204
use-sessions in the first six months of 2017,
said Benoit Hurtubise, city assistant director general and director of Hydro Westmount. “The charging station is being
used more and more as it becomes known
and as the number of electrical vehicles increases.”
The next 240-volt station, also a doubleheaded one, is slated for this year at the
dead end of Belmont Cresc. at that entrance to King George (Murray) Park. Each
station costs up to $25,000 depending on
the amount of digging and other installation required.
Councillor Philip Cutler, who has been
encouraging the city to prepare for the increased use of electric vehicles by adding
charging stations, told the Independent he
is “proposing that one next year be at the

Manoir Westmount
A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals
 Daily tea
 Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

 Medication distribution
 24 hour security
 24 hour nurse
 Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8
For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

Victoria Hall/library lot.”
While others are planned for the future,
Hurtubise said, these will likely always be
in commercial or other public areas as a
balancing act between supplying public
charging and other considerations such as
retaining parking spaces. “Each situation is
unique but typically the stations are connected to street lighting under the sidewalk.”
Users are charged $1 per hour to be connected to the charging station, a cost determined by ‘’Le circuit Électrique’’ for all
public charging stations across the
province. The city gets to keep 90 percent
of the revenue (see story October 25, 2016,
p. 3).
The cost to Hydro Westmount varies depending on the state of battery being
charged, Hurtubise said. A deeply discharged one will take more current. “All I
can say is that the cost for Hydro is under
the user cost.”
According to the utility’s reports, he said,
charging stations are used on average 1.5
to 2 hours at a time which “makes sense”
as a typical WRC user playing hockey
would be in the arena for about that
amount of time.

Dropbikes new to Canada
cont’d. from p. 1
gistics have been worked out with the organization, Cutler said.
“If Westmount decides to sign on, we’re
going to be one of the first municipalities
to partner with Dropbike in Canada. It’s
very big in Asia, and it will be very exciting
for us.” Kingston is reported to be piloting
it now with 100 bikes while the University
of Toronto (St. George’s campus) launched
a pilot June 15.
There is no membership fee for users
who download an app to find the location
of the nearest bike, similar to the concept
of Car2Go. (CommunAuto is like Bixi.)
“Theoretically, you can just leave the
bike anywhere” after riding it, Cutler said,

though there are certain havens worked
out with the municipality. One being considered in Westmount would be the Westmount recreation centre.
Dan Lambert, president of the Association of Pedestrians and Cyclists of Westmount, said he had seen the bikes when
they were at city hall and believed the system would be a good addition to the city’s
network. He noted it would not conflict
with Bixi.
The plan is Cutler’s latest initiative as
Public Security commissioner responsible
for traffic. It follows pay-by-plate parking
and the experimental bike lanes on Côte
St. Antoine and Westmount Ave. He said
he ran across Dropbike representatives
while in Toronto on other business and became interested in the concept.

Reduced construction
hours kick in
The city’s reduced hours of construction kicked in June 25, Public Security officials said last week. This means that all
such work is prohibited after 6 pm Monday through Saturday rather than 9 pm on
weekdays and 8 pm on Saturday. The summer hours last until September 15 and
were brought in four years ago to provide
residents with an opportunity to enjoy
their gardens in a quieter summer environment (see May 14, 2013, p. 1). Public
safety officers pointed out the summer
times to one contractor working in the
garage of Alexis Nihon Plaza following a
noise complaint June 28 at 8:15 pm.

Photo: Ralph Thompson

YOUR BOOK

There are now many feasible book
printing options. Colour, hard or soft
cover, as few as one copy.
Family histories, photo albums, travel,
memoirs. That personal gift for special
occasions.
We can help you with every aspect of
production. No obligation, learn more:

514 488-7366 or email
books@studiomelrose.ca

Dropbikes were spotted outside city hall May 12. The city is considering piloting the idea.
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PRESTIGIOUS PROPERTIES

STONE MANOR

BREATHT
TA
AKING VIEW

MASTERPIECE

VIEW
W ON THE PARK

IDEALL
LY
Y LOCATED

DOUBLE GARAGE

REDPAT
TH CR., GOLDEN SQ. MILE $11,900,000

FORDEN CR., WESTMOUNT
T $5,250,000

CH. ST-SULPICE, WESTMOUNT ADJ. $2,995,000

Impressive and grand, this newly-built manor on a unique cul-de sac of the storied

From the heated marble window
w sills to the handcrafted Italian kitchen, mother-

Contemporary, bright and superbly spacious, this impeccably-located multi-lev
m

Redpath Crescent is a sight to behold. Impeccable details, sublime views, an elevator,
r,

of-pearl inlayed window hardwa
are, heated quarter-cut oak and marble fl
floors all

home has the space, style and features to make a design-minded family happy
h
fo

gorgeous lot, endless floor space and a location that cannot be beat.

overlooking Murray Hill Park: Thiss manor is a cut above anything else on the market.

years to come. Steps from downtown and Greene !

OLD WORLD CHARM

RESIDENTIAL PROJEC
CT

15 LUXURY TOWNHOUSES

DOUBLE UNIT

AV. ROSEMOUNT
T,, WESTMOUNT $
$2,790,000
,
,

“YUL”,, 1400 BOUL. RENÉ-LÉVESQUE $
$1,800,000+TX
,
,

“CLOS ST-BERNARD”,, OUT
TREMONT $
$1,595,000
,
,

Ta
ake a step back in time upon enttering this lavish and imposing manor in the heart

The YUL Overdale To
Townhouses are
e the definition of high-end, sophisticated an
nd urban

This fabulous and extremely spac
cious double-sized unit with two parking spo
ots in th

of the flats. Five fireplaces, maid’s quarters, true Aberdeen granite, leaded
d glass,

living: a chic and cosmopolitan liffestyle with the amenities of a first-class pen
nthouse.

venerable “Clos St. Bernard” is a rare find. This incredibly bright transversal unit ha

and the list goes on.

First-rate finishes and a private ele
evator in each residence.

magnificent views onto both the mountain
m
as well as the city.

TWO STOREYS

PLATEAU’S HIDDEN GEM
EM

TWO STOREY PENTHOUSE

ONE PARKING SPOT

“FORT DE LA MONTA
TAGNE”, WESTMOUNT
W
ADJ. $1,195,000

AV. LAV
AVAL, PLAT
ATEAU MTT-RO
OYA
YAL $1,195,000

“LE CAV
AVERHILL”, OLD POR
RT $925,000

South-Western exposure, beautifully open and spread over two floors: This penthouse-

An exceptionally well-executed mix
m of classic and contemporary: this imp
peccable

Two-storey, two-bedroom, a gorgeous rooftop terrace and one parking spot.
s
Th

style unit features two balconies, gorgeous views and a superb exposure. Quiet,

and superbly bright townhouse with
w
pool, backyard and absolutely splendid
d original

contemporary and renovated unitt is truly a must-see for anyone looking for a New-Yo
Yo

sophisticated and spacious, this is th
he perfect unit you’ve been looking for.

mouldings has everything and morre.

style penthouse in the beautifully European Old Port.

4]``]Za
Z aZMITM[\\I\MPI[IVIU

MARIE-YVONNE P
MYP
PAINT
A T..CA

514 933 5888
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PRESTIGIOUS PROPERTIES

PENTHOUSE

EUROPEAN-STYLE CORNER UNIT

TERRACE

LUXURY RENT
TA
AL

COURS MONT-ROYA
YAL”, DOWNTOWN $895,000

RUE STT-GABRIEL, OLD PORT
P
$725,000

RUE ST-PA
PATRICK, SOUTH WEST $8,850/
0/MONTH

reathtaking penthouse on concrete in one of the city’s most central buildingss: Les Cours

New Yo
York City in the heart of Montreal’s European-Style Old-Port: A true d
dream mix of

Incredibly renovated and furnished double-loft-unit at the prestigious Re
edpath Lofts.

ont Royal. Directly connected to the underground city, featuring a doorman and valet,

styles and architectural influences, this very spacious corner loft features views of the old

Stunning finishes, breathtaking views, 4 open-concept bedrooms and all the space you

eautiful amenities and the privacy such an exclusive building affords.

port and endless tall windows.

could need. Three parking spots finish up this perfect executive suite.

IMPORT
TA
ANT RECENT SALES (LAST ASKING PRICE)

LIS
STED & SOLD BY MARIE-YVONNE

SOLD

LISTED & SOLD BY MARIE-YVONNE

LISTED & SOLD BY MARIE-YVONNE
O

AV.
V. BA
ALFOUR,
TOWN MO
ONT-ROYA
YAL

RUE CHRISTOPHE-COLOMB,
PLATEAU MONT-ROYA
YAL

RUE MARIE-VICTORIN,
VERC
CHÈRES

RUE DU CHÂTEAU-KIRKLAND
AND,
KIRKLAND

LISTED & SOLD BY MARIE-YVONNE

LISTED & SOLD BY MARIE--Y
YVONNE IN 9 DA
AY
YS

LISTED & SOLD BY MARIE-YVONNE

LIS
STED & SOLD BY MARIE-YVONNE

PL. PAR
RKISDE,
WESTMO
OUNT ADJ.

BOUL. DÉCARIE,
NDG

“175 ME
ETCALFE”,
WEST
TMOUNT

“175 METCALFE”,
WESTMOUNT

"

AIN
NT

ROYAL LEP
PAGE HERITAGE REAL ESTATE
E AGENCY
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER
NO 1 ROYA
YAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.)
NO 1 ROYA
YAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC, 2016, 2015, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001
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M sur la Montagne Phase I

INTRODUCING PHASE II – New construction – Pre-launch Sales open on Saturday and Sunday 1:30-5:30 pm – 25% Sold.
Construction begins on Phase II of M sur la Montagne. Montreal’s exclusive gated community, a seven-thousand square foot backyard with
its own indoor pool, gym, spa and tennis court. Prices start from $1,189,000 to $2,900,000 + taxes. Call today for your private viewing!

Westmount Adj.
+!,"&%,%
+ txs
3150 Place de Ramezay, Apt. 102. 2 bedrooms and
2+1 baths (1,696 sq.ft.).
MLS 13384990
RECENTLY PURCHASED

Westmount Adj.
+!,#!%,%
+ txs
3150 Place de Ramezay, Apt. 304. 2 bedrooms
+ 2 baths (1,534 sq.ft.).
MLS11041295

Westmount Adj.
+!,*$",%
+ txs
3150 Place de Ramezay, PH 508. 2 bedrooms
and 2 baths (1,795 sq.ft.).
MLS 12683031

CONDITIONAL OFFER

INTRODUCING

Westmount Adj.
+#,'% ,
+ txs
M sur la Montagne – Phase 1 – 3+1 bedrooms
and 3+1 bathrooms. Exclusive.

Westmount Adj.
Last Penthouse available in Phase 1. Splendid
condo on two floors. Views, 1,200 sq.ft. terrace.

Golden Square Mile
+!%,
*/month
Victorian home, 1564 Docteur-Penfield 6 bdrms, 4+1
baths, 4 car garage, 8 car driveway. MLS23038387

Trafalgar – Ville Marie
+#," ,
Superb penthouse with outside terrace. Views on
every room. 2 flrs,4 bdrms, 4+1 baths. MLS15194644

Downtown
+!,$!',
1420 Rue Sherbrooke O. | North-western
exposure. 2 bedrooms and 2 baths. MLS 28887197

Golden Square Mile
+#,''*,
The land sits adjacent to Mt-Royal Park w/gated
access to Olmsted designed trail system.

Golden Square Mile
+$'*,
A Brownstone (Brooklyn Style) residence on a
prestigious street. 1 garage, 1 terrace. MLS 26887749

Westmount Adj.
+&"',
Charming 2 bdrm lower duplex (easily converted
to 3 bdrm) with garage.
MLS17812748

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

ANNE BEN-AMI -!$!2

REVISED PRICE

Real estate broker

INTRODUCING

514.726.3037 aben-ami@sothebysrealty.ca

Personal Service. Professional. Passionate.
Real estate agency. Independently owned & operated.
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Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in March 2017
For list of real estate transfers, please consult paper archive.

For Andy Dodge’s analysis, please see p. 16.
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Sales analysis

March transfers: Highest price in Westmount history
Real Estate
Andy Dodge

The following article relates to the registration of deeds of sale for Westmount property in
March 2017 gleaned from non-city sources. A
list of sales can be found on p. 15.
The highest price for a residential property in Westmount’s history topped the list
of sales registered in March this year, as 1214 Sunnyside Ave. brought its owner some
$13,500,000 (see “Sunnyside house fetches
highest price in Westmount history,” April
18, p. 1). Sale was to the Marine Guard
Trust, with an address on the 10th floor at
1 Westmount Square but no identification
of the principals.
The sale actually involves two properties but does not distinguish between
them. The original mansion was built in
1910-11 by Charles A. Smart; the coach
house, with an apartment on the second
floor connected to the main house by a
cantilever, came soon afterward. In the
1970s, much of the land around the mansion was sold away from the property, and
the coach house was the last part to go before Mike Rosenbloom purchased the
main house in the name of his publishing
house, Globe International, for $940,000 in
1982. Over the decades since, the house

transferred among Rosenbloom, his company and his wife, Valeria, but the most
important sale in that time period came in
2005 when Rosenbloom bought back the
coach house for $1,150,000.
The two properties have separate lot
numbers and city tax account numbers
but both use the same driveway and, in
fact, the mansion’s garage spaces are still
in the coach house.
Next highest prices
The price for the double property far exceeds the next-highest amount, which actually held the record for only about a
month: $8,245,000 for 757 Lexington Ave.
It also represents the highest mark-up over
municipal valuation, 65 percent above the
combined tax assessment for the two properties, and dwarfs the next-highest price in
March of $3,935,000 for 22 Edgehill Rd.
Overall, six home sales in March cleared
the $2-million marks, nine more ranged in
price from $1,094,000 to $1,655,000, and
four had prices below $1 million.
Lowest price, biggest mark-down
The lowest price involved 34 Winchester
Ave. at $780,000, while the biggest markdown was registered at 730 Upper Roslyn
Ave., 18 percent less than valuation.
Overall among one- and two-family
sales, 19 properties sold in March for a total of $43,235,437, some 16 percent higher
than municipal valuation.

12B Ingleside Ave., highest-priced condo, $505,000. Photos of houses were taken June 26.

Three condos sold in March
Only three condominiums
sold in March, for prices in a
tight range between $469,000
and $505,000, averaging 7 percent above their municipal evaluation. In the context of the
first quarter of 2017, however,
the average in 13 sales turns
into a mark-down of 14 percent,
thanks largely to a serious distortion at 215 Redfern Ave.,
where one first-floor unit sold
for less than half its municipal
valuation in February. In fact,
eight of the 13 sale prices were
less than valuation, but only The highest price for a residential property in Westmount’s
two had markdowns less than history was 12-14 Sunnyside Ave.
the 14-percent average markdown.
Mark-up at Hillside
On the other hand, the 28 percent markup in the 11 Hillside Ave. project in March
is the only condo in the first quarter to
clear a mark-up of 10 percent. So there is
no question the condo market does not
have the strength which is growing in the
home sales market, but is perhaps not
quite as weak as the numbers might suggest.

730 Upper Roslyn, biggest mark-down, 18 percent.

34 Winchester, lowest price, $780,000.
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TRENDSETTERS
Vincent Prager & Roberto Menegati
By Veronica Redgrave

Westmount is full of dog lovers. Particularly now that summer is fully upon us and
people tend to linger and socialize on the streets and in parks, it was a pleasure to
chat with the owner of a lovely golden retriever who made me his new best friend.
(Could it be that cookie?) Learning about the museum that lawyer Vincent Prager
established to showcase his family’s art – including that of his late artist mother,
long-time Westmounter Eva Prager, I thought he would be a great addition to the
Trendsetter column, along with his partner designer/caterer Roberto Menegati.
Style
How would you describe your own
personal style?
Vincent: Well, as a lawyer, I am in suits
pretty well all the time at the office. My personal look, I would say, is traditionally elegant, but I love colourful accessories. On
my travels around the world, I often pick
up bright socks, belts and shirts, especially
in Germany and England at my favourite
stores.
Do you “dress it up” or accessorize with
colours? Pocket squares?
Exactly. As my suits range from gray and
navy to navy and gray (some with stripes
though!), I like to perk them up with happy
hues in shirts, ties or socks. My sock collection is full of patterns: argyles, polka
dots, geometrics and dogs of course, to remind me of my golden retriever Zeeba.
My ties range from Hermès to a rare vintage Eaton’s Christmas bear tie. But I never
wear pocket squares.
Roberto, how do you dress for work?
I don’t wear suits so much as I am on design-construction sites or in the midst of
event catering. But I often throw a jacket
on for a polished look. I love wearing
colourful bow ties! My clothes get dusty or
cilantro-stained, so my office “uniform” is
pretty well a white t-shirt, sweater and
slacks. But with clients and at events, I
wear shirt and tie (bow ties!), elegant pants,
a pocket square and a lapel pin.
On weekends, what do you like to wear?
Vincent: I am usually at my farm in
Knowlton, and there I really relax. I wear
sweatshirts and sweatpants in the winter.
I am always doing work of some kind or
walking the dog, and sweatpants are easy
and super comfortable. In the summer, I
like polo shirts or t-shirt and shorts.
Roberto: I am from Brazil, so I find
Montreal winters way too cold – not to
mention long! I wear wool/cashmere

sweaters in the city, and fluffy sweatshirts
in the country. However, in the summer, I
love Bermuda shorts and a “T.”
Do you enjoy a certain kind of art or have
favourite artists?
Vincent: Impressionist, but I appreciate
all good art. Clearly my favourite artists
are my grandfather Joseph Oppenheimer
and my mother Eva Prager. The walls in
my home are full floor to ceiling with
paintings from my family. In St. Andrews,
New Brunswick, we established the Oppenheimer-Prager Museum at Dayspring
in honour of my heritage. It features oil
paintings, sketches, water colours and
drawings from my grandfather and my
mother.
Roberto: I like pop art and modern art. I
love the work of Andy Warhol and Marc
Chagall, whose show I just visited for
hours at the Montreal Museum of Fine
Arts. And, of course, Joseph Oppenheimer
– especially his early sketches – and Eva
Prager. Installing their work at Dayspring
really opened my eyes to their art.
Living
If you had a choice, where would you live,
money being no object?
Vincent: I really love Montreal. It is a
great city: safe, vibrant, open and easy to
get to the countryside. So I would choose
Montreal or Barbados, so long as I could
travel whenever I wanted.
Roberto: My dream would be a farm bordering a tropical beach. However, I would
keep a pied-à-terre in Montreal. I love this
city!
What is your favourite ﬂower? Do you have
ﬂowers in your home? Do you like to
garden?
Vincent: As a child, I loved carnations.
Now my favourite flowers are iris, peonies
and tulips. I sometimes have flowers at
home but never buy them myself. I love
gardening. I have a huge garden full of

Roberto Menegati, left, and Vincent Prager relax in Menegati’s renovated old school house May 11 on
Prud’homme Ave. in NDG, where it is for sale.
Photo: Ralph Thompson

decades-old rose bushes in St. Andrew’s.
And my perennials in the Townships are a
constant surprise, as they often seem to
move around. I rarely add annuals. In
Montreal, [I always look forward to the
tulips coming up.]
Roberto: Orchids are my favourite
flower. Apart from their elegance, they last

such a long time and don’t need a huge
amount of care if I am away. I love having
flowers in the house. I do love gardening.
It is relaxing after a long week. Flowers
transform the house and bring it to life.

continued on p. 19
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Building permits approved by the city in June
The following permits for demolition,
exterior construction, alteration and renovation were approved at the June 5 meeting
of the city council.
475 Roslyn: to build a 3-storey addition
on the south façade of the original building
(see story May 23, p. 8);
19 Chesterfield: to replace basement
windows;
737 Lexington: to build a new family
dwelling provided a horizontal stone mullion is introduced on the window assembly
at the rear;
558 Roslyn: at a Category I house, to replace the rear balconies provided the railing respects the original design;
643 Grosvenor: to rebuild the retaining
wall along the side property line;
27 Burton: to modify door and window
openings to accommodate a patio door;
59 Oakland: to landscape the front yard;
533 Victoria: to build a back fence and
landscape the front yard including resurfacing the driveway;
21 Oakland: to build low retaining walls
in the back yard along the two side property lines;
16 Windsor: to demolish a shed on the

VENTILATION
EXPERTS

ALL TYPES OF
ROOFING and
RENOVATIONS

BELGRAVE
ENTERPRISES
• Shingles • Asphalt & Gravel
• Slate • Membrane
• Brickwork • Tuck Pointing
• Chimneys
• Sheet Metal Work
• Copper • Skylights
• Brick Wall & Chimney
Repairs & Rebuilds
Professional Roof Inspections
written reports with photos

Ice & Snow Removal
Senior Discount
FREE
ESTIMATES
Member of APCHQ

GUARANTEED
WORK
RBQ # 8261-4496-02

www.belgraveroofing.ca
514-932-7772

second-floor rear balcony, extend the balcony and modify window and door openings;
3202 The Boulevard: to replace five basement windows and a rear basement door;
484 Elm: at a Category I house, to replace the windows;
44 Somerville: at a Category I house, to
replace some windows;
589 Lansdowne: to replace some windows;
40 Somerville: at a Category I house, to
replace some windows provided the divisions are respected as per those existing;
657 Côte St. Antoine: landscaping work
in the front and rear;
526 Victoria: to replace some storm windows;
633 Victoria: to replace windows in the
solarium;
111 Blenheim Place: at a Category I
house, to rebuild the front stairs and foundations of the basement access.
************
The following permits for demolition,
exterior construction, alteration and renovation were approved at the June 19 meeting of the city council.
364 Victoria: to renovate the storefront;
558 Roslyn: at a Category I house, to
build a swimming pool and accessory
building and do landscaping work in the
front and side yards;
4873 Westmount Ave.: at Marianopolis
College, a Category I building, to do exterior renovations to allow for air conditioning of the building, replace some windows
by exterior louvres, install two water towers and modify openings;
613 Côte St. Antoine: to do some landscaping in the rear and install a new pool
and mechanical units provided the front
landscaping is excluded from the application;

632 Clarke: at a Category I house, to
build a rear addition, build a new balcony
and install new windows and a door;
577 Roslyn: to landscape the rear yard
provided the proposed lights at the foot of
trees are omitted;
68 Forden Cresc.: at a Category I house,
to replace windows and make modifications to the sunporch;
321 Prince Albert: to build a wood terrace at the rear;
478 Strathcona: to modify the railing on
the front porch and install a new metal
one;
786 Upper Lansdowne: to modify openings on the rear façade and replace some
windows:
744 Upper Roslyn: to modify the rear
balcony and stairs;
2 Ramezay: to resurface the front walkway, steps and landing;
4881 de Maisonneuve: to rebuild the
front walkway, retaining wall and stairs;
654 Murray Hill: landscaping in the back
yard to include a low retaining wall on
condition the height does not exceed 24
inches;
454 Strathcona: to replace the windows;
6 Belfrage: to replace some windows;
87 Arlington: to replace a window on
the front façade and one on the side;
12 Bethune: at a Category I building, to
reconfigure the vehicular side entrance at
the Public Works yard, and to do landscaping work along the public domain;
426 Wood: at a Category I house, to replace some windows on condition the one
so designated is double-hung;
60 Rosemount: at a Category I house, to
replace the roof;
77 Holton: to build an addition and balcony facing Mount Pleasant, install new
windows and doors and do some minor
landscaping provided the basement doors
be in a high-gauge metal and the windows

and doors be in wood;
534 Grosvenor: to replace the windows;
15 Stanton: to do exterior ventilation
work;
507 Grosvenor: to do landscaping work
in the side and rear yards provided a minimum of 60 percent of the rear yard is soft
landscaping;
48 Roxborough: to replace windows provided one so designated is double-hung;
41 Burton: to replace windows and doors
and modify an opening on the rear façade;
14 Arlington: to replace fences in the
rear yard.

Leaf-blowing offenders
caught in action
Public Security officials said last week
they would be recommending to Montreal
municipal court that three gardening contractors be assessed higher than usual
fines for using leaf blowers out of season.
All were described as repeat offenders.
One was spotted at work on Kensington
June 27, another the same day on Edgehill
and another on Westmount Ave. near
Sydenham two days in a row June 20 and
June 21. Two different contractors were issued the usual $149 ticket when spotted in
action on Côte St. Antoine June 27 and
Forden Cresc. June 26.

Taken to hospital
A woman was taken to hospital June 20
from a house on Elm, Public Security
officials said. Officers were dispatched to
provide medical assistance at 10:53 am
and found the woman seated in the
house awaiting Urgences Santé. She was
reported to have passed out briefly on
falling down the front steps of the
house, where she was working. She was
transported to hospital by ambulance.

We all need electricity!

Blinds-made
to measure ◃
Hunter Douglas Priority Dealer

▸ Ultrasonic
Blind Cleaning
214 A Ronald, Montreal West
Please call first

514-364-2020 ♢

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount for over 60 years

Specialized in renovations
for older homes
Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

514-481-0125 5800 St. Jacques W.
Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec
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Bar mitzvah boys reunite at
Shaar, 70 years later

Trendsetter cont’d. from p. 17
Who would you invite to a dinner party if
you could have anyone, from any era?
Vincent and Roberto: We would do this
dinner together, especially as Roberto is a
wonderful chef, and one of his businesses
is catering, so he understands the timing
of services and how to prepare tasty – and
healthy! – food and make it a work of art.
Our list would include Alexander the
Great – to us, an amazing young man;
Katherine Hepburn, a really interesting
person (but we would soon find out!); Bill
Clinton (Vincent heard him speak at
McGill University) – what an amazing intellect; Pierre Trudeau (Vincent: “I knew
him for years and always enjoyed his company”); Queen Elizabeth II– what a remarkable person, and what an era she has
known; Winston Churchill, for his character and intellect; Noël Coward, for his
wit; Jack Benny because he was so funny;
and Zsa Zsa Gabor, for her amazing life.
Where you live is right on the outskirts of
Westmount in an area nicknamed
“Tradau.” What is your involvement in this
community organization and what is it?
Vincent: I have been president of Tradau
for about 35 years. It was set up in about
1954. Our area receives all Westmount services, except the library, as if we were part
of Westmount, a deal negotiated between
it and Montreal.
Are you active in the lobby to get included
in Westmount?
We are thinking of re-opening the discussions. We hope to achieve continued
benefits for our 221 households.

From left, front row: Eliezer Gelber, Michael Lands, Raphael Fleming; back row: Mark Bercuvitz and
Norman Cohen.
Photo courtesy of Shari Fleming

Five members of Congregation Shaar
Hashomayim who had their bar mitzvahs
at the Kensington Ave. synagogue seven
decades ago were reunited June 3 with the
rabbi who officiated at their ceremony,
Rabbi Wilfred Shuchat.

WOOD FINISHING
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Stripping and
Staining
•Specialty:
Entrance Doors
•Touch-ups and
Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

“Rabbi Shuchat is one of the most
prominent rabbinical figures in the history of Canadian Judaism,” said Westmounter Ray Fleming, one of the original
group, which also included the late
Leonard Cohen.
– MCB

HAIR
CUTS
FOR MEN
& KIDS

What exactly is Tradau?
It was set up in the early ’50s by Judge
Miller Hyde and John Lynch-Staunton to
protect the single-family home ambiance
of the area and to ensure proper services in
an area that pays the highest Montreal municipal residential taxes on the island. We
continue our vigilance in that regard. We
have succeeded in having our whole area

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke St. W.
(at Claremont Ave.)

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

considered a protected heritage area within
the zone de héritage de Mont-Royal. We liaise on a regular basis with our city councillor and hold an all-candidates debate before any election.

ESTATE & MOVING SALES
Vente de succession et déménagement

514 236-4159

info@rondably.com | www.rondably.com

RONDA
BLY
B.COM.,M.ED., CPPA

Expecting a baby?

www.montrealprenatalclasses.com

UNEMPLOYED?
ERS Training &
Development is offering
a 22 week program:
July 2017
• in English
• Keep your benefits / get paid while
you train
• Is free of charge / all materials provided
• Transportation / Child Care may
be paid for

Improve / Update Skills:
• Microsoft Office Suite
• Job Search Techniques / CVs
• French Conversation
• Explore career opportunities
• Participate in a 3-week stage

You are eligible if you:
• Live on the Island of Montreal
• Receive EI, Social Assistance, or
are without income
• Are 18 years and older, and a Canadian
citizen or permanent resident

Please call 514-731-3419
to schedule an interview!
With financial assistance provided by
Emploi-Québec Île-de-Montréal
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Knowles, Chihuly: Luminous nature in painting, glass
at Galerie de Bellefeuille. Innovators
within their field, Knowles and Chihuly
capture nature’s fragile beauty.

Art Scene
Heather Black

Summer has arrived with Dorothy
Knowles’ paintings of sun-drenched
prairie scenes at Han Art Gallery and with
Dale Chihuly’s translucent glass sculptures

Prenez avis que Tamar
Dina Amor, dont l’addresse
de domicile est le 376 Ave.
Redfern #5, Westmount,
Quebec H3Z 2G5, Canada
presentera au directeur
de l’etat civil une demande
pour changer son nom
en celui de Tamara Dina
Pressman.

Light-enhanced landscape
Knowles’ exhibition, From Roots to Eternity, showcased scenes of streams, lakes
and rolling plains. Painted with transparent glazes, her fluid painting style recreates elusive prairie beauty. Created from
the 1970s on, some were composed en plein
air while others were meticulously crafted
in studio with watercolour, oil or acrylic
paint over outlined shapes.
For the wildflower scene “Green Painting,” vibrant light and saturated color
recreate the freshness of a summer day.
Light and airy, thin oil washes and thick
brushstrokes capture billowing clouds and
punctuate yellow and red blossoms.
Set against a cobalt blue sky, dramatic
cloud formations create a sense of urgency
in “Clouds and Prairie.”
The intricate foliage pattern adjacent to
the cliff’s permanent, smooth surface in
“Red Rock Canyon” suggests nature’s
fragility.
The charcoal and acrylic study “Hills in
Fall” recreates the stillness of a warm au-

Make a Difference in Federral Elections

Be a Returning Officer
Your opportunity
y tto serve democracy
in Notre-Dame-de-Grâce–Westmount
The work of a returning officer is challenging
and rewarding. If yo
ou’re a leader with
management experie
ence and knowledge of
your community, this may be the job for you.
As a returning officerr,, y
you will plan and manage federal
f
elections in
your riding during a ten-year appointment. You
You will represent
r
Elections
Canada and be on the front line for electors and
d candidates.
The hours of work vary between elections, but increase significantly
in the year leading up to an election.
To
T
o qualify as a returning
r
officerr,, you
y must be a Canadian
C
citizen, at least
18 years old, and live in the federal riding where you’re applying to work.
The ability to communicate in both official langu
uages will be used in the
final selection of a candidate.
To
T
o find out more
mor about the role of a returning offi
fficer and how to apply,
go to elections.ca and click on Employment or call
c 1-800-463-6868.
The online application will be available from Ju
une 30 to July 21, 2017.

Elections Canada is an independent body set up by Parliament
to conduct federal elections, by-elections and referendums.

Dorothy Knowles “Green Painting”

tral orange sphere is bold and dramatic
against red and yellow petals trimmed in
black.
Spiral lines on the assembled vasewithin-a-vase composition “Jasmine Basket” evokes the Orient. In these works,
Chihuly combines the tradition of a Venetian vase with a cultural sensibility to create an elegant, contemporary style. Work
by this international artist is on display at
Galerie de Bellefeuille, 1367 Greene Ave.

tumn day. Painted in Knowles’ signature
style, flecks of unpainted canvas evoke the
landscapes of French Impressionist PierreAuguste Renoir. The exhibition ended at
the end of June at Han Art on St. Catherine St.
Kaleidoscopic colour
Glass designer Chihuly’s exhibition features translucent, organic forms in bold
and luminous colours. Evoking seashells
or flowers, his work captures the beauty of
light transmitted through coloured glass.
Each blown-glass design is an experiment
in form and colour within a fragile but
also permanent material. With a simplified
yet stylized aesthetic, Chihuly recreates
the multiplicity of design within nature.
In “White Pearl Seaform Pair,” undulating lines rimmed in blue suggest an open
yet protective shell. Familiar yet new, the
wave-like pattern of transparent and
translucent white glass evokes the sea.
The blue shell-like “Dakota Macchia”
lined in magenta conveys nature’s fragility
and beauty. Rimmed with yellow and
splashed with green, vivid colours and
freeform patterns recall the work of Andy
Warhol and Jackson Pollock.
In the floral composition “Garden Persian,” a sense of the exotic prevails. A cen-

Dale Chihuly “Garden Persian”

Cultural explorations
The wonder of nature prevails in the
work of Knowles and Chihuly. Both cultural innovators with distinctive visual vocabularies, their work signals the triumph
of art over craft and creativity over convention.

Comin’ Up

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS
Announcements
27th Annual Echoes of a Proud Nation Pow Wow. July 8th & 9th –
9:00 am onward. Just south of Montreal, Kahnawake Mohawk Territory,
Routes 132 & 138 (off the Mercier
Bridge). Adults: $8; 60+: $4; 5 & under: FREE. Tel.: (450) 632-8667.
www.kahnawakepowwow.com.

For Sale

Antiques

QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers Association) can place your
classified ad into 20 weekly papers
throughout Quebec – papers just
like the one you are reading right
now! One phone call does it all! Call
Marnie at QCNA 514-697-6330. Visit:
www.qcna.org.

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden
treasures into ready cash. International buyer wants to purchase your
antiques, paintings, china, crystal,
gold, silverware, jewellery, rare
books, sports, movies, postcards,
coins, stamps, records. 514-5019072.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397. – MAKE
MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your
own bandmill – cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship.
Free info & DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 1-800-5666899 ext:400OT.

Tuesday, July 11
Atwater Library lawn book sale, 10 am to
3 pm.
Sunday, July 9
City of Westmount’s Sunday summer
concert series starts with Durham County
Poets, 2 pm by the lagoon in Westmount
Park. Other musical groups play July 16, 23
and 30, and August 6 and 13.
Sunday, July 16
Sundays at the Shaar presents Rabbi
Adam Scheier on “Mission to Poland with
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau,” 12 pm.
Cost: $5. 425 Metcalfe Ave. Reserve:
514.937.9474, ext. 139.
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Red Cross gala gorgeous
Social Notes
Veronica Redgrave

Westmounter Michèle Dionne was honorary president of the Canadian Red Cross’
13th annual gala on May 9.
Dionne, a Canadian Red Cross volunteer
and author of Missions, attended with her
husband, former premier of Quebec Jean
Charest.
The eve was co-chaired by Westmounter
Jeffrey Orr, president/CEO Power Financial Corporation; Suzanne Legge Orr, volunteer; Norman Hébert, president/CEO
Groupe Park Avenue; and Diane DunlopHébert.
Held at Griffintown’s Arsenal, the soldout soirée’s dazzling décor was created by
design guru Dick Walsh. The theme, “Red
Cross, A Light in Darkness,” reminded all
attending that wherever war threatens and
the elements rage (e.g. recent flooding in
Quebec), the red-and-white vest with the
red cross can be found.
The long (long!) welcoming red carpet
was “accessorized” by myriads of volun-

teers wearing the organization’s classic red
vest with a white cross.
Over 600 guests participated, enjoying
cocktails and dinner, which featured sousvide-cooked deer loin served by Dansereau
Traiteur, before dancing the night away to
the always-fabulous Paul Chacra and his
band.
Noted amidst the chic crowd were the
Canadian Red Cross president and CEO
Conrad Sauvé; senior director corporate
services Hugo Delorme; communications
advisors Geneviève Déry and Carl Boisvert;
Pascal Mathieu, VP Canadian Red Cross in
Quebec; Marie-Krystine Longpré, deputy
director philanthropy; and volunteers Denis Désilets, André Essombe and Zohra
Doukani.
Also seen were media celebs Sophie
Durocher attending with her husband
Richard Martineau; Esther Bégin and
Louise Deschâtelets; along with Lucie and
Pierre Boivin, president/CEO Claridge;
Serge Paquette, managing partner, National; Louis Bergeron, Energy East VP for
New Brunswick and Québec; star talent
Robert Charlebois and his wife Laurence
Charlebois; Serge Sasseville, senior VP
Quebecor; Jean-Yves Germain, Groupe
Germain Hotels; Josée Arsenault and
lawyer Jonathan Lee Hickey. Enjoying the
elegance of the international eve were Étienne
Jacques, VP health safety
and environment Rio
Tinto; Isabelle Garon, VP
Desjardins;
Helene
Gagnon, VP CAE; Pierre
Vanier, CGI Montreal; Paul
Setlakwe, Fednav CFO,
with his wife Dominique
Lanctôt; Claude Bigras –
CEO, Facility Services and
his wife Andrée Lafleur;

From left: Marie-Krystine Longpré, Pierre and Lucie Boivin.

continued on p. 22

From left: Conrad Sauvé, Jeffrey Orr, Suzanne Legge Orr, Michèle Dionne, Diane Dunlop-Hébert and
Norman Hébert.

From left: Jean-Yves Germain, Josée Arsenault, Geneviève Déry, Laurence and Robert Charlebois.
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Social Notes cont’d. from p. 21
Monique Maynard, president, Quebec Affairs for Great-West Life, London Life and
Canada Life; Jean-Christophe Bedos, president/CEO Birks and his wife Ariana Bédos; Louis Marcotte, senior VP/CFO, Intact
and his wife Céline Lauzier; David Rawling, CEO Canada at JPMorgan Chase; Jean
Aucoin and his wife Cynthia Scott Aucoin,
president J. Sonic Services; Daniel Gre-

monprez, VP Mackenzie Investments;
Richard Payette, president/CEO Manuvie
and his wife Louise Beauregard; LouisMartin Richer, chief risk and ethics officer
WSP Global with his wife Geneviève Bich,
VP Metro; and Georges Paulez, managing
director/CEO Mirabaud Canada Inc. and
his wife Nicole Fauré, Groupe Conseils
Fauré Leroux.
The eve raised an unprecedented $1.7
million.

MCC exhibits at McClure Gallery
for its 125 anniversary

Montreal Camera Club photographers, from left: Sylvia Rourke, Frances Cable, Claude Bélanger and
Ann Pearson at the McClure Gallery June 21.

By Heather Black

From left: Pascal Mathieu, Jonathan Lee Hickey, Serge Sasseville, Sophie Durocher and Richard
Martineau.

The vernissage of the Montreal Camera
Club’s (MCC) 125 anniversary exhibition
took place June 21 at the McClure Gallery.
It was on for just over a week.
Archival photos of early members and
others from 1940 to 1960 were on display,
as well as over 100 works by 55 current
members. The exhibit included landscapes, city scenes, portraits and still lifes,
all artfully hung by Victoria Leblanc, former director of the Visual Arts Centre.
“This public event serves to celebrate
the anniversary and to attract new and en-

thusiatic photographers to join the club,”
said MCC program chair Ann Pearson.
Other members of the exhibition committee, Claude Bélanger, as well as Westmounters Sylvia Rourke, Frances Cable
and Diana Bruno, were also on hand.
The club, which meets Monday
evenings from September to May at Westmount Park United Church, was founded
in 1892. (See the June 20“In Conversation”
column “Surridge on the Montreal Camera
Club’s 125th,” p. 11.)

Man in distress

N

From left: Carl Boisvert, André Essombe, Esther Bégin, Hugo Delorme and Zohra Doukani.

A man was found in apparent distress lying on a park bench across from the city
hall near the bike stand at the parking lot
June 27, Public Security officials said. A
patroller came across him at 7:19 pm, noticed he appeared to be in an unnatural position and learned he had walked form Lachine. He had an infected leg and “ice
cold” hands. Urgences Santé was called.
The man was transported to St. Luc hospital.

BEAUTY by NEALY

Charles
Pearo

Laser hair removal
Facials (all types)
Microdermabrasion
Wax & electrolysis
Therapeutic massage
Nealy Chea

Ph.D.

Real Estate Broker

We use and sell:

Free Parking

elle & lui
2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you!

OPEN EVERY DAY

ALIMENTS NATURELS • HEALTH FOODS

cpearo@yahoo.com

5335 Sherbrooke W.

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Organic fruits & vegetables

at Decarie Blvd. – H4A 1V2

10 am – 8 pm
Info@chezannamontreal.com

www.chezannamontreal.com
HERITAGE
Real Estate Agency

514 903-4124
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NEW

WESTMOUNT

NEW

$4,195,000 OUTREMONT

$2,795,000 GOLDEN SQUARE MILE $2,250,000 WESTMOUNT

4175 Ste-Catherine O. #PH6 MLS: 12511751 1304 Blvd du Mont-Royal MLS: 20593696 2 Chelsea Place

MLS: 26576267 1 Parkman Place

Château Westmount Square! Penthouse, 3,400 SF, panoramic views Property with unique character in the heart of Outremont 5 Bdr, rooftop terrace.

$1,575,000 WESTMOUNT ADJ
MLS: 16081228 3634 Prud’homme Ave

Possibility of a revenue property

$1,465,000
MLS: 18028163

Amazing reconstruction, spectacular kitchen

CONDITIONAL OFFER

VILLE MARIE

$1,149,000 VILLE MARIE

$975,000 WESTMOUNT

Port Royal,1455 Sherbrooke O. #1601 MLS: 16508690 Port Royal,1455 Sherbrooke O. #1603 MLS: 22377945 510 Prince Albert Ave
16th floor, 1862 SF, 2 bedroom

16th floor, stunning view

$799,000 WESTMOUNT ADJ
MLS: 22422117 3577 Av. Atwater #413

3 bedroom condo in the heart of Westmount

$695,000 NDG
MLS: 22192157 5877 rue de Terrebonne

2 bedroom, 1475 SF

Steps to Monkland village

SOLD

PLATEAU MT-ROYAL

$665,000 SUD-OUEST

4361 Christophe Colomb Ave MLS: 17032176 2132 Rue De Paris

$595,000 OLD-MONTREAL
Historical building

SOLD

WESTMOUNT

SOLD

SOLD

$2,295,000 WESTMOUNT

726 Upper Lansdowne Ave MLS: 10877444 4298 Montrose Ave
5 bedrooms with large terrace and garden

SOLD

$1,975,000 WESTMOUNT

$1,450,000 WESTMOUNT
MLS: 14188743 3 Westmount Square

Ideal family home of 5 bedrooms

Real Estate B roker
marie@mariesicottte.com

$3,850,000 WESTMOUNT

$2,350,000

MLS: 15017190 215 Redfern #308

MLS: 24466488

2200 SF, private terrace

4 bedrooms with swimming pool

MLS: 14681732 2 Westmount Square

514 953 9808 · mariesicotte.com
m

SOLD

$592,000 WESTMOUNT

MLS: 18032225 283 de la Commune O. #23 MLS: 21744331 50 Oakland Ave

Groupe Sutton
Centre-Ouest, inc.
c.
Real Estate Agen
ncy
suttonquebec.com
m

$675,000
MLS: 27069588

EXCLUSIVE

SOLD

$1,350,000 WESTMOUNT ADJ
4775 Roslyn Ave

$915,000
MLS: 28009509
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BRIAN DUTCH
REAL ESTATE BROKER

WWW.BRIANDUTCH.COM

514 386 2902

Edouard
Gamache

Another Just LISTED!

Another Just LISTED!

Another Just LISTED and SOLD!

Another Successfully SOLD!

Westmount Adj., 5032 Victoria Ave.

Westmount, 468 Wood Ave.

Westmount, 646 Lansdowne Ave.

Westmount, 11 Burton Ave.

Westmount, 500 Mountain Ave.

Spacious updated DETACHED, LOWER 3 bedroom
duplex condo. 1,500 sq. ft + playroom, original
oak woodwork + floors, garage + parking!
$639,000

Absolutely BEAUTIFUL, spacious 2 bedroom,
2 bathroom, 2nd floor condo. Fabulous renos.
Terrace. Loaded with charm!
$629,000

EXCEPTIONALLY lovely, fully renovated
(sparing no expense) 4 bdr home in MOVE-IN
condition! Garage. $1,750,000

One of the LOVELIEST, most solid homes to
come along in a long time in the Victoria Village!
$919,000

Prime mid level location! Renovated,
exceptionally spacious 4 bdr home.
Central A/C, 2 car garage. Large garden.
Views! $1,988,000

Another Successfully SOLD!

Another Successfully SOLD BY BRIAN! SUCCESSFULLY SOLD BY BRIAN!

Westmount adj., 4787 Grosvenor Ave.

Westmount, 65 Thornhill Ave.

Exceptionally handsome, stone detached 3+2
bdr lower duplex co-property. BIG, BEAUTIFUL
backyard, stunning inlaid floors, renovated
kitchen, baths, + windows. Garage. $769,000

A beautiful, 1925 built home ideally situated
on peaceful, sought after Thornhill Ave.
Desirable cross hall plan. $1,298,000

Successfully SOLD!

Successfully SOLD!

Westmount, 39 Thornhill Ave.

Another Successfully SOLD!

Westmount, 421 Argyle Ave.

Successfully SOLD!

Westmount, 792 Upper Lansdowne Ave.

EXTREMELY spacious, bright, BEAUTIFUL 4+1 bdr PRIME location! exceptional 4+1 bdr home
PRIME location! Exquisite 5 bdrm 1873
Victorian home. Fully renovated, exquisite
in move-in condition. Gorgeous bathrooms,
heritage property. IMMACULATE move-in
details. Spacious, sun filled kitchen, gorgeous
high end kitchen, spectacular dinette/
condition! Tastefully renovated & restored.
bathrooms. 4 car pkg. $1,965,000
solarium, fabulous terrace. $1,550,000
Lovely VIEWS! 2 car tandem garage. $1,525,000

Successfully SOLD!

SUCCESSFULLY SOLD BY BRIAN! SUCCESSFULLY SOLD BY BRIAN!

Westmount, 376 Metcalfe Ave.

Westmount, 109 Sunnyside Ave.

Westmount, 753 Upper Lansdowne Ave.

Westmount, 160 Metcalfe Ave.

Westmount, 494 Argyle Ave.

Westmount Heritage Study “Exceptional
example of Queen Anne style.” 5 bdrms,
parking. Fabulous location! Great
opportunity. $995,000

Desirable Upper Westmount address!
Handsome, quality built 6 bdrm home
in great condition! Garage + parking.
$1,365,000

Prestigious 5 bdrm Tudor inspired, quality
built home. Central A/C. 2 car garage.
Exquisite details!
$1,475,000

Exceptionally spacious, flooded with light and
LOADED with charm, this lovely 1895 Victorian
townhouse will absolutely delight you.
$829,000

RARELY available + HIGHLY desirable! PRIME
mid-level location. Spectacularly spacious +
amazingly bright 4 bdr home. Impressive views
+ gardens! QUALITY construction. $1,565,000

SUCCESSFULLY SOLD BY BRIAN!

Successfully SOLD!

Successfully SOLD!

Successfully SOLD!

Successfully SOLD!

Westmount, 810 Upper Lansdowne

Westmount, 10 Belvedere Rd.

Westmount, 701 Victoria Ave.

Westmount Adj., 4799 Grosvenor Ave.

Westmount, 520 Argyle Ave.

Prime Upper Westmount location.
A quality 4 bedroom home. $1,200,000

Majestic 5+ bdrm DETACHED home.
$1,595,000

EXCEPTIONALLY bright + spacious home.
$1,790,000

Fully renovated home near Marie de France!
$979,000

Majestically positioned overlooking the
southern slope of Westmount, this handsome
1906 heritage home retains all of it’s
EXQUISITE original character. $2,350,000

CONSISTENTLY TOP 10 BROKER FOR RE/MAX QUEBEC*
RE/MAX du Cartier Inc. Real Estate Agency/Independently owned & operated

*Individual Broker for Re/Max Quebec 2012,2013,2014,2015

