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Plans revealed for permanent closure of Summit Circle

Your local property expert with the global network. 
Competence, exclusivity, and passion. 

With an emphasis on personal service that is unparalleled,  an incomparable local market 
knowledge, and a truly global reach, your property will be sold in no time. The right buyers are 
out there. Let me personally bring them to you.

Stacy Bouchard-Burns 
Real Estate Broker and Advisor
stacy.bouchard-burns@evcanada.com
1359-1 Av. Greene, Westmount, QC, H3Z 2A5
www.stacybouchard-burns.evcanada.com
Phone +1-514-918-5301
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lives here

LIZA KAUFMAN
Certified real estate broker

514.232.5932
lizakaufman.com

sothebysrealty.ca
SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY QUÉBEC LK | REAL ESTATE AGENCY

         

B.514.934.1818 C.514.912.1482
baudinet@royallepage.ca
www.baudinet.ca

Also open Monday to Friday 11 to 6 pm

Open House Saturday 12-5pm

Icône Condominiums – 1155 rue de la Montagne
Ville-Marie (Downtown) Starting �om $209,076+GST/QST

Sales o�ce located at 1231 rue de la Montagne.
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By Laureen Sweeney

The permanent closure to traffic of one
third of Summit Circle is about to become
reality. The northern section is to be inte-
grated into Summit Woods as a primary
footpath this summer – some 25 years af-
ter the idea was first proposed.

“Instead of a road, there will be a grav-
elled winding foot path,” Mayor Peter
Trent wrote in a letter mailed to all West-
mounters this week.

This stretch of paved road was closed off
experimentally in 2009. It was in 1990,
however, that Trent launched the idea as a
“trial balloon” to create a continuous urban
forest linking Summit Woods with
Belvedere Park down the north side of the
mountain to Ridgewood and Forest Hill in
Montreal.

Tenders are expected to be called as soon
as possible so the work can start in June,

Letters  p. 8

Social Notes by V. Redgrave p. 17

Councillor Cynthia Lulham, commissioner
of Parks and Sustainability, told the Inde-
pendent last week.

Lulham obtained a Quebec government
grant for the city last year to pay for half the
$800,000 cost of the project (see story

March 10, 2015, p. 1).
“This grant and Lulham’s work to move

the project forward is what’s now making
it possible,” Trent said.

The current condition of the asphalt
paving has deteriorated to such an extent
that it would otherwise cost the city $1 mil-
lion to replace it for traffic use, he states in
the letter. Integrating it into the urban for-
est would save the city $600,000.

Details outlined

“The permeable pathway will be ser-
pentine and hug the rock face [rising to the
south] to showcase the natural beauty of
the stone,” Lulham said.

The plan calls for removing the asphalt
from the seven-meter wide roadway be-
tween Oakland Ave. to the west and 15
Summit Circle to the east and replacing it
with a four-meter wide gravel footpath.
The current guardrails, light standards and
benches will disappear. The reclaimed
land bordering the pathway will be natu-
ralized by the planting of
tall prairie grass and 75 in-

Training for the north

Three dog walkers, 2 dogs hurt
in Summit Woods melée
By Laureen Sweeney

Efforts to separate nine dogs involved
in a fight in Summit Woods February 25
ended with two professional dog walkers
and a woman with a single dog reporting
injuries to their hands and to two dogs.

In describing the incident, Public Secu-
rity officials said patrollers responding to a

call at 12:15 pm found three complainants
had been trying to break up the skirmish.
Dogs are allowed off leash on the summit
until April 15.

When all was sorted out, it was the
woman walking her single dog who suf-
fered what was reported to be the most
serious of the injuries. She had a deep
tooth puncture on the top

continued on p. 15

continued on p. 11

Westmounter Frank Philpott was
training on his cross country skis
March 5 on the upper field at King
George (Murray) Park. He was to be
travelling, a few days later, to
Moosonee, on the banks of James Bay
in northern Ontario, where he was to
join a group called “Ski with the Cree.”
He said he would be eating traditional
Cree food, living for part of the time in
a teepee and skiing on ice-encrusted
surfaces. Photo: Ralph Thompson
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WESTMOUNT | 215 REDFERN #102
$1,150,000 MLS 21892290

NDG | 4161 BEACONSFIELD

$995,000 MLS 15513349

WESTMOUNT | 379 ELM

ASKING $1,565,000

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE | 6 CHELSEA PLACE

$1,750,000 MLS 12283598

WESTMOUNT | 515 ROSLYN

$3,295,000 MLS 24910660

ROCHELLE
CANTOR

REAL ESTATE BROKER

514.605.6755
rcantor@sothebysrealty.ca

Real Estate Agency | Independently owned & operated

WESTMOUNT | 18 SEVERN

$2,550,000 MLS 20087306
WESTMOUNT | 77-79 AV. WINDSOR

$1,425,000 MLS 21838650

WESTMOUNT | 497-499 ELM

ASKING $3,249,000 & $1,649,000
WESTMOUNT ADJACENT | 3058 TRAFALGAR

ASKING $3,650,000

WESTMOUNT | 111 IRVINE

$790,000 MLS 11618391

WESTMOUNT | 427 MOUNT-STEPHEN

ASKING $1,240,000

WESTMOUNT | 617 BELMONT

$1,795,000 EXCLUSIVE

HAMPSTEAD | 64 GRANVILLE

$3,750,000 MLS 23264486

TMR | 359 KINDERSLEY

ASKING $3,995,000

CÔTE ST-LUC | 7537 CH. BAILY

$545,000 MLS 18931357
WESTMOUNT | 2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE #1202
$995,000 MLS14593746

WESTMOUNT ADJ. | 3577 ATWATER #318
$280,000 MLS 20101068

HUDSON | 168 RUE EVERGREEN

$695,000 MLS 22043675

SQUARE VICTORIA | 445 VIGER #1108
$1,295,000 MLS 12704530

SHEFFORD | 233 RUE DU GRAND-ROYAL E.
$1,195,000 MLS 21555010

HUDSON | 93 RUE D’OXFORD

$3,495,000 MLS 11102016

2 FLOOR CONDO RECENTLY REDUCED

VIEWS OF BOTH BROMONT & SUTTON

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING REVENUE PROPERTY

RECENTLY PURCHASED RECENTLY PURCHASED

INTRODUCINGINTRODUCING

RECENTLY PURCHASED

78,854 SQ. FT. OF LAND

AHUNTSIC | 7110-7110A BOUL. GOUIN O.
$1,395,000 MLS 21718138

ATTACHED INTERGENERATIONAL APARTMENT

NDG | 3461 NORTHCLIFFE

ASKING $1,049,000
NDG | 3494 MARCIL FACING GIROUARD PARK

$985,000 EXCLUSIVE

SOLD IN 6 DAYS

RECENTLY PURCHASED

BARKMERE | 48 CH. DUNCAN E.
$998,998 MLS 11573445

RECENTLY PURCHASED

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

RENOVATED CORNER UNIT

C          
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Miss Vicky’s pleading injunction
case at press time March 7
By Laureen Sweeney

Lawyers for Miss Vicky’s pre-school were
expecting to be in court Monday morning,
March 7, at the Independent’s press time.
They were to plead their case for an in-
junction to keep the school open after Fri-
day, March 11.

“We’re disappointed not to be able to
come to an agreement” with the Quebec
Family ministry, public relations consult-
ant Jonathan Goldbloom explained. “But
we’re cautiously optimistic about getting
the injunction.”

Located at St. Matthias’ Church on
Church Hill, Miss Vicky’s was ordered by
the ministry to cease operation by March
11 if it had not obtained a licence to oper-
ate as a daycare (see story February 16, p.
3).

Founder and owner of the private school
Victoria Naday has stated that it was not
feasible to operate as a daycare at that lo-
cation because of the renovations that
would be required and the longer hours.
The school is attended by some 80 chil-
dren age five and under. Many live in West-
mount.

City could save $400K for water supply in new agglo pact
By Laureen Sweeney

A two-pronged agglomeration agree-
ment announced March 4 between the city
of Montreal and the 15 demerged suburbs
will be good “overall” for Westmount and
others with high property valuations,
Mayor Peter Trent told the Independent.

Starting in 2017, the suburbs’ shared cost
of Montreal’s escalating development proj-
ects in the downtown sector will be
capped. On the other hand, the supply of
potable water will be charged according to
consumption. Both are now based on
property valuations.

“It’s a fairer way,” Trent explained,
though there are winners and losers
among the suburbs, he said.

Westmount, with a comparatively high
real estate valuation, could expect to save
roughly $400,000 in the supply of water
based on figures from 2014 when it paid
some $1.4 million, he said.

Under the current system, Westmount
consumes about one percent of all potable
water in the agglomeration but is charged
on its relative valuation of 2.4 percent.

The agreement worked out between
Trent, as president of the Association of
Suburban Municipalities (ASM), and
Montreal mayor Denis Coderre resolves
two of the more controversial issues still
outstanding from the demerger of the sub-
urbs at the start of 2006.

The savings for Montreal and the sub-
urbs in the agreements are described by
Trent as “a wash.” Based on the current sit-
uation, he said, the suburbs’ development
costs will be capped at $8 million plus in-
flation, up from the $6 million they cur-
rently pay based on property valuation.
The suburbs, however, will pay less for the
production and delivery of water.

Paying for water by consumption will
also be an incentive to reduce water use
and repair leaking pipes, he said. Total wa-
ter costs are complicated by the fact that
the suburbs will continue to pay the shared
debt on Montreal’s filtration plants ac-
cording to property valuation.

The real gain for the suburbs lies in the
cap on the potential development costs in
downtown Montreal, where projects coin-
ciding with Montreal’s 375th anniversary

are growing “by leaps and bounds,” Trent
explained. Among them are Griffintown
and the Quartier des gares (between Cen-
tral and Windsor stations).

“We [at the ASM] predict that these costs
could rise to $14 million without the cap,”
he explained.

This designated downtown sector actu-
ally comprises 18 square kilometers from
Atwater to Amherst, and Griffintown to
Pine Ave., for which the suburbs have been
assessed development and infrastructure
costs based on property valuation.

“It’s been a source of endless debate,”
Trent explained.

This is not only over what type of work
should be considered an agglo expense
but also because the costs are not also
shared by communities on the north and
south shores that also benefit from Mont-
real being the “economic engine” of the re-
gion and province.

The demerged suburbs contribute about
$400 million a year to the agglomeration,
approximately 18 percent of the total from
Montreal and the suburbs.

Louise Bédard
Courtier immobilier agrée

418.692.2908
Louise.bedard@imcha.com
imcha.com/louisebedard

179, rue Saint-Paul
Québec (Québec)
G1K 3W2

Charlevoix – La Malbaie

Prestigious early 20th century villa. Relax and take in the breathtaking view
of the St. Lawrence River. Property of 4,500 sq.ft. with 8 functional fireplaces,
6 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 3 bathrooms and one washroom. 85,000 sq.ft. lot,
tennis court, garage, terrace and remarkable porch. Ideal for nature lovers,
Private pebble beach. Unique opportunity. Price upon request
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By Laureen Sweeney

A month-long trekking and interna-
tional community development project to
Nepal by Montreal-area Rovers is being
spearheaded and coordinated by several
Westmounters in Scouts Canada.

The aim of the expedition is to work at
three or four different projects that need
help after the May 2015 earthquake, Que-
bec provincial council member Maggie
Shaddick said last week. Shaddick, who
spearheaded the idea, has been involved in
Westmount Scouting for decades.

The project, called the “Rovers’ Yeti
Challenge,” will take the group through
the region between Kathmandu and
Mount Everest base camp, where West-
mount Rovers undertook development
work in 1990 and 1992 after the earthquake
in 1989.

“What I think is important is that young
men and women in this age group of
Rovers still have the interest and dedica-
tion to go on such an expedition,” Shad-
dick said. “They have to be admired for do-
ing so.”

So far, nine Rovers

Westmount Scouters play leadership

Rovers’ Nepal project to help 
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Westmounters included in organizing the Rovers’ 2016 expedition to Nepal are, from left: Maggie
Shaddick, Doug Leahey, Virgina Elliott and Griffin Leahey (Doug’s son). They are shown holding the
project’s “Yeti” mascot during a local Scouting celebration at Victoria Hall February 24.continued on p. 5

SUBARU-MONTREAL.com
514-737-1880

NAMUR

Regain the enthusiasm for winter
that you used to have, with
Subaru’s standard all-wheel drive.

4900 Pare Street, Montreal
north of the Jean-Talon/Victoria intersection,
east of Decarie
*Representative lease offer is based on the 2016 Legacy 2.5i (GA1 25) with manual transmission. Monthly payments of $279 for a 48-month term
and $1,907.50 down payment. First monthly payment due at lease inception. Total amount required before the leasing eriod is $2,531.18 (taxes
incl.) The offer does not apply to the model shown. Offer and technical specifications may change with out notice. Certain conditions apply. Visit
Subaru Montreal for complete details.

2016
LEGACY

Purchase price from

$25,205*

Freight and preparation included,taxes extra

         

WESTMOUNT
• NEW PRICE •
OPEN HOUSE
Mar. 13 • 2-4PM

657 MURRAY HILL
A-1 LOCATION!

HANDSOME FAMILY
COTTAGE. UPPER FLOOR-

VIEWS! STEPS TO PARK!
FRENCH DRS. to SEPARATE

LIVING + DINING RM.
NEW FURNACE! LEADED
WINDOWS.OAK FLOORS.

NEW FRENCH DRAINS. FAB
DESIGNED BACK GARDEN

Fast occupany!...
$1,289,000

DCAPLAN@VIDEOTRON.CA
WWW.DEENACAPLAN.COM

C          

Photo courtesy of D. Leahey
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Ville Mont-Royal
1157 Av. Beaumont

$735,000 | MLS 24983548

DANIELLE ALLARIE
Residential Real Estate Broker

514.730.8708
dallarie@gmail.com

Westmount
450 Elm

$1,950,000 | MLS 18376555

OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4

JUNE BAILY
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105
june@junebaily.com

SOLD IN 5 DAYS!!! INTRODUCING

CSL
6614 Mackle

$615,000 | MLS 16769359

         

groupe sutton-centre-ouest

Equipe guillard berlie

WESTMOUNT, LANSDOWNE AVE.: Totally renovated
with quality and good taste! 3 bedrooms. 2+2
Baths. Family room. Garage. Lovely garden. Just
move in! MLS 21704632 $5400/mo.

FOR RENT

WESTMOUNT, ARLINGTON AVE.: Perfect, elegant,
renovated, 4 bedroom house, finished basement,
garden, parking. Ideally located. Move in condition.
mls 28891818 $1,175,000 

FOR SALE

NDG, MONKLAND VILLAGE: lower duplex. Contem-
porary style renovations. Ideal kitchen opening to
large terrace. 3 Bdrs. 2 baths. Home office. Family
Room. MLS 10358554 $495,000

CDN, STANLEY WEIR: Very spacious Upper duplex
condominium. Impeccable condition. Great enter-
taining areas. 3+1 Bedrooms. 2 Baths. Large bal-
cony. Garage. MLS 26970369 $539,000

FOR SALEFOR SALE

thinking of selling, please contact us for free opinion market value

Marie-Laure Guillard
Real estate broker

514-918-6491
www.mlguillard.ca

Carmen Berlie
Real estate broker

514-484-7656
www.carmenberlie.com

         

(Scouts age 18 to 26) are signed up along
with three advisors – including two from
Westmount, Doug Leahey and Virginia El-
liott. They are expected to devote some of
their time to conservation and restoration
work of alpine eco-systems in the Saga-
martha National Park, a World Heritage
Site, according to a preliminary schedule.

The expedition, which involves Rovers
from Baié d’Urfé, Montreal West and
Longueuil, includes Westmount Rover
Griffin Leahey, Doug’s son. The contin-
gent will also be joined by Nepalese Rovers
for some of the projects.

Doug Leahey, the Westmount Park
Scoutmaster, is chairing the organizing
committee. Elliott, its secretary, is deputy
area commissioner and Cubmaster for the
Second Westmount Pack at Mountainside
Church.

Fundraising support

Supporting the contingent’s fundraising
efforts are Westmounter Rick Hart, a fel-
low of the World Scout Foundation and a
former Scouter, as well as Andrew Mol-
son, honorary commissioner for Quebec.

Doug Leahey is no stranger to trekking,
having climbed to the peak of Mount Kili-
manjaro a year ago, where he was pho-
tographed in his Scouting uniform. This is
the highest mountain in Africa.

While each Rover is expected to raise
$1,000, the trip will cost more. Donations
are tax deductible.

Among the plans are a rebuilding proj-
ect at the Sherpa-run Khundi hospital and
at a monastery in Thyangbouche village
that had been rebuilt after the 1989 earth-
quake. Reforestation work in the Saga-
martha National Park is scheduled to take
almost a week.

The “Yeti” project is taking its name
from the Nepalese word for the abom-
inable snowman used as a logo by the Sir

Edmund Hillary Foundation, Shaddick ex-
plained. The Rovers will make a $1,000
donation to the foundation, which is ar-
ranging the details within Nepal.

“It was the support we had from [the
now late] Sir Edmund Hillary and from
Zeke O’Connor, who founded the Cana-
dian branch of the foundation, that made
our expeditions in 1990 and 1992 so suc-
cessful,” Shaddick said.

“This support from O’Connor is ongo-
ing and helping to make this year’s project
possible.”

Doug Leahey stands atop Mount Kilimanjaro in
his Scouter uniform, February 16, 2015.

• Luxurious renovated rental suites
• Breathtaking views • 3 appliances included
• Heating, hot water and a/c included
• 24 hour doorman • Valet parking
• Fitness & social room
• Walking distance to Greene & the new MUHC

Come experience Le 4300,
visit us now – (438) 968-2412
4300demaisonneuve.com

Westmount an address
of Prestige & Distinction.

         

role in expedition planning

rebuild after earthquake
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• 10-month program (half-days)  
starting in September

• Low children to educator ratio
• Pool, recreational facilities  

and outdoor playgrounds

ymcaquebec.org
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce YMCA
4335 Hampton Avenue
514 486-7315

West Island YMCA 
230 Brunswick Blvd.
514 630-9622

Westmount YMCA
4585 Sherbrooke Street W.
514 931-8046

Nursery Schools

The YMCAs 
of Québec

REGISTER NOW
Limited space!

18 MONTHS - 5 YEARS

Returning players:

Register online! 
Joueurs inscrits avec nous auparavant 

Inscrivez-vous en ligne! 

Register now!
All new players must be present at 
registration to have their photo taken on site 
for their ID card.

Coaches, Referees, Soccer Moms 
program, Soccer Academy  and Day 
camp can also register at this time.

Go to www.ndgsa.com for more info, 

print it to save time).

Dates d’inscription
Dimanche 13 mars 10h à 15h
Samedi 2 avril 12h à 17h
Des frais de retard s’appliqueront 
après ces dates.

Registration dates
Sunday, March 13th 10 am to 3 pm
Saturday, April 2nd 12 pm to 5 pm

Late fees apply after this date.

Ayez en main une copie:
Carte assurance-maladie du joueur.
Une preuve de résidence (permis 

de conduire, bulletin scolaire, carte 
d’hôpital ou une facture 2016 de 

Bell, Videotron, Hydro)
Le nom de famille sur la preuve doit 

correspondre à celui du joueur
Monnaie exacte, par chèque à l’ASNDG, 

carte débit Visa ou MasterCard

Please bring photocopies of:
Player’s medicare card.
 One proof of residence (driver’s 
license, school report card, 
hospital card or 2016 bill from Bell, 
Videotron, Hydro)
The player’s family name needs to 
be on the proof of residence.
Exact cash, cheque to NDGSA, 
debit card, Visa or MasterCard

Le Manoir
(angle boul. Décarie)

5319 avenue Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
info@ndgsa.com      (514) 488-7784

Le Manoir
(corner Décarie Blvd.)

 W e s t m o u n t ,  C ô t e  S t .  L u c ,  H a m p s t e a d ,  M o n t r é a l  O u e s t ,  L a s a l l e ,  V e r d u n ,  e t c .
Nous avons des joueurs de NDG et d’autres arrondissements comme:                                      We have players from NDG and other boroughs like: 

We will be there to answer all your 
questions or you can send an e-mail or 
call us.

Nous serons là pour répondre à toutes 
vos questions ou vous pouvez envoyer 

un courriel ou appelez-nous.

Hâtez-vous de vous inscrire!
Tous les nouveaux joueurs doivent se 

présenter à l’inscription pour faire prendre 
leur photo.

 L'inscription des entraîneurs, des 
arbitres, le soccer pour les mamans, 

l’Académie de soccer  et pour le camp 
de jour auront lieu aux mêmes dates.  

Consultez www.ndgsa.com pour tous les 
détails ainsi que le formulaire d'inscription 

(remplir et l’imprimer pour gagner du temps).

Summer registrationInscription d’été
 Recreational 4-99 years
 Competitive 9+

 Récréatif 4-99 ans
 Compétitif 9+ ans

Venez jouer au soccer, le sport le plus 
populaire au monde, avec l’ASNDG

Come play soccer, 
the most popular sport 

in the world, with NDGSA

Tree limbs fall on fences, 
cars in high wind

By Laureen Sweeney

Trees limbs were blown down during
the early morning of February 25, accord-
ing to Public Security reports. Damage was
discovered starting at 6:47 am when a large
section from a city tree at the northeast cor-
ner of Côte St. Antoine and Claremont
had fallen inward onto the property of the
historic Riverview house. A fence was
damaged as were screens next door.

Among others were a branch that fell on
a fence and the front door at 625 Belmont,

and one that damaged the side mirror of a
car parked on the street at 463 Mount
Pleasant.

Another car across from 315 Olivier was
also found to have been hit by a branch
from a city tree damaging the hood and
lower front panel.

A hazardous situation resulting from a
large split down the main trunk of a tree at
599 Roslyn was referred to Public Works
for attention.

Woman blown over,
taken to MGH

An “elderly” Westmount woman suf-
fered an injured elbow March 1 after be-
ing blown over by heavy wind on
Cavendish Blvd., Public Security officials
report. The woman made it back home
to Claremont Ave., where she called pub-
lic safety officers at 12:20 am on discov-
ering it was bruised and swelling. She
was transported to the Montreal Gen-
eral Hospital.

Loose dog taken into
KGP dog run

A golden retriever running loose in King
George (Murray) Park February 26 was re-
ported to have been “rescued” by a dog
owner who took it into the dog run and
called Public Security at 8:42 am. Depart-
ment officials said responding officers
took it to the Stanton St. station. The
owner was contacted through an expired
2014 dog licence, picked up dog and was
told to obtain a 2016 permit. The dog had
apparently escaped through an improp-
erly latched gate.
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Montreal� Premier
Home Furnishings

CONSIGNMENT Store
CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS

Furniture, Mirrors, Silver, China,
Lighting, Decorative Accessories

Not using it... moving....
redecorating... renovating

514-564-3600
e-mail your photos to:info@galeriem.ca

www.galeriem.ca
8160DevonshireRd.Mt-RoyalH4P2K3

TOGETHER WE MAKE CONSIGNING EASY!

         

48"
$498

         

Quebec & Ontario
dealers in used and rare

books and maps

Libraires du Québec
et de l’Ontario offrent des
livres anciens et des cartes

Conrod’s Hall
4001de Maisonneuve W. (opposite Alexis Nihon)

Saturday, March 12
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Information 514 935-9581 Renseignements
Entrée $3.00 Admission

www.defreitasbooks.com/wbf.html

           

A TRADITON OF
TRUST AND INTEGRITY

J O S E P H   M A R O V I T C H
REAL ESTATE BROKER

REMAX ACTION INC
WESTMOUNT/MONTREAL

JOSEPHMAROVITCHREALESTATE.COM
JOSEPHMAROVITCH@GMAIL.COM

514-825-8771

M          

Climate change event Mar. 19

Viability of outdoor rinks, a ‘hot topic’
for Earth Hour event at Vic Hall
By Laureen Sweeney

What’s happening with this winter’s
fluctuating temperatures and lack of
snow? 

Answers and a long-term outlook on
outdoor skating rinks, in particular, are ex-
pected to be forthcoming in a keynote ad-
dress at the city’s 8th celebration of Earth
Hour. The event takes place at Victoria
Hall Saturday, March 19, organized by the
Healthy City Project.

Lawrence Mysak, a Westmount resident
and McGill emeritus professor of Atmos-
pheric and Ocean Studies, will discuss
“Outdoor Hockey Rinks and Climate
Change” and provide perspective on what
is “the warmest winter we’ve ever had,”
said event coordinator Tony Moffat.

Hockey rink study

Mysak, a former hockey player and now
a skier, told the Independent he plans to
present findings from a hockey rink study
conducted by his students that show evi-
dence of changes in winter and long-term
trends, such as this year’s warm spells.

Is this year an anomaly or a harbinger of

winters to come? “It’s a hot topic,” he said,
pun unintended. There’s a difference be-
tween weather, on a day-to-day basis, and
climate, “which is what you expect,” he ex-
plained.

The environmental impact on climate
change is the main thrust of Earth Hour
being marked around the world on the
same date. Its symbolic lights-out period
from 8:30 to 9:30 pm is a way to create
awareness of the negative effects of light
pollution on human, animal and plant life
and the repercussions of climate change,
according to Moffat, an astrophysicist.

Event presentations

Plans for this year’s Westmount event
include a family workshop on bees, short
talks on birds by Bird Protection Quebec
and on the relationship between monarch
butterflies and dwindling supplies of milk-
weed. There will be a continuous screen-
ing of the environmental film Watermark.

Weather permitting, a “star gazing” ses-
sion will be facilitated in Westmount Park
by the Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada. Members will guide citizens in
the use of telescopes to obtain “up-close”

views of Jupiter as it appears at its closest
point to Earth during March.

Among some of this year’s 20 exhibitors
are the Concordia Greenhouse Project, the
Blue Dot Project of David Suzuki, which
the city of Westmount signed on to last
year, and Eco-Action programs from Nat-
ural Resources Canada on geothermal
heating and grey water systems.

The city’s Urban Planning department
will provide information on storm man-
agement, Hydro Westmount on lighting
and electrical savings, Public Works on
environmental programs and Public Se-
curity on security and aging.

With Westmount entertainer George
Bowser as emcee, the event takes place
from 6 pm to 10 pm. It includes short
speeches from Councillor Cynthia Lul-
ham, commissioner of Parks and Sustain-
ability, MP for NDG-Westmount Marc Gar-
neau and local provincial legislator Jacques
Chagnon.

www.contactivitycentre.org
514-932-2326

4695 de Maisonneuve West, corner of Lansdowne.

A non-profit community centre for independent seniors and retirees 60+.

“Powered by Seniors since 1972”

         

A private house on Abbott sustained a
“substantial” amount of damage from graf-
fiti overnight February 23-24, Public Secu-
rity officials said. The entire length of the
north wall and garage alongside a lane had
been defaced by the black paint. More
black graffiti was also discovered on the

east and south walls of the Château
Maisonneuve at 4998 de Maisonneuve but
the tags were different. More graffiti was
reported February 26 on a new fence at the
rear of 76 York covering an area 25-to 30-
feet long and four feet high.

Graffiti results in widespread damage
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Letters to the Editor

Before laying blame re:
underspending...

Before faulting Westmount’s infrastruc-
ture planning and its Public Works de-
partment for underspending of the infra-
structure budget, it would be worthwhile to
determine how Westmount’s performance
in that respect compares with correspon-
ding performance in similar cities else-
where in Canada. For reasons as outlined
below, it is virtually inevitable that every
city’s annual infrastructure budget will al-
ways be underspent.

Accounting rules dictate that the annual
infrastructure budget must include all pay-
ments to be made within the budget year
in accordance with planned or contractu-
ally scheduled performance milestones for
all of the year’s foreseen infrastructure
work. However, on a statistical basis, past
history will typically indicate with absolute
certainty that a certain percentage of the
overall infrastructure work will always fall
short of meeting the milestone schedule
for payments to be made within the budget
year. Additional underspending may be in-
curred if the budget includes a fund for
contingencies.

There are many unpredictable reasons

why a percentage of infrastructure work
virtually always fails to meet scheduled
performance milestones. For example,
some typical reasons include adverse
weather conditions, late delivery of neces-
sary material from a supplier, inadequate
timely effort from other involved entities
and labour action during union negotia-
tions with a contractor for some of the in-
frastructure work.

John Dorey, Victoria Ave.

A note would have 
been nice

So there I was February 24, sitting on a
very comfortable chair at the Westmount
Public Library having a wonderful read.
How was I to know that someone had
smashed into the rear bumper of my car
(which was parked in the parking lot) with
such force as to create a major dent. 

Perhaps that person was sitting beside
me earlier on or maybe he or she had been
at the YMCA across the street having a
workout. 

I will never know as no one left a note.
Sam Beitel, Abbott Ave.

We are Westmount.

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT

15,056 copies
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Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am

Publisher: David Price
Editor: Kristin McNeill 
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to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300
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indie@westmountindependent.com.

Owned and published by:
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9
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newspaper in Hampstead,

Côte St. Luc and NDG.

The story of Janet, 4, and her 3-year-old
sister Jean mirrors the stories of the ma-
jority of children Batshaw Youth and Fam-
ily Centre is called upon each day to pro-
vide a safe, loving and nurturing family.
However, the uniqueness of this sibling
group is that at their young age they un-
derstanding the bond of siblinghood. 

They are spirited and even though they
are of different ages, they insist on dress-
ing alike. They are always checking on
what the other is doing, and there are
times when their relationship takes on dif-
ferent aspects of their individuality.

Janet is very helpful. She is always ready
to help her foster mother with bed-mak-
ing, she loves to play “dress up,” and thus
changes her clothes quite a few times
throughout the day. Jean is able to play in-
dividually, she likes to colour, dance and

listen to music.
Caring for the siblings can be challeng-

ing, as their sisterly relationship can be-
come competitive. They are demanding
of individual attention, and their play can
become aggressive. 

The sisters are presently in an emer-
gency foster home, where they have made
significant progress with structure and
consistency. Developmentally, they lag be-
hind in the area of speech, and therapy is
being explored.

Janet and Jean are in need of a family.
Ideally, they need a two-parent black fam-
ily that can make the commitment to them
for as long as they need.

For more information, please call Bat-
shaw Youth and Family Centres at
514.932.7161, ext. 1139.

Batshaw Children Needing Homes

Sisters close, also competitive

Montreal Children’s
library little but does 
big things

The independent, not-for-profit Mont-
real Children’s Library is the little library
that does big things for little kids. Founded
87 years ago, its start is owed to Elizabeth
Murray from Westmount who believed
that every child should grow up with
books.

When Elizabeth discovered that the
Fraser Institute’s librarian, M. de Crève-
coeur, had set apart a section for children’s
reading but lacked the funds to purchase
books for it, she contacted the Local Coun-
cil (later the Montreal Council of Women)
for assistance. A committee, chaired by
Maysie MacSporran, took up the challenge
and raised $3,000 for new books. Thanks
to their efforts and community generosity,
the Montreal Children’s Library (MCL) was
opened in the Fraser Institute in 1929.

Since then, the library has served chil-
dren and their families in 20 different lo-
cations. Today there is a branch down-
town, in St. Michel and in Little Burgundy.

As it was 87 years ago, community sup-

port for children’s literacy is critical. Do-
nations allow the branches to continue to
provide free access to books, programs,
and community outreach services.

That is why the MCL board of directors
wishes to thank the following for their val-
ued support of our recent fundraising
events:

Bridge Luncheon – Mountainside
United Church, Alvéole, Carole Levinson,
Heather Gibbons and the MCL honorary
board.

Pool tournament – Forum Sports Bar,
Dale Carnegie and Acklands Grainger.

2016 art calendar – Cheryl Braganza.
Whisky-tasting workshop – Fondation

MacDonald Stewart (use of Maison For-
get), Ouidram Whisky Tasting and Simply
Wonderful catering.

Looking forward, there will be a jazz
benefit concert on March 9 at the Upstairs
Jazz Bar and Grill. Reserve at 514.931.6808.
Thank you to Joel Giberovitch, the talented
jazz duo, Renée Yoxon and Chad Linsley,
and Babar Bookstore for their kind spon-
sorship.

Theresa Coffey, member of the
Montreal Children’s Library board

of directors

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time on Tuesdays!

Sign up by writing us:

office@westmountindependent.com.
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Katrina Montgomery 514 220-0505
www.katrinamontgomery.com

374 Ave Olivier, Westmount Steps from Greene Ave.,
an oasis right in the heart of Westmount. Con tem po rary 4
bedroom home with double car heated garage. $1,288,000

647 Rue Main, Hudson Magnificent Century-old stone
mansion in Hudson nestled on 3+ private acres of land -
scaped lawns w/private stream and Lake views. $1,950,000

Accepted

Offer

         

LINDSAY
NAGLEY

Real Estate Broker

514.264.6857
Century 21 Vision Real Estate Agency

5517 Monkland Avenue
Montréal, Quebec H4A 1C8

         

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

         

Lane rage

Two motorists communicated
aggravation towards each other on
March 1 in the alley between
Victoria and Prince Albert, north of
de Maisonneuve. The SUV driver
honked at length to protest the
obstacle to his way north. The
driver of the delivery van finished
closing up his back compartment
and shared some angry words with
the honker. After he and his truck
exited the alley by going south, the
SUV u-turned and went south too,
seemingly in pursuit.

Photo: Westmount Independent

Comin’ Up
Thursday, March 10 

Author Keith Henderson discusses his
historical novel The Roof Walkers, set in
the lead-up to Canadian confederation.
With Irish harpist Susan Palmer. 12:30 pm
at the Atwater Library. Free.

Friday, March 11

Vernissage and book launch of Ezra
Soiferman’s Last Game at The Forum, 5
pm to 7 pm in the lobby of Victoria Park,
376 Victoria Ave.

Saturday, March 12

Annual Westmount Antiquarian Book
Fair, Conrod’s Hall, 4001 de Maisonneuve
Blvd. (Dawson College entrance). 10 am to
4 pm. Cost: $3 (free for children 10 and un-
der). Info: www.defreitasbooks.com-

/wbf.html.

Monday, March 14

St. Patrick’s Day crafts for 4+ years. Reg-
ister at the children’s desk with child’s li-
brary card. 4 to 5 pm. Info: 514.989.5229.

Thursday, March 17

Westmount Historical Association pres-
ents Rosalind Pepall on “Charles W.
Kelsey: The Craft of Stained Glass.” 7 pm
at the Westmount Public Library. Free for
members, $5 for non-members. Info:
www.westmounthistorical.org.

Saturday, March 19

An Earth Hour event, encouraging peo-
ple to turn out their lights between 8:30 to
9:30 pm. Activities at Victoria Hall 6 to 10
pm.

Anne Ben-Ami (Madar)
Real estate broker

514.726.3037
Real estate agency | Independently owned and operated

3150 RAMEZAY PLACE UNIT 105
OFFERED AT $2,189,000
THE LUXURIOUS PROJECT OF M SUR LA MONTAGNE.

CUSTOM BUILT HOME $2,650,000
TURN KEY! A STUNNING CUSTOM BUILD HOME ON 3 LEVELS.
4 LARGE BEDROOMS, 2 GARAGES AND POOL. MLS 16667331 

2105 RUE DE LA MONTAGNE SUITE B $23,000/MO
EXQUISITE PROPERTY NESTLED IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN
6,900 SQ. FT. OF OFFICE SPACE. MLS 17434981

LISTED AND SOLD BYANNE INTRODUCING | COMMERCIAL LEASE FEATUREDPROPERTY

A           
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St. Matthias’ concert raises $1.2K
for Syrian family

Vocalist Sarah Albu performs during a fundraising concert held on February 19 at St. Matthias’
Church. The concert was held to support a fund to help a Syrian family come to Canada with the help
of both St. Matthias and St. Andrew and St. Mark Church in Dorval. According to the organizers, a
$500 goal was surpassed, for a total of $775. The concert was given by Albu with special guests the Ina
Vocal Ensemble. The program included traditional songs from Kazakhstan, Estonia, works by Henri
Pousseur, Giacinto Scelsi and the premiere of a work by Isaiah Ceccarelli. Photo: Martin C. Barry
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Contesting
ticket?

A city of Westmount-issued parking infraction
ticket is seen stuck through the mesh protecting a
tree on Victoria Ave. the morning of March 4.
Was it found and placed there for retrieval? Or
was this the defendant’s way of protesting a ticket?

Photo: Staff

on the top of her right hand.
A professional dog walker, also a West-

mount woman, had a “minor” puncture.
Another professional dog walker – a man
from the Hochelaga area of Montreal –
had a bruise and minor cut on one 8nger.

A cocker spaniel sustained a minor bite
on the head near one ear while a bull ter-
rier had what was described as “a more se-
rious injury.”

O7cers took photos of the injuries and
veri8ed dog vaccination papers. None of
the walkers was found in possession of
more than the by-law limit of four dogs. All
the dogs had valid licences.

The number of dogs anyone is permit-
ting to take into a fenced dog run or Sum-
mit Woods at the same time was initially
proposed at three by Councillor Cynthia
Lulham, commissioner of Parks and Sus-
tainability (see story May 14, 2013, p. 25).
She stated there was “no way” anyone
could control many o6-leash dogs. The
number was subsequently raised to four
after an outcry from people in the dog-
walking business.

Timely signs 
ordered removed

An income tax preparer was ordered to
remove signs for his services posted on
city poles along Sherbrooke from Clare-
mont to Clarke February 23, Public Secu-
rity o7cials said. He was contacted after
public safety o7cers received a complaint
at 10:03 am. He had no prior o6ences and
was not issued a ticket.

Melée cont’d. from p. 1
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Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com
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Not just books at Atwater Lib.

The Atwater Library invited knitters and crocheters to bring a finished or almost-finished handmade
scarf for its Knit with Love! Valentine’s Day scarf two-hour workshop January 30. Expert knitter Arlene
Lund was on hand to show how to do finishing touches, such as how to make pom-poms, tassels or
fringes. Gift tags were provided to write an encouraging message for the recipient. The finished pieces
were to be on display in the library’s atrium until mid February. Then they were to be given to clients
of a Montreal charity for Valentine’s Day. Seen in the photo, from left, are Anna Maria Caranci,
Valerie Broege, Barbara Covington, Virginia Thomas and Arlene Lund. Photo: Martin C. Barry
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Estate & Moving Sales
We Provide

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home

Courteous & bonded Sta�
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
Master Editions Antiques

514-501-9072

         

MAZE SOINS DE PIEDS
et AIDE a DOMICILE
FOOT CARE by licensed practical nurse
★ nail cu"ing & !lling
★ care of ingrown toe nail
★ corn & callus care ★ diabetic foot care
★ & more – STERILIZED MATERIAL

HOME CARE by certi�ed support workers
★ bathing, grooming ★ meal preparation
★ light housekeeping ★ overnight care
★ errands & medical appointment ★ & more

TEL: 514 813 0713
mawi41.wix.com/maze-soins-de-pieds

         

ESTATE & MOVING SALES
Vente de succession et déménagement

514 236-4159
info@rondably.com | www.rondably.com

RONDA BLY
B.COM.,M.ED.,CPPA

         

WOOD
RESTORATION

ON-SITE SERVICE
•Touch-ups and Repairs
•Polishing and Staining
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
•Woodwork

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

         

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

� �� �� � �� �

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke St. W.

(at Claremont Ave.)

HAIR
CUTS

FOR MEN
& KIDS

         

SANDING
FLOORS
Hardwood
Floor
Installation
Call
Miranda
514 272 0519

         

Shearer never forgot Westmount, film historian tells WHA
By Martin C. Barry

Legendary Hollywood star Norma
Shearer once said in an interview that she
felt attached to only one thing during her
life: the engagement ring she received
from her late husband, Hollywood pro-
ducer Irving Thalberg.

However, Concordia University film his-
torian Oksana Dykyj told members of the
Westmount Historical Association on Feb-
ruary 18 that a conclusion she reached af-
ter a thorough study of the actress’ life
was that Shearer felt an attachment to
something else – 507 Grosvenor Ave. in
Westmount.

Shearer, one of the biggest movie stars of
the 1930s, began life in Westmount before
moving to New York and then on to Hol-
lywood.

According to Dykyj, who champions
Shearer in some of her academic work,
film company publicists made numerous
references to 507 Grosvenor throughout
Shearer’s career and “would not have con-
stantly put that address into all these pub-
lications had she not kept telling them to
do that – to tell them how wonderful her
life was where her dream began.

“When we look at a lot of Hollywood

publicity material, articles about her, in-
terviews that she’d granted to people, 507
Grosvenor always appears. There’s always
a mention of exactly where she lived.”

While other movie stars in their biogra-
phies would usually mention the town or
street they came from, Dykyj said they al-
most never referred to a specific address as
Shearer did.

The actress was born in Westmount in
1902, the youngest of three children. Her
father, Andrew, owned a construction sup-
plies company, and the family initially en-
joyed a privileged life. According to Dykyj,
Andrew Shearer’s annual income would
have been the equivalent of around
$200,000 today, taking into account that
there was no income tax then.

Dykyj’s research suggests that the Shear-
ers appeared to be socially active in West-
mount. Her parents were mentioned in a
community newspaper, the Westmount
News, on February 23, 1912 as being guests
at a Victoria Hall dance. In one of the
many articles on Shearer that Dykyj read,
Shearer mentions that 507 Grosvenor was
built by her father as a wedding present for
her mother, Edith.

A number of publicity materials have
claimed that Shearer attended a variety of

schools in Westmount, including Roslyn
School and St. Paul’s Academy, although
Dykyj could not confirm this. But she dis-
missed a claim made by at least one author
that Shearer attended Westmount High

School.
“Based on what Norma herself said, she

never did go to Westmount High – sorry
Westmounters,” said
Dykyj, while adding that

Film historian Oksana Dykyj, left, presents WHA president Doreen Lindsay with a copy of Norma
Shearer’s unpublished memoir. 

continued on p. 14
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25 years of experience.
Able to meet all of your Construction

and Renovation needs.
Call us to book your Brick, Concrete,

Bathroom and Basement projects.
kbconstructiongroup@yahoo.ca

www.kbgroupeconstruction.com
Contact us @ 514.359.5328

RBQ# 8361-4172-01

          

          

SPECIALIST IN
FOUNDATION
REPLACEMENT
& REPAIR Rbq Lic: 5598-4017-01

GENTILE CONSTRUCTION & RENO
PROJECT MANAGEMENT &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

20 years experience servicing
NDG, Mtl-West & Hampstead

514.820.6704

         

All types of roofs
and brickwork

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.
Serving NDG for 50 years

         

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount for over 60 years

Specialized in renovations
for older homes

Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

514-481-0125 5800 St. Jacques W.
Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

We all need electricity!

         

www.sheapainting.com

The Shea Painting approach is simple: one contract
at a time. This ensures that it delivers the highest-
quality results. Its focus is on your project alone,
with the greatest attention to detail, cleanliness
and completing the work on time and on budget.
Shea Painting is proud to have a history of repeat
customers and referrals from very pleased clients.

kevinshea@sheapainting.com
514.267.2378

One Contract at a Time

S          

Friends of the MUHC shifts from 
‘friendraising’ to ‘fundraising’

By Martin C. Barry

After being officially granted charitable
status last fall, it’s full steam ahead for the
Friends of the MUHC, a new volunteer
group.

“We’ve been ready to go since Novem-
ber,” Andrea Usher-Jones, a Friends board
member responsible for communications,
said in an interview with the Independent.
“Up to now, we’ve been ‘friendraising,’ but
now we can fundraise.”

Despite some initial birth pains, Usher-
Jones and Friends board president Lesley
Reford, both Westmounters, said they are
very enthusiastic about the road ahead.
“Our motto is ‘all hands on deck.’ We’re re-
ally hands-on,” Usher-Jones pointed out.
“We would like to see people becoming
involved from the community,” Reford
added.

According to a page on the MUHC web-
site, the group’s functions include raising
money for the health centre as well as pro-
moting the hospital’s image in the com-
munity. Money raised can be used to pur-

chase medical equip-
ment, sponsor re-
search awards and
support programs
that enhance patient
care.

Reford said the aux-
iliaries of the six
merged hospitals (the
Montreal General, the
Royal Victoria, the
Montreal Children’s,
the Montreal Neuro-
logical, the Montreal
Chest Institute and
the Lachine Hospital)
lost membership and
orientation in recent
years, leading to a
concerted move to
create a new central-
ized organization.

Two other MUHC units, the Cedars
Cancer Centre and the MUHC’s Research
Institute, will also be benefiting from the
Friends’ efforts, they added. So far, ac-

cording to Reford and Usher-Jones, the
Chest Hospital auxiliary has officially shut
and handed over its remaining funds. Sev-
eral of its members have also joined the
new organization.

The Children’s Hospital’s auxiliary did
the same in December and transferred
$10,000 to the Friends. 

They said that a special effort has been
made to ensure that appointments to the
Friends of the MUHC’s 16-member board
are done in a manner that equitably rep-
resents the former auxiliaries. They also
wished to dispel the time-worn notion that
hospital auxiliaries are dominated by
women.

They pointed out that a man, Kevin Pea-
cock (also a Westmounter), is vice presi-
dent of the Friends’ board and that the
group has many other male members. 

For more information about Friends of
the MUHC can be obtained by emailing
friendsofthemuhc@gmail.com.

Friends of the MUHC president Lesley Reford, left, and board member
Andrea Usher-Jones, seen here on January 28 in Reford’s home, would like
to see more people from the community involved in the new MUHC group.

Shearer and her sister Athole did attend
Montreal High School for Girls in down-
town Montreal.

Shearer’s time in Westmount was draw-
ing to a close before World War I when her
father was forced to sell his interest in his
company as well as 507 Grosvenor. Dykyj
suggested that his gambling and bad in-
vestments had a lot to do with it. A 1912-13
Lovell’s street directory listed a Southam as
507 Grosvenor’s new occupant.

After leaving her husband, Edith
Shearer moved with her children to the
US, where Norma rose to fame in films.
Athole also tried to make a career in

movies, but suffered from a bi-polar dis-
order and did not have a comparable
amount of success.

A third sibling, Douglas, became a
highly successful sound recording engi-
neer in Hollywood and won seven Acad-
emy Awards for his work. 

When Shearer was named to the city’s
posthumous honor roll of exceptional cit-
izens for 1991, she was also described by
the city as having lived on Columbia after
the move from Grosvenor.

At the end of her presentation, Dykyj
presented the WHA with a copy of
Shearer’s unpublished memoir.

Shearer cont’d. from p. 13
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The illustrated Summit Circle plan is to be included in Mayor Peter Trent’s letter. Image courtesy of the city of Westmount

Plan calls for service road, view-point, 75 new trees

digenous trees.
The new path will also serve as a service

road for fire trucks and waterworks vehi-
cles and others to access hydrants and
other water installations. A major Montreal
water main lies beneath. There is also
some hydro infrastructure.

Bollards – some lighted, others bearing
reflective tape – will delineate the path,
Lulham explained. “We don’t want any
trucks going off the cliff.”

She said the plan had been approved by
the fire department. The last time a fire
truck was known to have required access to
the area was during a brush fire in the
woods two summers ago. At that time,
firefighters had had to cut a chain used to
prevent entry to the closed portion (see
May 14, 2013, p. 3).

Removable bollards will now block off
the gravel pathway at both ends.

Would a bike path be included? No,
Trent replied. “We don’t allow bikes in
Summit Woods.” 

Viewpoint to be created

At the east end, just north of the last
house at 15 Summit Circle, the city will cre-
ate a mini look-out, being called a “view-
point.” This will have a low stone wall sim-
ilar to the view-point in King George
(Murray) Park, Lulham explained.

“We will lop off a few trees and remove
some invasive ones to provide a view of
Mount Royal without cutting any trees.”

The removal of invasive trees and other
vegetation throughout Summit Woods is
among rehabilitation measures of the
summit area. This began last summer
with the naturalization of the mountain’s

east face under way on Belvedere Rd. near
Côte des Neiges Rd. and the city’s Public
Works depot.

The permanent closure of Summit Cir-
cle is the second phase of the program to
restore the Summit Woods area. This in-
cludes reforestation, rehabilitation of nat-
ural drainage, rejuvenation of paths in the
woods and elimination of extraneous trails
that intrude into vegetation and bird habi-
tats in the protected nature reserve (see
story February 3, 2015, p. 1).

25 years and counting

When Trent as a city councillor initially
floated the idea of closing off Summit Cir-
cle at the council meeting of November 5,
1990, he was quoted in news reports saying
that “the main hitch” to the plan lay in
closing off access to emergency vehicles
and two fire hydrants. That, however, could

be solved by maintaining a service road.
The idea was met by some opposition
from local residents and lay dormant
thereafter.

Trent recalled last week that in closing
Summit Circle permanently, the city has
been using a parallel strategy to that fol-
lowed in the 1970s when the city closed off
de Maisonneuve (then Western Ave.)
through Westmount Park.

The idea, then as now, he said, was to
close the road temporarily to see how peo-
ple liked it. Since 2009 when Summit Cir-
cle was temporarily closed off, little oppo-
sition has been received, he said.

cont’d. from p. 1

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time

on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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Stewart and Hildebrand: Sensory architecture

Recent Westmount exhibitions included
Penelope Stewart’s dynamic beeswax in-
stallations at Dawson College’s Warren G.
Flowers Gallery and Dil Hildebrand’s styl-
ized paintings at the Visual Art Centre’s
McClure Gallery. Although different in
subject, material and technique, both
artists create a sense of space that invites
the viewer in.

Nature revisited

Stewart’s exhibition entitled Cleave, a
Path in the Wilderness features a magnifi-
cent 16-foot by 18-foot wall hanging. Com-
posed of over 11,000 leaves moulded from
beeswax, ochre oak leaves interspersed
with golden maple ones create an arresting
composition. Illustrative of the sculptural
and tactile quality of Stewart’s unique
work, this installation also conveys the ver-
satility of tinted beeswax as an artistic
medium. For Stewart, nature is both a
source of aesthetics and creative inspira-

tion.
The term sensory architecture also de-

scribes the installation of strung tubular
blossoms, smooth beach stones and ridged
tree bark. Artfully arranged, wind-strewn
bark placed adjacent to neat rows of bark
or patterned stair posts conveys mankind’s
ordering of nature. This theme is explored
further in the large black-and-white pho-
tograph of a gardenhouse. Presented as
both a positive image and photo negative,
the classical architecture and idyllic scene
appears sinister, if not life-threatening.

In one display window, three beehive
wicker baskets or skeps tinted earthy gold,
brown and black reminds the viewer of
the fragility of the bees’ habitat. Evoking
mankind’s symbiotic relationship with
bees, Stewart conveys the interdependence
of nature and culture. This thought-pro-
voking exhibition continues until Satur-
day, March 12 at 4001 de Maisonneuve
Blvd.

Tools of the trade

Dil Hildebrand’s exhibition of paintings
and mixed-media collage is whimsically
entitled Whilst Hanging from a Round
Planet. Inspired by astrophysicist Arthur
Eddington’s description of relativity, cir-
cles, arcs and triangles – both painted and
pasted – dominate this colourful collec-
tion. Many recall the op art compositions
of Quebec artist Jean-Paul Jérôme or con-
structivist images of Russian Vladimir
Tatlin.

Geometric patterns in the yellow and
green painting “Twenty Miles a Second”
convey an orbiting earth. Another, “Cross
Fade,” features a sophisticated palette of
turquoise, cobalt and pink. Painted rivets
and metal plates add a textural and archi-
tectural element. The design theme is ex-
tended in the oil and acrylic composition,

“It is a Complicated
Business,” where a
gridded surface sug-
gests a cutting board.

Hildebrand’s focus is
on creation and per-
ception within accu-
mulated knowledge
and artistic technique.
A design aesthetic rem-
iniscent of op art and
constructivism – and
humour – permeates
the composition “Long
in the Tooth,” where
pointed white wedges
are set off against a
colourful border of cir-
cular motifs. These
colourful works were
on display until Febru-
ary 27 at the Visual Art
Centre, 350 Victoria
Ave.

A sense of space

Space informs both
Stewart’s installations
and Hildebrand’s paint-
ings. Suspended or
arranged beeswax
sculpture create magic,
mystery, or serenity, while pattern and tone
suggest movement and temperature. In
these unique and interesting exhibitions,
both artists display a shared responsive-
ness to form as well as an original per-
spective.

Art Scene
Heather Black

Penelope Stewart – A detail of “Cleave, a Path in the Wilderness”

Dil Hildebrand “Twenty Miles a Second”

French Teacher

Professional private courses, excel-

lent value. Exam prep/proofreading

& editing also available. Isabelle

Cartier: 514.207.6545 or

isacartier1@gmail.com.

Name Change
Notice

Prenez avis que Tanya Maral Artin-
ian, dont l'adresse de domicile est le
427 Victoria, Westmount, QC H3Y
2R3, presentera au Directeur de l'é-
tat civil une demande pour changer
son nom en celui de Tanya de
Toledo.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS

Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into
ready cash. International buyer wants to pur-
chase your antiques, paintings, china, crystal,
gold, silverware, jewellery, rare books, sports,
movies, postcards, coins, stamps, records. 514-
501-9072.

Coming Events

HAVEROCK REVIVAL – Live Classic Rock Concert &
Camping Festival – Featuring – George Thoro-
good & The Destroyers, Loverboy, Canned Heat,
Trooper, Kim Mitchell, Sass Jordan, David Wilcox,
Chilliwack, The Legendary Downchild Blues Band
& more, OVER 12 ACTS.. ON THE HAVELOCK JAM-
BOREE GROUNDS – Havelock, ON – July 8&9/16 –

TICKETS 1-800-539-3353, www.HaveRockRe-
vival.com. BE THERE!

For Sale

QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers Associa-
tion) can place your classified ad into 21 weekly
papers throughout Quebec – papers just like the
one you are reading right now! One phone call
does it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 514-697-6330.
Visit: www.qcna.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397. – MAKE MONEY &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill – cut lum-
ber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. Free
info & DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT.
1-800-566-6899 ext:400OT.

REFORESTATION NURSERY SEEDLINGS of hardy
trees, shrubs, & berries for shelterbelts or land-

scaping. Spruce & Pine from $0.99/tree. Free
shipping. Replacement guarantee. 1-866-873-
3846 or www.treetime.ca.

Health

CANADA BENEFIT GROUP – Do you or someone
you know suffer from a disability? Get up to
$40,000 from the Canadian Government. Toll-free
1-888-511-2250 or www.canadabenefit.ca/free-
assessment.

Vacation/Travel

SAVE 30% on our Heart of the Arctic adventure.
Visit Inuit communities in Greenland and Nunavut
aboard the comfortable 198-passenger Ocean
Endeavour. CALL FOR DETAILS! 1-800-363-7566 or
visit: www.adventurecanada.com.
(TICO#04001400).

Squirrel gets cold exit
Two public safety officers managed to

get a squirrel out of a house February 24 on
Summit Cresc., according to Public Secu-
rity officials. The resident called for assis-
tance at 2 pm.
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Orthodontic care
with braces and
Invisalign
Free consultation
Dr. Leandro Savaris

514 486 0808
1980 Sherbrooke W
Suite 130, Montreal H3H1E8
www.cliniquedentairesavaris.com

         

Canadian Friends of Hebrew U previews Stolen

Amidst wonderful bronzes – a cow by
artist Joe Fafard, a huge horse by Barry
Flanagan and an abstract piece by Sorel Et-
rog – the Canadian Friends of Hebrew
University (CFHU) held a reception at the
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts Novem-
ber 23. 

“An Evening in Tribute to the Max Stern
Art Restitution Project” (MSARP) was
packed. Guests’ cars were whisked away by
valet Bob Perras’ team, which moved them
quickly out of traffic. 

Simon Bensimon, executive director of
CFHU, welcomed guests, including
Manon Gauthier, member of the city of

Montreal’s executive committee. 
The evening featured Westmounter

Clarence Epstein, director of the MSARP
for the past 10 years, who attended with his
wife Karen. Epstein is the senior director
of urban and cultural affairs at Concordia
and was recently named to the Canadian
Cultural Property Export Review Board.
He also heads MSARP, a global initiative to
reclaim artwork stolen by the Nazis.

Guests were treated to a preview of
Stolen, a documentary about Max Stern,
produced by Henry Less of HLP Partners
films, who came in from Toronto with his
wife Sissy Federer. 

Committee members of the eve in-
cluded Westmounters Karen Etingin, Eve-
lyn Bloomfield-Schachter, Sylvia Vogel,
Carol Koffler and Amy Kornik, along with
Paula Blitstein, Karen Levine Cohen,
Bernard Grant, Monette Malewski, Lillian
Shiller and Robin Turack. 

The program notes thanked Iris Ami-

zlev, Lauren Dobrin and Phyllis Ellis.
Local residents noted included Mitzi Do-

brin and her sons Ronnie and Lewis Do-
brin (there with his wife Rosalie Jukier),
Naomi and Eric Bissell, Etty and Ralph Bi-
enstock, Miriam Rolland, Charlene
Weiser, and Rhoda and Robert Vineberg.

Seen chatting with fans was media star
and super chef Ricardo Larrivée, there with
his wife Brigitte Coutu. Enjoying the pres-
entation were Lillian Vineberg and Morris
Goodman, Fernanda and Sydney Ivanier,
Janice Arnold, Angela and Ralph Lipper
and Sara and Irwin Tauben. 

Guests squeezed in line to enjoy the
healthy kosher sushi provided by Blossom
catering, which also served trays of fried
egg rolls, small hamburgers and lemon
chicken in charming Chinese boxes. 

The event was to sensitize people to the
making of the film, according to organiz-
ers.

Social Notes
from Westmount
and Beyond
Veronica Redgrave

4447 Ste. Catherine West
Westmount, Quebec • H3Z 1R5

(514) 931-0822
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca

Ruth Stalker Antiques
Buying and Selling Antiques since 1970

         

Clarence Epstein, left, and Simon Bensimon.

Manon Gauthier, left, and Monette Malewski.From left: Ricardo Larrivée, Sissy Federer, Brigitte Couture and Henry Less. Ralph and Angela Lipper.   Photo courtesy of CFHU.
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TrendsetterS
Véronique Pourcelet

By Veronica Redgrave

As I often see Westmount Y instructor Véronique Pourcelet in great work-out clothes, I was interested to hear that she had attended a red-carpet party in

LA with her husband, who works in the music industry. What fun it must have been to attend the glamorous Grammys! I was intrigued to discover her

range of style, so here it is.

Style

How would you describe your 
personal style?

I actually have several styles. I wear “clas-
sic with an edge,” that is, skinny pants,
pointy shoes and “tribal-style” pearl ear-
rings along with colourful handbags. I also
like to wear trendy – fur vests, leather
pants and skirts, as well as tight-knit
dresses. And sometimes I go “Bohemian,”
putting on flared jeans (which are now the
“in” look anyway!) with peasant blouses
and large hoop earrings.

What is your favourite way of dressing?
In the summer, I love to wear colourful

long dresses and bright tops. But by the fall
I am into knitted tops and turtleneck
sweaters with textured pants and skirts.
And in the winter, I wear leather, suede,
velvet and fur. I also love leopard and polka
dot prints.

On weekends, what do you like to wear?
On weekends I am usually in the coun-

try and the Bohemian in me comes out –
I like to wear my torn, faded jeans and
furry booty slippers.

When you have to dress up for a party, what
do you choose?

Long dresses or skirts, palazzo pants or
jumpsuits. I have a great purple and a
beautiful turquoise one. And I wore a fab-

ulous black one at the Grammys. This past
holiday season, I opted for some winter-
white outfits. I like to accessorize with
modern and vintage necklaces.

If you had a choice, where would you live,
money being no object?

I would keep a pied-à-terre in Montreal,
spend springs in Europe, winters in Palm
Springs and Laguna, California, as well as
the Caribbean and summers at my coun-
try home in Magog.

What is your favourite flower? Do you have
flowers in your home?

I adore many flowers – tulips, irises, pe-
onies, orchids. I find sunflower and laven-
der fields breathtaking. I always have an or-
chid in my bathroom and fresh or potted
flowers in my home.

Who would you invite to a dinner, if you
could invite anyone from any era?

My great grandparents, Chris Martin of
Coldplay, Salvador Dali, Jim Morrison of
The Doors, Robert Downey Jr. and Ernest
Hemingway.

Who are your favourite designers?
I like Max Mara coats, Emilio Pucci

prints, Bulgari coin jewelry, Betsey John-
son’s fun and witty clothes, and designer
Trina Turk.

Do you travel a lot? How do you pack?
I am travelling more and more. I pack

outfits with a few possibilities, usually neu-
trals such as black and white, with some
more dramatic coloured pieces to add a
punch. I pack a lot but usually wear every-
thing. And I always bring lots of acces-
sories; shoes, bags and jewelry.

What do you think of today’s fashions?
I love the come-back of the Bohemian

fashion – flared pants, block heels, boho
tops and hats, cat-eye make-up, but am
not very fond of all the mixed-up prints –
I find them messy and not pulled together.

Do you see more “work-out” clothes being
worn everyday?

Yes I do. I see more leggings and yoga
pants worn every day and to travel in.
Many designers are putting out
leisurewear; they are comfortable and
functional. But, as a group fitness instruc-
tor and personal trainer, I spend half my
days wearing work-out clothes, so I am
happy to change out of them.

Véronique Pourcelet photographed at her home on Rosemount Ave, January 12.

Photo: Ralph Thompson
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514 953-9808 
marie@mariesicotte.com

MARIE SICOTTE
Real Estate Broker mariesicotte.com

GROUPE SUTTON
CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
Real Estate Agency
www.suttonquebec.comWelcome to the right address

WESTMOUNT
48 Ch. De Lavigne $2,850,000
Stunning, renovated and detached 4 bdr, 2 car
garage with views… A great alternative to a
condo!!! MLS 26295467

WESTMOUNT
4155 Maisonneuve O $1,349,000
Welcome to the flats! Georgian style property in
mint condition! MLS 19486370

MONT-TREMBLANT
Nansenhus $1,195,000
Magnificent fully renovated 5 Bedroom townhouse
with spectacular views of Lac Tremblant. Ski in &
Ski out. MLS 19120117

WESTMOUNT
Le 215 Redfern
Magnificent 3066SF PENTHOUSE, 3 bdr + 3 bath,
(2) garage, loggia + 1300 SF private terrace. MLS:
1193273

DOWNTOWN
Port Royal $2,449,000
One of the largest units on one floor 3581 Sf, is
available at Port Royal with amazing views, 2 car
garage. MLS 21538079

MONT-TREMBLANT AREA
257 Crystal Falls $1,995,000
Exceptional domaine bordering the Rouge River, 15
min from Tremblant. MLS 21652782

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
4054 Highland $1,965,000
Not to be missed!! Fully renovated with contempor -
ary feel, 4 Bdr large lot. MLS 14308397

MONT-TREMBLANT AREA
244 Crystall Falls $499,000
Unique renovated farm house, 3 bedrooms with
ap prox imately 20 acres of land. MLS 14156558

VILLE-MARIE
3940 CH. de la CDN $599,000
Designer ready! beautiful & stunning 1205 SF New
York Style Condo with views & garage.

WESTMOUNT
428 Metcalfe $1,189,000
Magnificent and elegant Greystone residence on
the flat with lovely backyard, amazing terrasse,
parking +++. MLS 15871958

MOUNT ROYAL
240 Ch. Bates #311 $348,000
Fabulous innovative loft style condo corner unit
with views. MLS 13684694

NUNS ISLAND
80 Berlioz $365,000
Beautiful 2 Bdr ground level condo overlooking
river, manicured ground & pool. MLS 27694605

NEW PROJECT / MT TREMBLANT AREA
Starting at $209,000

Contemporary lofts in wooded area, 7 KM from Tremblant. Private trails, access to Rouge River.

MT-TREMBLANT
159 Ch. de l’Ermite $2,395,000
Beautiful property (5 bdr) walking distance to the
Mountain with beach Access. MLS: 17395499

WESTMOUNT
48 Holton $2,295,000
Spectacular ENGLISH style TOWNHOUSE in most
sought after Westmount LOCATION! 4+1 bdr, 2 car
garage, large deck. MLS 19422527

WESTMOUNT
89 Holton $1,525,000
Lovely renovated 3 Bdr townhouse on the flats,
gourmet kitchen, garden, parking (2) +++ Ex -
clusive.

NDG
Harvard Ave UPPER $435,000
Magnificent 3 Bdr renovated UPPER with open
concept. MLS 15497577

WESTMOUNT
334 Av. Grosvenor $1,435,000
Detached, Designer ready, 3+1 Bdr, Not to be
missed in Victoria Village. MLS 23883902

NEW
NEW

NEW
SOLD

SOLD

OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4
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LUXURIOUS VILLE MARIE PENTHOUSE
Contemporary design and perfect detailing provide
a tranquil ambiance in this 3,500 sq.ft. sky home
with 3 bdrm, 3.5 bths, 2 garage. Views. Rooftop
pool. Terrace. MLS 9546960 $2,500,000

View these fine homes at
www.kalecheff.com

WESTMOUNT DELIGHT!
Phenomenal family home on the flats. Very serene
décor complements its spaciousness. 4 bedrooms,
3.5 baths. Central air. Beautifully landscaped
garden. 2 car parking. $1,318,000

LOCATION AND CHARM IN ST HENRI
Beautiful 2 bedroom condo walking distance to
new MUHC, Metro and trendy restaurants. Many
updates. 10’ high ceilings, exposed brick, fireplace.
Parking. 1241 sf. MLS 25709392 $374,000

EASTERN OLD MONTREAL INVESTMENT
Convenient location near new CHUM, city Hall
and old Montreal attractions. Spacious condo
on 2 levels. 1+1 bedroom, 1.5 baths. 9' ceilings
Garage. Rented $1850/M $399,000

EXQUISITE WESTMOUNT ADJ. CONDO
Beau ti fully designed condo in one of Montreal’s
finest build ings. Absolutely move-in, spacious
1 bdrm, 1.5 baths. Sunny western exposure. Deluxe
open con cept kitchen. MLS 21139975 $518,000

AFFORDABLE PENTHOUSE 
Convenient CDN/ Queen Mary location! Sunny
w/views, 2 bedrooms, 2 renovated baths, garage,
Indoor pool. Estate sale. 1353 sf. Immediate
occupancy. MLS 24259880 $418,000

ST HENRI LOFT
Charming pied-a-terre at Imperial Lofts. Extremely
bright , excellent layout,12 ft. Ceiling. Open views
toward mountain and courtyard. MLS 26749485

SOLD

REFINEMENT AT THE CHATEAU
Elegantly renovated downtown apartment in an
iconic Mont real landmark. A spacious & comfortable
1950 sq.ft. 3 bdrms,3 beautiful baths, garage.
Central air. MLS 9797158 $1,245,000

459 MOUNT PLEASANT, WESTMOUNT
Splendid turnkey townhouse with original details,
state of the art renovation, beautiful eat-in kitchen,
3+1 bed rooms, 3.5 baths, A/C. Amazing basement.

Asking $1,695,000

JUST LISTED

COND. SOLD

SOLD SOLD

         


