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Call for repurposing train
station coming down

the track
By Laureen Sweeney

A call for proposals appears to be in the
works for use of the abandoned West-
mount train station at Victoria and St.
Catherine, Mayor Peter Trent confirmed
last week. The call had initially been sched-
uled for January though city officials said
they had nothing to report at this time.

It stems from a presentation to repur-
pose the building as a networking site for
start-up technology. It was presented by

Councillor Philip Cutler at closed-door
meetings of the general committee of
council in November and December, ac-
cording to minutes released February 1.

“This is one idea,” Cutler said last week.
“Council was on side and open to propos-
als. It’s a way to stir the pot and try to see
what ideas are out there.”

Cutler had contacted project coordina-
tors of the historic Notman House down-
town at Sherbrooke and Clark, which had
been repurposed as a networking site.

They had visited the train station and es-
timated the cost of such a project at be-
tween $1.5 million and $2
million. It would not re- continued on p. 4

Recalling trial for de Maisonneuve path

$11,000 budgetted for trial bike
routes on CSA, Wstmt. Ave.
By Laureen Sweeney

Opposition over a proposed spring trial
for bike routes on Côte St. Antoine and
Westmount Ave. continued to be voiced
once again at the council meeting February
1. The plan was announced six months
ago.

Councillor Philip Cutler, commissioner
of Public Security, reminded questioner
Bruce Anderson of the Côte Rd. that he
had “mentioned over and over and over

again” that this was a trial to collect infor-
mation to present to all citizens at a pub-
lic consultation meeting. He considered
this to be “a very good idea.”

The budget for the trial as requested, he
said, was $11,000. “The goal is not to incur
a financial burden on the city. We’re paint-
ing a line on the street and moving a few
signs,” for switching parking on Côte St.
Antoine from the north to south sides.

Anderson and other res-
idents have been opposing continued on p. 5
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No Valentine for Miss Vicky’s

Miss Vicky’s pre-school was decked out in hearts February 12 as founder/owner Victoria Naday wished
parents and children a happy weekend despite the message from the government of Quebec to close by
March 11. See story p. 3. Photo: Laureen Sweeney
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Westmount, 765 Upper-Belmont Ave.
IMPECCABLY maintained. 5 bdrs. $1,498,000

Westmount, 557 Lansdowne Ave.
RARELY available. PRIME mid-level location!
Remarkably spacious, extensively renovated
4 + 1 bdr. Large garden. 2 car garage. Close to
King George Park + the best schools. $1,495,000

Westmount, 25 Burton Ave.
Spacious, well loved 1905 townhouse. $798,000

NDG, 5310 O’Bryan Ave.
Exceptional find! Sun filled, FULLY renovated,
enlarged with a 3 storey extension. Stun ning
bathrooms, kitchen, new windows, halogen

lighting, newly built garage... $659,000

Westmount, 611 Roslyn Ave.
Elegantly spacious home! $1,395,000

Westmount, 234 Metcalfe Ave.
STUNNING, architectural marvel blending
21st c. cutting edge design with Victorian

elegance. Renov. from top to bottom. 5 bdrm,
4½ baths. 2 car garage + pkg. $1,399,000

Westmount,4444 SherbrookeW. #106
Rarely available + desirable! Spacious, fully
reno’d 3 bdrm, 2 bath co-op. Well run door -

man bldg, roof pool, views. Im pec cable!
Garage, locker. Washer/dryer. $550,000

419 Victoria Ave.
Victoria Village: Rarely available, TOTALLY

charming 4 bedrm,, 2½ bath Victorian
townhouse. LOADED with charm Private
garden + parking for 1-2 cars. $878,000

Westmount, 22 Renfrew Ave.
Exquisite, QUALITY home with exceptional

curb appeal. Prestigious location. AMAZING
value! Beautiful leaded windows, oak floors
+ woodwork. Possible 2 car garage. $1,325,000

Westmount, 537-543 Victoria Ave.
One of the finest revenue properties ever
offered! LARGE, SPECTACULAR John Hand

4plex. $500k in quality renos, gorgeous
wdwrk, 4 car garage! $2,395,000

Ville Marie, 28 Place de Richelieu
Downtown living combining the luxury of
strolling to the finest stores + restaurants,

inner court location. TOTALLY + EXQUISITELY
redone, sparing NO expense! $1,695,000

GREAT SALE by Brian in 2 DAYS!

Westmount adj., 4855 Roslyn Ave.
BREATHTAKING spacious 4 bdr, 3½ bath S/D.

French doors to a STUNNING garden w/
intimate patio + spa. A/C, Pella windows,

new kitchen. Garage + 2 car pkg. $1,300,000

LISTED & SOLD by Brian in 19 DAYS!EXCEPTIONAL DEDICATION Brian DELIVERED!

Westmount, 701 Victoria Ave.
EXCEPTIONALLY bright + spacious home

impressively enlarged + renovated in 1997.
4 + 1 bedrooms, 3½ bathrooms, 2 car garage.

Many recent upgrades! $1,880,000

SUCCESSFULLY SOLD in 4 DAYS! Brian MADE IT HAPPEN in 8 DAYS!

ANOTHER OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT! CONSISTENTLY DELIVERING RESULTS!

Westmount, 709 Grosvenor Ave.
EXCEPTIONALLY handsome, renovated DE -

TACH ED 3 (or 4) bdr home loaded w/desirable
features. Lovely private garden, woodwork,
stained glass. Parking + garage. $1,398,000

Westmount, 4392 de Maisonneuve
Tastefully, EXTENSIVELY renovated 4 + 1

bdrm S/D 1921 home. Loaded with
woodwork, + original charm. 3½ baths,

garage + parking. $1,145,000

Westmount, 11 Parkman Place
SPACIOUS 4 bdrm upper duplex. Oak floors,

leaded windows. New roof, plumbing,
furnace. A LARGE unfinished basement.

Competitive ly priced! $2,500/month

Westmount, 646 Lansdowne Ave.
Perfectionist owned home, FULLY

renovated, done in top quality and sparing
no expense! 4 bdr, 3½ bathrooms, garage

+ 3 car parking. $1,675,000

INCREDIBLE RESULTS in 2 DAYS!

Another Just LISTED! New price!

Westmount, 4-6 Ingleside Ave.
Absolutely DELIGHTFUL 1895 Victorian

single family home OR duplex! Dramatically
enlarged, impressively renovated!

Remarkable architectural details. $879,000

Another Just LISTED!

Downtown, Le Chateau
SPECTACULAR! The ULTIMATE in high end

luxury living at Downtown’s premier
address. TOTALLY renovated 1,550 sq. ft 1 bdr
co-op apt. TRULY breathtaking. $1,095,000

Another Just LISTED!

Open House Sunday 2-4
Open House Sunday 2-4

Westmount, 576 Grosvenor Ave.
DELIGHTFUL 4 bdrm 1909 built home,

lovingly updated & maintained over the
last 30 years. Many recent improvements!

Great location! $1,185,000

Another Just LISTED!

New price!
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$1,950,000 | MLS 11446140
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Ville Mont-Royal
1157 Av. Beaumont

$735,000 | MLS 24983548
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Miss Vicky’s faces March 11 closure, seeks injunction
By Laureen Sweeney

One month. That’s the lifeline the Que-
bec Family ministry has given Miss Vicky’s
pre-school at St. Matthias’ Church before
forcing it to close March 11. Its hours of op-
eration have been in dispute with the gov-
ernment off and on since 2013.

A notice to parents, dated February 9
from the ministry and received by some
parents last week, stated the closure could
take effect unless the school “conformed”
to the law on child care services and ob-
tained a permit to operate as a daycare for
more than six children.

School officials said they are prepared to
fight the closure in court, starting by filing
for an emergency injunction to remain
open.

“We’re traumatized,” said Christine Mol-
son, as she picked up children February 12.
“It’s awful. It doesn’t seem to make any
sense.”

The private school has an enrollment of
some 80 children and has been operating
under an acquired right as a “Jardin d’En-

fants.” This allowed it four hours a day of
operation.

When this permit category was abol-
ished in 2005, the school retained its ac-
quired rights until it was officially in-
formed January 20 that these had been
lost, according to founder/owner Victoria
Naday.

She said she had been told by ministry
representatives the previous day that the
government considers the school’s half-
hour drop-off period from 8:30 to 9 am to
be an addition to the 9 am to 1 pm opera-
tion (see story February 9, p. 3).

To continue after March 11, therefore,
the school must apply for a daycare permit,
a category that does not fit its type and lo-
cation of operation, she explained.

Closure would not only impact parents
but also the community, Naday told the
Independent. In particular, the church
would be deprived of the rental revenue.

Daycare option not viable

“And it’s not just us,” she said of the gov-
ernment’s action against the school.

“They’re doing the same thing to [other]
Jardins d’Enfants. All they seem to want is
daycares.”

For Miss Vicky’s, she said, the daycare
option, “is not physically or economically
viable within the premises of St. Matthias’
Church.” The school would have to un-
dertake costly renovations, be open longer
hours, 365 days a year and provide a more
standardized and less flexible program un-
der greater regulation.

Emily Ritchie, whose fourth child is now

attending Miss Vicky’s, said its closure
would be “very sad for the community and
for stay-at-home moms like myself.” She
said she only needs or wants pre-school
services for half a day.

Ritchie is a former Selwyn House
teacher who said Miss Vicky’s had pro-
vided her three daughters with excellent
preparation for integrating into the French
environment of St. Marcelline.

The pre-school has been
operating at the church for

MAGNIFICENT WATERFRONT
Sunfilled North Hatley gem! 5 BR, 5
Baths. Breathtaking views! $799,000

KNOWLTON RETREAT – 140 ACRES
14,500 SF luxury 30 room Chateau,
Elevator, 10 car Garage. $5,900,000

ACCEPTED OFFERSOLD

STONE 4 PLEX – GREAT REVENUE!
Always rented! Ideal central location.
4½ room renovated apts. $925,000

MAJESTIC WESTMOUNT MANSION
Magnificent property with over 10,000 SF of living space! Palatial mansion of
8 BR, 6 Baths; & superbly reno’d Coach House with roof terrace. $4,500,000

FORT DE LA MONTAGNE
Completely reno’d 1,710 sq.ft.

Stunning Kitchen! Garage. $699,000 

NEW PRICE
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By Laureen Sweeney

Funeral services were scheduled for Feb-
ruary 10 in Guelph, Ontario for Alwyn
Lloyd, who served eight years as a West-
mount city councillor. He had been Fi-
nance commissioner during the mayoral
terms of Donald MacCallum from 1975 to
1983. 

He was 86.
“Al” Lloyd, as he was known, spent a 40-

year career in public accounting and had
lived in Guelph for many years. Running
for re-election in 1979, he was acclaimed
for his second term as an “alderman,” as
councillors were then known. He had lived
at 649 Roslyn.

For at least one of his budget presenta-

tions, Lloyd made sure that at least one
member of the public would be in the au-
dience: one of his sons. This was recalled
recently on December 14 – more than 30
years later – when the city brought down
its 2016 budget in the presence of, once
again, a lone attendee (see story December
15, p. 17).

While Mayor Peter Trent did not serve
on the council with Lloyd, he said last week
he remembered him as “a gentle, thought-
ful man.”

Lloyd is survived by his second wife,
Joan Snyder, following the death of Betty
Anderson, with whom he had four sons
and ultimately many grandchildren. A cel-
ebration of his life is to be held in Montreal
in the spring.

‘Alderman’ Lloyd served 8 years on council

continued on p. 14
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www.contactivitycentre.org
514-932-2326

4695 de Maisonneuve West, corner of Lansdowne.

A non-profit community centre for independent seniors and retirees 60+.

“Powered by Seniors since 1972”

         

• Luxurious renovated rental suites
• Breathtaking views • 3 appliances included
• Heating, hot water and a/c included
• 24 hour doorman • Valet parking
• Fitness & social room
• Walking distance to Greene & the new MUHC

Come experience Le 4300,
visit us now – (438) 968-2412
4300demaisonneuve.com

Westmount an address
of Prestige & Distinction.

         

quire much change to the infrastructure
and could be carried out in a relatively
short period of time, the minutes state.

This use could be expected to receive
some 15 to 20 visitors a day, described as a
minimal impact on the area’s traffic.

While a “tech hub,” or centre attracting
people with similar business interests, is
not among the site’s permitted uses, Ur-
ban Planning director Joanne Poirier told
the Independent last week that if this were
council’s decision, the by-law would have
to be “adjusted.”

At this time, the site’s uses are limited to
a public square or park, a heritage centre
or municipal building, she said.

Cutler told the Independent that tech
hubs were conducive to buildings with
heritage value because they were “inspir-
ing” to people working in similar lines of
work such as “med tech” or even non-
profit organizations. “It’s really a nice thing
to have in a community.”

City took over ownership

Once a thriving transportation hub, the
train station was replaced by the Vendôme
station in 1984. The city took over owner-
ship following lengthy negotiations with
CP Rail concluded in 1999.

Under the agreement with CP, the city

would preserve the deteriorating 1907 sta-
tion and purchase the 25,000 square feet of
land on which it stands plus the area in
front, now a small park.

The city also exacted an additional 4,000
square feet of land as the cadastral contri-
bution from Oblin Homes, developer of
the adjacent homes along St. Catherine.

Also in 1999, to mark Westmount’s
125th anniversary, the city committed
$125,000 from its capital works budget to-
ward a fundraising campaign of $850,000
by the Westmount Historical Association
(WHA). The goal was to restore the station
as a heritage centre for the organization,
though this use never materialized.

Over the years, numerous uses for the
station have been suggested. These in-
cluded a café, headquarters for the WHA,
a Victoria village branch of the Westmount
Public Library and even a summer market.

The small size of the building’s interior
limits it use, Trent pointed out. He esti-
mates it at “probably well under 2,000
square feet.”

While the station’s exterior was restored,
it remains boarded up and unused. When
the former arena was demolished in 2012
for construction of the new recreation cen-
tre, some of its furnishings, equipment
and supplies were moved into the station
for temporary storage.

The 1907 train station at Victoria and St. Catherine remained boarded up February 12.

Train station cont’d. from p. 1
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the bike route based on safety, aesthetic
and other concerns.

A “trial” for the de Maisonneuve bike
path more than 35 years ago had also been
opposed, according to news reports of the
day. At that time, it had been created as a
recreational bike path.

One report from November 1, 1979
linked two bike accidents on the path to
eastbound bike traffic meeting cars com-
ing from the side streets. At that time, the
route was separated from traffic by a dou-
ble yellow line.

The city would take that winter “to re-
view the experimental bike path,” it was re-
ported, “in the hopes of making it safer
next year.” The study probably would “in-
clude consultation with the Westmount
Bicycle Path Committee,” the news report
stated.

Then Public Security commissioner An-
dré Gervais stated he appreciated that the
bike path was not “a safe path,” but added:
“perhaps it is safer than not having any-
thing,” words that have been echoed re-

cently by council members regarding the
proposed experiment on Côte St. Antoine.

The de Maisonneuve bike path has since
evolved into a commuter route from Mont-
real West to downtown.

“The more things change, the more they
remain the same,” observed Cutler when
informed of reaction to the trial for the
bike path on de Maisonneuve.

Councillor Philip Cutler said the trial would
provide information for a public consultation
meeting.

1979 trial path on de Mais.
was also opposed 

Bruce Anderson questions the bike routes
February 1.

Katrina Montgomery 514 220-0505

374 Ave Olivier, Westmount Steps from Greene Ave.,
an oasis right in the heart of Westmount. Con tem po rary 4
bedroom home with double car heated garage.

647 Rue Main, Hudson Magnificent Century-old
stone mansion in Hudson nestled on 3+ private acres
of landscaped lawns w/private stream and Lake views.  

283 Rue Winters, Baie d’Urfé Spectacularly reno -
vated, extremely well thought out large family home, 5
bdrms, 4 bath, beautifully landscaped, in-ground pool.

(Sold @ 97%)

         www.bauhausrealty.com

SHOHREH
AYOUB

chartered real estate broker

514-917-1912

         

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

         

cont’d. from p. 1

Warning sign damaged
at Greene/Selby

A sign warning drivers of the height of
the underpass at Greene and Selby was
found dangling by one of its chains Feb-
ruary 3, Public Security officials said. In-
formed by 911 at 8:51 am, officers re-
sponded to find firefighters removing it
entirely and police on the scene. Another
sign warning of the height restriction (3.5
meters) remained in place but the dam-
aged one was reported to have been re-
placed later in the day by Transport Que-
bec.
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Letters to the Editor

Need consensus to solve
infrastructure issues

With fascination, I have been following
the interaction between Councillor Patrick
Martin and our Mayor Peter Trent in the
two most recent editions of the Independ-
ent (February 2, p. 6 and February 9, p. 7).
So let me get this straight:
• Councillor Martin has been the commis-

sioner of Public Works for the past six*
years;

• He thinks we have infrastructure defi-
ciencies;

• Under his stewardship, Councillor Mar-
tin has not spent nor properly utilized the
annual budgets approved by council.
In my opinion (and others), the quantity

and quality of the roadwork he has man-
aged is inadequate and substandard; it will
need constant attention and expensive con-
tinued maintenance. Our infrastructure is
crumbling, our greenhouses and build-
ings are in a shambles, and our councillor
seems to suffer from option paralysis and
a lack of straightforward reporting. 

Parliamentary protocols customarily re-
sult in the resignation of the responsible
executive if acceptable results are not
achieved, and especially if reporting has

not been adequate or transparent.
When can Westmounters expect a

proactive, positive and transparent ap-
proach to our infrastructure issues from
the councillor appointed to oversee the
portfolio? We need consensus and collab-
oration, not confrontation and election-
eering, to solve our problems in an ac-
ceptable manner.

Peter Starr, Cedar Ave.
* Editor’s note: Councillor Patrick Martin

was first elected to council in 2005 and is in
his third term as commissioner of 

Public Works.

Looking forward to
infrastructure progress

Mayor Trent, it’s not that residents don’t
read your letters on the subject of the city’s
deteriorated infrastructure but that,
frankly, we find them muddled and diffi-
cult to understand. They appear to us as
statements of what happened yet neglect to
cover why it happened. 

What is clear now is that, for a long time,
the city has not been able to deliver on its
annual targets for infrastructure mainte-
nance and upgrades. Evidence of this has
been well documented. At the same time,

We are Westmount.
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we have seen the city’s cash build up sub-
stantially from taxes and other revenues. 

You are a successful entrepreneur and
businessman. If your own factory experi-
enced periodic shutdowns, surely you
would have not accepted this as normal for
years and waited until a window pane fell
out of your glass lobby to confront the se-
riousness of the problem. You would have
immediately called in your head of opera-
tions and worked on ways to get back on
track. 

I do recognize that for many years now
you have been occupied fully with the af-
ter-effects of the demerger and West-
mount’s position in the agglomeration.
While this is still important, it is also time
to get back to basics. 

Westmount residents deserve a safe, effi-
cient, well-run city that meets our needs.
Now that the Public Works department
has hopefully been provided with the right
manpower levels, skills, funding and lead-
ership to be able to achieve its targets, we
look forward to solid progress on infra-
structure in 2016. 

Denis Biro, Burton Ave.

Budgets should reflect
past completion rates

As a retired accountant with years of ex-
perience in capital works budgeting and fi-
nancing, I was quite surprised by Mayor
Peter Trent’s claim that delays in complet-
ing capital works projects by year end con-
tributes to the surplus. Councillor Patrick
Martin opposed that view, and Mayor Trent
states categorically that Councillor Martin
is wrong. 

In fact, Councillor Martin is perfectly
correct. The surpluses that Mayor Trent
tries to assign to non-completed capital
works are simply an indication that coun-
cil’s and the administration’s overly con-
servative budgeting process is flawed. It
regularly underestimates non-tax revenues
and over-estimates expenses, leading to a
repeated over-taxation of residents. It is
not grounded in reality.

The normally accepted practice to treat
municipal capital works budgeting is to
take account of historical completion rates
and factor them into the estimates. This
obviously was not done.

One might worry that the repetitive na-

ture of the surpluses and of the over-taxa-
tion would indicate that it is intentional.

William Booth, retired chartered
accountant, Brock Ave.

WMA, on the current
tax/surplus controversy

Cities have the right to levy taxes, but tax-
payers have only consented to this because
of the responsibility implied in the use of
said monies. When federal or provincial
taxes are overpaid, a refund is awarded.
Citizens are free to save or use their re-
maining income as they see fit – this re-
sponsibility does not belong to cities.

There are several problems with the in-
ability of the city to actually use the monies
taxpayers entrusted to them. During this
time of record-low interest rates and an ac-
knowledged infrastructure crisis, to both
cut spending on maintenance as well as
lock up tens of millions of dollars where it
has no leverage, is to betray the trust given
by taxpayers.

The Westmount Municipal Association
(WMA) has several questions:
• Public Works consistently under spends

its budget. Why weren’t future budgets
based on their actual capacity?

• Why did the Finance department fail to
forecast the “unexpected” revenues?

• Why did council keep approving budgets
without incorporating any feedback from
previous years?

• Is the pay-as-you-go model appropriate
for long lifespan infrastructure?

• Why should current taxpayers front all
the costs associated with this infrastruc-
ture?
The WMA is not asking for a refund

and is somewhat heartened that 2016 in-
frastructure spending is returning to 2010
levels. We believe the surplus should be
leveraged as much as possible to fix our
crumbling parks, water works, roads and
sidewalks and to finally begin to imple-
ment the Master Traffic Plan.

We note that our businesses are suffer-
ing and due consideration must be given
to their mil rate also. 

This time of low interest rates will not
last forever hence advantage should be
taken but ensuring that future taxpayers
also share the burden over the lifetime of
the infrastructure (as is the case with the
Westmount recreation centre.)

Paul Marriott and Maureen Kiely, 
co-presidents of the Westmount

Municipal Association

Electronic Independents
available

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!

Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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It’s perplexing how Mayor Peter Trent
insists that Westmount has not under-
funded infrastructure maintenance over
the years, especially when the results are
right before our eyes. At the same time, he
tries to convince us we are not overtaxed
despite massive surpluses.

When he began his mandate, the budget
for roads, water and sewers for 2010 was
established at $8.13 million. Over the fol-
lowing five years, it was drastically reduced
by almost 40 percent, to $4.95 million per
year. Meanwhile, taxes were increased an-
nually and huge surpluses accumulated,
totalling some $30 million over the pe-
riod, so the reduction clearly was not due
to a shortage of funds.

For 2016, the vaunted “increased” budget
of $7.32 million for roads, water and sew-
ers is still fully 10 percent below that of
2010, even though it includes $1.4 million
of work for Prince Albert that was shifted
from 2015. As an engineering professional

with 40 years of relevant executive experi-
ence, I’m not impressed. I’ve been point-
ing out the dangers of insufficient infra-
structure spending for eight years.

The Federation of Canadian Municipal-
ities had the same message in its report of
last week, but Westmount’s mayor and
council remain in denial. The neglect of
our roads and sidewalks, the water leaks,
the power outages and the closed green-
houses are glaringly obvious and unfor-
givable in a community that prides itself
on excellence in all aspects of municipal
life.

Underspending short-sighted

Politicians may prefer to underspend in
order to keep taxes low, a short-sighted
tactic that inevitably leads to an infra-
structure crisis. They ignore the hidden
deficit that is created by disintegrating in-
frastructure, and the onerous financial ob-
ligation that it will impose on future coun-
cils and residents. Catching up can take
decades.

Mayor Trent’s focus on project comple-
tion rates is a red herring. There isn’t a city
in the world that completes 100 percent of
targeted projects each year. There has been
a significant decrease in the costs of con-
tracts in Montreal, sometimes as much as
20 to 30 percent. 

When bids come in below budget, that is
a positive thing. Any savings that result
are not “incompleted work.” Also, some-
times circumstances beyond Westmount’s
control can delay a project, such as
weather, a late thaw, strikes, discovery of
contamination and interventions by Bell
and Gaz Metro, which means the work is
pushed forward to the following year; it is
not incompleted.

A city that has large surpluses year after
year clearly is overtaxing its residents and
businesses. In 2014 alone, the surplus was
more than $12 million. That means that
the average homeowner was overtaxed that

year by about $1,700! There is no accept-
able justification for this. Residential and
business renters are affected too as land-
lords increase the rent due to taxes.

Councillor Patrick Martin, ing. (OIQ), is 
commissioner of Public Works.

Continuing the tax and infrastructure challenge
Councillor’s
Column

Patrick Martin

LINDSAY
NAGLEY

Real Estate Broker

514.264.6857
Century 21 Vision Real Estate Agency

5517 Monkland Avenue
Montréal, Quebec H4A 1C8

         

1 Wood #1604 – 2 bedrooms
$1,100,000 – MLS 14182076

J O S E P H   M A R O V I T C H
REAL ESTATE BROKER

REMAX ACTION INC

JOSEPHMAROVITCHREALESTATE.COM
JOSEPHMAROVITCH@GMAIL.COM

514-825-8771

A TRADITON OF
TRUST AND INTEGRITY

M          
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Head Offi ce & Manufacturing Facility: 

453 Meloche, Dorval   514.636.6336   californiaclosets.com

Save up to 20% when you upgrade from our classic 
white fi nish to one of our exclusive Italian-inspired woodgrain fi nishes.*

*Valid through 2.29.16 at participating locations only. Cannot be combined with other offers. Savings not to exceed 20% install value.  

WI NTE R WH ITE EVE NT

      12:47 PM

Westmount, 434 Metcalfe $1,795,000
Spectacular home with detached coach house
and garage. Completely renovated & restored.
Large rooms with high ceilings, voluminous

entertaining spaces. Wonderful architectural detail
and a dream kitchen.

         

Woman upset over
boyfriend’s web activity

A woman in apparent distress arrived at
the Public Security station on Stanton St.
February 5 at 8:27 pm, department offi-
cials said. She was described as being on
some type of strong medication and was
worried her elderly boyfriend was search-
ing porn sites. Local community police
station 12 downstairs was already closed
for the night so 911 was called owing to her
state. In the meantime, the boyfriend ar-
rived to pick her up. The local police sta-
tion closes between 7 pm and 9 am.

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time

on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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Police Report

January, early February criminal activity range from threats to fraud
By Martin C. Barry

The following news story is based on in-
formation from police reports provided by a
Station 12 constable in an interview with the
reporter.

Man arrested after threatening women

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. say a
26-year-old man placed under arrest on
January 25 after making verbal threats to
two women is a West Island resident, al-
though he works in Westmount.

According to community relations offi-
cer Stéphan Laperrière, one of the women,
who was walking along Claremont Ave.
around 11:45 am, reported she was being
followed by a man, who also taunted her.

“She got scared and crossed the street
where she met up with some other people
she knew,” said Laperrière, while adding
that she called 911.

A second woman reported being simi-
larly targeted by the suspect only a few
minutes later, he continued. She also
called the emergency number and shortly
after police showed up and made an arrest.

Laperrière said the suspect “doesn’t live
in Westmount. We’ll just say he’s from the
West Island, but he works here in West-
mount. He was arrested and was placed in
detention.

“He had some mental health issues,” he
continued, “which still doesn’t stop us
from arresting him. Following the arrest,
he appeared in court and there will proba-
bly be a court-ordered evaluation for psy-
chological reasons.”

Forced entry attempt on Holton, Jan. 19

Station 12 police say that a recent forced
entry attempt at a Holton Ave. residence
should serve as a reminder to home own-

ers that they should always be wary of in-
truders and call the police if they even see
signs of break-ins.

On January 19, sometime between 7 and
9:35 pm, the house’s owner, who had for-
gotten his front door key, decided to try go-
ing in by a rear entrance.

“When he went to look in the back of the
house, he noticed that the handle of the
back door was forced and also damaged,”
said Station 12 community relations officer
Adalbert Pimentel. The owner immedi-
ately called 911.

However, added Pimentel, the suspect
hadn’t managed to get into the premises,
although a glass panel on the rear door
was broken during the attempt.

Nonetheless, the owner acted properly,
he said. “When you see something suspi-
cious, you should call 911,” he said, while
adding that only police officers should at-
tempt to determine whether suspects are
still in the vicinity. 

Break-in at fashion boutique, Jan. 15

Officers from Station 12 dealt with an-
other break-in a few days earlier in a busi-
ness area of Westmount.

On January 15 sometime between 8:50
pm and 8:30 am the following day, an in-
truder entered a fashion boutique in a
commercial building on Sherbrooke St.
while it was closed and stole $200 from the
cash register.

According to the police, an employee
from a neighbouring business reported
that the front door of the burglarized store
was ajar when he arrived for work that
morning, even though the boutique’s
owner wasn’t present.

An alarm was ringing. A boutique em-
ployee who was immediately notified by
phone of the break-in noticed after arriving

that the cash register was open and empty.
Police investigators have at least one im-

portant lead: a security camera in the bou-
tique recorded a suspect entering through
the front door, stealing the contents of the
cash register and leaving the same way.

As there was no evidence of the front
door being forced, the police are hypothe-
sizing that an extra key belonging to build-
ing management might have been stolen
and used to gain entry to the boutique.

Intoxicated man behind the wheel
on Park Place arrested

A tip phoned in to police at Station 12 led
to the arrest of a heavily intoxicated man
asleep at the wheel of his car while in pos-
session of narcotics in the late hours of
February 1 on Park Place in Westmount.

According to Station 12 community re-
lations officer Stéphan Laperrière, the in-
formation was relayed to the police by
Westmount Public Security (see story Feb-
ruary 9, p. 13), which had first been con-
tacted by a woman who lives on the street.

“The guy was sleeping behind the
wheel,” said Laperrière, while adding that
the suspect’s vehicle was an Acura SUV.
“By the time the police officers arrived
around 11:43 pm, they saw the man be-
hind the wheel and that the car radio was
playing.

“They opened the door, and he still con-
tinued to sleep. They then saw that he had
a transparent bag in his hand with a white
powdery substance in it. He was later ar-
rested for what they believed was posses-
sion of drugs.”

Through all of this, however, Laperrière
noted, the 44-year-old suspect and Mont-
real resident continued to doze, even as the
police removed the bag of powder from his
hands. “The guy never woke up,” he said,
although “they tried for several seconds to
wake him up, and he didn’t react. He was
very comatose.”

According to the police report, Urgences
Santé was called to provide medical assis-
tance. In addition to the charge of being in
possession of drugs, he was charged with
being in the care and control of a vehicle
while impaired. He is scheduled to make
a court appearance in a few months, Laper-
rière added.

Driver charged with leaving the scene,
after incident on de Maisonneuve

A hit-and-run incident on de Maison-
neuve Blvd. involving a pedestrian who
was struck by a motorist, who then drove
the victim to her work place, still resulted
in a charge of leaving-the-scene for the

driver.
On January 29 around 3:50 pm, accord-

ing to Laperrière, the pedestrian, a 38-year-
old woman, was emerging from the Metro
station entrance around 3920 de Maison-
neuve near Wood Ave. when she was
struck by the vehicle: a black SUV.

“The driver did get out of the car and talk
with the person to verify her state,” he said.
“The driver even drove the person to her
work on Victoria Ave., but the driver then
took off.” The driver was described as a
white female, around 60 years old, with
salt-and-pepper hair.

While the victim’s state following the
collision may not have been apparent at
first, she was eventually transported by
ambulance from her workplace to the
Montreal General Hospital to be evaluated.
“She had injuries to her back and her legs,”
Laperrière said.

As the driver failed to exchange infor-
mation with the victim following the colli-
sion, as required with motor vehicle acci-
dents, she was traced and located by the
police and subsequently charged with leav-
ing the scene.

Credit card fraud continues

Staff at Station 12 continue to deal with
credit card fraud and identify theft inci-
dents – some of which are proving to be
quite costly to the victims. A Westmount
couple complained to Station 12 police
about a fraud perpetrated against them
through their accounts at the Bank of
Montreal.

“Somebody was able to steal their iden-
tity to get money from their accounts into
another account,” said Laperrière, refer-
ring to the couple’s holdings as “high
value” and the amount stolen as exceeding
$100,000.

He said the police investigation is taking
place in conjunction with BMO’s security
department. “It’s an investigation that’s
ongoing, so we don’t have any further in-
formation on the suspect for now.”

A second fraud incident, this time in-
volving a credit card, was also reported to
local police recently. According to Laper-
rière, a 31-year-old Westmount woman’s
identity was used to open a credit card ac-
count, although the fraud was discovered
before any charges could be racked up.

All the same, he noted, in cases like this,
the credit card company will usually as-
sume responsibility for any losses, and
they will do an investigation to try to find
the perpetrator. “Once they have the most
information possible, they will usually give
it to the police,” he said.
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JEAN-GIRARD, 
WESTMOUNT ADJ.  $6,995,000

CÔTE ST-ANTOINE, 
WESTMOUNT  $1,995,000

MONTROSE, 
WESTMOUNT  $1,695,000

LISTED & SOLD BY M.Y.PAINT SOLD

SOLD

“SIR ROBERT PEEL”, 
DOWNTOWN  $2,995,000

ANWOTH, 
WESTMOUNT  $1,588,000

“CHÂTEAU WSTMT SQ.”, 
WESTMOUNT  $1,390,000

HILL PARK CIRCLE, 
WSTMT ADJ.  $1,195,000

ST-PAUL, 
OLD PORT  $625,000

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

ACCEPTED OFFER

LISTED & SOLD BY M.Y.PAINT

“RITZ CARLTON”, 
DOWNTOWN  $3,350,000

SOLD

CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE REAL ESTATE AGENCY 

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.)

NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC, 2015, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 

2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001514 933 5888

RECENT IMPORTANT SALES    LAST ASKING PRICE
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Part 2 of the Independent’s series on summer camps 

Teens can gear up to become counsellors at Westmount Y

Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps

By Joanne Penhale

The counsellor-in-training (CIT) pro-
gram is one of many day camps at the
Westmount YMCA coordinated by
Jonathan Kruidbos, 29, who took the CIT
program at 16, and later taught it himself.

He now coordinates
youth programs at
the Westmount Y
while finishing a de-
gree in child develop-
mental psychology at
Concordia University.

What is the CIT
program?

It’s a three-week
program for teens be-
tween 15 and 17 to
give them experience
and knowledge about
working with kids in
a generalized child-
care setting, and
more specifically, a
day camp setting.

The first week, the
emphasis is on theories about working
with kids: the adult-based approach, the
child-based approach, child-protection
policies, YMCA policies, kids’ rights, how

to recognize signs of
abuse or neglect and
what to do if that’s
suspected. 

We cover the tem-
peraments and quali-
ties of kids at differ-
ent ages, and we give
examples of games to
play and songs to
sing.

The second week,
CITs are introduced
to the kids – they
spend time with
groups, participate in
activities and really
interact. The third
week tests their
knowledge: they ani-
mate games, lead

songs and take initiative to engage with the
kids.

Our camp is unique because this YMCA
is specialized in special needs integration.
So we have accessible camps that integrate
neuro-typical kids with kids with special
needs. Children learn from each other.
CITs also get that exposure then too.

How many CITs are in one cohort and how
many cohorts are there each summer?

We average about five kids per session
and have three three-week sessions.

Do teens need to qualify for the program?
No, they are technically still campers. If

they meet the basic requirements to enter
camp, they can enter the program.

Do they get a certificate when they pass?
Yes, it’s almost like a letter of recom-

mendation. It’s not an officially recognized
certificate, but it can lend weight to job
applications.

Does everyone pass the course?
To date, yes, but it is possible not to.

Do CITs generally become YMCA
counsellors or counsellors at other camps?

There’s been a variety of outcomes.
Sometimes we’ll never see someone again
or they will come work here or they will
end up in other Ys, or other camps.

How has the CIT program changed since
you took it?

Originally, each individual Y had it’s own
program, each with its own flavour. The
day camps are now under one umbrella
and everything is becoming standardized.
This is the first year we’ll have a standard-
ized CIT program in all the Ys.

Also, there’s more emphasis now on the-
ory to better understand children. Trou-
bling behaviour may at first elicit a reaction
of strictness, but when counsellors under-
stand why a child is acting a certain way
they can help diffuse or regulate or di-
minish disruptive behaviour. So instead
of time-outs, for example, a counsellor can
assess why a child is acting a certain way
and then try to help out with a more un-
derstanding approach.

Do you have any advice for teens who take
the CIT program?

Patience. And remember you are there
to learn but also still have fun. For a lot of
people in the childcare field, I’ve found
the biggest thing that keeps them there is
that they get to stay connected to that inner
child.

SANS SOUCI RIDING CENTRE INC.SANS SOUCI RIDING CENTRE INC.

•Beautiful site and facilities
•30 km south of Montreal •65 campers
per session •QCA, OCA, FEQ. certified.

Recipient of Canadian
Camping Award of Excellence
Tel.450 826-3772 www.sans-souci.qc.ca

info@sans-souci.qc.ca

•Residential Summer Riding Camp
•Residential Spring and Fall Week-end Camp
Bus service (from Montreal) available for spring/fall camps

Co-Ed, 8-17 yrs of age
BILINGUAL CAMP

Nominatedin 2011 & 2014 for‘Coup de Cœur’award

         

25 years of experience.
Able to meet all of your Construction

and Renovation needs.
Call us to book your Brick, Concrete,
Bathroom and Basement projects.
kbconstructiongroup@yahoo.ca

www.kbgroupeconstruction.com
Contact us @ 514.359.5328

RBQ# 8361-4172-01

          

SPECIALIST IN
FOUNDATION
REPLACEMENT
& REPAIR Rbq Lic: 5598-4017-01

GENTILE CONSTRUCTION & RENO
PROJECT MANAGEMENT &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

20 years experience servicing
NDG, Mtl-West & Hampstead

514.820.6704

         

All types of roofs
and brickwork

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.
Serving NDG for 50 years

                   

Daycamp coordinator Jonathan Kruidbos at the
Westmount Y on February 2.

To place an ad, contact Leonard at
Sales@freepresspaper.com

514-488-5382

What Makes
Your Camp Special?

Let everyone know
in our camp pages

C          
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AVIS PUBLIC

AVIS DE RECOURS POSSIBLE AUPRÈS DE LA COMMISSION MUNICIPALE DU
QUÉBEC AFIN D’EXAMINER LA CONFORMITÉ DES RÈGLEMENTS NO 1494 ET
1495 AU PLAN D’URBANISME ET AU SCHÉMA D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE
DÉVELOPPEMENT DE L’AGGLOMÉRATION DE MONTRÉAL

À toute personne habile à voter sur le territoire de la Ville de Westmount (la « Ville »).

1. Adoption des règlements 1494 et 1495

Dans le cadre de l’adoption du Schéma d’aménagement et de développement
de l’agglomération de Montréal (le « Schéma »), la Ville a adopté lors de la
séance ordinaire du 1er février 2016, les règlements suivants :

• Règlement 1494 intitulé « Règlement visant à modifier de nouveau le
Règlement 1303 concernant le zonage – schéma d’aménagement et de
développement de l’agglomération de Montréal »; et

• Règlement 1495 intitulé « Règlement visant à modifier de nouveau le
Règlement 1305 sur les plans d’implantation et d’intégration architecturale
– schéma d’aménagement et de développement de l’agglomération de
Montréal ».

2. Demande d’avis de conformité à la Commission municipale du Québec

2.1 Toute personne habile à voter sur le territoire de la Ville peut demander par
écrit, à la Commission municipale du Québec (la « Commission »), son avis
sur la conformité des règlements 1494 et 1495 au plan d’urbanisme et au
Schéma.

2.2 La demande doit être transmise à la Commission dans les 30 jours qui
suivent la publication du présent avis à l’adresse suivante :

2.3 Si la Commission ne reçoit pas de demande d’au moins 5 personnes habiles
à voter sur le territoire de la Ville, les règlements 1494 et 1495 seront réputés
conformes à compter de l’expiration dudit délai de 30 jours. Si la
Commission reçoit une telle demande d’au moins 5 personnes habiles à
voter sur le territoire de la Ville, elle devra donner son avis sur la conformité
dans les 60 jours suivant l’expiration du présent délai de 30 jours.

3. Consultation

Toute personne peut consulter cet avis et ces règlements et en obtenir copie au
bureau du greffe situé au 4333, rue Sherbrooke Ouest à Westmount, du lundi au
vendredi de 8 h 30 à 16 h 30 ou sur le site Web de la Ville, sous la section « Avis
publics ».

DONNÉ à Westmount, ce 16 février 2016.

PUBLIC NOTICE

POSSIBILITY OF RECOURSE BEFORE THE COMMISSION MUNICIPALE DU
QUÉBEC TO EXAMINE THE CONFORMITY OF BY-LAWS 1494 AND 1495 WITH
THE PLANNING PROGRAMME AND THE LAND USE PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT PLAN OF THE URBAN AGGLOMERATION OF MONTRÉAL

To all qualified voters on the territory of the City of Westmount (the “City”).

1. Adoption of By-laws 1494 and 1495

As part of the adoption of The Land Use Planning and Development Plan of the
Urban Agglomeration of Montréal (the “Plan”), the City adopted at its regular
sitting held on February 1st, 2016, the following By-laws:

• By-law 1494, entitled “By-Law to further amend Zoning by-law 1303 – Land
Use Planning and Development Plan of the urban agglomeration of
Montréal”; and 

• By-Law 1495, entitled “By-Law to further amend by-law 1305 on Site
Planning and Architectural Programmes – Land Use Planning and
Development Plan of the urban agglomeration of Montreal”.

2. Application for a notice of assessment of the conformity to the Commission
municipale du Québec

2.1 Any qualified voter on the territory of the City may apply in writing to the
Commission Municipale du Québec (the “Commission”) to examine the
conformity of By-laws 1494 and 1495 with the Planning Programme and the
Plan.

2.2 The application must be transmitted to the Commission within 30 days after
publication of this notice at the following address:

2.3 If the Commission does not receive applications from at least five qualified
voters from the territory of the City, By-laws 1494 and 1495 will be deemed
in conformity. If the Commission receives applications from at least five
qualified voters from the territory of the City, it shall give its assessment of
the conformity within 60 days of the expiry of the delay of 30 days.

3. Consultation

Any person may consult this notice and by-laws and obtain copies at the Office
of the City Clerk located at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West, in Westmount, from
Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or on the City’s Website, under “Public
Notices”.

GIVEN at Westmount, this 16th day of February 2016.

www.westmount.org

Commission municipale du Québec
10, rue Pierre-Olivier-Chauveau
Mezzanine, aile Chauveau
Québec, QC G1R 4J3

Martin St-Jean
Greffier de la Ville/City Clerk

           

A patroller noticed a car parked February
2 at 11:53 pm near the TD Bank at Clare-
mont and Sherbrooke, Public Security offi-
cials said. Two men were inside with the

headlights turned off and the motor run-
ning. Just then a Garda armoured vehicle
pulled up and the agents entered the bank
machine area. The information was re-

layed to Garda to warn the agents. As soon
as they returned into the truck, the car de-
parted. A description of the car and a li-
cence plate number were subsequently

given to Garda for information in the event
it might have been related to the pick-up.

Parked car related to money pick-up?
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SONOS
WiFi – HiFi

Only $219
Music

everywhere

         

WOOD
RESTORATION

ON-SITE SERVICE
•Touch-ups and Repairs
•Polishing and Staining
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
•Woodwork

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

         

ESTATE & MOVING SALES
Vente de succession et déménagement

514 236-4159
info@rondably.com | www.rondably.com

RONDA BLY
B.COM.,M.ED.,CPPA

         

Quality, Convenience
& Customization

Unique lamps and chandeliers,
custom shades & repairs
5903 Sherbrooke W. (at Royal)

(514) 488-4322
Lacontessa.lampes@gmail.com

         

concierege4pa�es.com
514-497-6450
Ian Shulman

For Pets And People In Motion
Concierge 4 Pa�es

Concierge 4 Pattes is pleased to offer new clients

of a 10 walk package

Professional
Bonded

Insured
Cat Sitting

Like us on Facebook  -  Follow us on Instagram

         

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

� �� �� � �� �

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS
Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into
ready cash. International buyer wants to pur-
chase your antiques, paintings, china, crystal,
gold, silverware, jewellery, rare books, sports,
movies, postcards, coins, stamps, records. 514-
501-9072.

For Sale

QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers Associa-
tion) can place your classified ad into 21 weekly
papers throughout Quebec – papers just like the
one you are reading right now! One phone call

does it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 514-697-6330.
Visit: www.qcna.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397. – MAKE MONEY &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill – cut lum-
ber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. Free
info & DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT.
1-800-566-6899 ext:400OT.

REFORESTATION NURSERY SEEDLINGS of hardy
trees, shrubs, & berries for shelterbelts or land-
scaping. Spruce & Pine from $0.99/tree. Free
shipping. Replacement guarantee. 1-866-873-
3846 or www.treetime.ca.

Health

CANADA BENEFIT GROUP – Do you or someone
you know suffer from a disability? Get up to
$40,000 from the Canadian Government. Toll-free
1-888-511-2250 or www.canadabenefit.ca/free-
assessment.

Vacation/Travel

SAVE 30% on our Heart of the Arctic adventure.
Visit Inuit communities in Greenland and Nunavut
aboard the comfortable 198-passenger Ocean
Endeavour. CALL FOR DETAILS! 1-800-363-7566 or
visit: www.adventurecanada.com.
(TICO#04001400).

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Estate/Moving sale

Second sale: Parking available from 9:30am to
2:30pm. 1875 Rene Levesque W. Friday & Satur-
day Feb. 19 and 20, from 9:30 am to 3 pm. Many
more new items added: Art, linens, bicycle,
aquarium, jewelry, African art, armoire, pine &
mid-century furniture.

Handyman/Assistant

Available

For maintenance, small repairs or accompani-

ment, free evaluation & references available. 514-

946-3003.

Come sing with us!

Choeur Anima Musica, a mixed choir of adults in
NDG, Knox Crescent United Church on Tuesday
evenings. You are welcome to come and try out;
some experience in choral singing and sight
reading is preferred, additional training offered.
Info: www.animamusica.org or 438-384-9217. 

OPEN STUDIO!
Come to see new work by

Catherine Young BATES
Wed.-Fri., Feb. 24,25,26,

3:00 PM – 6:00 PM
4710 St.Ambroise, #102

(Canal Complexe)
Home Tel: 514-933-1993

Email: cybates5@gmail.com
Studio (only) Cell: 514-919-8768

pre-2015 work reduced

         

Mouton Noir opens officially

The official opening of the Mouton Noir Café at the Westmount recreation centre took place the evening
of February 4. It was attended by Mayor Peter Trent, members of city council along with locals and a
few tired sports enthusiasts leaving the ice. Photo: Ralph Thompson

Open garage door
found at 3 am

Public safety officers found a garage
door open on Sunnyside at 3 am February
8, Public Security officials said. An interior
door leading to the house was unlocked.
When a resident was contacted, she stated
the door was defective and she was out of
town. As officers were attempting to close
it, “a 70-year-old man” opened the inside
door and stated, in fact they were both
home. The man, described as the home-
owner, subsequently closed the garage
door.
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Glamorous gala at MMFA raises $1 million

The annual Montreal Museum of Fine
Arts’ (MMFA) ball is always the most
sought-after gala in town. Held on No-
vember 21, this year was no exception. It
was sold out in October. “Living Art Loud,”
the event’s 55th edition, broke a record
with 850 in attendance. 

The gowns were the most glamorous
ever and ranged from a sensationally sim-
ple couture sheath-style (Isabelle Marcoux,
Transcontinental board member, there
with her husband François Olivier, who is
the company’s president/CEO); and win-
ter-white satin with voluminous skirt (Is-
abelle Hudon, CEO Sun Life Financial, at-
tending with hubby Gilles Coulombe); to
a red-carpet-sweeping gown (Westmount
res Mary Daily-Desmarais, with hubby
Paul Desmarais III); and stunning
turquoise (Westmounter Alexandra Mac-
Dougall, committee member, there with

husband Hubert Colas).
Co-chairs were Westmounter Calin

Rovinescu, Air Canada CEO (attending
with his wife Elaine); CIBC president/CEO
Victor Dodig (with his wife Maureen); and
Richard Speer (with fiancée Ruby Brown). 

Marking its 50th anniversary, the Caisse
de dépôt et placement du Québec, repre-
sented by its chairman Robert Tessier, who
attended with his wife Denyse, was the
ball’s guest of honour. 

The steering committee was chaired by
Westmount res Tania Dupont (there with
hubby Eric Michaud). Committed com-
mittee members included Westmounters
Claire Webster, Julie-Katerine Turcotte, as
well as Ruby Brown, Véronique Thibault,
Anne-Marie Côté, Mélanie Vaugeois,
Roula Rossy, Katia Robillard, Haida Nah-
faoui, Maria Varvarikos, Pascale Chassé,
Danielle Champagne, Marie-Annick
Boisvert and co-presidents of the Volun-
teer Association of MMFA Caroline Savic
and Michèle Plourde.

Each room had a different edgy décor,

thanks to the creativity of Lysanne Pepin,
Isabelle Long and Dominique Houle

florist. 
The amazing dinnerSocial Notes

from Westmount
and Beyond
Veronica Redgrave

From left: Brian Levitt, Calin Rovinescu, Tania Dupont, Nathalie Bondil, Victor Dodig and Richard
Speer. Photos courtesy of MMFA

continued on p. 14

Please send information on your
upcoming spring event to
redgrave@videotron.ca.
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

         

Paul Desmarais III and Mary Dailey-Desmarais. Alexandra MacDougall and Hubert Colas.

was created by chef Helena Loureiro (of
her eponymous restaurant) working with
the Fairmont Queen Elizabeth’s Marc Lan-

tanf and pastry chef Patrice Demers. 
Noted amidst the dazzling drama were

Westmounters gallerist Mark Leibner and
his wife Louise, Hélène Desmarais, Mitch
Garber, Cirque part-owner and Caesars
Acquisition CEO, with his wife Anne-
Marie Boucher; as well as WANT Les Es-
sentiels co-founders Dexter Peart and twin
Bryon; Sid Lee CEO Jean-François
Bouchard and his wife Vidéotron
pres/CEO Manon Brouillette; Margaret
Trudeau and daughter-in-law Zoé

Trudeau; Canadian Heritage minister
Mélanie Joly and her husband Frédéric
Drouin; Stingray head Eric Boyko and Au-
drey Vallières, Paul Pathy, president and
co-CEO Fednav and his wife Marie
Michelle; and the MMFA’s director/chief
curator Nathalie Bondil; philanthropist
Michel de la Chenelière, (sporting a radi-
ant red bow tie) and board chair Brian
Levitt. (His bow tie was tartan.) 

The city’s most prestigious party raised
$1 million.

Social Notes cont’d. from p. 13

Monday - Friday by Appointment Only
9:30 am - 5:00 pm www.kathrynosbornedesign.com

kathryn@kathrynosbornedesign.com

         

children five and under for more than a
quarter century, latterly offering its pro-
gram from 9 am to 1 pm.

The school’s position, Naday said, is that
parents do not pay for the 8:30 am “drop-
in” period. “It is impossible to have all of
the children arrive at the same time.” Such
an arrival period is also “common prac-
tice at other Jardins d’Enfants, daycares
and schools,” she maintains.

The school’s operating hours have been
in contention with the government since
October 2013. This resulted in the school
discontinuing a 90-minute “à la carte” af-
ternoon program in the church basement.

The timing of the government’s inter-
vention in this respect came on the heels
of the city’s amendment of its zoning by-
law September 3, 2013. This allowed for a
pre-school use to be added to those for St.
Matthias’ (see September 10, 2013, p. 1).

In January 2014, an “à la carte” program

called “FunZone” started up in the church
basement under separate ownership from
Miss Vicky’s and with a new rental agree-
ment with the church.

While no mention of this was made in
the government notice to parents, Naday
said in a background letter to parents dated
February 11 that FunZone had also re-
ceived a closure notice for March 11.

“At the same time,” she wrote, “I wish to
thank you for the outpouring of support
and reassure you that I am confident that
Miss Vicky’s will continue to offer a wide
range of programming in a nurturing en-
vironment for years to come.”

For the last month, an advisory team
has been working at the ministerial level to
find a solution, according to public rela-
tions consultant Jonathan Goldbloom. It
also includes lawyer Julius Grey.

Miss Vicky’s cont’d. from p. 3
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Next Council Meeting

Monday, March 7
Prochaine séance du conseil

le lundi 7 mars

HÔTEL DE VILLE
SPVM : vaste collecte de livres
Le Service de police de la Ville de Montréal (SPVM), en 
collaboration avec le projet Mes livres, mon refuge, in-
vite les citoyens à participer à une collecte de livres a� n 
d’o� rir de la lecture aux enfants qui séjournent dans 
les maisons d’hébergement pour personnes victimes 
de violence. Apportez vos livres au 21, rue Stanton au 
plus tard le 29 février. Info : westmount.org.

Taxes foncières : 1er versement le 26 février
Dates limite pour les versements des taxes foncières 
2016 : le 26 février et le 27 mai. Info : westmount.org. 

SPORTS ET LOISIRS
Inscriptions : activités printemps et été
À compter du 16 février en ligne ou en personne 
au CLW. Consultez votre répertoire des activités 
(disponible en ligne au westmount.org). RAPPEL 
IMPORTANT : avant de pouvoir activer votre compte 
électronique pour e� ectuer des inscriptions en 
ligne, vous devez présenter deux preuves de rési-
dence au bureau du CLW. Info : 514 989-5353. 

CLW : Café Mouton Noir
Le café du Centre des loisirs de Westmount est 
ouvert. Consultez le menu au westmount.org. 

BIBLIOTHÈQUE

Atelier de poésie avec Ann Lloyd 
Le mercredi 17 février, 10 h 15. Le Groupe de 
poésie de Westmount compose des poèmes à 
partir de thèmes proposés par les membres. 
Bienvenue à tous. Info : 514 989-5299.

Cercle de lecture Finnegans Wake de 
Joyce: The Boaters and Sifters of ALP 
Le mercredi 17 février, 19 h. Vous êtes invités à 
vous joindre au groupe de lecture a� n de plonger 
tête première dans une discussion passionnée sur 
l’œuvre magistrale de James Joyce, Finnegans Wake. 
Apportez votre copie du livre. Info : 514-989-5299.

Club de lecture en français
Le lundi 22 février, 13 h. Orhan Pamuk. 
Info : 514-989-5299.

Club de lecture en anglais
Le mardi 23 février à 19 h. The Heart is a Lonely 
Hunter de Carson McCullers. Info : 514-989-5299.

CITY HALL

SPVM: Giant book drive
The Montreal Police Department (SPVM), in partner-
ship with Mes livres, mon refuge, is asking for con-
tributions of books to be given to children staying in 
domestic violence shelters. Please bring the books 
to 21 Stanton Street on or before February 29. Info: 
westmount.org

Property tax - � rst intallment February 26
The tax installment deadlines for 2016 are February 
26 and May 27. Info: westmount.org. 

SPORTS & RECREATION
Registration: spring & summer activities
From February 16 online or in person at the WRC. 
Consult your activity guide (also available online at 
westmount.org). IMPORTANT: before being able 
to activate your account for online registration, you 
must present two proofs of residence at the WRC 
o�  ce. Info: 514 989-5353. 

WRC: Café Mouton Noir 
The Westmount Recreation Centre’s café is now 
open. Consult the menu at westmount.org. 

LIBRARY

Poetry Workshop with Ann Lloyd 
Wednesday, February 17, 10:15 a.m. The 
Westmount Poetry Group meets to compose 
poetry together working with themes proposed 
by members. All welcome. Info: 514 989-5299.

Reading group for Joyce’s Finnegans 
Wake: The Boaters and Sifters of ALP 
Wednesday, February 17, 7 p.m. Join the circle 
skimming the surface or sifting through the layers 
of Joyce’s Finnegans Wake. Bring an open mind 
and a copy of the book. Info: 514-989-5299.

Film Club 
Friday, February 19, 2 p.m. Su� ragette. 
Info: 514-989-5299.

French Book Club 
Monday, February 22, 1 p.m. Orhan Pamuk. 
Info: 514-989-5299.

English Book Club 
Tuesday, February 23, 7 p.m. Carson McCullers’ 
The Heart is a Lonely Hunter. Info: 514-989-5299.

Teen Tour Theatre: The Secret Life of Girls
Sunday, February 28, 1:30 p.m., Victoria Hall. A 
play by Linda Daugherty, directed by Aviva Wolman-
Wener. In this honest and un� inching dramatization 
of young teen-girl angst, a window is opened into the 
tumultuous and destructive world of girls’ bullying. 
For ages 10 to 17. Info: 514-989-5229. 

March Break Movies
Monday, February 29 and Tuesday, March 1, 2 p.m., 
Westmount Room. Please sign up at the Children’s 
desk. In English. Free. Info: 514 989-5229.
Children’s Spring Session : registration 
From Wednesday, March 9. Please register at the 
Children’s Desk. Info: 514 989-5229.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Gallery at Victoria Hall - Exhibition
February 4 to 27. Works by Catherine Benny, 
Shahrzad Gha� ari et Homeira Mortazavi. Mon-Fri 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sat & Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Come 
meet the artists and the gallery curator Victoria 
LeBlanc on Tuesday, February 23 at 7 p.m.
Info: 514-989-5521.

Healthy City lecture series: Caring for 
yourself and your loved ones at home
Thursday, February 25, 7 p.m., Library. Join us for 
the � rst of the spring series. With Joan Foster, B.N. 
Info: 514 989-5284. 

PUBLIC SECURITY

Pay-by-Plate demonstration period
Westmounters are invited to try out the new pay-by-
plate parking stations now on demonstration at City 
Hall and the WRC. Info: westmount.org.

Do you have your 2016 dog license?
Westmount Public Safety o�  cers are currently veri-
fying dog runs and park areas for 2016 Westmount 
dog permits. Westmount dog owners are obliged to 
purchase a dog permit annually. Non-residents that 
wish to use the City’s dog runs must also obtain a 
Westmount permit. Please ensure your licenses have 
been renewed to avoid being issued a $76 ticket.

Ciné-club
Le vendredi 19 février, 14 h. Su� ragette. 
Info : 514-989-5299.

Teen Tour Theatre : « The Secret Life of Girls »
Le dimanche 28 février,13 h 30, Victoria Hall. Une 
pièce de Linda Daugherty avec mise en scène par 
Aviva Wolman-Wener. Un aperçu honnête de la vie des 
adolescentes et du monde de l’intimidation 
juvénile. 10 à 17 ans. Info : 514 989-5229. 

Films pour la semaine de relâche
Le lundi 29 février et le mardi 1er mars, 14 h, Salle 
Westmount. Veuillez vous inscrire au comptoir des 
enfants. En anglais. Gratuit. Info : 514 989-5229.

Inscriptions : activités printemps et été 
À compter du mercredi 9 mars. Veuillez vous 
inscrire au comptoir des enfants. Info : 514-989-5299.

ÉVÉNEMENTS COMMUNAUTAIRES

Galerie du Victoria Hall : exposition
Du 4 au 27 février. Œuvres de Catherine Benny, 
Shahrzad Gha� ari et Homeira Mortazavi. Lundi au 
vendredi, 10 h à 21 h ; samedi et dimanche 10 h à 
17 h. Venez rencontrer les artistes et la conservatrice 
de la galerie, Victoria LeBlanc, le mardi 23 février à 
19 h. Info : 514 989-5521.

Série conférences Ville en santé: Les soins à 
domicile pour ses proches et pour soi-même
Le jeudi 25 février, 19 h, Bibliothèque. Conférencière 
invitée : Joan Foster, in� rmière. Info : 514 989-5284. 

SÉCURITÉ PUBLIQUE
Paiement par plaque : période 
de démonstration
Les résidents de Westmount sont invités à faire l’essai 
des nouveaux parcomètres paiement par plaque 
présentement en démonstration à l’Hôtel de Ville et 
au CLW. Info : westmount.org. 

Avez-vous votre permis pour chien 2016 ?
Les agents de la Sécurité publique de Westmount 
véri� ent présentement les permis de garde pour 
chiens dans les parcs canins. Les résidents de 
Westmount doivent se procurer leur 
permis annuellement, ainsi que les 
non-résidents qui veulent utiliser les 
parcs canins. Évitez une contravention 
de 76 $ en vous procurant votre 
permis 2016.

514 989-5200  www.westmount.org  assistance@westmount.orginscrivez-vous | sign up:  ewestmount@westmount.org
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GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST

See all our
properties at

jillprevost.com

$425,000 | MLS 19907963
LOCATION! 2 bdrm co-prop steps
from Greene Avenue with garage!

388 OLIVIER #10

VICTORIA VILLAGE

$449,000 | MLS 25561280
Renovated 2 bdrm co-prop. w/balcony &
PARKING! Steps to Super hospital! VALUE!

86 SOMERVILLE

WESTMOUNT

HAMPSTEAD

DUFFERIN

$585,000 | MLS 26221871
Sunny 3 bdrm semi on HUGE corner lot on cul-
de-sac w/garage, cent. air & tons of POTENTIAL! 

$799,000 | MLS 15790490
Fabulous 1,650 sq.ft. condo in
a gorgeous gated community!

5375 NDG AVENUE #209

DOWNTOWN

$899,000 | MLS 14809238
WOW! Furnished 2 bdrm/2 bath corner

unit w/garage & panoramic Southern views!

1210 DE MAISONNEUVE 17E

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

$579,100 | MLS 16842315
LOCATION! Lower 2,300 s.f. 3+1 bdrm condo
w/bachelor, a/c, fp & steps to metro/village!

5401 BRODEUR

MONKLAND VILLAGE

SOLD

$369,000 | MLS 13113996
Luxurious 1 bdrm loft with balcony, central air, locker
& tons of upgrades in Gilette Lofts! OPPORTUNITY!

STE. ALEXANDRE

QUARTIER INTERNATIONALE

$1,495/month | MLS 23002840
Renovated 2 bedroom ground floor
unit steps from Greene Avenue!

OLIVIER

WESTMOUNT

The ultimate in luxury awaits… This perfect pad for entertaining has stunning mountain
views and every bell & whistle you could want. A must see! $1,175,000

2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE #903

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Get the scoop before everyone else!

Jill Prevost, Real Estate Broker

jillprevost

@westmountagent

Jill Prevost

FEATURED WESTMOUNT PROPERTY

         


