
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
We are WestmountWeekly. Vol. 10 No. 2b February �, 201�

Early public consultation to
apply to all large projects
By Laureen Sweeney

City council February 1 announced a
new policy to provide information to citi-
zens on all large-scale development proj-
ects and at an early stage in the approval
process. It would apply to any project
whose total interior space provides for
some 10,000 square feet or more.

“What we need is an iron-clad policy re-
garding public consultation on major proj-
ects,” Mayor Peter Trent stated at the start
of the council meeting.

This would likely take the form of an ini-
tial public meeting that would enable de-

velopers to present their plans to citizens
and city representatives, he explained.

The new “principle” reverses the city’s
long-held view that making such informa-
tion available was not legally permitted
unless required by law when a project re-
quired a zoning change or a demolition
hearing. These typically occur at a well-
advanced stage in the approval process.

The same new policy of informing citi-
zens of projects under review at an early
stage is to be built into the city’s proposed
by-law governing non-conforming proj-
ects called “Specific Construction, Alter-
ation or Occupancy of an Immovable”
(SCAOPI/PPCMOI).

At the same time, Trent said the city
would be reviewing its
Planning Program in light continued on p. 13

5080 St-Ambroise, Montreal
Free parking | St-Henri metro
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Come and discover the McAuslan visiting Centre
Learn about the history of the brewery, how our beers are brewed,
bottling process and much more!

Register online now! mcauslan.com
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Time to review condo
development: Trent
By Laureen Sweeney

It is time to “come to grips” with the
proliferation of condos that is changing
the face of Westmount, Mayor Peter Trent
told the city council meeting February 1.

The addition of so many dwelling units
in buildings five storeys and over attracts
smaller-sized households, which “flies in
the face” of the city’s attempts to attract
families to the community.

Trent cited census figures indicating that
in 1951 there were 6,260 occupied private
dwellings (houses and apartments) in the
city with an average of four persons per
dwelling. By 2011, with the construction of
high-rise apartments and condos, the
number had risen to 8,637 units despite a
decrease in population. These were occu-
pied by 2.2 persons. 

This means taking an-
other look at the city’s continued on p. 11

Contactivity launches carnival

Left, Betty Shannon of Westmount, and Patty
and Christopher Clark visiting from the
Magdalen Islands flanking Contactivity Centre
director Mary Stark mingle during the centre’s
carnival luncheon on February 4. See p. 12. 

Don’t Miss It
“Norma Shearer: From Grosvenor Ave.
to Sunset Boulevard,” Thurs., Feb. 18.
See “Comin’ Up,” p. 12.

Photo: Martin C. Barry
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TMR | 359 KINDERSLEY
ASKING $3,995,000

WESTMOUNT ADJACENT | 3058 TRAFALGAR
ASKING $3,650,000

ROCHELLE
CANTOR
REAL ESTATE BROKER

514.605.6755
rcantor@sothebysrealty.ca

Real Estate Agency Independently owned & operated

WESTMOUNT | 18 SEVERN
$2,550,000 MLS 20087306

WESTMOUNT |515 ROSLYN
$3,295,000 MLS 24910660

WESTMOUNT | 499 ELM
ASKING $1,649,000

WESTMOUNT | 497 ELM
ASKING $3,249,000

WESTMOUNT | 379 ELM
ASKING $1,565,000

WESTMOUNT | 427 MOUNT-STEPHEN
$1,240,000 MLS 28946884

GOLDEN SQUAREMILE | 6 CHELSEA PLACE
$1,750,000 MLS 12283598

NDG | 4161 BEACONSFIELD
$995,000 MLS 15513349

CÔTE ST-LUC |7537 CH. BAILY
$545,000 MLS 18931357

WESTMOUNT | 2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE #1202
$995,000 MLS 14593746

WESTMOUNT ADJ | 3940 COTE DES NEIGES A42
$959,000 MLS 17287985

WESTMOUNT ADJ | 3577 ATWATER #318
$280,000 MLS 20101068

SQUARE VICTORIA | 445 VIGER #1108
$1,350,000 MLS 12704530

HUDSON | 168 RUE EVERGREEN
$695,000 MLS 22043675

AHUNTSIC | 7110-7110A BOUL. GOUIN O.
$1,395,000 MLS 21718138

SHEFFORD | 233 RUE DU GRAND-ROYAL E.
$1,195,000 MLS 21555010

HUDSON | 93 RUE D’OXFORD
$3,495,000 MLS 11102016

2 FLOOR CONDO

BARKMERE | 48 CH. DUNCAN E.
$998,998 MLS 11573445

INTRODUCING

VIEWS OF BOTH BROMONT & SUTTON

RECENTLY PURCHASED

THE GLENEAGLESRENOVATED CORNER UNIT ATTACHED INTERGENERATIONAL APARTMENT

RECENTLY PURCHASED RECENTLY PURCHASED RECENTLY PURCHASED

CONDITIONAL OFFER INTRODUCING

WESTMOUNT | 111 IRVINE
$790,000 MLS 11618391

INTRODUCING

78,854 SQFT OF LAND

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
my wonderful clients and dedicated

collaborating brokers for making 2015
a wonderfully successful year!

EXCLUSIVE
LISTINGS

IN WESTMOUNT
FOR VARIOUS CONDO
& HOME OFFERINGS
CONTACT ME DIRECTLY

C          
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Miss Vicky’s pre-school fights Quebec ruling over drop-off time
By Laureen Sweeney

Miss Vicky’s pre-school, located in St.
Matthias’ Church, is in a dispute with the
Quebec government over a drop-off pe-
riod in the morning, the Independent
learned last week. 

“She’s going to stay open,” public rela-
tions consultant Jonathan Goldbloom said
last week. “We have an issue with the gov-
ernment and are optimistic we’ll find a so-
lution and that common sense will pre-
vail.”

At issue, he explained, is a ruling against
the pre-school on Church Hill by the
provincial Families ministry over the pe-
riod between 8:30 and 9 am. This is when
parents drop off their kids with some re-
maining with them afterward.

The school of some 80 children, age five
years and under, operates as a “Jardin d’En-
fants,” which allows it four hours of oper-
ation from 9 am to 1 pm, he said.

Goldbloom, along with lawyer Julius
Grey, is part of an advisory team that is
helping the school approach the Quebec
government to find a solution. He briefed
a meeting of parents on the issue at the
end of January.

A “hiccup” in the talks with the govern-
ment, he said, materialized recently with
the cabinet shuffle in which a new Fami-
lies minister, Sébastien Proulx, took over
January 28 from Francine Charbonneau,
who had been looking into Miss Vicky’s is-
sue.

An internal letter from St. Matthias’
Church to some committee members

dated January 22 stated that the ministry
had found after investigation that Miss
Vicky’s did not conform to regulations and
would have to discontinue services. It was
contesting the ruling.

“I think we’re all in a holding pattern,”
church rector Patrick Wheeler said last
week. The school “provides an important
service to the community, and it’s our hope
at St. Matthias’ that [it] continues to do so
for a long time.”

Many of its students live in Westmount.
The school also provides important rev-

enue to the church, one of the reasons the
city adopted a rezoning measure more
than two years ago to include a pre-school
in a list of the building’s permitted uses.

This allowed the school to obtain an oc-
cupancy permit though it had already been
located at the church for some 20 years
(see story May 14, 2013, p. 7).

While the morning session takes place
in the church’s parish hall off Church Hill,
a separate afternoon program is offered
in the large room on the lower floor off
Côte St. Antoine.

Your local property expert with the global network. 
Competence, exclusivity, and passion. 

With an emphasis on personal service that is unparalleled,  an incomparable local market 
knowledge, and a truly global reach, your property will be sold in no time. The right 
buyers are out there. Let me personally bring them to you.

Stacy Bouchard-Burns 
Real Estate Broker and Advisor
stacy.bouchard-burns@evcanada.com
1359-1 Av. Greene, Westmount, QC, H3Z 2A5
www.stacybouchard-burns.evcanada.com
Phone +1-514-918-5301

For story, please see paper archive.



4 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February �, ����

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
1379 Greene Ave | Westmount

514-285-8525

         

Katrina
Montgomery
514 220-0505

374 Ave Olivier, Westmount Steps from Greene Ave.,
an oasis right in the heart of Westmount. Con tem po rary 4
bedroom home with double car heated garage.

647 Rue Main, Hudson Magnificent Century-old
stone mansion in Hudson nestled on 3+ private acres
of landscaped lawns w/private stream and Lake views.  

283 Rue Winters, Baie d’Urfé Spectacularly reno -
vated, extremely well thought out large family home, 5
bdrms, 4 bath, beautifully landscaped, in-ground pool.

(Sold @ 97%)

         

By Laureen Sweeney

Councillor Patrick Martin, commis-
sioner of Public Works, took issue at the
council meeting February 1 over a tax let-
ter from Mayor Peter Trent to taxpayers
January 28. The letter stated that capital
works projects did not suffer from under-
funding but from a problem of “through-
put” or a low completion rate by Public
Works.

Reading from a column he had written
for the February 2 Independent, Martin
claimed the city was “over taxing” and
building up multi-million dollar surpluses
while underspending on infrastructure
that would take many years to make up.

After listening to Martin throughout his
lengthy reading, Trent held up a copy of
his tax letter saying: “He obviously didn’t
read the second page!” which referred to
surpluses.

The concept used by the city to fund
capital works projects through pay-as-you-
go meant that what isn’t spent in one year
goes into surplus, Trent explained. “My
whole point was: what’s the point of in-
creasing the budget if it isn’t going to be
spent?”

“If a budget is not used, who didn’t use
it and why?” asked Richard Lock of Lans-
downe.

“Every department is supposed to use its
budget,” Trent replied, adding a budget
was a target, however, and he didn’t have a
problem if capital works spending ex-
ceeded it. He pointed out that because the
city of Montreal, for example, goes out to
borrow for capital works projects it doesn’t
incur a surplus from a consistently low
rate of completion.

Martin then answered Lock saying there
were many reasons why a capital works
budget may not be spent, such as weather
delays and unforeseen circumstances.

Roadwork faced late spring

Roadwork, for example, which had spent
some $1.7 million (59 percent) of a $2.9-
million budget in 2015 faced a late spring.
As well, Martin said a major reconstruc-
tion project (Prince Albert) was further de-
layed by the workers’ health and safety
board (CSST) saying so many workers
from different utilities could not work at
the same time as had been scheduled. It is
expected to be completed
in 2016.

Trent, Martin disagree over

continued on p. 5
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SUBARU-MONTREAL.com
514-737-1880
4900 Pare Street, Montreal
north of the Jean-Talon/Victoria intersection,
east of Decarie NAMUR

Regain the
enthusiasm for
winter that you
used to have, with
Subaru’s standard
all-wheel drive.

2016
FORESTER

Purchase price from

$27,785
Freight and preparation included,taxes extra

         
Councillor Patrick Martin, left, and Mayor Peter Trent, right, disagree over Trent’s tax letter.

John Fretz of the Westmount Municipal
Association asked Trent for related figures,

which were subsequently sent to him.

capital works budgetting
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By Laureen Sweeney

It could have been mistaken for a scene
from a video game or outer space as
drones raced through and around an ob-
stacle course in the gym at Centre Greene
January 19.

Piloting them from the sidelines were
eight members of an organization called
FPV Montreal, appropriately named for
the “first person
view” their goggles
provide as if they
were in the pilot’s
seat.

The Centre Greene
event was a regular
meeting and racing
practice for the
group, explained FPV
founder and director
Matthew Zoern. Two
of those present –
Gabriel Kocher and
Ryan Walker – are
considered the best drone pilots in North
America, he said.

Most of the drones operated by the
group have been assembled by their own-

ers or assisted by colleagues. “For the most
part, they’re made from scratch,” Zoern
said. “We order the parts, many from
China.”

These include electrical components
and computer software whose assembly
require intricate calculations to ensure,
among other things for example, that the
motors don’t draw more power than the
batteries can provide.

In the midst of the
Centre Greene event,
one of the drones
suddenly became
snarled in an un-
planned obstacle – a
basketball net. It
hung there trapped to
general laughter.

Some of the group
hope to be chosen to
compete in an inter-
national competition
in Dubai this spring,
Zoern said. 

Selection is based on videos they were
required to submit though no date is yet
known.

Despite some drone groups in school,
FPV Montreal is the only organization of
its kind in the Montreal area, he said. It has
a membership of some 300.

And when Zoern isn’t flying drones at
the meetings, he works as executive pro-
ducer for Nvizzio Creations video games.

From left are: David Whiddon and Matthew Zoern along with Ryan Walker and Gabriel Kocher, who
captured second and first place respectively in an Ontario competition the following weekend.

This drone was one of the many “flying robots”
racing into the gym January 19.

Drones whiz around Centre Greene’s gym



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February �, ���� – 7

In Councillor Patrick Martin’s column
regarding my tax letter (“Westmount’s in-
frastructure challenge,” February 9, p. 7),
he starts off by saying he is “not as im-
pressed as the mayor is with this year’s
18-percent increase in capital projects, es-
pecially as it includes $1 million (almost
half the increase) for new parking meters.”

First of all, the pedant in me has to cor-
rect the latter assertion: the parking meters
do not represent anything near one-half of
the budget increase. Last year’s budget had
already $650,000 booked for this project.
So parking meters represent only 16 per-
cent of the increase.

Now on to my main point. Councillor
Martin, in common with all of council,
wants more infrastructure investment, and
an 18-percent increase is not enough for
him. What he has not understood is that
the increase is 39 percent. Let me explain.

Councillor Martin, who is our commis-
sioner of Public Works, confuses “capital
projects” with infrastructure investment.
The latter is a subset of the former; they
are not equivalent. “Capital projects” in-
clude all sorts of odds and sods unrelated
to pure infrastructure. They include vehi-
cles, computers, software, radios, and, yes,
parking meters. If you are worried that
you are not spending enough on your
house’s infrastructure compared to last
year, you don’t include in your calculations
the purchase of a car, cell phone or com-
puter.

Let’s compare

So let’s do what he didn’t: let’s strip out
all the non-infrastructure items and then

compare the true infrastructure spending
increase budgeted for 2016:

I think you’ll agree a 39-percent increase
is a long way from 18 percent; enough,
one hopes, even to impress Councillor
Martin. But all one had to do was read my
tax letter to get examples of the kinds of in-
creases I am showing above.

To achieve the $4.9-million roads budget
this year will require a Herculean effort, as
we only actually accomplished $1.7 mil-
lion of roadwork in 2015. And that leads
me to another point. Councillor Martin
complains of Public Works’ “insufficient
capital spending allowances” and “chronic
underfunding” when his department, in
each of the last four years, has not even
spent the money they were given!

He blames this poor performance on
“year after year…hiring freezes.” While we
always monitored headcounts, there has
never been a hiring freeze. On the con-
trary, a number of commissioners have
successfully persuaded council to increase
their staffing.

Then Councillor Martin informs us that
any delay in completing a capital project by
the end of the year does not contribute to
the surplus. He, once again, is wrong. If he
can find an experienced municipal ac-
countant to agree with him, I’ll write an ab-
ject letter of apology. Because of pay-as-
you-go, we fund these projects as part of
the operating budget. If we don’t spend all
we budgeted for in a given year, the differ-
ence goes directly to surplus. That’s how
$1.7 million of the 2014 surplus was cre-
ated.

This brings me to another common

question. Why did we not “give back” the
massive 2014 surplus through a tax rebate?
Well, we are doing that, but not in a lump
sum. Had we done so, we would then have
had to apply our decision described in my
2015 tax letter – written before we were
made aware of this surplus – of charging
a 2.5-percent “premium” on the tax bill to
fund a sustained boost in infrastructure in-
vestment. But that’s not all; with not
enough accumulated surplus to pay off
our $36-million debt as it comes due over
the next four years, we would have had to
charge the difference to taxpayers anyway.

Council has no desire to force West-
mount taxpayers to climb on a fiscal
merry-go-round; a ride during which they
get off at the same place they got on. All
members of council agreed with this strat-
egy last December.

Incidentally, council also had, some time
ago, agreed with my October 2013 state-
ment: “The WRC project took much time
and energy and now the accent needs to be
placed on maintenance and infrastruc-
ture.”

One final thing. It is my practice to give
drafts of my general mailings to all mem-
bers of council (and our professional staff)
for comments and corrections before send-
ing. This way, my letters tend to reflect
council’s views, not just my own. On Jan-
uary 11, I handed a draft of my 2016 tax let-
ter to every councillor. Seven out of eight
were okay with it. Eleven days later – after
my letter was translated and being printed
– Councillor Martin informed me he dis-
agreed with some of its statements. Sigh.
A politician’s lot is not a happy one.

This is unfortunate. Financial matters
are complicated enough without needless
public friction concerning verifiable facts. It
only serves to confuse rather than to en-
lighten.

Peter Trent is mayor of the city of
Westmount.

Infrastructure work: Our problem is output, not funding

Mayor’s Column

Peter Trent

48"
$498

         

1. Carpet Cleaning Since 1929.
Hand washing of hand made and
machine made carpets. Insect
removal, stain removal, odor
removal, dusting and disinfectant
services are available.
2. Repairs and Restoration –
Specialized carpet repair and
restoration services since 1929.
Services include fringe replace -
ment, weaving, binding and cutting.
3. Pick-up & Delivery – We pick up
and deliver your carpets right to
your door.

514-271-7750
6681 Av. Du Parc

Mon to Sat 9am - 4pm
www.raymondandheller.com

         

EVERYTHING ON SALE ‘SALE’ 
Up to 50% Off Quality Footwear 

  3 Days Only !       Come Early! 

  Feb. 11, 12 & 13   10 am – 6 pm
 368 Victoria Ave.

(Westmount)   
514-564-3668  

         

2015 Budget 2016 Budget Increase

Roads �,8��,3�� 4,���,��� 7�%
Hydro Wst. �,�5�,��� �,34�,��� ��%
Water/sewers �,83�,3�� �,3��,��� 3�%
Buildings �,�37,4�� ��3,��� -4%
Parks ��3,4�� �,��4,5�� 48%

Total 8,404,400 11,683,100 39%
infrastructure
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Letters to the Editor

Clarifying SCAOPI by-law
I wish to respond to the letter by Ken

London (“More exploration needed on
Prince Albert project,” January 26, p. 4)
and clarify the issues he raises.

The first concerns the demolition by-
law and the second, the nature of projects
subject to approval by way of referendum.

If a developer were to apply for a demo-
lition permit, it would be reviewed under
the demolition by-law, and the draft
SCAOPI By-law 1489 would not wave this
obligation. The by-laws concerned under
the SCAOPI by-law deal with construc-
tion, subdivision and zoning. Any legal
procedure imposed by another by-law
would remain, therefore a demolition hear-
ing would still take place. It should be
noted however that there is no referen-
dum in the demolition process but there is
the possibility of having one with the new
SCAOPI process.

The second point that requires clarifica-
tion is which projects would be consid-
ered eligible to a referendum. As I have
mentioned at council, it is not the SCAOPI
by-law nor council that determines which
projects are subject to approval by way of
referendum. The legislative powers are

found under the Provincial Land Planning
Act, which guides our actions and deter-
mines from the outset of the process
which projects are subject to a referen-
dum. Residents will know from the start if
a project will be subject to a referendum
process.

In closing, I wish to reiterate that the
SCAOPI by-law is a planning tool that will
provide council and the administration
with strict evaluation criteria and a clear
process, as well as providing residents with
a true opportunity to intervene and im-
prove any redevelopment projects in their
immediate neighbourhood. 

We have listened to residents’ request
for earlier input in the process, and I will
be tabling the revised draft by-law incor-
porating an additional notification step for
residents at the March council meeting.

Councillor Theodora Samiotis

Bicycle paths need more
than painted lines

The Canadian government took an ac-
tive part in the success of the Paris agree-
ment on climate change last December. It
even supported 1.5-degrees C as being the
upper limit of average temperature

We are Westmount.
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Who owns the trees?
Public safety officers stopped pruners

from cutting down a few “smaller” trees
alongside public stairs leading to Sunny-
side January 28, Public Security officials
said. A call from police about trees being
cut on Aberdeen north of The Boulevard
was found to relate to the back of a prop-
erty on Sunnyside. While the resident con-
tended the trees were located on her prop-
erty, the work was stopped until Urban
Planning inspectors could check them out.

Dogs found with
licence tags

A verification of dog tags at the runs in
Westmount Park and King George (Mur-
ray) Park found six without the required li-
cences between January 28 and February 1,
Public Security officials said. Owners were
given 14 days to obtain valid permits. All
but one were identified as Westmount res-
idents.

change. Science reports that we have al-
ready reached a 1.0-degree C change. No
need here to list the consequences of un-
bridled temperature rise. Unsustainable
transportation is a major contributor to
climate change.

Everyone has the right to infrastructure
that allows him/her to live a sustainable
lifestyle. Essential to that right is an inte-
grated network of protected bicycle paths.
Every citizen should be within close prox-
imity to such a network.

Westmount city council must lead on
this important issue. It needs to endorse,
construct and maintain such a network.
More importantly, it needs to promote the
network use as being the preferred means
of urban transport. The continual abroga-
tion of our urban spaces to unsustainable
motor vehicles must be reversed. And it
must be a protected bicycle path network,
not painted lines.

We Westmounters are in the middle of
the stream causing climate change. At the
most basic level, we need infrastructure
that allows responsible citizens to move
out of that stream. A significant part of
the younger generation understands. They
no longer define themselves by a car. I be-
lieve they consider urban cycling as being
pedestrian, that is propelled by one’s feet,
not only within their own neighbourhood
but across the city.

Westmount must support them and
Canada’s commitment to save the Earth’s
climate.

Roger Jochym, Lewis Ave.

Pricey to swim
I am delighted with my recent tax bill –

as much as anyone can be happy with
taxes. 

But, I would like to question the cost of

swimming in the pool this summer. It was
$25 last year. Will it really cost $40 this
year? I am referring to the increase in cost
of the Sports and Recreation pass. This is
a huge increase for seniors! Perhaps we
will have a cool summer this year... 

Beverley Hutchison, Kitchener Ave.

Infrastructure
underfunded

Anyone reading Councillor Patrick Mar-
tin’s column in last week’s Independent
(February 2, p. 7) would have come to the
conclusion that our elected representatives
have not been candid about the amount of
deterioration of our infrastructure that has
occurred over the years. The situation at
Westmount Hydro is especially worri-
some. Mayor Peter Trent has been our
leader for many of the years in which this
current sad state of affairs had been al-
lowed to develop. The buck always stops at
the most senior person, the mayor. The
state of our infrastructure is woeful. Just
drive along our major thoroughfares to get
a taste. It gets worse when you drive on the
smaller streets. 

Try Sunnyside for example; you would
also note that the one section recently
resurfaced is already deteriorating. The ex-
pression “penny saved, pound-foolish”
would certainly apply to the staffing of our
grossly undermanned Public Works de-
partment. I can give you a horror story
about the work at the corner of Sunnyside
and Belvedere. Interestingly enough, the
magnitude of the deterioration became ev-
ident following the massive budgeting er-
ror of last year with the resulting jackpot
for our city at the expense of the citizens.
Maybe it is time for an ABT campaign for
our next election.

John Zbarsky, Belvedere Rd.

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:

office@westmountindependent.com.
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The Study hears from Assassin’s
Creed programmer Laidacker

Seen in the photo January 20, from left: The Study students Joyce Choi, Sarah Petrecca, speaker
Aleissia Laidacker, and students Katerina Petropoulos, Sonia Jacob and So!a Charmand.

By Martin C. Barry

The Study’s second speaker during the
school’s ongoing 100th anniversary was
Aleissia Laidacker, January 20, from com-
puter software maker Ubisoft. With 15
years experience in programming,
Laidacker joined the company as a pro-
grammer nine years ago, and some of her
credits include work on video game series
Assassin’s Creed. 

Laidacker is currently the lead gameplay
programmer at Ubisoft Montreal. Al-
though she is not an alumna of The Study,
she was invited to speak since the school
emphasizes the technological education
of girls. 

A show of hands during her talk re-
vealed a large number of girls at the school
do programming and enjoy computer
gaming. 
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Man intercepted overnight by
Public Security changes story

By Laureen Sweeney

Special overnight surveillance in the Vic-
toria village by Public Security after several
break-ins in the commercial area resulted
in a man being intercepted twice February
1 while “acting suspiciously.”

He was ?rst spotted at 1:17 am at the
northeast corner of Claremont and
Somerville as he leaned into a parked car.
When intercepted, he claimed to be clean-
ing o= mud. He produced keys to the car
and said he had stopped to see a friend
who turned out to be asleep.

The “suspect” claimed to be leaving
right away because he had a @ight to catch
at 5 am.

Unconvinced, the patroller went around
the block then parked, lights o=, to watch
the man’s next move.

The car went north on Claremont and
stopped at Sherbrooke. It then reversed
toward Winchester and backed into the
lane running behind the backs of busi-
nesses on Sherbrooke. The car was then
parked in the private lot belonging to Salon

Sophie. The patroller followed the car into
the lane, parked and intercepted the driver
a second time as he walked out onto Clare-
mont.

Questioned for having been on private
property, the man claimed to be meeting a
friend. At this point, a passing police patrol
stopped on Claremont to assist the public
safety o>cer and identify the man. A St.
Henri resident, he was ticketed $149 for be-
ing on private property.

“The o>cer found the man’s actions to
be very suspicious as well as his changing
stories,” said Public Security director Greg
McBain. He said the man’s location near
the scene of two of the recent break-ins
contributed to the concerns.

Two of the break-ins involved the smash-
ing of a display window just east of Salon
Sophie where one incident was captured
on videotape along with a description of
the suspect. 

While he did not resemble the St. Henri
resident, the latter could have been work-
ing with the “friend” he was supposed to
meet, McBain suggested.

Planning Program, Trent said, to deter-
mine whether the impact of “the condo
craze is a good thing” and its e=ect on
many aspects including density. “I’m not
anti-condo,” Trent said. “I’m just saying
maybe we should take a look at it.”

Two condo developments were com-
pleted recently at 215 Redfern and 175 Met-

calfe while two more are known to be pro-
posed.

One, on the Metro and parking lot site at
Sherbrooke and Victoria, is slated for 80
units. Another, just announced, is pro-
jected for the property of 4898 de Maison-
neuve at Prince Albert to extend over an-
other large parking lot.

Condos cont’d. from p. 1



12 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February �, ����

Part 1 of the Independent’s series on summer camps 

Long-time Westmount camper, counsellor looks back –
and forward on summer camp

By Joanne Penhale

Do your research, sign them up – and
then let go. This is some of the advice to
parents about sending their kids to sum-
mer camp from Centre Greene day camp
counsellor and activity coordinator Alex
Aiken, 29. Aiken has worked at various
summer camps since his late teens, he
said, and before that, regularly attended
the city of Westmount’s summer camps
from the age of six to 13.

What are your best childhood memories of
Westmount’s summer day camps?

Playing sports with my counsellors, and
the spirit of healthy competition. My coun-
sellors taught competition but also sports-
manship.

What’s a common challenge you’ve
experienced working at summer camps over
the years?

You always encounter challenges
amongst children. When you bring so
many kids together who don’t necessarily
know each other, you’re bound to have in-
consistencies between them.

As a counsellor, how
do you deal with these
challenges?

I try to break down
cliques. I tend to inte-
grate myself into a
clique in a friendly
way, assert myself and
then transition the
group’s attention to
other kids, like by in-
troducing them to
new kids. That breaks
down the initial re-
sistance kids might
have to letting other
kids into their social
group.

What should parents
take into consideration
when choosing camps
for their kids?

Look at the environ-
ment your kids will
spend time in, and the
variety of activities – and be sure they suit
your child.

If your child has certain personal needs,
like help integrating, it’s beneficial to have

a smaller environ-
ment and a lower ratio
of campers to coun-
sellors. Some camps
are more like a zoo,
without much super-
vision, and that can be
hard for kids.

What can parents do
to make sure their kids
have a positive camp
experience?

One of the most im-
portant things is mak-
ing a clean break
when camp starts. We
often see parents who
have trouble letting go
of their kid’s hand. It’s
difficult for the child
to let go of the com-
fort of a mother’s
hand, but if the
mother, or the father,
is more encouraging

and says, “You’re going to have a good
time. I’ll see you later!” that tends to make
kids more comfortable.

Also, ongoing communication is really
key. Make sure your child has enough

snacks, make sure they have a fork if they
need one. Pay attention to these details.
And engage with the counsellor – ask if
their child is having any difficulties.

How can camps ensure their counsellors are
competent?

The most important thing is to have a
competent coordinator. Whoever is in
charge needs the relevant qualifications,
like a degree in childhood development.
There’s a tendency to hire younger coun-
sellors like high school graduates and
CEGEP students. These counsellors often
bring energy and enthusiasm rather than
experience, and that’s not necessarily a
good thing. Maturity is an important con-
sideration.

How have you noticed summer day camps
have changed over the years?

Westmount’s camps used to be divided
into sports-focused camps and arts and
crafts camps, and these are all integrated
into one camp now. On the other hand,
there are also a lot of one-note camps out
there, like astronaut camp.

Overall, I find there’s a lot more empha-
sis in individual development in children,
and camps are less likely to be thought of
as babysitting service.

Centre Greene’s Alex Aiken, 29, on January 22.

Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps Camps

Comin’ Up
Monday, February 15

“The McGill Commitment: Supporting
our Students as They Grow in Leadership
Roles,” with speaker Suzanne Fortier, prin-
cipal and vice chancellor of McGill, 12:30
pm at the Unitarian Church, 5305 de
Maisonneuve Blvd. Fee for non-members
$10. No reservations required. Info:
514.932.4005.

Thursday, February 18

Westmount Historical Association’s
“Norma Shearer: From Grosvenor Avenue
to Sunset Boulevard,” with speaker: Ok-
sana Dykyj,” from from 7 to 9 pm at the
Westmount Public Library. Cost: $5 for

non-members at the door. Info: www.west-
mounthistorical.org or 514.989.5510.

Wednesday, February 10

The Atwater Library’s AWE project fea-
tures “In Others’ Words/Dans les mots
des autres,” 7 pm with author and transla-
tor David Homel and translator Marianne
Champagne, who discuss the role of trans-
lation in general and in the Quebec con-
text.

Writer Mary Soderstrom leads the At-
water Library Book Club from 7:30 pm and
9:00 pm in a discussion of All the Light We
Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. 

Contactivity Centre holds 
Seniors’ carnival luncheon
By Martin C. Barry

There was a good turn-out of members
of the Contactivity Centre for their annual
Seniors’ Carnival Luncheon on February 4.

Traditionally, the luncheon has always
been the first event at the annual West-
mount Winter Carnival, which took place
last weekend.

Among those helping to serve the bar-
becue chicken lunch followed by dessert
were Westmount city councillor Rosalind
Davis, as well as staff from the Westmount
recreation centre.

With Valentine’s Day not far off, the
room was decorated with hearts, and peo-
ple whose birthdays are in February were

treated to a special piece of cake topped
with a candle.

Two particularly special guests at the
luncheon travelled far to be there. Chris
and Patty Clark, from Quebec’s Magdalen
Islands, come to Westmount once a year
for several weeks to housesit a friend’s res-
idence.

Following the luncheon, the Clarks con-
tacted the Independent by e-mail.

“We are so happy that the Contactivity
family (staff, volunteers, members) have
welcomed us so graciously into their fold,”
they said. “We didn’t expect such small
town hospitality in the big city. A truly bril-
liant ray of sunshine.”

See photo, p. 1.
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SPECIALIST IN
FOUNDATION
REPLACEMENT
& REPAIR Rbq Lic: 5598-4017-01

GENTILE CONSTRUCTION & RENO
PROJECT MANAGEMENT &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

20 years experience servicing
NDG, Mtl-West & Hampstead

514.820.6704

         

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount for over 60 years

Specialized in renovations
for older homes

Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

514-481-0125 5800 St. Jacques W.
Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

We all need electricity!

         

Project notification, consultation discussed at meeting

of the “condo craze” (see separate story, p.
1). At least two large condo projects are
known to be awaiting adoption of the PPC-
MOI by-law.

While residents over the years have re-
quested early access to plans of all new
building projects, including homes and
additions that might negatively impact
them, Trent later told the Independent that
could follow in the future.

Quebec’s law on public consultation is
evolving through upcoming Bill 47 to per-
mit more extensive and active public con-
sultation, he said. “Our lawyer feels we
can make immediate changes to our prac-
tice, even if the law has yet to be adopted.
We can add steps that are ‘inspired’ by the
upcoming law. 

“That said, it seems we cannot ‘com-
municate’ an architect’s plans with-
out his/her approval – at least at this
stage in the process. But the plans
can be consulted at a public meet-
ing.” 

The key principle the city wants to
establish by way of a council resolu-
tion, he added, “is establishing a
mandatory public consultation early
so that plans can be consulted for
any major project regardless of
whether or not a zoning change or
demolition is necessary.”

He said council’s decision at this
time to provide “earlier” information
and generate public participation has
arisen from requests related to the
PPCMOI by-law.

Earlier PPCMOI info

Councillor Theodora Samiotis out-
lined how citizens would be in-
formed about such non-conforming
projects.

Once plans had undergone a prelimi-
nary review by the city’s Planning Advisory
Committee, she said, they would be posted
on the city website for a minimum of 30
days, during which citizens could provide
feedback.

This notification would inform citizens
the city had received a PPCMOI develop-
ment application. It would include reasons
and documentation on what the project
would look like and what was being sought
in terms of a zoning amendment. 

After this period, the council would de-
cide whether to approve the project. If it
moved forward, it would follow the regular
schedule laid down by the provincial gov-
ernment for a PPCMOI project leading to
a possible referendum. This procedure in-
cludes a public consultation meeting fol-
lowed by a hearing if demolition were to be
required.

The “early” notification is consistent
with the city’s new direction to “clarify”
the permit process, Samiotis said. It also is
designed to reduce “a lot of stress in peo-
ple” and increase dialogue.

“The city will still do our best to urge the
developers to meet with citizens as early as
possible in the process,” Samiotis told the
Independent. In accordance with provin-
cial regulations, however, this would not be
written into the PPCMOI by-law as citi-
zens have requested, she added.

The modified PPCMOI by-law is ex-
pected to be presented for approval at the
March 7 council meeting.

Jeremy Cooperstock of Grosvenor was
among several residents during question
period who thanked the council for pro-
viding a way for citizens to obtain “ear-
lier” information. He asked whether resi-
dents could receive changes to the

PPCMOI by-law “well in advance” of its
adoption. Samiotis said council members
would be further discussing them at a gen-
eral committee meeting February 15, after
which they would be posted on the city
website.

Irma Alvarez of York St. said the
changes were welcome and going “in the
right direction.”

cont’d. from p. 1

Jeremy Cooperstock asks for draft copy.

Councillor Theodora Samiotis outlines changes to
PPCMOI by-laws.

25 years of experience.
Able to meet all of your Construction

and Renovation needs.
Call us to book your Brick, Concrete,
Bathroom and Basement projects.
kbconstructiongroup@yahoo.ca

www.kbgroupeconstruction.com
Contact us @ 514.359.5328

RBQ# 8361-4172-01

          

All types of roofs
and brickwork

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.
Serving NDG for 50 years

         

Man spaced out,
blares music from car

Public safety officers were called to Park
Place at 11:19 pm February 1 for loud mu-
sic from a car. Public Security officials said
they found a man asleep behind the wheel
of the parked vehicle, a plastic bag of white
power in his hands. When they tried with-
out success to waken him, police were
called. The engine was turned off, and the
man was arrested for being in control of a
motor vehicle while under the influence of
narcotics. Three bags of marijuana were
found in the car along with one possibly
containing cocaine.
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WOOD
RESTORATION

ON-SITE SERVICE
•Touch-ups and Repairs
•Polishing and Staining
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
•Woodwork

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

         

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

� �� �� � �� �

ESTATE & MOVING SALES
Vente de succession et déménagement

514 236-4159
info@rondably.com | www.rondably.com

RONDA BLY
B.COM.,M.ED.,CPPA

         

The lead source of the information derived
for this column comes from the deeds of sale,
including the naming of owners’ professions or
livelihoods.

The recent discussion over the former
Mount Stephen Club in downtown Mont-
real brings up the question of how the el-
egant mansion got its name, and what is
the connection with Westmount’s Mount
Stephen Ave., created from the sprawling
estate of William Murray.

As it turns out, the name of Mount
Stephen was applied to George Stephen,
the first (and only) Baron Mount Stephen,
who was president of the Bank of Montreal
and one of the founders of the Canadian
Pacific Railway (CPR). He was a native of
Scotland, who immigrated to Canada (and

Montreal) along with various members of
his family, including first cousins William
Stephen and Donald Smith. The latter,
who co-founded the CPR along with other
business ventures while hopping back and
forth between England and Canada, was
named Baron Strathcona and Mount Royal
in 1897. A year later, George Stephen re-
tired from CPR and moved back to Eng-
land, thrilled with the fact that CPR had
named a mountain in the Rockies after
him. As the first Canadian to be offered a
peerage, he adopted the name of Lord
Mount Stephen.

Westmount, of course, owes its name
to William Murray who built his lovely
“West Mount” mansion just above Côte
St. Antoine Rd. in the 1850s. Another
prominent Scottish businessman, he
founded the Beaver Steamship Lines in
1867 but passed away in 1874; by 1903 the
family sold off most of the hillside below
Côte St. Antoine – reaching to Sherbrooke
St., which was then in place – to Charles
W. Spencer, divisional superintendent of

the CPR, for a cool $424,313 or 25 cents per
square foot. It may have been Spencer’s in-
fluence that convinced Westmount to re-
name Athol St. (Athol means “pleasant
place” in Scotland, according to the website
of Athol, Massachusetts) as Mount
Stephen Ave. and to run another north-
south street parallel to that with Strath-
cona’s name attached.

Already the city had subdivided the land
for development, but apparently the Mur-
ray estate was holding out for the oppor-
tune moment to sell. Spencer sought help
from two other businessmen, W. Herbert
Evans, a coal merchant, and Andrew F.
Gault, known as the “cotton king” of
Canada. They set about planning the ac-
tual development of houses, as well as a
new street named Springfield Ave., and
sold off 6,000 square feet of land to Charles
J. Brown, a real estate agent who built two
semi-detached houses on Mount Stephen,
with the option to build a third house at-
tached to them at the corner of Spring-
field. Brown paid 48 cents per square foot
for the land, built the houses and sold
them off in 1906 to John L. Eaves and
Charles W. Davies, then used the money
earned to build the third

History by
the house

Andy Dodge, CRA

419 Mount Stephen Ave.: Named for a lord

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS

Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into
ready cash. International buyer wants to pur-
chase your antiques, paintings, china, crystal,
gold, silverware, jewellery, rare books, sports,
movies, postcards, coins, stamps, records. 514-
501-9072.

For Sale

QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers Associa-
tion) can place your classified ad into 21 weekly
papers throughout Quebec – papers just like the
one you are reading right now! One phone call

does it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 514-697-6330.
Visit: www.qcna.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397. – MAKE MONEY &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill – cut lum-
ber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. Free
info & DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT.
1-800-566-6899 ext:400OT.

REFORESTATION NURSERY SEEDLINGS of hardy
trees, shrubs, & berries for shelterbelts or land-
scaping. Spruce & Pine from $0.99/tree. Free
shipping. Replacement guarantee. 1-866-873-
3846 or www.treetime.ca.

Health
CANADA BENEFIT GROUP – Do you or someone
you know suffer from a disability? Get up to
$40,000 from the Canadian Government. Toll-free
1-888-511-2250 or www.canadabenefit.ca/free-
assessment.

Vacation/Travel
SEE POLAR BEARS, Walrus and Whales on our
Arctic Explorer Voyage next summer. SAVE 15%
with our winter sale for a limited time. CALL
TOLL-FREE: 1-800-363-7566 or visit: www.adven-
turecanada.com. (TICO#04001400).

History of 419 Mount Stephen Ave.
(since construction)

Date Buyer Price
31-Jul-1�0� Charles W. Davies, $8,000

manufacturer
17-Feb-1�1� Edith Mabel Davis, $8,000

wife of A. Huntly Duff
21-Feb-1�1� Leon M. Gouin, $12,250

advocate
10-Oct-1�44 André Montpetit $8,000
20-Apr-1�72 Brian S. Sharp, $32,000

investment broker
representative

2�-Oct-1�73 James D. Baillie, $43,500
executive

4-Jan-1�74 estate Donald $�5,000
A. MacInnes

1�-Oct-1�80 Robert Grosso & $150,200
Simon Pierre Marcil

1-May-1�81 L. R. O’Hagan $150,200
& Wanda Bonar

3-Jul-1�85 John Zabriskie $200,000
& Adelaide Werner

�-Feb-1�8� Victoria Connelly, $435,000
social worker

7-Jan-2003 Lorraine Briscoe $�70,000
2�-Jul-2010 Alain Royer & $��5,000

Michèle Bergevin
15-Sep-2011 E. R. de Boer & $1,070,000

M. de Boer-Lim
Wen-Sze

27-Feb-2014 H. Takhmizdjian $1,050,000
& Kathy Shakibnia.

419 Mount Stephen Ave., photographed January 29.

continued on p. 16
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Winter carnival party goes ‘all around the world’

By Ralph Thompson

Westmount’s 33rd winter carnival out-
door activities were moved to in and
around the Westmount recreation centre
(WRC) February 6 due weather conditions.
The change in venue didn’t seem to have
any effect on the popularity of the event. As
a few gentle snow flakes fell, excited chil-
dren roasted marshmallows over a blazing
cauldron, licked taffy, lined up for the
horse-drawn sleigh ride or tobogganed

down the slopes in Westmount Park. 
Inside the WRC, participants made cot-

ton and paper plate snowmen while mixed
hockey teams battled it out on the ice on
the Molson rink or took advantage of a full
day of free skating on the Desmarais rink. 

The new Mouton Noir Café was popular
for those who wanted to take a break. 

The sold-out “All Around the World
Party” held at Victoria Hall February 5 be-
tween 5:30 and 9:30 pm was hopping from
the moment the doors opened. The lively

rock music and energetic dancers from
“Rock the Red” Superior Sound attracted a
large crowd of dancing kids. 

A photo booth with a continental back-
drop and props got lots of attention in one
corner. In line with the around-the-world
theme, children were issued a carnival
“passport,” in which they had to inscribe
their name, nationality and date of birth. 

The evening’s activities were coordi-
nated by Caroline Proctor with Commu-
nity Events & Logistics and other other

city employees and volunteers. 
The meal was put together by a com-

mittee including Amy Creighton and
Donna Lach. It included Mexican taquitos,
salad, Greek and Chinese food. 

“Everything is biodegradable, com-
postable or recyclable” said Creighton. “We
try to provide a healthy, environmentally
friendly example for the kids.”

Dozens of kids danced to the sounds of Rock the Red Superior Sound.
Roasting marshmallows was as popular as ever, even though several marshmallows became inedible
charred coals.
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house.
Charles Davies, managing director of

the Williams Manufacturing Company,
which made typewriters and sewing ma-
chines, thus found that his small house be-
came a row-house with the number 419
Mount Stephen, for which he paid $8,000.
It appears from Lovell’s Directory that he
never moved in, instead renting to Alexan-
der Huntly Duff, KC, a well-known Mont-
real lawyer, who died in about 1917. His
widow, Edith Mabel Davis (Davies?) paid
Charles Davies the same $8,000 in Febru-
ary 1919, then turned around and sold the
property four days later to Leon Mercier
Gouin, another prominent lawyer who

eventually became a senator. His father
was Lomer Gouin, who was premier of
Quebec at that time; his grandfather was
Honoré Mercier, premier of Quebec from
1887 to 1891.

Gouin and his bride, Yvette Ollivier,
brought up their four children in the
house, where they stayed until 1944, when
they sold to another lawyer, André Mont-
petit, for $8,000. He and his wife,
Madeleine Prévost, brought up two chil-
dren in the house while he was climbing
through the ranks to become a Superior
Court judge, before selling to Brian S.
Sharp, an “investment broker representa-
tive,” in 1972, for $32,000. Sharp stayed
there only a year and a half before selling
to James Douglas Baillie for $43,500; a lit-

tle over two months later, it changed hands
again, this time to the estate of Donald
Alexander MacInness, whose participants
included his widow, Margaret Jane Leg-
gat, who lived there for six years.

Robert Grosso and Simon Pierre Marcil
were the next buyers. Each had a family,
and they lived in various parts of Montreal,
but they put out $150,200 to buy the house
in October 1980, then sold it the following
May for $219,000 to L. Richard O’Hagan,
who had been press secretary and advisor
to Lester B. Pearson and Pierre Trudeau
before joining the Bank of Montreal as
vice president for public affairs. After he
became a senior vice president of the bank,
he and his wife sold the row-house to John
Zabriskie, who started his career with
Merck, Frosst & Co. and its various itera-

tions, eventually (1993) becoming chair-
man and CEO of The Upjohn Co.

By then he had sold the house to Victo-
ria Connelly, a social worker and divorced
wife of Westmount lawyer Robert John-
ston; 14 years later she sold to Lorraine
Briscoe, a chartered public accountant who
eventually became the finance officer for
Marianopolis College. Other buyers in-
clude Evert Rinke de Boer and his wife,
Mathilda de Boer-Lim Wen-Sze, who were
married in Singapore and moved back
there once they sold to the current owners. 

Hovsep Takhmizdjian is vice president
of Multi-Chic, a fashion boutique in Laval,
and director of the Montreal chapter of
the Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief.
His wife, Kathy Shakibnia, is a senior
counsel at the Royal Bank of Canada.

AVIS D’ADOPTION
RÈGLEMENT 1496

AVIS PUBLIC est par les présentes donné que le règlement nº 1496 intitulé
« RÈGLEMENT VISANT À MODIFIER DE NOUVEAU LE RÈGLEMENT 1320 VISANT À CONSTITUER UN

COMITÉ CONSULTATIF D’URBANISME » a été adopté par le conseil municipal de la Ville de
Westmount, lors d’une séance ordinaire tenue à l’hôtel de ville le 1er février 2016.

Ce règlement a pour objet d’élargir le champ des pouvoirs conférés au conseil
local du patrimoine conformément à la Loi sur le patrimoine culturel et d’obliger le
conseil local du patrimoine à inclure les recommandations du ou des spécialistes
d’un domaine lié au patrimoine dans l’opinion qu’il soumet au conseil.

Ce règlement entre en vigueur conformément à la loi.

Toute personne peut consulter ce règlement sur le site Web de la Ville,
www.westmount.org, et en obtenir copie au bureau du greffe situé au 4333, rue
Sherbrooke Ouest à Westmount, du lundi au vendredi de 8 h 30 à 16 h 30.

DONNÉ à Westmount, ce 9 février 2016.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
BY-LAW 1496

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that By-law No. 1496 entitled “BY-LAW TO

FURTHER AMEND BY-LAW 1320 TO ESTABLISH A PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE” was
adopted by the Municipal Council of the City of Westmount at its regular sitting held
at City Hall on February 1st, 2016.

The object of this by-law is to broaden the scope of powers granted to the local
heritage council in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Act and to oblige the local
heritage council to include the recommendations of the specialist(s) in a field related
to heritage in its opinion to Council.

This by-law comes into force according to law.

Any person may consult said by-law on the City’s Website,
www.westmount.org, and obtain copies thereof at the Office of the City Clerk
located at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West in Westmount, from Monday to Friday, from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

GIVEN at Westmount, this 9th day of February 2016.

Martin St-Jean
Greffier/ City Clerk

www.westmount.org

          

AVIS D’ADOPTION
RÈGLEMENT 1492

AVIS PUBLIC est par les présentes donné que le règlement nº 1492 intitulé
« RÈGLEMENT VISANT À MODIFIER DE NOUVEAU LE RÈGLEMENT 1300 SUR LES PERMIS ET

CERTIFICATS » a été adopté par le conseil municipal de la Ville de Westmount, lors
d’une séance ordinaire tenue à l’hôtel de ville le 1er février 2016.

Ce règlement a pour objet de modifier le Règlement 1300 sur les permis et
certificats afin qu’il respecte le nouveau schéma d’aménagement et de
développement de l’agglomération de Montréal qui est entré en vigueur le 1er avril
2015.

Ce règlement entre en vigueur conformément à la loi.

Toute personne peut consulter ce règlement sur le site Web de la Ville,
www.westmount.org, et en obtenir copie au bureau du greffe situé au 4333, rue
Sherbrooke Ouest à Westmount, du lundi au vendredi de 8 h 30 à 16 h 30.

DONNÉ à Westmount, ce 9 février 2016.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
BY-LAW 1492

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that By-law No. 1492 entitled “BY-LAW TO

FURTHER AMEND PERMITS AND CERTIFICATES BY-LAW 1300” was adopted by the Municipal
Council of the City of Westmount at its regular sitting held at City Hall on February
1st, 2016.

The object of this by-law is to modify the Permits and Certificates By-law in
order to comply with the new Land Use Planning and Development Plan of the urban
agglomeration of Montréal that came into force on April 1st, 2015.

This by-law comes into force according to law.

Any person may consult said by-law on the City’s Website,
www.westmount.org, and obtain copies thereof at the Office of the City Clerk
located at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West in Westmount, from Monday to Friday, from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

GIVEN at Westmount, this 9th day of February 2016.

Martin St-Jean
Greffier/ City Clerk

www.westmount.org

          

House history cont’d. from p. 14
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Greek consul general at Shield of Athena event

Ogilvy’s handsome Tudor room with its
wood-paneled walls has always been an el-
egant space for events. On November 8,
Shield of Athena held its 21st annual art
auction and afternoon reception there un-
der the “High patronage of His Excellency
the Consul General of Greece Nicolas
Sigalas,” according to the invitation. 

The non-profit organization gathered
work by 32 local artists, including Norma
Akkelian, Bedros Aslanian, Jan Delikat,
Georgia Priniotakis, Thomas De Souza,
Pei Yang and Marek Zoltak. Works by
Canadian artists were also shown, includ-
ing that of Paul Soulikias and Katerina
Mertikas. Several silk screen prints by A.Y.
Jackson, founding member of the Group

of Seven, were also available for bidding. 
I loved the idea behind the raffle tickets!

Volunteer Polly Tsonis, who designs jew-
ellery in her spare time, created charming
pale green (jadeite), pale pink and black-
stone bracelets instead of boring paper
tickets. Guests purchased between one and
three bracelets, and not only had a chance
to win, but could keep the lovely memento
as wristwear. 

The scent of Schwartz’s smoked meat
greeted guests as they arrived. The chic
crowd was also tempted by the jumbo
shrimp and roast beef offered by Exanimo
and Verger Biologique Maniadakis, paired
with wines from Barefoot. Sweets were by

Pâtisserie St. Martin. 
The event honoured Vincent Guzzo of

Guzzo Theatres and
Global Montreal’s
Travis Todd, who con-
tributed in the pro-
duction of the “Never,
Ever” PSA about vio-
lence against women.
They were the recipi-
ents of this year’s
recognition award.
The production fea-
tures former hockey
players Chris Nilan
and Georges Laraque
and former Alouette
Bruno Heppell. 

Emcee was Er-
amelinda Boquer and
the auctioneer was
Garry Peterson of
Coach House Auc-

tions. 
Honoured guests included Westmount

resident Nina Maria Fite, the US consul
general in Montreal, as well as Christiane
Yoakim, municipal councillor, city of Laval.
They were welcomed by Melpa Kamateros,
executive director and one of the founding
members of the Shield of Athena. 

Also noted were Nadia Saputo, patron of
next year’s art auction; Marika
Coulourides, (whose father was consul
general of Greece in Montreal for over 20
years); Aline Papazian; Nick and Matina
Priftakis; Myrna Southam; artist John
Gouzopoulos and his wife Helen, with
their son Tim; and Shield powerhouse
president Chris Ann Nakis. 

Thanks to the hard-working committee,
$100,000 was raised to support victims of
family violence. Part of the funds will also
be used for the establishment of a second-
step shelter that will provide longer hous-
ing to women and their children who are

rebuilding their lives. Shield of Athena
services are offered in 17 languages.

Social Notes
from Westmount
and Beyond
Veronica Redgrave

Nicolas Sigalas and Melpa Kamateros.Vince Guzzo and Chris Ann Nakis.

• Luxurious renovated rental suites
• Breathtaking views • 3 appliances included
• Heating, hot water and a/c included
• 24 hour doorman • Valet parking
• Fitness & social room
• Walking distance to Greene & the new MUHC

Come experience Le 4300,
visit us now – (438) 968-2412
4300demaisonneuve.com

Westmount an address
of Prestige & Distinction.

         

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

         

LINDSAY
NAGLEY

Real Estate Broker

514.264.6857
Century 21 Vision Real Estate Agency

5517 Monkland Avenue
Montréal, Quebec H4A 1C8

         Travis Todd and Nadia Saputo.

Please send information on your
upcoming spring event to
redgrave@videotron.ca.



18 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February �, ����

4447 Ste. Catherine West
Westmount, Quebec • H3Z 1R5

(514) 931-0822
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca

Ruth Stalker Antiques
Buying and Selling Antiques since 1970

         

A 10-inch wrench was seen at the base of a lamppost on Lansdowne below The Boulevard the morning
of January 28. Both wrench and its host appeared worn. Photo: Ralph Thompson

Westmount Unexplained

Miss Scarlet, in the ballroom,
with the wrench?

Jack, no longer alone, injured

I originally asked Gerdy’s Rescue for an-
other photograph of young Jack. I didn’t
want to present this picture of him coming
out of veterinary hospital after his leg am-
putation because it upset me. But, if I had
seen him when he was found abandoned
and badly injured from being hit by a car,
I would certainly have been even more up-
set. 

So, we must remember that this photo-
graph is a witness to the second part of
Jack’s young life, after being rescued and
diligently cared for by veterinarians for
Gerdy’s Rescue. I am most pleased to re-
port that he is now in foster care and doing
very well, trotting around on his three legs,
enjoying life.

Jack is a delightful and affectionate one-

year-old orange and white tabby with warm
amber eyes. He has received all his inocu-
lations, is neutered and is in excellent
health, minus a back leg. He is just the per-
fect family cat. Hopefully you will consider
making him yours to give him all the love
a caring family can offer.

Jet, 11 years old

Jet is a handsome grey and white tabby,
with fascinating green eyes. A stocky fel-
low, Jet is affectionate and playful. This
cat is presently is in foster care for Gerdy’s
Rescue, as he was left by his owners. 

In spite of changing circumstances, he
remains quite friendly and very outgoing. 

Jet is very healthy for an 11-year-old, is up
to date with his vaccinations and is
neutered.  

Jet was declawed on all four paws before
he came for adoption, which makes him
an indoor-only fellow. 

If you would like more information on
Jack or Jet, please contact Gerdy’s Rescue
on her pager at 514.203.9180 or email
info@gerdysrescue.org. There is also in-
formation on the dedicated group of vol-
unteers at the rescue on their website
www.gerdysrescue.org.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Amputee Jack, senior Jet

Out-of-towner rescued
from middle of 
St. Catherine St.

A woman found lying in the middle of
St. Catherine near Gladstone at 2:26 am
February 1 by public safety officers was re-
ported intoxicated, agitated and unable to
walk. Urgences Santé was called and took
the woman to hospital. She stated she had
been in Montreal from out of town for
only two hours.

Dog heard barking
from inside home

A dog owner on Columbia was sent a
ticket for $77 after Public Security received
a complaint about a barking dog January
29 at 10 pm. Department officials said re-
sponding officers found a large dog at a
second-storey window that could be heard
barking from the street. Attempts to reach
the resident proved unsuccessful, but the
ticket was issued since similar complaints
had been received recently.
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514 953-9808 
marie@mariesicotte.com

MARIE SICOTTE
Real Estate Broker mariesicotte.com

GROUPE SUTTON
CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
Real Estate Agency
www.suttonquebec.comWelcome to the right address

One of a kind ground floor 2187SF condo, two floors, 3 bdr+ outsider private garden+ garage (1). MLS: 26595446. Magnificent 3066SF PENTHOUSE, 3 bdr + 3 bath, (2) garage, loggia + 1300 SF private terrace. MLS: 1193273

MONT-TREMBLANT
Nansenhus $1,195,000
Magnificent fully renovated 5 Bedroom townhouse
with spectacular views of Lac Tremblant. Ski in &
Ski out. MLS 19120117

WESTMOUNT
428 Metcalfe $1,189,000
Magnificent and elegant Greystone residence on
the flat with lovely backyard, amazing terrasse,
parking +++. MLS 15871958

WESTMOUNT
48 Ch. De Lavigne $2,850,000
Stunning, renovated and detached 4 bdr, 2 car
garage with views… A great alternative to a
condo!!! MLS 26295467

DOWNTOWN
Port Royal $2,449,000
One of the largest units on one floor 3581 Sf, is
available at Port Royal with amazing views, 2 car
garage. MLS 21538079

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
4054 Highland $1,965,000
Not to be missed!! Fully renovated with contempor -
ary feel, 4 Bdr large lot. MLS 14308397

WESTMOUNT
4155 Maisonneuve O $1,349,000
Welcome to the flats! Georgian style property in
mint condition! MLS 19486370

MOUNT ROYAL
240 Ch. Bates #311 $348,000
Fabulous innovative loft style condo corner unit
with views. MLS 13684694

OLD MONTREAL
455 Rue St-Pierre, Apt 370 $449,000
Located in historical and magnificent Caverhill
building is this fully renovated 933 sf loft style
condo w/ garage. MLS 21417745

VILLE-MARIE
The gleneagles $639,000
Designer ready! beautiful & stunning 1205 SF New
York Style Condo with views & garage.

WESTMOUNT
48 Holton $2,295,000
Spectacular ENGLISH style TOWNHOUSE in most
sought after Westmount LOCATION! 4+1 bdr, 2 car
garage, large deck. MLS 19422527

WESTMOUNT
627 Clarke Ave, Exclusive $3,395,000
Contemporary with stunning views on fabulous
street!

SO
LD

SO
LD

MONT-TREMBLANT AREA
257 Crystal Falls $1,995,000
Exceptional domaine bordering the Rouge River, 15
min from Tremblant. MLS 21652782

NEW PROJECT / MT TREMBLANT AREA
Starting at $209,000

Contemporary lofts in wooded area, 7 KM from Tremblant. Private trails, access to Rouge River.

NEW PROJECT / WESTMOUNT: “LE 215 REDFERN”

EXCLUSIVE

MT-TREMBLANT
159 Ch. de l’Ermite $2,395,000
Beautiful property (5 bdr) walking distance to the
Mountain with beach Access. MLS: 17395499

NE
W
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514-488-1049 • 514-933-6781

TANIA KALECHEFF
Selling fine homes in Westmount and adjacent areas

ST HENRI LOFT
Charming pied-a-terre at Imperial Lofts. Extremely
bright , excellent layout,12 ft. Ceiling. Open views
toward mountain and courtyard.
MLS 26749485 $219,000

ACTION (Westmount)

EXQUISITE WESTMOUNT ADJ. CONDO
Beautifully designed condo in one of Montreal’s finest
buildings. Absolutely move-in, spacious 1 bedroom,
1.5 baths. Sunny Western exposure. Deluxe open
concept kitchen. Ideal pied-a-terre or single buyer.

$518,000

REFINEMENT AT THE CHATEAU
Elegantly renovated downtown apartment in an iconic
Montreal landmark. A spacious 1980 sq.ft. 3 bdrms,
3 baths, garage. Central air. $1,245,000

AFFORDABLE PENTHOUSE 
Convenient CDN/ Queen Mary location! Sunny
w/views, 2 bedrooms, 2 renovated baths, garage,
Indoor pool. Estate sale. 1353 sf. Immediate
occupancy. MLS 24259880 $418,000

• Personalized guidance from listing to closing
• Proven track record with 20+ years of experience
• Thorough analysis to determine the right asking price
• Honest advice and assistance in preparing your home for sale
• Home staging and professional photography

www.kalecheff.com

• Regular feedback to keep you informed
• Advertising in local and Montreal newspapers
• REMAX-QUEBEC.COM: the most viewed real estate
site in Quebec

• International presence via www.remax.com
• Peace of mind with Tranquilli-T insurance,
exclusive to REMAX

JUST LISTED

LUXURIOUS VILLE MARIE PENTHOUSE 
Wall to wall city & water views. Contemporary design,
3 bedrooms,3.5 baths. 2 garage. 3,500 sq.ft. Rooftop
pool and terrace. Convenient and quiet location.
MLS 9546960 $2,500,000

459 MOUNT PLEASANT, WESTMOUNT
Splendid turnkey townhouse with original details,
state of the art renovation, beautiful eat-in kitchen,
3+1 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, A/C. Amazing basement.
MLS 25339046 $1,695,000

1225 Greene Avenue, Westmount

Open House Sun. 2-4 PM

T          


