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By Laureen Sweeney

While the latest crime samplings for
Westmount released by local police sta-
tion 12 for August, September and October
are described as low, the total number of
traffic tickets issued by police within the
city’s borders dropped by almost 39 per-
cent. 

“Obviously the numbers are telling,”
said Commander Mathieu Bastien. “But

we have to look at more than that. The
more we work on safety issues there are
less places presenting the need for tickets.”

Nevertheless, he added, when there’s a
significant drop, “obviously you have a
problem. I’m pretty sure it’s not only due
to the conflict (over pension reform Bill 3)
but that’s part of it.”

The total number of all tickets for the
three-month period de-
creased to 370 this year

City dips into surplus to keep tax hike at 2% in budget
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Other station 12 news
Crime remains ‘low,’ police
issue 39% fewer traffic tickets

continued on p. 24

A scene of Victoria village December 10 at 4 pm. Photo: Ralph Thompson

By Laureen Sweeney

Westmount city council announced a
general 2-percent tax increase for 2015 at
its budget meeting December 15. The

budget outlines spending of $101 million
off-set by an injection from surplus to re-
duce it to $97 million

The city will apply some of the $3.8 mil-
lion infusion of accumulated surplus to
absorb the loss of $880,000 in the Quebec
government’s reduction in transfer pay-
ments and sales tax credits as well as to in-
crease capital works spending.

The tax hike, uniform across all cate-
gories of property, will translate into a tax

bill of $12,669 on the average single-fam-
ily dwelling evaluated at $1,404,256, said
Councillor Victor Drury in presenting the
budget. This includes an average $248 for
paying down the loan for the Westmount
recreation centre (WRC).

In approving the budget, the council
adopted tax rates per $100 of property val-
uation at: $0.9022 for residential properties
of five units or less, $0.9839 for apartment
buildings with six or more units, and

$3.5596 for non-residential properties.
These rates will be applied to the second

year phase-in of the three-year property
valuation roll.

Tax bills will be due in two installments,
due February 27 and May 29.

$12M for capital works

Also adopted was a three-year capital
works budget outlining
$12.2 million of work for
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Retail Watch by M. Barry p. 16
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This is our last issue of 2014. The content
and advertising teams are back in the office

Jan. 5, 2015 to work on our Jan. 13 issue.
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Commercial to residential a no-go

Council officially refuses
Westmount Square permit
By Laureen Sweeney

City council December 15 took the un-
usual step to adopt a resolution refusing a
permit. In this case it involves an applica-
tion by the Elad, owner of Westmount
Square, to convert its commercial tower
to residential.

“We don’t typically” do this, stated Coun-
cillor Theodora Samiotis in moving the
resolution, but given the importance of
Westmount Square, a 1* heritage complex,
the resolution was deemed necessary.

The resolution states that the council
was approving a recommendation of the
city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC)
to refuse the permit based on three rea-
sons.

These were: the effect that the proposed
transformation to residential would have
on the exterior and podium of a 1* build-
ing; “the loss of the main commercial
building in an ensemble that pioneered
mixed-use occupancies and that represents
the sole creation of [architect] Mies van

der Rohe of this type; and the impact of the
loss of a major office occupancy would
have on the council’s intent to maintain a
strong commercial office component in
the southeast sector.

Snow contractor
ticketted at 3:58 am

A ticket for $269 was issued to a private
snow clearing contractor for working at
3:58 am on Grosvenor December 6, Public
Security officials said. The tractor was spot-
ted by a patroller dumping snow onto the
street at Côte St. Antoine. Under the noise
by-law, snow clearing by private contrac-
tors is banned from 9 pm to 7 am. Coun-
cil decided last year, however, that once 10
cm of snow had fallen, the city would “tol-
erate” snow clearing between 5 am and 11
pm. That is, to shorten the prohibited pe-
riod overnight to between 11 pm to 5 am
(see story February 12, 2013, p. 1).



By Isaac Olson

Hospital officials are vowing to do every-
thing they can to dampen the noise ema-
nating from the mega-sized medical facil-
ity just west of the Westmount border in
NDG, even if it means modifying the air-
extraction chimneys that line the research
centre’s roof.

At the same time, the McGill University
Health Centre (MUHC) is continuing to
argue that, according to its acoustical ex-
pert’s sound studies, the noise around the
site is no worse than it was before the hos-
pital was constructed – countering the
claims of Westmount’s own acoustic ex-
pert and the dozens of residents who say

they are losing sleep and can no longer
peacefully enjoy their properties.

Some 50 people came to hear what hos-
pitals officials have done and say they will
do to combat the noise issue during a De-
cember 8 public meeting at Westmount’s
city hall. Groupe immobilier santé McGill
(GISM) president Denis Crevier said that
no matter how much they dampen the
sounds, there will always be some noise as
the hospital is a 24-hour medical facility
that will never sleep once it’s fully opera-
tional.

SNC-Lavalin’s Tony Diroberto pored
over a list of tests and actions that had
been taken. It included temporarily re-
ducing the ventilation system’s output by

50 percent at night – an action several res-
idents said did nothing to help the prob-
lem. Some residents said the noise had
actually worsened in recent weeks and offi-
cials said noise tests included incremen-
tally bringing the system up to full blast in
order to identify what was causing specific
sounds.

And, Crevier said that, looking ahead,

the system will need to be fired up to its
full, standard operation by mid-December
in order to accurately calibrate it for April’s
planned opening. This news brought
groans from the audience.

Westmount’s Urban Planning director,
Joanne Poirier, said the city found the
noise to be at least nine
decibels over the limit set
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Merry Christmas! Happy Holidays!
Wishing my clients, friends, and family a

Healthy, Happy & Prosperous 2015!

A          

Hospital officials deny noise violations while vowing
to dampen ventilation din, meeting hears

Westmounter John Dorey, a retired engineer, talks to hospital officials about a sound-dampening
technology used to muffle jet engines during a public meeting in city hall December 8.

continued on p. 24
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Deegan appointed director general

Lapointe heads Sports &
Rec, new divisions led by
Stacey, Maislin
By Laureen Sweeney

With the appointment December 15 of
Mike Deegan as the city’s new director
general, city council proceeded to approve
a restructuring of the Sports and Recre-
ation department into two divisions: Fa-
cilities and Operations. Dave Lapointe was
appointed to head the department, replac-
ing Deegan.

Bruce Stacey, who becomes Facilities
manager and second-in-command of the
department, was also appointed to the
management position at the council meet-
ing. Andrew Maislin becomes Operations
manager in the new structure.

The two new divisions reflect the growth
of the department’s programs and re-
quirements of the new Westmount recre-
ation centre (WRC), Deegan told the Inde-
pendent.

“I’m passing the torch to a great team,”
he said. “I left with a heavy heart. We built
this team together.”

Deegan on his appointment as assistant
director general last August had been
named by the council to succeed director
general Duncan Campbell on his retire-
ment January 9 (see story August 12, p. 1).
In a 26-year career with the city, he had
been its site coordinator for the West-
mount recreation centre project as well as
director of Sports and Recreation for more
than 14 years.

“As a team, it’s going to be a very, very
strong group,” he said of the Sports and
Recreation staff. “Dave is loyal, dedicated
and extremely detail-oriented. Bruce is cus-
tomer friendly, charismatic, calm and re-
assuring, and Andrew is energetic, deter-
mined and has an unbelievable work
ethic.”

Under the new structure, positions held
by the most recent hires – sports coordi-
nators Michelle Dodds and Matthew Law-
ton – are being made permanent. This
rounds out the team providing a diversity
of skill sets, he explained, and “bridging
the generation gap.” 

‘Like family’

Deegan, 51, hired both Lapointe and
Stacey fresh out of university in 1992, he
recalled. “For me, they’re like family.”

Maislin, 31, he added, came through the
city’s sports program as a Westmount res-
ident and joined the department as sports
coordinator in 2007. He was previously a
Zamboni driver. “He’s like a son in a sense,
a young boy in the department,” Deegan
said. “We’re all so proud of him.”

Lapointe, 46, has been interim director.
He previously held positions of assistant
director, sports administrator and sports
coordinator. A resident of La Prairie, he is
a graduate of Concordia majoring in recre-

ation administration. He also attended
Dawson College.

Stacey, 49, has been the city’s fundrais-
ing “ambassador” for the WRC. He was
named coordinator of the $6-million cap-
ital campaign in 2011 after working as
sports coordinator. He is a graduate of
McGill majoring in physical education and
served as an instructor and leader in vari-
ous positions in the university’s athletics
and phys. ed. departments as an under-
graduate.

Awaiting their appointments at the city council meeting December 15 are, from left: Dave Lapointe,
Mike Deegan and Bruce Stacey.

OPPORTUNITY
WESTMOUNT: Trendy Greene Avenue commercial building with

parking. OWN your own 2-storey retail/professional space
+ 2014 renovated Flat. $1,950,000.

LE PLATEAU: Estate Sale, Building with established Restaurant
& Revenue, + 3 residential units all vacant for new owners.

Now $949,000.
for details please contact me.

joycefaughnan@remax.net – 514-865-9766
Chartered Real Estate Broker RE/MAX action Inc. Westmount

         

School bus backs into
lamp post

The base of a city lamp post was cracked
December 5 when hit by a school bus, Pub-
lic Security officials said. The bus was re-
versing at Lansdowne Ridge and Upper
Belmont around 1:25 pm when the mishap
occurred.
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Pedestrian, cyclist safety questioned 

Trial assessed, Greene traffic
lights reset

By Laureen Sweeney

Flashing red lights at Greene and de
Maisonneuve were restored to their nor-
mal mode December 15, after a month-
long trial of “all-way” stops.

The experiment had been requested by
the city’s Transportation Advisory Com-
mittee (TAC) to determine how the inter-
section functions without as many cyclists
at this time of year and without the use of
pedestrian lights (see November 18, p. 3).

“The decision to terminate the test pe-
riod for the winter was made following a
series of observations,” explained Coun-
cillor Patrick Martin, Public Works com-
missioner and a representative on the
TAC.

Public Works director Marianne Zalzal,
who chairs the TAC, told the Independent
she had proposed that the lights be re-
stored with the end of this phase of the
trial but that the trial be resumed after the
winter for comparison when there would
be more cyclists.

Jonathan Auger, the city’s traffic techni-
cian, had been assessing the first part of
the trial at various times of the day and was
reporting his finding to the TAC, she said.

Restoring the lights is expected to be
welcomed by at least three “regulars” at the
intersection who told the Independent that
cars were either sliding through the flash-
ing red lights or not stopping long enough
to allow time for pedestrians or cyclists to
cross.

“This type of traffic light constitutes a
major hazard,” said Edith Katz, a resident
of Olivier Ave. “With early darkness and
slippery conditions from now to March,
the situation is perilous for everyone, in-
cluding those driving a car.” She said the
street lighting was also dim, which didn’t
help.

Wesley McCoy, executive director of
Centre Greene, also has similar concerns
as both a pedestrian and cyclist. His ob-
servations from the trial were that many
cars just slipped through the flashing red
lights.

“Just standing at the intersection you
can see the cars going through the red. I
can see it would be problematic for people
who take longer to cross. I don’t think a lot
of drivers realize they have to come to a full
stop. There needs to be an awareness cam-
paign.”

“The flashing reds are very confusing
and dangerous,” said Glenn Neven, vice

president of the Greene Avenue Merchants
Association and managing director of
Birkenstock Naturino shoes. “People don’t
seem to know what to do. It would be
much worse in the summer with all the cy-
clists.”

He said he had already conveyed his con-
cerns to Councillor Theodora Samiotis,
who said she would “bring his input” to
the council.

“I’m surprised, because during the con-
struction last year when we had stop signs
at the intersection they seemed to work
well,” she explained. “It’s why we’re trying
it again.” She said it could be that a lot of
people don’t know how to function at a
four-way crossing.

She also said that dim street lighting
compounded the problem. 

“Anyone else who has concerns can call
me,” she said.

On the subject of street lighting of
Greene, she acknowledged it was dim, es-
pecially at this “darkest time of year. Per-
haps there needs to be a review of it.”

By Laureen Sweeney

While Westmount has decided to use
surplus to cover its $880,000 in losses from
Quebec’s cuts to municipalities, Mayor Pe-
ter Trent says he stands somewhere in be-
tween both sides of what has become a
well-publicized municipal fight.

The Union of Quebec Municipalities
(UMQ) has come out on the side of Laval
and Longueuil, which have increased taxes
to cover their losses rather than using their
surpluses, a method that raised the ire of
Municipal Affairs minister Pierre Moreau.
Moreau then threatened to pull some of
their funding or surpluses to make up for
the tax hikes.

On the other hand, Montreal mayor De-
nis Coderre has distanced himself from
the issue, playing a role of peacemaker.

“I’m in between Coderre and the UMQ,
which is ‘hopping mad,’” Trent says.

“I can understand why Laval and
Longueuil are annoyed,” he explains. On
the other hand, he says he has known
Moreau “for years, and I feel he had a tem-
porary lapse and I hope he starts working
with us.”

While municipalities are controlled by
the provincial government, it’s the may-
ors and councils who prepare their budg-
ets and are elected to do so, Trent points
out.

Laval and Longueuil are reported to have
introduced tax increases in excess of 3 per-
cent.

When the province announced the
“downloading” of $300 million in transfer
payments November 5 and reduced tax
credits, it stated this would translate on
average to 1.2 percent of a municipality’s
operating budget. Municipalities, however,
were advised to trim their costs to absorb
the losses (see story November 18, p. 1).

Trent between
Coderre, UMQ
on Moreau’s

‘threat’

Manhole uncovered
The cover of a manhole was found to

have been dislodged at Argyle and Côte St.
Antoine December 6, Public Security offi-
cials said. A patroller came across the dan-
gerous situation at 3:40 am and found the
cover some 12 feet away. Officers managed
to put the heavy item back in place. It was
thought to have been accidentally dis-
lodged by snow cleaning equipment.
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No one stops
Someone is going to get killed because

cars no longer stop at stop signs in West-
mount. 

From the vantage point of a window seat
in Café Crème, I watched 30 or 40 vehicles
roll through the intersection of Victoria
and Somerville, travelling south. If one or
two came to an actual stop it was only be-
cause another vehicle was already in the in-
tersection or there was a pedestrian actu-
ally on the crosswalk. Most of the rest
made a feeble gesture of slowing down a
bit, though several didn’t even bother. 

This happens all day every day, largely
because drivers know the police monitor
that corner for stop sign infractions no
more than twice a year. And that’s just one
corner. 

It’s time Westmount’s Public Security
officers were empowered to ticket such
moving violations. All they need do is note
the licence plate number of violators and
the city can issue tickets by mail. Every-
body wins. The city raises revenue, the
safety of pedestrians is better protected,
the police can concentrate on more im-
portant tasks and drivers can (perhaps)
improve their skills. 

Matthew Cope, Somerville Ave.

Are you allowed to put
your snow on sidewalks?

Yes, winter and snow. Why do some peo-
ple and/or their contractors think the side
walks are theirs to dump snow? 

In regards to the photo (see below), if
you are less than agile in any way (senior,
handicapped), pushing a stroller or carry-
ing bags, you are out of luck. 

This part of the sidewalk was still
blocked the next morning. 

There should be a law. There probably
is.

Ted Sancton, NDG-Côte des Neiges

Community mailboxes safe
enough?

A problem with community mailboxes
already installed by Canada Post in some
urban areas has been break-ins that typi-
cally occur about the time that social in-
surance and other regularly mailed
cheques are issued. Canada Post needs to
improve the security of its community
mail boxes before attempting to eliminate
door-to-door mail delivery in this area.

John Dorey, Victoria Ave.

Letters to the Editor

We are Westmount.
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A mound of snow sits in the middle of the sidewalk on the east side of Victoria Ave. below The
Boulevard, looking south December 11. Photo courtesy of Ted Sancton

From left, top row: Michelle Dodds, Stephanie Klam, Emily Carson, Fiona Chai, Cheryl Cornforth and
Perry Lee Carrington; bottom row: Lisa Mohammed, Jasmin Uhthoff and Pascale Delhaye. Other team
members who were absent when the photo was taken were Sarah Dennis, Ingrid Kovitch and Tara
Norris. Photo courtesy of Pascale Delhaye 

Never too late to learn
Under the attentive care and coaching of

Westmount Sports and Recreation coordi-
nator Michelle Dodds and Perry Lee Car-
rington, every Monday at lunchtime a
group of local hockey moms meet at the
Westmount recreation centre for some
women’s instructional hockey.  

There is a never a dull moment as the
75-minute session is always filled with
tough drills, pointers and a quick scrim-

mage where the latest skills learned are
hopefully put into play.  

Besides the many, often dramatic, falls,
and missed shots, the women always enjoy
a great workout, a sense of pride and a
glimpse of progress.  

Most importantly, hockey is just plain
fun, and numerous laughs are shared by
all.  Hoping to see new victims, uh, par-
ticipants, in 2015.

Pascale Delhaye, Grove Park

continued on p. 7
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�Sunday December 14
Third Sunday of Advent
10:30 am Choral Eucharist
5:00 pm Lessons and Carols
to Honour the Christ Child
�Sunday December 21

Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:30 am Choral Eucharist

�Wednesday December 24
Christmas Eve

5:00 pm Children’s Pageant
10:00 pm Candlelight Choral

Eucharist
�Thursday December 25

Christmas Day
10:30 am Festive Choral Eucharist

St. Matthias’Anglican Church
131 Cote St.Antoine Rd.(corner Metcalfe)

514-933-4295
Priest-in-Charge: The Most Reverend

Bruce Stavert, Archbishop of Quebec (retired)
Music Director: John Wiens

Come
and Worship

      

Does the city really want
to hear from citizens?

In reporting on the inauguration of
Prince Albert square, the December 9 is-
sue of the Independent (p. 6) noted three
public consultations on the project with
the final one referred to as the “tweaking”
one. I can only recall two: the first in April
2013 at Victoria Hall and the recent “tweak-
ing” session at the Westmount recreation
centre (WRC).* 

Last year, the concept for the square was
presented as part of a wide-ranging dis-
cussion on the master plan for Victoria
village. Discussion topics included zon-
ing, potential new buildings, city taxes,
major landlords, parking and the lack of a
comprehensive plan for the village. 

The square was just one item and
prompted no discussion on its design. An-
alyzing a design takes more than a few
minutes. Participants arriving for the sec-
ond recent town hall at the WRC believed
that it was to be the forum for a serious
and substantive review of the design for
the square. However, as Rick said in
Casablanca “I was misinformed.” We all
were. It was a sham. 

When the first questioner, a local archi-
tect, got up to challenge the design, Coun-
cillor Cynthia Lulham, after a brief period,
suggested he stop and let other people
speak. The audience rather forcefully told
her they would like him to proceed. An-
other Westmount architect also spoke up
against the design. But we quickly discov-
ered that comments other than on bike
racks, benches or shrubbery were not
wanted nor appreciated. What a waste!

The city should label in advance all fu-
ture town halls two ways: either as serious
and substantive (i.e. we value your input)
or just “tweaking” (i.e. we have already
made up our mind so don’t bother show-
ing up.)

If the city truly desires a fully engaged
community it should develop a more ef-
fective, reliable and consistent consulta-
tion process.

Denis Biro, Burton Ave.
* Editor’s note: In fact, there were two

public consultations dealing with Prince
Albert square: October 3, 2012 (story

October 9, p. 3, 21) and April 8, 2013
(story April 16, p. 1); and the information

meeting June 26, 2014 at the Westmount
recreation centre (story July 8, p. 1).

Y the charges?
The new Westmount YMCA director

Cristina Romero seems to be more fo-
cused on the bottom line – charging new
fees and hitting up non-profit community
services to pay rent. 

The proposed rent of up to $112 an hour
looks expensive compared to an elite pri-
vate school paying $130 an hour for an
NHL-sized rink!

YMCA’s are not-profit oriented by de-
sign. They exist to meet unmet needs and
offer “access for all” according to their mis-
sion statement.

When “the books are reviewed,” as Ms.
Romero says, will she consider that money
is donated by Centraide, the city of West-
mount and privately, to allow the Y to offer
community programs and services?

The Y’s day camp has use of Westmount
Park without financial compensation to
the city. With Ms. Romero’s model, rent
should be paid for use of the park and vol-
unteers paid. 

The Y should be encouraging non-profit,
community-run programs, not profiting
from them.

Marielle Beauchemin, York St. 

The Parish of Ascension of Our Lord
(Sherbrooke St. at the corner of Clarke Ave.)

Welcomes all to our
Christmas Celebrations!

Christmas Eve – Wednesday, December 24th
Family Eucharist: 7:30 p.m.

Choral Service – Ascension Choir under
the direction of Dr. David Szanto: 9:30 p.m.

Solemn Eucharist: 10 p.m.

Christmas Day – Thursday, December 25th:10:30 a.m.
Feast of the Holy Family

Saturday, December 27th: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 28th: 10:30 a.m.

New Year’s Eve – Wednesday, December 31st:5:00 p.m.

New Year’s Day – Feast of Mary,
Mother of God: 10:30 a.m.

Feast of the Epiphany
Saturday, January 3rd: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 4th: 10:30 a.m.

We invite all parishioners, former parishioners and visitors
to join in celebrating with us this Holy Season.

Msgr. Sean Harty C.S.S., Pastor
Rev. Patrick Donnelly, Associate Pastor

         

Fresh grilled fish, steak & pasta

Happy Holidays to
all our customers &
friends and Happy

New Year to all!
6535 Somerled, Montreal

Tel: 514.487.8541
www.oreganosgrill.com

         

Letters, cont’d. from p. 6

Generator too noisy
A generator powering a house on Edge-

hill Rd. December 9 exceeded allowable
noise levels, Public Security officials said.
Responding to a complaint at 9:12 am, offi-
cers found the “very noisy machine” in op-
eration and told the resident that despite
the emergency situation, it must conform
to by-law regulations. A ticket could be is-
sued on a second offence.

For another to the letter,
please consult paper archive.
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Renos at Y stopped until requirements fulfilled for permit
By Laureen Sweeney

Structural renovations in the foyer of
the Westmount Y are on hold until the re-
quired architectural plans are received and
approved so a permit can be issued, city of-
ficials said last week.

The work was stopped by Urban Plan-
ning inspectors November 3 after a user of

the facility called to express concerns about
the work, confirmed chief inspector
Christopher Rogers. Two days later, the
department also received an incident re-
port about overnight work from Public Se-
curity, he added (see story November 18, p.
8).

Design plans subsequently presented to
the city along with the Y’s permit applica-

tion were not sufficient for the type of work
being carried out especially in a public
building governed by the Régie du bâti-
ment du Québec (RBQ), he said. The RBQ
delegates its authority to the city.

The work involves the addition of a
handicapped washroom just inside the
main entrance and other modifications
such as changes to staircases, Rogers ex-
plained.

The current staircase leading downstairs
is to be reversed to provide secured up-
stairs passage for daycare parents, said Y
executive director Cristina Romero who
manages the local branch. Those stairs
leading up would be reversed to go down
to the pool area. The entire entrance area
is to be rearranged.

She maintained the work was not on
hold, was still under way and referred
questions about the current status to An-
dré Guitard, regional YMCA building
manager.

Shower work finished

Guitard acknowledged the work had in-
deed been stopped until the architectural
plans could be submitted. Work in the

shower area of the women’s locker room,
a separate project, involved ceramic and
floor covering work, he said. A separate
handicapped-accessible toilet stall also was
created. It was now complete despite com-
plications that had prolonged the work.

A user of the Y, who contacted the Inde-
pendent, said she had found out December
1 that the work in the foyer had been
stopped, almost a month later. The work
on the women’s showers was supposed to
take one month but lasted more than three
months making it a challenge to take a
shower.

Westmounter Kathleen Duncan, a 15-
year Y member, said she had had “no no-
tification that this work was up and com-
ing, its duration or any information on the
implications and positives I will enjoy as a
result.

“We’ve just gone through renovations. I
can’t believe we’re back into them,” Dun-
can said. As someone who works out at the
Y gym five mornings a week, she said, she
was disappointed at the lack of communi-
cation.

By Laureen Sweeney

City council will be revisiting the city’s
hours of permitted snow removal, a con-
tingent from Upper Roslyn was told at the
city council meeting December 15.

Three of the residents who spoke and
two of their snow removal contractors
asked for greater toleration for the clearing
of driveways overnight during heavy snow.
Citing long driveways on the upper level,
they said the city’s current noise by-law
and tolerations did not allow enough time
for the work to be carried out efficiently or
safely before people went to work or school
children walked past.

One size does not fit all, they suggested,
asking that the city be divided into two
zones for different snow removal times in
upper versus lower Westmount. Snow re-
moval times had been set as a compro-
mise to spare residents the noise of large
parking lots being cleared throughout the
night.

While the noise by-law bans snow re-
moval by private contractors between 9
pm and 7 am, the previous council had
agreed to tolerate snow removal as late as

11 pm and as early as 5 am after snow had
reached 10 cm.

Elyse Desforges de Kovachich presented
council with a series of photos taken that
morning showing impassable sidewalks
and large snow banks on Upper Roslyn.
She asked why the city had still not cleaned
their street after what was reported to have
been a 30-cm snow fall the week before.

The problem, she added, was com-
pounded by the private contractors who
were faced with long driveways that could
not all be cleaned properly when they were
not able to work overnight.

“You bring up a good point,” Mayor Pe-
ter Trent said.

“We’re going to look at an overnight tol-
erance,” said newly appointed director gen-
eral Mike Deegan. “I think it’s the way to
go.” There are only four or five big storms
a year, he said.

Other residents asked who was measur-
ing the snow to determine it had reached
10 cm? It could be one depth at one end of
a driveway and another at the other end.
They also asked the city to cancel tickets
given recently to contractors working dur-
ing the prohibited period.

“We’re essential to these people,” said
one contractor who stated he can’t get to

the driveways because of the by-law. “Pub-
lic Security is on our butt,” he added.

         

Upper level has different needs

Residents ask city to allow overnight snow clearing

Elyse Desforges de Kovachich addresses city council December 15 on snow removal.
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Wishing all my clients,
friends & family,
happy & healthy holidays!
For any of your real estate needs
for condos, homes, luxury homes,
revenue or commercial properties
in all locations, I will welcome
your calls.

B          



10 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 17, 2014

HORAIRE DES FÊTES
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

LUN / MON
22

MAR / TUE
23

MER / WED
24

JEU / THU
25

VEN / FRI
26

SAM / SAT
27

DIM / SUN
28

LUN / MON
29

MAR / TUE
30

MER / WED
31

JEU / THU
1

VEN / FRI
2

SAM / SAT
3

DIM / SUN
4

BUREAUX ADMINISTRATIFS
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

8 h 30 -
16 h 30

8 h 30 -
16 h 30

fermé
closed

8 h 30 -
16 h 30

8 h 30 -
16 h 30

fermé
closed

BIBLIOTHÈQUE  -  LIBRARY 10 h - 21 h 10 h - 21 h fermé
closed 10 h - 17 h 10 h - 17 h 10 h - 21 h 10 h - 21 h fermé

closed 10 h - 17 h 10 h - 17 h

CONSERVATOIRE
CONSERVATORY 10 h - 21 h 10 h - 21 h 10 h - 17 h fermé

closed 10 h - 17 h 10 h - 17 h 10 h - 17 h 10 h - 21 h 10 h - 21 h 10 h - 17 h fermé
closed 10 h - 17 h 10 h - 17 h 10 h - 17 h

CENTRE DES LOISIRS
RECREATION CENTRE 12 h - 22 h 8 h - 22 h 9 - 17 h fermé

closed 12 h - 20 h 8 h - 22 h 8 h - 22 h 8 h - 22 h 8 h - 22 h 9 - 17 h fermé
closed 12 h - 20 h 7 h 30 - 22 h 7 h 30 - 23 h

VICTORIA HALL fermé     -     closed

POLICE : PDQ / STATION 12 Tous les jours de 9 h à 19 h         -         Every day from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

SERVICES DE COLLECTE
COLLECTION SERVICES

pas de 
collecte

no collection

pas de 
collecte

no collection

est/eastest/east

www.westmount.org

Services municipaux : période des Fêtes
Pendant la période des Fêtes 2014-2015, les bureaux administratifs de l’Hôtel de Ville, d’Hydro 
Westmount, des Travaux publics, des Sports et loisirs et de la Sécurité publique seront fermés du 
24 au 26 décembre et du 31 décembre au 2 janvier. Veuillez noter que la collecte d’ordures du 
jeudi (secteur est) sera devancée d’une journée, soit les mercredi 24 et 31 décembre. 

Municipal Services: Holiday Period

Works, Sports & Recreation and Public Security will be closed from December 24th to 26th and 
from December 31st to January 2nd. Please note that the Thursday garbage collection (eastern 
sector) will be moved up by one day and take place Wednesdays December 24th and 31st.

Westmount Historical Association marks 70th anniversary

Members of the Westmount Historical Association (WHA) celebrated its 70th anniversary on
December 11 with a gathering in the Gallery at Victoria Hall. Special guests were Westmount-St. Louis
provincial legislator Jacques Chagnon and Westmount city councillors Nicole Forbes and Theodora
Samiotis. The evening’s speaker was Roderick MacLeod of Quebec Heritage News, which is published
by the Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network. Seen here as the anniversary cake is cut, from the left:
WHA board members Caroline Breslaw and Louise Carpentier, president Doreen Lindsay, Chagnon,
and WHA members Sharon Sparling and Anne Barkman. Photos: Martin C. Barry

Westmount city councillor Theodora Samiotis, left, hands former WHA treasurer David Freeman a
city of Westmount lapel pin during the WHA’s 70th anniversary gathering.

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:

office@westmountindependent.com.
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SPECTACULAR NEW LISTINGS

LUXURY PROPERTIES

RENFREW, 
WSTMT  $1,445,000

FOR RENT

METCALFE, WSTMT
$7,900/MONTH

JEAN GIRARD, WSTMT ADJ.
$7,400/MONTH

BELLEVUE, 
WSTMT  $2,950,000

JEAN-GIRARD, 
WSTMT ADJ.  $1,595,000

BALLANTYNE N., 
MTL WEST  $1,175,000

CIRCLE PLACE,
WSTMT ADJ.  $1,495,000

WESTMORE,
NDG  $1,195,000

SHERBROOKE O., DWNTN
$14,000/MONTH

CEDAR, WSTMT ADJ.
$6,000/MONTH

SUNNYSIDE, 
WSTMT  $7,500,000

LANSDOWNE, 
WSTMT  $2,490,000

PRESTIGIOUS CONDOS

MT-ROYAL, 
PLATEAU $1,295,000

BLEURY, 
DOWNTOWN $998,000

“RITZ CARLTON”

PL.MOUNT-ROYAL,
DOWNTOWN $1,495,000

WESTMOUNT SQUARE,
WSTMT $2,049,000

LANSDOWNE, 
WSTMT $1,595,000

VIGER, 
DOWNTOWN $1,595,000

MARIE–
YVONNE
PAINT
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

514 933 5888
WWW.MYPAINT.CA

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE AGENCY

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.)

NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001
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Your Concrete Specialists
Licensed-Insured-Bonded

Registered with RBQ – CCQ-CSST – APCHQ.

Concrete polishing – new/old
Choice of Color, texture, gloss

multi-polissage-montreal.com
Inquiries and free estimates,

contact Dominic:

514 838-9702 or ddc77@bell.net

Residential:
Garage floors,

Balconies,
Basements,

Heated concrete
floors

Commercial
Industrial

Retail
Office

Since
2002

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

      

Holiday Greetings from Contactivity Centre!
Resources, activities and services

for Westmount’s 60+ set.
The Centre will be closed from Dec 22nd

to January 2nd inclusive.
Please check out our upcoming winter courses

and activities at www.contactivitycentre.org
and follow us on

Or give us a “low-tech” phone call in the New Year at

514-932-2326

         

Among the new arrivals at the
Westmount Public Library singled out by
staff are:

Magazines
“The Big Story: Non-governmental Or-

ganizations” in The New Internationalist,
December 2014, p. 12-27. A series of articles
on NGOs – do they really help?

“Unnoticed Truths: Zin Taylor’s Euro-
pean Adventure” by David McFarlane in
Canadian Art, Winter 2015, p. 120-127.
Canadian artist Zin Taylor has settled in
Brussels to pursue his art practice, which
ranges from installation art to sculpture to
writing to performance art.

“Tendances 2015: 17 pages de décou-
vertes” dans L’actualité, janvier 2015, p. 22-
41. Les grands courants qui marqueront
2015.

English e-books – Favourite British
authors

The Assassination of Margaret Thatcher
and Other Stories by Hilary Mantel – A bril-
liant collection of short stories from the
double Man Booker Prize-winning author
of Wolf Hall and Bring up the Bodies.

The Girl Next Door by Ruth Rendell – In
the waning months of the World War II, a
group of children discover an earthen tun-
nel in their neighbourhood outside Lon-
don. Years later,  the discovery of bones in
a tin box in the tunnel sends shockwaves
across the group of long-time friends.

Livres numériques
Hérétiques by Leonardo Padura – In 1939,

900 Jewish immigrants are waiting aboard
a ship in Havana. Daniel Kaminsky and
his uncle are expecting their close ones to
disembark and also the delivery of a fam-
ily-owned Rembrandt. However, the ship
will ultimately sail back to Germany. Years
later, the painting is up for sale in London.

Soeurs volées by Emmanuelle Walter –

This work of non-fiction aims to heighten
public awareness of the numerous tragic
disappearances or murders of Canadian
native women. Walter has investigated
such a case: In 2008, two teenagers disap-
peared from a north-western Quebec reser-
vation. Police and media apathy was obvi-
ous, especially looking at the efforts made
around the same time to find missing
white teens.

Adult English – Cozy mysteries
Jane and the Twelve Days of Christmas: Be-

ing a Jane Austen Mystery by Stephanie
Barron – Invited to spend the Christmas
holiday season of 1814 at the ancestral
home of the wealthy Chute family, Jane in-
vestigates the suspicious death of a Yule-
tide reveler whose killer is among the
snowbound guests.

Silent Murders by Mary Miley – When
movie studio bigwig Bruno Heilmann and
an old friend are brutally murdered, vaude-
ville actress Jessie Carr, with a face not yet
famous enough to be recognized, uses her
unique position to investigate these deaths
and get her career back on track.

Adult French – Quebec mystery authors
Le déni by Anna Raymonde Gazaille – In

a multi-ethnic Montreal neighborhood, a
young immigrant woman is found dead. Is
this suicide, murder or an honour killing?
Inspector Paul Morel and his colleagues
have to sail blind, facing a community bar-
ricaded behind their cultural codes.

Violence à l’origine by Martin Michaud –
Detective Victor Lessard has to investigate
the murder of a high-ranking Montreal
police officer. Without essential support
and pressured by his superiors, he must
act fast; the killer has left a message an-
nouncing that there will be future victims.

DVDs
Still Life: A Three Pines Mystery – The vil-

lage of Three Pines, a refuge from the
modern world in the beautiful Eastern
Townships, basks in the tranquil glory of
its autumn colours. But the blazing woods
conceal the body of a much-loved teacher
– shot through the heart with an arrow. A
tragic hunting accident or murder? Charis-
matic chief inspector Armand Gamache
and his team of officers probe to discover
deep layers of deceit, resentment and mur-
derous rage in the pretty village. Based on
the book by Louise Penny.

The Irishman, Child of the Gael – Our
narrator Sean recounts his maternal and
paternal ancestors’ dramatic immigrant
experience in Canada from the 1800s to the
early 20th century. Fleeing desperate con-
ditions in Ireland, survival in the new
world is a struggle of a different sort, in-
volving quarantine, isolation and back-
breaking employment, building the Vic-
toria bridge, constructing the railways and
canals that will open Canada’s frontiers to
trade and settlement. Directed by G. Scott
MacLeod.

Holiday books for children
I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a

Dreidel by Caryn Yacowitz – A new twist on
a popular folksong to be enjoyed by all
during the holiday season!

Plume et les cadeaux de Noël by Rebecca
Harry – Plume finds himself all alone on
Christmas Eve but he comes up with a
brilliant idea to pass the time.

Reference
Consumer Reports Best & Worst New Cars.
Le guide du vin Phaneuf 2015: les grappes

d’or.

On the  shelves
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GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST INC.
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE | REAL ESTATE AGENCY |

Real Estate Broker

JudyLitvack
514-817-5716
judy@judylitvack.com

Wishing my clients and
colleagues a very happy

holiday season and a
wonderful new year!

Looking forward to
seeing you in 2015!

m

m

m

m

m

m

m

m

m

         

Contactivity rings in the holidays

Contactivity Centre’s annual Christmas dinner was held on December 4. About 120 members gathered
together for a turkey dinner prepared by Westmounter Janet Faith and her family, and served by
volunteers led by Westmount resident Sharyn Scott. The Beavers and Cubs welcomed the members with
a holiday song and assisted in the cloak room and dining hall. Westmount Public Security provided
transportation home to the seniors after the dinner. Donations of food and toys were given to St.
Columba House. From left, back row: Joanne Gibb, Greita Morse, Nina Seidl, Tiffany Scott and
Charlotte Scott; front row: Sharyn Scott, Janet Faith, Robert Bailey, Kathy Hewitt, Edna Ralston and
Hunter Scott. Photo courtesy of Contactivity

Mountainside United hosts
dinner with Afghans

A multicultural dinner was held at Mountainside United Church on December 10 with members of
Montreal’s Afghan community. The evening offered Mountainside members an opportunity to meet
people from the Montreal Afghan community who shared their experiences of life in that country and
in Quebec. Two members of the Afghan community, Angela Zaheer, far right, and Najia Osman
(centre) hold trays of an Afghan dish called brani badngal. They are seen here with, from left, Elva
Crawford, Anita Carrier, Elizabeth Neufeld and Miriam Tees. Photo: Martin C. Barry
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christina
miller
certfi ed real estate broker 

514.934.2480
love where you live

Top Listing & Selling 
Broker in Westmount 

2010, 2011, 2012
 & 2013*

**centris.ca sales of Single Family, Condos & Revenue Properties from 01/01/10 – 12/31/13

profusionimmo.ca • christiesrealestate.com • luxuryrealestate.com
1361 Greene Avenue, Westmount, Qc  •  Profusion Realty inc. •  Real Estate Agencyelizabeth 

stewart
real estate broker

stephanie 
murray
real estate broker

marie-alice
couret
residential real estate broker

®
®

tour these homes & more at christinamiller.ca

WESTMOUNT | FABULOUS FAMILY RESIDENCE
ELEGANT 8-bedroom home on Forden Ave.

$4,500,000

WESTMOUNT | SPACIOUS & SPLENDID
Fully renovated home in Upper-Westmount, POOL.

$3,995,000

WESTMOUNT | GLORIOUS GARDEN
STUNNING Tudor-style home – MAGNIFICENT garden.

$3,799,000

WESTMOUNT ADJ. | SOPHISTICATED ELEGANCE
Sun-filled detached home near DOWNTOWN.

$3,150,000

WESTMOUNT | BEAUTIFUL BELLEVUE
LARGE detached home, double garage – ENDLESS views!

$2,950,000

WESTMOUNT | SPACIOUS & GRACIOUS
IMPECCABLE six-bedroom home – DOUBLE garage!

$2,268,000

WESTMOUNT | MURRAY HILL PARK
RENT or BUY this gem cottage with garage on the park!

$1,795,000 or $6,500/mo

WESTMOUNT | VICTORIAN BEAUTY
HUGE three-level detached house – value priced.

$1,699,000

WESTMOUNT | UPPER-BELMONT
EXQUISITELY renovated home on QUIET street.

$1,659,000

WESTMOUNT | FAMILY FRIENDLY
Generous five-bedroom home – STEPS to park.

$1,650,000

WESTMOUNT | ELEGANT TRANSFORMATION
MOVE-IN condition! PERFECT family home.

$1,398,000

WESTMOUNT | PARKSIDE PLEASURE
Lovely 4+1 bdrm family property – BACKS onto PARK!

$1,395,000
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Westmount Retail Watch
By Martin C. Barry

Melting Spot opens 
The Melting Spot, located at 4126 St.

Catherine St. has been open for less than
three months. This primarily business-
hour haunt took over a locale that was pre-
viously occupied by the London Bus Café.

While muffins and take-out coffee are a
mainstay, also on the menu are salads,
sandwiches, quiche and wraps. Chicken
tagine, a Moroccan specialty, is one of the
hot dishes that can be eaten there or taken
out.

Reda Khallouki, who co-owns the Melt-
ing Spot along with Othman Merabet, said
that all the produce used in salads comes
from farms and gardens in Canada.

Oyster-loving?
Lucille’s Oyster Dive, whose first location

opened on Monkland Ave. in NDG in
2009, is scheduled to open a new locale at
4124 St. Catherine St. in Westmount.

While a sign in the window proclaims
an autumn 2014 opening for Lucille’s
brasserie Oyster Dive, a peek inside on
December 5 revealed that considerable

work remains to be done.
An employee at Lucille’s NDG location

confirmed they will be opening in West-
mount, although she was unable to say
when. In addition to oysters, Lucille’s
menu features a wide range of seafood
and beef dishes.

New pizzeria pops up on St.
Catherine

About a block west of Greene Ave. on St.
Catherine St. is Bacaro Urban Pizzeria. It
gets its name from the bustling taverns,
which, in Venice, are regarded as meeting

places where friends stop in to enjoy good
food and wine. Bacaro claims to be the
only restaurant in Westmount that serves
thin-crust pizza baked in a wood-fired
oven.

“We also do gourmet salads – some of
the best I’ve ever had,” the restaurant’s
manager Charles Fox told the Independ-
ent. In addition, the menu includes oven-
baked pasta and a half-dozen dessert of-
ferings. Bacaro is fully-licensed and has a
century-old oak wood bar.

New pilates studio opens on
Greene

For those curious about or already into
Pilates, a new studio offering a classical
version of this physical fitness method is
opening on Greene Ave.

Operated by Lorraine Kelley and Charlie
Michael, Contrology Classical Pilates &
Wellness Studio was to hold its first classes
on December 11.

According to Kelley, classical Pilates ad-
heres closely to the Pilates method created
by its originator, Joseph Pilates, rather than
a more contemporary version that is taught

at some Pilates studios.
“We are a fully-equipped studio, includ-

ing pieces of equipment not seen in Mont-
real before,” Kelley told the Independent.

Left, Jordan Mattia and Vincenzo Papa prepare a thin-crust pizza at Bacaro on December 5.

Contrology Classical Pilates & Wellness Studio
co-owner Lorraine Kelley demonstrates a Pilates
exercise on December 5.

Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into
ready cash. International buyer wants to pur-
chase your antiques, paintings, china, crystal,
gold, silverware, jewellery, rare books, sports,
movies, postcards, coins, stamps, records. 514-
501-9072.

Financial Services

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in debt! Stop the
harassment. Bankruptcy might not be the an-
swer. Together let’s find a solution – Free Con-
sultation. Bill Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy.
514-983-8700.

MONTREAL AREA ONLY

The LoanProvider.com 750$Loans Approved in 1
Hour. No Credit Check. 1-866-442-8284.

For Sale

HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price, Best Quality. All
Shapes & Colours Available. Call 1-866-652-6837.
www.thecoverguy.com.

QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers Associa-
tion) can place your classified ad into 23 weekly
papers throughout Quebec – papers just like the
one you are reading right now! One phone call
does it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 514-697-6330.
Visit: www.qcna.org.

#1 high speed internet $32.95/month. Absolutely
no ports are blocked. Unlimited downloading. Up
to 11Mbps download and 800Kbps upload. Order
today at www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866-281-
3538.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397. – MAKE MONEY &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill – cut lum-
ber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. Free
info & DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT.
1-800-566-6899 ext:400OT.

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL BUILDINGS 60% OFF!
20x28, 30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120, 60x150,
80x100 sell for balance owed! Call 1-800-457-
2206. www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS

Happy Birthday Andrew
Happy Birthday Professor Slughorn from the Slug Club and your muggle
friends.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

The exterior of Lucille’s new and as-yet unopened
location on St. Catherine St. on December 5.

Melting Spot co-owner Reda Khallouki at his St.
Catherine St. café/restaurant December 5.

Guitar Lessons

GUITAR LESSONS, all levels, effective pedagogical approach. Experienced
qualified teacher (Master in Music), guaranteed results, NDG (near Metro
Vendôme). 514.597.0621.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20
Free public lecture on “Great Teachers of

China, Persia and the Americas” at Centre
Greene, 1090 Greene Ave. at 3:15 pm.
Questions and discussion following. Info:
514.845.8325.

2015!

MONDAY, JANUARY 12
Alan Bradley, author of “As Chimney

Sweepers Come to Dust: A Flavia de Luce
Mystery,” speaks at the Westmount Public
Library, 2 pm. Free. Register at circulation
desk. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
2 O’Clock Series: “Opera 101: Samson

and Delilah with George Wall,” at the West-
mount Public Library, 2 pm. Free. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15 
The works of Elizabeth Cameron at The

Gallery at Victoria Hall until February 7.

Comin’ Up
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The trials and triumphs of winter in Westmount 

NDG resident Elizabeth Levey takes her three pugs to the Hôpital Vétérinaire de Montréal on December
11. Grover, Petunia and Pauly, an adopted pug from Southern Nevada Pug Rescue, were going for their
health certificates in preparation for travel to Los Angeles. Photo: Staff

Snow is shovelled off a rooftop onto a recently plowed alleyway the morning of December 12.
Photo: WI 

A hermit thrush drinks from a backyard pond in lower Westmount December 8. Despite the frozen
temperature, the water was flowing due to an air pump in the pond to keep the hibernating fish alive.
In the cold winter climate, the thrush switches its eating habits from bugs to berries. Photo: Ralph Thompson

A bus swooshes by near Sherbrooke and Lansdowne December 11 at 11:20 am.
Photo: Ralph Thompson
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Mount Royal
Roofing

All types of roofs
and brickwork

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.
Serving Westmount for 50 years
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The following article relates to offers to
purchases of Westmount residential
dwellings that were reported by local real
estate agents as having been accepted in
November 2014. Because they are not final
registered sales, the addresses cannot be
made public but give a good idea of current
trends in local real estate activity. The graph
offers a picture of these trends over time.

Mark-ups may have moved down
slightly but the month of November
showed great promise in Westmount real

estate, with two more sales over $2 million
– and another $3 million-plus on October
30 – giving an indication that buyers may
be ready to pay the hefty prices demanded
by vendors of some of Westmount’s larger
homes. 

The average price of 11 sales in Novem-
ber was just over $1,700,000, but mark-
ups were only two percent above valua-
tion, with five of the one- and two-family
homes selling for less than tax value. Still,
only four of the 11 carried prices less than
$1.5 million and the highest was
$3,998,000.

In fact, though the graph might indi-
cate that prices are sliding somewhat, we
prefer to point out that since April the ad-
justed price of the “typical” Westmount
house has hovered around $1,550,000 and
will probably stay that way through De-
cember, to round out the year. 

Agents say there are still plenty of buy-
ers out there. As of last week, those buyers
had 138 MLS listings to choose from, al-
most 50 percent of which were over $2
million and only four for asking prices less
than $800,000.

The condominium market was virtually
dead during November, it appears, with
only one co-op in Westmount Square to
add to the totals. Of the four condo sales
we have tallied for the fourth quarter of
2014, three took more than 300 days each
to sell, and the average days-on-market for
the fourth quarter is 341, almost exactly
the same as it had been in the third quar-
ter of the year.

In adjacent-Westmount areas, six house
sales were posted in November, the last
one on November 12, an indication buyers
were more inclined to choose the more
expensive Westmount properties. In fact,
the last three outside the city limits (two in
Côte des Neiges, one on Redpath Cres-
cent) were all over $1 million, an indication
the buyers are willing to commit more to

their homes than they were, say, two or
three months ago.

Suffice to say there appears to be a stir in
the Westmount real estate market, though
we expect volume to fall off during the
holiday season, and we are not quite sure
how the falling oil prices are going to affect
the overall economy. But at this point any-

way, we are looking at a glass half full.

November sales: Glass half full
Mood of 
the Market

Andy Dodge, CRA

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

BISHOP MERCIER™ 
CONTRACTING

– ROOFTOP SNOW REMOVAL
– EXTERIOR BLDG. EXPERTS
– MASONRY, BRICK, STONE
– ROOFING, MEMBRANES,

SLATE
– WATER INFILTRATION
info@bishopmercier.com

514 945-8852

         

514.484.5070
constructionijs@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION I.J.S.
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MASONRY CONTRACTOR
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•Window Sills •Cement Finish •Acrylic Stucco
Ian Sutherland Serving You for 20 Years
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Average adjusted price of ‘typical’ Westmount
home, by month, Jan. 2001 to Nov. 2014,

based on accepted offer dates.

Dog found at 2:20 am
after noise complaint

A loose dog was returned to its owners
December 3 at 2:20 am following a call
about men yelling for help in Westmount
Park near Academy Rd., Public Security
officials said. Responding at 1:56 am, offi-
cers discovered three men at that location
looking for a lost dog. Moments later, how-
ever, a call was received from someone
finding the dog on de Maisonneuve at Vic-
toria. Officers picked it up and returned it.
The owner was advised to obtain a dog li-
cence.

Ticket for early startA
ticket for $269 was to be issued to a
contractor for starting work December 5
before 7 am, Public Security officials
said. The early start was confirmed
following a complaint concerning
construction at the condo development
at 215 Redfern.
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By Joanne Penhale

A lawsuit involving a Westmount resi-
dent and a condominium developer is
scheduled to appear before the Quebec Su-
perior Court this January. Marilyn Golf-
man is the plaintiff, and Les Condomini-
ums Redfern Inc. is the defendant.

However, according Golfman’s legal
counsel, Robert Pancer of Phillips Fried-
man Kotler, the parties settled out of court
last week.

“It’s to our client’s satisfaction,” Pancer

told the Independent of the agreement. He
stressed that its terms and conditions
could not be discussed.

According to legal documents, in June
2011, Golfman entered into a preliminary
agreement to purchase a unit in the yet-to-
be built condominium at 215 Redfern Ave.
The lawsuit involved a request to cancel
this promise to purchase, as well as to re-
imburse deposits totalling $227,535, as
well as damages of $20,000.

“[My client] was told the project would
be delivered by a given date,” Pancer said,

and that she had agreed to some post-
ponements. A lawsuit was filed in 2013
when it was clear the condo would not be
ready by a given date. In a story published
in the Independent on March 8, 2011 (“For-
mer Reader’s Digest HQ to become condo
building,” p. 3), the project was to be ready
“by the end of 2012.” On May 27, it was re-

ported that the project would be ready by
end of summer 2014 (“215 Redfern ETA:
End of summer,” p. 14).

Freelance reporter for the Independent
Michael Moore had been called by the
plaintiff as a witness in regards to his story
published in November
about the condominium

Westmounter settles out of court with condo developer

AVIS D’ADOPTION
RÈGLEMENT 1476

AVIS PUBLIC est par les présentes donné que le règlement nº 1476 intitulé
« RÈGLEMENT VISANT À MODIFIER DE NOUVEAU LE RÈGLEMENT 1318 SUR LES TARIFS » a été
adopté par le conseil municipal de la Ville de Westmount, lors de sa deuxième
séance extraordinaire tenue à l’hôtel de ville le 15 décembre 2014.

Ce règlement a pour objet de mettre à jour les tarifs, dont, entre autres, ceux
relatifs à la délivrance de permis, à la reproduction de documents et aux activités
offertes par le Service des sports et loisirs, ainsi que d’abroger certains articles qui
ne sont plus utiles et d’introduire de nouveaux tarifs visant divers services offerts par
la Ville.

Ce règlement entre en vigueur le 1er janvier 2015.

Toute personne intéressée peut consulter le règlement sur le site Web de la Ville
au www.westmount.org, et en obtenir copie au bureau du greffe situé au 4333, rue
Sherbrooke Ouest à Westmount, du lundi au vendredi de 8 h 30 à 16 h 30.

DONNÉ à Westmount, ce 17 décembre 2014.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
BY-LAW 1476

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that By-law No. 1476 entitled “BY-LAW TO

FURTHER AMEND BY-LAW 1318 CONCERNING TARIFFS” was adopted by the Municipal
Council of the City of Westmount at its second special sitting held at City Hall on
December 15, 2014.

The object of this by-law is to update the tariffs, among others, relating to the
issuance of permits, the reproduction of documents, activities offered by Sports &
Recreation, as well as to repeal certain sections that are no longer in use, and
introduce new tariffs concerning various services offered by the City.

This by-law comes into force as of January 1st, 2015.

Any interested person may consult the by-law on the City’s Website at:
www.westmount.org, and obtain copies at the Office of the City Clerk located at
4333 Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

GIVEN at Westmount, this December 17, 2014.

Me Viviana Iturriaga Espinoza
Greffière de la Ville / City Clerk

www.westmount.org

          

AVIS D’ADOPTION
RÈGLEMENT 1477

AVIS PUBLIC est par les présentes donné que le règlement 1477 intitulé
« RÈGLEMENT VISANT À IMPOSER ET À PRÉLEVER UNE TAXE ET UNE COMPENSATION POUR

L’EXERCICE FINANCIER 2015 » a été adopté par le conseil municipal de la Ville de
Westmount lors de sa deuxième séance extraordinaire tenue à l’hôtel de ville le
15 décembre 2014.

L’objet de ce règlement vise à :

– imposer et prélever la taxe foncière générale sur tous les immeubles situés sur
le territoire de la municipalité, basée sur la valeur portée au rôle d’évaluation ;
et

– imposer le paiement d’une compensation pour services municipaux aux
propriétaires des immeubles ou terrains situés sur le territoire.

Ce règlement entre en vigueur le 1e janvier 2015.

Toute personne intéressée peut consulter le règlement sur le site Web de la Ville
au www.westmount.org, et en obtenir copie au bureau du greffe situé au 4333, rue
Sherbrooke Ouest à Westmount, du lundi au vendredi de 8 h 30 à 16 h 30.

DONNÉ à Westmount, ce 17 décembre 2014.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
BY-LAW 1477

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given tthat By-law 1477 entitled “BY-LAW TO IMPOSE

AND LEVY A TAX AND A COMPENSATION FOR THE 2015 FISCAL YEAR” was adopted by the
Municipal Council of the City of Westmount at its second special sitting held at City
Hall on December 15, 2014.

The object of this by-law is:

– to impose and levy a tax on all taxable immovables in the territory of the
municipality, based on their value shown on the assessment roll; and 

– to impose the payment of compensation for municipal services on the owners
of immovables or lands situated in the territory.

This by-law shall come into force on January 1st, 2015.

Any interested person may consult the by-law on the City’s Website at
www.westmount.org, and obtain copies thereof at the Office of the City Clerk
located at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount, from Monday to Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

GIVEN at Westmount, this December 17, 2014.

Viviana Iturriaga Espinoza
Greffière / City Clerk

www.westmount.org

          
continued on p. 24
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The following news story is based on infor-
mation from police reports provided by a Sta-
tion 12 constable in an interview with the re-
porter.

By Michael Moore

A group of thieves reportedly stole a haul
of industrial-grade construction equip-
ment from a deserted Dorchester Blvd.
renovation project in the middle of the
night between December 1 and 2. The sus-
pects forced their way through the garage

door to enter an office building, which was
undergoing “major renovations,” said Sta-
tion 12 constable Stephan Laperrière.

Once inside, the suspects took a large,
industrial-strength rental heater, an elec-
trical generator and a battery charger, tak-

ing the time to disconnect all three items
from their respective power sources be-
fore fleeing the site.

There are no leads or descriptions of the
suspects reported to police, according to
Laperrière.

Police Report

Heater, other tools stolen from Dorchester construction site

AVIS PUBLIC

MODIFICATIONS DEVANT ÊTRE EFFECTUÉES
PAR L’ÉVALUATEUR AU RÔLE D’ÉVALUATION FONCIÈRE

2014-2015-2016

2e EXERCICE FINANCIER

AVIS PUBLIC est par la présente donné par la soussignée, greffière de la Ville de
Westmount, de ce qui suit :

Le rôle d’évaluation foncière qui s’appliquera pour le 2e exercice financier du rôle
triennal d’évaluation foncière de 2014-2015-2016 a été déposé au bureau du greffe
et toute personne intéressée peut en prendre connaissance pendant nos heures
d’ouvertures. Le rôle est également disponible pour consultation sur internet à
l’adresse suivante : http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/evalweb

Toute personne au nom de laquelle est ou était inscrit au rôle un bien visé par une
modification au rôle d’évaluation foncière de 2014-2015-2016 peut déposer une
demande de révision administrative prévue à la section I du chapitre X de la Loi sur
la fiscalité municipale (RLRQ, chapitre F-2.1) au motif que l’évaluateur n’a pas effectué
une modification qu’il aurait dû y apporter en vertu de l’article 174 de ladite loi.

Pour être recevable, une demande de révision administrative doit remplir les
conditions suivantes :

i) Être déposée au cours de l’exercice financier pendant lequel survient un
événement justifiant une modification du rôle en vertu de la loi, ou au cours
de l’exercice suivant, si l’évaluateur n’effectue pas cette modification ;

ii) Être faite au moyen du formulaire prescrit à cette fin et disponible dans les
lieux de dépôt mentionnés ci-dessous ainsi qu’à l’hôtel de ville de Westmount ;

iii) Être accompagnée du montant d’argent déterminé par le Règlement sur les
tarifs de l’agglomération de Montréal pour l’unité d’évaluation visée, ou, si
transmise par courrier recommandé, être accompagnée d’un chèque visé ou
d’un mandat-poste à l’ordre de la Ville de Montréal ;

iv) Être déposée en personne, du lundi au vendredi, entre 9 h et 12 h ou entre
13 h et 16 h auprès de la Direction de l’évaluation foncière de la Ville de
Montréal (DEFVM) à l’une des adresses suivantes :

ou être envoyée par courrier recommandé à : Division Centre, 255, boul.
Crémazie Est, bureau 600, Montréal (Québec) H2M 1M2

DONNÉ à Westmount, Québec, ce 17 décembre 2014.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ALTERATIONS TO BE MADE BY THE ASSESSOR
TO THE PROPERTY ASSESSMENT ROLL

2014-2015-2016

2nd FISCAL YEAR

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given by the undersigned, City Clerk of the City of
Westmount, of the following:

The property assessment roll that will be in force for the second fiscal year of the
triennial property assessment roll of 2014-2015-2016, has been deposited at the
City Clerk’s Office, where it is available for consultation by any interested person
during regular business hours. The roll is also available for consultation online at
the following address: http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/evalweb

Any person in whose name a property, affected by an alteration to the 2014-2015-
2016 property assessment roll, is or was entered, may file an application for
administrative review under Division I of Chapter X of An Act Respecting Municipal
Taxation (CQLR, chapter F-2.1) on the grounds that the assessor has failed to make
a required alteration to the roll pursuant to section 174 of said Act.

To be admissible, an application for administrative review must meet the following
conditions:

i) Be filed in the fiscal year during which an event justifying an alteration to the
roll occurs or in the next fiscal year, if the assessor does not make the
alteration;

ii) Be made on the prescribed form, available at one of the addresses mentioned
below, as well as at the City Hall of Westmount;

iii) Include the amount determined under the By-law concerning fees of the
Urban Agglomeration of Montréal and applicable to the unit of assessment
covered by the application, or, if sent by registered mail, include a certified
cheque or money order made out to the Ville de Montréal;

iv) Be filed in person at the Office of the Direction de l’évaluation foncière de la
Ville de Montréal (DEFVM), from Monday to Friday, between 9:00 a.m. and
noon or between 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., at one of the following locations:

or be sent by registered mail to: Division Centre, 255 Crémazie Boulevard
Est, bureau 600, Montréal (Québec) H2M 1M2

GIVEN at Westmount, Québec, this 17th day of December 2014.

Viviana Iturriaga Espinoza
Greffière de la Ville / City Clerk

Division Centre
255, boul. Crémazie Est,

bureau 600
Montréal (Québec) H2M 1M2

Division Est
7101, rue Jean-Talon Est,

bureau 1110
Anjou (Québec) H1M 3N7

Division Ouest
1868, boulevard Des Sources,

bureau 500
Pointe-Claire (Québec) H9R 5R2

www.westmount.org
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Type of crime Aug Sept Oct Average Average 2013
for quarter (’14) for quarter (’13)

Break-and-enter 9 3 10 7.3 4.7
Robbery 1 0 0 0.3 2.0
Theft from vehicles 14 11 6 10.3 9.3
Theft of vehicles 2 0 0 0.7 1.3
Graffiti 4 9 12 7.6 10.0

Westmount crime samplings 2014,
monthly average for quarter

2014 2013 % chg
August 108 170 -36.5
September 133 206 -35.4
October 129 226 -42.9
Total 370 602 -38.5

Tickets issued by police
in Westmount,

parking and moving
violations

compared to 602 in 2013. A drop of 52 per-
cent came in those issued for moving vio-
lations, which typically bring higher fines
and generate more revenue for the city
than those given out for parking infrac-
tions.

Special holiday prevention

As for crime during November whose
figures are still be tabulated, “It’s quite
quiet right now,” Bastien said. “We’ve no-
ticed a drop recently.” Special attention is
being given to residential areas at this time
of year to prevent break-ins when many
houses are vacant over the holidays.

With the approach of the holidays, he
said, “we’re asking residents to find ways
to give their home a lived-in appearance.”
Leave lights on and arrange for family
members or friends to alternate their lo-
cation. “When you have good neighbours
they can help by parking a car in the drive-
way, removing accumulated mail and

shovelling snow.”

Citizen priorities

The station’s goals for 2014 have gener-
ally been met, Bastien said. These focused
on the traffic concerns that residents had
expressed in police consultations (see story
January 14, p. 5). Traffic will likely con-
tinue to be one of the priorities in the ac-
tion plan for 2015, he said. “It will always
be a major concern.”

The issue of homelessness, however, is
another priority expected to be addressed
in the coming year following its impact
on south-eastern Westmount following the
closure in July of Cabot Square for refur-
bishment, he said.

The issue of “co-habitation” of the home-
less with local residents is not unique to
Westmount and Station 12, he explained.
“It’s pretty much the same concern every-
where downtown in districts 12, 21 (Ville
Marie) and 22 (the Gay Village). Each of us
polling residents pretty much came up
with the same priorities: street safety and

alleys.”
The issue is being worked on in con-

junction with other affected districts, he
said.

Station loses its sergeant-detective

With the retirement October 21 of Ser-
geant-Detective Stéfan Bisson, a 27-year
veteran police officer, Station 12 has been
left without an investigator and there are
no plans to replace him “for now,” Bastien
explained. “We’re trying to see how we
could work with fewer investigators.”

As a result, all investigations formerly
handled at the local level are now being un-
dertaken at the Guy St. operations centre
for the south region, as they once were.

Bisson, who came to the station 10 years
ago and was known as a hard worker, was
reported to have been still working on his
cases throughout his last day. 

Station 12, cont’d. from p. 1

by the city. Westmount Mayor Peter Trent
noted the city’s acoustician measured the
noise without the influence of other am-
bient noises like passing cars whereas
SNC-Lavalin’s expert, Jean-François Latour,
included vehicular noise in his study as he
compared noise in 2010 to the noises in
mid-November.

Latour argued the hospital is compliant
to city and provincial noise norms. In re-
sponse, many residents, mostly from York
St., debated the claim, saying they can’t
sleep at night because the noise penetrates
windows and walls. The studies, many res-
idents said, need to also be conducted
from inside people’s homes rather than
outside.

Resident Jamie MacDougall asked SNC-
Lavalin’s noise expert if he used “the other
instrument available to you to measure
noise. That is the human ear. Did you hear
the noise?”

Latour said that, yes, after visiting the
area several times, he has heard the noise
people are complaining about. That con-
stant noise, explained resident Henry Mi-
etkiewicz, is the problem. Rather than in-
termittent, he said, it “has literally not
stopped since last November a year ago.”
He told hospital officials not to rely solely
on decibel levels to draw conclusions. 

Resident Wanda Potrykus described the
situation as a “living hell.”

Citing the December 8 meeting as an
opportunity to hear what GISM has done
to mitigate the problem, Trent reminded
residents that this past summer, the city
sent GISM and the MUHC an official let-
ter, demanding something be done about
the noise or legal action would be taken.
He said, at this point, the threat of legal in-
tervention is suspended with hopes that
negotiations, discussions and GISM’s in-
terventions will solve the problem outside
of the courts.

As those discussions continue, he said,
noise study reports and other information
would be available on the city’s website.

Noise meeting, cont’d. from p. 3

Public security: Parked cars can pose problem for
sidewalk plows

A city sidewalk plow was unable to pass
a car parked too close to the curb outside
38 Church Hill December 4, Public Secu-
rity officials said. When the machine was
unable to back up the steep hill, public
safety officers began tracking down the

owner of the car who, in the meantime, ar-
rived at the scene and moved it.

Twenty minutes earlier at 8:24 am, a
sidewalk plow working on Montrose near
Aberdeen hooked the passenger side mir-
ror of a parked car. The plastic portion was

damaged but the mirror remained func-
tional.

“When parking in the winter when ice
can build up to the curb, it’s advisable to
walk around the car to ensure the wheels
have not gone up over the sidewalk pre-
venting access by the Bombardier [side-
walk plough],” said Public Security director
Greg McBain.

“Remember to turn wheels toward the
curb on a hill,” he said. – LS

WOOD FINISHING
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK

•On-Site Service
•Touch-ups and Repairs
•Stripping and Staining
•Speciality – Entrance Doors
•Professional Craftsman

Henry Cornblit
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295

www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

   

Quality, Convenience
& Customization

Unique lamps and chandeliers,
custom shades & repairs
5903 Sherbrooke W. (at Royal)

(514) 488-4322
Lacontessa.lampes@gmail.com

 

development.
Neither Golfman nor Les Condomini-

ums Redfern Inc. responded to requests
for comment.

A representative of Millowitz Hodes
Bergeron, the notary named as a mis en
cause in the case, said the firm had no
comment.

Legal counsel for Les Condominiums
Redfern Inc., Sternthal Katznelson Mon-
tigny, did not respond to requests from
the Independent.

Redfern, cont’d. from p. 19
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On October 21, a special evening hon-
ouring the life of former Westmounter
Jake Eberts was held at the IMAX The-
atre. The Westmount-based Montreal
Chapter of Canadian Friends of the He-
brew University of Jerusalem (CFHU) and
the Eberts family held a special screening
of the documentary Jerusalem 3D, of which
Eberts was executive producer. 

He also helped create many Academy
Award-winning films, including Chariots of
Fire, Gandhi and Dances with Wolves.

Two of Eberts’ three children, Lindsay
and David, a local res, welcomed guests.
Jake’s widow, Fiona, passed away recently.

David Eberts, attending with his wife
Maria Toumanova presented a reel of his
father’s work, moderated by Anne Lagacé
Dowson. Guest of honour was Ziv Nevo
Kulman, consul general of Israel in Mont-
real. Present were Hal Hannaford, head-
master of Selwyn House, and Minna Shul-
man, its dean of students, as well as
Westmounters Jeff Baikowitz and his wife
Camila Velandia, Mary Gallery, Robert
Raich, Howard Stotland, Rachel and
Steven Kramer, Irene and Stephen Lipper,
Evelyn and Raphael Schachter and Robyn
and Ari Brojde, president of the Montreal
Chapter CFHU. 

Also on hand for the event was Jerusalem
writer-director, Montreal native Daniel Fer-
guson, who had previously collaborated
with Eberts on the documentary Journey to
Mecca. He explained that making Jerusalem
in the IMAX 3D format was a challenge.
The movie was five years in the making,
with crews of up to 80 artists and techni-

cians from all over the world. In addition,
the aerial views of the ancient city were “a
daunting task, but deemed absolutely nec-
essary by Jake.”

Jerusalem is a not-for-profit film financed
through tax-deductible donations. Pro-
ceeds from the film fund a variety of proj-
ects in Jerusalem, through the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. The film plays at
the Montreal Science Centre until Satur-
day, December 20.

Social Notes
from Westmount
and Beyond

Veronica Redgrave

Jerusalem documentary premieres at cocktail eve

From left: David Eberts, Daniel Ferguson and Ziv Nevo Kulman.

From left: Ari and Robyn Brojde, Rachel and Steven Kramer.

From left: Jeff Baikowitz, Camila Velandia and Maria Toumanova.

Anne Lagacé Dowson Matthew Price-Gallagher

Sewer debris leads to
noise complaint

Overnight work on Kensington Ave. was
allowed to continue briefly despite a noise
complaint at 1:08 am December 5, Public
Security officials said. A contractor work-
ing for the city was found inspecting the
sewer with a camera. It was considered an
emergency regarding an accumulation of
debris and the contractor was about to
leave.



2015 including Hydro Westmount up-
grading. This counts on the city receiving
grants of $1.5 million to lower the cost.
The work would be funded by $7.4 million
in pay-as-you-go allocations from the op-
erating budget along with appropriations
from surplus and borrowing through loan
by-laws.

“Total capital works spending, net of
grants, is up by $1 million or slightly more
than 10 percent,” when the lower QST re-
bate is factored in, Drury explained.

“We are making a really strong state-
ment with regard to infrastructure – roads
and parks,” said Mayor Peter Trent. The
city is increasing annually the amount of
capital works spending to be funded by
the operating budget through pay-as-you-
go, he explained.

In the coming year, he said, the city
plans to introduce a capital assets man-
agement plan to provide a long-term vision
for playing “catch-up” on deteriorating in-
frastructure.

Reaction to the budget presentation
came from only one citizen among some
10 or more attending the meeting. John
Fretz of Sherbrooke St. asked what the al-
location of $250,000 earmarked for “sound
barrier” covered in the capital works
budget.

Trent said that was only a “best guess” at
what might be needed to be spent on the
project though nothing has been approved.

Of the city’s $101 million of spending in
the operating budget, $51.3 million will go
to the Montreal agglomeration council to
pay for island-wide services and another
$900,000 to the Montreal Metropolitan
Community for regional services.

The remainder includes $33.3 million
for the delivery of local services such as
Public Works and Public Security along
with such items as debt service and fi-
nancing costs of $7.3 million, pension
fund costs of $3.7 million and $5 million
in pay-as-you go capital works funding ex-
cluding the Hydro Westmount portion.

Budget highlights

In balancing the budget, the city is
counting on collecting $83 million from
general property taxation, which is $2.4
million more than 2014.

The loss of $880,000 in revenue from
the changes in provincial funding consists
of $638,000 in transfer payments and an-
ticipated increases in operating expenses

by $130,000 and capital works spending
$117,000 resulting from the reduction in
QST rebate.

“In order to shelter the Westmount tax-
payer from this downloading, the city will
finance the entire amount in 2015 using
accumulated surplus rather than increas-
ing taxes,” Drury stated. “The city assumes
a permanent fiscal pact with the govern-
ment will relieve the city of such obliga-
tions beyond 2015.”

In the operating budget, almost $4 mil-
lion more has been allocated to Public
Works over 2014. This is spread across all
areas including a jump in the price of road
salt. Public Works in the city’s largest de-
partment.

The overall 2-percent tax hike meets the
council’s guidelines given to the adminis-
tration of limiting tax increases for local
services to the rate of inflation plus-1 per-
cent, Drury said.
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Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

�� �

Councillor Victor Drury reads the budget speech December 15 as Finance commissioner.

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
• Corporate & Personal tax returns
• Representation on your behalf

at government tax o�ces
Leonard Klein, CPA, CA

4800 De Maisonneuve W. #405
514.499.1949

   

Hurtubise acquires new hats

Benoit Hurtubise, director of Hydro Westmount, was appointed by city council December 15 to two new
additional roles. These were “acting substitute director general” (along with Urban Planning director
Joanne Poirier who is the substitute DG) and “interim director of Public Works” in the event of an
absence by director Marianne Zalzal. Photo: Laureen Sweeney

Carbon monoxide
detector activated

An alarm system that could not be de-
activated December 5 at a house on An-
woth Rd. was traced to a carbon monoxide
detector, Public Security officials said. Offi-
cers were called at 8:54 am to assist the res-
ident in tracking down the source. The de-
tector, dated 1996, was finally discovered
hidden behind furniture. Firefighters were
called to check out the safety of the home
and found all in order except for “abnor-
mal” electrical pressure of which Hydro
Westmount was aware.

“It’s always advisable to have up-to-date
detectors,” said Public Security director
Greg McBain though the reason why the
detector had activated was not reported. Bat retrieved from

living room
Public safety officers were called to a

house on Hallowell December 6 for a bat
on a wall, Public Security officials said. On
arrival, officers found the bat hanging
from a wall in the living room and reported
“carefully removing it” and relocating it to
a dark place in an abandoned property.

Budget, cont’d. from p. 1
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See all our
properties at

jillprevost.com

Apt 3D | asking price $2,895,214
Only 2 units remaining

$1,095,000 | MLS 21181062
Terrific townhouse in Victoria Village!

PRINCE ALBERT

WESTMOUNT

1250 GREENE AVENUE

WESTMOUNT

REAL ESTATE BROKERSGROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, REAL ESTATE AGENCY

$399,000 for sale | $2,250/month for rent
Perfect pied-a-terre!

1250 GREENE AVENUE

WESTMOUNT

2 WESTMOUNT SQ.

WESTMOUNT

1455 TOWERS #404
$395,000 | MLS 9082494

DOWNTOWN

Apt 2D | asking price $3,199,869
Only 2 units remaining
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