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Zoning change introduced for southwest sector

City moves to retain ‘viable’
commercial district

By Laureen Sweeney

Proposed changes were introduced
May 22 to rezone commercial sectors in
the Victoria village area by requiring com-
mercial occupancy at street level of all
buildings not already benefitting from
other acquired rights.

Current zoning allows for a residential
option.

The move came in a notice of motion
at city council’s mid-month meeting to
amend the zoning by-law at a subsequent

meeting. This is expected at the regular
June 4 sitting, followed by public consul-
tation at a later date.

“We want to ensure we retain a viable
commercial sector in the south west,”
Councillor Cynthia Lulham told the Inde-
pendent. “Commercial” includes offices as
well as retail.

The city took its first steps in this di-
rection at the end of 2008 by prohibiting
the establishment of medical offices at
street level in anticipation of a demand
that might arise from the building of the
MUHC superhospital.

The zones involved in the planned re-
zoning border both sides of Sherbrooke
St. from the Esso service
station at Grosvenor west

By Laureen Sweeney

The city’s iconic cottonwood tree in the
Lansdowne dog run is ailing and may have
to be taken down.

The news may not surprise anyone who
has noticed its condition recently. It was,
however, confirmed last week by Council-
lor Cynthia Lulham, commissioner of
Urban Planning and Parks.

“The tree’s been dying for years and
we’ve been trying to regenerate it,” she
said. “But it may have to be taken down be-

fore it falls on somebody.”
As a last hope, the city hired forestry en-

gineer Luc Nadeau to prepare a report on
the tree’s condition and recommend ways
“to secure its longevity or to tell us if it’s
beyond help.”

Core samples show decay

Initial core samples showed decay and
indication of “die-back due to aging,” Lul-
ham said.

On May 23, Nadeau
visited the site to test the

Fate of landmark cottonwood
hangs on experts’ report
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Joli-Cœur crowned Canadian
science champion

Fifteen-year-old Westmounter Laurent Joli-Cœur, left, won the the best project award at the 2012
Canada-Wide Science Fair. Ani Armenian, public affairs and corporate social responsibility at Merck
presents him the award. See p. 15 for story. Photo courtesy of Relations publiques Andrée Peltier

Don’t Miss It
Rotary’s auction: Friday, June 1; 

Garage sale: Saturday, June 2. See p. 20.
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By Laureen Sweeney

With closure of the city’s TAG Teen
Centre for at least a year due to demolition
of the old arena and construction of the
new facilities, arrangements have been
made for its users to attend a drop-in bas-
ketball program at the Westmount Y on
Friday evenings.

If a large enough turnout of TAG users
indicates there is demand for a second
night, there is a possibility this might be
arranged as well, said city Sports and
Recreation director Mike Deegan.

Other options, such as finding tempo-
rary quarters elsewhere, were explored
without success, he said. Until the teen
centre reopens in the new Westmount
recreation centre in the fall of 2013, all its
equipment has been stored at the old train
station. 

No place to hang out at night

“Some of these kids will now be left
without any place to hang out at night,”
longtime Cub leader Andrew Macdougall
told the Independent.

Quartered at the arena for many years
after other venues failed to work out, the
drop-in teen centre was kept open until
the last possible moment, Deegan said.
This was fully “two weeks after we moved
our offices out.”

The Y’s Friday night basketball pro-
gram takes place from 6 pm to 9:30 pm as
an outreach community effort for West-
mounters aged 13 to 17, according to Y di-
rector Gary White. It generally attracts
from 10 to 25 teens on any given Friday,

It’s the only one of the Y programs
available to teens at no cost, though many
of its other sports programs such as vol-
leyball, floor hockey and group fitness are
open to youth members.

News given to TAG users

News of the drop-in basketball program
had been relayed to TAG users, said Dave
Lapointe, assistant director, Sports and
Recreation.

The Westmount teen centre was open
afternoons and evenings every day but
Sunday and was used by about 50 on a
drop-in basis though no registration was
required. Attendance varied from about six

to 20, he said. Sometimes, youths brought
friends.

The centre’s paid coordinator, a stu-
dent, will be working this summer with
the city’s day camp. The assistant coordi-
nator, also a paid student, helped out twice
a week at TAG but is now no longer work-
ing with the city, Lapointe said.

Arrangements made with Y during arena construction

Teen centre users welcome at Y basketball

1321 Sherbrooke W., apt. A-60
$ 1,195,000.00

339 de la Côte St-Antoine Rd.
$ 1,395,000.00

*Sunday, 2-4 pm
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By David Goldberg

Station 12 police arrested two men for
breaking into a car on Victoria Ave., while
a third suspect managed to escape.

The incident took place at 1:35 am May
21 on Victoria near The Boulevard. Resi-
dents on the street called the police to say
they saw three men acting suspiciously.

“They told us the men were going up
and down Victoria, trying car doors to see
if any were unlocked,” said Constable
Adalbert Pimentel. “They were able to get
into one car, a Honda Civic.”

When the police arrived, the trio took
off, running south on Victoria towards
Westmount Blvd. Two of the suspects were
apprehended and searched.

“The officers found in their possession
a phone charger, a cellular phone, an iPod,
some loose change, a pair of binoculars
and a GPS unit,” said Pimentel. “We be-
lieve some or all of the items were stolen.”

Arrested were two men: a 19-year-old
and an 18-year-old, both from Montreal.
They have been charged with theft.

The third suspect, who got away, is de-
scribed as a white male, 19.

“You should always lock your car doors
so you don’t become a victim of this type
of crime,” said Pimentel.

Pair arrested for
vehicle break-in
on Victoria

11335500 GGrreeeennee AAvveennuuee,, 551144--993355--88338899
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Woman helped
off floor

An elderly woman who fell in an
apartment on Sherbrooke St. May 23
was helped up by public safety officers
called to the home at 9:02 am. She was
not injured and did not require assis-
tance from Urgences Santé, Public Se-
curity officials said.
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By Laureen Sweeney

The removal of eight more trees at the
construction site of the new Westmount
recreation centre was approved by city
council at its mid-month meeting May 22
and a permit issued the next day, city offi-
cials confirmed.

It had been hoped these could be saved
though they were among up to 46 ear-
marked for cutting and were the only ones
still standing after an initial permit was ap-
proved May 7 (see May 8, p. 3).

The recommendation to remove the
eight was based on worker security and
management of the site, explained Public
Works assistant director Andrew Duffield.

They were located just off Arena Drive
at St. Catherine St. where the expanded
parking lot will be created and near the
area of excavation for the new pools.

Duffield said the future of the eight
trees was reviewed during an onsite visit
by Jayme Gerbrandt, the city’s horticulture
and arboriculture inspector, and represen-

tatives from Pomerleau construction and
the CSST, the workplace health and safety
board.

“The CSST required that some of them
be taken down given their proximity to the
excavation walls,” he said. These trees pre-
sented a danger of falling during the work.
The other trees were positioned in such a
way as to impede the contractor’s opera-
tion of the site.

Four other trees already proposed for
transplantation were replanted within
Westmount Park May 14, he said. Two
were memorials: a crabapple that was
moved to the Shakespeare in the Park site
and a maple tree replanted near the
Melville pond. Two lindens were also relo-
cated to the pond area. 

Attempts are being made to preserve
four small trees. All others have been re-
moved (see photo May 15, p. 3).

The city is requiring that each tree cut
down be replaced by two – if not in the im-
mediate vicinity, elsewhere in the city.

Council approves second tree removal permit

Eight more trees to be cut
at arena site

Montreal� Premier Home
Furnishings Consignment Store
CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS

Furniture, Mirrors,
Silver, China, Lighting,
Decorative Accessories
Not using it... moving....

redecorating... renovating
For further information contact:

514-564-3600
www.galeriem.ca
e-mail your photos to:

info@galeriem.ca
8160 Devonshire Rd.
Mont-Royal, H4P 2K3

TOGETHER WE MAKE CONSIGNING EASY!

�� �

By Laureen Sweeney

It’s an opportunity that last came
around five year ago: to participate in
Westmount’s trademark Secret Garden
Tour and go behind garden gates to view
some of the community’s specially chosen
private gardens.

The day-long event, based out of the
Gallery at Victoria Hall, takes place June
13 when the locations of the gardens will
be revealed to 125 ticket holders. The
number of tickets, which went on sale at
Victoria Hall May 25, has been limited to
prevent overcrowding.

Organized this year by the Westmount
Horticultural Society (WHS), the self-
guided tour will follow the same format
and structure as when the event was held
by the city’s Horticultural Advisory Com-
mittee (HAC). This year’s rendition is the
fifth since 1998.

“Ticket holders will assemble at Victo-
ria Hall, receive a map of the gardens and
a box lunch and be able to plan their own
route whether by car or on foot,” explained
WHS president Sally Cooke. They are also

invited back to Victoria Hall to eat the
lunch, rest or have coffee during the day.

“This is like a day in the country while
staying at home and appreciating what we
have right here in Westmount,” she said.
“The gardens to be displayed are being
chosen for quality, unique aspects and as
models to inspire others with design and
planting ideas.”

Gardens will be open from 9:30 am to 4
pm. Box lunches, included in the price of
the ticket of $35 ($30 for WHS members),
are being prepared by Simply Wonderful
with coffee provided by Café Gourmet and
drinks by the Fletcher Metro store.

Secret Garden Tour returns
June 13 after five years

#8
GlobeandMail

bestseller
May 11, 2012

Hot night on St.
Catherine St.

Police were unable to apprehend six
youths who set fire to a garbage receptacle
and a Canada Post mailbox.

A taxi driver called police at 12:50 am
on May 19 to say he saw the teens, aged 16
to 18, up to no good on St. Catherine be-
tween Wood and Gladstone.

“The witness told us the youths had set
fire to a city of Westmount garbage bin,
then headed west and set fire to a mail-
box,” said Station 12’s Constable Adalbert
Pimentel. “The suspects used paper to set
the fires, and no accelerants were used.
The witness said the suspects continued
going west on St. Catherine, but they were
gone when our officers arrived.”

Police say the fire department was
called, and both fires were quickly extin-
guished. – DG

Leaf blowers operated
Leaf blowers are still being used, de-

spite the May 1 cut-off date for spring
clean-up, according to Public Security. At
least three tickets were reported issued be-
tween May 18 and 23 when people were
spotted using them on Roxborough, Kens-
ington and Church Hill.

Noise on a 
legal holiday

A man using a compressor while re-
pairing a swimming pool on Westmount
Ave. near Argyle on Victoria Day, May 21,
was warned against using the noisy de-
vice on a legal holiday. A neighbour
called Public Security to complain.



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 29-30, 2012 – 5

By Laureen Sweeney

Pile driving started May 24 at the site of
the new Westmount recreation centre to
temporarily shore up the sides of the ex-
cavation like a retaining wall, launching
the start of more visible demolition this
week of the pool and arena.

The sheet piles will go around the
perimeter of the excavation to ensure the
sides don’t cave in during construction
and are going down some 50 feet. “So far
we’ve encountered good soil conditions, so
we’re going relatively quickly,” said city di-
rector general Duncan Campbell.

This differs from support piling
pounded into bedrock, which this building
does not require, as previously reported by
project chair Patrick Martin (see April 17,
p. 12).

While the need for perimeter piling was
announced at the public meeting in Victo-
ria Hall last June 21 (see story June 28,
2011, p. 1), plans for the extent of the work
were still uncertain until only recently (see
March 20, p. 8).

This work involves 100 piles and is ex-
pected to take two to three weeks, he said.

Meanwhile, work will start to reroute the
flow of gas from a main through West-
mount Park that is infringing on the exca-
vation and pile driving work, he said.

The removal of asbestos from inside

the old arena was to be completed last
week after two weeks of work, according
to Sports and Recreation director Mike
Deegan.

This was a time-consuming process by

a specialized crew that took place during
tree cutting, site set-up and work prepara-
tion outside.

While permits had already been issued
to the contractor for demolition, tree re-
moval and mobilization of the site by
equipment, one for excavation was ex-
pected imminently, Urban Planning di-
rector Joanne Poirier said
May 23.

Different ‘piecemeal’ permit process in use for new recreation centre

Pile driving launches demo of pool, arena this week

We buy ALL
gold – locally

Incl.
broken

jewellery
anddiamonds

Free estimates
Gold Buyers International

5897 Sherbrooke St. W. (at Royal)
514-419-0656

Mon to Thurs: noon to 5 pm; Friday: noon to 4 pm;
Sat: closed and Sun: noon to 4 pm.

 

A worker at the Westmount arena and pool project construction site takes a photo of the site and the
progression of steel piles being driven into the earth by a pile driver. Photo: Robert J. Galbraith

continued on p. 7
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Overreaction to new
meters from hydro

It is ridiculous to suggest that the radio
frequency watt-hour meters being in-
stalled by electric power utilities to provide
information for billing purposes and/or
for better management of power distribu-
tion grids have any health-related side ef-
fects. 

To avoid the confusion of overlapping
simultaneous transmissions, each meter
only transmits its information very infre-
quently upon receipt of a paged command
to do so. The meters transmit at a maxi-
mum power level of 0.1 watt and each low
level radio-frequency (RF) transmission
containing all of the required information
from a meter lasts less than one second.

The radio frequency watt-hour meters
installed by Hydro Westmount are paged
only once every two months to transmit
usage information needed for billing pur-
poses. At present, Hydro Westmount’s
people walk the streets carrying hand-held
wireless meter-reading pagers to get the
required information. When more of the
new meters are installed, the information
might be obtained even more efficiently by
driving the streets in a vehicle equipped
with a mobile wireless meter-reading
pager.

At some time in the future, it is possible
that a new province-wide billing policy

might require Hydro Westmount to intro-
duce time-of-day, variable-rate billing. Typ-
ically this could require four meter
readings per day, and Hydro Westmount
would need to install equipment at various
locations in the city to page nearby meters
and relay their usage readings to a central
billing computer. However, this would still
not create any health-related risk because
the transmissions are of such short dura-
tion and their radiated power level is so
low.

A study by the California Council on
Science and Technology found that the
level of radiated power from the meters
ranged from 4 µW/cm2 at a distance of 10
feet to 40 µW/cm2 at 3 feet and observed
that even at 40 µW/cm2 the radiated power
is much less than the radiation from mi-
crowave ovens and cellphones, which can
range up to 200 µW/cm2 and 5,000
µW/cm2 respectively under normal condi-
tions of use.  (1µW = 1 millionth of a watt)

The RF transmissions from a radio fre-
quency watt-hour meter occur at a very
small percentage of the time, and it is ex-
tremely unlikely that a person would be
close enough to a meter for any significant
amount of time at the exact moment when
a transmission is taking place and there-
fore be frequently exposed for less than
one second to a very low level of RF radia-
tion, typically ranging from 4 to 40
µW/cm2. 
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Viewed in this light, the instances of
headaches or sleeplessness etc., which
some people attribute to RF radiation from
the meters, may really be due to un-
founded worry and stress concerning an
imagined health risk.

John Dorey, Victoria Ave.

Mistaken understanding
of microwave limits

In reference to the letter to the editor
“Radiation limits inaccurate,” (May 22, p.
6), unfortunately Mr. John Dorey mistak-
enly assumed that the microwave expo-
sure limits cited in my letter (“When will
Canada update microwave exposure
limit?” May 15, p. 6) referred to microwave
ovens. 

In fact, these limits referred to ambient
exposure to microwaves via wireless com-
munication.

Megan Durnford, Victoria Ave.

Distasteful?
Your photo on p. 13 of the May 22 issue

(“City’s employees raise $2K on denim
day) of two male Westmount employees,
each holding two large pink balloons on
their chest while soliciting funds for breast
cancer leads to several questions: 1. what
exactly is funny about breast cancer? 2.
how did your photographer as well as your
editor decide this photo was appropriate
for publication? and 3. what message are
you sending to your readers, especially to
those who have or have had breast cancer,
know, or have lost loved ones to breast can-
cer?

As a male, I like a good joke as much
as the next guy, but this kind of adolescent
humour is really in bad taste, and the In-
dependent owes an apology to its readers.
Martin Garneau, Sir George Etienne

Cartier Square

Distasteful? Part 2
I have just finished reading your latest

edition and though I enjoy your articles
and find your newspaper very informative
on local issues, I feel compelled to write to
you about a photo that was published in
very poor taste.

Under the headline “City’s employees
raise $2K on denim day” (May 22, p. 13),
there is a photo of two male employees
holding balloons in front of their chests as
if they were breasts. In view of the fact that
the photo and its caption were announc-
ing the very positive news that $2,100 was
raised for the CURE foundation for breast
cancer, I feel that this attempt at humour
was very misplaced, and indeed negated

some of the good done by their fundrais-
ing efforts. 

What were your readers supposed to
think? That breast cancer is funny, some-
thing to joke about, and that males hold-
ing pink balloons mimicking breasts is
okay? The balloons simply were not nec-
essary to get the message across and
showed a lack of sensitivity to this very se-
rious subject.

Dianne Ferguson, 
de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Editor’s note: It is not for us to defend a
newsmaker’s actions or photograph, but we
interpreted the photo as an attempt to make
an emotional and unpleasant topic easier to
discuss by adopting a light approach – all
with a view to increasing awareness, proac-
tive testing and fundraising. – KM

City apologizes for
balloon photo

We wish to apologize to all readers of
your paper for the photograph that was
used this week to recognize the efforts by
city of Westmount employees to support
Denim Day.

There were other opportunities to sig-
nify the success of our fund-raising efforts
but this choice was inappropriate espe-
cially since many of us are affected by this
terrible disease.

Please be assured that we have taken
the necessary steps to avoid any future oc-
currence.

Duncan Campbell, 
City of Westmount director general

Park garbage cans could
use some sprucing up 

Every year, more and more people con-
gregate in Westmount Park, particularly
on weekends and in the summer months.
Increased traffic means increased
amounts of waste being deposited in park
garbage cans, the vast majority of which
are in very poor condition.

The result? Loose garbage spread by
wind and animals can be found all across
the park. (None of the lids are firmly at-
tached to the cans, for example, and al-
most all have large holes in them which
grants easy access to squirrels).

I’m surprised that nothing has been
done to address this growing problem.

Darcy Ferron, Melville Ave.

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time

on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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What could be easier, than
training in your own home with

a certified personal trainer?

514.830.1455
www.phyllisophy.ca
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ALLEZ
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SIRRUS
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and sizes
available

(514) 481-3369
(514) 489-9941 (24/7)

313 Victoria Ave. Westmount
www.martinswiss.net/locks

   

Forestry engineer Luc Nadeau, right, installs sonic sensors to the trunk of the huge, approximately 75-
year-old Eastern cottonwood (a type of poplar) located in the Lansdowne dog run. Another engineer,
left, monitors the Picus Sonic Tomograph unit, which detects decay and rot inside tree trunks using
sound waves. Five to 20 of the sonic sensors were placed around the circumference of the 8-foot diameter
tree. Photo: Robert J. Galbraith

Tree health studied

By Ralph Thompson

Priced at $29.7 million, a Laval-area
mansion owned by Quebec singer Céline
Dion and her husband René Angélil is on
the market and is being handled by Joseph
Montanaro of the Westmount office of
Sotheby’s International Realty. 

The property will not be listed on MLS
and won’t be having any traditional open
houses. Montanaro said that he was se-
lected by Dion’s team through a referral by
one of his former clients and for being
with a company “with a global reach and
strong international reputation.” 

“I will use Sotheby’s international and
global network to find a buyer for this
unique French-style château.”

Dion’s 24,000 square foot, custom-built
home is located on its own private 830,000
square foot island, Île Gagnon, along the
Rivière des Mille Îles, north of Laval. Con-
struction was completed in 2001. 

The property includes its own access
bridge from Laval, and comes fully fur-
nished with antique Louis IV and V furni-
ture and waterfront views. There are six
bedrooms, six bathrooms, three powder
rooms, an elevator, a vaulted stone wine
cellar, a dark cherrywood staircase, library,
gym and a three-car garage. The online
promotion notes that there is also a large
in-ground pool. 

The celebrity singer and her husband
are said to have built the stone mansion as
a private getaway, as a comfortable home
without a recording studio or musical fea-
tures but they have been unable to use it
enough given Dion’s busy itinerary, said
Montanaro.

Céline Dion’s
‘château’ for sale
by Montanaro

tree using a special machine which,
through sound waves, can produce images
of its interior and also determine its age.

A decision will be based on his report
on the tree’s condition. Public Works di-
rector Marianne Zalzal said Nadeau would
require a week and a half to compile find-
ings and issue his report to the city.

The tree was pruned back drastically
three years ago in the hopes of promoting
new growth, which didn’t happen, Lulham
said. “We’re giving it top priority.”

This included ensuring the tree would
be protected from damage during con-
struction of the new Westmount recre-
ation centre, which is far enough away to
enable the tree to have remained outside
the security hoarding.

continued from p. 1

Because the new arena/pool project is
taking place under a design-build process,
it requires an entirely different permit sys-
tem than traditionally used, she explained.
“Permits will have to be issued piece-
meal.”

This means one for each stage, such as
a separate one for the foundation, rather
than the traditional generalized building
permit that covers most eventualities,
though typically separate permits are is-
sued for specialized work, such as dyna-
miting.

continued from p. 5

Arena, pool

Collie caught on
two counts

An off-leash collie picked the wrong
time to defecate on a neighbour’s lawn.
It was spotted by a passing Public Secu-
rity patrol on Forden Crescent at 7:26
am. Officials said the dog was traced to a
house nearby resulting in two $75 tick-
ets for its owner: one for allowing the
dog to run loose and the other for soil-
ing private property.
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HEAD OFFICE: 1190 Bishop Street, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3G 2E3
For more information, please contact Christine at 514-656-6437 ext. 108

Email: info@groupecopley.com

AVAILABLE FOR RENT
1 SEVERN, WESTMOUNT

$8500 Monthly
Fully renovated, semi-detached cottage.

Contemporary interior design, 2 terraces, 2 garages.
3+1 Bedrooms, 2+1 Bathrooms

See details at: www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 8737399

3013 DE BRESLAY, MONTREAL
$6700 Monthly
Three-floor townhouse

Beautiful, modern finishings, excellent location
3+1 Bedrooms, 3+1 Bathrooms

See details at: www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 8659255

1355 SCARBORO, TOWN OF MOUNT ROYAL
$6500 Monthly

Four-storey detached home
Fully renovated, hardwood floors, large terrace

5 Bedrooms, 2+1 Bathrooms
See details at: www.groupecopley.com

MLS # 8739783

The largest inventory of prestigious
residences in Westmount

Visit our Website:
LEASING LUXURY HOMES SINCE 1998 www.groupecopley.com

Sun shines on Family Day

Scouts Canada’s climbing wall
was as popular as ever during
this year’s Westmount Family
Day held on May 26 in
Westmount Park. Seen above
scaling it is five-year-old Julia
Mazzarello, as her parents
Marina and Dario look on.
Meanwhile, Oliver Young from
the Tamaracouta Scout Reserve
prepares young Oscar Ham to
tackle the wall.

Kids playing in some of the inflatable games had to be prepared to exit through the jaws of a yawning
shark.

Contactivity Centre was one of many groups that sponsored booths during Westmount Family Day.
Seen from left, seated: Mazie McKay, Janice Parnell and Gisele Propradi. Standing: Andrew Fasciano,
Mary Stark, Pat Smith and Claire Ishida.

Photos: Martin C. Barry
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Levine Barrette Portfolio Management consists of Michael I. Levine and Louis-Philippe Barrette, Vice-Presidents and Portfolio Managers, 
TD Waterhouse Private Investment Advice is a division of TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. (Member Canadian Investor Protection Fund), 

a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. TD Waterhouse is a trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank, used under license

Wealth of Experience

(514) 289-0079levine.barrette@td.com

Louis-Philippe Barrette
Vice President and Portfolio Manager

Michael I. Levine
Vice President and Portfolio Manager

Levine Barrette Portfolio Management

Preserving
Wealth

BLUE CROSS • ETFS • INTACT • MISSISQUOI • TRAVEL UNDERWRITERS •  
ENCON • TRANSAMERICA • UNION CANADIENNE • XN • ZURICH • MANULIFE 
• SUNLIFE • LLOYDS • AVIVA • CHUBB • GUARANTEE OF NORTH AMERICA

Independent Insurance Brokers
ogilvy.ca

514.932.8660

HELPFUL TIPS FROM                          INSURANCE
We aren’t the insurance company, We are your broker. We work for you.

For over 85 years

You are a Canadian citizen or permanent resident with parents or  
grand parents abroad who would like to visit you?
Good news!
The Department of Citizenship and Immigration Canada have created 
the “Super Visa” to facilitate and accelerate family reunification!

For more information do not hesitate to contact me! 
Suzanne 514-787-8769

Visiting Canada?
Now it’s easier for parents and  
grandparents of Canadian citizens!

E & L Landscaping
Division of 3189171 Canada Inc.

25 years experience

Reasonable prices, reliable,
knowledgeable. Planting, sod,
lawns, pavé uni, walls etc…

Ernest:
514-941-2116

Westmount Inquiring Minds
�Looking for a detailed understanding of local and international
politics and current events?�Does your schedule prevent you from
following the issues that matter to you?�Want to feel confident
contributing to dinner table debates and discussions?�Westmount-
based McGill Law graduate with years of international experience
can help you learn more about the global issues that interest you.
�Private sessions at a location of your choice.
westmountinquiringminds@gmail.com

 

Make no mistake. The recent federal
budget implementation plan could have
profound implications for Canada. But be-
fore discussing what they are, here is
some background on the budget process.

Roughly once a year, usually in Febru-
ary or March, the Finance minister goes
out and buys a new pair of shoes and at 4
pm one day after the markets close, makes
a budget speech in the house of commons.
It’s an opportunity to present a vision but
also some specific measures. 

This year’s budget consisted of more
program cuts than additions in order to re-
duce the deficit.

What follows after the budget is one or
more budget implementation bills, which
lay out the details and require a vote. This
year, the first such bill is 425 pages long
and is called Bill C-38. When you read the

bill, you discover not only expected meas-
ures presented in the budget speech but
many more measures that you are reading
about for the first time. 

In fact, there are measures to curtail en-
vironmental assessment of major natural
resource development projects, measures
to modify the Employment Insurance Act,
measures to change the age when Old Age
Security can be collected, measures deal-
ing with immigration, and so on.

70 acts of parliament could be eliminated

Close to 70 acts of parliament will be
eliminated or modified if Bill C-38 passes.

It is for this reason that the opposition
parties are kicking up such a fuss, because
the government is trying to sneak in many
non-budget related changes into the
budget implementation bill – what is
sometimes called a Trojan horse bill. 

The consequences will be far reaching
and because the Conservatives have a ma-
jority, there is little that can be done to pre-
vent passage of the bill unless there is
overwhelming pressure for them to back
down.

The good news is that public opposition

Non-budget issues in budget bill –
Canadians need to know

Our Man 
in Ottawa
Marc Garneau, MP
for Westmount-
Ville Marie

Acquisitions héritage
ESTATE SALES

MOVING SALES
RHODA BOBROVE

514.933.9975•514.973.9339

 

3 ticketed for curfew
Three men in their early twenties re-

ceived tickets for $217 for violating the
parks curfew May 22, Public Security of-
ficials said. The trio was found in West-
mount Park at 1 am. They lived in
Candiac, NDG and DeWittville.

can sway the government and result in
change. A case in point is a recent bill
which would have infringed unduly on
our privacy by allowing the police to track
our in-line message traffic or phone calls
without first obtaining a warrant. Canadi-
ans spoke up loudly and clearly, and the
government backed off, at least for the mo-
ment.

The consequences of passing the cur-
rent budget implementation plan are pro-
found. Canadians need to know the bill in
question goes much further than simple
budgetary measures. It represents ex-
tremely important changes in many areas,
changes which have not been properly dis-
cussed and debated. 

I hope Canadians will speak up.
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Your nearest centre:
Westmount YMCA
4585 Sherbrooke St. W 
(corner Arlington) 

ymcaquebec.org

* Contact your YMCA to find out when this special offer begins and ends.
**  This offer is only valid for people who were not members of a YMCA as of April 1, 2012. The summer membership may not be cancelled, reimbursed, or transferred     
        from one YMCA to another.  Taxes not included.

New!
Outdoor group 
fitness classes

Adults $109**

Students $89**

No joining fee
Included: 
     1 individualized � tness program
     3 guest passes

Make the most 
of summer
Sign up for a 3-month 
membership  today!*

The YMCAs
of Québec

Biggest group to date protests in
streets of Westmount

Protesters were in Westmount the night of May 21 and into the early hours of May 22. Seen above
around 11:30 pm, some marchers taunted police blocking northbound access to Victoria. They had been
on the Boulevard at Victoria but had been prevented from descending that street by police blocking
access. A police helicopter was observed and heard chopping around overhead.

Peas and carrots, peanut butter and
jam. These all-time favourite combos are
classics and shouldn’t be messed with.
Why muck up a good thing? 

Well, the same can be said for a pair of
misfits named Buddy and Chucky. They
are a lovely pair of dogs who have lived

through thick and thin. Together the duo
has weathered many storms and the ups
and downs of life, but through much of it
it they have been together. 

Up until a little while ago, they lived
with an elderly lady who also had a cat.
She rescued her entire motley crew when
they were indivually abandoned in the
countryside where she lived. But, she had
to give it all up when her health took a turn
for the worse. So devoted was she that she
refused to go until she knew her pals
would be looked after. 

The result of her care is a fine pair of
gentlemen: Chucky, a
handsome 9-year-old

Peas & carrots, PB & jam
The
Underdog
Club
Cynthia Lee

Chucky Buddy

continued on p. 22

Photo: Ralph Thompson

Rotarians gear up for garage sale

Members of the Rotary Club of Westmount take a break after a long, hot evening of packing one of two
53-foot trucks in preparation for their garage sale at the Royal Montreal Regiment on Saturday, June
2. An auction will be held at the same location Friday, June 1 at 7 pm. From top left to right: Haagen
Kierulf, Ralph Thompson, Ted Sancton, Andy Durso and John Halas; second row: Ian Moodie, Don
Mackinnon, Nadia Chidean, Bill Graham and George Sklivas. Photo: Ralph Thompson
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Time for DESTA Fest

Westmounters are taking a lead role again this year in DESTA’s annual fundraiser, which will be held
Tuesday, June 12 at 6:30 pm at 3968 St. Ambroise in St. Henri. The $100-per-ticket soirée includes live
reggae performances, raffles and prizes. Tickets are available through eventbrite.com or at Pretty
Ballerinas (392 Victoria Ave., 514.489.3030). DESTA mentors marginalized black youth in three
areas: education, employment and health. From left: Westmounters and committee members Stuart
Webster, Karen Potter Bienvenu, and Willamina and Nicholas Martire, with DESTA executive director
Frances Waithe. Photo: Westmount Independent

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, June 3, 2-4 pm:
15 Church Hill, Westmount

GREAT LOCATION! Elegant, bright, 2 storey upper. 4 bdrms,
2+1 baths, Large private roof deck, new furnace in 2003,
basement storage, 2 car garage. MLS 8727199 $999,000

Kenneth Harrison Real Estate Broker
514-933-5800 Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest

NEW PRICE

 

65% SOLD
www.1250avenuegreene.com

Sales Office:
1368 Greene Avenue

Westmount
Delivery Fall 2012 (Subject to change)

JILL & JOAN PRÉVOST | ANNE-MARIE TURCOTTE
514.937.2220 | jillprevost.com

• 19 Luxurious Residences
• Up to 10’ ceilings
• Private terraces | Loggias
• Private indoor parking
• From 1,600 to 4,450 sq. ft.
• State-of-the-art gym

NOWUNDERCONSTRUCTION

sothebysrealty.ca
Real Estate Brokers | Real Estate Agency

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 12 PM TO 4 PM & SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1 PM TO 4 PM

‘Blue’ parking zones
now in effect

Most designated parking zones are
now in effect around construction sites
for the arena/pool project and are ex-
pected to be set up this week at the 215
Redfern condo development. All are
colour-coded blue.

Public Security officials said most of
the signs were put up by May 25, re-
serving parking on Academy Rd., Park
Place and sections of Irvine, Lewis and
Blenheim Place for holders of
overnight on-street permits who have
now received special blue stickers.

People who are not authorized to
use these areas should make a point of
checking the signage on those streets
before parking, said assistant director
Greg McBain.

The new “blue” zones will also be
established on Lansdowne though the
timing for this change is expected to be
delayed, he said.

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time

on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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À votre écoute depuis plus de 25 ans
Sylvie Lafrenière

Cell : (514) 895-7001
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

 

 

            

Anne-Marie
Larue

514-919-0877

RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC.
1314 Greene Avenue

514.933.6781

Real Estate Agency • Independently owned and operated
R    

  

      

   

WESTMOUNT – Sunny family home on Lansdowne with a pri-
vate landscaped garden. Gorgeous woodwork, newly renovated
kitchen with tons of counter space and eat-in area, 4 brms, fin
bsmt, parking. $999,000
The Pom – 2 condos available in the West-
mount Park Towers. 2+ bedrooms, great light.
One is facing the mountain ($789,000) and
the other is facing south ($645,000). Garage.
Walk to all the shops and parks!!
NDG – Detached home on Patricia. 4 brms,
large lot, integrated garage. New bathrooms.
$565,000

    
     
  
   

        
    

  

 

     
     
      

    
    
    

    
       
       
     

    

    
 

 

WESTMOUNT

Best value at $1,549,000. Beautifully renovated
family home, ground floor den off great design -
er kitchen, garden and garage. MLS 8692636

OPP
ORT

UNI
TY

To Enjoy Hassle-
Free Real Estate

Transactions

P  

  

     
         

         
      

    
         
       

 

We are once again fundraising
for sick kids in Quebec.  Look
for our upcoming events and
house raffle…

To date, your RE/MAX brokers in
Quebec have raised $18,000,000+
for this very worthwhile cause

E      
      

     
    
     

      
    
    

�

         

       
      
   

 

WESTMOUNT RENTAL

July 1 Rental
Joyce

Faughnan
514-865-9766
514-933-6781

Estate sale – Nun’s Island
Les Verrières – Fabulous 2 bedroom pied-à-terre with

exceptional views of the St-Lawrence, all amenities + garage!
$349,000. MLS 8747288

Joyce Faughnan / Luc Desrosiers
514-865-9766 / 438-390-0580

Opportunity – Entrelacs
Desirable Lac des Iles exceptional 2 storey cottage,

275' lake frontage, 2.5 acres, with great dock and boathouse.
Asking $799,000.

Dominique Rolland / Joyce Faughnan
514-923-1848 / 514-865-9766

DOWNTOWN – 1st ad! Perfect alternative to condo: town-
 house on quiet street, backing onto the mountain. 3 bed-
 rooms, ground floor solarium, landscaped garden, double
garage. Immaculate $1,285,000

PROUD SPONSORSSylvie Lafrenière (RWT).......sylvielafreniere@sympatico.ca
Anne-Marie Larue (RWT).....amlarue@total.net
Dominique Rolland (RDC) ....dominiquerolland@bell.net
Joyce Faughnan (RDC)........joycefaughnan@remax.net
Luc Desrosiers (RDC) ..........san_lucas1@hotmail.com

J   
  
  

  

378 OLIVIER AVENUE
Available July 1st. Executive 3-bedroom
city townhouse with 2 garages,
fireplace. Finished basement and
central air. Steps to Greene Ave.
$4500/month plus utilities.
MLS 8742430
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RE/MAX DU CARTIER INC.

1314 Greene Avenue

514.933.6781

Agence Immobilière • franchisé indépendant et autonome

Lucette
Hivon

Affiliated Real Estate Broker

514.935.9582

         
      

           
  

       
      

      
      
      
      

     

WESTMOUNT Joyce
Faughnan
514-865-9766
514-933-6781

WESTMOUNT
NOW$1,050,000
Sunny and spacious 3 storey
townhouse with a/c, 2 car garage
and private garden. Exceptional
architectural design – allows new
owner to enjoy as is, or to change to
accommodate a totally open concept
if desired! June/July occupancy.
MLS 8715366

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
$849,000
Beautiful family home w/ double LVR,
open concept kitchen/ dining room and
very private garden on the same level.
4 Bedrooms, 2 baths. Finished
basement. Walking distance to the
best schools. A truly “move-in” home!

641 GROSVENOR AVENUE Fabulous traditional ‘John
Hand,’ renovated throughout, high ceil ings, wood -
work, country kitchen opens onto large deck and
private perennial garden. MLS 8743226. $1,450,000

TANIA
KALECHEFF
B.Arch. Chartered Real Estate Broker

Selling fine homes in Westmount
and adjacent areas

514-488-1049 • 514-933-6781
finehomes@kalecheff.com
www.kalecheff.com

     
        

      

  
  

Pour une
transaction

en toute quiétude...

W MOUNT $2,710/MONTH Superb upper duplex with a feeling
o   me. Offering 3 bedrooms. Spacious kitchen with island,
d  and great private terrace. High ceilings. 4 skylights. Garage.
C  o all services. A wonderful lifestyle!

D FLOOR $2,560/MONTH HEATED Charming 2 bedrooms
w  w kitchen, bathroom and powder room. Dining room with
d  ening onto terrace and large private backyard.
O ncy June 23,2012.

CAROLINE
ROULEAU
514-772-3438
514-933-6781
caroline_rouleau@

hotmail.com

    
     Look

f    
 

    
   

    

Encore une fois, ce printemps nos
courtiers feront une levée de fonds pour
les enfants malades du Québec. À
surveiller les annonces de nos prochains
évènements… et le tirage d’une maison.

A date plus de $18,000,000 a été
ramassé par vos courtiers RE/MAX
du Québec pour cette noble cause.

�

Open House Sunday 2 to 4 PM – 134 Arlington Ave.

One of a kind! Incomparable 2,800 sf ground
floor with finished basement, garage and parking,
private garden and terrace.

Asking $1,150,000.

VALUE+

 

   
     

        

    
  

 
      

         
 

    
  

       
          
       

  

   
  
  

  
  

Joyce Faughnan (RDC)........joycefaughnan@remax.net
Lucette Hivon (RDC) ............lhivon@remax.net
Caroline Rouleau (RDC).......caroline_rouleau@hotmail.com
Tania Kalecheff (RDC) .........finehomes@kalecheff.com
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June & July Rentals on Dorval Island

Prestige Waterfront Cottages
Photos and additional information available at
vrbo.com/371858 or call 514-233-1080*$60 BRING IT TO US or $80 WE COME TO YOU, ANYWHERE ON 

THE ISLAND OF MONTREAL, OFFER VALID TO JUNE 29, 2012

Professional Computer & Network 
Repairs for Business & Home

514-891-8788
w
omeor Business & H

omput
Repairs f for Business & H

k orweter & Np
 i   

essional Coffessional CrP

O JUNE 29, 2012TALID VVALID AND OF MONTREAL, OFFER THE ISL
WHERE ON , ANYOUYO TOME WE C $80 orO US T*$60 BRING IT 

1-878894-851
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k 

O JUNE 29, 2012
WHERE ON 

1-8788

Wealth management advice
based on security and stability
In an uncertain economy that has

created challenges for many investment
advisors and their clients, Denny Matte,
Senior Vice President and Investment
Advisor with Macquarie Private Wealth
in Montreal, has delivered a steady
investment approach that draws a
dedicated following among the city’s
top entrepreneurs, business leaders
and medical professionals. During the
course of 25 years serving Montreal’s
high-net worth individuals and families,
he has become one of Canada’s leading
experts in crafting customized invest -
ment portfolios that are built to last.
“The fundamental rule is that each

portfolio must be constructed for the
specific client,” Mr. Matte explains.
“You don’t let the market environment
decide what should be in the portfolio.
You take control and carefully select investments that work
for each individual situation.”
What works for affluent investors in the current environment

tends to be yield-producing investments, whether dividend-paying
stocks or investment-grade corporate bonds. Balanced portfolios
of this nature are able to deliver predictable returns and income
regardless of how markets are behaving. Moreover, this strategy
is more sophisticated than it would appear on the surface –
Mr. Matte has a unique ability to source quality securities that go
beyond what a standard broker can do. In addition, he manages
these portfolios himself.
“Years ago, I discovered that third-party managers and mutual

funds weren’t matching the investment results that I was able to
generate using my own skills and professional judgment,” he says.
“Clients began requesting that I dispense with that layer of fees
and complexity – and I’ve been directing all portfolios ever since.”
Matte credits the institutional strength of his firm, Macquarie

Private Wealth, for providing an extensive range of investments to
choose from. The global resources of Macquarie enable him to
select stocks and bonds that most other firms simply don’t have
access to. As a result, Matte and his clients go beyond the standard
off-the-shelf products to invest in securities that can provide better
yields at a lower cost.
“My clients place a great deal of trust in my counsel, which is

why I conduct regular portfolio updates with each of them on a
monthly basis,” Matte says. “This presents an opportunity to
review the investment strategy and make any necessary
adjustments. Ultimately, my clients value peace of mind,
and that’s what my professional counsel provides.”
To arrange a private appointment with Denny Matte, visit

his website at dennymatte.com for contact information. Marketing feature

By Doreen Lindsay 

Patricia Claxton, who has lived in
the“pink house” house for 50 years, was
pleased to explain details of her nearly 280-
year-old stone farmhouse and answer
questions during the Westmount Histori-
cal Association’s lecture on May 17. The
house is on Côte St. Antoine, just west of
Westmount.

People wanted to know when the stone
farmhouse was covered with bricks – and

when were they painted pink.
The audience of 55 people found out

that it was Felix Décarie, who used bricks
from the Décarie brickyards when he was
obliged to cover the original stone con-
struction. He inherited the house and land

from his father Joseph in 1870, according
to the deed of inheritance.

The style and proportions of the house
reveal its age, Claxton said. “Yes, the ceil-
ings are low in the original house on the
west side of the front door and the cellar
is entirely at ground grade.”

It was not until the 1930s that the red
bricks were painted a pale pink, after
Brooke Claxton bought the property in
1925. He was the first minister of National
Health and Welfare from 1944 to 1946 and

minister of National De-
fence from 1946 to 1954,
and made extensive reno-
vations, including adding
new windows, a new
kitchen and back porch.

It was in 1960 that his
son, also Brooke Claxton,
bought the house and
moved in with his wife Pa-
tricia. The large dormer
window was added on the
south side of the house
and a larger bathroom was
installed upstairs during
the 23 years they lived
there. A divorce contract
gave Patricia Claxton own-
ership of the Décarie
house in 1983. By that
time, the decaying roof
needed repair, so she had a
new roof of copper
baguettes put on.

The Décarie house is
the oldest of three stone
farmhouses that still exist
on Côte St. Antoine Rd.

Others are the Hurtubise family house
built in 1739 just west of Victoria Ave. and
another Décarie house at the corner of
today’s Argyle Ave.

Doreen Lindsay is president of the
Westmount Historical Association.

Patricia Claxton, right, owner of the Decarie “pink house” at 5138 Côte
St. Antoine Rd. and Doreen Lindsay, president of the Westmount
Historical Association during a lecture on May 17.

Photo courtesy of Doreen Lindsay

Westmount Today, Yesterday and Before

Décarie ‘pink house’ discussed
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UPPER WESTMOUNT: beautiful stone residence, 4 bedrooms,
3½ bathrooms, with southern views!
Not to be missed! $2,175,000

OTHER LISTINGS FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION:
Golden Sq. Mile: Fabulous CHELSEA PLACE, 3 bedrooms,
3½ bath, with garage. $2,150,000 or $8,000/mo. furnished
Westmount: 1st ad! Charming 3 bedrooms, 1½ bathrooms,
country living in the heart of the city. $3,300/mo
Westmount: near parks, shopping, the ‘Y’, 4 bedrooms, new
kitchen, 2½ bath, fin. basement w/sep. entrance. $863,000

JULIA
DANIELS
Chartered real estate broker

514 935-4524
Groupe – Sutton Centre-Ouest inc.

VIEWS

Fifteen-year-old Westmounter Laurent
Joli-Cœur won the the best project award
at the 2012 Canada-Wide Science Fair held
in Charlottetown, PEI from May 12 to 19.
His project, “La quête de l'ombre jovi-
enne” (The Search for Jupiter’s Shadow),
earned him a $10,000 prize. 

“This is incredible, I didn’t expect to be
here,” said Joli-Coeur on the fair’s website.
“I didn’t win anything at last year’s fair, so
I started working on this year’s project on
the bus trip home from Toronto!” He also
received an additional $5,000 platinum
award for best intermediate project, a
Challenge award and an intermediate gold
medal. He has previously been a finalist. 

Five hundred students from grades 7
through 12 competed at the event. 

Joli-Cœur is in grade 9 at Collège Jean
de Brébeuf. See photo p. 1.

Tamar Sifri, in grade 8 at The Study, re-
turned from the Canada-Wide Science Fair
in PEI with a bronze medal in the junior
category for her project “The Battle
Against Aging.” She also won a $1,000
Western University scholarship and a
$300 cash prize. 

Tamar Sifri, grade 8, of the Study.
Photo courtesy of The Study

Local students win at 
national science fair
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By Joanne Penhale

When Westmount High grade 10 stu-
dent Yee Jing Chow visited Beijing a few
years ago, he was unable to understand
the orders of a security guard upon trying
to enter a theatre. The guard, speaking in
Mandarin, wanted Chow to take a sip from
each of the water bottles he’d brought be-
fore he would be allowed to enter. Chow
knows Cantonese, but that didn’t help. He
was totally confused. Eventually a tour
guide translated for him, but Chow told
the Independent, it was then he realized he
needed to learn Mandarin.

Chow is sitting in Westmount High
School’s library with the school’s Man-
darin teacher, Yamin Zhang, and Kami
Katopodis, another student from the
school’s inaugural grade 10 introductory
Chinese class. All three are energetic and
smiling as they talk about what they’ve
been covering, why it’s important – and all
about a recent class trip to Ottawa funded
by the Chinese government.

“We got to Ottawa, and we started re-
hearsing right away,” Katopodis remem-

bers. Along with students from Villa
Maria, the delegation of 17 Westmount
High students performed the Canadian
folk song “Red River Valley,” with Man-
darin lyrics for an audience of more than
300, including high-ranking members of
the Chinese government, Zhang said, like
Li Changchun, as well as Ottawa’s mayor.
It was the April 19 opening ceremony of
Carleton University’s Confucius Institute.

More than 300 Confucius institutes
have been established in cities around the
world by the Chinese government since
2004 to promote Chinese language and
culture. The event was filmed by Chinese
Central Television. “It was pretty cool be-
cause they actually showed my face,”

Katopodis said of the short news clip that
was broadcast to more than one billion
Chinese viewers.

Since September, the students in
Zhang’s class have been working on con-
versational basics, learning the four tones
of Mandarin, and aspects of Chinese cul-
ture, like the Spring Festival for which
Zhang brought homemade dumplings.
Instead of learning Chinese characters,
the printed words students see are written
in pinyin – the Latin script for Mandarin.

Sometimes after class, Chow said, he
approaches a Mandarin-speaking student
to try out what he’s learned. “He was a bit
shocked,” Chow said
when asked about the stu-

Westmount High inaugural Chinese class
performs for dignitaries in Ottawa

newlook.ca
Eye examinations on the premises by optometrists

Outside prescriptions accepted
930 Ste. Catherine St. W. (Corner 
of Mansfield) 

514 875 1001

26 LOCATIONS ACROSS 
GREATER MONTREAL 
INCLUDING :

Event
FOR

2 complete pairs of glasses 
for the price of one!

Choose from our 2 for 1 selection.*

*With the purchase of a complete pair of glasses including frames and prescription lenses with scratch-resistant coating from the 2 for 1 
selection, get a second pair of glasses from the 2 for 1 selection. Pay nothing for the lower priced pair. This offer is valid for a limited time and 
cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Frames for reference only. Details in store. Michel Laurendeau, Optician.

Mandarin teacher Yamin Zhang (centre) says people around the world are beginning to learn more
about all aspects of China – its language, beauty, traditional values and new modernity. She stands
with two students from her class of 20: Kami Katopodis, left, and Yee Jing Chow, who holds up the class
textbook.

continued on p. 22

Therapy Counselling
Antonia Chatzaki, MSW
Clinical Social Worker / Therapist

– Children & Adolescents
– Individual
– Couples & Families

If you or anyone in your immediate environ -
ment is suffering from major stressors,
depression, anxiety, or is dealing with parent-
child relational problems, child behavioural
difficulties, or couple issues, reaching out to a
therapist would be a wise solution…
6525 Décarie, #322, Montréal H3W 3E3
514 622-8818 – antoniachatzaki@yahoo.gr

 

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

�� �
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Constructive solutions for your
residential & commercial
building projects

Building on Trust
Turn your to-do job 
into a job well done!
25 years of building 

& renovation experience 

LICENCED, INSURED, BONDED 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

RBQ Licence #8361-4171-01

Now booking appointments 
for Spring & Summer 2012:

514-815-4412 
kbconstructiongroup@yahoo.ca

RESIDENTIAL
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Basements
• Painting

COMMERCIAL
• Brick work
• Cement work
• Flood damage 
• Insurance work

• Door & window installation

www.maconneriesam.ca

• Brick Sealer • Chimney repairs
• Tuck pointing • Interior brick

• Parging • Window Sills

�� �

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

B. 934-1818
C. 704-1063

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

to the city limits and south on Victoria to
just below Somerville, city Urban Plan-
ning director Joanne Poirier said. They are
numbered C5-20-01, 02, 03, 04 and 05.

The commercial element is what de-
fines this area, she pointed out.

The latest move, Lulham said, stems
from the recent receipt of a consultant’s
study commissioned by the city January 16
to help update a planning vision for the
area (see February 1, p. 1).

The report will not be made public
since it involves zoning issues “and some
of our concerns on how to develop a
healthy retail sector,” she explained. More
changes are expected to follow.

She noted that preservation of the com-
mercial character reverses the trend of the
1980s in which zoning changes focused
on encouraging the residential element
when it appeared that retail was taking
over. Now, however, with the trend toward
the building of condos, the availability of
commercial space at street level could be
threatened unless otherwise required
through the zoning change, Lulham ex-
plained.

While each of the zones currently has
its own permitted occupancies, the new re-
striction would limit these at street level to
commercial only, except for those with
vested rights.

Other details will be known when the
draft by-law is presented. 

continued from p. 1

Zoning

No tag, only choker
An unidentified pitbull-mix was taken

to the SPCA May 20 by public safety offi-
cers after it was found loose by a woman
walking her dog in Queen Elizabeth Park
at 10:20 am. It appeared lost. Public Secu-
rity officials said no one called the station
looking for the dog, which wore a choke
collar without any tag.

Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions took in
Frankie after he was picked up from a
downtown Montreal alleyway, surviving in
terrible circumstances from hour to hour.  

He had a broken leg and a severe

wound on his paw, probably from being
hit by a car. He was found by some very
kind people who took him to a vet, where
he was treated for his injuries and was
brought up to date on all his vaccinations
and treatments.  

Gerdy’s has taken him in so as to find a
forever family for him.  

Frankie is a very affectionate fellow
with both people and friendly dogs. You
can tell that he once had a home, that he
started out his life in a family and was left
homeless as a young cat. He loves to cud-
dle, preferably on a lap or near a blanket,

an indulgence which he ap-
preciates so much more
since his time living outside,
where thousands of other
cats barely survive. 

Handsome Frankie is
about two years old, a green-
eyed tabby with semi-long
fur (which is growing in
beautifully after it had to be
shaved due to its condition.)

For more information,
please contact Gerdy’s Res-
cues on her pager at
514.203.9180 or email
info@gerdysrescue.org.Frankie

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Alleyway Frankie 

Birds taken to SPCA
Four baby birds were taken to the SPCA

by Public Security recently after they were
believed to have fallen from nests. An in-
jured bird of unspecified age or type was
also transported after being found near the
comfort station in Westmount Park May
20.

One chick was found at 1347 Greene
May 23. Another, described as a baby Eu-
ropean starling came from Sherbrooke
and Prince Albert May 22, while two
young starlings were reported to have
fallen from a tree May 19 behind 4117 de
Maisonneuve.
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Affordable
senior living

in a park setting
• professional health care personnel

24 hours per day

• state of the art smoke
and sprinkler system

• spacious main lounges and
attractive outdoor patio

• large elegant dining room and bar

• close to shopping, churches,
library and recreation

• all inclusive services

For an appointment to view, please call

514-937-3943
Manoir Westmount Inc.

4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2Z8

www.manoirwestmount.ca

a project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

...support these community businesses...

...help Rotary help others...

The Rotary Club of Westmount

AUCTION
Friday, June 1, 7 pm

Preview starts 6 pm
The finest items donated from Westmount homes over
the last year: furniture, paintings, antiques, collectibles
and more. Entry is free, to bid $5 program required.

...support these community businesses...

...they help Rotary help others......support these community businesses...

...support these community businesses... ...they help Rotary help others...

This weekend!

Christine Pickrell
360 Victoria Ave, Westmount 514 488-9121

343 Lakeshore Rd, Pointe Claire 514 697-5858
www.westmountflorist.com

THIS YEAR AT:
RMR Westmount Armoury
4625 St. Catherine West, Westmount

Neil MacKinnon
Renovation Specialist

514 726-9913

374 Grosvenor Ave.
Westmount

Home
Renewal
Unlimited

RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC.
Chartered Real Estate Broker

Independently Owned and Operated

Nadia Chidean
Affiliated Real Estate Agent

1330, avenue Greene
Westmount (Québec) H3Z 2B1

Cell.: 514-939-2250
Off.: 514-933-6781

E-mail: nchidean@remax.net

Thank You to
All Our Donors!

All proceeds go to our local
and international service projects
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...support these community businesses...

...help Rotary help others...

The Rotary Club of Westmount

and GARAGE SALE
Saturday, June 2
9:30 am to 2 pm

One of Montreal’sBiggest Garage Sales

...they help Rotary help others...

...support these community businesses... ...they help Rotary help others...

•huge choice
of home
furniture

•toys
•knick knacks
•sports

•housewares
•fans
•lamps

•paintings
•rugs
and more...

...support these community businesses...

...they help Rotary help others...

...support these community businesses...

...support these community businesses...

THIS YEAR AT:
RMR Westmount Armoury
4625 St. Catherine West, Westmount

Robert Callard

1377 Greene Ave.
Westmount, Qc. H3Z 2A5

514-935-0946

Westmount YMCA
4585 Sherbrooke St. West, Westmount

(514) 931-8046 – www.centresymca.ca

*some conditions apply.

Take advantage now of our $109
Summer Special while saving

on joining fees!*

Come in and see our high-tech
facilities and our wide selection

of courses available.

RE/MAX ACTION (1992) INC.
Agence Immobiliere

Franchisé indépendant
et autonome

de RE/MAX Québec inc.

Donna Hinchcliff
Courtier immobilier

Cell. 514-237-7337
Home: 514-489-3472

26 Years of
Experience

Bierbrier Brewing Inc.

Charles Bierbrier
President

(514) 933-7576

www.bierbrier.com

This weekend!
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Wednesday, May 30

Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom’s “Next
Dor” volunteer night and pizza dinner, 6
to 8 pm. Sue Medley of Dans la Rue to
speak. Packages will be created to be
handed out by the Dans la Rue van. Pizza
dinner and conversation about Jewish val-
ues in action to follow. Reserve: Rosie,
rosie@templemontreal.ca or 514.937.-
3575, ext. 213.

Thursday, May 31

• Writer James Little talks about Charles
Dickens’ 1842 visit to Montreal and reads
“Train Ride” from his collection Could Be:
New Fiction, 12:30 pm at the Atwater Li-
brary, 1200 Atwater. Free. Info: www.atwa-
terlibrary.ca.
• Open Gate Gala benefit, 6 pm at the
Shaar Hashomayim Synagogue. Buffet
supper, door prizes and trophies. Ticket in-
formation: Marlene at 514.731.0415 or
Barbara at 514.938.1405.
• Mirana Zuger’s “Vrtlar” vernissage, 6 pm
at the McClure Gallery, 350 Victoria Ave.
Exhibition runs from June 1 to 23. Artist
will give a talk on Thursday, June 7. Info:
514.488.9558.

Friday, June 1

Rotary Club of Westmount auction, 7 pm
at the RMR Westmount Armoury, 4625 St.
Catherine St. Preview starts at 6 pm. Ro-
tary’s garage sale takes place Saturday,
June 2, 9:30 am to 2 pm. Info: www.ro-
tarywestmount.org or 514.935.3344.

Saturday, June 2

“Voyage en italie” benefit concert for the
Westmount Baptist Church, 7:30 pm to
9:30 pm at 411 Roslyn, corner Sherbrooke.
Soprano Michèle Bolduc, tenor Luc Robert
and pianist Jérémie Pelletier perform arias
from Traviata, Bohème, Lucia, Rigoletto
and l’Elisire d’Amore. Tickets: $30; $20 for
students and singers. Reserve:
514.743.1216. 

Sunday, June 3

Matthew Stern plays folk music at 2 pm at
the Gallery at Victoria Hall (4626 Sher-
brooke St.). Refreshments. It’s the last of
“Sunday Concerts in the Gallery” by West-
mount’s Community & Cultural Events di-
vision. Tickets: $12 or $10 advance. Info:
514.989.5226.

Monday, June 4

City council meeting, 8 pm at city hall,
4333 Sherbrooke St.

Tuesday, June 5

• ArtNow Westmount presents water-
colourist José Duclos and Lynda Schneider
Granatstein, 7 pm at the Westmount Pub-
lic Library. Free. ArtNow is a free confer-
ence series presenting visual artists and
their work on the first Tuesdays of most
months. Presentation are followed by
questions and discussion. Info: www.art-
nowwestmount.com.
• Women’s choir Concerto Della Donna
presents “Northern Exposure” benefit con-
cert for Westmount-based Batshaw Youth

and Family Centres, 8 pm at Pollack Hall,
555 Sherbrooke St. W. Sound, storytelling,
and dance from Canada, Denmark, Fin-
land and Norway. Tickets: Adults: $40;
those aged 65 and over $30; students and
children $10. Info: 514.398.4547.
• “Poetry and Prose Reading” evening at
McClure Gallery (350 Victoria Ave.), 7 pm,
with host Ilona Martonfi and featuring re-
cently published Montreal poets, prose
writers, spoken word artists and solo mu-
sicians. Cost: $5 at door. Info:
514.488.9558.

Wednesday, June 6

• Nektarios Pouliezos of Scotia McLeod
speaks to the Rotary Club of Westmount
on “The Road Ahead: A Look Into Today’s
Global Markets,” 1 pm at Victoria Hall. 12
noon preamble, 12:30 pm lunch. Cost: $20
lunch and presentation. RSVP:
514.935.3344 by the Friday before.
• 2 O’Clock Series presents “Alternative
dress movements in 19th-century Eng-
land” with Pamela Grimaud, 2 pm in the
Westmount Room of the Westmount Pub-
lic Library. Free. Register: Circulation desk
514.989.5299.

Thursday, June 7

Annual St. Léon Church bazar, 1 to 6 pm
at 330 Clarke Ave. Clothes, books and CDs
for sale. Info: 514.935.4950.

Sunday, June 10

Sundays at the Shaar presents Col.
Bernard Finestone, World War II veteran
who will discuss “The Present Dilemma,”
lunch at 12 noon; lecture at 1 pm at Shaar
Hashomayim, 425 Metcalfe Ave. Cost: $5
for lecture and lunch. Reserve:
514.937.9471, ext. 139.

GoWestmount.ca
Our on line calendar has it all!

Concerts, exhibitions,
launches, events, public

meetings, community links,
sports and soccer

schedules

Find out
online what’s

happening in

Westmount!

Comin’ Up

Director BOB BACHELOR
Musical Director JEAN-FRANÇOIS TRUDEL 

with a 13-piece Orchestra

Choreographer MARY SARLI 

TICKETS $22 TO $42
BOX OFFICE 514-743-3382

ORDER ONLINE AT lyrictheatrecompany.com

presents

MAY 31, JUNE 1 & 2 @ 8PM
JUNE 8 AND 9 @ 8PM

Matinée Performances 
JUNE 2 AND 9 @ 2PM

D.B. Clarke Theatre
1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Montreal

OPENS THIS WEEK!
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Westmount Business Directory
DecorRoofing Home services

Professional movers

King David Moving & Storage, Local & Long Dis-
tance: Satisfaction Guaranteed! 514.796.3131.

Estate sales

514.484.5070
constructionijs@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION I.J.S.
RESIDENTIAL*COMMERCIAL

MASONRY CONTRACTOR
•Brickwork •Stonework •Tuckpointing
•Foundation repairs •Concrete work
Ian Sutherland Serving You for 20 Years

R.B.Q. 5590 2787 01

Wood finishing

WOOD FINISHING
STRIPPING/STAINING

• Entrance Doors
• Interior Woodwork

TOUCH-UPS ON SITE!
Kitchen Cabinets, Dining Room/ 

Bedroom Sets, Antiques

FREE ESTIMATE

Professional
Craftsman

Henry
Cornblit

514.369.0295

Mount Royal
Roofing

All types of roofs
and brickwork

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.
Serving Westmount for 50 years

�� �

PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
A small clinic with a great reputation for

high standards of physiotherapy – including
the most recent techniques promoted by

Advanced Physical Therapy Education Institute.
FOR FULL DETAILS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.annakirova-pht.com
5885 Cote-des-Neiges, suite 206 Tel: 514-750-5117

Clothing Health

BRYN WALKER SPRING
COLLECTION HAS ARRIVED

5175B Sherbrooke West corner Marlowe
514-482-4702

 

Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treas-
ures into ready cash. International buyer
wants to purchase your antiques, paint-
ings, china, crystal, gold, silverware,
jewellery, rare books, sports, movies,
postcards, coins, stamps, records. 514-
501-9072.

Business Opportunities

Accessible to everyone. Vending route
franchise. Available financing. Indis-
pensable everyday product. Be the first
in your region. Reserve your territory
now. 450-449-3422, 514-377-3038.

Companions

Another summer attending BBQ’s, beach
parties and weddings on your won?
Misty River Introductions can help you
find someone to change that!. (514) 879-
0573 or www.mistyriverintros.com.

Employment
Opportunities

WE ARE LOOKING for a qualified Polaris
Mechanic in Alberta. We offer good
salary, benefits and moving expenses.
For more details contact Jean-Pierre at
frankenstein4x42000@yahoo.ca or 780-
529-9889.

Financial Services

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in
debt! Stop the harassment. Bankruptcy
might not be the answer. Together let’s
find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-983-
8700.

For Sale

QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers
Association) can place your classified
ad into 24 weekly papers throughout
Quebec – papers just like the one you
are reading right now! One phone call
does it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 514-453-
6300. Visit: www.qcna.org.

#1 high speed internet $28.95/month. Ab-
solutely no ports are blocked. Unlimited

downloading. Up to 5Mps download and
800Kbps upload. Order today at
www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866-
281-3538.

DISCONNECTED PHONE? National Tele-
connect Home Phone Service. No one
refused! Low monthly rate! Calling fea-
tures and unlimited long distance avail-
able. Call National Teleconnect today!
1-866-443-4408. www.nationaltelecon-
nect.com.

SAWMILLS from only $3997 – MAKE
MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill – cut lumber any dimension. In
stock ready to ship. Free info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 1-
800-566-6899 ext:400OT.

Help Wanted

ATTN: IMMEDIATE OPENINGS, PT/FT
$16 base-appt, flexible schedules, ideal
for students, customer sales / service,
conditions apply, will train. Montreal or
West Island. 514-439-6464. www.earn-
parttime.ca.

Renovations

SPRING PROMOTION. Orders $2500. +
DISC. $250. until May 30, 2012. WWG
INC. Fence & Deck Mfgers. Wood, chain
link, PVC. Work guaranteed – refer-
ences. williamsburgwoods@bell.net –
www.wwginc.com. 1-877-266-0022, 450-
455-2507.

Quebec classifieds

Electrician

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount

for over 60 years
Specialized in renovations

for older homes
Generator installations

Fast and reliable service
Tel: 514-481-0125
5800 St. Jacques W.

Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

We all need electricity!

(514) 567-1396
Robert Bowden, MBA, BSME

• Multi-discipline team 
• Maintenance jobs
• Small & medium-sized renovations
• Home or business

�

Quality, Convenience
& Customization

Unique lamps and chandeliers,
shades (incl. custom) & repairs.

5903 Sherbrooke W. (at Royal)
(514) 488-4322

Lacontessa.lampes@gmail.com

�

Assistance Offered

I offer my assistance for: running errands, house-
keeping and companionship. (Parle français
aussi) Chantal: (514) 680-0761.

Condo for Rent

Brand new condo, 3.5 ,equipped, stainless steel,
AC, garage, locker, terrace, next to Westmount
Athletic grounds, July 1,$1500.00/month 514-933-
4143 

Feng Shui Consultation

Over 12 years experience for your relationships,
marriage, health and home. Contact Kim:
514.485.3728
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PORT ROYAL
Prestigious address in the

heart of the Golden Square
Mile. Spacious and elegant

2 bedroom apartment.
Completely and tastefully

renovated. Mountain views.
$1,175,000. MLS 8733846

MARIE LAFONTAINE, MBA
Courtier immobilier

cell:
514 386-0719
marielafontaine
@videotron.ca

 

Claxton retires after almost 20
years at St. Andrew’s school

Johnny Claxton, right, is trying to retire – again. The 85-year-old parking and door attendant at St.
Andrew’s Early Childhood Center took the job as a three-month trial after retiring from CP. He ended
up staying at the school for 19 years and three months, according to a parent who spoke to him during
his send-off on May 18 when the school community bid him farewell. According to another parent, “He
has been the eyes and ears of St Andrew’s for almost 20 years. Kids, some who are now teenagers, have
been ‘bumping elbows’ with him and enjoying his paper airplanes.” 

Photo courtesy of parents of St. Andrew’s School 

wolfhound/brindled boxer mix. At 62
pounds, his size is an indicator of the size
of his heart – big! He is a great dog who
has a very easy-going nature. He loves
going for walks almost as much as he

loves his best friend, who happens to be a
Sheltie named Buddy. 

Buddy is 10 years old and a mere 26
pounds. He is Chucky’s wingman and
often allows Chucky to take centre stage
while he remains in the wings. The bond
of their friendship is obvious. But, due to
his instinct for herding, Buddy has been
known to nip at the passing heels of peo-
ple, and so it works best if he is muzzled
on walks. This herding instinct is what led
him to be abandoned before he met
Chucky. Other than that he is a very well-
behaved dog with a quiet nature.

Though it would be best if Chucky and
Buddy could find a home together, their
current rescuers now feel they could be
adopted separately. They are both well-
mannered, quiet, house-trained dogs. 

Save for Buddy’s herding instinct, these
two are near perfect and would do well in
an adult home where they could live out
their years in the style they have become
accustomed to. If you have room in your
house and heart for two old geezers, or
even just one, please email Gerdy’s Res-
cues and Adoptions at info@gerdysres-
cue.org or page 514.203.9180.

   

discount
Valid until June 30 2012

    

 
  

*not including shutters

 

continued from p. 10

Underdogs Buddy & Chucky

dent’s reaction. “And he found it a bit
funny, because I’d made some mistakes.”

Zhang said she’s proud when she hears
the students trying out their Mandarin like
this. “You feel rewarded.” She said she can
tell it’s rewarding for the students too.

Together, Zhang, Chow and Katopodis
explained why learning Mandarin is desir-
able. They agreed China is opening up to
the world, with people from various coun-
tries living and visiting there. Katopodis
said she wants to study languages after
high school, and finds that Mandarin is in-
creasingly relevant for trade reasons.
Zhang said learning a new language helps
people understand there are multiple cul-
tures in the world. “The way you look at
the world changes... it’s not so localized,
it’s not so rigid.”

Westmount High School is also offer-
ing a secondary Mandarin course for grade
11 in September 2012. 

One other English Montreal School
Board school offers Chinese – an alterna-
tive school called Options II – said West-
mount High principal Michael Cristofaro.

continued from p. 16

Chinese
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The 19th annual Daffodil Ball did not
disappoint. This year was fabulously OTT
(over the top). On April 26, lobster and
champagne greeted guests arriving at
Windsor Station, transformed by the
theme of Alice in Wonderland. 

Tickets were $750 but only available to
donors of $2,000 and more. Tables were
$25,000, $35,000 and $50,000. A Toronto
firm, Décor & More, was hired to create
the spectacular ambiance, a nod to the
150th anniversary of Lewis Carroll’s first
telling of the Alice tale. The towering table
arrangements were created by Yves
Chénier. A few of my favourite things: the
sparkly white rabbit costume, shipped
from Las Vegas’ Cirque du Soleil; the Red
Queen, whose hooped skirt held 125
glasses full of champagne; Mad Hatter tea

parties; boxwood topiaries, huge chess
pieces, and of course the clocks to show
every one “You’re late, you’re late” – just
like the story.

The main hall was festooned with
mammoth playing-card chandeliers. Then
there were the star-studded arrivals, in-
cluding media celebs emcee Virginie

Coossa (with François
Bazinet), Karine
Vanasse (Maxime
Rémillard), Sophie
Durocher (Richard
Martineau), and Mitsou
(Iohann Martin). 

Westmounters Paul
Pathy, president and co-
CEO Fednav (there with
his wife Marie-
Michelle) and Calin
Rovinescu, president
and CEO Air Canada,
(with Elaine) co-chaired
with Jacynthe Côté,
chief executive, Rio
Tinto Alcan. West-

mounters included Marie-Anne Tawil and
Michel Vennat, Penny andGordon Echen-
berg, Constanza and Javier San Juan,
Linda and Ian Greenberg, Meryl and Shel-
don Elman, and Belle and Ernie Grivakis. 

Noted amidst the bejewelled crowd
were event planner Alison Silcoff, Do-
minique Bertrand and Jacques Maurice,
Esther Bégin and John Parisella, Suzan

Moreau and Jean-Guy Desjardins, Susan
McPeak and Charles Sirois, Christiane
Germain, Monique Jérôme-Forget, Pierre
Karl Péladeau, Solange Dugas and Lucien
Bouchard, Isabelle Hudon and Gilles
Coulombe, Nathalie Schwartz and Charles
Décarie, and Lucie and Pierre Boivin. 

The gala raised $1.67 million for the
Canadian Cancer Society.

Social Notes 
from Westmount
and Beyond

Veronica Redgrave

Locals grace Windsor Station for Daffodil Ball

Wayne Deans, Gordon and Penny Echenberg, and Craig Langdon. Co-chairs Calin Rovinescu, Jacynthe Côté and Paul Pathy.

Michel Vennat, Marie-Anne Tawil, Esther Bégin and John Parisella.
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